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In considering the great question concerning the ori- 
gin, duty and destiny of man, and concernsing the Church 
which Christ established, the first thing to settle is that 
respecting the divine origin of the Scriptures. If the 

. Bible is not divine, it has no claim on man; if it is, it has 
every claim. We immediately set ourselves to the task 
of proving from the prophecies, atonement, and unity of 
the Sacred Writings, that the Bible came from God'be- 
cause it could not possibly have come from man. 

I. THE PROPHECIES O F  THE IIlBLE SHOW THAT IT IS A 
DIVINE BOOK. .' 

The prophecies of the Bible have been produced from. 
time to time to show that the writers of that book must 
have @en guided by some divine mind. There .are 
prophecies in both the Old and New Testaments which - 
show beyond a doubt that the writers were inspired of 
God. I t  is not our purpose in this essay to notice all 
these prophecies and their fulfillment, .but we shall notice 

1 
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one ~vhich foretells the main features of the gospel. The 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah is undoubtedly a prophecy of 
Christ in his huinility, sufferings and death, and can not 
be successfully contradicted by the disbeliever in the 
Bible. That this prophecy was written long before 
Christ came into the world must be admitted by every 
infidel who knows the facts in the case. A translation 
of the entire Old Testament into Greek was made more 
than two hundred years before Christ, and this transla- 
tioli called the Septuagint contains this chapter. As no 
one so far as I have been able to tell has ever tried td 
show that this prophecy of Isaiah was written after the 
events which it portrays, I do not spend any time in try- 
ing to show that this is the case. Let us go directly, 
then, to the prophecy and note each verse to see if it does 
not exactly correspond with the history of Jesus of 
Nazareth. I follow the American Revised in the transla- 
tion. 

Verse 1. "Who hath believed our message, and to 
whom liath the arm'of Jehovah been revealed?" Isaiah 
here classes himself with the herald of Christ. The first 
question here is rhetorical and brings out the idea of the' 

: fewness of those who would accept the Savior. I n  com- 
parison with the vast number who refused to follow him 
there were few. In  the second question the expression 
"arm of Jehovah" denotes his power. The idea is, Who 
hath rightly perceived the omnipotence of God in sending 
the Messiah into the world? 

V. 2. "For he grew up before him as a tender plant, - and as a root out of a dry ground; he  hath no form nor 
comeliness; and when we shall see him there is no beauty 
that we should desire him!' This verse shows why the 
people did not receive the divine message of Christ and 
why they did not see in this humble man of Nazareth 
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the Messiah. The conquerors of the earth crush down 
everything that hinders their progress, but the Messiah 
was to be as harmless as a tender plant. The Messiah's 
coming from humble parents like Joseph and Mary was 
as unexpected as a root springing out of a dry ground. 
There was nothing in the form and features of Christ to 
recommend him to  the people. 

V. 3. "He was despised and rejected of men ; a man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief;  and as one from. 
whom men hide their face he was despised; and we 
esteemed him not." I t  seems that it is hard to obtain 
the exact idea of the original Hebrew in one part of this 
Gerse. The rendering here, -however, seems to be the 
best, and some think that i t  is an allusion to a man who 
has the leprosy, from whom the people turn away as they 
will from Christ. H e  was despised because of his hum- 
ble parentage. H e  was rejected of men in one instance 
when because of his teachings the multitudes turned 
away and he  asked in sadness of his disciples, "Will ye 
also go  away?" H e  was a man of sorrows, for we see 
him weeping over Jerusalem. 

V. 4. "Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried 
our  sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten 
of God and afflicted." The sins of the world. were 
thrown upon Jesus, and for nearly two thousand years 
his followers have been throwing their sorrows upon 
him, inasmuch as Paul has said that we should throw 
our  cares upon him, for he  careth for us. Many of the 
unbelieving Jews looked upon Jesus as he was dying on 
the cross and considered that his death was a just retribu- 
tion for his sacrilegious claim to be a messenger from 
heaven. "If he is the Son of God, let him come down 
from the cross and we will believe on him." They con- 
sidered that he was smitten of God. 

, 
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V. 5. "But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed." The punishment, or  chastisement, was laid upon 
Christ that we might have peace. I n  what stronger way 
could the prophet express the atonement of Jesus? 

V. 6. "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid 
on him the iniquity o f  us all." T l ~ e  Jewish people had 
certainly gone astray when Christ came. They had sub- 
stituted the doctrines of men for the commandments of 
God. They were divided into proud sects. 

V. 7. "He was oppressed, yet when he was afflicted 
he opened not his mouth; as a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep that before its shearers is dumb, 
so he opened not his mouth." Does not this esactly 
portray Jesus in his trial before Pilate? H e  never 
opened his mouth in defense of himself, trying to escape 
death at  the hands of his enemies. 

V.8. "By oppression and judgment he was taken 
aw&; and as for his generation, who among them .con- 
sidered that he was cut off out of the land of the living 
for the transgression of my people to  whom the stroke 
was due?" This revised rendering seems to  convey bet- 
ter the thought of the original. By oppression and the 
authority of the rulers he was condemned to die, and none 
of those who were instrumental in putting him to death 
considered that he was dying for,the people. * 

V. 9. "And, they made his grave with the wicked, 
and with a rich man in his death ; although he had done 
no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth." Jesus 
died between two thieves and was finally buried in the 
tomb of theirich man, Joseph of Arimathea. H e  was 
crucified with robbers, although he had robbed no one. 

nor done any other ,violence. From the history of Jesus, 
as found in the gospel records, no one can find that he 
ever used any deceit or  anything else unworthy of the 
deity which he was. 

V. 10. "Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he 
hath put him to grief; when thou shalt make his soul 
an offering for sin, he  shall see his seed, h e  sl~all prolong 
his days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in 
his hands." When Jesus gave himself as a sin offering , 

he could think of the untold millions of children which 
' 

would be given to him as his seed, washed in the blood 
of the Lamb. Well could Jesus say, "Behold, I and the 
children whom God Iiath given me." (Heb. 2: 13.) The 
priests under the old covenant presented their offerings 
for sin for a little while, but Christ will prolong his days 
and be a priest forever after the order of hlelchisedec. 
What Jehovah wants to be clone for men will be done 
tllrough Christ, for all a~~ thor i ty  in heaven and Garth 
was given into his hands. 

V. 11. . "I-Ie shall see of the travail of his soul, and 
shall be satisfied; by the knowledge of hinlself shall my 
righteous servant justify many; and he shall bear their 
iniquities." Jehovah will see the sufferings of Christ 
, and be satisfied with the atonement. By a knowledge of 
' Christ- shall many be justified. 

V. 12. "Therefore will he divide him a portion with 
the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out his soul unto death, and was num- 
bered with the transgressors." Jesus Christ occupies the 
highest place among the great ones of the earth, and the 
spoil which consists of the strength of the nations has 
been given to him in part, because he gave his life for 
his cause and suffered himself to be classed with the 
evil ones o f  earth. Although Jesus is classed with the 
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great ones of earth, it is not because of great earthly 
things which he did, but because he took away the sin 
of the world, and by his whole life and death interceded 
for the wrong-doers. 

Now as we look at  this prophecy of  Isaiah concerning 
the humiliation, life and death of the Messiah, I do not 
see how any one can gather together in the same com- 

I pass more vivid language concerning the man of Naza- e 

reth. Does not this prophecy mean something? What 
are the unbelievers going to do with i t? I t  is one of the 
many rocks upon which they are falling and being broken 
to pieces. I t  is not sufficient ground to throw away the 
Bible hecause one can find some passages which he does 
not understand and which seem to be contradictory; the 
skeptic must also show how it was that Isaiah could fore- 
tell the things which we have just considered without 
being inspired of God. This fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, 
together with the many prophecies in both the Old and 
New Testaments, show us .beyond a doubt that some 
parts of the Bible at least must have come from a divine 
being; and as it is impossible to separate these parts from 
the rest of the Bible we certainly have good testimony 
that the whole volume came from God. 

11. THE IDEA OF THE ATONEMENT AS EXHIBITED IN THE 

INSTITUTION O F  ANIMAL SACRlFICES, SHOWS THAT 

' 11 THE BIBLE IS DIVINE. 

The atonement of Jesus Christ has in the past been a 
stumbling block to many skeptics who boast that they are 
governed by reason, and no doubt it will be a stumbling 
block to many more ,in the future. The idea that one 
being can die for the sins of another, and that this idea 
originated with the Supreme Being above who is well 
pleased with such a sacrifice, is a thought which is ab- 

that this doctrine of the atonement is'unworthy of the 
great God above, then there are some hard things for 
the skeptic to explain. The idea of the atonement is 
found in all the animal sacrifices which have ever' been 

' offered, and if this thought did not come to the nations . 
from God by tradition, whence and how came i t ?  The 
idea has deceived all nations, for all have had sacrifices. 
This is a subject worthy of our  deepest consideration, 
so let us enter it a little more fully. 

The offering of  animals in sacrifice to God was one 
of the most prominent features of the Jewish religion. 
From the beginning of their traditions, which i s  in fact 
from the beginning of the Bible, the anima! sacrifice is 
pre-eminently conspicuous. The first- mention of the 
matter is in the story of Cain and Abel. I t  is not said 
in that connection that God told these men to offer ani- 
mal sacrifices, because, no doubt, of the concisenesss of 
the history. The fact that God' was displeased with 
vegetables as a sacrifice shows that he mnst have told 
these men what to offer. By reasoning from other parts 
of the Scriptures, we learn positively that he told them. 
what to present to him. "By faith AbeI offered unto 
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain", (Heb. 11 : 4), 
and as  "faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God", (Rom. 10: 17), it is evident that he offered his 
sacrifice by hearing the word of God on the matter of 
sacrifices and by doing it. 

But why, we may ask, did God command that the . 
offering of animal sacrifices be the principal feature of 
the ancient worship to him? It was riot according to a 
whim of the deity that he did, but according t o  a well- 
fixed plan. H e  wished these animal sacrifices to be types 
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it1 the person of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who 
would take away the sin of the world. The body of 

- every animal offered pointed forward to the body of 
Christ which was to be mangled on the  cross, and the 
blood of every victim pointed forward to his blood which 
was to be shed for the sins of the people. God was not 
pleased with the vegetables which Cain offered to him 
because he  had not commanded it, and because anything 
in religious matters which he had not commanded marred 
the unity in the parts of the great plan which he was 
giving to the world. 

The ancestors of the Hebrews offered animal sacri- 
fices like Abel throughout the Patriarchal age; and 
throughout the Jewish age we find the same kind of sac- 
rifices being offered. Millions upon millions of animals 
wcre slain by the Jews and their ancestors from the 
be'ginning of time till the days of Jesus, and each sacri- 

, fice was a witness testifying concerning the great Sacri- 
fice which God intended to send into, the world. What a 
wonderful plan was this which God was telling about in . the millions of slain animals on Jewish and Patriarchal 
altars Lhrough four thousand years ! 

When we read the history-of the other nations of 
antiquity we find that tlte central feature of their worship 
has consisted like that of the Jews and patriarchs in 
the offering of animals upon altars as a propitiatio~l 
to their gods. No matter what nation we read of in 
ancient history, and in fact no matter what,settled heathen 
nation we read of'today, we find in them all the altar 
and the sacrifice' The Chaldeans, the Assyrians, the 

. Babylonians, the Egyptians, the Medes and Persians, the 
Grecians, tlte Romans, etc., etc., all had their worship 
fo  their gods, and in their worship had the sacrifice as 
'the nucleus of all the rest. Some of the nations hi;e 
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had such a high estimate of the animal sacrifice that they 
have thought that they should offer that which was the 
dearest to the human heart, and so some have offered 
human beings as a propitiation to their gods. W e  have 
read in the Bible of how some of the nations which sur- 
rounded the Jews offered their children in sacrifice to 
their god Molech, and how the Jews patterned after their 
idolatrous neighbors and thus brought upon themselves 
the wrath of God. W e  have read, too, of the Druids 
in northern Europe who likewise offered human beings 
in sacrifice to their gods. We  remember likewise how 
the Spaniards, when they came to America, found the 
native inhabitants of Mexico offering human beings in 
sacrifice. Even today in some foreign lands is human 
blood shed to propitiate the gods of the worshippers. 
I n  India the woman throws her child to the crocodiles, 
thinking that the deity is well pleased with such a sac- 
rifice, and the fanatical clc~~otee of the god Juggernaut 
throws himself under the turning wheels as his idol is 
hauled along. Surely the idea of atonement, or  propi- 
tiation, is firmly fised in the religion of nations when all 
of them will offer animal sacrifices as the central feature 
of their worship, and some of the people in these na- 
tions will offer their loved childrcn or  even themselves 
in their fanaticism as an offering to their deity! 

And now it is important, since we have seen the uni- 
versality in reiigion of the animal sacrifice, that me in- 
quire as to its origin. Did this idea of offering an ani- 
mal in sacrifice to propitiate a divine being originate 
with God or  man? W e  must admit that it came from 
one or  the other. All nations have a religion, all relig- 
ions of any great following have an animal sacrifice, and 
all animal sacrifices bring out ti+ idea of atonement. 
N o w  this idea of atonement where one thing in religion 
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dies for another, is a thought, says the skeptic, which 
is absurd. Since, then, all nations have this idea, we 
ask the infidel to explain to us whence it came. If it 
did not come from God, as he will say, then i t  certainly 
must have come 'from man. All nations have firmly 
clung to this idea and must have been following their 
own notions and reasoning when they first inaugurated 
the system of animal sacrifices. Taking the horn of the 
dilemma which the infidel must take, and putting to- 
gether the facts which we have thus far learned, we have 
the following propositions and conclusions : All na- 
tions have had a religion; all religions have had the in- 
stitution of animal sacrifice; all animal sacrifices have in 
them the idea of atonement, o r  one thing dying for an- 
other; this idea of atonement is absurd and did not 
come from God and hence must have come from man; 
man, when he inauguratecl this system, was following 
his reason ; hence, our final conclusion must be that the 
Reason of euhiclr the irzfidcl boasts so mrrclt has dcceived 
practically the whole Ittintan race irr tcachirrg them that 
there is ato~rmzcrtt irt arrirrral sacrifices zalrerz tlrere is 
nolte there, ajld 1ze1tcc i t  i s  tmreliable as a p i d e  to ally 
nrccrc iu ally particdar. When the infidel says that the idea 
of atonement did not come from God, this is the logical 
conclusion which he must reach. Let him, then, estri- 
cate himself from the absurdities of his own position 
before he asks us to throw away the doctrine of the 
Bible that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the world. 
"If weak thy faith, why choose the harder side?" Fa r  
easier is it to believe that the doctrine of atonement a s  
exhibited in animal sacrifices culminating in the great 
sacrifice of Christ came from God and was scattered by 
tradition among the nations of the world, than to be- 
lieve with the infidel tha t  the doctrine is absurd and un- 

h i m  b y  this belief to the abnwd comlusio~r that no c o w  
fidence at all colt be placed irr t!ze reaso&g of man. 

111. THE UNITY O F  T R E  BIBLE .\ PROOF OF ITS DIVINE 

ORIGIN. 

If  the Bible did not come from God then i t  is in- 
cumbent on the infidel to show how it comes that there 
is a unity of design pervading the whole volume. There 
is one family in the Bible, one Person and one though:. 
That family is the family or  nation of Christ; that Per- 
son is Christ himself, and that thought is the salvation 
which he was to bring and did bring to the world. All 
other families, persons and thoughts cluster incidentally 
or  designedly to these three. Everything in the Old 
Testament points directly or  indirectly to Christ, and 
everything in the New Testament points back to him. 
The Bible is composed of many books, yet it is really 
one book having one theme. What is said of the states 
of America and the Union as a whole map be said of the 
Bible,-E Plr~ribrrs U~rttrrz, one from many. This unity 
of design in the Bible can not be explained on any other 
ground than that the Bible is divine. 

Every book in the Old Testament treats directly or  
indirectly of the Jewish nation. Genesis tells of the ori- 
gin of that nation and of the entire human race. Abra- 
ham, the father of the Hebrew people, and .Isaac, his 
son, and Jacob, his grandson, are brought prominently 
into view. Exodus tells us how the Jewish people were 
led out of their Egyptian bondage. Leviticus, Numbers 
and Deuteronomy tell of  their wanderings in the wilder- 
ness, their laws and their obedience and their disobedi- 

' ence to God. Joshua and Judges tell of the entrance 
into the promised land and of the faith and perseverence 
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of the Hebrews through a period of about four hundred 
years. The book of Ruth beautifully tells of the faith- 
fulness bf a Moabitish woman to her Jewish mother-in- 
law, Ruth becoming an ancestor of Christ. The books 
of Samuel tell of the prophet whose name is attached to 
the books, and of Saul and David, the first two kings of 
Israel. The books of Kings tell of the rulers of the 
two kingdoms of the Jews from the time of David to the 
Babylonian captivity, and the books of Chronicles are 
records and history of the.Hebrew nation from the be- 
ginning of time till the destruction of Jerusalem. Ezra 
and Nehemiah tell of the rebuilding of Jerusalem and 
of the trials which the Jews had to undergo at that time. 
Esther tells how these despised people while in captiv- 
ity were saved from extermination by the efforts of a 
godly woman. The book of Job is Hebrew podry and 
tells of a patriarch of whom litile mention is made else- 
where. Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song of 
Solon~on are the poetical works of this one nation. 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and all the other major and 
the mino;. books of prophecy tell of tile nlen of God who 
tried to lead Israel back to the law of Moses, and who 
foretold future events in the life of the Jewish people and 
kindred nations. Thus as we take a brief review of the 
books in the Old Testament, we see that they all refer 
directly or indirectly to the one nation through which 
God was carrying out the great plan of redemption. 

NOW in this one nation portrayed in the Old Testa- 
ment, there is one Person who is seen through it all. R 
Deliverer and a Redeemer is seen throughout the his- 
tory of the Hebrew people. No sooner had man sinned 
than a promise was made of the Messiah. "The seed 
of the woman", said God, "shall bruise the serpent's 
head", meaning thereby, as commentators generally say, 

and upon his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold 
it with justice and with righteousness from henceforth 
even for ever." (Is. 9: 6,7.) In Isaiah 53, a chapter 
which we have already considered in detail, that prince 
of prophets again speaks of the Savior in his life, suffer- . 
ing and death. And Malachi, the last of the Old Testa- 
ment prophets, points the people to the "sun of right- 
eousness" who would arise with healing in his beams. 
What an array of prophetic testimony is this! Through 
all the centuries preceding the advent of Jesus they EM 
looked forward with longing eyes to the great deliverer 
who they believed would come. Even yet the orthodox 
Jews are looking for a redeemer. W e  see, then, clearly 
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that the object of the Old Testament is to portray one 
nation and one person, Jesus a Savior. 

And now we come to the one thought pervading the 
whole of the Bible. The idea of the atonement is a n  
idea running through the entire Jewish Scriptures. The 1 

prophet Isaiah spoke graphically of Jesus as an offering 
to God when he said, "As a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep that before its shearers is 
dumb, so he opened not his mouth." All.of the official 
animal sacrifices of the Old Testament )pointed forward 
to ' the great Sacrifice. The body of the victim pointed 
to the body of Christ which was broken on the cross, and 
the blood of the victim pointed to his blood which was 
to take away the sin of tlle world. lLIillions upon mil- 
lions of sacrifices were offered on Patriarchal and Jew- 
ish altars, and each one of them told of the coming of- 
fering of Jesus. As we think of the millions of animals 
sacrificed at the command of God, we understand what 
the inspired man meant when he declared that Christ "is 
a lamb slain from the foundation of the world." H e  
was slain in type in the animal sacrifices from the be- 
ginning of time. How fittingly did these sacrifices typify 

.. the sufferings and death of Christ tipon the cross! 
Since Jesus has died, the animal sacrifices have been 

abolished in authority and in their place has been put 
the Lord's Supper which points us back to the atone- 
ment of Christ as the animal sacrifices pointed forward 

. to it. The bread when it is broken points back to the 
body of Christ which was broken on the cross, and the 

w 

fruit of the vine points back to the blood of Jesus which 
was shed for the remission of sins. The Lord's Supper 
is seen today in every nation which can claim to be a 
nation. These two institutions-the sacrifice of the Old 
Testament and the Lord's Supper of the New-bring 
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together a t  the foot of the cross the millions of believers 
who lived before tlle tragedy on Calvary's hill and the 
miliions who have lived since that great event. 

What a unity and symmetry is this which we find 
in the parts of  the Bible! Everything in the Old 
Testament points forward to the cross, and everything 
in the New Testament points backward to-it. I n  the 
Old Testament there is one nation, the Jewish; one 
Person, the Messiah; and one thought, the atonement. 
Everything in the New Testament shows the fulfillment 
of the things foretold in the Old. Through Adam we 
lost an earthly paradise; through Christ we gain a 
heavenly. Through the first man we lost the tree of 
life on earth; through the second we gain it back in 
heaven. Through the one came sin and sorrow and 
death; through the other purity and joy and life. The 
paradise lost and the paradise regained is the theme of 
the greatest epic poem in the English language as well 
a s  the theme of God .in the Bible. Milton sang: 

Of man's first disobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe, 
With loss of Eden-till one greater Man 
Restore us, and regain the blissful seat. 

This unity in the Bible should be sufficient to con- 
vince any reasoning man that the book is divine. And 
yet there are some who say that the Bible did not come 
from God, although they will admit that i t  is a good 
book. Now we must recognize, dear reader, that there 
IS no middle ground which we can occupy in our  belief 
concerning the Bible. W e  must admit that it came 
from God o r  that i t  came from the prince of evil. Hun- 
dreds and perhaps thousands of times the expression, or  
its equivalent, "The Lord spake unto me, saying," is 
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that the object of the Old Testament is to portray one 
nation and one person, Jesus a Savior. 

And now we come to the one thought pervading the 
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fering of Jesus. As we think of the millions of animals 
sacrificed at the command of God, we understand what 
the inspired man meant when he declared that Christ "is 
a lamb slain from the foundation of the world." H e  
was slain in type in the animal sacrifices from the be- 
ginning of time. How fittingly did these sacrifices typify 
the sufferings and death of Christ upon the cross! 

Since Jesus has died, the animal sacrifices have been 
abolished in authority and in their place has been put 
the Lord's Supper which points us back to the atone- 
ment of Christ as the animal sacrifices pointed forward 
to it. The bread when it is broken points back to the 
body of Christ which was broken on the cross, and the 
fruit of the vine points back to the blood of Jesus which 
was shed for the remission of sins. The Lord's Supper 
is seen today in every nation which can claim to be a 
nation. These two institutions-the sacrifice of the Old 
Testament and the Lord's Supper of the New-bring 
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together a t  the foot of the cross the millions of believers 
who lived before the tragedy on Calvary's hill and the 
millions who have lived since that great event. 

What a unity and symmetry is this which we find 
in the parts of the Bible! Everything in the Old 
Testament points forward to the cross, and everything 
in the New Testament points backward to-it.  In  the 
Old Testament there is one nation, the Jewish; one 
Person, the Messiah; and one thought, the atonement. 
Everything in the New Testament shows the fulfillment 
of the things foretold in the Old. Through Adam we 
lost an earthly paradise; through Christ we gain a 
heavenly. Through the first man we lost the tree of 
life on earth;  through the second we gain i t  back in 
heaven. Through the one came sin and sorrow and 
death; through the other purity and joy and life. The 
paradise lost and the paradise regained is the theme of 
the greatest epic poem in the English language as well 
as the theme of God in the Bible. Milton sang: 

Of man's first disobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe, 
With loss of Eden-till one greater Man 
Restore us, and regain the blissful seat. 

This unity in the Bible should be sufficient to con- 
vince any reasoning man that the book is divine. And 
yet there are some who say that the Bible did not come 
from God, although they will admit that i t  is a good 
book. Now we must recognize, dear reader, that there 
is no middle ground which we can occupy in our  belief 
concerning the Bible. W e  must admit that it came 
from God o r  that i t  came from the prince of evil. Hun- 
dreds and perhaps thousands of times the expression, or  
its equivalent, "The Lord spake unto me, saying," is 
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found in the Bible. Now if it is true that  the Lord 
did not speak to these men, then they were the greatest 

* set of falsifiers the world has ever seen. The infidel 
cannot regard the Bible as a good book, if he says that 
it did not come from God. 

See what further difficulties the skeptic encounters 
d ~ e n  he denies that this unity of the Bible shows that 
it is divine. His position is practically this: About forty  
me12, s o ~ ~ t e  of them liviitg 1,500 years aport, and ~rzost of 
them ttevcr havillg heard of the otlrers, all separately 

' 

a ~ t d  accidenfally rwrite books rwhicli wkeu  they are put 
toget l~er form o m  grand l~annor~ions rwlzole, w i th  o m  
 tati ion, o m  Perso11 atld one tko~rgllt statrdillg out p r o w  
itlently itt the 1r1tifed v o l ~ r a ~ c ;  artd aN tlzvs cottsPire to- 
gether zwitl~ol~t a cotrspiracy to deceive the whole world - aud to give iicattki~td a qvtenn of worals and religiott 
rwl~iclt i s  bctter thml all the otller sysfests  contbitled; all 
of tltcse ii~cil s11oztGng at tltc sui)tc tilite a -dllirzgt~ess to 
die, and sorrte of tltena actually doing it, for the decefitio1t 
they arc paliiriitg o f f  0 1 1  tltc rworld. H e  that can believe 
this sl~oulcl not talk about the credulity of the Christian 
or any other religious character in all the world. When 
the reasonable man thinks of this unity of the Bible and 
remembers that the book was written by so many differ- 
ent men in different ages of the world, his only conclu- 
sion can be that the Bible is the work  of God because i t  
cozdd not be the rwork of mart. 

CONCLUSION. + 

NOW as we are about to close our'talk on the divine 
origin of the Bible, it is well that we take a general sur- 
vey of this book yhich Christians say has come from 
God. And is it not, after all, dear reader, the general 
view of religion, or anything else, which is the most 

important of all? The man who in business, art, war, 
politics or anything else'is able to see thk fundamentals . 
of his work and is able to support them by the parts of 
the whole is the pne who will move forward to success. 
The successful business man is not the one who is able 
to understand thoroughly some particular p ,~r t  .of his 
affairs, but the one who is able aqd often does view his 
business in general and sees the relation of the parts to 
the whole. The successful landscape painter is not the 
one who can most vividly paint a tree, a house or a 
cloud, but the one who can bring these together as a 
whole and make a general pleasing: ,impression on the 
beholder. The great politician is not the man who can 
make an oratorical speech before a great crowd, stir- 
ring them up to great enthusiasm for the moment, but 
the one who can gather and hold together till after the 
election at least, heterogenous masses of voting material. 
The great general is not the one who can make a dashing 

' 

charge and route the enemy at a particular place, but the 
one who sees things in general, as his name signifies, 
and can as a unit march against the enemy. And so 
as we take a view of the professions and occupations as 
we see them about us, we notice that the man who makes 
his business a success is the one who views his task as 
a whole and is able to cause the parts to work for the 
general purpose which is in the mind of the one who is 
planning all. 

What is true of any particular profession or occupa- 
tion is true also of life as a whole. Too many people 
are viewing life from the valley instead of the mountain 
top. While down between the hills we cannot see far, 
but are confronted continually with stones and thickets 
and briars, but from the hill-top these fade away and we 
see in the distance the beautiful country toward which 
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we are making our way. How often a great sorrow 
will-come upon a man, and he will brood and worry 
over this one event in his life till he loses sight entirely 
of his existence as a whole, and in his despair'will take 
his own life! H e  forgets all about the joys which will 
come to him in the future if he will only overcome as 
a man his great sorrow. That man makes the most of 
life who wili not permit physical, financial nor social 
disasters to discourage his spirit and cause him to lose 
sight of his existence on earth as a whole. 

Now, why, dear reader, should we not use t h e  same 
common sense in looking at  the Bible, which has come 
down to us through the centuries? If we are willing 
to view the Bible as a whole and the Christian religion 
which it teaches, the little stones and briars and thorns 
of difficulties will pale into insignificance. Compare for 
a moment belief and unbelief and see the happy effects 
of one and the baleful effects of the other. What has 
unbelief done for the world? What has it built up which 
is good? On the other hand, see what belief in Jesus 
has done for mankind. See the difference between the 
civilization of belief and unbelief! When unbelief is 
carried to its full end, men will believe that there is no 
hereafter and no punishment for evil doing, and.hence 
many of them will !ead vicious lives, making this earth 
a hell. Christianity, however, if carried to the full end 
will make this earth a heaven. Is  not this general view 
sufficient to cause you, dear reader, to regard the Bible 

- as at  least the greatest of all books? 
. Do not forget, dear friend, the grand general argu- 
ments in favor of the divinity of the' Bible, which we 
have presented. The great theme of this book is the 
atonement, and this grand idea is not only found in 
the animal sacrifices among the Jews but in all such sac- 
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rifices among all the nations, tribes and families of an- 
tiquity. Whence came this idea of one thing dying for . 
another to propitiate the anger of a deity? The antiquity 
and universality of this idea shows that it must have been 
revealed to man in the beginning. And why should rve 
pass so lightly over the prophecies of the Bible? Have 
we not seen that prophecies written long ages ago have 
been and are still being fulfilled? These prophecies alone 
should cause us to ask the solemn question, Shall I cast 
away as the work of man a book which has such strong 
evidence of inspiration? And what are we going to do 
with the grand unity which pervades the Cible? Do we 
treat that, too, with lightness? Now wl:cn we see that 
in the Bible there is prominently one nation, the one in 
which Christ was born; one Person, the Messiah of the 
Old Testament, and the Christ of the New; one thought, 
the reconciliation of the world 'to God; and when we re- 
member that these books were written by about forty 
different men, some of them living 1,500 years apart, 
and most of them never having heard of the othcrs-ow 
01113' coitc111~ion con be thnt there nuas a d k i ~ t e  milid be- 
hind it d ,  guidi~lg those weri and tcllirtg tlwtir wlmt to 
write. . 

There may be things in the Eible which may seem to 
be contradictions; but what of that? If I knew perfectly 
the original languages and all the ancient customs. 
geography, topography. etc., these all no doubt would 
vanish. There may be things about the atonement, prayer, 
origin of sin, freedom of the will, etc., which I do not 
understand. but why should these make me an unbeliever? 
There are mysteries in unbelief just the same as in be- 
lief. Why can we not say that it is the general view of 
the Bible and the Christian religion that is the wisest, 
just as we say that it is the general view of life which is 
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the best? He' that rejects the Bible because he cannot 
understand everything about the atonement, miracles, 
prayer, etc., is like the man who loses the general view 
of life and commits suicide because of some particular 
sorrow. When we are willing to lose sight of the small 
difficulties we encounter in the Bible and are ready to . 
see the grand theme which binds its many books into one 
great harmonious whole, the only reasonable conclusion 
we can reach is that THE BIBLE I S  A D I V I N E  PRO- 
DUCTION BECAUSE I T  CANNOT B E  A HUMAN 
O N E  ; I T  CAME FROM GOD BECAUSE IT COULD 
NOT POSSIBLY HAVE COME FROM MAN. 

CBAPTER II. 
THE THREE DISPENSATIONS O F  RELIGION. 

Patriarchal, Jewish and Christian Dispensations-Two for- 
mer passed away-Difference between two latter-The 
Ten Commandments-Use of the Old Testament. 

The Bible is a revelation of three religions which 
God has given to man,-the Patriarchal, the Jewish and 
the Christian. The first of these 'began with Adam and 
ended, so far as the ancestors of the Jews are concerned, 
when the law was given on Mount Sinai. The Jewish 
religion began with the giving of the law at Sinai and 
continued till the days of Christ and his apostles. The 
Christian religion then came into force and has con- 
tinued till the present time. These three different relig- 
ions mark the unfolding of thk plans of God; and the 
one who does not have these three different dispensa- 
tions clearly separated in his mind, has not learned the 
first principles of the Oracles of God. 

It is sad, yet it is true, that the religiotis feople as a 
whole do not have a clear coaceptio~z of these three relig- 
ions. That is one reason there is so much'confusion 
in the Christian world. They mix these three religions 
and thus wrongly divide the Word of Truth. They 
have the idea that because the Bible is the Word of 
God  they can divesinto i t  anywhere and apply to thern- 
selves what scriptures they happen to read. There can 
not be an idea more disastrous than this to the  under- 
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the Christian. The first of these 'began with Adam and 
ended, so far as the ancestors of the Jews are concerned, 
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first principles of ,the Oracles of God. 

I t  is sad, yet it is true, that the religious People as a 
whole do not ltave a clear cot~cepfiort of these three relig- 

, ions. That is one reason there is so much confusion 
in the Christian world. They mix these three religions 
and thus wrongly divide the Word of Truth. They 
have the idea that because the Bible is the Word of 
God  they can dive-into it anywhere and apply to them- 
selves what scriptures they happen to read. There can 
not be an idea more disastrous than this to the under- 
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turns to the old covenant and because he finds there a 
priesthood, he thinks he has found scriptural author- 
ity for the priesthood of his church. H e  finds the in- 
cense, too, the burning of lights, the robes, the miter, 
the high priest, etc.,, etc., and concludes hence that his 
church esists by the authority of God. His religion is 
a mixture of Judaism, I~eathenism, worldlyism and Chris- 
tianity. Protestantism, too, is not guiltless of the charge 
of mixing the three religions of God which he has dis- 
tinguished one from the other. When we find no  author- 
ity for some of our practices in the New Testament, 
some of us go to the Old, and think that because they 
are mentioned'there they are acceptable to God. In view 
of the fact that so much confusion has been produced 
because of the ignorance of the difference between these 
three religions of God, it is important that we apply our- 
selves diligently to the study of the Scriptures on this 
subject. 

The 'PATRIARCHAL DISPENSATION is so 
named because the prominent religious men of that age 
are called patriarchs, "father rulers". These men were 
so named because they were the prophets, priests and 
kings in their respective families. The family altar serv- ,, 
ice, where sacrifices were offered to God, seems to have 
been the most prominent feature of the worship of this 
age. Prayer, intercession, thanksgiving, and the pro- 
nouncing of blessings, seem also to have been practised 
in the religious life. A detailed account of the religion 
of this age is not given, and so all we can learn concern- 
ing it is from the incidental remarks here and there in 
the book of Genesis. All the rit'es and ceremonies in the 
Patriarchal religion which God intended for the He- 
brews to cibserve in the Jewish religion were brought 
over and put into it. 

The JEWISH RELIGION was a.n outgrowth of the 
Patriarchal, and while it is true that it superseded ii so 
far as the Jews were concerned, still it is not true re- 
specting the other nations. The Jewish religion was given 
to the Hebrew people alone and was not intended for the 
others, hence the Jews did not make an effort to prose- 
lyte. The "law was added because of transgressions,-till 
the seed shoutd come to whom the promise was made,"- 
which seed referred to Christ. The Jewish religion, 
given to the Hebrew people only, did not supersede the 
Patriarchal religion given to all tribes. While it is 
true that God watched over the children of Abraham in 
a special way, inasmuch as in that family the Messiah 
was to  be born, still he did not utterly pass over the 
other nations. The Patriarchal religion was soon cor- 
rupted by the nations outside the Jewish, and the chief 
relic of it which has come down to us through the cen- 
turies is the institution of animal sacrifice. As this 
Patriarchal religion is mentioned only slightly and inci- 
dentally in the book of God, we shall now proceed to the 
two religions. the Jewish and Christian, which are men- 
tioned in all their details, and notice the comparison 
and 'contrast between these two systems which God has 
given. 

The Jewislz religion began with the giving of the law 
orr Mourrt Sinai and coatinrced till ~ h r i s t  died. The 
knowledge that this 'system with its rites and cererno-. 
nies has passed away is necessary to a proper conception 
of the Church of Christ. Listen to  Paul as he tells of 
the passing away of the old law, "Who [God] also hath 
made us able ministers of the New Testament; not of 
the letter, but of the spirit; for the letter [law] killeth, 
but the spirit [gospel] giveth life. But if the ministra- 
tion of death [the Jewish law] written and graven on 
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stones, Gas glorious, so. that the children of Israel could 
not' stkadfastly'behold the face of Moses for the glory . 
of his countenance; which glory was to be done away; 
how shall not the ministration of the spirit [the gospel] 
be rather glorious? For if the ministration of condem- 
nation hath glory, much more doth the ministration of 
righteousness exceed in'glory. For even that which was 
mahe glorious hath no glory in this respect, by reason , of the glory that excelleth. For if that which is done 
away [the law] was glorious, much more that which re-. 
rilainetl; [the gospel] is glorious." (2  Cor. 3:  6-11.) 

The purpose for which Paul wrote the Galatian let- 
ter ivas to convince those brethren that the Jewish law 
hid passed away and that they should not go to it for 
their practices. One conclusion of his reasoning he ex- 
presses thus, "Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster 
to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith [that system which has faith as its foundation]. 
But after that faith [the gospel] is come, we are no 
long& under a schoolmaster." (Gal. 3 :  24, 25.) In  
Galatians, the third chapter, Paul compares the two laws 

- fo tl?e two wives of Abraham,-Sarah and Hagar,-and 
the Christian and Jewish people to their two sons, Isaac 
and Ishmael. And as Hagar and Ishmael were sent 
ajvay b y  Abraham, so,'reasons Paul, the Jewish law and 
the Jewish people were cast aside by God. "Neverthe- 

. less what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman 

. . and her son; for the son of the bondwoman shall not 
be heir with the son of the freewoman. So, then, 
brethren, we are not'children of the bondwoman, but 
bf :the free." (Gal. 4:.30, 31.) 
..' in,<;alatiaits, the'fifth' chapter, Paul again shows the 
'pissing sky of the ~ewish'  law, and also the great dan- 
'kef ih't'rying td:'fhktify ourselves by some of the prac- 
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tices which are found there. H e  says, "Stand fast there- 
' fore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, 
Christ shall profit you nothing. For  I testify again tc 
every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do 
the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, 
whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen 
from- grace." (Gal. 5: 1-4) In  addition to this Gal- 
atian letter, almost the entire Roman letter was written 
for the purpose of showing that there is a difference be- 
tween the law and the gospel, and that the former has 
passed away and is no longer the system of laws which 
is to govern us. 

Besides the Galatian and the Roman letters, there is 
the Hebrew epistle, which also brings out the difference 
between the law and the gospel, and shows that the law 
has been fulfilled and has passed away. Hear Paul again 
in unmistakable words, "But now hath he obtained a 
more excellent ministry, by which also he is the media- 
tor of a better covenant, which was established on better 
promises. For if that first covenant had been faultless, 
then should no place have been sought for the second. 
For finding fault with them he saith, Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah ; not 
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers 
in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them 

'out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in 
my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. 
For this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel, after those days, saith the Lord; I kill 
put my laws into their mind, and write. them in their 
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me a people. And they shall not teach every man his 
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know 
the Lord; for all shall know me, from the least to the 
greatest. For  I will be merciful to their unrighteous- 
ness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember 

. 'no more. I n  that he saith, A new covenant, he hath 
made the first old. Now that which decayeth and 
tvaxeth old is ready to vanish away." (Heb. 8: 6-13.) 

What a differeuce there is betweett the law atzd the 
gospel, and yet how few there are in the Christian 'world 
who have this difference. clearly in their minds ! The 
law went forth from Mount Sinai; the gospel went forth 
from Mount Zion, o r  Jerusalem. The law was given 
to the Jewish people alone; the gospel was given to all 
nations. The law was given as a tutor to lead the peo- 
ple to Christ; the gospel is the teaching of Christ him- 
self. 1 1 e  law was the old covenant; the gospel, the 
new, and "in that he saith, A new covenant, he hath 
made the first old." The Scriptures could not make it 
plainer than they have that the old covenant is not bind- 
ing on us. Nor could they make i t  plainer that it is 
dangerous to mix the law with the gospel. When the 

. Galatian brethren were bringing circumcision into the 
gospel from the law, Paul told them plainly that they 
were "fallen from grace". Concerning the men who 
thus brought over into the gospel things w@ch belonged 
to the law, Paul said that they were perverters of the 
gospel, and then added, "Though .we, o r  an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel *unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
As we said before, so say I now again, If any man 
preach any other gospel than that ye have received, let 
him be accursed." (Gal. 1 : 8,9.) 

But perhaps you say that if the old covenant is done 

away, then the ten commandments too are done away, 
inasmuch.as they are the nucleus of the old law. Here 

. is  a thought which needs our careful consideration. 
When we examine the Scriptures aright, we find that i t  
is certainly true that the ten cominattdnze~tts as s~iclz are 
not b i ~ t d h g  on 11s. The Christian world, however, has 
laid as much stress on the ten commandments as any 
other part of Holy Writ, and has talked much about 
keeping and breaking the ten commandments. The chil- 
dren are taught them in their catechisms, lesson-leaves 
and Sunday-school papers. The preachers discourse upon 
them and exhort their hearers to keep them. Noth- 
ing is more firmly fixed in the minds of religious people 
generally than the thought that the ten commandments 
are binding on the Christian; and the statement that this 
code as such has passed away,.seems like blasphemy to 
many. V 

But let us see, dear reader, if you.yourself must not 
admit that the ten commandments as the ten command- 
ments can not apply to us. One of those comn~andments 
says,  e em ember the Sabbath day to keep it holy." Now 
what day did God here have reference to?  The connection 
shows that he referred to the seventh day of the week, 
which is equivalent to our Saturday. Now if that la\+ 
is binding on. us, then we should be Sabbatarians and 
keep the seventh day of the week. There is no escap- 
ing this conclusion. But perhaps you say that we have 
a different day now. Yes, I know that the disciples came 
together on the first day of the week to break bread and 
to worship God, but the command in the decalogue, "Re- 
member the Sabbath day to keep i t  holy", was not used 
with reference to the first day of the week, but the 
seventh. By what authority, then, do you twist the 
meaning of that language and apply it to the first day? 
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This is nothing less than wresting the Scriptures, the 
very thing which Peter says some do to their own de- 
struction. You can clearly see, dear reader, that there 
is something wrong with that reasoning which says 
that the ten commandments as such are still binding on 
us, for if they are we should be keeping the seventh day 
as one of the commandments enjoins. 

I fancy just now that I can hear some one saying, 
"If, then, the ten commandments are not binding on 
us, t l m  a man cart lie, agzd steal, and kill, attd covet, 
etc." But stop a moment, my good brother. Are not 
all these evils condemned in the New Testament? The 
old covenant says, "Thou shalt not kill"; so also the 
new says that all murderers shall be on the outside 
of the new Jerusalem. The old says, "Thou shalt not 
steal"; so Paul says, "Let him that stole, steal no 
more, but rather let him labor, working with his hands, ,, 
that he may have to give to him that needeth." The 
law says, "Thou shalt not. bear false witness"; the 
gospel says that all liars shall have their part in the 
lake of fire. hloses says, "Thou shalt. not commit 
adultery"; Christ makes it <stronger and says that 
he that looketh on a woman to lust after her hath 
committed adultery already in his heart. Does the law 
say, "Thou shalt not covetyy?-the gospel says that covet- 
ousness is idolatry and that no idolater hath any inherit- 
ance in the kingdom of God and Christ. All the laws of 
the ten commandments have been brought over into the 

,gospel and are re-inforced there, with the exception of 
the one referring to the seventh day; and our only scrip- 
tural conclusion can be that we refrain from lying, steal- 
ing, killing, coveting, etc., not because they 'are con- 
demned in the old law but because they are condemned. 

in the new; not because Moses forbade them,' but be- 
cause Christ did. 

The relation betweejz these t w  covenants may be 
illvstrate'd by the two systems of laws which have ex- 
isted in this country. The original colonies were governed 
in general by laws which were made by the British gov- 
ernment. After the Revolutionary War, a new system 
of laws was made. I n  this new system were many laws 
which were in the old, and thus a study of our laws is 
a study of the laws of England to a certain extent. But 
we in America do not keep these laws which are common 
to both England and America because they are in the 
English system'-but because they are in the American 

, system. So  it is with the two great covenants which the 
Lord has given. We keep the general laws of morality 
which are found in the decalogue, not because they are 
found there, but because they are found in the gospel. 
I t  is true that the ten con~mandn~ents are a concise and 
convenient form in which to speak of the moral laws 
of God, but we should be exceedingly careful lest we 
leave a wrong impression on the people concerning the 
difference between these two great covenants. y 

No matter how scriptural we may think a practice 
is, we must be sure that we are not using   in scriptural 
argirmelzts to support the practice. Many of us may be- 
lieve that i t  is scriptwal to ase instrumental music in 
our worship to God, but the argument that it is right 
because i t  was used under the old covenant is not a 
scriptural but an unscriptural one. This  argument rests 
on the presumption that what they did under the old 
covenant, we can 'do under the new. Now if this be 
true, weecan have the dance in  our worship to  God as 
they.did under the old covenant. They had animal sac- 
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therefore under the new? David, who told the people 
to  praise God with stringed instruments and organs, was 
a polygamist; can a man under Christ have more than 
one wife? If we have the right to  bring one thing over 
and be justified by that, we can bring them all, for they 
all stand together in one system of laws. I t  is very clear 
to your.mind, dear reader, that there is something radi- 
cally wrong with this kind of reasoning, for it leads,us 
into deep and muddy waters. W e  must look somewhere 
else besides the Old Testament for authority for instru- 
mental music in the worship of God. Weak and un- 
scriptural arguments always hurt a cause. 

One thing which is helping to perpetuate this ignor-. 
ance concerning the difference between the.old and new 
covenants is the method of study now in use in the 
form of lesson-leaves. Instead of ta&ing the Bible . 

chapter after chapter and thus getting the connection 
in the Word of God, this system of study takes the stu- 
dent by a hop-step-and-jump method through the e n t i r ~  
Bible. Most of the students never look inside the Bible, 
and thus what little bit of history they learn by this 
method is all jumbled in their minds. This system does 
not bring out clearly the difference between the Jewish 
and Christian religions. The best way to learn the 
Bible is to study it directly out of the Bible itself. 

But perhaps it is said that if j t  is true that the Old 
Testament is not binding on us today, then we may as 
well cast it aside and waste no time in reading it. This, 
however, does not follow. The Old Testaweftt shows 
the zulfolding of the plans of God mtd reveals Itis deal- 
ings -mWt the feofile in ancient, tinzes. Without the Old 
we could not understand the New. If the Old Testa- 

- - 
ing his will. "Whatsoever things were written afore- 
time", says Paul, "were written for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope." (Rom. 15 : 3,4.) And again he says, "All 
these things happened unto them for ensamples; and 
they are written for our admonition, upon whom the-  
'ends of the world are come." (1 Cor. 10: 11.) These 
are some of the benefits to be derived from the study of 
the Old Testament; and while that part of God': reve- 
lation to man is not authority for the Christian it was 
for the Jew, and by an earnest study of it we learn to 
fear and trust the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; 
and of Noah, Daniel and Job. 

ment were studied more, people would have more re- 1 



CHAPTER ID.' 

JESUS CHRIST AS ABSOLUTE KING. 

Chriit absolute King and Law-giver-Not councils-Nor con- 
science alone-Nor "the spirit of the times1'-Nor parents. 

Jesus Christ is the only-begotten of the Father, "the 
beginning of the creation of God." Being the Son, he 
is deity like the Father. He  was with the Father a t  the 
beginning of time, and God was evidently speaking to 
him when he said, "Let us make man in our image." ,It 
was through him that, God created all things. "In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God [deity]. The same was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made by him; and 
without him was not anything made that was made." 
(John 1 : 1-3.) 

In the great plan which God had in his mind. it 
was necessary for this Son to leave the presence of the 
Father and come to this world and take upon himself 
the form of man and die for the sins of the world, and ' 
finally call together into a kingdom those who desire to  
serve God. Through four thousand years of history, 
God had foretold now and then the coming. of his Son. 
Speaking of the saved ones who were to be gathered 
together into one body, the inspired 'prophet said, "In 
those days [the Caesars] shall the God of heaven estab- . 
Iish a kingdom which shall never be destroyed." (Dan; 
2 : 42.) 

32 

the birth of i n  hei; to a thione i* this Gorld. Wise m y ,  
following the directibns of God, come from the east to 
offer presents and do homage to the new-+rnlKing of 
the Jews. 'To  angels in the field i t  is also annouhced 
that unto them is born in the city of David, a savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. In all+ other respects, how difl 
ferent is the birlh of Jesus from the birth of a royal son! 
No princes stand around waiting the important event: 
No heralds announce Christ's birth to anxious thousands 
without a palace gate. Not in a royal building, surrppd$ 
with luxury and ppwer, but in a 'stible, 'ihe humblest. 
place in wl$cll it is possible for a man to see first thc 
light of day, is born Him who is to save the people 
from their sins and to establish a kingdom whigh shall 
never be destroyed. 

The life of Jesus while upon the earth does not inili- ' 

cate that he is a king or ever will be. 'Being the son of 
a carpenter, he is brought up to wprk at the trade of 'his 
father. For thirty years of his life he is no more in t h ~  
eyes of the ~vorld than any other son of an ordinary 
working man. At  the age of thirty, he takes up the cry 

* which John the Baptist had made, " ~ e ~ e n t  ~ e ,  for the 
kingdom of heaven is a t  hand." His personal mini st?^ 

' 
of abput three and a half years is for thk 6f pre- 

p$ng the people for the spiritual Aingdpm bhich he is 
to establish upon the earth. 

.This kirrgdont, ho-ztez~er,' Ite does tzot set tdp @ile.lze 
I 9 kcrc perso~lally u p o n t h e  earth. Peter he says, 
/ "Upon this rock I will build my .chur$h. . . . an4 

I i l l  give unto thee the keys of the king* .of heaven." 
The church and the kingdom as es!;iblished institutions 
are the same. Jesus, it is true, is ruling in the hearts 
9: m a y  while he is personally on the ea@, but he him- 
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self is obedient to the Mosaic, or Jewish, law, and he 
exhorts the people likewise to obey it. I t  is not till.'* 
Jesus dies that the old law .is annulled and the way is 
opened for the coronation of Jesus as King. After his 
resurrection he says to his disciples, "All authority is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth." No longer are 
the people to listen to the Jewish law. Jesus is now 
above th'at "and the people henceforth are to hear him 
alone in matters pertaining to life eternal. The disciples 
of Jesus are now with him .for the .last time. While they 
are looking at  him .he is taken up and a cloud receives 
him out of their s'ight. He  now enters heaven where' 
hc is crowned King of kings and Lord of lords; angels, 
principalities" and authorities being made subject unto 
hiin. He  is now an absolute King, with all authority in 
heaven and earth given into his hands. 

From his tltrorw irt the skies, King Jesus directs the 
affairs of his kingdom. H e  had gathered together much 
malerial for his kingdom while he was personally upon 
the earth, and when all authority was committed into hrs 
hands, the affairs of his kingdom were in an unorgan- 
ized condition. Just before he had left the earth, he had 
told his apostles how his kingdom was to be advanced - 

- among men. "Go ye therefore," he had said, "and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." But it was under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit that they were to go 
out and disciple the nations. "Tarry ye in the city," 
he had said, "until ye be endued with power from on 
high." (Luke 24: 49.) "But the Comforter [Helpqr], 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all 

' 

things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you." (John 14:26). "When he, the Spirit of 
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truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth." (John 
6 :  13.) From his position now as absolute King, Jesus 
sends the Holy Spirit down to lead the apostles into all 
tiuth and to gather together into one kingdom all that 
love their Lord and are willing'to submit to Him. The 
Holy Spirit then comes into the apostles and guides them 
as Jesus had promised "into all truth", and through them 
establishes on the day of Pentecost the kingdom of 
Christ with Jesus alone as the leader therein. M 

All the laws, however, of this kingdom are not given 
at this one time. The inspired apostles form a kind of 
congress to write the laws for the subjects of Jesus as 
the circumstances demand. What God reveals to them 
they put into the form of books and epistles. These in- 
spired writings have been preserved to us together with 
the writings of two other inspired men, Mark and Luke, 
and these books, now forming what is known as the New 
Testament, or New Covenant, are the law-book of King 
Jests to those who wish to become subjects in the ever- 
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior J p s  Christ. 

That these laws of Christ form a complete system of 
religion is evident from the Scriptures. Whatever God 
has done is perfect. Concerning the Scriptures which 
God gave to guide the Jewish people, the inspired Paul 
said, "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction. for 
instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." 
(2 Tim. 3: 16,17.) What the Old Testament Scriptures 
did for the Jews, the New Testament Scriptures do 
for the Christian, they make him complete and furnish 
him completely unto every good work. In addition to 
this, Peter says, "His divine power hath given unto us 
all things ? that pertain unto life and godliness." (2 Pet. 
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1: 3.) This being true, we can clearly see that anything 
in religious matters which is not revealed in the New 
Testament is something which does not pertain to life 
and godliness, and hence should be cast aside as a doc- 
trine of men. 

That tltis'law of o w  K ~ J I ~  is grot to be changed in 
l 

any may is evident from the whole tenor of the Scrip- 
tures as well as  from particular passages. Of the writ- 
ings of the old covenant which God made with the Jew- 
ish people, Jehovah said, "Ye shall not add unto the 
word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish 
aught from it." (Deut. 4: 2.) When the brethren begin 
to mix with the authority of Christ things from the 
authority of Moses, Paul says to them, "Though we, or 
an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed. As we said before, so say I now again,'if any 

, man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have ' 

received, let him be accursed." (Gal. 1 : 8,9.) When 
the inspired John is about to close the law-book of Icing 
~ e s u s ,  he &rites these words, "If any man shall add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him the p l a s e s  
that are written in this book. And if any man shall take - 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
sl~all take away his part out of the book of life, and out 
of the holy city, and from the things lvhich are written 

, in this book." (Rev. 22: 18,19.) These words of warn- 
ing against corrupting the laws of ChriSt are written 

, for the purpose of keeping pure the teachings of King 
Jesus so that his subjects in all countries and in all ages 

and in the way, too, which he has commanded. 
Notwithstanding these plain teachings that Christ 

is the absolute Ruler in the kingdom of heaven, that the 
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New Testament is his complete law-book, and that we 
must nit ,  under pain of condemnatYon, add to it or take 
from it, there are millions who profess to be citizens in 
the kingdom of heaven who have changed and are still 
c/za~t~bzg his lazv. Many do not realize what they are 
doin& yet they are corrupting his law nevertlleless. The 
legislative bodies which they have formed are wresting 
from Christ the authority which belongs to him alone. 
The clergy meet in cou~zrils, spods ,  general assernblior, 
associations, confererzres, co~zvc~~t io~~s ,  etc., and make 
laws on the very points on which King Jesus has given 
law. They disregard to a great extent what the great 
Law-giver has said on the subject. What right has any 
body of religious men to make laws respecting the ~ O V -  

ernment of the church, when Christ has given conlplete 
laws on that subject? What right have they to legis- 
late concerning theq\vork of the kingdom of heaven, 
vrhenbthe great King has told us how to carry on his 
rvork? By what authority do they pilt into the \vorship 
of God items which are not ~OLIIICI in Christ's law-booli, 
and leave out items which are in i t? When Jesus, the 
Icing, tells us how to pet into the kingdom, what right 
has man today to change those terms? I wonder at the 
liberty men are taking with the laws of Christ regard- 
less of the woe he has prono~~ncecl on those who corrupt 
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from what God had revealed to them his attitude toward 
the Gentiles. As we have in the New Testament all that 
God intends for man on the subject of religion, we do 

- not need today such assemblies as this one at Jerusalem. 
W e  are not, dear reader, legislators in the kingdom of 
heaven; we are only subjects. I t  is not our business to 
make laws to govern ourselves but to  find out the laws 
which Christ has given, for they are complete; and then 
to do them with our whole hearts. 

Many people make coitscieilcc alorte their king, in- 
stead of Jesus Christ. This is the common practice of 
the religious people about us. They say that if a man ' 
does what he thinks is right, that it is right and accept- 
able with God. Now we all shoulcl know that conscience 
is a 'creature of education. I t  can be educated in the 
wrong direction as well as the right one. The heathen 
are following their consciences when they are doing all O 

kinds of monstrous things in their devotions to their 
gods, things which we know are contrary to the law of 
Christ. Paul was following his conscience alone when he 
was persecuting the Church of God. As it is not con- 
science but the, laws of the land which we are tried by in ' 
the governments of men, so it is not by conscience but ' 

by the laws of Christ that responsible hearers in a land 
of Bibles shall be judged in the kingdom of heaven. Is , 
it not about time that those people who recognize Christ 
as king throw away the doctrinedthat conscience alone is 
king, and follow the commands of Jesus alone as the '. 
only safe way t o  hea'ven? 

Many worldly-minded Christians recognize in part the 
authority of Jesus and in part the authority of "the 
spirit of  the tinzes". They depart from the teachings of 
King Jesus in order to keep up with the spirit'of the age. 
Although the laws of Christ are perfect, and although 
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there is a woe pronounced on those who corrupt them, ' still there are many today whd say we need not carry on 
the kingdom of Christ according to the commands of the 
great King, but we can and must keep up with the times, 
if we would make a success. What has the spirit of the 
times to do with the religion of Jesus? Could not our 
King see down the centuries and know what was neces- 
sary for his people in all ages of the world? Jude tells 
us to "contend earnestly for the faith which was ortce for 
all delivered unto the saints." This expression "once for 
all", rendered thus in the Revised Version, means "once 
for all time". Which is your king, dear reader, the 
gospel of Jesus, o r  "the spirit of the times"? 

Some people, when they, are shown that their relig- 
ious practice is not according to the law-book of King 
Jesus, will say, "Well, my fatltcr and mother believed 
this way; and what was good enough for them is good 
enough for me." I t  is true that the Bible teaches us 

that as children we shoulcl obey our parents in all earthly 
things :, but when it comes to religious doctrines, if 
&r  parents teach and practise that which we see is not 
in harmony with the will of God, it is our business to 
"obey God rather than man." I t  is well that we love our 
parents, yet i t  is not their words but the teachings of 
King Jesus which will judge us in the last day. 

Oh tliat all Christian people would exalt Jesus in 
their minds and hearts to  his rightful position of King 
of kings and Lord of lords! Some seem to think that his 
government is  a republic where they have the right to 
make the laws to govern them. Some act as if it were a 
limited monarchy where Christ has part of the author- 
ity and thev have the rest. The simple truth is, however, 
that the goverr~me~tt of Jeszrs is an ubsollrte mo~~arcizy 

-with Jesus Christ as absoltite Kivg and the New Testa- 
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. ment as his only law-book. All things, which we do in 
this kingdom must be "in his name", by his authority. 
"All authority", says Jesus, "is given unto me iii heaven . 
and in eirth." W e  are not, then, legislators in the king- 
'dotn of Heaven; we are only subjects; and as such we 
can do nothing but obey the laws which have been given. 
When, then, men will follow the teaching of their 
parents when they see it is not in harmony with the New 
Testament; when they %dl mix "the spirit of the times" 
with the teaching,; of Jesus, thus corrupting the gospel 
of our Lord; when they will follow th&. dictates of con- 
science even though such dictates may be contrary to 
the Word of God ; when they will obey the laws of coun- 
cils, conferences, associations, conventions, etc., though 

.these make laws different from those of Christ,-when 
men will'do these things, they are wresting from Jesus 
Christ the authority wl~ich belongs to him alone as the 
absolute Monarch in the kingdom of heaven. Will you, 

' 

dear reader, in this way live in rebellion to your King? 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF T H E  CHURCH, O R  
KINGDOM, O F  CHRIST. 

Tim& when Kingdom was Established-Some say in the 
days of Abraham-Others, in the days of John the Bap- 
tist-Others, in the days of Christ himself-But not till 
after Christ's death-On the day of Pentecost. 

The expressions "Church of Christ" and "kingdom 
of Christ" are different names for the same institution 
and are used to bring out different ideas concerning it. '% 

The Greek word for "cliorcl~" means "called out", and 
the followers of Christ are so named because they are 
called out of the world. The word "kingclon~" brings 
nnt the idea of a king, laws and subjects, and thus makes --  - . 
clearer our relation to Christ. 

~t is important that we know the exact T I M E  
W H E N  T H E  KINGDOM OF CHRIST WAS ES- 
TABLISHED among men. for much contusion exists 
among Christ's follorvers because of ignorance of this 
date. - Some say that the Churcl~, or , kingdom, 
began in t11e d q s  of Abrobavrr, and that it has 
continued down to the present time with some variations 

' in the course of time. As evidence that the Church be- 
gan long before the days of Christ, the espression. "the 
church in the wilderness", (Acts 7 : 3S), is produced. , 
Now the word ~'chorch", as we have already remarked, 
simply means "called out". The Je\vish ~ e o p l e  while 
wandering in the wilderness were called "the church", o r  

41 
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"called out", because they were indeed called out' from- . 
the other nations of the world, and were to keep sep- 
arate from them and their abominations, just as the Chris- 
tian ,today is called o t ~ t  of the world and is supposed to , 
keep himself from the evil therein. Now it is true, and 
I am persuaded that no one will deny, that God has had a 
people in all ages of the world. If he has always had 
such a people and has reigned over them, we have in 
one sense a kingdom of God through afI the centuries, 
and hence may espect to find such expressions in all the 
Old Testament. But as we are not talking of the kingdom 
of God in a general sense but the kingdom of God i.n the 
sense of the kingdom, or Cl~urch, of Christ, we must 
look to a date more closely connected with our Savior 
to find the time when the kingdom was established. 

Others tell us that the Church, or kingdom, began i l l  

the days of John the Baptist. These people have been 
so positive that the Church wis established by John that 
they have nan~ed themselves after him. I t  is true that 
John says, "Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at , 

hand", but that does not meal; that the kingdom had been 
established. The principal scripture which is used to 
show that the kingdom was established in the days of 
John is this, "The law and the prophets were until John; 
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the Church, but the forerunner of Christ to prepare a 
people for the Lord. When he had finished his work, 
he was taken from the stage of action. Comparing him- 
self and his followers with Christ and his, John said, 
"He must increase, but I must decrease." (John 3:  30.) 
If John established the  Church, then it was a church 
which was to decrease, John himself being the witness. 

The statement of our Savioj- to Peter a t  Caesarea ' 
' Philippi helps us much in learning a t  least whegt the 

CIzzirclt zvas N O T  established. Peter had confessed that 
Christ was the Son of God, and in reply our Savior said, 
"Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I zvill build my . 
Church. . . . I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven." Here i t  is intimated that the 
Church and kingdom are the same, and it is shown pos- 
itively that the Church was not set up in Abraham's day, 
nor John's day, nor that Christ was establishing i t  even 
in his own day. I t  was yet a future something when 
Jesus was half through his personal ministry. Another 
statement of Jesus shows that his kingdom was not es- 
tablished while he was personally upon the earth. Near 
the close of his life "spake Jesus to the n~ultitude, and 
to  his disciples, saying, The Scribes and the Pharisees 
sit in Moses' seat; all therefore whatsoever they bid you 

. 

observe, that observe and do." (Matt. 23 : 1-3.) In  oth- 

e r  words, just before the death of Jesus the law of Moses 
was still supreme; hence the authority and law of Christ 
were no-t yet in force,-his Church, o r  kingdom, had not 
yet been set up. 

The trarzsfgt~ration~ of Christ, (Matt. l i ) ,  is an event 
- 

which further confirms us in the belief that-the kingdom 
of Christ was not established while Jesus was personally 
upon the earth. Jesus, you remember, took Peter, James 
and John with him into a mountain and was there trans- 
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fi&ired before them, his girrnents becoming -whiie as 
ligkit and his face as bright as the sun. There ap- 
peared unto them likewise Moses, the giver of the Jewish 
law; and Elijah, a representative of the prophets. The 
voice which came from heaven did not say, "This is . 
Moses, hear him and the law he gave." I t  did not say, 

, "This is Elijah, who represents the prophets, hear him 
and them." But the voice of God passed by these two 
servants of a dispensation which was ready to fade away, 
and said, "This is my beloved Son; hear ye him." This 

'. vision could mean nothing else than that Moses and the 
prophets were no longer authority for the pedple, and 
thar Christ was henceforth to be heard by all. But the 
time was not yet ripe to make that announcement publicly 
to the ~ews, ' for  Moses and the prophets would not be . 
taken out of the way till Jesus had died upon the cross. 
That is the reason that, when they came down from the 
mountain, Jesus said to them, "Tell the vision to no man 
till the Son of man be risen from the dead." If the dis- 
ciples had announced the lesson of the vision before the 
death of Christ, it would have been untrue then, and 
would have unnecessarily brought upon the disciples the 
wrath of the Jews. When the Son of man would be 
risen from the dead, then the time would have come to 
make known the vision and its lesson. Thus do we 
learn that during Christ's personal ministry he was rul- 
ing in the minds and hearts of many, yet his kingdom 
as an institution was not yet established. Christ's author- 
ity giew up gradually under the Jewish law, and it mas 
not till he died that the old law was taken out of the 
way. Paul says that Christ blotted "out the handwriting ' . 
of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary 
to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross." 
(Col. 2: 14.) Though the law was formally taken away 
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might understand the scriptures, and said unto them, 
Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, 
and to rise from the dead the third day; and that re- 
pentance and remission of sins should be preached in 
his name among all nations, beginning at  Jerusalem." 
(Luke 24: 4547.) "And he said unto them, Go into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He  
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that , believeth not shall be damned."  a ark' 16: 15, 16.) 
"But tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be 
endued with poyer from on high." 'Ye  shall receive 
power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth. And when he had spoken these things, while 
they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him . 
out of their sight." (Acts 1 : 8, 9.) 

In obedience to the command of Jesus, the apostles 
tarry at  Jerusalem for the promise of the Spirit. "And 
when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all . 
with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came 
a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and 
it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there 
appeared unto'them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it 
sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and began to spe& with other tongues, , 
as the Spirit gave them utterance." (Acts 2:  1-4.) Thou- 
sands of Jews, from every nation under heaven, are 

- gathered a t  this feast of Pentecost at  Jerusalem. When 
they and the Jews who are alreadylin Jerusalem hear 
that ignorant Galilean fishermen are speaking languages - 

, which they have never learned, they come together to see 
for themselves that the rumor is true. Peter, guided by 
God, uses the occasion of excitement made by the descent 
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of the Holy Spirit, to preach the &rious gospel of the 
Son of God. H e  shows them that that very occasion ' 

of the Man 
. - .  

the Son of 
'rs are con- 
iah foretold 

of the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit was foretold by 
Joel hundreds of years before. H e  tells them 
of Nazareth, of his teachings, 'his sufferings and hrs 
death, and shows them that they had killed 
God and the Savior of the world. The hearc 
vinced that they had indeed killed the Mess 
by the prophets through hundreds of years, and in the 
agony of their souls cry out, "Men an 
shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Chris 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive tl 
of the Holy Ghost. . . . Then they that gladly r< 
his word were baptized; k d  the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand souls." (Acts 

- ----- 

~d brethren, what 
- 

t 
le gift 
:ceived 

2 : 37-41.) THESE THREE THOUSAND BANUEU 
TOGETHER WITH T H E  APOSTLES FORM THE 

- . - - . - - - - -. . 
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST O N  EAKl'H. .l hu 1s 
the clear teaching of the Bible, and it has been the belief 
.of Christian people as a '  whole from the first century to 
the twentieth. 

This knowledge that-the Church was established on 
the day of Pentecost is necessary to make clear to our 
minds, a few things which are puzzling some religious 
people. Some men say that the Bible teaches that bap- 
tism is necessary to the remission of the sins of an alien 

' sinner. Others say that this can not be true, inasmuch 
as Christ hintself forgave people cvithoz~t bnptism. Jesus 
said to the palsied nSan, "Son, be of good cheer; thy sins 
are forgiven." He  said to the sinful woman, "Thy sins 
are forgiven." To the thief on the cross he said, "Today 
shalt thou be with me in paradise." No doubt these 
people received the remission of their sins without bap- 
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tism. How, then, do we reconcile this with the teaching 
elsewhere in the Book that baptism 3s for the remission 
of sins? (See Acts 2 : 38; 22: 16.) The explanation of 
these verses is not difficult when we know the time when 
the kingdom was established. When Jesus was on the 
earth, he was preparing things for the establishment of 
his Church. While doing that, he could bestow the 
blessings of his kingdom just as he saw fit. Even at that 
time, however, people generally received the remission 
of their sins by baptism, for John preached the "baptism 
of repentance for the remission of sins". (Mark 1 : 4.) 
But wben the Church was *established on the day of 
Pentecost, the law of pardon mas firmly fked and all 
alien sinners must conform to that law. 

Paul's comparison of a will with the law of Christ is 
applicable here. "Where a testament is," said he, "there 
must of necessity be the death of him that made it." 
While a man is living, he can dispose of his property as 
he pleases. He  can give five dollars to this poor man, 
a hundred dollars to that destitdte widow, and a thou- 
sand dollars to those orphan children, and no one can 
stop him, although his other espenditures are according 
to stipulations. When, hoh~ever, the man dies, none of 
his property can be disposed of  except according to his 
will. So Christ, when he was living, could say to the 
woman, "Thy sins be forgiven thee", and to the thief, 

. . "Today shalt thou be with me in paradise." But since 
Jesus has died, the blessings of the kingdom of heaven 
can be bestowed only according to the terms of the will 

; of Christ as made known this side of his death. At  no 
time after tk death of Christ do we find Jesus from 
heaven or the apostles on earth, saying to any one, "Thy - 
sins be f o r ~ v e n  thee" : but rather do we hear them sav- 

and, "Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord." Although it is true 
that Christ in his ministry on earth taught things con- 
cerning his kingdom, yet it is to a period in the New 
Testament this side of thk cross that we must go  to find 
the establishment of the Church and the fixed laws of 
the kingdom which are to be kept in all ages of the 
world. I t  is important to remember the fact that 
CHRIST'S CHURCH WAS ESTABLISHED ON 
THE DAY OF PENTECOST. 



CFTAPTERV. V 
CONVERSION, O R  T H E  NEW BIRTH, FROM A 

DENOMINATIONAL STANDPOINT. 

"Mystery" of New Birth-"Born of water8'-What denom- 
inations say "Born of Spirit" means-"Giving experi- 
ences''-The altar-The thief on the Cross-Lydia-The 
Philippian jailor-Cornelius, and the reason the Holy 
Spirit descended on him before baptism. 

Having learned that Jesus Christ is an absolute King, / 

and that his kingdom as an institution, or the Church, 
was established on the 'day of Pentecost, the next logical 
step for us to consider is that respecting citizenship in 
this kingdom. In other words, Conversion, o r  the 
NEW BIRTH, is the subject which now claims our at- 
tention. Inasmuch as this is a much-discussed question 
among the religious people, it is important'that we give 
our closest attention to the remarks which we now make 
concerning it. 

While in his personal ministry on earth, Jesus men- 
tioned to Nicodemus the terms of admittance into his 
Church, o r  kingdom. Said he, "Except a man be born 
of water and of the Spirit, he can not enter into the 
kingdom of God." (John 3 : 5.) Many a denomina- 
tional preacher has discoursed on the subject of the new 
birth, and when he has finished the hearer has been more 
confused than when he began. I n  fact, the preacher 
does what he can to mystify the subject, thinking that , 
Jesus himself mystified it when he said, "The wind blow- 

Q ... 
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eth where. it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth ; 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit." If -Jesus 
meant that the new birth could not be understood by 
Nicodemus, it was because of the undeveloped affairs of 
the kingdom of Christ. Jesus was teaching Nicodemus 
in his personal ministry, a time when he was gradually 
preparing the minds of the people for the new order of 
things which he intended to set up among them. In 
telling Nicodemus about entrance into the kingdom of 
God, he was relating to him something which was not 
understood by the people then, but would be later. This 
new birth was like Christ's kingdom in general in the 
minds even of the disciples. Not\vitl~standing all that 
Jesus taught his apostles concerning his kingdom while 
he was with them, which seem so plain to us now, still 
the apostles did not understand many of  then^. Even 
after his resurrection they tho~ight his kingdom was to 
be a temporal one, in which the Jews would conquer their 
enemies, and they said, "Lord, wilt thou at this time 
restore again the kingdom to Israel?" (Acts 1 : 6.) W e  
need not conclude that because the new birth was a 
mystery to Nicoden~us, and perhaps to all the people of 
that immediate time, hence it was a mystery after the 
Church, or kingdom, was fully established, any more 
than we need conclude that because the apostles thought 
that Christ's kingdom was temporal, we can not under- 
stand its nature now since it has been fully established. 
The apostles understood afterwards the nature of 
Christ's kingdom by what was revealed, to them, and so 
we understand the new birth by what the apostles have 
taught on the subject of entrance into Christ and the 
examples which we have of those who were born again. 

Jesus says, "Except a man be BORN O F  WATER 
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and of the Spirit, he can not enter into the kingdom of 
God." The word "of" before the word "Spirit" is in 
italics, which means that it is not in the original Greek. 
If it is left out, as it should be and as it is in the Revised 
Version, the idea is better conveyed that the being boru 
of c~vater mid the Spirit co~stitzlte one birth. Now what 
does it mean to be born of water? All the great com- 
mentators of the world say that this refers t o  baptism. 
Such has been the belief of the Church from the very 
beginning. Some local preachers have tried to make the 
people believe that this refers to the .natural birth, but 
this doctrine is as repellant as it is unscriptural. They 
make this twist in order to get away from the importance 
of, baptism as expressed in this verse. If it is true that 
being born of water refers to baptism, then we see that 
water baptism is not so insignificant as some would have 
us think, inasmuch as it is necessary in order to entrance 
into the kingdom of God. Now what do you think, dear 
reader, of the honesty of that mali, who, when showing 
the necessity of the new birth, will say, "Except a man 
be born of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God", leaving out altogether the expression "born of 
water"? And yet there are preachers today whose preju- 
dice against the importance of water baptism is so &ong 
that they will garble the Scriptures in this way. 

But what does Jesus mean when he says that a man 
must be BORN. O R  BEGOTTEN, O F  THE SPIRIT?  
The common idea of the religious people about us is that 
God settds his Spirit dowrt directly irtto the ltewt of tlw 
simer and makes of him a new creature, forgiving his 
sins and making him a child of God. The whole pro- 
cedure of the denominations generally in bringing peo- 
ple to Christ is interesting because of the many uv- 
scriptural things found in it.# The preacher generally 
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takes a text, though it is true that on many occasions he 
does not even read that much of the Word of God, and 
then he seldom refers to it again. The main part of the 
sermon consists of stories. Now it is true that a man 
may explain very appropriately sometimes what he is 
saying by an earthly illustration; but to fill a sermon 
with stories is something altogether different from that. 
When the man gets through, in many cases you know 
little more about the Bible and the plan of salvation than 
when he commenced. The most of his sermon has been 
filled with death-bed scenes. One sad story follows an- 
other until the audience is wrought up, and some are on 
the point of bursting into tears. Tell me plainly, dear 
reader, if you think this is the preaching of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ? Is  this the way :he apostles preached? 
Did they spend their time telling stories to the people? 
Most of the sermons today can not .be called gospel ser- 
mons, for they have little of the gospel in them. 

Many different vzethods are resorted to in order to 
stir excitentent in these meetings. Sometimes the leader 
in song will have the men sing, then the women. H e  
will have the women whistle, and then the men. Then 
those over thirty years of age will sing, and those under 
that age. If the preacher can not arouse the people in 
that way, he will have "all those who have mothers in 

, heaven" to stand, then those who have fathers there. 
Next, those who have brothers and sisters there; and 
then those who have children. And so they go on and 
on and on. All this is for the mere purpose of working 
on the feelings of the people by causing them to think 
of loved ones gone before. Where do we read in the 
New Testament that any of the apostles resorted to  
schemes of this kind in order to  gain converts to the 
Christian religion ? - 
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A t  the conclusion of a sermon of this kind, filled with 
death-bed scenes, perhaps members of the church are ' . called upon to "give tlzeir expericnce" when they were 
converted. One after another will men and women 
arise and in an excited way tell of their conveysion. 
Each one will relate how in some miraculous way the 
Lord appeared to him and spoke peace to his soul. Some 
will even say that they saw Jesus with their own eyes 
and heard him with their own ears. Some will shout, 
some will laugh, some will cry; and in  general there is 
such confusion that the honest-hearted one who can not 
be excited does not know what to do, and the frivolous 
in mind and the skeptic stand back and make -fun of 
the antics and speeches of the excited ones. We do not 
deny that many of these people are certainly honest in 
what they are doing, but we must say that their proceed- 
ings are unscriptural. 

Sinners are asked to come forward to the altar, o r  
mourners' bench, to seek religion. Some earnest souls 
come, and bowing down pray with all their hearts for 
God to pardon them and speak peace to their souls. 
They do not at first experience any change; but when 
they have prayed a long while and have had others pray 
for them, in the midst of the escitement they are led 
to think they,have experienced the change, and SO an- 
nounce that they are converted. No doubt there are cases 
under circumstances like this where people say they have 
experienced a change when they know they have not. 
Most of these people, however, have indeed experienced 
a change, but it is only such as is natural and not the 
result of the Spirit of God working directly on their . . 
hearts. Whenever a man gives himself wholeheartedly to 
do right, he will feel happy. Even on the 'outside of 
religious matters, it is true that when a man resolves to 

I 
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lead a better life, he will be happier. This natural feel- 
ing is by many attributed to the Holy Spirit. Those . 
most lively feelings which they attribute fo the Holy 
Spirit are in fact only the natural workings of an over- 
wrought imagination. What a man is looking for, that 
he i i  apt to see. T o  a person who is afraid at night, 
a little creaking of the house or the gnawing of a mouse, 
is some one trying to get in. So  those in conversion who 
are looking for something strange, experience a great 

Q 
change; not in fact but in imagination. W e  frankly 
admit that many of these people are as earnest and hon- 
est as it is possible for man to be, but we do believe 

' that these experiences which they have are only the re- 
sults of natural causes, and we know the whole pro- , 

-\ 

ceeding is unknown to the New Testament. 
The doctrine that God sends the Holy Spirit down 

directly into the sinner's heart and makes him a child 
of God, is not only unscriptural in that it is not found 
in the Scriptures, but it is anti-scriptural in that it is 
directly opposed to a plain passage of scripture which 
announces an immutable attribute of God. Listen to our  
reason for these statements. Here is a mourners' bench 
with two men a t  it seeking pardon from God. One man 
is of an excitable turn of mind, and the other is just 
the opposite. The excitable man is frivolous in mind 
and crooked in business, while the other is straightfor- 
ward in every respect. They both are expecting a great 
chapge to be wrought in them by the Spirit of God. It 
does ~ o t  take the excitable man long to "get religion" 
and to profess a grand conversion, yet his actions a few 
weeks afterward show that he is leading the same old 
life. The even-tempered man is just as earnest and 
honest, perhaps more so, and yet he  does not get relig- 

. ion the first 'night. H e  tries again the second night, 
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and still he does not get  it. H e  tries a third and fourth the original Greek, either the grace o r  the faith. As the . night, hours a t  a time on each occasion, and yet he does words "it is" are not in the original, as the italics shoq 
not experience this change he is taught to expect. And the one who is using these verses must confine himself 
so he seelts religion through the entire meeting, and to the word "that". Now that the word "that" does not 
finds it not. T o  say that the man does not "get through" refer to the word "grace" or "faith" is evident from the 
because he will not rely entirely on Jesus, is to contra- fact that the pronoun is in the neuter gender in the 
dict his word; for he says that he has given himself original while these otlier words are in the feminine 
wholly to Christ, and he has never been found guilty of gender; and a pronoun, you know, always agrees with 
falsifying in all his previous life. H e  is too even-tem- its antecedent in gender. The pronoun "that" refers to 
pered to get excited though there is much confusion all the idea of salvation contained in the word "saved". 
around him, and he is too honest to say he  has experi- "The gift of God", says Paul, "is eternal life", o r  salva- 
enced a'grcat change when he knows he has not. Now tion. (Rom. 6: 23.) Salvation is a gift compared with 
the simple question is this, Why does the Lord send the the little which God requires of us in this world. And 
Spirit down into the heart of this wicked, frivolous, ex- yet it is not given to us without conditions, as the whole 
citable man in a few minutes, and make him a child of New Testament shows. 
God ; and yet pass over this other man night after night, I t  is also argued that we are saved by faith o d y ,  
week after week, and sometimes year after year? Ac- because of the statement of Paul, "For ye are all the 
cording to this system, God is a'respecter of persons. children of God by faith in Christ Jesus." (Gal. 3 : 26.) 
The Bible, however, says plainly that "God is no re- Paul'is here contrasting the Jewish law which had rites 
specter of persons." Our  only conclusion, then, can be and ?eremonies as its principal feature, with the gospel 

. that this doctrine which teaches that the Lord sends which has faith as its foundation. The next verse es- 
down the Holy Spirit into the heart of a sinner to con- plains this one, "For as many of you as were baptized 
vert him, is not from God. Reader, has this contradic- into Christ have put on Christ." Thus do we see that 
tion between your doctrine and the Word of God never "saving faith" is nothing less than that degree of faith 
struck you before? Which will you follow in this matter which causes a man to be "baptized into Christ". What 
of conversion, God o r  man? some people call "saving faith" is nothing but a living 

Those who practise and teach this system of conver- faith which causes the possessor to doXhose things which 
- sion produce scripture to fry to prove their doctrin;. This are necessary to bring salvation; while what they call 

scripture is often produced to show that rr~LFJiicg faith" "historical faith" is simply "faith without works", as the 
is a gift of God. "By grace are ye .saved through . Bible expresses it. 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; . The case of the tlzief who was saved by faith without 
not of +arks lest any man should boast." (Eph. 2: 8, 9.) baptism, and of the others whose sins were remitted by 
~ c c o r d i n ~  to these verses, that which is "not of your- Christ when he said, "Thy sins be forgiven," are also 
selves" but is "the gift of God" can not be, according to produced to prove the doctrine of the creed which sags, 



58 THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

"That we are  justified by faith only is a most wholesome 
doctrine and very full of comfort." But we have shown 
in the chapter on The Establisltmknt of the Church that 
these cases can not be applied to us today, inasmuch'as . 
the Church was not established and the law of pardon 
was not firmly fised. Christ said, "Upon this rock I will 
build my Church," (Matt.,, l G  : 18), thus showing that the , 
C11urch was not in existence even at  that time. Every 
evidence shows, and Christendom has always believed, 
that the Church was established on the day of Pentecost 
mentioned in Acts second chapter. Hence the law of 
pardon was not yet fised for all nations and ages. But 
since the Churcl~ was established on the day of Pentecost; 
the law of pardon, or  entrance into the Church, has.been 
fised for the Christian age. The salvation of the thief 
and others without baptism is further explained by Heb. 
9: 16. Paul there says, "For where a testament is, there 
must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For  
a testament is of force after men are dead; otherwise 
it is of no strength at  all while the testator Iiveth." 
While a man is living he  can dispose of his property a s  
he pleases, but when he dies everything must be carried 
out according to his testament, o r  will. So Christ, while 
he was living, could bestow the blessings of the kingdom 
of heaven as he pleased, but when he  died all blessings 
must be bestowed according to the will, or testament, 
of Christ. After Christ sealed his testament with his 
blood, and while the apostles were esecuting his will, 
there is no record that any alien sinner received pardon 
e x e p t  by repenting and being "baptized . . . for 
the remission of sins." (See Acts 2 : 38.) 

But i t  'is further argued that "WIzosor~er shall ca!l 
icpoa the name of the Lord slzall be saved." (Rom. 
10:'13.) Why wrest the Scriptures from their connection 
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in this way, and make them teach something which is 
contrary to the rest of the Word of God? Read several 
verses and get the thou&, "For there is no differecce 
between the Jew and the Greek ; for the same Lord over 
all is ric'h unto all that call ipon him. For  whosoever 
shall call upon the nsme of the Lord shall be saved." 
This is not a detailed account of how a man is saved, 
but only an  incidental remark concerning those who can 
be saved. The sentence simply means that ruhosocvcr, 
whether Jew or Gentile, will turn to the Lord can be 
saved. The apostle Peter used the same language on 

" 
the day of Pentecost, (Acts 2:  21), and then when those 
same people wisl~ecl to know what to do to bc saved, 
he said, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins." 
(Acts 2 :  38.) Jesus himsclf overthrows this whole doc- 
trine of salvation by believing and merely calling on the 
Lord, when he says, "Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdon1 of heaven; but 
he that doetlr the will of my Father who is in heaven." . 
(Matt. 7: 21.) 

The command in Acts 3: 19, "Repent ye t l~erefore ,~  
and be coitvertad, that your sins may be blotted out," 
does not help the doctrine of salvation by faith alone, 
for there is nothing here said about faith. The Revised 
Version justly renders the espression "be converted" 
into "turn again", for the Greek word here is in the 
active not passive voice, a n d  means that the person 
should do something and not that he should have some- 
thing done to him. We can not say that because baptism . 
is not mentioned here, a man's sins may be blotted out 
without it, any more than we can say that they are 
blotted out without faith because that is not mentioned. 
A man can not repent until be believes, and he can not 
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turn to the Lord wholly unless he turns in state and 
comes into him, which he doe when he is "baptized into 
Christ". (Gal. 3 : 27.) 5 

Nor does the case of Lydia, (Acts 16: 141, prove 
the doctrine of the direct operation of the Holy 
Spirit in conversion. "Whose heart the Lord opened," 
says the l~istorian, "that she attended unto the things 
which were spoken by Paul." When Lydia attended to, 
o r  gave heed to, the things which were spoken by Paul, 
she simply obeyed his words. The Lord opened her 
heart by the story of the cross which Paul related, just * 
as  he opens the heart of every one who becomes a Chris- 
tian, so that she gave heed to, or obeyed, the things # . 
commanded, one of which commands was to be baptized. 
If this means that God miraculously opened the heart of 
Lydia by the direct influence of the Holy Spirit, then 
who would have been respotlsible if Lydia's heart had 
not been opened at all? Who, then, is respot~sible for 
any man's non-conversion? Does not this throw the 
responsibility on God himself who refuses to send the 

' 

Spirit? If God miraculously influenced Lydia to obey 
the gospel and refuses to influence any one else who is 
o t ~ t  of Christ, then he is a respecter of persons, which 
the Bible tells us plainly that he is not. W e  see that 
this doctrine is antagonistic to  the Word of God? 

Paul said to the Philippian jailor, "Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ,'and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house", (Acts 16: 31) ; but this does not prove that one 
is  saved by faith only. If i t  does, then repentance is not 
necessary to salvation, for nothing is said about it here. 
If faith implies repentance, why will it not imply bap- . 
tism also? Paul was here talking to a heathen man who 
probably knew nothing more abo,ut the gospel than that 
expressed by +e evil spirit in the young woman who 
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said, "These men . . . show unto us the way of 
salvation," and so the' first thing which he called upon 
him to do to obtain this salvation was to believe in 
Christ. Paul then showed the jailor what belief in Jesus 
meant by expounding to him the Word of the Lord, and 
then he took him and baptized him and his household 
the same night. If the ieligious people today would lay 
as much stress on baptism as the inspired Paul did, they 
would not wait for warm weather nor defer for six 
months before they baptized those who desire to obey 
their Lord. 

The case of Coruclkrs is about the only one left which 
might be 'produced in favor of  the direct operation of  
the Holy 'Spirit in conversion. Yes, it is true that the 
Spirit came upon him and his household before they 
were baptized and enabled them to speak with tongues; 
but the question is, Did the Spirit come upon these peo- 
ple to convert them? In order for us to learn the lesson 
whicll God would have us learn from this case, it is 
necessary to notice somewhat in detail the circumstances 
surrounding it. The question of Gentile acceptance with 
God, is really the lesson to be learned from the whole 
incident. The Jews had been the specially favored of  
God for'fifteen hundred years, and when the gospel was 
ushered in they thought they were the only ones to be 
benefited by it, imagining that the kingdom of Christ 
was to be a temporal one in, which .the Jews would re- 
gain their independence and become the leading nation 
of the world. %!fore the Church was established, Christ 
said to the apostles, "Go not into the way of the Gentiles 
and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not; but 
go rather tp the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 
(Matt. 10 : 5, 6 . )  On one occasion he spoke of the 
Gentiles as dogs, (Matt. 15 : 26), which indeed ,they were 
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to the Jews. After his death Christ gave another com- 
mission to his apostles. In  this he broke down the dis- 
tinction between Jew and Gentile, and said, "Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 
(MatE 28: 19.) I t  seems, however, that even the apos- 
tles did not realize the scope of this great commission. 
Finally the Church was established and thousands of 
people had come into it, and yet the Gentiles as such 
had not had the gospel preached to them. The time was 
now ready to break down the middle wall of prejudice 
between the two classes of people, Jew and Gentile, and 
bring' them all into one family. 

God knew that the prejudice of the Jews against the 
Gentiles was so great that miracles would be necessary 
in order to break it down. The vision of Peter on the 
house-top at Joppa and the out-pouring of the Holy 
Spirit on Cornelius and his household, both of which 
are recorded i? Acts tenth chapter, were the miracles he 
performed. Peter, you remember, was on the liouse- 
top about noon when he fell into a trance and saw a 

, *, 
great sheet let down from heaven in whicli were all kinds 
of beasts and creeping things. A voice .came from 
heaven saying, "Arise, Peter, slay and eat." But Peter 
answered that nothing common or  unclean had at any 
time entered his mouth. The voice again said, "What 
God hath cleansed, call not thou common o r  unclean." 
This was done three times, and then the sheet was drawn 
up into heaven. This vision simply Leant that hence- 
forth the line of demarcation between Jew and Gentile 
was broken down. Peter did not understand the vision 
then, but what happened later made it plain to him. 
While he  was musing as to what the vision meant, three 
men called for him; and being instructed by the Spirit 
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he went. These. men came from Cornelius, a pious Gen- 
tile, who had been instructed by an angel to send for I 

Peter who would tell him what he must do to be saved. i 
Peter, knowing that he  was doing something contrary to 
Jewish customs when he  would go into the families of 1 
Gentiles and eat and drink with them, took six brethren - 
along as witnesses. When Peter came to Cornelius, he 
found a company of people, consisting of that man's rela- 
tives and friends, ready and anxious to hear the Word 
of God. Peter then preached to the people the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. While Peter was preaching to them, 
the Holy Spirit fell on them as it did on the apostles at 
the beginning, and they spake with tongues and magni- 
fied God. 

W e  have come now to the important point to this 
whole story. This is the only case in the New Testament 
where the Spirit camc upon any one before he,was bap- 
tized, and the question now comes, Why did he descend 
upon Cornelius and his housel~old before they yere bap- 
tized? Some say that it was in order to convert them. 
The whole connection, however, shows that it was to 
confirm the apostle Peter and to convince the six men 
with him that the Gentiles were as acceptable with God 
as the Jews. Peter was convinced by the miraculous 
out-pouring of the Spirit that the Gentiles were as fit 
for the kingdom as the Jews, and he  asked his Jewish 
brethren, "Can any man forbid water that these should 
not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit as 
well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized." 
Now when we couple with this miracle the statement that 
"tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe but to 
them that believe not", (1 Cor. 14: 22), we understand 
that THIS OUT-POURING OF T H E  SPIRIT BY 
W H I C H  T H E  RECIPIENTS SPAKE W I T H  



TONGUES WAS NOT FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
CONVERTING CORNELIUS AND T H O S E  U P O N  
WHOM I T  DESCENDED, BUT FOR T H E  PUR- 
POSE O F  CONFIRMING PETER AND CONVINC- 
ING T H E  MEN W I T H  H I M  T H A T  T H E  GEN- 
TILES W E R E  ACCEPTABLE SUBJECTS O F  T H E  
GOSPEL T H E  SAME A S  T H E  JEWS. 

That this is !he meaning of this chapter is evident 
from the next .one. I t  turned out as Peter surmised, 
that he would be called upon to answer for going in and 

. eating with uncircunlcised people. Peter went up to 
Jerusalem and rehearsed the whole matter to the brethren 
there, using the six brethren as witnesses.' In Peter's 
speech to the brethren at Jerusalem is language which 
overthrows the notion that the Holy Spirit came upon 
Cornelius to convert and save him. The a n p l  had told 
Cornelius to send for Peter ':~vIlo shall tell thee words, 
whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved." (Acts 
1 1  14.) I t  was obedience to the words which Peter 
preached rvliich saved Cornelius and his house and not 
the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit upon them; and 
among those words the only command which happens 
to be.recorded is the one to be baptized. The out-pouring 
of the Spirit on the Gentiles was really only an object 
lesson of the truth of Peter's vision on the house-top 
that "God hath cleansed:' all nations. Thus is the case 
of Cornelius in harmony with all the rest of the New 
Testament, and against the doctrine of miraculous con- 
version or pardon by faith alone. 

W e  have noticed in this chapter all the scriptures and 
arguments we can think of in favor of the doctrine of the 
Methodist creed which says, "That we are justified by 
faith only is a most wholesome doctrine and very full 
of comfort", and in favor of the teaching of the direct 

operation of the Holy Spirit in conversion, and we find 
that the doctrines are not only unscriptural in that they 
are not found in the Word of God, and hence are doc- 
trines of men, but they are positively anti-scriptural in 
that they are opposed to many plain passages of scrip- 
ture. 



. CHAPTER VI. 

CONVERSION, O R  T H E  NEW BIRTH, FROM 
THE NEW TESTAhiIENT STANDPOINT. 

The' New Birth Necessary-Born of water-Born of the 
Spirit-Many passages to show what Christ means. 

That TI-IE NEW BIRTH I S  SOMETHING 
WHICH, I S  NECESSARY is evident from the language 
of Christ that "Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit .he can not enter into the kingdom of God." 
This positivc language of our Savior overthrows forever 
the idea of many in the world that a man can be saved 
by his morality without the gospel and the Church. 
Many people seem to think that because they are living 
good moral lives, because they are good citizens, good 
neighbors, good husbands, good fathers, etc., hence they 
have a prospect of heaven. There can not, however, 
be a greater delusion than this. These good works are , 

part of the Christian life, and the follower of Jesus can 
not be saved without them, and yet these words of 
Christ show us clearly that we must conform to certain 
rules in order to entrance into- the kingdom of heaven. 

Reason teaches us that one must be 'a citizen in a 
kingdom in order to yeceive the benefits of it. No 
matter how good or bad a man is, if he does not belong 
to the Church he does not honor o r  dishonor it. H e  
may be as  good morally as many in the ~hu"rch, but still 
he is not entitled to the spiritual blessings which the 
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the best man in the Church, still he has no promise of 
acceptance with God, for Christ has received no glory 
at all for the life he has lived. Many think that because 
they belong to some secret order which has religious 
services connected with it, they are religious enough to 
gain them a home in heaven. But all the good a man 
does as a worldling o r  as a lodge member, does not honor 
Christ and is not done by his authority. Jesus says, 
"Whatsoever ye do, in word o r  deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to  God the Father 
through him." If one man can be saved by his good 
works on the outside of the Church, then of course 
another can, and another and another; in fact, we all 
can be saved without it. Where, then, would the Church 
be? W e  can see clearly that it would be non-existent in 
a little time. Any course of conduct which, if carried 
out b$ all Christians, would annihilate the Church which 
the Bible teaches would continue forever, is certainly not 
approved of God. I t  is "not by works of righteousness 
which we have done [independent of the gospel], but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration [baptism] and renewing of the Holy Ghost 
[the begetting by the Spirit]." "Except a man be born 
of water and of the Spirit", says Jesus, "he can not 
enter into the kingdom of God." In view, dear reader, 
of the necessity of the new birth, it is to our eternal 
interest that we examine diligently these thoughts which 
are presented on this subject. 

What does our S'avior mean by the expression 
'"BORN O F  WATER"? This is the question which 
now confronts us. Some, in order-to escape the idea 
of the necessity of water baptism in order to entrance 
into the kingdom of God, say that it refers to the natural 



here a general word is used which may refer either to the 
begetting or the being born. A man, then, is born of 
water and beht ten by the Spirit. In order to under- 

SPIRIT". Strictly speaking, a man is begotten of his 
father and born of his mother, but in the original Greek 
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birth. This idea is ridiculous as well as uns&iptural. 
The Church has believed from the first century that this 
expression refers to baptism. Some of the creeds refer 
to this very expression to show the necessity of that 
institution. The entire religious world with but very few 
exceptions admits that the expression "born of water" re- 
fers to water baptism. This is the only interpretation 
of this passage which will harmonize with the rest of the 
New Testament. 

But in the admission that these words refer to water 
baptism, there follows the necessary conclusion that im- 
mersion is necessary to entrance into the kingdom of 
God. The figthe of speech employed by our Savior 
shows that conclusively. Can anything in the animal 
kingdom be born of something smaller than itself? We 
know that it can not. So it is true that a man can not 
be born of a body of water sn~aller than himself. H e  
can not be born of a few drops of water nor of a tumbler 
of water. He  can only be born, o r  brought forth, of a 
body of \rater which is larger than himself. The facts 

. in the case show us that the expression "born of water" 
can refer to immersion alone. This harmonizes with 
Paul's language in Rom. 6:4, which says that we are 
"buried with him [Christ] through baptism". 

We come now to the expression "BORN O F  T H E  

- 
stand this begetting iX the spirit, we must go to other . 
passages of scripture bearing on the same subject. Paul 
says, "In Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the 
gospel." (1 Cor. 4: 15.) Again he says, "Of his own 

born of water means to be baptized, as we have seen. 
The other four things of which it is said that we are 
begotten must be reduced to one, or else the ~ o r d - h a s  
used figures of speech which have little meaning to them. 
Now is it not true that to be born, o r  begotten, by the 
Spirit, is the same as to be begotten by the gospel, by 
the word of truth, and by the word of God.? The gos- . 
pel, the word of truth, and the word of God are of 
course the same. Now how does this a s p e l  come to us? 
"Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Spirit." The words of the gospel are the words 
of the Spirit. When, then, we permit the gospel, the 
word of God, the word of truth, all of 'which are the 
same and come through the Holy Spirit, to sink into 
our hearts and produce that degree of faith which over- 
comes us and causes us to cry out, "Lord, be mercifnl to 
me a sinner", "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?", 
then we have been begotten by the Spirit. And when 
we go on in our obedience and go down into the waters 
of baptism and are buried therein, as Paul expresses it, 

' and come forth again, we have been born of the water. 
Just as certain as there is anything in reason and revela- 
tion, just so certain is it that when a man believes the 
gospel which is the words of the Spirit, and is baptized 
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as i t  commands, he has been born of water and the 
Spirit. 

There are many passages in the Bible which show , 

that this explanation of the begetting by the Spirit is the 
scriptural one. Many people seem to think that when- 
ever the Spirit is spoken of in connection with man 
that it operates directly upon his spirit. This is a mis- 
take, for whatever .the Spirit does through an agent is 
said to be done by the Spirit itself. The Bible speaks 
about people's being led by the Spirit and being con- 
demned by the Spirit, and yet the context shows that the , 
guiding and condemning were not done directly by the , 
Spirit from heaven but through an agent. Nehemiah 
says, concerning the Israelites in the wilderness, "Thou 
[God] gavest thy good Spirit to instruct them." (Neh. 
9 :  20.) ~ h & e  people did not receive the Spirit directly 
from God, but Moses received it and led them. So to- 
day people are not led by the Spirit of God by receiving 
it directly from above but by followitlg the words of the 
apostles wl;o were guided by the Spirit. Nehemiah 
again says, "Yet many years didst thou [God] forbear 
them, and testifiedst against them by thy Spirit in 
the prophets." (Neh. 9:  30.) Here we learn that the 
Holy Spirit condemned the disobedient Jews, but this 
was not done by the Spirit's working directly on the 
hearts of the people, but it was done tlzrmrglz the 

ceived the law by the disposition of angels and have not 
kept it." (Acts 7 : 51-53.) How did these people- resist 
the Holy Spirit? The fathers resisted the Spirit when 
they refused to hear the words of the Spirit which came 
through Moses and the prophets, and the stiffnecked 
Jews of Stephen's day resisted the Spirit by refusing to 
hear the words of the Spirit which cjme through Christ, 
the apostles, and other inspired men. Thus do we see 

propl!ets. 
Stephen uses similar language to this. ' Ye  stiff- . 

necked", he said, "and uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, 
so do ye. Which of the prophets have not your fathers 
persecuted? and they have slain them which showed be- 
fore of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have 
been now the betrayers and murderers; who have re- - 

that &d does not lead nor condemn the masscs of the 
people by his Spirit' directly from heaven but by his 
Spirit through the prophets and apostles and other in- 
spired men. In  like manner, when we are born, o r  be- 
gotten, by the Spirit, God does not work on us directly, 
but indirectly by his Spirit through the gospel, thc word 
of truth, the word of God, as we have clearly secn. 

That God does not cleanse us by a direct operation 
of the Holy Spirit from heaven is evident from the 
language of our Savior to the apostles, "Now gc arc 
clean through the word which I have spoken unto you." 
(John 15 : 3.) Every earnest-hearted person is desiring 
to be made clean in the eyes of God, for when this is 
brought about, then one is acceptable with God. But 
the,apostles were not made clean by the direct operation 
of the Spirit upon their hearts, but they were made clean 
by hearing and obeying the words of the Spirit which 
came from our Savior himself. 

Sometimes we hear people praying for God to send 
power down from heaven to convert the penitent sinners 
at the mourners' bench and bring salvation to their souls. 
Loud and long are such prayers offered to God. But 
has God promised to do 'that? Paul tells us plainly what 
the power is which will save us. "I am not ashamed", 
says he, "of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth." (Rom 



1: 16.) The gospel is the words of the Spirit, and when 
a m n  believes it he is begotten by the, Spirit, Why 
should people pray for God to send down power to save 
penitent ones when Paul plainly says that the gospel is 
the power of God unto salvation .to every one that 
believeth? If we believe it with our whole hearts and 
will obey it, God will give salvation to our souls. 

In  the parable of the sower, Jesus shows us by a 
figure in the vegetable kingdom that the source of life 
in the kingdom of God lies in the word of God. The 
seed is the "word of the kingdom". (Matt. 13: 19.) 
Now it is the seed which contains the g e m  of life, and 
it is the germ of life which produces the new plant. As 
the seed, in this illustration, fell upon different grades of 
soil and produced accordingly, so the seed of the king- 
dom which is the "word of the kingdom", the gospel, 
falls into the hearts of men and women and produces 
according to the kind of soil. How can we, in the face 
of this language of Jesus, say that the life-giving power 
to the alien sinner come's from the Holy Spirit directly 
from heaven, when Christ shows that that which germi- 
n?tes and brings forth fruit is the "word of the king- 
dom", the gospel ? 

Paul' uses language which is a commentary on the 
words of Christ that "Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he can not enter. into the kingdom 
of  God." That inspiked man says, "Having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed 
with pure water." (Heb. 10: 22.) O u r  hearts are 
sprinkled from an  evil conscience when we hear the gos- 
pel which is the words of the Spirit and surrender our 
hearts to the Lord; then we are kgot ten by the Spirit. 
Our bodies are washed with pure water when they gre 
buried with Christ by baptism into death; then are'we 

but he that believeth not shall be damned." (Mark 
16: 15,lG.) When a man believes the gospel, which is 
the words of the Spirit, he is begotten by the Spirit : 
and when he goes on in his obedience and is baptizetl, he 
is born of the water.. In the great commission, Christ 
expressed in other words what he had said to Nicodemus 
that ''Except a man be%orn of water and of the 'Spirit, 
he can not enter into the kingdom of God." ' 

W e n  we take all these scriptures on the work of 
the Holy Spirit in conversion, it is very clear to our , 
minds how he begets us. That doctrine of the new birth 
so'prevalent today in which it is taught that God sends 
his Spirit down directly from heaven into the heart of 
the sinner to make him a child of God, is certainly a 
doctrine for which there is no authority in the Word of 



N E W  TESTAMENT EXAMPLES O F  CONVER- 
SION, OR T H E  N E W  BIRTH. I 

Conversion of Samaritans-Corinthians-Ethiopian eunuch- 
Saul of Tarsus-Pentecostians. 

The best way to make a teaching clear to one's mind 
is to give an illustration or object lesso~l of it. When 
the child starts to school he 1ear11s to read by object les- 
sons. The word "horse" is given, with the picture of a 
horse above it, and the words "house", "dog", etc., and 
by associating the words with the pictures the child soon 
learns to read. Jesus, in his teaching, not only'presented 
abstract doctrines, but he gave illustrations of d ~ a t  he  
was saying. All the parables are object lessons, and 
they make plain many things in the kingdom of heaven. 
Not only does Christ tell us that a man must be born of 
water and the Spirit, but in the"examples of thousands 
who were converted in the days of the apostles he gives 
illustrations of just what he meant by those words., If, 
then, we will go to the book of Acts of Apostles we can 
learn how people were converted, or born again, under 

' the guidance of inspired men ; and we know that as they 
were converted then, so people should be converted now. 

The CONVERSION O F  T H E  SAMARITANS'is 
a clear example of the teaching of Christ on the new 
birth. Philip went down to Samaria and preached the 
gospel to the people. "When they believed Philip 
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to our minds that the Corinthians were converted, or 
born again, by hearing the gospel which came thiough 
the Holy Spirit, and believing it ancl being baptized. 

The CASE O F  T H E  ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH is 
upon the same subject, ancl as the details of that conver- 
sion are mentioned in the Scriptures, it is well that we 
refresh our minds concerning them. "The angel of the 
Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the 
south -unto the way, that goeth down from Jerusalem unto 
Gaza, which is desert. And he arose ancl went; and, 
behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority 
under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who had the 

. charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for 
to worship, was returning. and sitting in his chariot read 
Esaias the prophet. Then the Spirit said unto Philip, 
Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. And Philip 
ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet 
h i a s ,  and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? 
And he said, How can I, except some man should guide 
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me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and 
sit with him. The place of the scripture which he read 
was this, H e  was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and 
like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not 
his mouth; in his humiliation his judgment was takcn 
away; and who shall declare his generation? for his life 
is taken from the earth. And the eunuch answered 
Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom .speakethL the 
prophet this? of himself, o r  of some other man? Then 
Philip opened his mouth, and began a t  the same sc r ip  
ture, and preached unto him Jesus. And as they went 
on their way they came unto a certain water; and tlie 
eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to 
be baptized? . . . And lie commanded the chariot to 
stand still; and they went down both into the water, both 
Philip and the eunuch ; and he baptized him. And wh& 
they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord caught away Philip." (Acts 8: 26-39.) 

This example of conversion is worthy of our close 
study. Notice that Philip preached nothing to the 
eunuch but "Jesus". And as they went on their way, 
the eunuch said, "See, here is water; what doth hinder 
me to be baptized?",. Now why do you suppose he said 
that? Is it not very evident that when Philip preached 
Jesus to the man he was preaching water baptism to 
him? firany people today wish to preach Jesus to their 
hearers without saying anything about water baptism. 
To those who preach upon the subject they will say, 
"Oh, don't say so much about baptism and tell us more 
about Jesus." The truth is that we can not separate 
Christ from his commands,-we can not preach Jesus 
without preaching water baptism, for his last words on 
earth were, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature; he that believeth and is baptized shall 

I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto 
me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And I an- 
swered, Who' ar t  thou, Lord? And he said unto me, I 
am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. And 

, they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were 
afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spake 
to me. And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And h e  . 
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be saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned." 
The nien today who are trying to preach Christ without 
preaching baptism are proclaiming a mutilated gospel, 
and rest under the condemnation of that scripture which 
says, "Though we or an angel from heaven preach any 
other gospel unto you than that whicli we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed." (Gal. 1 : 8.) 

' 

How different was the reception of the eunuch by 
Philip from that of a man today who wishes to be bap- 
tized by the church to,which he applies! When a man .' 

today knocks for admittance into certain churches, they 
call a meeting and vote as to whether he should be re- 
ceived as a member among them. Do we find in all the 
New Testament an example or even a hint that anything 
like that was practised among them? I t  is as foreign 
to the New Testament as anything can be. When the 
eunuch wished to be baptized, he was baptized at once. 
If we are going to follow the Word of God, why p should 

' 

we not imitate this simplicity? I t  is dangerous to do 
' 

I otherwise. 
The TURNING O F  SAUL OF TARSUS to the 

Christian religion is another example of the new birth. 
H e  was on his way to Damascus to cast into prison all 
that called upon the name of the Lord. "And it  came to 
pass", he says, "that, as I made my journey, and was 
come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there 
shone from heaven a great light round about me. And 



, - - - - -  
it shall be told thee of all things which are appbinted 
for thee to do. And when I could not see for the glory 
of that light, being led by the hand of them that were 
with me, I came to Damascus. And one Ananias, a 
devout man according to the law, having a good report 
of all the Jews which dwelt there, came unto me, and 
stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. 
And the same hour 1 looked up upon him. And he said, - 
The God of our fathers hat11 chosen thee, that thou 
shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and 
shouldest hear the voice of his mouth. For thou shalt 
be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and 
heard. And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name 
of the Lord." (Acts 32 : 6-16.) 

The conversion of Paul was an exceptional one in 
some respects, and in those esceptional points it has . 
never been duplicated. The Lord Jesus appeared in per- 
son to P a d  in his conversion. Some have tried to think 
from this instance that the Lord will appear to every 
one. People sometimes say, "I want to be converted as 
Paul was ; I want to see Jesus with my own eyes." Many 
people actually say that when they were converted they . 
saw Christ, o r  that a great light appeared to them as it 
did to Paul. This demand to see Jesus arises from a 
carelessness in reading the text. The Lord appeared to 
Paul for the express purpose of making him a "minister . 
and a witness". (Acts 26:16.) As he was to be an 
apostle, it was necessary for him to see Christ, so that 
he could go  out and say to the people, "I have seen him 
with mine own eyes, and heard him with mine own ears." 
As we are not apostles, it is not necessary for the Lord 
to appear to us as he did to Paul. This special manifes- 

.- .---- -- - 
today in conversion should have some special manifesta- 
tion from heaven. 

Outside of the appearance of the Lord to Paul his 
conversion to Christ was just like that of any other man. 
Paul was not made a child of God just as soon as he 
cried, "What shall I do, Lord?" H e  was begotten by 
God, but he was not yet born of water, and hence was 
not in the kingdom of God. The Lord did not.tell him 
directly what to do, but told him to go into the city and 
there it would be told him what he should do. The Lord 
had committed the preaching of the gospel into the hands 
of men and he was not going to take it from them; per- 
haps for the very reason that if he did, some in after 
ages might expect the Lord to preach directly to them 
as he did to Paul. Paul's sins were still hanging to him, 
for the Lord did not remit them when he spoke to him. 
H e  had given the ordinance of baptism as a means of 
the remission of sins to the alien sinner, and he did not . 
change his fixed laws in calling even the most noted of 
the apostles. In  the city of Damascus, Ananias came 
to him and said, "And now why tarriest thou? Arise, 

and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord." Paul received the remission of his 
sins just like any other sinner does. The birth of Paul 
into the kingdom of Christ was just like that of evey  
other man into it. The special appearance was to make 
him a witness of the existence of Jesus after his resur- 
rection. 

The CONVERSION OF' THE T H R E E  THOU- 
SAND ON T H E  DAY OF PENTECOST deserves our 
close attention, inasmuch as they too were born again. 
Christ had told the apostles to go into d l  the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature, but to tarry in Jeru- 
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salem till they be endued with power from on high. I n  
conformity to his injunction, they waited in the city for 
the power which was to guide them into all truth. While 
the apostles were together'on the day of Pentecost, the 
Holy Spirit came upon them and they spake with 
tongues. Hearing of the wonderful event, a great com- 
pany of people came together. Peter then stood up and 
.preached to them. H e  told them that this manifestation 
of the Spirit was the fulfillment of the p';ophecy of Joel 
that God would send his Spirit upon the people. H e  
told them of Jesus of Nazareth, of his 'wonderful works, 
his teachings and his spotless life. H e  related how he 
was taken and by wicked hands was slain; and how 
according to prophecy he was raised from the grave. 
He convinced these people that the one whom they had 
nailed to the tree only a little while before was the Lord 
Messiah and the Savior of the world. "Now when they 
heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said 
unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and 
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, 

; Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. . . . Then they that 
gladly received his word were .baptized; and the same 

, day there were added unto them about three 'thousand 
souls." (Acts 2 : 37-41.) 

Now what was i t  that converted the three thousand 
on the day of Pentecost? Many say that it was the Holy 
Spirit which came down from heaven. I n  consequence 
of this'belief they pray in their revival meetings for God 
to send them a Pentecostal shower and convert the people 
as he did on the day of Pentecost. W e  have song books 
in.  circulation among the people called "Pentecostal 
Hymns", whose purpose seems to be to sing the Lord 

Peter to them to repent and be baptized and they should 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, shows that the gift 
of the Spirit was to come after their baptism. 

Now what .was it that. caused those people to be 
pricked in their hearts? Was it the Spirit sent directly 
from Christ? The historian says, "Now when they heard 
this, they were pricked in their heart." It was what they 
heard from the lips of the inspired men that pricked 
their hearts, and not some manifestation from heaven. 
The conversion of the three thousand on the day of Pen- 
tecost was just like the conversion of all others in apos- 

- 

I tolic days and just like the conversion of all people today 
who turn to the Lord as he ~ommands. They were 

born again, as Jesus commanded, of water and the Spirit. 
The words which Peter spoke were infused into him by 
the Spirit which the Lord had sent down upon him. When 
the people heard these words of the Spirit as they came 
through Peter, and were pierced in their hearts, they were 
begotten by the Spirit; and when they obeyed the com- 
mand of Peter to "Repent and be baptized", they were 
born of water. \ 

How clear the subject of conversion, or the New 
Birth, becomes to us, when we take all the testimony 
bearing upon it! ?he Frotestant denominations generally 
are teaching great error on this subject because they 
settle on one conversion where the details are not given, 
o r  a part of the details of one conversion, and close their 
eyes t o  other things which the Holy Spirit has said in 





so. Doesn't Paul say that 'the Spirit itself beireth wit: 
ness with our spirit that we are children of God'? Gqd 
has spoken to me directly and told me that I am a child * 

of God, and I will believe nothing to the contrary." 
The proof-text used here does not prove the doctrine 

* 

for which it is produced. Bearing witness t o  a thing 
and bearing witness with a-thing, are ideas which are 
quite different; and yet they are confused in the com- 
mon explanation of this verse. A person on the witness- . 

stand bears witness zuitlz another one when his testimony 
. harmonizes with the other's, and they both bear witness 

- 
(testify) to  the judge or jury concerning the facts in the 
case. So the Holy Spirit bears witness to God that, I 
am a child of God when I have done the things which 
make one a child of God, and my spirit bears witness to 
God that I have done the things which are commanded 
in order to acceptance -&It God., Hence the Spirit bears 
witness along zcitlt my spirit to God that I am his child. 
The ivords in this scripture forbid the thought wl~ i&~ is . 
put upon them by the religious people generally. 

Many.'people say that'if one follows his coizsciencer~ 
he is safe with God; and the fact that his conscience 
approves what he has done is evidence that he is a child of 

. God and has received the remission of his sins. They 
tell us that God has given man a conscience to guide him, 
and that if he follows that he is all' right. If God has 

- ; % put a special faculty in every mzy to guideehim and tell 
' h@ th'e right from the wrong, then he is the author ,of 
confusion, for thousands of different people teach and 
practise different things, each one following his con- 
science in his work. 

Conscience is a combination of two faculies of the 

Maker and Protector, and that if we please him we may 
spend eternity with him. Our judgment tells us whether 
we are living in harmony with or contrary to what we 
thifzk are the laws of God. If we are doing what we 
think are the laws of God, we keel happy, believing that 
we are pldsing him; but if we are not doing what we 
tltiflk are the lays of God, we are troubled more or less, 
&cording to our love for God, believing that we are 
displeasing him. But our information from which we 
decide that we are doing right or wrong may be true o r  
false, If the information is true, then we are certainly 
doing the commands and are right; but if it is not true, 
'then we are certainly not doing the commands and are 
wrong. Our conscience, then, does not tell us whether we 
are right o r  wrong; i t  only tells us ivhether we thilrk we 

' are right o r  wrong. I t  all depends on t!e information we 
have, whether we are right with God or wrong with him. 
People, of course, who have not the Bible to inform their 
judgments concerning the commands of Go'd, will not be 
held accountable'for what they can not help; but we who 
have the Bible and believe that it-is the Word of God, have- 
no right to t j  to please God by following our consciences 
when they have not been educated fztlly according to'it. 
.The fact, then, that our conscience approves what we are , 

doing, is no evidence that we have received pardon from 
God's hand,-and that we are the children of God. 

-. Many~illustrations might be produced to show that 
following conscience alone + e s  not necessarily make one 
obedient to God. You have heard of ,the religous woman 
in India who in her zeal throws her child to the crocodiles. 

' ' Her conscience tells her that this is pleasing tq her God. 
I s  it all richt simply because her conscience tells her SO? 




























































































































































































































































































