Our Purpose is to “ear-
aestly contend for the
faith which was once de-
livered unto the saints)”
and to “prove all things;
hold fast that which fis
good.”

ADVGQ

continue “speaking
deavoring to keep the
unity of the spirit in the
bond of peace;” “keeping
the ordinances as deliv-
sred.”

CATE

therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.”

Restorer of Paths to Dwell in? (JIsa. 58:12).

“Thus saith the Lord, 'Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the 0Old Paths, where is the good way, and walk
(Jer. 6:16) “And they that be of Thee shall build the old waste, places;
thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The Repairer of the Breach, The
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CHRISTIAN PROGRESS
By T. F. Thomasson
This is an age of progress. Note the facilities of ed-
ucation, the means of travel, the manner of farming.
Progress is God's order. Planis and trees grow. If they
do not grow they either die or become dwarfs. All na-
ture tends to rise higher.

But these plants and trees must have the proper
nourishment, soil, sunshine and showers. When an in-
fant- is born into this world he must be given the
right kind of fooed. When he is continually fed the
wrong kind of food, it will either stunt his growth and
he will become a dwarf or he will be weak and sickly
through malnutrition. It may also destroy his desire
for the right kind of food.

Even so in the spiritual realm when one is born into
the family of God, he must have the right kind of food
if he is to progress and to grow into a strong man or
woman in the Lord. If he feeds on lurid novels, por-
nographic crime comics, and wild western stories as
his diet, it may either kill him or make a dwarfed
Christian out of him by stunting his spiritual growth.
Not only that but it may kill his desire for the whale-
some food that is good for him. Peter said, “As new-
born babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that
ye may grow thereby; if so be ye have tasted that
the Lord is gracious” (1 Pet. 2:2-3).

If one fills himself on food he gets in some honky
tonk down on skid row, the sincere milk of the word
will not faste good to him, and that is why there are
50 many dead and dwarfed Christians in the church
today. It doesn’'t make any difference whether you
partake of this down on skid row or in some home
that stands high in society; the results are the same.

With God Christian progress is not the building of a
great material fortune, Jesus said: “Foxes have holes,
and the birds of the air have nests; but the son of man
hath not where to lay his head” (Matt. 8:20). It is not
to a higher life like that of some great general, pow-
erful king, or president of a strong nation. Jesus did
not strive for any of these things and refused Satan's
offer of them. His whole desire was to do His Father's
will. He was the greatest character who ever lived
on this earth. He lived a life of humility and for this
His Father gave him a name that is above every name.
If we would make Christian progress we must follow
His example.

'Christian progress is not progress to a higher life so-
dally. It is not merely to a higher life intellectually

(Continued on page 7)

OBSERVING THE WIND
By Billy Jack Ivey

In the December issue of the OPA, appeared an ar-
ticle by Bro. Ervin Waters, that I heartily endorse, con-
cerning the preacher and church evangelism. [ cer-
tainly enjoyed it. In my estimation, it contained
scholarly admonition, plus encouraging and correct
observances concerning our efforts in advancing the
Cause of Christ. During the past year of 1954, now for-
ever gone, we were, indeed, bedecked with God’s rich
blessings. As we begin this new year, let us stop and
take inventory of God’s provisions, and thank Him
fervently for what we are, for that which we possess,
whether it be great or small. To me, each year is like
crossing a valley of time at the end of which, we reach
the great divide, It is a point in one’s pathway, where
he is better able to behold the past journey. Then we,
as wayworn travelers, turn to gaze upon the journey
ahead, which is bedimed by the uncertainties of the
future.

At this writing, I stand at that point of observance.
During the past year, thanks be to God who makes all
things possible, we have experienced one of the most
fruitful years of our labor., Fine young preachers have
entered the field, and have been busy across the na-
tion, new congregations have been established, and
the older congregations are awakening from their
sleep, to arise clothed in zeal and determination, see-
ing the need of the world for the gospel. Time, the
great healer, has poured oil on our troubled spots,
leaving us with less strife, more love; less division,
more unity; and I believe, less failure, more success.

As I remember the valley of time we have crossed in
1934, 1 realize that at times there were overshadowing
clouds of disappointment and strong winds of oppo-
sition. The burden of our cross was terribly heavy at
times, but I suppose most of us would say, “I am glad
to have traveled this way.” In my estimation, the
most remarkable proof of growth the past year was the
trend toward evangelism. We are coming nearer the
pattern of the first century, when we send gospel
preachers out with the intent to enlarge the borders
of Zjon.

Now, as we again shoulder our pack of obligations,
we turn to fix our gaze upon the valley of time ahead,
the year of 1955, and we wonder, “What lieth ahead?”
From the surrounding hills of opportunity comes the
answer, “Much, very much that you can do, press on
toward the sunset.” Let us resolve as we press through
another year, to make it better in every possible way.



(i LAI W
Ty N e

R

Page Two?

OLD PATHS ADVOCATE

January 1, 1953

Does the way worn traveler observe the wind and be-
hold the clouds only to become discouraged? Does
he find contentment in past journeys, that drag him
to a standstill, and steals away his ambition? Not
so, he presses onward. Clouds of obstacles may seem
insurmountable, winds of oppression may be adverse,
but this only tends to make his ambition stronger, and
his hope more sure. Such seem as necessary preludes
to the great reward. ‘He that observeth the wind
shall not sow and he that regardeth the clouds shall
not reap” (Eccl. 11:4). We must do exactly that dur-
ing our lifetime, if we expect to complete the journey
of life, and as the curtain slowly drapes arocund us be
able to say, “I have fought a good fight, I have kept
the faith. "

I rejoice to see the church awaKening to it's duty of
preaching the gospel in regions beyond. In recent years,
far too little of this has been done, and from this lull
arose many jealousies, perversions, and divisions.
While we were asleep, the devil crept in and sowed
tares. The tares are bitter, and the thorns prick deep.
Let us remember that an idle mind is the devil's work-
shop. Let us arise preaching Christ, and put self in the
background.

The spirit of mission is a part of the spirit of Christ.
He possessed a spirit of mission or interest toward
others compelling Him to command His servants, “Go
preach the gospel to every creature.” This is the fore-
most duty of the church today. One time during the
life of the weeping prophet of God, Jeremiah, he be-
came sa diseouraged with crying out against sin, and
pointing people to God, he declared, “I will not make
mention of Him, nor speak any more in His name. But
His work was in my heart as a burning fire shut up in
my bones, and I was weary with forebearing, and I
could not stay” (Jer. 20:8, 9). I firmly believe if we
today are filled with the Word of God to a saving de-
gree, we will preach the Word everywhere and support
preachers who are doing the same. The lessons taught

us by nature show that no sowing means no reaping,-

no harvest, no rejoicing. The farmer sows in faith and
ploweth in hope, trusting God to give the increase.
Likewise, as we contemplate sowing or supporting the
seed of the kingdom, let us not observe the clouds and
regard the winds until finally we have done nothing
and the precious harvest is lost.

—Box 13, Sentinel, Okla.

PRAYER

There are at least two elements in life that prompt
prayer. The first one we call a sense of gbligation. He
truly is an ungrateful person who does not feel obli-
gated to Him Who is our Creator, Benefactor and
Friend of Friends, for all of his assets. Were we to
attempt to enumerate the things for which we are
obliged to Him, we would find our attempt futile, for
our blessings are so many they are uncountable, Pray-
ing, then, is to an extent a duty of mankind, but the
man who see$ prayer in its completeness sees it rise
far above the idea of duty only; it rises into the elevated
realm of privilege and favor.

Secondly, prayer is prompted by a sense of depend-
ence, Frequently, in this writer's musings, he ponders
the genuine dependence that the creature has upon the
Creator. We mortals, in our often too busy life and in
some cases indifference, we fail to realize this fact.
Truly, for all that we have or hope to have, for all that

we are or hope to be in this life or the next, we are
dependent upon God—ior the food of our table, the
ajr we breathe, the raiment we adorn, the homes whose
almosphere we enjoy, the hope we entertain for the
better things; yes, we could go on enumerating ad in-
finitum. Fram the earliest moment of our being unti]
death is ours, we are never independent of God. Too
few, it seems, really are conscious of this,

Prayer Defined

A tangible definition of our term is desired. Paul, in
Phil. 4:6, teaches us that it is a way or means of letting
our requests be made known unto God. We must not
be led to believe, however, that prayer is request-
making only. In every prayer, it is the opinion of this
writer, considerable time should be allotted to the
other phase; that is, to the matter of thanksgiving.
This second phase we mention is alse ineluded in Phil.
4:6. A prayer, then, Biblically, consists of at least two
things: Request making and thanksgiving.

For Whom

For whom should we pray is included in Paul’s in-
struetions to Timothy (2 Tim, 1:1). “For all men” is
the dictum. This is all inclusive—for kings (2 Tim.
1:2); for those that despitefully use and persecute us
(Matt. 5:44); one another (Jas. 5:16); all saints (Eph.
6:13).

We are taught that the effectual fervent prayer of
a righteous man availeth much (Jas. 5:16). Perhaps,
we may never know the stupendous influence of the
prayers of others. No doubt, tragedies have been
averted, sorrowing hearts consoled, dangers avoided,
souls saved, just hecause somebody prayed. We, then,
can not possibly stress too much the importance of
praying for all men.

To and Through Whom

They are really relatively few in number who do not
believe that we should direct our prayers to God. But
we have only to listen to the radio or listen person-
ally to sectarians pray to conclude that many are steep-
ed in ignorance regarding the matter of through whom
we should pray. I recently read in a journal published
by a group of our brethren an article arguing that it is
not a necessary requirement of an acceptable prayer
for the one praying to say that he is praying in the
name of Christ. It seems to this writer that there is
more than one way of looking at that matter. Since
ithere are so many who do not think it necessary to
pray through Christ or in His name, it seems at least
the few of us who do would make it clear in our peti-
tions that we do so honor Him.

When

"Let us therefore come’ haldly unio the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.” Slothful and ungrateful is the
man who forgets God in the time of plenty; who while
the sun is shining ignores Him; who, when the way is
clear, shuns Him. We then, before the time of need,
should pray to God. One of the many things in the
lives of Daniel and David worth our remembering is
their regularity and devotion in praying (Ps. 53:17;
Dan. 6:10).

Family prayer, it is my opinion, should be on the
daily agenda of every household. We, in this state,
often see on our highway billboards this gem of truth:
“The family that prays together stays together.”

Lastly, there is a divinely prescribed way for men
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to pray acceptably. Paul prescribed with the spirit and
the understanding (1 Cor. 14:15); Christ prescribed that
we pray sincerely {Matt. 6:15); James prescribed that
we pray with faith (Jas. 1:6-8); and Christ again pre-
seribed that we pray humbly (Lu. 18:9-14) and sub-
missively (Matt. 6:9). ’

—D. B. McCord.

TIMELY SUGGESTIONS
Officers in the church, their appointment. It has
seemed from the letters that [ have received from dif-
ferent brethren that some of them have thought that
1 should have been doing my teaching on this subject
from the heginning. However, I have tried to follow
the course as best I could and have considered the

Rabbit Pie Recipe, —first catch the rabbit.

It is clear that in the selecting of the men mentioned
in Acts 6, the congregation did the selecting and the
Apostles did the appointing. And this seems to me
to teach that in the selecting of the officers in the
church that the congregation should do the selecting
but the appointing was given to the evangelists—Tim-
othy and Titus. Moreover, these evangelists seem to
have been left more or less in charge of these churches
until these elders and deacons were appointed.

The Apostles laid their hands on them in Acts 6:6,
and in other places which seems perfectly right and
good for “by the laying on of the Apostles hands the
Holy Ghost was given” (Acts 8:18). Paul was ordained
(2 Tim. 2:1), he was appointed— (1 Tim. 2:7). When
they laid hands on him (Acts 13:3), he had already
been preaching seventeen years (Gal. 1:2).

In Acts 14:23, we find them ordaining elders, and
afterward they fasted and prayed.

I believe that if we know how to appoint some as
Trustees of the church property; some one to take food
or clothing to some one in need; some one to be the
treasurer, to handle the money— I say if we know how
to do these things, it seems to me that we should
know how to select and appoint elders, deacons, and
evangelists in the church.

We still have congregations, and we still have evang-
elists, and we still have the same need for elders as
we do for evangelists. So, I believe the congregation
should select the elders, and the evangelists can ap-
point them. When Timothy and Titus were told to
appoint, or, to ordain elders the laying on of hands,
fasting, and praying was left out. And since I can not
impart any virtue to anyone by laying my hands on
them, I have always been afraid to try to practice it
lest T might be like the sons of Sceva (Aots 19:13.15),
and have the spirit say to me “Jesus I know and Paul
I know, but who axe you?“

H. Leo Boles, in his Commentary of Acts says, Acts
14:23, “Nothing is said about the mode of appointing
elders. Appoint originally meant ‘extend the hand,’'—
hence the original meaning was to stretch forth the
hands; to vote by showing the hands. Finally, it came
to mean ‘to appoint by approval of the assembly.*¥*
Since the New Testament does not tell us how the
elders were appointed, it seems that any method which
promotes unity and does not violate a principle may
he used.”**¥*'Acts 13:3, the fasting was a voluntary
act of Christians. V4, ‘When they had fasted and
prayed.” The subject of prayer, fasting, and laying on
of hands has provoked much discussion to but little
profit. Some have contended that such a procedure

was essential to the ordination of elders, deacons, and
evangelists. It has been claimed that such a procedure
should be followed today, while other have opposed
such an idea. We know what was done here, but we
do not know that God intended for it to be a precedent
for inducting anyone into an office of the church, or
setting anyone apart to do special work. In this case
the Holy Spirit did the apointing—the church at An-
tioch is not mentioned.” PP 228-229.

Some one says to me, “but what about 1 Tim. 5:22"7
Here Paul tells Timothy to “lay hands suddenly on no
man,” And here I quote from David Lipscomb’s Com-
mentary, P. 174, “There is nothing in this context per-
taining to ordaining elders—he is speaking of the ac-
cusation and trial of elders. The context shows there
is but one possible construction: ‘de not hastily lay
hands on an elder to draw him up for trial—Since
elders are presumed to be good, true, and faithful men,
proved by experience, let no accusation be brought
apgainst them hastily.”

If there are those who think they can come nearer
producing an elder by putting their hands on them,
it is all right with me. But as for me I am perfectly
willing to leave miracles to the days of miracles.

Finally, I suggest: that good faithful men in the con-
gregations be looked out and told that the church
wants them to qualify for elders, deacons, and evange-
lists; that we ‘help these men in every way possible in
their preparation. Here comes the work of an evange-
list, too. I when a church is started—Dbegins to meet
for worship, if the evangelist will take care of them—
as the Apostles and evangelists did Quring the days of
the apostles—, stay with them, teach them publicly and
from house to house; teach them how to face the public,
how to dress for the occasion, how to study the needs
of the members, and how to cope with different con-
ditions—and I am fully convinced that a preacher can-
not do this in one or two 'ten day meetings a year.” If
some of our older preachers, when they begin to get
too old to be of much service as an evangelist, could
be induced to stay at home with a congregation and
serve as an elder, along with others; and the church
would consider him “worthy of double honor” (1 Tim.
5:17-18), and keep him busy in this work, the old
preacher would likely live ten years longer and many
a church would grow and prosper as the result.

—Homer A. Gay.

If I knew that tomorrow there would be No dawn on
earth for me;

That I should have gone in the dark of the night
Into eternity.

I should 4o so many things for those I love,

But, Oh! I should be happy, too with those above;

So, just in case I might be viewing Morning in
celestial skies,

Lord brinz me those who need my Jove today,
For otherwise

The night may close a door on words I meant to say

And morning find my empty house—
With me away (Author unknown)

—Selected by Greta Webb.

Every little frog is great in his own bog.

One dog barks at something, and a hundred bark
at the sound.
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A NEW START

I will start anew this morning with a higher, fairer
creed;

I will cease to stand complaining of my ruthless neigh-
bor's greed;

I will cease to sit repining while my duties call is clear;

I will waste no moment whining, and my heart shall
know no fear.

1 will look sometimes about me for the things that
merit praise;

I will search for hidden beauties that elude the grumb-

ler's gaze;

I will try to find contentment in the paths that I must
tread;

I will cease to have resentment when another moves
ahead.

I will not be swayed by envy when my rival’s strength
is shown;

I will not deny his merit, but I1l strive to prove my
own;

I will try to see the beauty spread before me, rain or
shine;

I will cease to preach your duty, and be more concerned
with mine.

—Author Unknown
(Selected by David C. Jones, 1139 Handley,
Wichita, Xan.). ‘
Note:—I shall let this be my say as we begin the
new year, and I pray that my Lord will help me to
live it from day to day. —Homer L. King.

OUR NEW SONG BOOK FOR 1955

Plans are already underway for another general pur-
post song book in 1935. It will be similar in design,
material, size, ete., as our books for the past ten years.
We shall call on some of our very best talent in the
faithful brotherhcod to assist in compiling this book.
Yes, it will be our aim to make it better, if possible.
We realize that will be quite a task to excel our book
for 1954, but I am glad to inform our customers that I
have come in posession of some very fine songs for
which I had been seaching ever since we began to make
song books for our brotherhood in 1944. We hope that
our book will be out in plenty of time for all to have a
supply and learn the new songs before the camp meet-
ing begins at Sulphur, Oklahoma, next summer, the

Lord willing. We shall keep you informed through the
OPA of the arrival of the new book.

YOU CAN HELP

Since moving te California, the cost of publishing the
OPA has increased due to the increase of postage from
our printer over the greater distance to Calif. Hence
for the past several months our receipts from subscrip-
tions, which is our only means of directly meeting the
financial cost of publishing the paper, have not been
adequate to meet the added cost, and hence our back-
log built up over the past several years, is fast disap-
pearing. It therefore, becomes all the more imperative
that we all work a little harder to obtain subsecriptions
to meet the added cost; I much prefer this course rather
than increase the subscription price of the paper. Every
member of the church can help by being prompt in re.
newing their subscriptions and by speaking to others to
send with you, yes, and no doubt, you could afford to
send the paper to a friend for a year. Too, how it would
help if every preacher would take a personal interest
by soliciting subs. publicly and privately! Try it,
brother, please.

OUR HELPERS IN DECEMBER

Here each issue of the paper you will find the names
of those, from whom we have received one or more sub-
seriptions up to the 20th., and following the names the
number received by us. We are very grateful, indeed,
for every word and deed in behalf of the welfare of the
paper. Please check this list for your acknowledg-
ment and report any errors to us at once.. We are very
anxious that all receive their papers regularly. Let
us keep this list well over the hundred mark at all
times. Note the following:

Homer L. King—11; Homer A. Gay—10; Fred Kirbo—
9; 1. Ervin Waters—9; E, H. Miller—T; Joe Howard—T;
Jack Ivey—S5; J. W. Kornegay—4; Maurice Murphy—4;
Bill Harmon—4; Emma Morris—4; Billv Orten—4; Mrs.
Robert Hefley—4; John O’'Donneli—-3; Curtis Waymon
—3; L. A. Shipley—3; Clovis T. Cook—2; L. H. Gragg
—2; Carlos Smith—2; Mrs. Fred Latham—2; Mrs. Elsie
Shafer—2; Raymond Lindsey—2; Jesse Broseh—2;
Wayne McKamie—2; Barney D. Welch—2; G. B. Har-
rell—2; J. L. Fulton—2; Paul O. Nichols—1; Miles King
—1; Ted Warwick—1; C, H. Lee—1; M. J. Buffington—
1; J. W. Russell—1; Thomas Murphy—1; Jack Cutter—
1; Bert Offill—1; L. A. Corbell—1; Jeff Cantrell—1; F.
E. Wade—1; J. E. Jones—1; Mrs. Vicla Hopkins—1;
Luther Taylor—1; Mrs. W. F. Cogburn—1; Mrs. Challace
Lunsford—1; Irving P. Stockton—1; Howard Ridenour
—1; Ralph Kitson—1; Mrs. B. W. Nelson—1; Sam
Smith—1; Jesse Miller—1; Mrs. M. F. Barker-<1; E. O.
Evitt—1; H. D. Laney—1; Elmer Rose—1; W. F. Howard
—1; Wilson Burrell—1; M, E. Mountain—1; Leonard
Hendrickson—1; J. R. Tidmore—1; Dean Garrison—1;
C. W. Van Stavern—1; James A. Stewart—1; Leonard
Copeland—1; L. B. Carroll—1; Mrs. B. B, Statzer—1;
Total 151.

THEY DESIRE HELP
The brethren in Richmond, California, have pur-
chased, on conditions, a bullding suitable for convert-
ing into a house for the worship. They have rented
this building for $85.00 per meonth, with an option of
purchasing it within a limited time for $6,800.00. They
can ogbtain a loan for $5,000.00 on the property. 'Thus,
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they need $1,800.00 to pay the difference. They are
unable to raise this amount of themselves, hence they
are asking that those who are able send them a dona-
tion. A few hundred dollars donaticns would be much
appreciated by these brethren at this time, and would
help them over a difficulty. They need a place of their
own in which to worship and hold protracted meetings.
Brethren in California know how difficult it is to ob-
tain buildings for this purpose in this part.

You may mail your donations to any of the following:
W. H. Hilton, 716 La Paloma, Richmond, Calif,; Perry
Allen, 600 La Paloma, Richmong, Calif.; or D. B. Blank-
enship, City Trailer Court, 13th. St., San Pablo, Calif.

Suffice it to say, that I am personally acquainted
with the above brethren, and I believe they are loyal
to the Bible way and are worthy of any help that you
can render.

—Homer L. King.

THEY NEED HELP

The brethren at Strong, Arkansas, recently purchased
a lot and building, in a good location in that town, and
they have torn down the building, and rebuilt it into
a suitable church building, but they had io obligate
themselves finaneially almost beyond their ability to
meet the payments. Hence, they are behind $250.00 on
these payments. If they could get help on this back
portion, they should be able to meet the future pay-
ments since they are not so great. They made a down
payment of one thousand dollars, but the 1ot and build-
ing cost them three thousand seven hundred. A few
donations would cerntainly lift their load. Send to
Hartman Fitzgerald, Strong, Ark, They give Carlos
B. Smith and H. E. Robertson as reference.

—Homer L. King

TRACT—ELDERS AND DEACONS

Recently, several have asked me about elders and
deacons, their qualifications, duties, ordinations, ete.,
so I have decided to put out a tract on these questions,
if there is enough interest among the brethren. I feel
it is a much needed work. If you want such a tract,
please write me how many tracts you will take at cast
{(which will be 25c¢ or less, I hope). If enough are
wanted, I plan to publish the tract by July or earlier,
and will notify the brethren through the OPA. Any
suggestions will be appreciated, because I want it to
be as complete and as easy to understand, as possible

for a small tract to be.
—E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga.

THE WORK IN AFRICA
By Paul O. Nichols

In the December issue of the O. P. A. the suggestion
was made that we do something-about supporting the
African preachers that are spending their time trying
to get the Gospel to the people of their race. They
have been wuarking under great handicaps, but at the
same time doing what they can to advance the Cause
of Christ in Africa. I am happy 1o report that some re-
sponse is being made to the suggestion that we get be-
hind them in this fight for right. Brethren in several
different congregations have become interested, and
some have already decided to do somrething. Meiced,
Calif., has been in favor of this work for a long time.
They have been waiting for word so they could help.
Brethren at Lodi have spoken favorably about it. The

congregation on N. 6th Street, Wichita Falls, Tex., has
praven their interest by sending three monthly dona-
nations. Ada, Okla,, has responded with two donations,
which they plan to make.monthly. The churches of
Sentinel, Okla., Harrodsburg, Ind., Corcoran, Calif., and
the New Pearl Haven church, Brookhaven, Miss., have
all given nice contributions. Individuals have also
contributed.

Some have responded to the suggestion that we try
to provide Bro. Severe with a more suitable means of
transpertation that he might be able to get to the calls
he receives from various quarters and take care of the
needs of the church in a more efficient way. The
Africans suggested the idea that Bro. Severe be given
a meotorcycle, and they have begun to contribute their
pennies (which are not too plentiful among them).
Also, here in the States we have gotten some contri-
butions for this particular purpose. However, we lack
about 2 hundred and fifty or seventy-five dollars hav-
ing enough money to buy it. We figure it will cost
about three hundred fifty dollars, but I will ask Bro.
Severe to find out more definitely.

The money that is sent for this work in Africa will
in turn be wired 40 Nyasaland. Bro. Severe will pick
it up and then distribute it among the preachers that
have been busy in the Lord’s work. I will act as *“post-
man” in forwarding the money. A bank in Blantyre,
will receive the money (which is the way business-
concerning-wired-currency js transacted between here
and Nyasaland). The bank will notify Bro. Severe,
which means that a message is sent from the bank to
the post office at Mlanje. It is then picked up by a
messenger of a Native Authority. The message is kept
at the court of the Native Authority or perhaps sent to a
sub-court. Bro. Severe or someone sent by him will
then collect his mail. All of these places are miles
apart and transportation is poor. Consequently, it takes
days and days before this chain of contact is completed.

Now the reason such a detailed report is here given
of how this is done is that recently there was consid-
erable inquiry into this by one of the brethren. It is
not feasible that each congregation send the money
themselves, because this chain of contact takes too
long to complete. It would keep Bro. Severe busy
making trips to town and back and to the native court
and home, not to mention how exasperating it would
become to the bank officials, if the money were sent
intermittently. The best plan is for all the money
to be sent to one man, then that man forward it to Bro.
Severe, and then Bro. Severe distribute it to the preach-
ers to be supported. This is virtually the same way the
poor were taken care of in Jerusalem. Paul (and
others approved by him) took the money from various
congregations to Jerusalem where it was given to others
to be distributed among the needy. The poor did not
receive it directly from the contributing churches, but
from those appointed for this work. But the main
thing was that the needs of the poor were supplied.
The main things in this matter is that the African
preachers who are worthy be taken care of so they can
do the Lord’s work in the absence of a white preacher
from here. This is a worthy cause.

Recently, I received a letter from Bro. Severe, asking
me to thank the brethren for the grapejuice which he
has recelved. He also informed me of the loss of his
new born baby daughter. She lived but a few days.
He had been quite worried also about his wife who
has been in the hospital. These brethren have plenty
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of heartaches and hardships, but in spite of it all,
the Lord’s work holds a prominent place in their in-
terests, and continues to go forward.

Thanks to all the Christians who are interested in
doing something for the Church of Christ in Africs,
and have sent in contributions. May God help us to
awaken to our responsibility to spread the pure Gospel
to all the world, Christ said, “And this gospel of the
kingdomn shall be preached in all the world for a wit-
ness unto all nations; and then shall the end come”
(Matt. 24:14). To those who have not yet begun to do
something for Christ somewhere somehow I would
quote our Lord, “Why stand ye here all the day idle?"
(Matt. 20:7).

Donations
Church of Christ, Harrodsburg, Ind. ...................5 50.00
Church of Christ, New Pearl Haven,

Brookhaven, Miss. 50.00
Church of Christ, Corcoran, Calif. 40.00
Church of Christ, Sentinel, Okla. 25.00
Church of Christ, Ada, Okla. 22.00
Chureh of Christ, N. 6th St.,

Wichita Falls, Texas 10.00
Novilene Vincent, Tulare, Calif, 5.00
Edna Wyatt, Neosho, Mo. 2.00

Total .. ...5$204.00

MY POSITION ON CARNAL WARFARE

I cannot participate in military service in any form,
directly or mdlrectly, in combatant or noncombatant
service, because:

1. My duty and obligation to my God is superior to
all other obligations (Matt. 22:37; Matt. 6:33; Acts
5:29).

2. My God in the Bible forbids that I engage in carnal
warfare in the following references:

“Put up thy sword,” “For all they that take the sword
shall perish with the sword” (Matt. 26:52)—Jesus,

“My Kingdom is not of this world” (Ino. 18:36).

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal” (2
Cor. 10:3, 4).

‘“Love your enemies” (Matt. 5:44);
cheek” (Matt. 5:39).

YRecompense to no man evil for evil” (Rom. 12:17).

3. To enter any military branch or service. comba-
tant or noncombatant, I would be compelled to “swear"
(take an oath), but the Bible forbids that I do so
(“Swear not at all"—Jesus, Matt. 5:34).

4. To enter any military service 1 would be compelled
to be yoked with unbelievers, which is forbidden—‘“Be
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers” (2 Cor.
6:14).

5. To be in any branch of military service in any
way, I would be a part of the organization and would
therefore have fellowship in the service, but such is
prohibited; thus: “Have no fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them”
(Eph. 5:11).

6. To serve in any way in the military service, I
would be deprived of obeying the command to assem-
ble on Lord’s day to worship God in the Bible way, at
least part of the time, hence would disobey God (Heb.
10:25; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1, 2).

Therefore, I cannot conscientiously engage in carnal
war in any form or branch, and for the above reasons,
I authorize my name to be listed in support of the
above principles.

—Joe Lee Norton, 2613 Lebanon St., Wichita Falls, Tex.

“Turn the other

OUR DEPARTED

Roach—Bro. Fillmore Roach was born Nov. 15, 1881,
in Adair County, Kan. and departed this life Nov. 9,
1954, at the age of 72 years, 11 months, and 23 days,
He had lived in and around McGregor, Tex., the greater
portion of his life. On June 19, 1899, he was married to
Lula Nancy Heneger, who was his faithful wife and
companion until her death Feb. 25, 1853. Mourning
his passing are six children, all members of the chureh,
3 sisters, one half brother, 9 grand-children, and ¢
great grand-children. Bro. Roach was baptized by Bro.
Morgan in 1926, and served his Lord until his departure.
The services were conducted in McGregor, Tex., by the
writer, and I bear witness that his going was a heavy
loss to the church. —J. Wayne McKamie

Stewurt—Sister Letha (Wilson) Stewarf, was bom
Mar. 1, 1922 and departed this life Nov. 14, 1954 at the
age of 38 years, 8 months, and 13 days old. She obeyed
the gospel of Christ when she was eleven years of age.
She gently departed this life after a long and painful
illness, having spent the last year of her life at the Koch
hospital in St. Louis. Letha was the daughter of Sister
Leana Kitson and step-daughter of Bro. Ralph Kitson
of Mozier, Ill. The writer conducted funeral services,

—Billy Jack Ivey.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Grand Rapids, Michigan: When in this part, you are
requested to meet for worship with the faithful church
at their new location, 1158 Burton St., S. W. Time, 10:30
A. M, Lord’s day.

You may contact John O'Donnell, Box 41, Moline,
Michigan, Telephone, Moline 4695.

Champion {Douglas County), Mo.: Five miles west of
Drury, Mo., in the Champion school building. Lord's day
at 10:30 A.M.

You may contact Wayne Sutherland, Rte. 2, Norwood,
Mo.

BONDS OF MATRIMONY
Chancellor-Castleman—On Dec. 2, 1954, Bro. Abe
Chancellor, Ft. Worth, Tex,, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Abe M. Chanecellor, and Sister Pauline Castleman,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Castleman, Ft. Worth,
Tex., were united in marriage. They both attend
church at 2704 Vaughn Blvd., Ft. Worth.
—Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Castleman.
Shaw-Mountain—On Dec. 5, 1954, at 2:30 P.M., I was
honored to officiate at the wedding of my sister, Miss
Ruth Mountain to David Shaw. Both are fine Christ.
ians and we pray that the Lord will always be present
in their home.
—John Mountain.
Prince-Rnderson—On Nov. 17, 1954, at 10:15 AM,
Bro. Floyd Prince and Sister Elizabeth Anderson, both
of the LaGrange, Ga., congregation, were united in
marriage. This fine young couple have been active
members of the church here for several years, were
reared in .Christian homes, and we wish for them 2
Christian home. May God'’s blessings rest upon them. I
was happy to have the privilege of officiating.
—Alton Bailey.
Rowland-Stalcup—In the evening of November 25th
at the Siskiyou Street church, Los Angeles, in a be-
fitting and exquisite setting, Brother Donald Rowland
of Montebello, Calif., and Sister Lyndall Stalcup of
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North Hollywood, Calif. exchanged their wedding vows.
A host of those near and dear to both were present to
extend their good wishes. For this young Christian
couple, whom we consider among our very dearest of
friends, we wish the best that this life affords. To
Him, who has joined them In this sacred institution,
we would implore in their behalf, “Bless this house.”
The writer was most happy to be their officiant.
—D. B. McCora.

Northwestern “Thanksgiving Day” Meeting

On “Thanksgiving Day,” the congregation at Yaki-
ma, Wash. with visiting brethren, had all day services.
All of the male members present were asked to give
‘lessons in the morning, with the exception of Charles
Everett and E. H. Miller, who preached a double-
header that afternoon. X, H. Miller preached that night
closing a series of Gospel meetings which had been in
progress for several days. The cooperation in the
services was wonderful. For the noon meal, we went to
the Grange Hall where we associated together while
eating. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves through-
out the day. The Lord willing, next year, the North-
western “Thanksgiving Day” meeting will be at Ken-
newick, Wash. The brethern there plan to have Paul
Nichols in a meeting at that time. There were about 60
present this year, and this is several more than there
were last year. 80 is a pretty good crowd for the North-
west, and we hope that the number will increase next
year, We would like to see you there.

Gayland L. Osburn

NOTICE

Sister Goldie Helmick, 10 W. Roberts St.,, Cumberland,
Md. Writes me, wishing that some one could go there
and help to get a faithful church started. She also
sent me some money to send to Brother Severe in Af-
rica. I am adding this to some more that I have re-
ceived for this purpose, and sending it to Bro. Severe,
Surely we can buy him a Motorcycle!

Notice Again: Brother Homer L. King and I were se-
lected as the ones to conduct the meeting at Sulphur,
Okla., next year (1955), which includes the 4th. of July
meeting. This meeting begins June 25th and closes
July 4th. Now, those who were there should remember
where you stayed, and write early to make reservations
for the same quarters—or some other place. Those
who have not been there before should begin early to
arrange for a place to stay—and all who possibly can
should make arrangements to stay for the entire
meeting. It is sometimes hard to find a suitable place
to stay if you wait until you arrive to look for one.

—Homer A. Gay.

CHRISTIAN PROGRESS—
(Continued from page one)

for many “professing to be wise have become fools”
(Rom. 1:22). The devil is wise but not good. Solo-
mon's wisdom @did not keep him from sinning. When
they put instrumental musie and missionary societies
in the church, they called themselves progressives.
This was not Christian progress and the proper name
befitting them was and is ‘“‘digressives.” The same
must stand for those who bring cups and Sunday
School into the worship, or anything which is un-
scriptural. Half million dollar meeting houses with
the azhove things in them is no Christian progress.

Jesus sald to the Samaritan woman: “But the hour
cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Fa.
ther seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit:
and they that worship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth” (John 4:23-24).

To worship in spirit and in truth is to worship sin-
cerely and according to His word. Many worship sin-
cerely but not according to truth; many worship ac-
cording to truth but not sincerely. This will not meet
the approval of God. The worship must be in spirit
and in truth. The church of the Laodiceans said: “I
am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked"” (Rev. 3:17).
Perhaps, they had a treasury overflowing with maney
and many ol the doctors, lawyers, merchants, and
those in high society as members. But Jesus said: “I
know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot:
I would thou wert ¢old or hot. So then because thou
art lukewarm, and neither ¢old not hot, I will spue
thee out of my mouth” (Rev. 3:15-16). They did not
have the spirit though possibly their worship was
carrect in form.

The Lord said to the church in Smyrna: *“I know
thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou
art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which
say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue
of Satan” (Rev. 2:9). They were poor in this world's
goads but rich toward God, and that is true riches. The
Laodiceans were rich in this world’s goods and poor
toward God. They were destitute of the all important
thing, devotion to God. So the rich church was poor
and the poor church was rich.

Christian progress is an increase in faith, in love,
in good works and in devotion (1 Cor. 15:58). Chris-
tians must progress along divinely appointed lines.
Progress is those things not mentioned in the divine
record is not Christian progress. We must strive law-
fully (2 Tim. 2:5). We must run that we may obtain
(1 Cor. 9:27). We must press toward the mark (Phil.
3:13-14). To make Christian progress we must grow
in the grace and knowledge of the Lord, grow in His
favor. We must not look on the outward appearance
but on the heart. We must be devoted to Him and
obey from the heart the things He has authorized.
That is the only way we can please Him and gain His
favor.

“Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudi-
ments of the world, why, as though living in the
world, are ye subject to ordinances, (Touch not; taste
not; handle not; Which all are to perish with the us-
ing;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?
Which ithings have indeed a show of wisdom in will
worship” (Col. 2:20-23).

—Box 181, Waterford, Calif.

Good judgment comes from experience, and experi-
ence often comes from poor judgment.

You do not have to worry unless you want to.

We envy other people their luck, but congratulate
ourselves on our smartness.

Opportunities are like millstones—they may drown
a man, or they may grind his corn.
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Luther Taylor, 419 W. Tucson, Ariz.,, Nov. 22.—Qur
place of worship is in the home of Bro. Joseph Fields,
420 W. Tenn., Tucson. We will appreciate visitors.
Here is my renewal,

C. H. Lee, 1804 Cherokee Lane, Lodi, Calif., Dec. 13—
In my last report I left the impression Sister Shannon
of Earlimart was restored under my teaching. She was
restored under the teaching of Bro. Joe Howard, before
the discussion.

David Jones, 1139 S. Handley, Wichita, Kan., Dec. 12.
—We were glad to have Sister Brixey and son with us
from Champion, Mo. We hope to contact others to
meet with us. Pray for us. We enjoy the OPA.

Ralph Kitson, Mozier, 111, Dec. 1.—~Nov. 15.28, Bro.
Ivey was with us in a singing school. Qur daughter
passed away Nov. 14, in the hospital at Koch, Mo. Bro.
Ivey conducted the funeral. Pray for us. God bless
all the brethren. ’

Paul Lane, 1408 Burleson, Waco, Tex., Dec. 1.—The
church at 9th and Clay is doing fine. We had a good
meeting in Oct., with Bro. Wayne Fussell doing the
paﬁaching. One was baptized. Please note our new
address.

E. G. Brasfield, 273% Academy Way, Dinuba, Calif,,
Nov. 20—We have maved here from Bernie, Mo., and
certainly miss all our friends there. We need their
prayers and may God bless them all, is may prayer.

Jesse” Miller, Box 127, Graton, Calif., Dec. 1.—We en-
joyed hearing Bro. Paul Nichols at Lodi, last Lord's
day morning, also Saturday night. Next Lord's day
we plan to be at the opening of the new building at
Sacramento. We ask your prayers.

Gene Hopkins, 1105 W. 21, Tulsa, Okla., Dec. 16.—
Bro. H. E. Robertson preached for us Lord's day and
Lord’s day evening, Dec. 12. He is to do personal wark
for a week, and we think much good can be accomplish-
ed. Pray for us.

Fred Kirbo, Wilson, Okla., Dec. 16—~We had a good
meeting at Napoleon, Ala. They can really sing. Bro.
Robertson held a good meeting at Healdton, and surely
did some good preaching. I baptized three, and four
confessed faults at Porterville, Calif. Here are 9 subs.

John Mountain, Rte, 4, Waterlog, Towa, Dec. 12.—The
building of our house for worship is at a temporary
stand-still but we plan 1o resume as soOn as we can
build up our treasury again. The basement is finished
and covered and as soon _as the floor is cemented we
plan to meet in it and build as we are able.

Raymond Lindsey, Washington, Okla., Dec. 12—
Bro. Tom Smith gave us two good sermons today, and
one confessed faults. We look forward to a good New
Year's meeting. We need your prayers. If you are
passing this way stop and be with us. Here are 2 subs.

James R. Stewart, Rte. 1, Bernie, Mo., Dec. 8~The
work at Powe, Mo., is progressing nicely. We have
just closed a week’s meeting, with good attendance and
interest. We baptized a man 64 years of age, who had
been Pentecostal. OQutside attendance is good. I was
scheduled to be here 3 months, but due to the interest
shown, 1 will be here for some time yet. Write me at
the above address.

L. A. Shipley, Rte. 2, Box 2A, Wynnewood, Okla,
Nov. 29.—The church here is doing fine. Bro. Jack
Cutter has been with us the past 3 months doing per-
sonal work. He is doing a good work. Send me 3
copies of the OPA for a year, I plan to use them for
personal work.

Wayne H. Pearce, Rte. 1, Commodore, Pa,, Dec. 13.—
Since last report, 1 have presented the lesson severa]
times at Lovejoy and East Ridge congregations, and
once each at Homer City and Haitfield, Pa., and Clin-
tonville, W. Va. I want about 20 capies of the issue an
first principles when they.are ready,

Bud Parker, Rte. 2, LaGrange, Ga., Dec. 13.—I have
preached at home, also Columbus and Temple, Ga,
Napoleon, Ala.,, and Union Hill near Lawrenceburg,
Tenn. I have time for 3 or 4 meetings next yvear if
anyone desires my Services. I enjoy the OPA very
nb%c}l' May the Lord bless the faithful. Note my new
address.

Bill Harmon, Box 1042, Leveliand, TeX., Dec. 8.—The
congregation here has not increased as yet, but we
have hopes and zeal. We are confident the Word of
the Lord will do its intended work, We plan to buy
land in a location and build when we are able. Here
are 4 subs.

Grady Coble, 5301 Parkland St., Dallas 19, Tex., Dec.
11.—Bro. Gay and wife are now with us, and we be-
lieve with their help, the singing, also the teaching
and carrying on of other duties, can be more effective.
Send us 50 “Old Path Echoes” No. 3. We solicit your
prayers.

Leonard A. Copeland, Rte. 1, Topeka, Kan,, Dec. 11.—
Since Bro. Jones has moved to Osa]%e City, Kan., we no
longer meet at 2070 Kan., in Topeka, but meet mostly
in our home, 3 miles south, and three quarters of a
mile 1west of 29th and Topeka Blvd. Here is our te-
newal.

Alton Bailey, 809 Grant, LaGrange, Ga., Nov, 18.—I
preach once or twice each week at Napoleon, Ala,
Temple and Columbus, Ga., and here at home. I en-
joyed hearing Bro. Kirbo at Napoleon. I preached
twice at Lawrenceburg, Tenn. (Frank St.), and en-
joyed it very much.

Dorman Bryant, Rte. 4, Box 109, Wichita Falls, Tex,
Dec. 14.—I have preached at Ft. Worth, Wichita Falls,
Tex.; Oklahoma City, Okla.; Porterville, Woodlake, Ear-
limart, and Corcoran, Calif. Enjoyed hearing Bro.
Kirbo at Porterville, I am now at Arvin attending Bro.
Billy Orten’s meeting. Let us fight worldliness harder.
It seems to be creeping into the church. 1 request your
prayers.

A. W, Fenter, Box 151, Jacksboro, Tex., Dec. 4.—We
were ‘at Wichita Falls this afternoon and saw Bro.
Clovis Cook. He will instruct us in singing next week.
He conducted a meeting for us in Sept., with 4 bap-
tisms. We now have several brethren able to take
part in the teaching for which we are thankful. Send
us 50 “Old Path Echoes” No. 3. We certainly enjoy
reading the OPA.

Hedric D. Laney, Box 81, Temple, Ga., Dec. 7.—We
enjoyed having Brethren Gillis Prince and Bud Parker
with us the last few months. We badly need a preach-
er with us for several months. We heard some good
preaching during Bro. Kirbo's meeting at Napoleon,
Ala, I wish everyone could have heard his sermon on
worldliness. We plan to build the foundation for the
church building here next spring.

R. B. Roden. 2860 NW 21, Oklahoma City, Okla,., Dec
6.—Nov. 19-27, I closed a very enjoyable meeting at
Davis, with one baptism and 8 confessions of faults.
The hospitallty and cooperation was wonderful. We
enjoyed having preaching Brethren Jimmie Shaw, Jack
Cutter, and Eddie Nichols visit us. We had a good
singing at Healdton, Nov. 27, which marked the clos¢
of Bro. H. E. Robertson's meeting there.
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Carlos B. Smith, Rte. 1, Box 150, Wesson, Miss.,, Nov.
18.—Over the first two Lord's days in Nov., I was glad
to assist in a meeting at Strong, Ark. Bro. Sam Smith
assisted me, preaching part of the time. I agree with
him that the church there is as a city set upon a hill,
and a hght that cannot be hid. Two were baplized, 2
confessed faults, and one restored. Enroute 1o Strong,
we preached at Conway ta a nice crowd.

J. Wallace Kornegay, 432 Drummond Pk., Panama
city, Fla., Dec. 13,—The church here continues to grow.
The brethren from Kinston, Ala., Dewitt Palmer, Chat-
man Grimes, Malcum Huguley, and Burnice Weeks,
are 50 good to help us, and we appreciate it. I go to
Mt. Pleasant, Fla., the first Lord's day of the month.
They are few but faithful and badly need your help
and prayers. Here are 4 subs.

J. T. Broseh, 1200 S. Lincoln, Odessa, Tex., Nov. 26.—
Since last report I have been busy with my home con-
gregation and preaching sometimes over the week-ends
at Midland. Bro. Wayne McKamie is working with the
congregation here on Clements St,, and will also preach
some for the Golder St. brethren, and at Midland. Love
and unity seems to be on the increase here. Pray for
us. Here are 2 subs.

J. R. Tidmore, Broken Bow, Okla., Dec. 3—~—We have
had considerable sickness here since last report. We
enjoyed Bro. Paul Nichol's meeting at Golden. He did
some wonderful preaching. The last night of the
meeting, when we returned home, there was a man
and his wife at my home from Legal, wanting to be
baptized. That is 3 baptized there the past month. The
work around here is progressing., Bro. Leon Fancher
is doing a good work in the mission field.

Jack Cutter, Rte. 1, Lovell, Okla., Dec. 16.—The past
3 months I have worked with the congregation at
Wynnewood, resulting in the gaining of a new family.
also one confessed faults. This congregation is small
but noted. for it's faithfulness in the face af many dis-
couragements. 1 enjoyed working with them. TIrom
there, I returned home for a few days. I am now in
Texas and have preached at several congregations ov-
er the state. As I strive to grow in the work of the
Lord, I solicit your prayers.

Thomas Murphy, Rte. 5, Liberty, Ky., Nov. 22.—I have
spent most of my time the past year with the home
church. T was glad to hear of the congregation estab-
lished at Woodlawn, Ohio. I_attended one night of
Bro. Morris' meeting there and enjoyed it. I also at-
tended a big part of Bro. Water's meeting at Walnut
Grove, Ky. 1 aftended Bra. Miller's meeting at Blue
Snrings, Ky., and preached there last Lord's day night.
I enjoyed being with Brethren Morris, Miller, and Wa-
ters again and we were glad to have Brethren Waters
and Paul Walker in our home.

John J. Vanstavern, 1511 Livingston, Springfield, Mo.,
Dec. 13.—On Lord's day, Jan. 9, we plan to have an all
day meeting in our new church building at 2436 Benton
Ave, here in Springfield, one block north of Highway
66 Bypass (Kearney St.). We expect visitors from most
of the churches in Mo. Invitations are being sent out
tut #f any church fails to receive one, this is a special
invitation 1o you. The work here seems to be progress-
ing. Bro, Tommy Shaw has been working with us dur-
ing Nov, and Dec. He is a fine young man and good
preacher. We also appreciate his father and mother
who have been here with him. Pray for us.

Miles King, 5001 Duval, Auostin, Tex., Dee, 17.—I at-
tended an inspiring singing at Ardmore, Okla., over
Thanksgiving, and was glad to be associated with my
preaching brethren again. In the evening, several of
us went to Healdton and heard Bro. H. E. Robertson
breach. At present, I am doing personal work in Mem-
phis, These brethren are zealous, and the future of
the church here looks bright. One has been baptized
thus far. Visitors will find a warm welcome here. I
have also enjoyed recent visits at Eola, Tex., Tucker,
Okla.,, and Littie Rock, Ark. May we plan to do more
work for the Lord in the year 1955.

Maurice Murphy, 1304 Oakhurst Dr., Charleston, W.
Va., Dec. 12.—Since last report, Bro. Ervin Waters held
us & short meeting of 10 days, baptizing seven; several
of them already taking part in the teaching and lead-
ing songs. We are also growing in attendance. BEro.
Bennie Cryer is with us for about three months doing
personal work as wel] as public teaching in the area
of St. Albans. The Huntington brethren have surely
been a big help to us. They are willing to cooperate
in any way possible. With this kind of love for the
work, and God as a helper, we plan to do much more
work in the future. Pray for us and the work,

G. W. Anderson, Rte. 3, Box 293, Wichita Ialls, Tex.,
Dec. 11.—Dec. 8, I spoke at N, 6th St. congregation here.
Dec. 10, I heard Bro. Cook at Jacksboro, preach one of
the best sermons I have heard in a long time. I have
learned much from Bro. Cook, and hope some day to
be able to preach the gospel with as much power as
does he. I thank Bro. Carson also, for the help he has
glven me, I have learned many good lessons from him.

ray for me in the work of the Lord. Here is $5.00 to
be used as needed for the OPA. (Note—We wish to
extend our thanks and appreciation for this donation.
May his labors be blessed.—Ed.).

Ro%:T L. Hutchings, 2813 The Mall, Dallas, Tex., Dec.
13.—Nov. 7, I preached at the church in Broadway necar
Paris, Tex. They are few but loyal. Nov. 14, I preached
at Millicia near McKiney, Tex., to a small but faithful
and very Iriendly congregation. I enjoy meeting with
them. Bro. Gay is now with us here at Dallas doing
personal work, helping us with our teaching, and with
the singing. We had the largest crowd last Lord’s day
since the church here was established. We hope crowds
and interest will continue to grow this winter, I pray
all men may be led to Christ and be found abounding
in righteousness at His coming.

Pauyl O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood 38, Calif.,
Dec. 11.—In my last report I made a mistake in some
of my dates. [ was at Siskiyou St. Los Angeles, Oct.
22-24, and at Montebello, Oct. 31. We began the meet-
ing at Armona, Nov. 7, and continued two weeks. Four
confessed faults. Nov. 22-Dec. 5, we were with the
congregation at Lodi. One was baptized and two con-
fessed faults. Dec. 8, we began a meeting on QOrange
Ave,, Fresno, where we are scheduled to continue until
Dec. 19. Next we go to Yuba City for a two week meet-
ing beginning Deec. 26. Then, Jan. 12.23, we are to be
at Aromas; Jan. 24-Feb. 6, National City.

D. B. McCord, 223 W. Lime, Monrovia, Calif.,, Dec. 18.
—Since last reporting, I have enjoved preaching at
Glendora, Noreo, Lynwood, Orange and Arvin. There
are at least 3 congregations in this part of the state
who, beginning the first of the year, are supporling
a man In the New Mexico and Arizona fields. The
method of support is scriptural and can not be suc-
cessfully oppugned by anyone., We solicit the prayers
of all in this endeavor. God help us all to become
more mission-minded. We look forward to Brother
Homer King's coming to this part soon for some preach-
ing. The paper continues to be immensely enjoyed in
our home; the good that we read of serves to build us
up. God bless the faithful.

Bennie T. Cryer, 1280 Oakhurst Dr., Charleston, W.
Va., Dec. 16.—1 am now engaged in work at the St.
Albans church of Christ, where the work is progressing
and we look forward to accomplishing much good.
This is a wonderful church to, work with. I have en-
joyed working with Bro. Moss Covert, one of our elderly
preachers, and a mighty man in Knowledge of the
scriptures, I have preached once at the Huntington
congregation since being here and Bro. B. F. Leonard
delivered us a fine lesson last evening. We plan to
have a New Year's day meeting at St. Albans. May
God bless all the faithful, and may we all endeavor to
do more for the Lord in the coming year.

Ted Warwick, 811 N. Northwood Ave., Compton, Calif.,
Dec. 16.—Oct. 17-31, Bro. James Winchester and I held a
meeting at Carmichael, Calif, Oct. 31-Nov. 7, we were
together at Olivehurst. We appreciated the interest



Page Ten

QLD PATHS ADVOCATE

January 1, 1955

that was manifested and enjoyed working with these
brethren. We are now in a meeting in Sacramento.
These brethren had their first service in their new
building Dec. 5, which was the beginning of the meet-
ing. There have been three baptisms and one con-
fession to date. We are to close here Dec. 19. It has
been a pleasure indeed to work with Bro. Winchester
in these meetings. Our next effort together will be in
Manteca. Here is 2 sub.

Billy Orten, Route 2, Lawrenceburg, Tenn,, Dec. 15.—
At present, I am engaged in a series of meetings at
Arvin, Calif. These are wonderful people to work with.
Two have been baptized and one restored thus far.
Brother Dennis May of Mountain Home, Missouri ac-
companied me to California. Dennis is now eighteen.
He recently decided that he would like to preach the
Gospel as his life’s work. It is a pleasure to have him
with me. Other preaching brethren who have visited
the meeting here are Charles Everett, Dorman Bryant,
and Wayne DeGough. My next is at Ukiah, Calif.
beginning January Tth.

Mitchell E, Mize, 801 Jackson, Texarkana, Ark., Dec.
7—We now have a congregation meeting here at 811
W. 13th St. Brethren Leon Fancher and Johnny Elmore
held a 10 day meeting for us. We appreciated brethren
coming from other congregations among them 1were
Brethren Dorman Bryant, and Billy Bywater. Shreve-
port has been especially good to us. Bro. Bywater
preached for us the last Lord’s day in Nov., and Bro.
Geo. Carter last Lord’s day. We greatly appreciated
the nice contribution from Bro. Geo. G. Freeman and
the Mt. Zion church at Atkins, Ark. Financial help
from any of the brethren will be appreciated as we
have only three regular members which makes it hard
to pay high rent. We pray that some day we will have
a strong, faithful congregation in this city. Pray for us.

Tom E. Smith, 302 Phillips, Healdton, Okla., Dec, 15.—
Qur meeting Nov. 19-28, with Bro. H. E. Robertson, was
very enjoyable. He gave us some fine sermons along
the line of Christian living, and the congregation was
greatly strengthened. It was a pleasure to have him
in our home and be associated with him in the Lord's
work again. We are grateful to the neighboring church-
es for their cooperatian, also the visits by preaching
brethren which helped make the all-day meeting a
success. Since the meeting, { have preached at Graham,
Dougherty, Davis, and Washington. One was restored
at Washington last Lord's day evening. During the
year of 1955, I pray I may do more, and that love and
unity may ahound, thereby stimulating the growth of
the church, Love and best wishes to the faithful in
every clime,

Leon Fancher, Box 41, Horatio, Ark., Dec. 15.—The
work in this part continues to be sponsored by the
Stroud, Sulphur, Washington, Ada, and OKkla. City
{7th St.) brethren. We appreciate these brethren for
sending and Keeping us here. We now live in our trail-
er house at Horatio, so please note our change of ad-
dress. Since we have been having Lord’s day evening
services and have done more personal visiting, the
interest and crowds are growing. I enjoyed the Dec.
OPA very much, and am interested in the special
issue of First Principles. I will want at least 100
copfes, We were at Texarkana last Wednesday night.
They are very zealous, but a preacher needs to be
sent there. I can not work there and at this place,
too, and do the work successfully.

J. Wayne McKamie, 1600 N. Washington, QOdessa,
Tex., Dec. 14 —Our work in McGregor was climaxed
with a meeting, and Nov. 4, we were at Odessa to con-
tinue our work with the faithful. We have two good
congregations here, one on S. Clement and another
at 30th and N. Golder. Bro. Jesse Broseh, one of our
faithful and learned gospel preachers, lives here and
has done a wonderful work in this vicinity, especially
with the Golder congregation. 1 preached to about 75
there last Lord’s day, and that shows he and others
have truly worked. The fajthful at the Clements St.
congregation and also at Midland are enjoying growth,
for which we thank God. We have had 4 confessions

of faults and one baptism at Clements St., and a con.
fession at Golder St. congregation. Remember us when
you approach the throne of grace for help, for this in.
deed is our time of need.

Gayland L. Osburn, 3032% Carmel St., Los Angeles
63, Calif., Dec. 18.—I preached at Saginaw, Qreg., mom-
ing and night, Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, and 12, except for
morning of Nov. 28 when I was privileged to hear
visiting brethren teach and except for night of Dec. 12
when I just assisted with the teaching., Nov. 24, 25
and Dec. 3, heard E. H. Miller preach at Yakima, Wash,,
and 1 assisted in the .all-day “Thanksgiving Day"
services there Nov. 25, Attended most of meeting at
Leavenworth, Wash., conducted by E. H. Miller, -Nov.
26-Dec. 5. Donations for Work in this Part: Nov. 15.
Dec. 17, 1 received the followln% donations for work
here: Church, Odell, Oreg.—38100.00; Church, Saginaw,
Oreg.—$50.00; Church, Kennewick, Wash.—$100.00;
Church, Yuba City, Calif.—$64.87; Otis L. Osburn—
$10.00; Church, Los Angeles, Calif.—$50.00. For this,
we are thankful. If I make any mistakes with these
acknowledgments, please let me Know.

Edwin S. Morris, 3021 McFerrin, Waco, Tex., Dec. 15.
—As yet, we have not beéen able to conduct the mission
meeting at Garrison as we had planned. First, the
digressive churches started a meeting and we thought
it best not to conflict with their meeting. Then, a
mishap occured in the family of Bro. Harris. His wife
backed the car out of the driveway and ran over their
4 year old grand daughter, killing her. Due to these
things, we decided to wait until after the first of the
year for the meeting. I have been in Waco since Nov,
1. Despite obstacles and set-backs, we are progressing
with more members taking part. Too many times,
just a few want to do it all, and they are often un-
qualified. We are beginning a develobment program.
I plan to be at San Angelo, Dec. 26-Jan. 1. There is
to be an all-day meeting there Jan. 1, also Jan. 2
Let us go forward hand in hand with determination to
accomplish more in 1955. Our prayers and love to all
the faithful.

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., Dec. 14—
The meeting at Yakima, Wash., was a good one, with
one baptism, 2 restorations, and 13 confessions of faults,
part of these being from other congregations. I feel
the church there will continue to grow. We appreciated
visitors from Kennewick, Wash., Odell, Oreg., and other
nearby places. My next was at Leavenworth, Wash,
where we have two members. We had 2 or 3 carloais
from Yakima each night though they had about a 200
mile round trip each night, with snow and ice over the
mountain pass. One family was almost converted, and
I think later they will be baptized. I closed there Dec.
5, and preached that night at Odell, Oreg.. en route to
Yuba City, Calif., for a 7 day meeting. This meeting
was well attended by the members but not many out-
siders came. Closing there, I preached Monday night
at Tucson, Ariz., en route home. I am how af Midland
Tex.,-spending the night with my old friend, Bro. Allen.
Lord willing, I am to be back in Calif., next May, also
in Nov. 1 pray this coming year will be the greatest
_17n n}]aany years in winning souls for Jesus. Here are

subs.

E. C. Severe, Wendewende Village, N. A. Mkanda, P.
O. Mlanje, Nyasaland, Africa, Nov, 24.—Our labor with
the brethren on Nov. 14, at Mische church of Christ
progressed in the effort of strengthening the church
and gaining new membership. Sure enough it was my
pleasure to have the chance of baptizing 31 converts on
that day. Nov. 15, I moved to Mulasa where I held
another” successful meeting throughout the 21st, and
immersed 11 more. While I was at Mulasa, Bro. Chiko-
mola was at Cerwalla baptizing 4. Bro. Harry Lupiy2
worshipped at Zenje where he says the gospel is show-
ing progressive interest. Bro. Luka Lupiya held 2
meeting at Kasalika Village in Cholo, wheré he thinks
a new congregation will be established. Bro. Nelson
Tuanje visited me at home, Nov. 22, en route from Cholo
to Mpondesi, where he is called to hold a meeting. Bro.
R. Ngomans returned from Cinthuli, where he labored
in a meeting. Nov. 27, I shall be enroute to Rosaliki
Village in Cholo to see how things are going there. I
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shall round Chinthuli, Cerwalla Village, and Mkhonya
village to visit and stimulate the brethren as I see
the time is too short to wait for long. Pray for us,
prethren.

Leonard Hendrickson, Rte. 1, Box 209, Tulsa, Okla,,
Dec. 8—Tulsa is growing and will some day be a
strong congregation. We are individualistic with ideas
and opinions on most of today's contentious questions,
put have not permitted ourselves to be ensnared to the
point of church discord. We are twning our attention
o more personal work by the church. Preachers, hav-
ing free week-ends, are invited to spend them with us.
Big meetings are yet beyond our financial ability, and
10 day meetings have done us very little good. We
plan to influence and invite people through the week
and climax the weeks with good preaching on Lord's
day. Those who will favor us with preaching will be
supported to the best of our current ability. We want
to develop a tight schedule with no skips in it for the
next few months, so if you have a free weekend, please
contact me so we can use you if that particular time
nas not been filled. We are especially interested in
hearing sermons that have repeatedly been used ef-
fectively in gospel meetings. My day phones are
3.4887 or 4-0728, night phone is 85-6909. Our church
jocation is near the corner of N, Columbia and Apache
St, Apache St. is Hiway 11 on the north side of Tulsa.

wayne Fussell, Box 941, Wilson, QOkla.,, Dec. 8.—In
October I held a meeting at the 9th and Clay congre-
gation in Waco, Texas, with one baptized, This is _a
wonderful group of people with whom to worlk. In
November I had the good pleasure to hold two meet-
ings with our beloved M. Lynwood Smith at the Mt. Car-
ney and Houston, Missouri, congregations, resulting in
eight baptisms and three restorations from the Christ-
jan Church. I am sorry to announce that Bro. Baker
of the Houston congregation died in the course of the
meeting, which was a terrible blow to this small con-
gregation. The Houston church bas a wonderful
chance to grow into a strong church, but they need the
help of all. During the months of January and Feb-
ruary, I will be in Weleetka, Oklahoma, to attempt the
establishing of a new congregation there, under the
supervision of the Ada congregation. If you have
friends or relatives there who might be interested,
please contact me, General Delivery, Weleetka, Okla.
Brethren, we have the best opportunity we have ever
had to accomplish something in the Lord’s work. Let
us utilize all our strength to extend the walls of Zion.

Billy Jack Ivey, Box 13, Sentinel, Okla., Dec. 9—Bro.
King, I wish te commend your capable editorship and
the splendid editorials by the different writers. Also
the very encouraging field reports as contained in the
past two issues of the Old Paths. In my estimation it
brings the Old Paths back to its rightful first place
among all religious publications. 1 believe such pa-
pers as you have recently published deserve as great
a circulation as all bur feeble efforts combined can
achieve. They have certainly encouraged and ad-
monished me. The song drill and preaching services
at Mozier, Ill., were very enjoyable, and I believe, profi-
table, We always enjoy our stay with the people there,
The preaching services resulted in three baptisms, I
regret very much that 1 was called from Kansas City
to Mozier to conduct the funeral of a very fine young
man, Brg. Howard Thomas Jacobs, Jr., the son of our
beloved Bro. Howard Jacobs, of the Forest Grove con-
grepation in Oregon; but due to the far-off-schedule
and late arrival of the train I did not arrive in time.
This T very much regret. At present we are in Kansas
City in sdng drill and preaching services. We have
real]ly learned to love the people here and are enjoying
the work. Lord willing, we shall be at Washington,
Okla., Dec. 26 to Jan. 9 and then 1o Delta, Colo,, to be-
gln about the 23rd of Jan. We love the brethren, and
may God bhless all of you.

fohn O’Donnell, Box 41, Moline, Mich., Dec. 6.——The
church which meets at 1158 Burion S. W., Grand Rapids,
Mich., was very happy to have the opportunity of meet-
ing with the brethren at Milford, with some of the
ontiac brethren also in: attendance, Lord's day after-
hoon and evenings of Nov. 7 - 21. Bro. Jerry Cutter did

the preaching, which we enjoyed, also the fine singing.
It was good 1o meet Bro. Jerry and his wife. They are
a fine Christian couple. We welcome all faithful
brethren to worship with us at 10:30 A, M. each Lord's
day, and to visit in our home at any time. Indeed, we
shall never forget the fine Christian fellowship we en-
joyed having Brethren Cutter, King, and Miller, with
us, as well as other dearly beloved brethren. It re-
minds us of the words of Paul in Rom. 10:15, “As it is
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good
things.” The C. O/s with us, are doing a very fine
work in the Lord’s vineyard, and they are all welcome
to our home. The church which meets at 1158 W. Bur-
ton St. can faithfully say, that we practice no innova-
tions, we worship in spirit and in truth; no Sunday
school, mechanical instruments, or any other innova-
tion. So, come all ye faithful, be with us each Lord’s
day at 10:30 A. M. Jesus said in Jno. 14:15, "If ye love
me, keep my commandments.” May the good Lord
bless you all.

J. Ervin Waters, Route one, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., Dec,
14—1 closed at Stroud, Okla,, Nov. 14, and Nov. 15-20,
Paul Walker and I preached alternately in the Brace
Community Bldg., nine miles north of Lawrenceburg
and about three miles from Chapel Grove, There is no
congregation there. 1 assisted Chapel Grove for a few
services and departed for California, preaching two
nights at Fresno (Butler Ave,) en route and begihning
the meeting at Waterford, Calif., Dec. 3. I have en-
joyed preaching here at my old home congregation,
where I lived for fifteen months and being as-
sociated with these fine people. I have made my home
with Bro. W. E. Murry, one of the old stalwarts, and
have been inspired by being with that grand old man
of the gospel, T. F. Thomasson. From such men my
generation has received this spiritual heritage. For
over seventeen years, since I was a boy, he has ever
been one of my mentors and preceptors in the gospel.
It was good to have my old companion-in-arms, Paul
Nichols, here for two nights. Homer L. King has at-
tended most of the meeting and what a time we have
had! May the Lord bless his labors for truth. [ will
be at Sanger, Dec. 17-26, and then on home. I am
presently scheduled to enter Vanderbilt Hospital in
Nashville, Tenn., about Jan. 10 and will probably have
an operation the next morning for an old trouble which
has been with me for nineteen years and which has
worsened. My doctors advise surgery as soon as pos-
sible. I will be hospitalized there. Address commun-
ications to my home address and remember us in your
petitions at His throne. The Lord is gracious.

Barney D. Welch, 1208 Larkwood Dr., Austin. Tex.,
Dec. 16—I went from Ala., to S. Charleston, W. Va.,
preaching to good crowds, Nov. 16, 17. 1 was glad to
have almost the entire congrepation from St. Albans
in attendance both services. Also, some from Hunt-
ington attended both nights. Brethren, remember
these thoughts: Be sure your discipline is scripturally
carried out by qualified men. To do such will definite-
ly mean, “without partiality,” along with other things.
My love is fervent for all you W. Va. brethren. with
whom I have labored much. Nov. 19-28, I was in a
meeting at Clearfleld, Pa., where some God fearing
brethren worship. The weather was bad, but crowds
were fair, with some attending from Le Contes Mills
nearly every service. We were happy to have Bro.
Buffington with us four services, preaching one Lord's
day morning, while I preached at Le Contes Mills. I
visited many at both places while there, and surely
enjoyed every visit. Bro. Guy Mallory is a great help
to the Cause in that territory. Dec. 2-5, I preached at
Bloomington, Ind., to good crowds for a new congre-
gation. In faect, the house was almost full and the
weather cold. Contributions were ranging from $135.00
to $165.00 each Lord’s day, and they have about the
same membership and living conditions as some §18.75
and $43.50 per Lord’s day congregations. Bro. Larry
Robertson, a real preacher, works with them, Dec, 6,
I preached at Lebanon, Mo., and truly it was like Bro.
Harold King said, “seemed like old times.” We had
a very enjoyable service. I am nhow in a neeting at
San Antonio, Tex., Nacogdoches Rd. A new congrega-
tion and a brand new building, the result of a mission
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effort, Brethren Stockton, of Richmond, Finto, Rey-
nolds, Caraway and others, of Fairview, Schoen, Redd-
ing, Harérow; Osteen, and others, from Austin, have
attended one or mare services; others are coming.
Preach the Word, live the life, and pray for me, bre-
thren.

Homer L. King, Gen. Del.,, Modesto, California, Dec.
20.—The meetings for the faithful at Merced closed the
last Lord’s day in Nov, with one confession of faults.
The attendance and interest were fair considering the
unfaverable weather. 1 appreciate the faithful ones
who hold on there in spite of hindering causes. I was
glad to hear Bro. Chester King (my nephew) at Ceres
on the night of Nov. 28, We were glad to hear Bro.
Paul Nichels one night at Lodi, recently, and to have
him and his Christian wife visit in our home, Paul
continues to grow in the gospel field. It was a pleas-
ure to hear Bro. Ervin Waters in the greater part of
his meeting at Waterford, this month. His sermons
from the Roman lelter were very interesting and were
characterized by much depth. We enjoyed Lrvin's
visit in our home. We attended a Sunday afternoon
singing at Sacramento, Dec. 5; this being the opening
day for their new church bullding. They are to be
commended for their patience and_ determination to
see this building through to completion. One very én-
couraging feature of the work in this part is the in-
creased interest in singing at about all the conpgrega-
tions. This month, I have preached at Stockton, Mo-
desto, and Ceres. We are glad to report that Brg. John,
Reynolds continues to improve in health, and is able
to preach in a limited way. Tomorrow we leave for a
trip into the Los Angeles area. with a stop over at Ar-
vin, en route; a series of meetings at Glendora, and as
we return a stop over at Fresno, We hope to see many
of our old friends on this trip. May the new year bring
us even more profitable meetings throughout the bro-
therhood. May all_of our preachers, young and old,
realize the need of & closer walk with God, closer un-
ion, more co-operation, more love; no hatred, jealousy,
envy, factionalism, competition, backbiting, rivalry, etc.
We need all, yea, even more, of our preaching brethren,
but we need to work together; we need to be in fellow-
ship with each other. My love and best regards to all.

Homer A. Gay, 262 N. Jackson, Lebanon, Mo., Decem-
ber 14.—By the time you read this it will be “next year”
—1954 will be forever gone and 1955 will be on us, The
months of October and November we worked with and
for the Lakeview Church of Christ in San Angelo, Tex.
And, a_very pleasant two months it was, We surely
enjoyed working with these fine folk. I never have
seen folks who could think of more good things to do
for a preacher than these. Besides giving us a good
support in money, they also’ showered us with a very
liberal supply of groceries. The crowds doubled at all
night services, and greatly increased on Lord's days.
Nine were baptized and some confessed faults—in the
number baptized was one whole family, except the
baby. The last Lord’s day in November— our last
there, we had all day services, preaching in the morn-
ing, lunch together in the nearby school cafeteria, sing-
ing in the afternoon, and preaching again at night.
This was a fine day—a house full of people, with vis-
itors from Abilene, Odessa, Midland, Eldorado, Sonora,
Eden, and Eola. We were glad to have preaching bre-
thren Reed Chappell, and Jesse Broseh. The singing
was really good—from Qld Paths Echoes No. 3. We
hated to leave San Angelo—wish we could have spent
the winter there—but maybe they can arrange with
someadne else to go on with the work, which we had
only started. We are now with the fine little church
at 2515 Denley Drive, Dallas, Tex. We shall likely
spend the rest of the winter here. Starting only five
years ago-—with three members—they have held on,
with the help of the Vaughan Blvd. church in Fi
Worth, and have enjoyed a steady growth until now
they have almost a house full, and their song leaders
and their teachers are rapidly developing until they
will, ere long, be able to reach; out and start another
congregation. May God richly bless all our faithful
workers in and during the New Year which is upon us.

Jim A. Canfield, (colored), Star Rte., Box 78, Marion,
La., Nov. 29.—I was with the few, but faithful, colored
brethren near Wedowee, Ala., over 3 Lord's days. They
now have the foundation ready to build on. It is 20x2(,
Some of the Baptist people say if we had a house they
would obey the gospel. It is hard to get outsiders to
attend services in a private home. Brethren Dukes and
Molden are encouraged to remain faithful. If you can
give them financjal help, please do so. I am thankful
to the brethren for their support. This month’s sup.
port has been fine. I have been able to keep on with
the work since July 4. Brethren, I will have to give up
trying to care for the old home place. I have used
some of the support in caring for it. If my two bro-
thers do not come in and take charge of the place, it
will just be here. Bro. Gatson writes me from Chieagg,
that since my visit up there, they have heen having
services each Lord’s day in Bro. Coleman’s home. 1
plan to be with them again next April or May for
more mission work and house to house teaching. While
there in Oect., I visited a Bro. J. S. Winston. He had
held us meetings in 1936 and ’'37. His first words were,
“Where is Bro. G. A. Canfield?” When I told him Dad
was dead, he said he wished we had let him know so
he could have attended the funeral. Bro. Winston was
in a debate with an Adventist, and really upheld the
Truth. I met Bro. Pitts the preacher for the digressive
church at Annison, Ala., in Bro. Duke’s home. He said
we should worship together, using Luke 22:17 to prove
individual cups. He said Christ gave thanks for the
cup he gave to the apostles and fthen they divided it
into other cups before drinking of it. I asked him why
they could not drink from the cup the Lord gave thanks
for since it contained enough fruit of the vine for them
all. He then asked about a congregation of 500 using
1the one cup, but remember brethren, he had already
said the cup the Lord gave thanks for would serve 500
if it was put in other cups. Why would it not serve
500 in one cup, also? Such reasoning! He soon saw
where 1 had him tied up, yet he would not affirm his
practice on indlvidual cups. He said the Bible did
not teach them. Brethren, think on this!

THE PAUSE IN THE PRAYER

The Lutheran Witness tells of a little boy being put
to bed by his grandmother. He knelt beside the bed to
say his prayers: “If I should die before I wake,” said
Danny reverently, “If I should die before I wake—"
Danny hesitated.

“l pray—" prompted the grandmother gently. “Go
on, Danny."

"Wait a minute!" said the bo% and scrambling to
his feet he hurried downstairs. In a_few minutes he
was back and, resuming his place, took up the petition
where he left off. His grandmother questioned him
about his running downstairs.

"I did not think of what I was saying. Grandma:
that's why I had to stop,” the boy explained. “You
see, I had upset Ted’s menagerie and stood all his
wooden soldiers on their heads, just to see how he'd
tear around and rave in the morning. But when I pray:
ed ‘if T should die before I wake,’” why—I didn't want
him to find 'em that way. I didn't want him to always
remember me doing anything like that! A Jot of
things seem funny if you're going to keep on living
but you don't want '’em to keep that way if you're go-
ing to die beifore you wakel" .

“That’s right, Danny, you did the right thing,” Grand-
mother said softly. “A good many of our prayers
wouldn't be hurt by stopping in the middle to undo a
wrong."”

Jesus said—*“if thou bring thy gift to the altar and
there rememberest thy brother hath aught against
thee, leave thy gift before the altar and go thy way:
first be reconciled to thy brother, then go and offer thy
gift” (Matt. 5:23, 24).

Not what you get, but what you give,

Not what you say, but how you live,

Giving the world the love it needs,

Living a life of noble deeds.

Not whence you came, but whither bound,

Not what you have, but whether found

Strong for the right—the good—the true.

These are the things worthwhile to you.
_—Selected by Greta Webb.
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By J. Ervin Waters

WORD STUDIES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
“The Law Was Qur SCHOOLMASTER”

“But before faith came, we were kept under the
law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards
be revealed. Wherefore the law was our SCHOOL-
MASTER to bring us unto Christ, that we might be
justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we
are no longer under a SCHOOLMASTER” (Gal. 3:23-25).

In the context the apostle Paul has undertaken to
show the inferiority of “the law’” to the gospel. ""The
law" had reference to the law of Moses. Some Judaiz-
ing teachers were trying to bind the law upon the
church. Paul declared, “a man is not justified by the
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ”
(Gal. 2:16): “for by the works of the law shall no flesh
be justified.” “If righteousness come by the law, then
Christ is dead in vain” (Gal. 2:21). The law provided
no means of justification for had it done so there would
have been no purpose in the death of Christ. The
Galatians had not received the Spirit by the works of
the law but by the hearing of faith, ie., the gospel
(Gal. 3:2). Since no man perflectly kept the provisions
of the law, the only way he could have been justified
by the law, then ‘no man is justified by the law in
the sight of God» (Gal. 3:11).

The promise God made to Abraham (Gal. 3:8)
which was to the Gentiles as well as the Jews was
lour hundred and thirty years before the law and its
fulfillment was in no way conditioned upon the law
(Gal. 3:17) and the ]law could not disannul that prom-
ise or make it of none effeet. If the inheritance of the
promise had been by the law it could not have been
by promise (Gal. 3:18). The law was only added to
the promise as a temporary expediency till the seed
should come (Gal. 3:19) and was never intended to
be permanent. If that law could have given life,
righteousness should have been by the law (Gal. 3:21).

What main purpose did the law serve? It re-
strained transgression (V. 18) and disciplined, or “shut
up" and “kept” (V. 23), the Jews unto the faith which
was to be revealed. Hence the apostle describes it as
“our SCHOOLMASTER to bring us to Christ.” But this
does not mean that the law was the actual teacher for
had it heen s0 it would have been the fulfilling of their
needs and desires. The Greek word is “"PAIDAGOGOS”
and has a fine shade of meaning which fits this cir-
cumstance.

“A guide, or guardian or trainer of boys, lit, a

(Continued on page 3)

DIVISION OF WORD ON SPIRIT QUESTION
By T. F. Thomasson

While it is necessary to rightly divide the word in
a general way, it is also important that we notice it
in its special divisions. Paul says, “Now there are
diversities of -gifts but the same Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:4).
After speaking of gifts of healing, working of miracles
and etc., he says, “But all these worketh that one and
the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally
as he will” (1 Cor. 12:11).

Christ is said to have the Spirit without measure
(Jno. 3:34). Then certainly others had the Spirit by
measure. These measures of the Spirit were to con-
firm the word (Heb. 2:4). The Bible makes the di-
vision itself. John speaks of the baptism of the Spirit
(Matt. 3:11). Pau] speaks of the miraculous pgifts,
measures of the Spirit (X Cor. 12:4). Christ said the
Spirit would reprove the world of sin and of righteous-
ness and of judgment (Jno. 16:8).

When the multitude heard Pcter preach that great
sermon on the day of Pentecost, they cried out, “Men
and brethren, what shall we do? Peter said, repent and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:37-38). Peter did not
command them to be baptized with the Holy Spirit be-
cause Holy Spirit baptism was a promise, not a com-
mand. Only the Lord could administer that baptism.
Peter was under the commission and had the keys be-
longing to that commission that commanded baptism
(Matt. 28:19-20).

This same apostle at the house of Cornelius said,
“Can any man forbid water that these should not be
baptized who have received the Holy Spirit as well
as we?”

We will first notice the baptism of the Spirit. This
measure to aposiles only. Jesus said, "I will pray
the Tather, and he shall give you another Comfcrter,
that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit
of truth; whorn the world cannot receive, because it
seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know
him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you”
(Jno. 14:16-17). Please keep in mind that the ye and
you refer to the apostles. Jesus said again, “Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you
into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak.” Again
he said, “And when he had said this, he breathed on
them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit"
(Jno. 20:22-23). They were not given the Holy Spirit



Page Two

OLD PATHS ADVOCATE

February 1, 1955

then for the Holy Spirit was not yet given (Jno. 7:39).
He was showing how they would receive the promise
and what this promise meant (Acts 1:5). “For John
truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with
the Holy Spirit not many days hence.” ‘“And, behold,
1 send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry
ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with
power from on high” (Lk. 24:49)., %And when the
day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all in one
accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled
all the house where they were sitting. And there
appeared unto them ecloven tongues like as of {ire, and
it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues,
as the Spirit gave them utterance.” Some may say that
the multitude was baptized with the Spirit. But, when
this was noised abroad the multitudes came together
and accused the apostles of being drunk. But Peter
standing up with the eleven said, “These are not
drunken as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour
of the day. But this is that which was spoken by the
prophet Joel” (Acts 2:1-14). This prophecy is found
in Joel 2:28-29. Peter said this is the fullfillment of
of that promise. Also it is the fullfiliment of the prom-
ise that Jesus made to the apostles (Jno. 14:16-17;
15:26-27; 16:13-14; also Lk. 24:49). This baptism of the
Spirit was to guide them into all truth and bring all
things to their remembrance, whatsoever he said unto
them. This meausre of the Spirit to the apostles gave
them power, that on whomsoever they laid their hands,
would receive the Holy Spirit. No one else could do
that {Aects 8:18). But those upon whom the apostles
laid their hands could perform miracles. Phillip went
down to Samaria and preached Christ to them. When
they heard Phillip they believed what he preached con-
cerning the kingdom and the name of Christ. They
were baptized both men and women (Acts 8:12). Was
this Holy Spirit baptism? No, I am sure it was not,
because this same Phillip preached Jesus to the Eunuch,
and when they came to a certain water the Eunuch
said, “See here is water; what doth hinder me to be
baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all
thine heart thou mayest. And the Eunuch said, I be-
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he com-
manded the chariot to stand still: and they went down
both inte the water. both Philip and the Eunuch; and
he baptized him” (Acts 8:36-40). I am sure this was
water baptism, and I am just as sure that the Samar-
itans were baptized with the same element. Because
the same preacher was present on both occasions.

Now when the church at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had received the gospel they sent Peter and
John down there that they might receive the Holy
Spirit. There was a certain sorcerer, named Simon,
who had bewitched the people with his sorcery. But
when he saw the miracles that Philip did he believed
and was baptized. But when he saw that through lay-
ing on of the apostles hands the Holy Spirit was given
he offered them money for the same gift. But Peter
told hirm he had no part nor lot in the matter and told
him to pray God that the thought of his heart may be
forgiven him (Acts 8:18-26). Philip was not an apostle
and could not lay his hands on others and give them
that measure of the Spirit.

The baptism of the Spirit just recorded twice, on
Pentecost, .(Acts 2nd chapter) and at the house of Cor-

nelius (Acts 10th chapter). The apostles were baptizeqd
with the Holy Spirit on Pentecost to bring all things ta
their remembrance and qualify them for the work God
had for them to do. Cornelius was baptized with it to
convince the Jews that the Gentiles had access to the
gospel. Peter was convinced on the house iop in
Joppa (Acts 10:11). Peter knew that the church at
Jerusalem would call his going into the Gentiles, for
Cornelius was a Gentile and the Jews had always been
forbidden to keep company with the Gentiles.

When the men from Cornelius arrived in Joppa,
Peter returned with them but he took six Jewish breth.
ren with him as witnesses, They arrived at the house
af Cornelius and Peter said, “As I began to speak, the
Holy Spirit fell on them, as on us at the beginning,
Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he
said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall
be baptized with the Holy Spirit. Forasmuch then as
God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I
could withstand God? (Aects 11:15-19). Again he said,
“And put no difference between us and them, purify-
ing their hearts by faith"” (Acts 15:9). And again, “As
Peter yet spake these words the Holy Spirit fell on all
them which heard the word. And they of the eircum-
cision which believed were astonished, as many as
came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was
poured out the gift of the Holy Spirit.”” Now Peter and
the six brethren that came with him were convinced
that God was no repecter of person. Peter said, “I
perceive that God is no respector of persons” (Acts
10:34). Peter having been convinced that the Gentiles
have access to the gospel they can now obey it. So
Peter said, “Can any man forbid water, that these
should not be baptzied, who have received the Hoaly
Spirit as well as we?”

(Continued)

TIMELY SUGGESTIONS

For a year I have been using the space of my “Timely
Suggestions” for teaching on the Officers in the Church
and many suggestions that I wanted to make have
been left out. And when my “Timely Suggestions”
failed to appear in the November issue of the OPA—
crowded out by another article of mine, several have
written me that they missed my suggestions. Thanks.
I feel that we have many good writers among us and
MY suggestion is that THEY take the time to write
good articles along various lines. I believe the paper
has been much better of late.

Lay members of the Church: Sectarians talk much
about their “Lay members.” Well, we also have them
—too many of them. Some LAY up in bed until it is
too late to get to the worship on Lord’s day morning.
Others LAY out and do not attend at all. Many others
Lay out from all the night meetings. Some LAY by in
store as if though the Lord had them on the ‘soup
line” all week.

All of these LAY members are always willing to LAY
the blame on the other fellow for the Church not being
what it should be.

Suggestion: Don't be a LAY member: “Stand” —
(Eph. 6:10-13).
Suggestion: Character is not built on wrecking the

reputation of others: Neither can one pull himself up
by his own boot straps.
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Most of our ideas of a “broad minded” person, is one
that will soon agree that we are right.

The voice of conscience is so delicate that it is easy
to stiffle it, but it is also so clear that it is impossible to
mistake it.

One thorn of experience is worth a whole wilderness
of warnings,—uhheeded.

It is important for folks to know where we stand, but
it is more important for us to know where we are going.
As one grows older he usually talks less, and says more.

Spitting and smoking: The other day a man on the
sireet almost missed my shoe (but not quite) with a
whole mouth full of tobaceo juice. I jumped, but not
soon enough—getting old, I guess! The man apolo-
gized, and with his red handKerchief, cleaned my shoe.
That same night a brother in the church filled my face
so full of smoke that I had te run for air, and had to
stand in the open door, tho it was cold, for him to talk
to me. I wonder if it wouldn't be a little more con-
siderate to blow that smoke outside? Even a car is
made with an exhaust pipe.

Suggestion: “Be courteous’'—(1 Pet. 3:8).

“Robbers of Churches” (Acts 19:37}). I happen to
know of 2 number of good, free-hearted churches who
have been “hooked" by designing, deceitful, and un-
scrupulous persons—claiming to be faithful members
of the church, in need. I realize that it is our privilege
and duty to help those in need but the Bible is plain
on this, that “If any will not work, neither should he
eat”—off the church, (2 Thess. 3:10-12). 1 have known
of two different parties in the last few years who have
made trips from ¢ne coast to the other just by calling
the brethren and telling them a “hard-luck” story—
“Broke-down''; “sick'; ‘robbed”; or something. Many
of our good brethren, with a sympathy and a willing
heart have depleted themselves to send money te such
calls.

Now, brethren, I surely do believe in helping the
needy but here are some things to take under consid-
eration: If you were away from home and stranded,
you would not appeal to strangers for help. Sugges-
tion: If a person is worthy of help they can always
get it from among those who know them; if they are
not worthy, the church should not be burdened with
the care of them (2 Thess. 3:11-12).

A Golden Opportunity. There is a splendid Mexican
family of Christians, who worship with the Denley
Drive Church of Christ in Dallas, and we are expecting
more to begin worshipping with us soon. They tell
me of others who are about persuaded that we have
the true worship, but that some of them cannot under-
stand the English language. This poses a problem.
These are very fine and refined peaple, and I believe
that right here in Texas, among the Spanish speaking
people, is perhaps one of the greatest mission oppor-
tunities of our day. So far as I know, we have ane man
—and only one, — Brother Joe Martiniz, who is both
able, and willing to do this preaching, Enough faith-
ful Christians could be found right in Dallas to start
2 good faithful Mexican church.

Suggestion: Let thirty or more congregations agree
to give Bro. Martiniz ten or more dollars each month
for a year and let him get started in this work.

Final Suggestion: Please do not be as the Scribes
and Pharisees, of Matt. 23:13, — Refuse to do anything
yourself, and oppose those wlho would. If you will not
push, and just have to ride, please hold up your feet.

—Homer A. Gay.

WORD STUDIES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT—
(Continued from page one)

child leader, a tutor, v in Gal. 3:24, 25, AV,
‘schoolmaster’ (R.V., ‘tutor’), but here the idea of in-
struction is absent. In this and allied words the idea
is that of training, discipline, and not of impartation
of knowledge. The PAIDAGOGOS was not the instructor
of the child; he exercised a general supervision aver
him and was responsible for his moral and physical
wellbeing. Thus understood, PAIDAGOGOS is appro-
priately used with ‘kept in ward’ and ‘shut up,’ whereas
1o understand it as equivalent to ‘teacher’ introduces
an idea entirely foreign to the passage, and throws
the apostle’s argument into confusion.” (W. E. Vine's
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, Vol.
2, P. 264).

"In Roman families a trusted slave, a pedagogue,
had charge of children, preserved them from harm,
and took them to school. The law is such a tutor;
not a schoolmaster, but a guide to lead us to the school
of Christ” (B. W. Johnson, People's N.T.,, Vol. 2, P.
174-175).

“The pedagogue or tuor was usually a slave, whose
duty it was to take charge of a boy from his childhood
to his majority, shield him from physical and moral
evil, accompany him in all his amusement, and, as it
were, keep him as a prisoner at large, lest he should in
any way injure himself. Now, the law was such a
tutor to bring those under his care to a state of develop-
ment fit for the society and fellowship of Christ, the
spiritual father” (J. W. McGarvey, Standard Bible Com-
mentary, P. 270).

“The PAIDAGODGOS, pedagogue, is not the school-
master, but the servant who had the care of the children
to lead them to and bring them back from school, and
had the care of them out of school hours. Thus the
law did not teach us the living, saving knawledge; but,
by its rites and ceremonies, and espeecially by its
sacrifices, it directed us to Christ, that we might be
justified by faith' (Adam Clark’s Commentary, Vol.
6, P. 401).

“WEAK and BEGGARLY ELEMENTS"

“But now, after that ye have known God, or rather
are known of God, how turn ye again to the WEAK
and BEGGARLY ELEMENTS whereunto ye desire again
to be in bondage?” (Gal. 4:9).

Paul is again addressing Jews who had come out
from under the law and its bondage and who were
desiring to return. Paul said, “Even so we, when we
were children, wera in bondage under the ELEMENTS
OF THE WORLD" (Gal. 4:3). Many quote the above
passages and try to make them apply to mere sinful
living which we came out of when we became Christ-
ians and to which many return or desire to return. But
Paul is discussing the Jew’s religion and shows that
Christ came “to redeem them that were under the law,
that we might receive the adoption of sons” (V. 5).
“Tell me, ye that desire to he under the law, do ye
not hear the law?" (V. 21). "“Stand fast therefore in
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and
be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage”
(Gal. 5:1). They were observing days, and months,
and times, and years (Gal. 4:10) which were a part of
the law.

The expression “WEAK and BEGGARLY ELE-
MENTS" vividly describes the inadequacy of ihe law.
WEAK is from the Greek, “ASTHENES.” “strengthless”

{Continued on page 12)
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HERE AND THERE

Please Take Notice: There will be no room for field
reports and current happenings in the March issue of
the OPA. We plan to make it a special issue given en-
tirely to articles dealing with first principles, suitable
to use in mission work, hence all other matter would
be irrelevant and inappropriate to our purpose in view.
Will you please lake noiice of this, and please hold
your reports for the April issue or send them on to us
for our safe keeping?

Now, if you have not notified us as to how many of
these copies you want you should do so immediately,
on or before February 20, so that we may know how
many to order the printers to make for us. All con-
gregations and individuals should have a supply of
this special issue to hand out to people in error. The
price will be about 5S¢ per caepy for bulk orders.

Our Appreciation.——We are, indeed, encouraged to
note the increased interest in the welfare of the paper
on the part of the preachers and others in general. Our
many thanks to all for their nice words of appreciation
for our feeble efforts to give you all a better paper, also
the appreciation expressed for the good articles being
run in the OPA. Too, we are s5¢ very thankful for the
encouraging lists of subscriptions being sent to us from
various sources. .

Song Books, Tracts. Religious Books: Yes, we can
still supply your needs in about anything you need
along this line. We have in stock three very good song
books, and our 1955 song book is in the making and
should be ready in the spring. Write us your needs.

Change of Address—If you change your address, be
sure to send us both the old and the new address. It
will save us money, and it will save both you and us
trouble in supplying every issue of the paper to you.

Our Address—You may direct your communications
to us either Box 333, or 314 West Granger St. Our phone
number is 3-1161 Modesto, Calif. —Publisher.

CONCERNING OUR PAPER

The Qld Paths Adveocate is just what that name im-
plies. It just simply advocates the Old Paths. Brother
Homer L. King and I have been trying for a quarter of
a century to Keep it just that.

The paper is an outlet for all faithful preachers and

church leaders to speak their mind; to advertise their
meetings; to tell of the work they have been doing, or,
intend to do; and thru which many appeals are sent
for help for weak congregations and for individuals in
distress. The ‘“field reports” carried in the paper each
month are a boon to all truth-loving members. The
paper is sent to most of the states and to several for.
ecign countries. Hence, when you speak in the OPA
you are literally speaking lo Several thousand. My
telephone Dbill for last month was several dollars—and
that was for only a few calls. If I should try to con-
tact ALL our friends and loved ones by wire the cost
would certainly be prohibitive. However, thru the
OPA we preachers and others talk to our thousands of
friends and brethren., Many times we may use this
medium never realizing the work that goes inta it by
others, Brother King puts in one week out of each
month in preparing the copy for the paper. Sister King
does a great deal of the work and for all of this some-
times—not often—there are a very few dollars left over
after paying the printers and the postage. What little
I do—writing, correcting articles and reports, answering
questions, sending in subscriptions, and getting ad-
dresses straightened out, of course has always been
free.

And Now: If those who appreciate the opportunity of
getting your reports and articles before the thousands
of our readers, would only mention the Old Paths Ad-
vocate, and its merits to others, in the homes, and now
and then, from the pulpit, you would be surprised how
many would say 1o you as they do to me, “Yes, I have
been intending to send in my subscription, but just
fargot it."” You would be sending in a good list of subs.
about every month. You invite people out to church—
because you want them to hear you preach. Then why
not invite them to read YOUR writings in the paper?
Why don't we double our audience (of readers) this
vear?

Remember, the more subscribers we have, the more
readers we will have. The paper will do them good,
and another two or three thousand subs. would make
it much easier on the publisher.

—Homer A. Gay.

ANOTHER TRACT

My booklet which I have named THE INSIDE OF THE
CUP is now in the hands of the printers and should be
ready.to send to you by the time you read these lines.
This work is a discussion of the drink element in the
Lord’s supper. The price: 15c each; $1.50 per dozen;
$12.00 per hundred, prepaid by me. —Homer A. Gay.

OUR HELPERS IN JANUARY

Each month we give the names of those from whom
we have received one or more subscriptions to the OPA.
We appreciate more than words can tell your interest
in the circulation of this paper. Please, always check
this list for your acknowledgment and report any er-
rors to us at once. We want everybody to get value
received for every cent they send us for the paper. Note
the following:

Homer L. King—22; Paul O. Nichols—17; J. Ervin
Waters—15; Homer A. Gay—>5; Billy Orten—3; Jack
Ivey—3; Paul Mackey—3; Jack Cutter—3; J. W. Mc-
Keand—3; Byron Kramer—3; Mrs. Rhuel Stumpff—3;
Larry Robertson—2; Clovis T. Cook—2; G. W. Anderson
—2; Orvilie Lee Smith—2; Edwin Morris—2; Lynwood
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Smith—2; Tom E. Smith—2; Milton Evitt—2; Donna
wright—2; Clyde Lamkins—2; Wm. K. Nichols~-2; E.
T. Turbeville—2; Ralph Meents—2; Raymond Lindsey—
2; Ted Warwick—1; Obera Perry—1; Carl Chambers—
1; Wallace Middick—1; J. S. Shelley~—1; Viola Graham
—1; C. H. Lee—1; J. C. Moore—1; Julia Kubena—1;
Monroe Baker——1; Stella Fleetwood—1; J. B. Padgett—1;
Elwin Cutter—1; Ethel Walker—1; Mrs. C. A. Allen—1;
0. D. Adcock——1; Jimmy Campbell—1; Gene Hopkins—
1; Dallas Burdette—1; Paul Triplett—1; Joe H. Howard
—1; Mrs. J. H. Miller—1; Mrs. J. W. Tipton—1; Cora
Maddux—1; Abe. Young—1; Jim Canfield—1; A. B.
Caudle—1; Amos Phillips—1; L. C. Dent—1; E, H. Miller
—1; Tommy Shaw—1; T. L. Rickard—1; Vernon Borrell
—1; C. B. Davis—1; Robert Hayes—1; John Reynolds—
1; Harvey Chapman—1; Total — 145.

PRAYER

Prayer is one of the first and sweetest duties of the
Christian toward God. By it, he approaches the per-
sonal ear of his Maker, pouring out his thanks for life,
perservation, and salvation, glorifying God, asking aid,
assistance, grace, or strength, or making intercession
for some other person. It is one of the surest means of
attaining a higher type of spirituality, as well as one
of the strongest of staffs upon which to lean when we
are weak or troubled. Earnest continued prayer in-
variably brings peace when we are at war with our-
selves, for God never fails to listen to the call of those
who come to Him in distress of mind and ask Him to
give of His infinite strength to support them. But in
asking God for these things we must never forget that
His knowledge and wisdom are infinitely greater than
ours, and that we must not expect Him to grant our
wishes if in His sight they are not expedient or will be
harmful to us. His own Son, in the garden of Gethse-
mane, addressed Him from the human side of His na-
ture and asked Him to let the cup of Calvary pass from
Him, if it should be His will. But Jesus was willing 1o
let everything rest in the hands of His Father, cbeying
Him in all things. No prayer should pass the lips of
man without the thought, either spoken or in the heart:

“Thy will, O Lord, not mine, be done.”

(Selected by John Stephens, Box 300,

Wichita Falls, Tex.)

PROPOSITIONS FOR DISCUSSION

The following propositions are to be discussed at
Texarkana, Arkansas, in the church building owned by
Bro. Hathaway's brethren, February 21-.24 inclusive,
four nights. 1 shall do my best to see that the dis-
cussion is clean and orderly in every way. We hope
that many from both sides will attend.

1. The Scriptures teach that an assembly of the
church of Christ for the communion may use individual
drinking vessels in the distribution of the fruit of the
vine; and that if only one loaf is used it may be broken
half into, or near the middle, and the twe halves passed
to different people at the same time,

Affirmative—Lester Hathaway
Negative—E. H. Miller

2. The Scriptures teach that an assembly of the
church of Christ for the cornmunion must use one cup
{drinking vessel) in the distribution of the fruit of the
vine; also that a loaf (meaning but one loaf) is to be
used, and that each person who breaks, partakes (there-
fore, no one should break the loaf except to partake).

Affirmative—E. H. Miller
Negative—Lester Hathaway
The above propositions were worded by Bro. Hath-
away, and I believe them to be fair to both sides.
—E. H. Miller

A NEW CONGREGATION

We now have a faithful congregation in Phoenix,
Ariz., meeting at 1646 N. 36th St., just north off of Mec-
Dowell Road. The brethren have purchased a building
and are converting it into a nice meeting place. This
effort has been made possible through the prayers of
the faithful and their support. As of Dec. 1, we have
received the following support: Dora Permenter—$40.00;
V. L. Borrell—$50.00; T. L. Ellerd—§50.00; and from
the congregation at Waterford, Calif.—$71.19. We hope
other members will consider Jocating here. We need
help, especially those able to take an active part in
the services. If you know of anyone here who might
be interested in attending, please let us know. You
may contact Lawrence Permenter, 2624 E. Watkins Rd,,
Phoenix, Ariz.

—Norvel Ellerd.

WILL YOU HELP?
A small band of Christians have been meeting in
a private home for worship near Richmond, Calif. We
have about 24 members. We recently rented a nice
building, very suitable for our services, with an option
to buy. We will have to raise $2800.00 to reduce this
to where we can handle it alone. Brethren, I believe
this is one of the best pfaces in Calif. to build a large
faithful congregation, hence, I do not hesitate to ask
you for help. Some of you have already received a
personal letter from me asking for financial help.
Others will receive letters, too. When you invest dol-
lars in this sort of work, you are laying up for your-
selves, treasures in heaven. All help will be acknow-
ledged by letter, also through the OPA.
—~W. H. Hilton, 716 La Paloma, Richmond, Calif.
(Under date of Jan. 16, from Bro. Allen)—In Dec.
we found a place we could rent for a year with 6
months option to buy, our first 6 months rent to apply
on purchase price if we exercise our option as specified.
The purchasing price is $6800.00, and we will be able
to borrow $3500.00. Our rent per month is $85.00 which
will mean $510.00 rent money at the end of 6 months
to apply on purchase. To date, we have received the
following donations: Church of Christ, Sanger, Calif.—
$100.00; Church of Christ, E1 Centro, Calif.—$50.00. If
anything should happen that we could not buy the
building, all donations will be returned to the donors.
Brethren, we need your help.
—Perry Allen, 600 La Paloma Rd.,
Richmond 11, Calif.

TEXAS NEW YEAR MEETING

The annual Texas New Year meeting was held at
Lakeview church of Christ in San Angelo, with much
good singing and many good talks. We commend
these brethren for the manner in which the meeting is
carried on. Several brethren made talks in the morn-
ing concluded by 2 talk by Bro. Broseh. In the after-
noon talks were given by Brethren Wayne McKamie,
Barney Welch, J. T- Broseh, and the writer. The sisters
did a wonderful job serving lunch in the cafeteria
across the street. I preached a week preceeding the
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all day meeting. I enjoyed this spiritual feast. The
brethren announced there will bé another such meeting
next New Year’s day. Note: Texas brethren, let us get
behind this and make it a meeting to remember. Make
plans to attend next year. —Edwin S. Morris.

OKLAHOMA NEW YEAR MEETING

The Oklahoma New Year meeting was held at Wash-
ington, Okla., Dec. 26-Jan. 9, and was enjoyable and
inspiring. It was well attended though weather con-
ditions were adverse. The goad brethren at Washing-
ton are very hospitable and made adequate provisions
for all. During the meeting we had 14 active gospel
preachers present. New Year's eve, we had a wonder-
ful singing after regular church services, and sang the
old year out and the new year in. At midnight we
sang, “Rock of Ages,” and Bro. Lynwood Smith led us
in a fervent prayer of thanksgiving and petitioned the
guidance of God for the coming year. Jan. 2, during
the afternoon, overseers of various congregations, and
preachers made short talks of interest and importance.
The service that night was capably conducted by young
men and preachers and was one of the most enjoyable
and edifying I ever attended. The members of the
Washington congregation did a wonderful job prepar-
ing and serving 2 fine meals in the school cafeteria.
We appreciate the cooperation and assistance of all
who helped make the meeting such a success. Thanks
to God who gives us all good things.

—Billy Jack Ivey.

OUR DEPARTED

Brumfield.—Brother Mack Brumfield was born Now.
15, 1896, and departed this life Nov. 13, 1954, at the age
of 57 years, 11 months, and 28 days. He is survived
by his wife, Sister Orpha Brumfield; a daughter, Mrs.
Willia Elliott of Sacramento; 3 grandsons; 4 brothers,
Corwin of Neb.; Barney of Mo.; George.of Lodi; and
Elmer Renner of Turlock, Calif.; one sister, Mrs. Flos-
sate Plunket of Turlock, Calif.; and a host of friends.
He obeyed the gospel 41 years ago, thus becoming a
member of the church of Christ. The writer conducted
funeral services. —James Winchester.

Pace.—Bonnie Ann Pace, infant daughter of Hurles
and Betty Pace, was born in Pontiac, Mich., Dec. 19, 1954,
and passed away there Jan. 4, 1955, at the age of 16
days. Survivors include her parents, one brother and
sister, and a host of relatives. Services were conducted
by the writer Jan. 7, 1955, at the Rock Hill church build-
ing, near Puxica, Mo, —James R, Stewart,

Tate.—Our heartfelt sympathy is extended to Bro.
Bill Tate and family in the loss of his father, Charles
W. Tate. Funeral services were conducted at Graham
with interment in the Graham, Okla., eemetery.

Oakman.—Quimby L. Oakman, son of Sister Myrile
Nelson (formerly Mpyrtle OQakman), lost his life in a
car accident, Dec. 25, 1954. Funeral services were con-
ducted at Lone Grove, Okla., with interment in Lone
Grove cemetery. Our deepest sympathy is extended
to Sister Nelson. —Tom E. Smith.

BONDS OF MATRIMONY
Hill-Abbott—Jan. 9, 1955, I was honored to officiate
at the wedding of Howard Donnald Hill and Mary
Eileen Abbott in the bride’s home at Dexter, Mo.

Howard's mother and brother are members of the
church of Christ and we hope this fine couple wil
soon become Christians. We wish for them a long
happy life. '
—James R. Stewart.
Tennis-Franklin—Dec. 18, 1954 at 7:30 P. M., Bro,
George Tennis of Stockton, Calif., and Sister Neva Joan
Franklin of near Lodi, Calif,, were united in matrimony
in the church of Christ building at Stockton. A large
crowd of relatives, friends, and well wishers were pres.
ent. We wish for this Christian couple a long useful
life in the service of God, in the home and the com.
munity. The writer was most happy to be their of.
ficiant.
—C. lI. Lee.
Kelier-Hoiliday—Jan. 9, 1955, at the Clintonville,
W. Va, church of Christ, Bro, Nelson Xeffer ang
Arlhena Holliday were united in marriage. May God's
richest blessings abide with them. The writer was
happy to officiate,
—Elgie Thompson.

THE AFRICAN WORK
By Paul O. Nichols

Under the date of December 4th, Brother Severe
writes, “The work still keeps progressing. However few
we are, we keep on enjoying our Christian cooperation.
The devil and his coworkers are trying to undermine
and abolish what we are building. We beg you good
brethren to continually pray for us.”

The brethren in Africa have their problems just
as we do here. In fact, as we learned while we were
there, they have problems sometimes which are differ.
ent from what we have ever experienced in the States.
I do not mean necessarily, that they are bigger, or that
they are harder to cope with, but that they are just
different sometimes. Some of them stem from the false
teaching that has been done by denominational mis-
sionaries. And some of the things that the Africans
have been taught are not even heard of here. Such
missionaries have been working in Africa for decades.
But it is good to know that there are men among the
Africans that will do what they can to keep the work
on an “even keel.”

Our preachers are so happy that we have begun to
take an interest in supporting the work there, and we
are wanting to help them to get along while they art
trying to carry the Gospel to their race. Brother
Severe says in a recent letter, “We thank you for your
kind encouragement for the African work. We are
hereby gladly introducing our faithful preachers whom
we think are of good standing in the church and are
worthy to be supported. We feel it a shame to cause
the church money to be given to any person who makes
a pretense of preaching just for money. It is for this
reasan that we wish to introduce the faithfut preachers.
They are: I&. C. Severe, M. G, Chikomola, Luka Lupiya,
Beneth Severe, J. Mauwa, R. Sipawo, F. H. Lichapa, E.
Muyaya, Sitare Chakhame, Antonio Severe, R
Ngomano.

Brethren, we appreciate the favorable response by
some of the congregations to this work, and I am sure
that the support will be gratefully received by our
brethren in Nyasaland. However, not enough churches
have begun to send to this work to support all of these
preachers the ten or fifteen dollars a month that we
would like to. Some congregations have talked it
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over and have decided that they would like to have a
part in it, but for some reason or another have not yet
begun sending.

Donations:

Church of Christ, Stockton, Calif.

(Dec.-March) ... $40.00

Church of Christ, Loch Cahf

{(Dec. and Jan.} . 20.00
Church of Christ, chhlta Falls Tex

(N. 6th St e 10.00
Church of Christ, Ada, Okla. 15.00
Bre. Bill Burnell, Salona, Pa. ... . 20,00
Brn. Otis Osburn, Glenda]e, Calif. 5.00

Total ... ...$110.00

(Note—Sent- to Bro ng fo. the above cause)

Church (Nacogdoches Rd.)
San Antonio, Texas, by L. M. Crouch....

Don Krider, E. Peoria, 111.

-..$50.00
5.00

MY POSITION ON CARNAL WARFARE

I cannot participate in military service in any form,
directly or indirectly, in combatant or noncombatant
service, because:

1. My duty and obligation to my God is supetior to
all other obligations (Matt. 22:37; Matt. 6:33; Acts
5:29).

2. My God in the Bible forbids that I engage in carnal
warfare in the following references:

“Put up thy sword,” “For all they that take the sword
shall perish with the sword” (Matt. 26:52)—Jesus.

“My Kingdom is not of this world” (Jno. 18:36).

“For the weapans of our warfare are not carnal” (2
Cor, 10:3, 4).

“Love your enemies” (Matt, 5:44);
cheek” (Matt. 5:39).

“Recompense to no man evil for evil” (Rom. 12:17).

3. To enter any military branch or service. comba-
tant or noncombatant, T would be compelled to “swear”
(take an oath), but the Bible forbids that I do so
(“Swear not at all"—Jesus, Matt. 5:34).

4. To enter any military service I would be compelled
to be yoked with unbelievers, which is forbidden—*Be
golt unequally yoled together with swunbelievers” (2 Cor.
:14).

5. To be in any branch of military service in any
way, I would be a part of the organization and would
therefore have fellowship in the service, but such is
prohibited; thus: *“Have no fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them”
(Eph. 5:11).

6. To serve in any way in the military service, I
would be deprived of obeying the command to assem-
ble on Lord’s day to worship God in the Bible way, at
least part of the time, hence would disobey God (Heb.
10:25; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1, 2).

Therefore, I cannot conscientiously engage in carnal
war in any form or branch, and for the above reasons,
[ authorize my name to be listed in support of the
above principles.

—Frank Monroe Baker, Route 2, Camaron, Texas.

“Turn the other

How the average person forms an opinion: To a
small measure of information he adds three jiggers of
imagination and a large quantity of prejudice and
shakes well with emotion.

—Selecte@ by Greta Webb.

David C. Jones, 1139 S, Handley, Wichita, Kan., Jan.
15.—Dec. 15, we were so thankful to hear Bro. Jack
Ivey in our home. Brethren, be with us when you are
passing this way, and remember us in your prayers.

Don Krider, 120 Center, E. Peoria, Ill, Jan. 17.—
Here is $35.00 for the work in Africa. I am glad the
gospel is being preached to people who are more will-
ing to hear possibly, than the people here.

Carl Chambers, Rte. 1, Neosho, Mo., Jan. 17—The
Burkhart church is doing fine with good attendance.
Bro. Orville Smith preaches for us the first Lord's day
of the month and Bro. Oscar Johnson the fourth Lord’s
day.

Elgie S. Thompson, Box 112, Piney View, W. Va,,
Jan. 12.—We were glad to have Bro. Wayne Pearce and
wife from Commodore, Pa., with us at Clintonville, W.
Va., the first Lord’s day in Dec. He gave us a good
lesson. I hope to do more in ’55.

Vol Garrett, 715 W. Grove Ave. Springdale, Ark,
Jan. 17.—We have moved here from Richland, Wash.,
and are now worshipping with the Union Star congre-
gation at West Fork, Ark. Remember us in your
prayers.

Amos Phillips, Rte. 1, Box 526, Hood River, Oreg,,
Jan. 3.—We enjoyed having Bro. Miller preach for us
at Odell about 3 weeks ago. and also attended his
meeting at Yakima.

Milton Evitt, 4009B 36th., Lubbock, Tex., Dec. 23.—
The church here is doing fine and we invite you to be
with us, Bro. King, whenever you can. Here are 2
subs. Note our change of address.

J. H. Roberson, 743 N. 16th, Richmond, Ind., Dec. 22,
—1I preached at Butler, Pa., and enjoyed it much. Nov.
14, I preached in a Church of God building here in
Richmond, to a large crowd, but there were no visible
results. Let us teach the Word.

E. A. Newman, Rte. 2, Box 117B, Yuba City, Calif.,
Dec. 20—The church here seems to be working in
peace and harmony. We have enjoyed a weeks meet-
ing with Bro. E. H. Miller. I preached at Olivehurst
last Lord’s day, baptizing one and 2 were restored.

Burnice Weeks, Kinston, Ala., Jan. 10.—The church
at Lowery is doing fine, working in peace and harmony
for which we are thankful. 1 recently have preached
here at home and at Mt. Pleasant, Fla. May we re-
solve during the new year to learn to do more and say
less. Pray for me, brethren.

Billy Jack Ivey, Box 13, Sentinel, Okla., Jan. 15.—
The New Year meeting at Washington. Okla., (re-
ported elsewhere), was an enjoyable meeting resulting
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in 7 confessions of fault and 2 baptisms. We were
hindered some by bad weather but generally attendance
was good. At present, we are at Delta on the western
siope of Colorado, preparing to do about one and a
half months of work. Remember us in prayer.

J. S. Shelley, Rte. 1, Anna, Tex., Jan. 12—The church
at Melissa is doing fine with increased interest among
the members it seems. Bro. Marvin Fisher from San
Diego will conduct a meeting for us sometime this sum-
mer. Here is-a sub.

Ralph Kitson, Mozier, Ill., Jan. 16.—We are having
very good attendance at worship services, 92 yesterday,
and 89 last Lord’s day, for which we are thankful. We
are glad Bro. and Sister Eastman formerly of Mozier,
have a place to worship in Richmond, Calif.

Dallas Burdette, 303 Broadway, Montgomery, Ala.,
Jan. 13.—The church here is small in number but
mighty in zeal. Jan. 9, I preached at the evening
service at La Grange, Ga. The weather was very cold
but the crowd was large and attentive. Pray for us.

Jimmy Campbell, 931 S. Ford, Los Angeles 22,
Calif., Jan. 14.—We will be unable fo go to Mass. in
July as we had planned, however we still feel congre-
gations should be established in those states, and that
a united effort could establish the Cause there. If you
are interested in working there, supporting such work,
or if you know of Christians living in that area and of
suitable lacations for such work, please contact me as
soon as possible.

Gene Hopkins, 1105 W. 21st, Tulsa, Okla,, Jan. 17—
Bro. H. E. Robertson iwas here doing personal work Dec.
12-19. He had a discussion with the cups brethren at
Claremore, and also discussed strong wine in the com-
munion with the brethren at Sapulpa, Okla. Bro. Bill
Roden preached for us Deec. 26; Bro. Wayne Fussell,
Jan. 2; Bro. Jimmy Shaw, Jan. 9; and Bro. Johnny
Elmore, Jan. 16. We enjoyed having all.

G. W, Anderson, Rte. 3, Box 293, Wichita Falls, Tex.,
Jan. 12.—Both congregations here are growing in num-
ber. B8ince last report, I have taught at Fruitland on
Lord’'s day, and gave the lesson at the midweek service
at Lawrence Rd. I plan to accompany Bro. Carsson to
Jacksboro, Jan. 23, to help in the song services. Bro.
Cook is still doing a splendid job conducting the radio
program. May God bless hls efforts.

Byron Kramer, Salona, Pa., Jan. 14.—Bro. J. D.
Corson is with us at present doing personal work to be
followed by a meeting. Prospects are good, and I be-
lieve if we will Jook for a helping hand at the end of
our own arms it will widen the borders of the Church
and make our own steps more sure and steadfast.
Please note my phone number is; Mill Hall exchange
319J4. Recently, some out of town folks iried to reach
me but were unable to do so in time for worship ser-
vices.

Abe Young, Rte. 2, Box 184, Hallsville, Tex., Jan. 5.—
The Ash Spring church of Christ meets each Lord’s day
at 11:00 A. M. We did not miss a Lord’s day during
the year 1954. We hope to do more for the Lord in 1955.
Bro. Jim Canfield was with us in Dec. He still has

force in preaching the gospel, and is constantly im.
proving. If we can secure a tent we plan to have 3
tent meeting sometime this year. Pray for our success,

Elwin Cutter, Box 300, Wichita Falls, Tex., Jan. 11,
—During Dec,, I preached 4 times at Huntington, W. Va,
The brethren there are deing much for the Lord, and
we commend them. I attended the New Years meet.
ing at St. Albans. There were 11 speakers in all. Brg,
Bennie Cryer js working with this new but zealoug
congregation, They have one of the nicest buildings
in the brotherhood. I have also preached once or more
at the congregation here on Lawrence Rd., and once at
Fruitland, Tex.

Raymond Lindsey, Rte. 1, Washington, Okla., Jan,
10.—The New Year meeting closed here this evening,
with good cooperation, and much interest shown. Good
thoughts were presented at both afternoon and evening
services. We have been benefited much. Bro. Jack
Ivey did some splendid preaching. We learned to love
and appreciate him and his family, Our thanks to all
who helped to make the meeting a success. Pray for
us that we may ever press onward. Here are 2 subs,

Ted Warwick, 811 N. Northwood Ave., Compton,
Callf, Jan. 17—The meeting at Sacramento closed with
five baptisms and a number confessed faults. Dec. 26,
I was at Woodlake speaking at the morning services
and that night I was at Sanger where I heard Bro.
Waters deliver a good sermon. While I have been
home I have helped with the teaching at Siskiyou St.,
L. A., a number of times as well as preaching at Monte-
bello, Jan. 9. The Siskiyou congregation has certainly
been blessed with the young people. I enjoyed hearing
Bro. King while he was in this section of the state.

Wayne DeGough, 135 48th St., Albuquerque, N. M,
Jan. 6.—At present, my family and I are doing persaonal
work with the church here, Siskiyou St. (L.A.), Monte-
bello, and Glendora, Calif.,, congregations are support:
ing me in this work., I am very thankful to all for
their support and encouragement. Since Oct., 195¢, my
home church, Arvin, Calif., has been supporting me
partly in this type of work. Support for the month of
Jan—Siskiyou St. congregation—3$150.00; Montebello—
$150.00; Glendora—$50.00; Arvin (from Oct. 1954 to
Jan. 1955)—S375.00. Please notice our new address.
Pray for us in the work here.

Joe Howard, 1804 Cherokee Lane, Lodi, Calif., Jan.
11.—For the past two weeks I have been doing personal
work at Earlimart. I begin the meeting Jan. 13 to con-
tinue over the following two Lord’s days. They have
but 8 members and need help financially. They have
started a building in which to worship but do not have
the inside finished, nor the outside painted. They owe
about $600.00 on what is already done. I consider them
a worthy cause, and if you can help them send dona-
tions to : Calvin Card, Box 2, Waukena, Calif.

A. B. Caudle, 6932 Hickory Ave., Orangevale, Calif.
Jan. 4.—QOur meeting with Brethren Ted Warwick and
James Winchester closed Dec. 19, with 5 baptisms and
5 restorations. I think our congregation is much
strengthened. Our thanks to visiting congregations
during our meeting, and to Lodi and Stockton for their
financial help, in supporting Brethren Warwick and
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winchester. We expect to have singing and basket lunch
every first Lord's day of the month. We invite 21l to
attend, Pray for us.

Gillis Prince, RFD, Wedowee, Ala., Dec. 17~—The
church here seems to be growing in faith and works
as well as number. We are glad to have Bro. J. T.
Turner and wife move into our community. Bro. Kirbo
held us a fine meeting in Nov. He surely draws a line
on worldliness and I pray we may have more preachers
who will point out the evils of our day. Bro. Carlos
Stmith was with us one week end giving us 3 good les-
sons. He still knows how to use the sword of the Spirit.
Bro. H. E. Robertson came by and preached a fine
sermon for us. We welcome all preachers who will
ery aloud and spare not. God bless the faithful.

L. H. Gragg, 2025 Pomona, Costa Mesa, Calif,, Jan.
3—The work in Cypress is progressing with 6 baptized
since last report. Dec. 25, 1 had the pleasure of hcaring
Bro. Homer L. King deliver a good sermon at Siskiyou
St. Dec. 19, Bro. Chester King preached for us morning
and evening which we enjoyed. Jan. 2, Bro. Nelson
Nichols preached for us, which was an inspiration to
all. Bro. Jim Smith of Azusa has helped much with the
worlt here and we appreciate it. We think our building
will be ready for use by the first of Feb. Pray for us,
and remember you will find a welcome here.

Orville Lee Smith, 4208 Wall, Joplin, Ma., Jan. 10—
Since reporting, I have held meetings at Legal, Okla.,
Waterloo, Ia., Grinnell, Ia.,, El Centro, and Lynwood,
Calif. I also labored with Bro. Heimer in a mission
meeting at Knobby, Mo. During these efforts we have
seert the church grow in number, zeal, and knowledge.
1 am now in a mission meeting in Pine, Okla. I am
happy to see 50 much mission work being done. I am
now a member of the Burkhart congregation, having
placed membership there about two weeks ago.

Tom Smith, 302 Phillips St., Healdton, Okla., Jan.
13—The work in Okla. has gotten off to a good start
for '55. The meeting New Year at Washington was a
grand success. The brethren there assisted by Bro. Jack
Ivey did a good job arranging for the occasion. The
hospitality was excellent, and the cooperation from
other congregations was tops. The speakers gave edi-
fying as well as instructive talks. Washington not only
showed their hospitality but furnished their share of
the speakers. It is a foretaste of heaven to attend such
meetings.

Paul Walker, Rte. 2, Summertown, Tenn., Jan. 15.—
I have been enjoying the work with my home congre-
gation, Chapel Grove. Dec. 26, I baptized 2 boys and
we look forward to having them take an active part in
the services in the_future. During Bro. Water's stay in
Calif., I spoke over the radio, WDXE in Lawrenceburg,
during our weekly broadcast. We enjoyed hearing a
very good lesson from Bro. James Orten at Chapel
Grove, recently. He is a wonderful preacher. Bro. Waters
Is recovering from his operation nicely. Pray for us.

Mitchell E. Mize, 801 Jackson, Texarkana, Ark,
Jan. 17.—Feb. 21-2¢, Bro, E. H. Miller of La Grange, Ga.,
ind Bro. Lester Hathaway of Mobetie, Tex., will have
2 discussion on the number of cups to be used in the
communion, and the breaking of the bread. We will

meet at 7:30 each evening. It will be held in the build-
ing of the cups brethren known as the Prince S5St.
church of Christ, Iocated on College Hill, corner of
Dudley Ave, and Prince St. We invite you to attend and
we pray the good people of Texarkana will be shown
the Truth.

C. Nelson Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood 38,
Calif., Jan. 1.—Since my last report, I have preached
at the following places: Greenville, S. C., Eola, Texas,
Siskiyou St. in L.A., Montebello, Glendora, and Vista,
Calif. We taught singing ten nights and conducted a
meeting at Kenniwick, Wash. That meeting resulted
in one baptism and six restorations. We are happy to
be in scouthern California again. Qur work is planned
so that I might labor with the small congregations in
this area while I go back to school for more college.

Fred A. Renier, 1801 Rosedale Dr., Kansas City, Kan.,
Dec. 18—The church at 10th and Ray continues to grow
and we are considering either enlarging our present
building or establishing another congregation in Kan-
sas City on the Mo. side. Bro. Billy Jack Ivey just com-
pleted two weeks singing school, talking the lesson
on both Lord's days, and we commend him to you. He
ranks among the best of the young preachers it has
been our privilege to hear. I would like to extend our
appreciation for the OPA., It grows better each month.
I enjoy especially the articles by J. Ervin Waters and
agree heartily with his article last month on Evange-
lism. Please note my new address.

Jim A. Canfield, (colored), Star Rte., Box 78, Marion,
La., Jan. 3.—Dec. 26, also yesterday, Bro. Gatson from
Chicago, was with us and gave a good lesson. We had
a large crowd out to hear him. Brethren, you remem-
ber Bro. Gatson was converted from djgression when
I went to W. Memphis last March. I have continued
in the field since last July, preaching to my race, and
hope to be able to continue with the support of the
brethren. A good white brother sent me the address of
a colored brother at Greenville, Tex., who wants to
know the truth concerning cups and S. S. and says the
church there wants to know the difference bhetween
us. I plan to go there and teach them the Bible way.

Gayland 1. Osburn, 3032% Carmel St., Los Angeles
65, Calif., Jan. 12—For the past month I have been
working with the church at Saginaw, Oreg., encourag-
ing the development of teaching and leadership ability.
and for the last three Wednesday nights, I have taught
rudiments of music in the home of a brother. Dec.
5, there was one confession of faults. I have helped
with the teaching every Sunday, morning and night.
Preached on nights of Dec. 19 and Jan. 9. Donations
for Worlk in this Part: Dec. 18 - Jan. 11, I received the
following donations: Church, Saginaw, Oreg.—350.00;
Churech, Yuba City, Calif.—$60.00; Church, Lodi, Calif.—
$100.00. We are thankful for these blessings.

Leonard Hendricksan, Rte. 1, Box 209, Tulsa, Okla.,
Jan. 13.—The church here is growing, we had 85 yes-
terday to hear young Bro. Jimmy Shaw deliver a won-
derful sermon. Our contributions have doubled and
many of the brethren have willingly worked nights in
improving the building. Personal work through the
week plus good preaching over the week-end by many
of our OKla. and Mo. preachers has paid off. Pros-
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pects are everywhere in this city, people can be ap-
proached with the gospel and we expect to have many
added to us shortly. We are starting a mission meet-
ing at Locust Grove next Lord’s day with Bro. H. E.
Robertson. We have a few members there who were
recently won over in a discussion and one or two who
have been with us for years. This part of Okla. is ripe
for the work.

James R. Stewart, Rte. 1, Bernie, Mo., Jan. 10.—The
work at Powe, Mo., is moving along nicely, althaugh
we have been hindered by bad weather and sickness.
I have been doing personal work and interest has in.
creased among the people here. Lord’s day evening
fully half of our audience were outsiders. All the mem-
bers are babes in Christ, but singing and teaching has
improved and we hope they will be able soon to at-
tend to the work here without the aid of a preacher
full time. This work is sponsored by the church at
Pontiae, Mich., which we appreciate, and commend
them for their spirit of mission work. I pray other
congregations will follow their example. Continue to
address me at the above address.

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., Jan, 12.—
Mar. 16-27, we look forward to a good meeting here
with Bro. Morris from Waco. Jan. 5-7, I was at Panama
City, Fla. A cups and 8. S. preacher attended one night
and asked me to meet him the next day to sign propo-
sitions for a discussion. I met his request but he re-
fused to sign.the propositions. The church at Panama
City is doing fine. Since my first meeting there 2
years ago under a tent, they have a nice building
paid for and several have been added to them irom
digression. I enjoyed preaching for the brethren in
Kansas City one night. They are growing rapidly.
Brethren Johnny Elmore and Leon Fancher held a
mission meeting in Texarkana, Ark. sometime back,
and the cups brethren there have asked for a dis-
cussion. Bro. Lester Hathaway sent signed proposi-
tions to me and the discussion is set for Feb. 21-24.

Edwin S. Morris, 3021 McFerrin, Waco, Tex., Jan.
15.—Dec. 26-Jan. 1, I was in a very enjoyable meeting
at San Angelo which closed with the all day mesting
New Years day. We were glad to have Bro, Ervin
Waters with us one night. The congregation here in
Waco, 1415 Circle Rd., continues to move along, with
many new members taking part in the singing and
teaching. Some had not had this opportunity before
and are showing much ability. We have more love
and cooperation among the brethren here than we
have ever had. Our development program is moving
along nicely. We have planned our work for this year
and hope to do much good. March 3-13, I am to be
with the church at Lawrence Rd., Wichita Falls, Tex.,
and at La Grange, Ga., March 16-27. Pray for us.

Bennie T. Cryer, 755 Orange Ave. Fresno, Calif,,
Jan. 14—The work in the St. Albans, W. Va. area is
still progressing. I have been with the church here
since the middle of November and I have never seen
a more willing group of people. Their sacrifices for
the church will reap them many rewards. The St.
Albans’ church sponsored a New Years day meeting
in which a number of congregations participated. The
Huntington congregation chartered a bus to bring the

Christians from there to the meeting. The fellowship
and goodwill that was manifested was enjoyed by 2],
We plan to begin a series of gospel meetings January
30, at the St. Albans' church. We desire the prayers of
the faithful as we perform the work of the Lord.

D. B. McCord, 223 W. Lime, Monrovia, Calif,, Jan,
17~During the fast month, we have been fortunate in
having preaching brethren Homer King, Billy Orten,
Charles Everett, Nelson, Nichols preach for us at Glen.
dora; we, too, enjoyed their visits in our home. From
now on, I hope to be able to keep my appointments at
a distance from home, which 1 was not able to do for
about the past month; in the early evening of Dec. 25th,
the Lord blessed us with a daughter, Jenny Lu, our
third child; for her we are so thankful. We sincerely
hope that after her having lived a long and happy life
she can be presented back to Him as pure and innocent
as she was when presented to us. God give to us, who
are now in the business of rearing children, the pa.
tience and wisdom to train them in the way they
should go. The current issue of the paper was edifying;
we consider it a blessing in our home. God bless the
faithful,

Barney D. Welch, 1208 Larkwood Dr., Austin, Tex,
Jan. 17.—We closed the meeting in San Antonio, Nacog-
doches Rd., Dec. 19. I believe the congregation will grow
rapidly. I go there this coming week end for preach.
ing. I was happy to find a man with such a wonder.
ful spirit and desire to make right his wrongs as was
Bro. Raliegh Perkins, who once held to the position of
non-combatant in the armed services. He had made a
public confession at his home congregation and while
1 was there, he wrote a letter to the Gulf St. congrega-
tion asking their forgiveness for holding such false
doctrine and for the spirit he had manifested in years
past. How much more does our Heavenly Father love
the spirit of His child who is humble and knows he
makes mistakes, than the man who is always right (in
his own estimation)! I enjoyed the all-day meeting
Jan. 1, at San Angelo. I preached there that night and
the next morning. The work is progressing nicely in
this area. While 4 preachers were away from 52nd
St., assisting other congregations Lord’s day, T preached
to a full house. This was my first time to worship
here in about 12 weeks.

James Orten, Rte. 2, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., Dec. 14
—The meeting at Odessa, Tex., closed Oct. 24, with
3 baptisms. We appreciated the good help of Bro.
Merl Van Stavern and others. They deserve much
credit as do the brethren from Midland who faith-
fully atfended and gave valuable assistance. Nov. 5-
14, 1 was at Jamesville, Mo. Good crowds gathered
at this little country church, and we appreciated
brethren coming from Springfield, Clio, and Mountain
Home. Preaching brethren Jimmy and Tommy Shaw
were present ane and 3 nights respectively, and we were
glad to have them. At present, I am at home in Law-
renceburg, where Frank St., my home congregation,
has just closed a weeks meeting with Bro. Lynwood
Smith. It was like a *‘shot-in-the-arm” to all of us, and
we were thrilled to see many brethren from Chapel
Grove in attendance almost every night. Chapel Grove
brethren invited me to preach for them Dec. 14, which
1 did, on Lord’s day morning to a large crowd, This
congregation is my old home and I love the peaple
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there. (Note—We are sorry this report reached us too
late for the Jan. issue—Ed.).

J. Ervin Waters, Vanderbilt Hospital, Nashville,
Tenn., Jan. 14—I am convalescing here from a double
operation performed Jan. 11. The Lord has been good
to me and I am better every day. The solicitude of
such a host of brethren and friends who have written,
sent greetings, and visited leaves me humble. I know
1 do not deserve it. These physical afflictions make us
groan in this tabernacle as we anticipatingly await the
redemption of the body. I closed at Sanger, Calif,
pec. 26, and preached at. Odessa and Temple, Tex.,
enroute home. Also heard Bro. Edwin Morris at San
Angelo. T preached several times at Chapel Grove. I
am scheduled fo be at Butler Ave., in Fresno, Calif.,
Feb. 18-Mar. 3, and at Woodlake, Mar, 4.-13. (Note—
Under date Jan. 16, Bro. Ervin writes that the doctors had
released him from the hospital though he would not
be able to do much for awhile. Our prayers are for
his complete recoveryv—HLK).

Wayne Fussell, Box 941, Wilson, Okla., Jan. 14.—
It was an honor bestowed on me to hold a very enjoy-
able meeting for the Lee Summit, Missouri, congrega-
tion. Some of the crowds were the largest I have
preached for since the Sulphur meeting. The singing
was splendid. I attended about six nights of the New
Year meeting at Washington, Okla., with Jack Ivey
doing some fine, unsparing preaching. At present, I
am in Weleetka, OKla., under the sponsorship of the
Ada congregation. Let me commend Ada to the broth-
erhood as a working church. There is no church of
Christ in Weleetka; although, several attempts have
been made by the SS brethren. Prospects are few now,
but we intend to hold a meeting if a building can he
obtained. We urge you again io send us the names of
friends or relatives in or near Weleetka who would
be interested in the Church., Your prayers are needed
even more than ever.

James D. Corson, Mahaffey, Pa., Jan. 4.—1954 was
one of my busiest years in the Lord's work. Sept. 12-
Oct. 10, I was at Roanoke, Va., doing personal work
and conducting a meeting which resulted in one bap-
tism and one confession of faults. The interest, co-
operation, and hospitality was wonderful. Oct. 17-31,
[ was in a mission effort at Homer City, Pa., where 2
confessed faults. They have about 10 members meet-
ing each Lord's day in a building owned by the Sons
of Italy. Love Joy is striving to help them. Nov. 7.-21,
I preached at Sweetwater, Mo., then at Fieldstone, con-
tinuing over Nov. 30. Interest and attendance were
good, one confessed faults at Sweetwater. Dec, 1-10, I
preached at Drury, and appreciated their hospitality.
En route home I enjoyed a visit with the Shaw family
at Springfield, Mo., preaching there on Lord's day.
Dec. 19, I preached at Love Joy, where I began a meet-
ing Dec. 26, to continue over 2 weeks. There has been
no visible results so far, but loving cooperation reigns
as ever before. Thus closing the year with much to be
thankful for, I hope to do more for my Lord in the
coming year.

Billy Orten, Route 2, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., Jan. 12,
—The meeting at Arvin, Calif, resulted in three bap-
tisms and one restoration. I preached once at Glen-
dora, Calif., Dec. 21. It was good to see Brother Don

McCord and other preaching brethren there. Dec. 26,
I was at Oklahoma City. Brother Eddie Nichols preached
at the morning service and I at the evening. 1 attended
three nights of the New Year meeting at Washington,-
QOkla., which was conducted by Bro. Billy Jack Ivey.
Jan. 1st and 2nd, I preached at Porterville, Calif, to
nice crowds. It was good to see many wonderiul breth-
ren and sisters again with whom I labored in the Lord’s
work three or four years ago. It was my privilege to
hear Brother Tommy Shaw twice in his meeting at
Stockton, Calif. Brother Dennis May and I are at Ukiah,
Calif., now. This is a young congregation. Many of the
members are new converts, but they have zeal and they
are growing. I am enjoying the meeting here. Brother
A. J. Mason has been with this congregation quite a
lot and has done a wonderful work here.

Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave. Hollywood 38,
Calif., Jan. 15.—The meeting at Fresno, Calif., (Orange
Ave.) ciosed Dec. 19. It was pleasant and enjoyable to
work with these brethren again. During the meeting
some of the brethren decided they wanted to do some-
thing toward the support of the Gospel in some des-
titute field, which certainly is a step in the right di-
rection. Our next work was with the church at Yuba
City, Dec. 28-Jan. 9. We had some excellent crowds,
and the interest among some of the members was
good. This is a zealous congregation, and one of the
best in the brotherhood. There were eleven confessions.
We attended two nights of Tommy Shaw's meeting
at Stockton. We heard some good preaching. At the
present time we are in a meeting with the congrega-
tion at Aromas. They have a nice new building, which
is a monument to their faith. We are hoping to have a
good meeting. I forgot to mention that recently I
preached at Lynwood one service with a nice crowd
in attendance. This ‘was my first opportunity to meet
with them since they moved from Compton. They have
a nice meeting place, t00. Our next work is at Natjonal
City, Jan. 24-Feb. 6. After that we come back to Sa-
linas, the Lord willing, Feb. 13-27. Brethren, lets do
more for the Cause this year than we did last year.
"“The night cometh when no man can work."”

Clovis T. Cook, 1611 Bluff St. Wichita Falls, Tex.,
Jan. 13.—The work here moves on with crowds good
at both places, especially on Lord's day. The crowds
and contributions at N. 6th. and Broadway, are al-
most back to what they were before the new congre-
gation was started. The congregation at 2900 Lawrence
Rd., has good crowds, in fact we have two fine con-
gregations in this city, and the brethren here con-
tinue to surprise me as to how much they are willing
and able to do. They contribute to mission work other
than the work being done here. They support a weekly
radio program, and have sent help time and again to
the needy in other places. In the face of a full pro-
gram last year which called for heavy financial ob-
ligations, they used every preacher and supported any
who desired to come here unless they had made other
plans which would not permit it. The brethren here
have done more the past year than any group of peo-
ple that I have ever worked with. It has been one of
the most enjoyable and profitable works of my life.
Thanks to all who have written to us about our radio
program, and for the nice things you have said about
it. We will try to make it even better from time to
tirne. Thanks to all who bought our record. We should
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have a better one ready for sale and mailing by
March 1st.:

Homer A. Gay, 262 N. Jackson, Lebanon, Mo,, Jan.
14.—1 have just received and read the January Ist.
issue of the Qld Paths Advocate, and it is a real good
issue. 1 appreciate the good work all of the preachers
are doing, and the greater Interest beinz shown by
the congregations in “sounding out” the word, in
getting smaller congregations built up so they can
stand alone. The work here in Dallas, Denley Drive,
where I am now working, is doing nicely. We seem to
have one hundred percent cooperation, and that means
it all in building up the church. One has been baptized
and one restored since ! came here. Our crowds and
the interest are both picking up. Brother Roy Hutch-
ings, who came to us from the cups when I was here
last year, is proving himself to be true blue. He and
his good family are appreciated by the church here, and
he sacrifices much to be of help to the smaller con-
gregations aroaund. There are over fifty children at-
tending this congregation, and as they become old
enough they obey the gospel, which makes us think
of soon having to build another congregation here.
And brethren, let us not just start congregations,—let
us establish them before we leave them to the “wolves
in sheep clothing.” New ones are finding us all along
and we appreciate all of them. All have a hearty
welcome at the Denley Drive church in Dallas. With
all of the preaching brethren and the congregations
working together, we can add another one hundred
faithful congregations to our number in 1955, Traveling,
alone, will not do it; it takes getting down to business
—like & number of our preaching brethren are doing,
and teaching “night and day, publicly and from house
to house” (Acts 20.). Love to all God’s faithful ones.

Homer L. King, Box 333, Modesto, Calif., Jan. 20.—
Since reporting, I have preached at Stockton, Modesto,
Ceres, Arvin, Siskiyou St. (L.A.), Norco, Glendora, and
Fresno (QOrange Ave.). Our trip into the southern part
.of the state was a very delightful, and we trust, a
profitable effort. Here, we met so many of our brethren,
whom we have known for many years, and it was good
to be with them. At Glendora, we stayed in the home
of Bro. Don McCord, which we enjoyed. The short
series of meeting there was well attended, and two
were baptized and one restored. Don did the baptizing.
We spent one night each in the homes of Billy Modgling,
D. E. Stone, Jack Stalcup, and one day in the Floyd
Morrow home. All treated us royally (“Fit for the
Kings'). En route to the above places, we visited in
the homes of Loma Heffley and Allen Johnson in the
Arvin community, and on the way back, we spent a
night each in the homes of Omar Gadberry and Shelby
Buchanon. To say that we enjoyed it all is putting
it mildly. On Sunday afternoon at Fresno, we at-
tended a good singing at the Butler Ave. church, where
Bro. Jim Russell and many others we know meet for
worship. On this trip we were happy to see again our
preaching brethren, Paul and Nelson Nichols, Ted War-
wick, Don McCord, Chas. Everett, Abe Smith, Jim Rus-
sell, Ernie Lewis, and possibly others we can not re-
call just now. I am now in a good meeting in Modesto,
having begun Jan. 12, and we are to continue through
next Sunday (23rd.}), possibly longer. The churches,
Waterford, Stockton, Manteeca, Merced, and Ceres, are

cooperating very mnicely. Preaching: brethren in ai.
tendance one or more services are Billy Orten, Tommy
Shaw, T. ¥, Thomasson, John Reynolds, and James
Winchester. Bro. Thomasson has attended every night
so far. We are sorry to learn that Bro. C. H. Lee, ay
old neighbor, is in a serious illness in the hospitaj-
not expected to recover. We are glad Bro. John Rey.
nolds continues to improve in health. Just in case yoy
need to phone me, my number is 3-1161, Modesto. My
love and best wishes to all.

WORD STUDIES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT—
(Continued from page 3)

(W. E. Vine’s Expository (Dictionary, Vol. 4, P. 204),
“in the spiritual sense, said of the rudiments of the
Jewish religion, in their inability to justify anyone,
Gal, 4:9" (Ibid). BEGGARLY is from “PTOCHOS,” “as an
adjective, ‘beggarly’ in Gal. 4:9, i.e,, poverty-stricken,
powerless to enrich, metaphorically descriptive of the
religion of the Jews” (Ibid, Vol. 1, P. 103), ELEMENTS
is from “STOICHEION,” ‘“the rudimentary of relizion,
Jewish or Gentile, also described as ‘the rudiments of
the world,” (Col. 2:20), and as ‘weak and beggarly cle.
ments,’ Gal. 4:3, 9.” (Ibid, Vol. 2, P. 22-23).

“Weak, because they have no spiritual power to
strengthen us; beggarly, because they have no rich
promises like the gospel; elements, because they belong
to a rudimentary condition, to an undeveloped state,
to the childhood of the race” (B. W. Johnson in People's
New Testament, Vol. 2, P. 176).

—Route one, Lawrenceburg, Tenn.

SHALL WE PLEASE MAN OR GOD?

“But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust
with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men,
but God, which trieth our hearts” (1 Thess. 2:4). “For
do I now persuade men or Ged? or do I seek to please
men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the sor-
vant of Christ" (Gal. 2:20). There are many Scriptures
teaching us to strive to please God and not men. Do
we try to please God in the things we teach? What
about the ecommunion service? “Jesus took the cup”
(Matt. 26:27); “And He took the cup” (Mk. 14:23; “He
took the cup” (Lk. 22:17); also in Paul's letter to the
Corinthian brethren the word cup is used and never
cups. Certainly that was the way the comrnunion was
observed in the early church, and we have no record
of God speaking displeasure in this procedure. The
sectarian churches were first displeased with the one
cup in the communion, and next, the church which
claims to speak where the Bible speaks and be silent
where it is silent, adopted the ‘individual cups,’ over
the protest of loyal brethren. Did they adopt cups to
please God or man? I think you know the answen
Since we have no record that God was displeased with
the cup, or thought it was unsanitary, we conclude
that He was pleased by the example set by His Son.

—IJ. H. McClelland, 118 Boles, Fayetteviile, Ark

Not what you get, but what you give, Not what you
say, but how you live, Giving the world the love il
needs, Living a life of noble deeds. Not whence you
came, but whither bound, Not what you have, but
whether found Strong for the right—the good—the true
These are the things worthwhile to you:

—Selected by Greta Webb.
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SPECIAL ISSUE — FIRST PRINCIPLES

“TQ0 WHOM SHALL WE GO?”
‘By Homer L. King

“Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom
shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life” (Jno.
6:68). .

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be
ready always to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with
meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15). To whom shall we
go to get this answer of the reason of the hope we have?

It is our purpose in this special issue of the Old
Paths Advocate to give full and complete answers to
the above questions. This matter has to do with eter-
nity; it has to do with the salvation of the soul., hence
we cannot afford to take chances, lest the blood of our
fellowmen be upon our heads. Please, carefully read
every article in this issue of this paper. Take your
Bible and read every citation of Scripture given by the
various writers. Search the Scriptures whether these
things are so. Jesus said to the Jews who believed on
him, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free” (Jno. 8:32). But, “to whom shall we
go?”

The Answer To This Question

We cannot go to self and elicit from the labyrinth
of our own conscience or feelings the answer 1o this
all important question, for “It is not in man that walk-
cth to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23), and, “There is a
way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end there-
of are the ways of death” (Prov. 14:12). Do mnot risk
it, neighbor! Nor, can we go to the educated in the
wisdom of the world; “For after that in the wisdom
of God, the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them who
believe” (1 Cor. 1:21).

Now, if we could go directly to God, Christ, The
Holy Spirit, or angels, and have them speak down
through the rifted heavens, it would satisfy every sin-
cere soul, but we cannot do that, since they are not so
speaking in this age. If we could go directly to the
prophets and apostles and receive a direct answer from
them, it would suffice; but their bodies have been dust
for ages, and their spirits have long since passed into

(Continued on page 11}

CAN A SINNER DO ANYTHING TO BE SAVED?
By T. F. Thomasson

The creeds of men give rise to many false doctrines,
the absurd positions lead to confusion and contradic-
tion. Eph. 2:8 is relied upon to iry to prove the sinner
can do nothing; it is said works are no good.

Paul said, “For by grace are ye saved through faith,
and that not.of yourselves. It is the gift of God, not
of works lest any man should boast.”

I certainly believe we are saved by grace but, what
Is grace? It is 'God's favor, it is God's wonderful gift
to the human race. "“God so loved the world that he
gave ‘his only begotten son that whosoever believeth

in him might not perish but have everlasting life”

(IJno. 3:16). Jesus is the very embodiment of God's
grace and all that He taught and every command that
He gave is God's grace. The great plan of redemption
inaugurated by Him, is God's grace.

Paul said, “I marvel that you are so soon removed
from Him that called you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel, which is not another, but, there be
some that would pervert the gospel of Christ” (Gal
1:6, 7). So, Paul says the grace of Christ and the gos-
pel of Christ are the same. If I should fell you 1 met
William and another Negro, you would know at once
that William was a Negro. So, when Paul said the
Galatians were moved from the grace of Christ unto
another gospel, we know that the gospel is God's grace,
by which we are saved and not by the works of the
law of Moses or any works that we could invent.

When we preach Jesus in all His appointments, that
is God's grace. If we teach the sinner that he cannot
do anything to be saved, we contradict the word of God.
Paul said Jesus was the author of eternal salvation to
all them that obey Him (Heb. 5:9). Again he said,
“Know ye not that to whormn ye yield yourselves ser-
vants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto right-
eousness. But God be thanked ye were the servants of
sin but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doec-
trine, which was delivered you, being then made free
from sin ye became the servants of righteousness"
(Rom. 6:16, 17).

These persons were in bondage of sin until they did
something, then became free. We can see from this
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that obedience is necessary, but the Bible, from Genesis
to Revelation, teaches: Do and live; do not and die.
“But, if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he
hath commited and keep all my statutes and do that
which is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall
not die” (Ezekiel 18:21; 33:15). Read: Isa. 55:7; Matt.
7:21, 24-26; Matt. 12:46-50; Rom. 2:13, Saul of Tarsus
was “chief of sinners” when he was persecuting the
church and wasting it (I Tim. 1:15). As he was on his
way to Damascus to persecute Christians, about noon-
day a bright light shone upon him and he fell to-the
ground and said, “Who art thou, Lord?” Jesus an-
swered, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest,” and to
Saul’s “What wilt.thou have me to do?” Jesus said,
“Go into the city and it will be told thee what thou
raust de.” Now, Jesus did not appear to Saul to con-
vert him or to save him, but 10 make him a “minister
and a witness” (Acts 9:15; 22:14,15). The Lord sent
a certain disciple, named Ananias, to iell Saul what
to do. When he came in to where Saul was, Saul was
praying and had been praying for three days and
nights without foed or drink. Did Ananias tell Saul
just to keep on praying? No, he did not. He told him
what he must do and that was to “arise and be bap-
tized and wash away thy sins calling on the name of
the Lord” (Acts 22:16). Read entire 9th and 22nd chap-
ters of Acts. Now, this same Saul who was subse-
quently the Apostle Paul, told the Ephesians they were
saved by grace, the gospel and grace being the same.

When one obeys the gospel he is not doing the works
of the law of Moses or the works of any man, but is
submitting to the divine grace of God by which we are
saved. “Oh,” but, one says, ‘“You cannot do that, be-
cause the sinner is dead,” and he will quote Eph. 2:1,
which says, “You hath he guickened who were dead
in tresspasses and sin, and you are born that way,
hence, must have a direct operation of the Holy Spirit
to guicken you,” not considering that death is a sepa-
ration (Gal. 2:19; Col. 3:3). “She that liveth in pleasure
is dead while she liveth” (I Tim. 5:6}. Paul said, “How
shall we that are dead to (or separated from) sin live
any longer therein?” (Rom. 6:2). (Read verses 3 and
4). The Ephesians were separated from God and all
that was pure and good until they were quickened,
They were quickened by God’s quickening power which
is.His word, and not by a direct operation of the Holy
Spirit, as many claim. David said, “This is my com-
fort, thy word hath quickened me,” (Psa. 119:50)." Paul
said the “word of God is quick and powerful, sharper
than a two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing
assunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and mar-
row, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart” (Heb. 4:12). Peter preached the first gospel
sermon to a crowd of Sinners on the day of Pentecost,
and when they heard Peter preach “they were pricked
in- their hearts and cried out, Men and brethren, what
shall we do?” (to be Saved, of course). The Holy Spirit
operated, not directly, but, through words spoken by
Peter and the Holy Spirit said, in words through Peter,
“Repent and be baptized, everyane of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Then
he said, “Save yourselves from this untoward genera-
tion.”

Sinner, if you want to be saved, DO what Ged said
to DO! Jesus says, “He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved” (Mark 16:15, 16).

“FAITH”
By James W. Russell

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen” (Heb. 11:;1). *“But without
faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh
to God must believe that He is, and that He is a re.
warder of them that diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6),
“So thcn faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). “Whatsoever is not of
faith is sin.” (Rom. 14:23). From the foregoing secrip-
tures from the Bible we may obtain a general idea of
saving faith. It is an intelligent understanding and
helief in the word of God, in its entirety. It will cause
caution, fear, trembling, and awe, but it will give con-
fidence, comfort, consolation and assurance. It is not
simply a confidence in God with no foundation, but it
is a working assurance in what is revealed in the word,
the Bible,

Everyone does not have the same amount of faith.
The disciples asked the Lord to increase their faith
(Luke 17:3), and we learn from the New Testament
epistles that faith is a matter of growth., From the
book of James we may glean mucth on the subject. .
Chapter 2, verse 4, "What doth it profit, my brethren,
though a man say he hath faith, and have not works,
can faith save him?” (2:17); “Even so faith, if it hath
not works, is dead, being alone.” (2:20); “But wilt thou
know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead.”
(2:26); “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so
faith without works is dead also.” (2:18); ““Yea, a man
may say, thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me
thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my
faith by my works.” (2:22}; “Seest thou how f{faith
wrought with his works, and by works was faith made
perfect.” (2:24); “Ye see then how that by works a man
is justified, and@ not by faith only.” These writings
from James show that faith in God is not merely «
state of mind, but that it is 2 manifestation of deing
what God has ordered. One may have a mental con-
ception of God and the whole Bible story all his adult
life and be no closer to the promises, present or future.
Theory is necessary, but without practice it is of no
profit.

Without the doing, or acts, of faith it would be im-
possible to understand it at all. It is as impractical
to think of understanding faith without the doing of
it as it is to try to describe the color red to a blind
man,

This being true, how does one obtain it? Rom. 10:17
shows that it comes from hearing the word of God (The
Bible). The beginning of faith is a state of mind in-
duced and created by repeated affirmation of WHAT
THE BIBLE SAYS. That is faith in the TRUTH. One
might just as easily create a faith in a lie by repeated
affirmation of a lie, hence it behooves everyone of God's
creation to be sure that he is hearing the affirmation of
the TRUTH. Repeated affirmation of the great truths
of the Bible will convince the conscious and the sub-
conscious mind and will change the reason and de-
sire into a physical counterpart. Faith in God and
His majesty will never come as it should by merely
reading or listening to instructions. Receiving instruc-
tion in truth is merely the starting point of faith. Works
OF fajth will achieve the increase in faith like that
which the disciples asked. Bible faith is, without ques-
tion, the most powerful weapon at man’s disposal.
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Fajth has the power to purify the heart (Acts 15:9). It
has the power to set aside (sanctify) fram the power
of Satan to godliness (Acts 26:18). Faith, when con-
neeted with obedience, gives proof of genuine. trust,
saving faith. Works without faith would certainly be
in vain as we learn from James 1:5, 7. Just how much
of the Lord’s blessings we are missing because of a
weak faith, we can never know, until we put our trust
in Him and WHAT HE HAS SAID TO US.

A spark is known to be the beginning of extremely
large fires. A spark of faith, if allowed to grow, un-
hindered by mental and physical laziness, but gener-
ated by an inquiring mind and a thrifty hand, will
grow into a working child of God like the disciples of
the first century of the religlon of Christ. It is a result
of ann UNDERSTANDING from the evidence submitted;
a CHANGE OF WILL leading to a change of heart,
a CHANGE OF FEELING and a SENSE OF CONVIC-
TION caused by the new understanding. There will be
a change of CONDUCT growing out of the change of
will, All of which consequences of WORKING FAITH.

In Paul's second letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 7,
verses 7, 11, we have an incident in which the Apostle,
guided by the Holy Spirit submits evidence to a people,
which they gain by an understanding of what is writ-
ten . .. the understanding is mental, but that was
merely the beginning of faith.. ... note what happen-
ed. In the eleventh verse we note an active, change.
“For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after
a godly sort, WHAT CAREFULNESS IT WROUGHT IN
YOU, YEA, WHAT CLEARING OF YOURSELVES, YEA,
WHAT INDIGNATION, YEA, WHAT FEAR, YEA, WHAT
VEHEMENT DESIRE, YEA, WHAT ZEAL, YEA, WHAT
REVENGE.” This surely indicates that faith or under-
standing gained from the Bible will cause a change in
us that will be manifested physically, or in active abe-
dience.

All thoughts, based on Bible evidence, which have
been emotionalized (given feeling) begin immediately
to translate themselves into their physical counterpart
... that is why the truly faithful child of God has so
much vitality, life, and action directed toward heavenly
things.

There is the mistaken idea that the mental part of
faith is the climax of serving God and being saved.
An affirmative answer to the question: “Do you have
faith?” is accepted by many as evidence that one is a
child of God, The Bible does not so teach. An intelli-
gent understanding of the teaching of the Bible is the
beginning of saving faith. This intelligent wunder-
standing shows us that there are 2 number of things
necessary to becoming a child of God. Faith in what
God has said to us, through His Son, shows that bap-
tism, preceded by repentance are other necessary re-
quirements to becoming a child of God. How then can
one say that he has faith and refuse the teaching on
baptism? The same kind of evidence is submitted
for the whole as well as for the part (faith).

Faith is essential to salvation; faith will cause the
sinner to change his way and serve God; it will cause
him to make the necessary steps to becoming a Christ-
ian; it will help the newborn child of God to grow in
spite of obstacles. It will sustain us in time of weak-
ness and temptation. Faith saves when manifested by
works of godliness. It is the activator of prayer.

May the Lord help us that His children may have
their faith so increased as to be of more faithful ser-

vice and that the sinner may be so informed that he
will gain understanding to the extent of obeying the
gospel.

Have faith in God . and do the works of faith be-
cause faith without works is dead, being alone.

REPENTANCE

By Clovis T. Cook
Writing upon some themes is optional with the writ-
er. He may or may not discuss-them as circumnstances
demand. But writing upon the subject of repentance
is a prime necessity. Repentance is as old as sin, be-
cause sin calls for and demands repentance. Had
there been no sin there would have been no repentance
or necessity for it. The only way to get rid of the guilt
and consequences of sin is through repentance. While
repentance cannot change the nature of the sinful act
it can abet its terrible consequences. In view of its
prominence in the Gospel of the Savior, we are not at
all surprised at the emphasis placed upon repentance.
It seems to be the burden of John's preaching: his was,
“Repent ye: for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”
Jesus taught it repeatedly by precept, parable, and ex-

hortation. His warning is, “Except Ye repent, ye shall
all likewise perish.” It was a part of the great com-
mission. “Thus it is written, and thus it behooved

Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day,
and. that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name among all nations beginning at
Jerusalem.” Paul declared, “The times of this ignor-
ance God winked at but now commandeth all men ev-
erywhere to repent.” Peter reasoned “The Lord is nat
slack concerning his promise as some men count slack-
ness: but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that
any should perish, but that all should come to repent-
ance.,” It has been called “Goddess of the erring”
whose tearful voice is ever whispering: ‘“Salvation
from sin,” not in sin.

May I ask the question, “What is repentance?” It
wauld be well to give a definition of the word Repent-
ance. Usually the shortest definition given is the best.
A. B. Lipscomb said: “It is a change of will caused by
sorrow for sin and leading to a reformation in life.”
Webster says repentance is “contrition, or sorrow for
sin.” Some may tell you that repentance is “sorrow™
but this is not an adequate definition. Sorrow is a con-
stituent part of repentance, but because a part of a
thing, it is not equal to the whole. It is inaccurate to
say that sorrow is repentance. It is said that sorrow is
the first step toward repentance, this, I believe, but not
every kind of sorrow. Paul, in 2 Cor. 7:10, mentioned
twa kinds of sorrow., “For godly sorrow worketh re-
pentance to salvation not to be repented of, but the
sorrow of this world worketh death.” It seems to me
that the sorrow of the world has no real depth. It
could not be sorrow for sin, but possibly, sorrow pro-
voked by the penal consequences of sin, such as Judas
who confessed that he was sorry because he had sold
his Lord, and betrayed innocent blood, but was it godly
sorrow? Nay, godly sorrow leads to repentance, not
suicide. This i5 an example of sorrow of the world,
it worketh death. .

Once when King David was made to see the full flag-
rancy of his sinful act, he said, “I have sinned against
the Lord.” Not such a long speech but in it there were
humility, contrition, and grace. Truly, this was the

(Contnued on page 12)
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OUR HELPERS IN FEBRUARY

Under this heading each month, we give the names
of those frorm whom we have received one or more sub-
scriptions up to the 20th.of the month. Our very sin-
cere thanks and appreciation for everything done for
the paper. Check the following for your acknowledg-
ment, please:

1. J. Bennison—9; Homer A. Gay—8; E. A. Hendrix—
8; L. H. Frizzell——6; W. H. Hilton—3; Mrs. Olive Wilburn
—5; Harold King—?5; Homer L. King—5; Wayne Pearce
-—5; Greta Wehb—4; B. F. Leonard—4; Thomas Stiner
-—4; Earl Wooster—3; Mrs. Goldie Helmick—3; Ronny
Wade-—3; Timothy Phillips—3; Paul O. Nichols—3; El-
sie Shafer—2; Thomas Murphy—2; Gene Hopkins—2;
Geo. McCain—2; Mrs. Charles Cantrell—2; Mrs. Dessie
Hopkins—2; Joe Patterson—2; Billy Orten—2; Don Kri-
der—2; Orville Johnson—2; Mrs. Larry Mongeon—2;
Luther Boek—2; R. B. Reden—2; Mrs. Joseph McDowell
—2; Mrs. W. J. Boyd—1; Jerry Magar—1; Norvel Ellerd
—1; W. B. Weed—-1; James R. Stewart—L; Maggie Pe-
rew—1; Joe Howard—1; Mrs. Hazel Cobb—1; W. Curtis
Porter--1; Mrs. James A. Davis—1; Clovis T. Cook—1;
H. F. Yarbrough—1; John Bednar, Sr.—1; E, L. Jenkins
—1; H. L.-Wallace—1; Tom Smith--1; Miles King—1;
Mrs. John Martin—I1; Oscar King—1; Paul Deems—1;
E. H. Miller—1; Jack Cutter—1; Mrs. A. J. Bunderson—
1; Mozelle Perry——1; Mrs. A. E. Becker—1; Ralph Kitson
—1; Mrs. Artie Ethridge—1; E. M. Studer—1; C. D. De-
Gough—1; Charles .Perkins—1; A. E. Doud—I1; Mrs.
Glen Jameson—1; Wayne Fussell—1; F. A. Maxwell—
1; Mrs. J. W: Allsup—1; L. F. Upshaw—1; Irving Stock-
ton—1; O. D. Adcock—1; Total—149.

Why not send us your subscription for this religious
paper at the very low price of one dollar the year?

We can supply your needs of-song books, tracts, and
many religious books. Our 1955 song books should be
ready sometime in March, we think.

Address all communications to Old Paths Advocate,
P. O. Box 333, Modesto, California. Phone 3-1161.

“Some people would rather blow their own horns
than listen to the band.”

You do not have to worry unless you want to,

THE GOOD CONFESSION

This “good confession” is prominently brought out in
a conversation between Clirist and his disciples near
the coast of Caesarea Philippi (Matt. 16:13-18); “Whom
do men say that I the Son of man am?” Several an.
swers were given; “Some say that thou art John the
Baptist: some, Elias: and others, Jeremias, or one of
the prophets.” But notice Christ's still more pointed
question and Simon Peter’s reply: “But whom say ye
thatI am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou
art the Christ, the son of the living God.”

No greater answer could have been given, for this
mounts up to the very climax of possible confession
and at one bound leaps to the very highest ground re-
garding Christ's personality and immediately places
him on the God level. Notice Christ’s reception of the
answer: “Blessed art thou, Simon, son of Jona; for
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven.” By this we know it was
the true answer for Jesus even pronounced a blessing
upon the one who uttered it, thus testifying to its
greatness., “And I also say unto thee, That thou art
Peter (Petros), and upon this rock (Petra) I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.” ’

From this it is evident that it was the purpose of
Christ to build his church on the fundamental ftruth,
that he himself is the promised Messiah, the Son of
the living God, by requiring all who would become
members of his church to confess this truth as did
Peter. If so, the “‘good confession” of Peter is really the
“good confession” of the church, the same that was
made by Timothy “before many witnesses” (I Tim..
6:12).

All early Christians recognized this confession as a
prerequisite to baptism, for Philip required the eunuch
to make it before he would baptize him (Acis 8:36-38):
“Then said Philip, if thou believest with all thine heart
thou mayest.” In response to his inquiry the eunuch
replied, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the San of God.”
Thus, upon this confession, “Both Philip and the eunuch
went down into the water and he baptized him."” He
evidently made this confession audibly, and not by
merely nodding his head for Paul says, “With the
mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:10),
Immediately after the eunuch was baptized, he “went
on his way rejoicing.” Why? Because, “If thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved” (Rom. 10:9).

The pleadings of our Savior should serve as a strong
incentive to cause one to confess Christ. “Whosoever
therefore shall confess me before men, him will 1 con-
fess also before my Father which is in heaven” (MatL
10:32). Without making this confession no sinner c¢an
become a Christian; and without living in accordance
with what is included afterwards, ne man can be saved
in heaven. Like the planets in the realm of space re-
volve around the sun, so do all the great principles of
the Bible cluster around this “good confession.” Yes,
I have heard men professing to be ministers of the
gospel belittle this “good ‘confession” and substitute
in its stead the telling of curious feelings, funny ex-
periences, grave-yard yarns, and “ghost. stories.” Oh,
thou eternal and righteous God! How long wilt thou
withhold the exhibition of thy wrath against the “doc-
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trines and commandments of men?”’ “Be not deceived,
God is not mocked.”

Many great men have confessed that Jesus is the
Son of God. John the Baptist said, “Behold, the Lamb
of God that taketh away the sin of the world” (Jno.
1:29). 'Peter said; “Thou art the Christ the Son -of the
living -God” (Matt. 16:16). The eunuch said “I believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God"” (Acts 8:37). Timo-
thy confessed Christ, -“Fight the good fight of faith,
lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou wast called,
and didst confess the good confession in the sight of
many witnesses” (R. V. I Tim. 6:12). Christ. confessed
Himself to be the Son of God (I Tim. 6:13). Finally,
God placed his own seal of approval on his Son, when
his voice thundered from the portals of glory, “This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Matt. 3:17.

In the light of such scriptures-all should confess the:

name of Christ. For it is written, “As I live, saith the
Lord, cvery knee shall bow and every tongue shall
confess to God” (Rom. 14:11).

There is no better way to entrench the soul in right-
eausness than by an .open avowal that commits the
individual to a right line of action. When crises come
to try the soul, he who has committed himself to God
in open confession before men has an immense advan-
tage. Many a man, just for the want of this, has gone
down in everlasting shame and ruin. While on the
other hand many by Teason of this confession have
risen a. triurnphant conquerer over the forces of hell
and have been able to say with Paul, “Thanks be unto
God who giveth us the victory through Christ Jesus our
Lord.”

Then let every one. be admonished by the pleadings
of God, by the wooings of the Holy Spirit, by the ad-
monition of Christ, by the examples of the apostles and
martyrs, by his obligation to the church, by the grati-
tude he-owes the Saviour, by tlie debt he owes the
world, by the duty he owes himself, and let him with-
out fear, and without hesitation, and in the conscious-
ness that he will never do a nobler deed, than up be-
fore the World and declare, “I believe with all my
heart that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”

' —Fred Kirbo.

BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST
(Rom. &:3, 4)

“Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized
into Christ were baptized into His death” (Rom. 6:3, 4).
Again: “For as many of you as have been baptized
into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27}). I could
quote from commentaries and lexicons in proof of the
things which I here intend to set forth, but it isn't
necessary. To me, the Bible, in its plain simple form,
is the best authority of all on any ‘'subject.

That baptism is taught in the Bible is agreed to by

all, but just whom should be baptized and for what-

purpose, and how, seems to cause a great many argu-
ments. )
Christian baptism begins with the gospel age. Jesus,
in givipg the great commission, said to “teach and
baptize,” but to wait until they (the apostles) received
the power from on high (Matt. 28:18, 20). He said in
Mk. 16:15-16, “Go preach the gospel to every creature,
he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but
he that believeth not shall be damned.” The disciples
waited in the City. of Jerusalem, as they were told to
do, (Lk. 24:49) and when the power came and: Peter

preached the gospel for the first time in its complete-
ness, he preached baptism (Acts, second chapter). When
the people cried out, wanting to know what to do (to
be saved), Peter answered them thus: “Repent and be
baptized, every-one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ,
for the remission of sins.” Then they that GLADLY re-
ceived his word were baptized. I ask why would they
gladly receive his word, and be baptized if they did
not understand that it was for their benefit? Of course
they understoad that it was “for the remission of their
sins.” That was what they were asking for, what they
were seeking for, and when they learned it they were
glad to do it—believing that in so doing their sins
would be pardoned. .

You may be asking why Peter would tell them that
they should be baptized for the remission of sins. Well,
Jesus had told them to preach it, and that those who
believed and were baptized should be saved (from past
or alien sins, of course).

But, says one, “I always thought that one was first
saved and then they were baptized into the church.”
Well, you must have thought it, you could not have
believed it: for the Bible no where tells us that. Jesus
puts salvation after haptism, and Peter puts remission
of sins after baptism.

When the Lord met Saul in the way to Damascus
and Saul asked Him what He would have him to do,
the Lord said for him to go into the city and there it
would be told him what he MUST DO (Acts 9:6). And
then when the Lord sent Ananias to Saul he told him
to be baptized, and wash away his sins, Acts 23:16.
Now the Apostle Paul comments on his own case in
Rom. 8:3.4, and says, “as many of US as were baptized
into Christ,” ete. Thus showing that Paul understood
that this baptism put him into Christ, and that there
and then he became a new creature. Hear him further
in this chapter: Vs. 17-18, “But God be thanked that
ye were the servants of sin but ye have obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered
you: being then made free from sin ye became the
servants of righteousness.” When were they made free
from sin? When they OBEYED. Well, baptism is a
command (Acts 10).

I trust that my readers all understand that in order
for this baptism to be valid, or to avail anything, it
must be preceded by faith, repentance and the con-
fession of Christ, as the other writers have pointed out.
This baptism must be from the heart (the understand-
ing). We must be taught (John 6:45).

In the eighth chapter of Acts, when Philip preached
Christ to the eunuch, it made him want to be baptized.
Again, in Acts 16, Lydia, after hearing the Apostles.
speak, was baptized: nothing sajd of them command-
ing her to be baptized. Again, in the same chapter,
when they spake the word of the Lord to the Jailor, he
went the same hour of the night and was baptized.
Some people today say that they speak the word of
the Lord, that they preach Jesus, and never do say any-
thing about baptism, but when the Apostles and early
Christians preached the Word, preached Christ, the peo-
ple wanted to be baptized. Why? There can be but
one answer: they wanted to be saved, and Jesus had
said in his word, “He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved.” As further proof of this we cite 1 Pet,
3:21, “The like figure whereunto baptism doth also now
save us.”

But again we notice in 1 Pet. 1:22-23, “Seeing that
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you have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren:
see that you love one another with a pure heart fer-
vently: being born again, not of corruptable seed but
incorruptable: by the word of God which lives and
abides forever,” Thus we note that by obeying the
truth we are made free from sins, burn again, purify
our souls, the Lord adds us to His Church {Acts 2:46-47).
We are baptized INTO Christ, Rom. 6:4. We are bap-
tized into one body, the chureh, I Cor. 12, Eph. 1:22, We
are baptized for the remission of sins, in order to be
saved.

Some seem to think that when they quit sinning that
is all the Lord requires, but it is not. We might illus-
trate it thus: A man is buying groceries on credit, his
bill has reached several dollars. So, one day he walks
in and tells his merchant, well, . I am quitting the credit
business. The merchant compliments. him, and tells
him he believes that is a good policy. He goes on for
several weeks—paying cash, but finally the merchant
asks him if he can pay him. The man replies that
he has quit the credit business. The meérchant reminds
him that even though he has quit buying on credit,
and has paid cash for some iime that this does not

pay off the old account. Even so: when one really and,

truly repents of his wrongs, he quits sinning, but that
does not settle the old account. Hence repent, change
your way of living, and be baptized for the remission of
your sins (old sins).

This baptism requires: a candidate, one wanting to
be baptized, Acts 8. Water, the element, in which to
be baptized (Acts 8th and 10th chapters). A preacher,
(Acts 8) or a disciple, Christian (Acts 9), to administer
the baptism. This candidate being dead to the love and
practice of sin through repentance, is buried in bap-
tism, and raised to walk i newness of life (Rom. 6).

The Lord then adds him to His church, makes him a.

member of His family (Eph. 3), forgives his sins, saves
him from them, and builds him into His building (1
Cor. 3).

We do not pray INTO Christ, we do not believe INTO
Him, we de not repent INTQ Him, we do not confess
INTO Him, but we are baptized INTO Him, putting Him
on in baptism (Gal. 3:27).

—Homer A. Gay.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH

Institutionalism is commonplace among us today. In
the hearts of man these institutions are established,
enthroned and exalted. However, among all of these
institutions of man, there is one unique that arises and
one to*whose stature none of these can measure or
ever hope to; this institution is one whose builder and
maker is God; one whose effulgent beauty outshines
the sun; one whose scope is universal and whose exist-
ence is eternal. I speak to the reader of this treatise of
the church that we read of in God’s Word; such an in-
stitution could never have been born of moral mind; it
must be a product of the Infinite,

In considering the establishment of the church, it is
good, if not quite necessary, for one to study it in at
least three phases; namely, in prophecy, in promise and
in fulfillment.

In Prophecy

The prophets have not left us uninformed regarding
the church or the kingdom of Christ. In the Scriptures,
the terms church and kingdom are often used synony-

mously;-that is, they are often used to-refer to the same
institution. I would not have the foregoing statement
contrued to mean that such is the rule without excep.
tion concerning the interchangeable use of these two
terms. Not everyiime the term kingdom is used does
it refer to the church, but insofar as our subject.at hand
is concerned the words are synonyms. I think as we
proceed this will become unquestionably apparent.

The first prophet to whom we go is Isaiah. In the
second chapter, verses 2 and 3, he deals with the es.
tablishment of the church. We find the following all-
important facts inspirationally recorded and preserved:
(1) The time set'is the last days; (2) the spectacular
happening of the time is the establishment of the
Lord's House (the church—1 Tim. 3:15}; (3) all. na-
tions shall flow unto it; (4) and-the Word of the Lord
shall have Jerisalem-as its source. When ail of the
foregoing facts are co-existent in fulfillment, I am sure
the time and place pertaining to the establishment of
the church are themselves established,

That the foregoing facts might be established in the
mouths of a least two witnesses, the reader is asked to
refer to Micah 4:2-3 where there is virtually a verbatim
account as is given by Isaiah.

The third prophet we refer to is Zechariah. In the
first chapter and verse 16, the Lord said: “I am re.
turned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be
built in it . .” Here, again, we have inspira-
tionally recorded the .fact that the church or the house
‘of God would be established in the city of Jerusalem.
We shall in. this study, henceforth, consider this an
established fact.

The fourth and last prephet is.Daniel; the prophecy
is recorded in the second chapter. In Nebuchadnezzar's
dream, he saw an image, whose parts represented four
kingdoms. The interpreter of this dream was Daniel,
whose God was a master revealer of secrets. It is gen-
erally agreed, and I think rightfully so, that the four
kingdoms referred to are the following: Babylonian,
Medo-Persian, Macedonian and Roman. In the 44th
verse of the second chapter are these words: “And in
the days of these kings (those immediately mentioned
before—it will be proven that the days mentioned are
those of the Roman kings}, the God of heaven shall
set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed: and
the kingdem shall not be left to other people, but it
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms
and it shall stand forever.” There are some maost re-
vealing truths adduced in this passage. [ understand
it to refer to the church or kingdom of Christ. It is &
kingdom not to be destroyed as other kingdoms; it is a
kingdom set up by the God of Heaven. Other king-
doms can not boast of such! This writer. considers this
enough said pertaining to the church in prophecy; we
now consider the second phase of our study.

In Promise

The establishment of the church in promise involves
some of the most dramatic statements made during
the personal ministry of Christ. In Matthew 6:10, while
teaching the disciples to pray, He included, "Thy king-
dom come.” Are we not agreed that this must refer to
the establishment of the church? In Matt. 16, while
on the coast of Caesarea Philippi, being surrounded by
His most-intimate earthly associates, the disciples, He
asked them to relate to Him what men thought of Him
and subsequently asked them what they personally
thought of Him. It was Peter, portraying his not un-
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usual impetuosity, who answered: *“Thou art the Christ
the Son of the Living -God.” This statement provoked
the Son of God to divulge freely some more things of
importance, not only to these. constituents of His inner
most circle, but to men of all,time. “Thou art Peter and
upon this roek, I will build rmy church and the gate of
hell shall not prevail against it.”

A confusion of terms, which is of-no small magni-
tude, has been made by men from a portion of this
statement. It has to do with the. foundation upon
which the church -was -and is established. Some teach
that Christ promised to build the church upon Peter,
the man, when He promised to build it upon the rock,
since in the original, the two terms are so much alike;
that is, the terms Peter (Petros) and rock (petra). In
the original text, the truth of the matter is, Christ
promised to build the church upen the petra (rock)
and not upon Petros, the man. ‘We can clearly see the
difference—the words differ in spelling and cven in
gender and one is a proper noun and the other com-
mon. With such being true, unquestionably, there can

be no legitimate reason for such confounding of terms.-

The part of the statement here made that is of such
vast importance, it seems to me, regarding our sub-
ject is the promise: “I will build (establish) my church.”
There would not be so much infidelity-provoking bed-
lam in religion today if all men would take that state-
ment at its face value; in this case, as is true in all
Bible issues, the truth can not be derived at by how
this one and that one interprets the statement, but
rather what the statement says in plain, simple Eng-
lish. An analysis of the promise is definitely in order.
First, Christ, all are agreed, is doing the promising. In
the promise, He leaves not one iota of a doubt as to
who will do the building of the church; it is He. Tao,
in the promise, He leaves no doubt as to the owner-
ship of the church; He said “my church” and the Em-
phatic Diaglott has it “the church of me (Christ).” This
proves- that the church belongs to Christ, that He is
the builder; consequently, it wears His name and is
subject to Him in every respect.

Again, we read in Mark 9:1 the following regarding
the establishment .of the church in promise: *
there be some of them that stand here, which shall
not taste of death, till they shave seen the kingdom of
God come with power.” Again, this writer understands
that to mean exactly what it says. Christ simply
iaught that there were some in His presence who
would not die until they saw the.kingdom come or es-
tablished. Beyond a doubt, the church was established
during the lifetime of those men to whom He referred.
This is important for us to remember regarding the
time of the church’s establishment.

In fulfillment )

We come now to the final phase of this subject. T
invite the reader to go with me to Acts 1; permit me to
briefly relate the setting. Jesus Christ has not many days
past been crucified, buried and is now resurrected; here
is the prelude to His ascension. In verse 4, according
to Luke, the disciples were commanded to stay in Je-
rusalem and wait for the promise of the Father. Now,
in the second chapter, they go forth in the discharge
of their duty, and we find the important events of this
chapter transpiring; 1 .daresay that a more eventful
day never dawned.

To make our conclusions as simple and convincing
as possible, permit:me to review the facts we proved

under our sub-title “In prophecy.” We stated that
when these facts were co-existent in fulfillment, there
the important things pertaining to the establishment
of the church would be established. So, here we are:
(1) The time is the last days (see Acts 2:16-17); (2).
The spectacular happening is the establishment of the
church or the Lord’s house (see Acts 2:47); (3). All
nations shall flow unto it (see Acts 2:5); (4). And the
Word of the Lord shall have Jerusalem as its source
and the House would be built in it. The chapter as a
whole proves this fact in fultillment.

For the writing of this subjeot, I am sure better writ-
ers can be found, but as for the subject itself, a more
important one to the souls of men would be difficult te
find. Conclusively, may I state my humble aspira-
tion in writing this treatise: If it casts just one little
ray of light on the path of one groping in darkness—
just enough to help him find The Way, or if it helps
the seaman lost and tossed to see the Light of the Cap-
tain's Face and ultimately reach the Lighthouse ahead,
I am humbly gratified. —D. B. McCord.

“Sin is a very short word beginning a very long sen-
tence."”

THE CHURCH
By Paul O. Nichols

Upon this rock I will build my church; and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt.
16:18). In this verse of Scripture is the introduction of
Jesus to the fact that He intended to establish His
church. The word translated ‘church” in the passage
is "ecclesia,” which means “called out” — people called
out of sin. The idea of the church was not something
that Christ conjured on the spur of the moment, but
it had been “eternally purposed” by the Lord. (Eph.
3:10, 11).

Christ had been preaching for many months when
His personal ministry brought Him to Caesarea Philippi,
a little more than a hundred miles north of the city
of Jerusalem. Here He asks His apostles who people
thought He was. Some thought that He was John the
Baptist, some Elias, and others, Jeremias or one of the
other prophets. It was not surprising that some thought
one thing and some another. But they could not all
be right. Jesus now focuses the guestion on the apos-
tles, and Peter declares the truth, “Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God.” The Lord then blesses Peter
for His correct answer, and declares that He will build
His church.

Today there are more than three fhousand different
churches and religious bodies in the world, according
to one -account. In the U. S. alone, there are more than
two hundred and fifty. Are these numbers reconecil-
able with the language and promise of the Lord that
He would build His church?

It was declared by Isaiah, more than seven hundred
and fifty years before Christ, that the church would
be built in the “last days" in the city of Jerusalem, and
was to be for “all nations” (Isa. 2:2-4). Micah fore-
tells the same more than seven hundred years before
Christ (Mie. 4:1, 2). (The “house .of the Lord” is the
church, (See 1 Tim. 3:15). Then nearly two hundred
years later corroborates their prophecies (Zech. 1:16).
Christ told His apostles it-would proceed from Jerusa-
lem (Lk. 24:48, 47, 49), and that they .would be His
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witnesses to all the world, beginning at Jerusalem (Acts

In Acts the second chapter we see the prophecies con-
cerning the church being fulfilled, Christ had nrom-
ised His apostles that they would receive power from
on high after the Holy Spirit came upon them. . The
writer of Acts tells us that the Spirit came upon them
on the day of Pentecost, and they began to speak with
other tongues (languages), which was a manifestation
of the power that they now had. Then Peter declares
in verses 16 that this is a fulfillment of the prophecy
of Joel (Joel 2:28, 29). He says it is the “last days.”
V. 47, the Bible tells us that “the Lord added daily to
the church such as should be saved.” This is the {irst
time that we can read anywhere ahout the Lord adding
to the church. The first day three thousand -precious
souls became members of this great institution. We
know this was the beginning, because Peter says so
(Acts 11:15). .

The founder of the New Testament church was Christ
Himself (Matt. 16:18). No man_was given the honor
of founding it for the Lord. Since them men have
counterfeited the Lord's ehurch, and have founded de-
nominations and seects, which have bred atheism and
infidelity. But God is not the author of such confusion
(1 Cor. 14:33). Christ said, “I will build my church.”

The foundation of the Lord’s church is undeniably
divine. Some would have us beleve that Peter is the
foundation of the church. But Paul teaches that the
foundation is Christ as the ‘“chief cornerstone” and the
apostles and prophets as component parts (1 Cor. 3:11;

ph. 2:20). Christ should and does receive the pre-
eminence (Col. 1:18).

‘The work and worship of the church is governed by
the Lord through His written word. Man cannot di-
rect his own steps (Jer. 10:23). Therefore, it is folly
to formulate our own religious creeds, Christ said, “But
in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men’” (Matt. 15:9). Paul teaches us
to have nothing to do with these things of man (Col.
2:21-23). To the contrary we should be led by the
unerring counsel of God (2 Tim. 3:15, 17). DPeter tells
us that God has supplied us with “all that pertains un-
to life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3). Again Paul says,
“ ... My God shall supply all your need” (Phil. 4:19).

The first woman in existence wore the name of her
husband (Gen. 5:2). Today the wife wears her hus-
band’s name. When children are born into this union
they wear the family name. When we buy a piece of
property, we want our name on the deed. When we
put money in the bank, we do so-in our name. When
we endorse a check, we use our name. When we buy
a car we want our name on the title. Why is it then
that we are led to believe that religiously there is
nothing in a name, when in respect to these other
things we would never be made to believe it?

What man who loves his wife would tell her it does
not make any difference whose name she wears. Or
what would a person think of you and your wife if
you introduced your family of several children, and
each child wore a different name?

Religiously, the name of Christ is an ‘“excellent
name” (Heb. 1:4); it is a “worthy name” (Jas, 2:7);
it is "above every name" (Phil. 2:9). Why should one
wear an inferior name?

The church is the bride of. Christ (Eph. 5:25); Christ
bought the church (Acts 20:28); Christ built the church
(Maitt. 16:18).. Therefore, it should wear His name
(Rom. 16:16). The members should wear His name, for
we are baptized in His name {(Acts 2:38), He was
crucified for us (1 Cor. 1:12, 13), and the practice of
calling ourselves by different -religious names is con-
demned (1 Cor. 3:3, 4, Rom. 8:6). “ _ ._ . The disciples
were called Christians .. __ .. " (Acts 11:26). This is the
family name.(Eph. 3:10, 11). “Neither is there salva-
tion in any other: there is none other name under heav-
anzg)wen.amnng men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts

The only way a person can becorne a member of the
church of Christ is by obeyng the laws-of admission
{Heb. 5:8, 9; Rom. 6:17, 18). One must HEAR the Gos-
pel (Rom, 10:13-17); BELIEVE it (MK. 16:16; Heb., 11:
6); REPENT of past sins (Acts 2:38; 17:31); CONFESS
faith in Christ (Rom. 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37); and be BAP-

v

TIZED into Christ (Gal. 3:27; Rom. 6:3, 4), for the re.
mission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16).

In the last day the Lord will present unto Himself
His own glorious church (Eph. 5:25-27). Why not be
a member of the church of Christ and in that final day
‘hear Him say to you, “Come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda.
tion of the world” (Matt, 25:34).

“Nothing worth* while is ever lost by taking time
enough to do it right.”

THE CHURCH—ITS UNITY

Eph. 4:4-6
‘There are seven unities manifested in this secripture,
“There is one hody, and one spirit, even as ye are called
in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one. faith, ®ne
bapticm, ene God and Father of all, who is above aY),
and through all, and in ye all.” All teach there is one
God except the heathen with his golyhheism. All admit
that there is one Lord (Christ) and one Holy Spirit. And
yet the oneness of the body is emphasized equally with

these as outlined in this scripture.

Your consideration of other passages perfaining to
the one body is now invited, Rom. 12:4.5, “For as we
have many members in ene body, and all members
have not the same office; so we, being many, are one
body in Christ.” I Cor. 12:12, “For as the body is one,
and hath many members, and all the members of that
one Lody. being many are one body, so also is Christ.”
Eph. 2:16, “That he might reconcile both unto God in
one body by the cross, having slain the enmity there-
by." Col. 3:16, “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts,
to which also ye are called in one body.”

What is that “one body,” which is so frequently call-
ed to our attention? Col. 1:18, “And he (Christ) is the
head of the body, the church.” Eph. 1:22-23, “And gave
him (Christ) to be head over all things to the church,
which is his body.” Col. 1:24, “For his body’s sake,
which is the church.” From these scriptures if may
be readily understood that the words, “body’ and
“church,” may be substituted for each other or inter-
changed without doihg an injustice to these related
passages. ‘‘There is one church (body).” Eph. 4:4, “Let
the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also
ye are called in one church (body)"” (Col. 3:16).

Jesus established but one church (Matt. 16:18), Our
Lord shed his blood to purchase but one church (Acts
20:28). He is at present the head of but one church
(Eph. 1:22), "“And gave him to be head over all things
to the church, which is his body.” He is the head of
the body (Col. 1:18). How many physical bodies does
Christ, or any man, possess? Only one. It is contrary
10 nature, and would be a monstrosity, for a being to
have more than one body branching out from one head.
The fanciful imaginations of some men are amazing.
His spirit dwells In but one body which is the church.
If there is more than one church, Christ has more than
one body, but that is contrary fo Bible teaching and
human reason. Only a rank, blatant infidel would
dare the statements thus made.

With apology in the judgment are we going to make
for the variety of different churches extant in this
land? Somebody is responsible for their existence. I
ask you, as a dying man to dying men and women, did
the Lord organize over 20Q differemi churches in this
land? No. Jesus declares in Jno. 10:16. “There shall
be one fold, and one shepherd.” Well, who organized
them? I believe I can plead, “Not guilty.”

It is hard for people to understand that the church
about which we speak is not a denomination. 1 don't
want to be, and am not, a member of any denoming-
tion, because God knows nothing about such. When
Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build my church.”
(Matt, 16:18), was he speaking of a denomination? If
that is your conception and it was a denomination,
which one was it? None will name it and call it a de-
nomination. There are denominations existing. Yes.
But they do not have a divine right to exist. Matt. 15:
13, “Every plant, which my heavenly: Father hath not
planted, shall be rooted up.” God did not plant de-
nominationalism and secterianism, and they, with all
their advocates, will be rooted up in tlie judgment day.
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The church is in the world. but it is not of the world,
“Ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of
the world” (Jno. 15:18). The word, “church,” is from
the Greek word ‘“ekklesia” (Ek-out of-Kaleo-to call).
Therefore, the church is a “called out” body of people.
In the New Testament, it means that group of people
whom the Lord hath called out of thé world, and sepa-
rated unto himself {2 Cor. 6:17), and who are under the
authority of Christ. That church is composed of the
“pecultar people,” “royal priesthood,” and the “haly
nation" (I Pet. 2:9).. It is called a “tabernacle” (Heb.
3:1-2); a “husbandry” and “building” (I Cor. 3:8); a
'g‘tgg)xple" (I Cor. 3:16); a ‘“*habitation of God” (Eph.

When you obey the gospel, you are in the Church of
Christ, spoken of in Rom. 16:16. Then, why join any-
thing? Herein is our difficulty. It is the joining that
has brought the trouble. We are “added to the church”
(Acts 2:47). The Church of Christ is big enough, broad
enough, comprehensive encugh, to embrace every child
of God on:earth. “He is the Savior of the Body
(church)” (Eph. 5:23), Christ has not promised to-save
the denominations. Dear friend, if you are not a mem-
ber of that ome body, you are without the promise of
salvation. Why not make your salvation sure? Notice
this unanswerable argument.

There is but one bedy (I Cor. 12:20),

But the church is the body (Eph. 1:22, 23),

Therefore, there is but one church.

TnAgaml' discipl

he early disciples were members of the same bod
(Eph. 3:16); P Y

The body is the Chureh (Col. 1:18),

Therefore. the early Christians were members of the

same church.

Now then, as all the early disciples were. mmnembers of
the same church. teaching and believing the same doc-
trine, being of the same mind and of the same judg-
ment (I Cor. 1:10; Phil. 1:27; 2:2), they produced that
peace and union for which Christ prayed. We can har-
monize on the same principles, 1abor in the same cause,
and enjoy the same results. No Opposition was suf-
ficiently strong to stand before the united church of
the early ages. The combined opposition of the Jews
and Romans melted before it as the snow dissolves be.
fore the rays of the morning sun._ It is to just such a
platform that you are now invited. Before our trium-
phant army, error and infidelity with all their hosts will
bow their heads in shame and disappear forever. May
God speed the day when such hopes may be realized.
God help us all to be ene in Christ, in his body, in his

church.
—J. Etvin Waters.

Good judgment comes from experience, and experi-
ence often comes from poor judgment.

THE NAME
By G. A. Canfield (colored)

Although some people tell us that it makes no dif-
ference what name you wear, I want to show the name
ptf God's people and what the word of God says about
1

What does the word ‘“name’” mean anyway? “That by
v’hich a person or thing is distinctively called or desig-
nated.”—Webster. Now, how could we write or talk if
there were no names or if names have nothing to do
with-it? Suppose you walk into a drug store 1o get
some medicine, don’t you have to tell the druggist the
name? Everything they have in that store has a name,
and if you want to get anything in there, you must give
Lthe name.

I ask all who read this sermon to be honest with
themselves and before God. Just stop and look up
and all around. .Now, do you see anything that does
not have a name? That is enough to every honest per-
‘Son to prove to him that there is something to a name,
but now to the word of God.

“Male and female created he them and blessed them
and called their name Adam in the day when they
were created” (Gen. 5:2). So, we see that God is the
author of calling things by unames, or naming some
things. Again: “And out of the ground the Lord God

formed every beast of the field and every fowl of the
air, and brought them unta Adam to see what he would
call them. And whatsoever Adam called every living
creature. that was the name thereof — and the rib
which the Lord God had taken from man made he a
woman, and brought her unto the man, and Adam
said, this is now bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh,
She shall be called woman, because she was taken out
of man. Therefore, shall a man leave his father and
mother and shall cleave unto his wife. and they shall
be one flesh” (Gen. 2:19-24). Now, if God was well
pleased with Adam giving names to all things so that
they could be distinguished from one another, cer-
tainly he would not leave his people without a name.
This is enocugh to show that there is something in a
name, but I am not done yet. The Lord appeared to
Abraham and said: “I am the Almighty God. Walk be-
fore me and be thou perfect, and I will make my cove-
nant between me and thee and will multiply thee ex-
ceedingly, and Abram fell on his face, and God talked
with him saying: As for me behold my covenant is
with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.
Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but
thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many
nations ‘have I made thee” (Gen. 17:1-5). Why did
God change his name if there is nothing in a name?
But, if there is nothing in a name, God did that which
is nothing. Shame! Furthermore, all the writers of the
Bible spoke of Abraham after this by the name God
gave him. But God changed Jacob’s name. ‘“And he
said unto him, what is thy 'name? And he said, Jacob.
And he said thy name shall be called no moare Jacob,
but Israel” (Gen. 32:27, 28). Why change his name,
if nothing to a name? By the name “Israel” we un-
derstand that it embraces the meaning of “ruling with
God.” TJacob had 12 sons (Gen. 35:22). and they and
their descendants were called “Israelites.” But, the
word “Israel,” contained the name of the Lord. as we
may see from this: *“And all people of the earth shall
see that thou are called by the name of the Lord, and
they shall be afraid of thee” (Deut. 28:10), and, “They
shall put my name upon the children of Israel, and I
will bless them” (Num. 6:27). Again: “If my people
who are called by my name” ete. (2 Chron. 7:14). Hence,
we see that in wearing the name “Israel” they wore
the name of the Lord, and that God promised to bless
them in so doing. Would God bless them and hear
them, if they refused to wear his name, or if they were
to .adopt a human name? Certainly not!

From the abave it is evident to all honest people that
God called his people (the Jews) by his name in call-
ing them “Israelites,” but what about the Gentiles?
Were they tu be called “Israelites,” too? Wo, for they
were not the desecendants of Jacob. So, what about
them? “And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness,
and all kings thy glory and thou shalt be called by a
new name which the mouth of the Lord shall name”
(Isa. 62:2). Thus. when the Gentiles were to come in,
the Lord promised to give the Israelites a new name.
Now, what is to become of the old name, when the
new name is given? We read: *“And ye shall leave
your name for a curse unto my chosen, for the Lord
shall slay thee and shall call his servants by another
name"” (Isa. 65:15). Where is the new name to be
given? Let the Bible answer: “Even unto them will
I give in_mine house and within my walls a place and
a name, better than of sons and daughters. I will give
them an everlasting name that shall not he cut off”
(Isa. 56:4). . We notice that the new name was to be
given in “the house of God,” but what is the house?
Let Paul answer: “But if 1 tarry long that thou mayest
know how thou oughtest ta behave thyself in the house
of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). Therefore, the
new name was to be given in the church, when thé
Gentiles come in and when the kings see the glory, and
it is to be a new name. But, the Gentiles were to see
the righteousness of God. What is the righteousness of
God? “All thy commandments are righteous” (Ps. 119:
172). Hence, the Gentiles were to Teceive the com-
mandments of God, before the name should be given.
Now, to where they received the commandments of
God, which is the book of Acts. In the ninth chapter,
we learn that Paul is the chosen vessel te bear that
name. It reads: ‘‘But the Lord said unto him, Go thy
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way, for he (Paul) is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear
my name before the Gentiles and kings and children
of Isrdel” {Acts 9:14, 15). In Isa. 62:2, we learned that
the same three classes of individuals are named—Gen-
tiles, kings, and children of Israel. In the 10th chapter,
we learn of the conversion of Cornelius, a Gentile,
who was the first recorded. Passing fo the 1llth chap-
ter, we read: “When they heard these things, they
held their peace and glorified God saying, then hath
God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life”
(v.18). Now, the Gentiles have seen the righteousness,
received the commandrments, and the Kings “saw his
glory” at Pentecost, the Lord has chosen the man to

bear the name; but the name was to be given in the

house of God (Isa. 56:4). Let us read: “Then tidings
of these things came unto the ears of the church, which
was in Jerusalem, angd they sent forth Barnabas that
he should go as far as Antioch, who when he came
and had seen the grace of God, was glad and exhorted
them all that svith purpose of heart they would cleave
unto the Lord, for he was a good man and full of the
Hely Ghost and of faith and much people was added
unto the Lord. Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus for
to seek Saul (Paul), and when he had found him, he
brought him to Antioch; and it came to pass, that a
whole year they assembled themselves with the church,
and taught much people” (Acts 11:22-26). Now, they
are in the “house of God” (the church), and all things
are ready for God to fulfill his promise to give the new
name. Whatever it is, all should be willing to_accept
this God given name. Well, here it is: “And the dis-
ciples were called Christians first at Antioch” (V. 26).
This is certainly the fulfillment of God’s promise in
Isa. 62:2 and 56:4. Now, note that the name was to be
given after the Gentiles came in, but the name “Christ-
ian” was given after the Gentiles came in. The name
was to be given in the house (church), but the name
“Christian’ was given 'in the church. It was to be a
new name for the disciples, but the disciples were
“called Christians first at Antioch.” The name was to
be “better than of sons and daughters,” but the name
“Christian” is better— "“do they not blaspheme that
worthy name by which ye are called”? {Jas. 2:7); but
they were called “Christians first at Antioch"” (Acts
11:26). In being called “Christians” they were called
after the name of Christ, for the word “Christian” is
derived from the root word “Christ.” The name “Christ"”
is certainly better than of “sons and daughters,” as
Paul shows: “Wherefore God 'also hath highly exalted
him, and given him a name which is above every
name"” (Phil. 2:9). Was this name mentioned here the
name “Christ”? Let Paul answer in the next verse (10),
“That at the name of Jesus every Knee should bow, .. ..
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (V. 11). We
are to glorify God in the name “Christian”"—"But if
any man suffer as a christian let him not be ashamed,
but let him glorify God in this name" (1 Pet. 4:18,
A. 8. V). Peter said nothing about suffering as a
Methodist, Baptist, Campbellite, etc., but simply as
a “Christian.” Furthermore, Paul persuaded King
Agrippa (he was to bear .this “name before Kkings,”
Acts 2:15), to be a ‘Christian.” “Almost thou
persuadest me to be a Christian, and Paul said,
I would to God, that not only thou, but all that
hear me this day, were both almost and altogether
such as I am, except these bonds” (Acts 26:28, 29).
Hence, Paul not only wanted the king to be a “Christ-
ian,” but he was trying to get all 10 be “Christians,”
and I join in Paul's plea, for I would to God that all
who read this, would be simply Christians., Had some
of our religious enemies been present, when Paul was
preaching to this king, they would, no doubt, have said
that the king was about to become a “Campbellite.”
It matters not how many times you tell and show some
people that we are “Christians” only, they will con-
tinue to call us “Campbellites.” But, we are reminded:
“If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are
ye” (1 Pet. 4:14). “Do they not blaspheme that worthy
name by which ye are called?” (Jas. 2:7).

God's people are spoken of as a “family”— “For this
cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth
is named” (Eph. 3:14, 15). Why should it be otherwise,
since Christ is represented as the ‘“Bridegroom” and

the church as the “bride, the Lamb!s wife" (Jno. 3:99.
Rev. 21:9, 10). It is only natural and reasonable fo
the bride to take the name of the husband, as wel} a3
all the children, “the whole family.” I have a family—
three sons. My eldest is Jimm Canfield, the second is
Solomon_ Canfield, and the youngest is Robert Can.
field—all Canfields. Now, what would you think if
Yyou came to my house, and I say: “Meet my sons.
This is’ Jim Johnson; this is Solomon Williams; and
this is Robert Brown”? Yet you know my name is
“Canfield.” What would you say about it? I know
you would do a bit of thinking, to say the least. Naw,
we are married to Christ; see here: “Wherefore, my be-
loved brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by
the body of Christ, that ye should be married to apn.
other, even to him who is raised from the dead, that
we should bring forth fruit unto God” (Rom 7:4). Now,
how would you men like to have your wife wear an-
other man's name? Can the wives think of dishonor-
ing their husbands by wearing another man’s name?
Then, why dishonor Christ, having been married to him,
by wearing other names, and by saying, “It makes ng
difference what name we wear”? Or, by saying, “We
can be saved in any old name; one name is as good
as another,” etc. I know that people treat the word of
God lightly and are very careless about what name
they wear. Just think of the many denominational
names not found in the Bible, yet people are trying 1o
go to ‘heaven in these human names. But what saith
the Bible about the importance of the God-given name?
“Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of
Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ, of Nazareth,
whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead,
even by him doth- this man stand here before you
whole, Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby ye must be saved” (Aets 4:10-12).
Does that sound as if it makes no difference what
name we wear? Again, to the church at Corinth, Paul
says: ‘‘Now, I beseech you, brethren, by the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing
and that there be no divisions among you, but that ye
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10, 15). Then, Paul re-
bukes the Corinthians for calling themselves after the
names of the preachers, showing them that we are to
wear the name of the one who was crucified for us and
in whose name we were baptized. Christ in the com-
mission told the apostles to baptize into the names of
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then Peter on Pente-
cost told them to “be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins” (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts
2:38). Now, since Christ was crucified for us and we
are baptized in his name, how could we think of wear-
ing any other name, but the name of Christ? Paul
said: “Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the
Father by him” (Col. 3:17). Finally, in the last book
of the Bible, the church was commended for holding to
the name of Christ., “Thou holdest .fast my name”
(Rev. 2:13), May we hold fast that name!

I truly hape this may help someone to learn the
truth, that it may bring fruit unto the kingdom of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. This is my humble pray-
er in the name of that Blessed Master, Jesus Christ.

We envy other people their- luck, but congratulate
ourselves oh our smartness,

Every little frog is great in his own bog.

One dog barks at something, and a hundred bark at
the sound.

Opportunities are like mil’lstones——they may drown
a man, or they may grind his corn.

Looking ahead is a good way to keep from falling
behind.
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HOW IMPORTANT IS BAPTISM?

J. B. Hudson wrote this for ‘“The Light,”
May 28, 1952.

Wisdom demands that we attach no more importance
to a Bible subject than is attached by the Bible. On
the other hand, it is equal]y wise to attach as much
importance as is attached by the Bible. Timothy was
admonished to study so that he might rightly divide
the word of truth. (2 Tim. 2:15,) Failure to study leads
to an incorrect division {or handling) of the word of
truth. Since we walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7), and since
faith is produced by the word of God (Rom. 10:17), let
us see what the word has to say concerning the sub-
ject of baptism.

1. Baptism is-into Christ. (Gal. 3:27.) Man does not
believe into Christ; neither does he repent into Christ.
All spiritual blessings are in Christ (Eph. 1:3); but man
must be in Christ to enjoy these blessings. Being a new
creature is a spiritual blessing, but to be a new creature
man must be in Christ. (2 Cor. 5:17.) Since entrance
into Christ is gained by baptism, just how important
do you consider it?

2. Baptism is into one body. (1 Cor. 12:13.) Christ
is the head of the body. (Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22, 23.)
Christ is the saviour of the body. (Eph. 5:23.) Since
man cannot believe into ‘the one body, nor can he re-
pent into the body, how can he enter the body {(that
which Jesus saves)? The Bible answer is baptism. Is
it important?

3. Baptism is commanded. (Matt. 28:19; Acts 10:48.)
Jesus is the author of salvation unto all who obey Him.
(Heb. 5:9.) Can one ignore the commands of Jesus and
be saved? (Matt. 7:21; 2 Thess. 1:7-9.)

Like pants, achievermnents become threadbare if you
rest on them.

“Capacity never lacks opportunity—it is sought by
too many who are anxious to use it.”

“When experience is the teacher, you get the test
first, and learn the lesson afterward.”

We sometimes win our greatest victory just by giving
in.

To put a worthwhile truth in circulation is a good
day’s work.—Anon.

It is not the man who has too little but the man who
craves more, who is poor. —Seneca,

A lie travels around the world while Truth is putting
on her boots. —~—C. H. Spurgeon.

The world is full of willing people. Some willing to
work, the rest willing to let them,

TO WHOM SHALL WE GO~

(Continued from page one)
the spirit realm, and we cannot go there and quesnon
them. Then, “to whom shall we go?”

While we cannot go directly to any of the above and
receive a direct answer by word of mouth, yet we can
Bo to all of them indirectly and receive the answer,
which is just as rellable and sure as.if we could sit

at His feet, look into the face of Jesus, as Mary did of
oid, and hear the answer in His own voice and words,
voice and words sweeter than any song by angels sung!
Here is the how: X

“And many other signs truly did Jesus in the pres-
ence of His disciples, which are not written in this
book: But these are written that ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ; and that believing ye might have
life through His name” (Jno. 20:30, 31). Note some-
thing was “written that ye might believe and that ye
might have life.” Yes, thank God, the word of God,

Christ, the Holy Spirit, prophets, and apostles was
“written in this book,” that we might have life. Hear
Peter as he contrasts the written with the spoken: “And

this voice which came from Heaven we heard, when
we were with Him in the holy mount. We have also
a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place, until the day dawn and the day star arise
in your hearts; * * * * For the prophecy came not in
old time by the will of man; but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet.
1:19-21). The same was true of the apostles. The Holy
Spirit spoke through thern—“They spake as the Spirit
gave them uvtterance,” anad their words have been writ-
ten in the New Testament. Therefore, we may go to
this Book with implicit confidence, and there read the
inspired word of God, from Christ, Holy Spirit, and
apostles, the answer to the question, “What must I do
to be saved?”, which is even better than an oral an-
swer, for when we read it, the answer is ever just the
same. “Lord to whom shall we go? Thou hast the
words of eternal life” (Jno. 6:68), and Jesus said, “It
is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught
of God., Every man therefore that hath heard, and
hath learned of the Father cometh unto me” (Jno. 6:45).
Yes, and when you find the answer to this all impor-
tant question written in ‘the book, it will net be said
that it is “something better felt than told,” or that “I
cannot tell you haw, but I can tell you the place and
the time.” Jesus said “they shall be taught of Geod.
Every man therefore that hath heard and learned of
the Father cometh unto me.” If is an intelligent ques-
tion, and you are given an intelligent answer. Re-
member, too, that all are to be judged by the things
which are “written in the books. according to their
works” (Rev. 20:12). Do you think a merciful God
would give us an answer in this Book so mystical and
complicated that we cannot understand it, yet in the
final Day judge us by the things wrxitten in this Book?

The Power of That Word

Jesus said, “The words that I speak unto you, they
are spirit and they are life” {Jno. 6:G3). Peter said the
apostles “preached the gospel with the Holy Spirit sent
down from Heaven” (1 Pet. 1:12). Paul said, “For 1
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that be-
lieveth” (Rom. 1:16). This gospel when heard by the
sinner will produce faith in his heart—hear Paul: "So
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God” (Rom. 10:17), and again, “In whom ye also
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation” (Eph. 1:13). No wonder Jesus told
His apostles to preach this gospel to “all nations,” to
“every creature” (Matt 28:19; Mk. 16:15). But why
preach it, if men cannot understand it? When Peter,
having been filled with the Holy Spirit, preached this
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word- of the:Lord to’the multitude of Jews Who had
slain thé Son of God, they were pricked in their hearts
and cried out, asking what they should do (Acts 2:38).
Peter gave the answer, and the record says, “Then they
that gladly received his word were baptized, and the
same day there were added unto them about three
thousand souls” (verse 41), and in verse 47 we are told
the Lord added them to ‘the church. God- is no te-
specter of persons (Acts 10:34), hence when you go to
the written word of God in the New Testament, find
the answer to your question in the same language giv-
en by the apostles of Christ on Pentecost and thereafter
in the book of Acts, you should “gladly receive this
word"” or answer, that you may be made free from sin,
and let the Lord add you to His church, the one You
read about in the New Testament.

Do We Still Have The Lord's Word?

Let the Bible answer: “Seeing ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through the spirit unto un-
feigned love of the brethren, see that ye Iove one an-
other with a pure heart fervently; Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word
of God, which liveth and abideth forever. * * * * * #
But the word of the Lord endureth forever. And this
is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you"
(1 Pet. 1:22-25). Note, the word endures how long?
The Holy Spirit through Peter said, it “endureth for-
ever.” Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my words shall not pass away” (Matt. 24:35). When
the world is on fire and time shall be no more, still His
words will stand! His words are to judge us in the
last day, and Jehn saw it doing just that in Rev. 20:
12-15.

Kind reader, will you not carefully and sincerely
read with an unbiased and unprejudiced mind the fol-
lowing articles dealing with the salvation of the soul?
We send them forth with a prayer that they may en-
lighten the minds of those in darkness that they may
be saved. May the Lord bless in the distribution and
the reading of the truths presented in-this speeial is-
sue of this journal, I sincerely pray.

REPENTANCE~—
(Continued from page 3)

remorse which led to repentance. Sorrow is an es-
sential element of. repentance, but in itself it is not
repentance. The alphabet is an essential part of edu-
cation, but he who knows those twenty-six characters
when he sees them, but does not know how to combine
them into words and sentences, is not educated. Many
emotional people seem to think that when the-heart is
convulsed ‘and tears flow freely they have repented,
But this is not necessarily true. Such emotions may be
connected with repentance and they may not be. Some
men exercise repentance and never weep, and some
weep and never repent. Now, that we see clearly that
repentance is not sorrow, nor even godly sorrow, for
Paul said that “godly sorrow worketh repentance not
to be repented of,” then godly sorrow aloneé is not re-
pentance but its cause, and sustains to repentance the
relationship of cause to effect. It is not serrow and
confession combined. We learned that Judas was sor-
ry and confessed, but did not truly repent. Others have
said they thought repentance was a reformation in life.
I believe one must reform in order to completely re-
pent. TheTe can be no repentance without reformation,
but there may be reformation without repentance. I

heard this illustration: A wicked man might find hjs
evil ways the only objection urged by the pareats
against his marriage to their daughter, and he might
temporarily reform in order to overcome the objections,
but no true repentance. .In this case there would be
no sorrow for sins—the sorrow that works repentance
unto salvation. Seeing then, that repentance is not
reformation only, we are brought back 1o the definition;
viz, “A change of will, caused by sorrow for sin, lead.
ing to a reformation in life.”” It is, *ceasing to do evil
and learning to do weéll” (Isa. 1:16, 17), prompted hy
gadly sorrow.

Isaac Eyrett says: “The Greek word translated ‘re.
pentance' indicates a change—conversion. It imports
change of mind or disposition, and that, too, for the
better.” Reliable-authority tells us that-we have more
than one Greek word, translated ‘repentance.” One of
them indicates a change whether for the better or for
the worse. But the Greek word expressing the will of
God concerning us in our repentance, uniformly in the
New Testament, denotes a change for the better. The
word ‘repentance” is expressive of a change for the
better, then, prompted by the “goodness of God,” which
makes sorry for sins. Hear Paul: “Or despiseth thou
the riches of his goodness and forbearing and long-
suffering; not knowing that the goodness of God lead.
eth thee to repentance?”

God is not only a King to command and a judge
to inflict the penalty of discbedience, but He is a Lov-
ing Father. Beecher says: “When a man undertakes
to repent toward his fellow-man, it is repenting straight
up a precipice: when he repents toward law, it is re-
penting in the crocodile’s jaw; when he repents toward
publie sentiment, it is throwing himself into a thicket
of brambles and thorns; but when he repents toward
God, he repents toward all Love and delicacy. God re-
ceives the soul, as the sea the bather, to return it again,
renewed and whiter than he took it”

John, evidently with doubt in his mind as to the
purity of purpose of some who came to him for bap-
tism, called upon them to “bring forth fruits meet for
repentance” (Matt. 3:8). This was right for genuine
repentance, like a good tree will always bear good
fruit. I believe that restitution is a fruit of repentance.
If restitution were put into practice today, the law of
enforcement could cease, the guards could disarm, the
battle fields could be made into flower gardens, and
it would even lessen discipline in the church: No
amount of emotion and agony will avail without resti-
tution, provided, however, restitution be within our
power. In Matt. 23:24, Jesus teaches that we are io
right our wrongs against man before we offer our sac-
rifice to God. Here is what I understand it to mean:
the liar must confess and correct his falsehood, the
thief must restore the stolen goods, the fradulent man
must reform, before they should expect God té forgive
them. A genuine repentance causes one to want 1o
restore and make right whatever is in his power. Let
Zaccheus be our example (Lk. 1:8, 9). True repentance,
preceded by genuine faith, and followed by the Bible
confession and baptism (to the alien sinner) for the
remission of sins (Acts 2:38), makes us new creatures
in Christ. And this new creature must “walk in new-
ness of life,” ‘as directed in all the commandments of
the Lord in order to reach Héaven. S8Sinner, hear, be-
lieve, repent, confess, and be immersed, -before it is
too late!



* Qur Purpose is to “ear-
nestly contend for the
faith which was once de-
livered unto the saints,”
and td ‘'prove all things;
hotd fast that which is
good.”

ADVOCATE

continue speaking
deavoring to keep the
anity of the epirit in the
bond of peace;” “keeping
the ordinances as deliv-
ered.”

therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.”

“Thus saith the Lord, 'Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the 0)ld Paths, where is the good way, and walk
(Jer. 6:16) “And they that be of Thee shall build the old waste, places;
thau shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The Repairer of the Breach, The

Restorer of Paths to Dwell in.” (Isa. 58:12).
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COVENANTS
By Thomas J. Shaw, Sr.

The word “covenant” means an 'arrangement or
agreement by which an intimate bond of friendship is
formed.”—Thayer. Our Heavenly Father has made
covenants with Noah, Abraham, and the redeemed of
the earth in- this age which constitutes the church.
God made a covenant with Noah through which a bond
of friendship was formed. One of the terms of that
friendship was that the earth would not be destroyed
by water of a flood again, and as a token or sign, He
gave him the rainbow in the cloud. That rainbow has
existed as a sign to this day, even after the terms of
that agreement had been written in book form (Gen.
9:9-15). Later, God made & covenant with Abraham.
“By faith Abraham became a friend of God." A bond
of friendship was formed. God gave him circuracision
as a token or sign of said covenant, That covenant
was to be in his flesh for an everlasting covenant (Gen.
17:13). Each male child was to be circumncised on the
eighth day. Each uncircumcised male child was cut
off from the people—he had broken the covenant (Gen.
17:14}. Circumcision was a sign of that “Bond of
Friendship” or covenant that God made with him. That
sign continued down through the Jewish age ‘even after
the terms of said covenant were given in writien form.
At the beginning of the Christian era, God made a
covenant, or formed an intimate .bond of friendship
between Himself and the redeemed of the earth through
the atonement of Christ. Jesus shed his blood in death
to ratify, or establish, the covenant. To remind us of
these momentous events, Jesus has given us the Lord's
Supper. In this institution we have the loaf, the fruit
of vine, and the cup. The literal loaf reminds us of

His body given for us, the literal fruit of vine reminds

us of His shed blood, and the literal cup reminds us
of this bond of friendship, or covenant relationship’
that exists between us and the great God of Heaven.
“This cup is the new covenant (or testament), ratified
by my blood” (I Cor. 11:25). Each one has a spiritual
significance. We cannot change any one of these
things in the Lord's Supper without perverting the
design, or purpase, of the institution. The cup symbol-
ized, or signified, this covenant relationship long be-
fore the terms of the covenant were expressed in written
form,.s0 it still points to this “bond of friendship,” and
will continue to do so until Jesus comes (I Cor. 11:26).

—~Commodore, Pa.

ACCEPTED OF HIM

The scripture that prompts this brief essay is 2
Cor. 5:8. Paul declared: “Wherefore we labor, whether
present or absent, we may be accepted of Him.” This
writer can not think of an jdeal more lofty, nor: an
aspiration so great as this one mentioned. The hopes,
born of our devoted endeavors here, may be many and
varied, but our hope that is centered in being accepted
of Himn is the most important to entertain.

We, as mortals, have inate desires uncountable.
One of these desires is for the approval of those with
whom we have to do. I believe this desire to be legiti-
mate, within the bounds of right and reason. We, as
children, coveted the approval of our parents; we as
husbands desire the approval of our wives and vice
versa; we as employees seek the approval of our em-
ployer and our fellow employees. We, as Christians,
above all, should seek the appraoval of Him.

In this life, there are lessons to be learned that
are difficult and- repugnant—lessons that we, in all
sincerity, wish did not have to be accepted and learned.
One lesson, in particular, that has been difficult for
this writer to learn, and he is not an exception, is that
regardless of how arduous the task and how devoted
is he who applies himself to it and how sincere the
try, from some quarter a note of criticism, often unjust,
uncharitable and un-Christian, is sounded. This is not
only detrimental to the person who tried, but I daresay
it does the cause of Christ no good turn. This lesson
proves that regardless we can not always in this life
be accepted or approved of those around us.

Now, back to Paul's declaration: We labor to be
accepted of Him. That still stands today as the ul-
timate aim of this life, and whether our endeavors,
aims and ideals conform to the wishes and desires of
our family, friends or brethren is incidental, so long
as we are doing our best and are conforming to the
wishes and expectations of God!

Jab, doubtless one of the greatest men who ever
lived and I daresay a stauncher friend God never had,
was, according to his musings, laboring toward un-
reserved acceptance of God. Conclusively, we invite
the readers’ attention to one episode in the life of Job
that proves this. While physically plagued, sitting in
ashes, he was surrounded by three titular friends; he
was, at least, made to. believe that all of his earthly
possessions, even his children, had been taken away
from him., Regardless of these revolting circumstances,
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we have from\ime -llps of Lhmpmlwar@nan of Gad,
this classic Utterance: “Nel’cher have I gone back from
the commandments of his lips; I have esteemed the
words of his ‘mouth more than my necessary food.”
Were we to foliow the narrative to its triumphant end,
we would find him accepted of God. Even though ihe
course he chose to pursue, met not the approval of his
friends, his wife and perhaps others, it met with the
approval of God. That, to Job, counted most;

O, this the desire of all desires, rising incompre.
hensibly higher than all others—and far more worthy
of achieving; this is the Christian’s ideal; To he ac-
cented of Him!

' —D. B. McCord,

ARGUING IT’S A SIN TO ARGUE

Strange as it may seem, many people will argue,
“IT'S A SIN, TO ARGUE.” Such a person stands self
rondemned, and will never be able to present what he
believes about any thing, For example we'll say he
is a preacher that doesn’t believe in debates, he be-
lieves “It's a sin to debate (argue).” Now all he'll
ever get to do is say, “I BELIEVE IT'S A SIN TO DE.
BATE." When he says that, if some one says, “I don’t
think so.” He can't reply, for if he does he’ll be
arguing, which he says is a sin. [f he preaches a
sermon against debates (arguing), he'll still be seilf
condemned; for in the sermon he'll have to present
arguments against debates, and that will be a one
sided argument.

From the above it is easy to see, a preacher that
doesn’t believe in debates can’t preach without being
self condemned, for a preacher has to present argu-
ments for what he preaches, so ever sermon is a one
sided argument. The preacher in his sermon is arguing
for, or against, something; and Webster defines ARGUE
as follows, “TO INVENT AND OFFER REASONS IN
SUPPORT OF, OR AGAINST, A PROPOSITION—TO DE-
BATE OR DISCUSS—TO PERSUADE BY REASON; AS,
TO ARGUE A MAN INTO A DIFFERENT OPINION.”
Now a sermon should consist of “REASONS IN SUP-
PORT OF, OR AGAINST, A PROPOSITION (‘that which
is offered for consideration' Webster),” and a preacher
should try to have in each sermon enough reasons
“TO PERSUADE BY REASONS; AS, TO ARGUE A MAN
INTO A DIFFERENT OPINION" if he has the wrong
opinion of “that which is offered for consideration.”

Here I am arguing it is ndt a sin to argue; if 1
preach what I am -writting, it will be arguing just as
much as it is by me writting it. If no one replies to
this it will be a one sided argument; and of course no
one will reply to it if he agrees with it. If he dis-
agrees with it he can’t reply without being self con-
demned, and if he does reply, it will be a two sided
argument, and that will be a debate, either in writing
or oral.

JLet us now consider some arguments given by peo-
ple whe believe it’s a sin 1o argue or debate. The most
of them will quote Rom. 1:29-32 which speaks of peo-
ple “Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication,
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; fuil of envy,
murder, DEBATE—who knowing the judgment of God,
that they which commit such things are worthy of
death.” After quoting this they say, “See, where God
puts debates? Right by the side of Murder, fornica-
tion, etc., and they all ‘are worthy of death’.” Then
they quote irom 2 Cor. 12:20 “Debates, envyings, wraths,

strifes, back-bitings, whisperings”" and say, “here. again
we find debates listed with a lot of other evils; ang
that is the only two times the new testament speaks
of debates, and each time they are condemned:"

Let us now test the argument against debates,
The word is found only twice in the new testament as
already stated, and I have just examined 25 other
translations of the Bible, and neither of theln have
the .Greek word in these verses translated DEBATE;
but instead of DEBATE as the King James Version has
it, they have, quarreling, contentions, strife: so let us
see what “Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of new test.
ament words” says this word means. “ERIS, ERIN
(Phil. 1:15), plural ERIDES (1 Cor. 1:11) and EREIS
(2-Cor. 12:20; Gal. 5:20; Titus 3:9); contention, strife,
wrangling: Rom. 1:29; 13:13; 1 Cor. 1:11; 3:3; 2 Cor.
12:20; Gal. 5:20; Phil. 1:15; 1 Tim. 6:4; Titus 3:9.” So
Thayer tells us this word means contention, strife,
wrangling; but let us see how the King James Version
translates it in the 9 times it translates the word from
the original Greek N. T. “1 Cor. 1:11 and Titus 3:9

“CONTENTION”; Rom. 13:13, 1 Cor. 3:3, Phil. 1:15 and
1 Tim. 8:4 “STRIFE”; Gal. 5:20 “VARIANCE"; Rom.
1:29 “DEBATE"; 1 Cor. 12:20 “DEBATES”. The R. V.

says “STRIFE” in Rom. 1:29 and 2 Cor. 12:20, and the
R.S. V. has “STRIFE"” in Rom. 1:29, and “QUARRELING"
in 2 Cor. 12:20; thus we see, the word “debate” as found
in the King James Version does not mean what we call
debates today, and is not so translated in the other
standard translations, such as the R.V,, ASV, RSV.
and over 20 others that I have just checked.

Webster defines debate as follows, ““To contend
for in words or arguments; to strive ito maintain by
reasoning; to dispute” WNow do we find Bible com-
mands or examples “TQO CONTEND FOR IN WORDS
OR ARGUMENT” or “TO DISPUTE"”? Let us examine
a few verses. Acts 15:1.2 “Certain men which came
down from Judea taught the brethren, and said, ex-
cept ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye
cannot be saved. When therefore Paul and Barnabas
had no small dissension and DISPUTATION with them,
they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain
others of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the
apostles and elders about this question.” Friends,
notice when some one taught error, Paul and Barnha-
bas didn't say, ‘‘we don't believe in arguing, or de-
bating” no, they had a big argument, or disputation
with them. The debate is then carried to Jerusalem,
and after much more disputing the debate (argument)
was won by those who had the truth (Acts 15:6-30).

Let us read Acts 17:16-17 “(Paul’s) spirit was
stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given io
idolatry. Therefore DISPUTED he in the synagogue
with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in
the market daily with them that met with him."”

From the foregoing Scriptures we find Paul in-
volved in a debate on circumcision, and also on idol-
atry; and in Acts 19:8-20, we find him DISPUTING
(debating) with others concerning the kingdom of
God, and “So mightily grew the word of God and pre-
vailed.”

We will now turn to Acts 9:29 and read of some
more of Paul's debates, “He spake boldly in-the name
of the Lord Jesus, and dispwted against the Grecians.”
Please notice, Paul didn't let the Grecians teach tae
wrong doctrine with out giving them opposition. e
disputed with them, and remember Webster says, “de



April 1, 1935

OLD PATHS ADVOCATE

Page Three

pzter, one who debates; a -disputant” so since Paul
was a disputant, he was a debater; and he said in
piil. 4:8 “Those things, which ye have both learned,
and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the
God of peace shall be with you.”

We read of another debater in Acts 6:3-10 “There
arose certa,i'n of the synagogue — disputing with
Stephen. And they were not able to resist the wisdom
and the spirit by which he spake” We are told by
Jude the apostle in Jude 3 “Ye should o_aarnestly con-
tend for the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints.” Cruden’s Concordance defines “CONTEND”
70 STRIVE—IN DEBATE OR DISCUSSION, TO DIS-
PUTE.” And Webster says, “DEBATE—TQO CONTEND
FOR IN WORDS OR ARGUMENTS—TO DISPUTE.”

In Acts 11:2-21, we find Peter doing as we are
taught in Jude 3; “And a great number believed, and
turned unto the Lord.” So let us "EARNESTLY CON-
TEND FOR THE FAITH” (Jude 3), “Striving together
for the faith of the gospel” (Phil, 1:27), and let us not
condemn people who follow Paul in disputing with
those who teach the wrong doctrine.

—E. H. Miller.

TIMELY SUGGESTIONS

Touching the heart: I heard a story told recently
about a badly crippled boy, who had to limp along on
his crutches and watch the other children play; for
whom all the other children always felt sorry, but hes-
itated to make any remarks to him about his affliction,
because the boy was always so gay and cheerful, and
thoughtful of others. But one day two of his class-
mates ventured to ask him how it was that he could
be sa cheerful and happy all the time—being so badly
crippled. To which the boy replied, that, “Oh, you see,
the polio didn't touch my heart.”

Suggestion: If we can always keep a cheerful heart,
and smile even through the tears, life will be much
moare beautiful for us and for others whom we may

meet. Smiles—like sun-shine, drive the dark clouds
away.
Suggestion: Be careful to always keep your words

soft and sweet—you might be called on to eat them
some time. .

A Faithfu! Mexican Church In Dallas: My Sugges-
tion concerning the work among the Spanish speaking
people in Texas in the February issue of the OPA had
some effect. Brother Joe Martinez, our faithful preach-
er, has been working in Dallas now for over a month,
The Vaughan Blvd. Church in Fort Worth supported
him for the first month, and the White Hall, congre-
gation, near Temple, is supporting him for another
month. They are giving him three hundred dollars
per month. He is a faithful and tireless worker. He
has found a small church house over in ‘Mexican
town,” and rented it, and they hope to have their first
service in it Lord's day (March 20).

We got Joe's nephew, brother John Martinez, out of
the Sunday School and cups church, and baptized his
wife. This John has a lot of ability, and is very stu-
dious, and says that he wants to learn to preach—
which I feel sure he can do.

I feel -that.I owe my space in this column to this
work, to try to acquaint the brotherhood with it, that
all may see and know the great opportunity which we
have here now.

Brother Joe Martinez is a very fine, refined Christian,

a good singer, and a good preacher; and he has the
one hundred percent backing of his home congrega-
tion.. He is humble, and willing to learn. I feel that
he should be supported with a good living for himself
and his family, and kept with this work here in Dallas
for at least one year. And if we can keep it going for
one year, we can keep it going indefinitely. But I be-
lieve that with one year’s work here, with the start he
already has, that he will have a good faithful Spanish
speaking congregation built up so they can take care
of themselves and help Joe to start another such con-
gregation.

Because the March issue of the OPA had no room for
this, T had to resort to letter writing to keep this work
going.

As of now, he has the two months support that I
mentioned, and besides this the 9th and Cldy congre-
gation in Waco promises to give him fifteen dollars
per month; Eola, San Angelo, and Sonora, Texas, all
are to give $12.50 each per month—for a while. The
Denley Drive congregation will do all they can. They
paid the rent on their church house ($30.00). I want
to mention this church house, too, in my suggestions:
It is a fair little house; pretty well located for them.
We have it rented with a contract that if, after a few
months, we want to buy it, for $3750.00, we pay fifty
dollars down, and the rent they have paid will go as
payments, and they continue to pay it out at the rate
of thirty dollars per month.

Brethren, 1 surely believe this is a grand and noble
work and such an opportunity as has not been af-
forded us since we found the faithful brethren in
Africa—where we now have many faithful cqongrega-
tions.

However you wish to send to this work is certainly
all right with me. You need not as much as think of
my name in connection with.it—the thing that counts
is to get the work done while we have it started.

You can send money direet to Joe Martinez, 2515
Denley Drive, Dallas, Texas, or send it to me, or, just
send. it to the Denley Drive Church of Christ—all at
the same address. And I will assure you that every
thing contributed will be reported fully in the QPA.

Final Suggestion: “Brethren, my heart’s desire and
prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved”
(Rom. 10:1).

Homer A. Gay.

HIS FIRST DEBATE

On January 17-18, I was called upon to moderate for
Bro. Orville Smith in his first debate, near Coalgate,
OKla., with William H. Baker. Bro. Smith affirmed
Bible statement, cammang, or example for only one
cup, and Bro. Baker affirmed Bible statement, com-
mand, or example for a plurality of cups.

Brother Smith had the mastery of the debate from
start to finish. He read 12 times of “a cup,” “the cup,”
“this cup,” and ‘“that cup,” then praved by Webster
that “A"” js “an-abbreviation of one as a table instead
of one table.” So “a cup" is an abbreviation of “one
cup.” He then showed a cup is a drinking vessel, or
the contents of a cup (not cups), and that we drink a
cup as we boil a pot (Job 41:31) saying, “there has to
be a pot before you can boil a pot and there has to be
a cup before you can drink a cup.” He read Ezek. 48:

(Continued on page 7)
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HERE AND THERE

The Special Issue—Our many thanks to all for the
hearty response to this issue of the OPA. We ordered
our printer to make us six thousand copies of it, and
just about all of them have been sent out—in fact—-
except for about four hundred, they were ordered before
we mailed out the special issue, and we now see that
we could have sold more if we had ordered them
printed, but we just did not know it in time. Many
have been the compliments of this issue. I would that
our brethren would wake up to the benefits of circu-
lating the printed page among the unsaved and the
ones in.error. Every church should keep a good supply
of the good tracts we. have in a convenient place so
that those in need of teaching on such questions might
receive that teaching., We hope that none felt slighted
because they were not asked to write, for we could
not use articles by all. We hope that in the not too
distant future, a special issue may be published, deal-
ing with innovations.

Camp Meeting. Sulphur, Oklahoma—While it may
seemn a little early to be advertising this meeting, yet
we know that those who are intending to make the
trip, must know in time to make arrangements for it.
You should plan to arrive in time for the.last Sunday
in June and remain until the very last service, July 4.
You will enjoy the first part of the meeting much more
than the crowded, busy, last day, the 4th. As always
in the pdst, the two old work-horses will be striving
to make it a love-feast of spiritual good things, the
Lord willing. We look forward to good preaching, fer-
vent praying, the best of singing, and Christian asso-
ciation. Make your plans now o be with us all the
way.

Do You Need These Books And Tracts?

Old Path Echoes (No. 4), our 1955 song book, has
been received and is now being shipped out to our
customers. All who have examined it seem to think
it is one of our very best, if not the best yet. It is the
same size, same type, and same price as our 1944 book.
See price list elsewhere in this issue.

0Old Path Echoes (No. 3), our 1954 song baok, is.still
available, but our supply is very limited, as it sold
beyond our expectations.

The price—50c per copy; 40c per copy for five or
more; postpaid.

“0ld Paths Echoes (No.-2) (1953), same size, quality,
general purpose book as the others, and thought by
some to be the best we have ever made. ‘The price—
50c per copy; $5.00 per dozen; $10.00 for 25; $20.00 for
50; $40.00 for 100; postpaid.

“0ld Path Echoes” (1952), same size, price, and kind
as the'above named book, and one of the best we have
ever put out.

A Boolt of Sermons—"0ld Paths Pulpit,” a book of
33 sermons and essays, by 33.preachers of the church
of Chrlst, with photographs and short histories of each
preacher; covering nearly every suvb]ect of interest to
saint and sinner. Price—3$2.25; Postpaid.

A SPECIAL OFFER

For a limited time, we are making you a special
price on the tract, “The Communion.” by Ervin Waters,
a very able and comprehensive discussion of the various
phases of the Communion or Lord's Supper.

The regular price is 33c per copy, but our special
limited price is 25¢ per copy; 5 copies 31.00; 25 copies
$5.00; 100 copies $18.00; postage prepaid.

Our second special offer is, for a’ limited time we
will send you one hundred copies, packed as follows:
33 copies of The Communion, 33 copies of the Clark-
King Discussion, and 34 copies of the Clark-Harper
Debate, one shipment, for only $18.00, postpaid.

You cannot afford to miss this bargain on good
tracts to use in mission work. Every church should
have this collection on hands.

Send all orders to Old Paths Advocate, Box 333, Mo-
desto, Calif.

OUR NEW SONG BOOK FOR 1955

Since 1944, the OPA force has been publishing song
books for the faithful brotherhood, and we appreciale
beyond words the hearty response shown by the faith-
ful brotherhood in the use of these books. We believe
these books have filled a very great need in giving to
our brotherhood songs with life, spirit, beautiful melo-
dies, and yet words in harmony with the tenor of the
Scriptures. As before, we have tried to give you an-
other (the tenth book) true to the above description.

“Old Path Echoes” (No. 4) is the title of this book.
You will find about one third of the songs are the good
old hymns that have stood the test and are still loved.
About one-third are the tried songs you have sung
back through the past 5 to 20 years. These are the
songs that keep coming back to be repeated year after
year. Then the remaining third are songs that are
new to our brotherhood, many of which were written
and published for the first time this year or last year,
with a few others somewhat older, yet not used by us
before. We kept in mind in the making of this book,
the Lord's day worship, protractied meetings, invita.
tion songs, funerals, and song practice. If you like i
sing, you will like this book. It is ready for shipment.

Brother Gay said this about it: *“I have examined
the new song book, and I like it. I believe it has the
finest selection of invitation songs of any book that
we have put out, some new ones, and lots of the good
old songs of fifteen and twenty years ago.” Others
have said they like it even better than our 1954 book,
and you know what it is.

The price: Even though the book cost us a little
more, we are keeping the price the same as the past
few years; viz.; 50c per ‘single copy; 40c per copy fof
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five, or any number over five. Postage paid by us.
satisfaction guaranteed or your money back.

Send all orders to Old Paths Advocate, P. O. Box 333,
Modesto, Calif.
Note: In case, you live near Davis, Okla., you may
obtain books from Bro. W. 5. Cummings; or if you are
near Lebanoh, Mo., you may obtain them from Harold
King, 103 Crestline Addition, as they have a supply
in stock.

—Homer L. King.

OUR HELPERS

Under this heading each month, you will find the
names of our helpers from whom we have received one
or more subscriptions each month. Our sincere thanks
to all who have said or done anything for the advance-
ment of the paper. Your efforts are always appre-
ciated, and we ask you to keep up the good work.
Please, check the following:

J. Ervin Waters—22; A. O. Roberts—10; E. H. Miller
—5; Homer L. King—5; Ralph Kitson—5; Mrs. L. N. By-
ford—5; Mrs. R. L. Cansler—5; Carlos B. Smith—4; Er-
nie Lewis—4; Jack Ivey—4; Tommy Shaw—4; J. W.
McKeand—3; Ferd Roberson—2; Elmer Sutton—2; Ted
Warwick—2; Billy Orten—2; Gene Hopkins—2; Mrs.
Lee R. Willilams—2; Mrs. Russ Permenter—2; J. W.
Groves—2; Mrs. Charlie Warren—2; Geneva Rose—2;
Jesse C. French—1; U. P. Evitt—{; Wilson Burnell—1;
Wayne Fussell—1; Jimmy Shaw—1; Paul O. Nichols—
1; John Roberson—1; Lewis Malcum—1; Ronny Wade
—1; Dayton Clouse—1; Johnny Stevens—1; Maudie
Ridenour—1; Ollie Howard—1; Mrs. Verle Seeley—1;
Geo. G. Freeman—1; Mrs. Katie Thompson—1; Clyde
Padgett—1; Glen Gadberry—1; Mrs. O. T. Finto—1;
Mrs, W. T. Murphy—1; Mrs. Otis Burrows—1; Mrs. Joe
Gilley—1; J. R. Tidmore—1; Mrs. Minnie Foster—I;
Mrs. Glen Jamesorn—1; E. J. Smith, Jr.—1; G. B. Harrell
—1; Total—123.

SPECIAL NOTICE

I have a few orders for one pint silver plated com-
munion cup with 8§ inch plate to match. These are
$14.80 per set postpaid. However the manufacturer
has written me that they cannot make them unless I
have 24 more sets made at the same time. I will re.
turn the money for these orders unless others order
soon. If any congregation wants a set, send me a
card. If I get enough orders to get them made, I'll
order and notify money to be sent. These are from
England, and I am selling them wholesale. It costs
about this much to get them resilvered when it is
needed. Let me hear from you soon.

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga.

SULPHUR MEETING

The Sulphur, Oklahoma Meeting: It is time that all
were making plans to attend the Sulphur meeting be-
ginning June 25th, and concluding July 4th, with the
ALL DAY MEETING. Will Bill Roden, or some one
well acquainted in Sulphur, make Inquiry, and an-
nounce about cabins and other places to stay. Folks
are already writing to me about reservations. We are
closing here in Dallas the third Lord's day in April with
an all day meeting, and would-appreciate all visitors.

Homer A. Gay.

WATERS-HATHAWAY DISCUSSION

You are invited to attend this series of discussions
at Little Rock, Arkansas, April 11-14, on the corner of
10th and BSchiller Streets. I will affirm on the one
cup the first two nights and Lester Hathaway will af-
firm on the individual drinking vessels the last two
nights. This is one of the living issues of the day.

—J. Ervin Waters,

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY

The work on the new church directory for 1955 has
been slow, due to lack of cooperation. I have listed,
265 faithful congregations, and thus far only 113 have
sent information. There remains 152 to be contacted,
and at present, I am very discouraged. If you want
the work on the new directory to continue, please drop
me a card with location of place of worship. time of
services, name and addresses of leaders, at once. Do
not send any orders for the new directories and 1 will
refund to those who have already ordered, if the new
ones are nat published. Please note my new address
is: 1420 SW 56th St., Oklahoma City, Okla.

—Ray Asplin.

APPRECIATION

Since my illness, I have received so many cards and
letters that it is beyond my strength to answer each
one. So, please accept this as my sincere appreciation
to all. More than anything, I was glad to hear so many
offered up prayers to the Father for my recovery. 1 am
sorry there was a grave mistake made in the diagnosis
of my illness, but thanks be to God, it was to my ad-
vantage. When they sent me to Bret Harte sanatarium,
they could not hold me on suspicion of lung trouble,
so they gave me all the tests to find the cause, and I
came out with a clean bill of health, except asthma.
This lifted such a load off my mind. I have been
home since Friday, and was able to go to church Lord’s
day. I am still weak but gaining in strength. Please
cantinue your prayers for me. C. H. Lee,

OUR DEPARTED

Dukes—Brother Tobe Dukes, of near Malone, Ala.,
died Jan. 9, 1955 in the home of his son, Bro. Albert
Dukes. _He was over 84 years of age, and was blind.
My father, G. A. Canfield, baptized Bro. Dukes in Aug.
of 1953, and he remained faithful until death. When
I visited him last Nov., he told me he would soon join
my father in a better land. The family has my sym-

pathy, for T know the loss of a good father.

—Jim A. Canfield.

Orr—Brother Howton Luther Orr was born Dec. 7,
1895, in Puinam, Okla., and departed this life Jan.
22, 1955 in St. Anthony's hospital in Oklahoma City,
after an illness of several weeks, Bro. Orr obeyed the
gospel at the age of 41, and lived a faithful, consecrat-
ed life until death. Most of his life had been spent in
Sentinel, Okla., having moved to Oklahoma City, only
a few months prior to his death. He is survived by
his wife, Sister Grace -Orr; a daughter, Sister Jeanette
Waits; a son, Alonzo Orr; one sister, one brother, and
a host of other relatives and friends. Services were
held at Third St. church of Christ in Sentinel, Okla.
The writer spoke words of comfort and conselation to
the bereaved.

—R. B. Roden,
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Beard—Bro. Andrew Porter Beard,. son of Mr. and
Mrs. Alvin . Beard, was born in Ky., Jan. 6, 1866, and de-
parted this life Jan, 11, 1955, at Wallace hospital in Le-
banon, Mo., at the age of 89 years. He came to lac-
lede county in Missouri, at the age of 17, and most of
his life was spent around Orla, Mo. He was married
to Miss Effie King, and 8 children were born to this
union, one son, Ellis, died in infancy. His wife pre-
ceded him in death in 1949. He was a devoted mem-
ber of the church of Christ. Survivoers include 3 daugh-
ters, Mrs. Grace Massey, Mrs. Sylvia Hillhouse, and Mrs.
Bessie Hillhouse, all of Competition, Mo.; 4 sons, Bill,
of Tulsa, Okla.; L.A., of Orla, Mo,.; Virgil, Oakland,
Mo.; and C. V., of Niangua, Mo.; 17 grandchildren, 24
great grandchildren, and a host of relatives and friends.
Services were conducted at the McBride -church by Bro.
Lynwood Smith, Wesson, Miss.,, with prayer by Bro.
Johnny Elmore, Ardmore, Okla. A quartet from the
Lees Summit congregation composed of Bro. and- Sis-
ter Kenneth Triplétt, Bro. Paul Triplett, and Bro. Homer
Gay, Jr., sang several beautiful numbers. The beau-
tiful floral offerings attested to the esteem in which
he was held. Pall bearers were grandsons, Dale, Don-
nie, and Robert Hillhouse, Billy and Pern Massey, and
also Kenneth Woody. Burial was in McBride cemetery.

Comment: Although no surprise, yet I was shocked
to receive the sad news of the passing of the above
brother. He was the husband of my hali-sister, who
preceded him in the crossing a few years. I remem-
ber him from infancy, and to Know him was to love
him. He was just one oif the kindest, sweetest, lov-
able men I ever knew. My deepest sympathy to all the
family. —Homer L. King.

Prince—Brother George Prince, departed this life Feb.
23, 1955, and was laid to rest at Napoleon, Ala. He
obeyed thie gospel in early life and continued true to
the faith until his death. We feel sure there is a crown
of life awaiting him (Rev. 2:10). Bro, Prince was the
uncle of Brethren Gillis and Foster Prince. Our pray-
ers are for his loved ones, The writer spoke words of
comfort. —Bud Parker.

Watts-—Danny Joe Watts was born Feh. 22, 195¢ and
departed this life Jan. 25, 1955. He is survived by
his mother; one brother, Donald; grandparents, Mr. and
Mrs. Isam Watts, Corcoran, Calif.; grandmother, Mrs.
Bessie Croran, Hanford, Calif.; great grandfather E. L.
Allen, Coreoran; several aunts and uncles. Their loss
is heaven's gain. Words of comfort were spoken by
the writer. —Glenn M. Lewis.

Robison—Bro. Walter K. Robison was born April 10,
1892, and died Feb. 27, 1955. He was baptized into
Christ, Jan. 20, 1912, He is survived by his wife, Sister
Ada Alta Robison; a son, Floyd Lee; 2 grand children,
one brother, and a host of Christian friends. Services
were conducted by the writer in the church of Christ
building at Orange Cove, Calif. —Glenn M. Lewis.

THE AFRICAN WORK

By Paul O. Nichols

The Lord’s work continues to go forward jin Nyasa-
land, but not withoui adversities. One of our preach-
ers died in November, so I have been informed by Bro-
‘ther Severe. And not long agoe he himself was out
preaching and was overcome with an attack of ma-
laria. Some of the people carried him by foot forty
miles to his home at Wendewende Village. One of
the other- preachers came home not long ago with a

bad case of sore eyes and aas still sick when Bro. Se.
vere wrote,

While there is sadness and hardship encountered by
those who are preaching the Gospel in Africa, there i
also joy in seeing people respond in obedience. B,
Severe baptized 15 at one place and Bro. Lichapa bap-
tized sixty-five at another place. Other of the preach-
ers have been baptizing at different places, too. Such
news as this helps to brighten the dark spots in the
work.

We are happy to report that we now have enough
money to buy the motoreycle for Bro. Severe in order
to provide him-with adequate transportation fo get
around to the different places and to do the work that
is required of. him. May we thank all of the good
brethren and sisters who had a part in this good work,
Also let us express our sincere appreciation for the in.
terest of some of the congregations in sending a
monthly contribution to the support of the African
preachers. There are now eight that have decided 1o
do this regularly for a while. And, of course, the
preachers receiving the support are so thankful for it
Bro. Severe recently wrote, “This is the worst time of
the famine over here,  but we are getting a little bit
well, just because of your support, I would -niot now
be living. I think that I should have been dead al
ready.” Another time he wrote, “If it was not for the
support which the brethren sent us, I don't know; our
living ‘would be none.”

Due to the Special Issue of the Q. P. A. in which ne
reports were included last month, we will combine the
report of donations for March and April. Donations
from churches: Ottumwa, 1a.—$75.00; Lee’s Summit,
Mo.—850.00; Harrodsburg, Ind.—$44.00; Washington,
Okla.—$40.00; Armona, Calif. — $30.00; Ada, Okla.—
$30.00; and Wichita Falls, (N. 6th St.) Tex.—$20.00.
Donations from individuals: D. M. Davis, Santee, Calif.
—3$20.00; A Sister, El Centro, Calif.—$20.00; Louie Gibbs,
Los Angeles, Calif.—$15.00; Woodard Clouse, Phillips-
burg, Mo.—$10.00; L. H. Frizzell, Chula Vista, Calif.—
$10.00; A. J. Mason, Watsonville, Calif.—85.00; Total
—8369.00.

MY POSITION ON CARNAL WARFARE

I cannot participate in military service in any form,
directly or indirectly, in combatant or noncombatant
service, because:

1. My duty and obligation to my God is superior to
all other obligations (Matt. 22:37; Matt. 6:33; Acts
5:29).

2, My God in the Bible forbids that I engage in carnal
warfare in the following references:

“Put up thy sword,” “For all they that take the sword
shall perish with the sword” (Matt. 26:52)—Jesus.

“My Kingdom is not of this world” (Jno. 18:36).

“TFor the weapons of our warfare are not carnal” (2
Cor. 10:3, 4).

“Love your enemies” (Matt. 5:44); “Turn the other
cheek” (Matt. 5:39).

“Recompense to no man evil for evil” (Rom. 12:17).

3. To enter any military branch or service. comba-
tant or noneombatant, I would be compelled to “swear”
(take an oath), but the Bible forbids that I do so
(“Swear not at all”—Jesis, Matt. 5:34).

4, To enter any military service I would be compelled
to be yoked with unbelievers, which is forbidd :n—"Be
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers” (2 Cor.
6:14).
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5. To be in any branch of military service in any
way, I would be a part of the organization and would
therefore have fellowship in the service, but such is
prohibited; thus: “Have no fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them”
(Eph. 5:11).,

6. To serve in any way in the military service, I
would be deprived of obeying the command to assem-
ble on Lord’s day to worship God in the Eible way, ai
least part of the time, hence would disobey God (Heb.
10:25; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1, 2).

Therefore, I cannot conscientiously engage in carnal
war in any form or branch, and for the above reasons,
1 authorize my name to be listed in support of the
above principles.

—Curtis Harris, 1109 E. Madison St. ,Cottage Grove
Oreg.

—John Smith, Route 1, Box 104, Wesson, Miss.

—John F. Carter, Jr., 332 Campus Dr., Arvin, Calif.

—Charles E. Perkins, Box 386, Sabinal, Texas

—Alto Whigham, 121 Valentine St., Geneva, Ala.

HIS FIRST DEBATE—

(Continued from page three)
23—“Benjamin shall have a portion (margin, “one
portion*),” proving a means one,

Bro Baker agreed to only one cup, but said cup was
used metonymically, “the container for the contained.”
He then read from Thayer, “the contents of the cup,
what is offered to be drunk, “Bro. Smith showed he
still had “the cup,” “the container”— That the contents
was in the cup, not cups; so the cup we drink (I Cor.
11:26) is the contents of the cup, but that the container
was a cup, not cups. He then showed from a chart he
had on the wall that Thayer said cup in Mt. 26:27 and
Mk. 14:23 means “a cup, a drinking vessel—the thing
out of which one drinks—the vessel out of which cne
drinks,” and Baker said, “I'll accept the definition of
the chart, I'll just accept them all.” So he agreed Jesus
took "a drinking vessel” and that the apostles drank
out of the drinking vessel in Mt. 26:27 and Mk. 14:23,
but he said, “The cup at Ephesus and the cup at Corinth
were two different containers, were in two different
containers—one over in Ephesus, one over in Corinth.”
Bro. Smith showed that was what his proposition
taught, “in the assembly of the Church of Christ only
one cup (drinking vessel) must be used in the distri-
bution of the fruit of the vine.” Not one cup for two
congregations, but one cup for each congregation as
Bro. Baker admitted Ephesus and Corinth had.

Bro. Baker read Mt. 26:27-29, changing ‘the words
cup, it. my blood, new testament. and fruit of the vine
to solid container. Bro. Smiih showed cup there means
solid container, “The vessel out of which one drinlks”
(Thayer, P. 510) as admitted by Baker on chart, but
that blood, fruit of the vine, etc., was the contents, not
the contaiher. Rro. Baker said the cup was the blood,
so Bro. Smith put up a chart changing cup to blood in
Lk. 22:20 and I Cor. 11:25, Bro. Baker read it and said,
““This BLOOD is the new ‘testament in my blood.” now
doesn’t that sound silly?” So he admitted his argu-
ment was silly.

Bro. Smith also on his ehart had cup in Lk. 22:20
changed to fruit of the vine, thus, “This fruit of the
vine is the new testament in my blood” thus showing
if the cup was the fruit of the vine as Baker also
claimed it was, that cup and fruit of the vine would
represent the new testament which Baker said, and I

quote, “The new testament was ratified by the blood.”
So Bro. Smith showed from this, the cup was not the
blood that ratified the new testament, but was the
new testament ratified by (in) the blood.

Bro. Baker said, “I can shout and I can stomp just
as loud as he can, but just like I've.said, an empty
wagon makes a lot of noise.” Then he stomped the
floor real hard, which Bro. Smith did not. do; so Bro.
Smith reminded the people that Baker beat on a bar-
rel with his hand and stomped the floor with his foot,
thus demonstrating and admitting he was the empty
wagon.

Bro. Baker slured a lot at an-article in OPA by Bro.
Waters on The Peace Church of Christ. Bro. Smith
showed it was like The Broadway Church of Christ, the
C. of C. that meets on Broadway; the peace C. of C.,
the C. of C. that believes in peace, instead of sending
Christians from congregations over here to kill Christ-
ians over in other countries like Bro. Baker and others
like him believe in doing. He then said, and I'll de-
bate you just as quick on the war guestion as on the
cup question. But Bro. Baker didn't seem interested.
Bro. Smith called on him to debate the same proposi-
tions on cups at his place of worship, but Bro. Baker
still didn’t seem interested. —E. H. Miller.

A FRIEND
Jesus is the greatest friend this world has ever
known. He proved His love and friendship for us by
giving his life on the cross of Calvary, ‘‘Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends” (Jno., 15:13). But Jesus died even for
his enemies. T wonder if we really appreciate this
great deed of friendship? We can show our apprecia-
tion by rendering obedience to his teachings, living
the Christian life by following the teachings of the
New Testament. Jesus said, “Ye are my friends, if ye
do whatsoever 1 command you” (Jno. 15:14)., When
we fail to do His commandments, then are we the
enemy of the Christ. He tells us what awaits His
enemies, “The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thes. 1:7, 8).
We can not be a friend of Christ and the world at the
same time, for ane is against the other. Christ stands
for righteousness and salvation, the world is for sin.
I am thankful our Savior devised a plan where by we
might receive remission of sins and be partakers of
life everlasting.
“When your heart is sad and lonely and your friends
seem far away,
Turn to Him who loved you dearly and He'll drive
your cares away.”
“When a dear one Seems to fail you, when for friend-
ship true you long,
Confide in Him who is ever true, and He'll right your
every wrong.”
“Jesus' heart is your true refuge, to Him you can al-
ways flee,
Even when your hopes are sinking, He will then a
true friend be.”
“He will sooth your lonely spirit, He will love and
bless and say,
Come to me and I will comfort you today and every
day.”
—R. L. Hutchings, 2813 The Mall, Dallas, Tex,
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C. D. DeGough, 806 Morning Dr., Bakersfield, Calif.,
Jan. 26.—Bro. Ted Warwick preached for us Lord's day
morning and night. We love him for his work's sake.

O. 8. Harris, Garrison, Tex., Feb. 16.—Feb, 25 Mar.
3, Bro. Miller will hold a meeting for us at Vim church,
7% miles S. E, of Garrison, We invite visitors.

Thomas Stiner, LeContes Mills, Pa,, Jan, 24—We are
about as usual in health and the wark of the Church
is much better. Here are 4 subs.

A. B. Caudle, 6932 Hickory, Orangevale, Calif.,, Jan.
24.—I am sorry I did not mention the help of the Wa-
terford brethren in our meeting, We are so very thank-
ful to all.

R. B. Roden, 2860 NW 21, Oklahoma City, Okla., Jan.
19—The church here on Tth St., is doing fine, We had
a very enjoyable meeting at Washington on New Year's
‘day. I preached at Stilwell last Lord's day to good
crowds. Here are 2 subs.

R. L. Cansler, Rte. 2, Bowie, Tex., Feb, 19.—~We are
few in number, but strive to be faithful. Outside at-
tendance is good. Bro. Morris held us a very good
meeting last summer. Here are 5 subs.

Elmer Sutton, Bardley, Mo., Feb. 21.—Here are 2 subs.
We surely enjoy reading the OPA, and it seems to be
getting better. Bro. King, we appreciate your efforts for
the paper, and our prayers are for you.

Thomas Murphy, Liberty, Ky.. Feb. 11.—-The church
here is about as usual, and we are thankful for the
many blessings. We rejoice to read of the good preach-
ing being done. Here are 2 subs.

E. A. Hendrix, Rte, 1, Box 508, Kerman, Calif., Feb.
18.—The church formerly meeting in Madera, Calif,
now meets in Hiway City at 5230 Market St., 134 blocks
off highway 99. ’

B. E. Lewis, Box 393, Armona, Calif., Feb. 28.—The
church here is enjoying an increased interest among
the members. We have bought new seats and im-
proved the building. I baptized 5 in Oct. The future
looks bright. Here are some subs.

Joe Howard, 1804 S. Cherokee, Lodi, Calif.,, Feb. 11.—
Bro. Eugene Qualls of Tulare, Calif.,, who formerly met
with the cups brethren, has taken his stand for the
Truth and is ready to preach the gospel. He is anxious
to get into the work.

Fred Kirbo, Wilson, Qkla., Jan. 31.—I just closed a
meeting at Mt. Zion near Jerusalem, Ark., with 7 con-
fessions of faults. Crowds were goad despite bad wea-
ther. They are fine brethren. I leave today for a
meeting at Tucson where we have about 6 members.
Love to all my brethren.

John J. Bennison, 220 E. Threadneedle, Beaumont,
Tex., Jan. 27.—OQur little congregatipn is growing in
membership, strength, and knowledge. Jan. 16, g
sister was added to us. Bro. Jack Buchanan baptized
her. Please pray for us.

Geo. W. McCain, R. 1, Box 3482, Redding, Calif., Feb,
12.—-Brethren Luther Boek and Jim Thompson have
been giving us good lessons. We meet 4 miles east of
Redding on 44 highway. We invite visitors.

Bud Parker, Rte. 2, LaGrange, Ga., Feb, 28.—Since
last report, I have preached at Union Hill and Law.
renceburg, Tenn. (Frank St.), Columbus and Tempie,
Ga., and Napoleon, Ala. I preached to a wonderfu}
crowd at home last night. I still have time for about
2 more meetings this summer.

Irving Stockton, Thompsons, Tex., Feb. 16.—Jan. 2.
20, the church at White Hall, Tex., sponhsored M. J,
Buffington of Austin, in personal work at Rosenbery,
Tex. Many homes were contacted among the people
of Rosenberg. We believe much good will come of
this work.

James R. Stewart, Rte. 1, Bernie, Mo., Feb. 10.—The
work at Powe continues with good attendance in spite
of bad weather and sickness. They are showing mark.
ed improvement in teaching and singing. Our prayers
have been for the recovery of Brethren C. H. Lee and
Ervin Waters.

Miles King, 5001 Duval, Austin, Tex., Feb. 15.—For the
past two months, I have been working with the con-
gregations at Memphis, Tenn., and Jerusalem and Lit-
lle Rock, Ark. Two were baptized at Memphis. Mar
4, Bra. Kirbo begins a meeting at Little Rock. I look
forward to being with the brethren near Pocahontas,
Ark., this week end.

Wayne Pearce, R. 1, Box 24, Commodore, Pa., Jan. 17.
—Bro. 1. D. Corson has just closed a very interesting
series of meetings at Lovejoy. We had good support
from brethren at Flemington. Brethren Kramer and
Orner attended several nights, and Bro. Kramer gave
us a good lesson Jan. 9. Bro. Paul Mackey gave a good
lesson Jan. 16. Here are 5 subs.

J. W. Kornegay, 432 Drummond Pk., Panama City,
Fla., Mar. 13.—The church here is growing, with 3 bap-
tized, 3 restored, and several confessions of faults this
year. The first week in Jan., Bro. Miller preached 3
nights for us which we enjoyed. Mar. 20, Brethren
Chatman Grimes and Dewitt Palmer will hold us 2
meeting. We are always glad to have visitors.

D. B. McCord, 16720 Greenhaven Covina, Calif., March
18—Since last reporting, I have preached at Montebeilo,
Orange, Lynwood, Norco and here at home. Gayland
Osburn’s preaching has been good and enjoyed here at
home. We would like for all of our faithful preaching
brethren to feel free to come by and preach for us
when you come our way; feel free to write and let us
know. May God richly bless the church!

Burnice Weeks, Kinston, Ala., March 16.—Brother De-
Witt Palmer and Brother Chatman Grimes are to hold a
meeting at Panama City, Fla,, beginning the 4th Sun-
day in March, and I hope to be with them. I have re
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cently preached at Mt. Pleasant, and also Panama City,
Fla. My prayer is that we all work together. Pray
{for me.

O. S. Harris, Garrison, Tex., Mar, 8—Bro. E. H. Miller
held a very good meeting for us, and opened the eyes
of sever2l very zealous members of the digressive
churches. We are few in number but know assuredly
we can aonly worship one way, God's way., We invite
visitors each Lord’s day at 10:30 A.M., at Vim church
of Christ, 7% miles S.E. of Garrison on an all weather
road.

Ralph Kitson, Mozier, Iil., Mar. 6.—Bro. Jack Ivey will
begin a meeting here Mar. 26. We have a brother in
the church here, Bro. Geo. Swearingin, who is badly in
need of help. During his stay in the hospital, the doc-
tors removed twd-thirds of his stomach. His wife has
also been in the hospital. If you are able to-help with
any amount no matter how small, just send it to me
and I'll see he gets it. '

Earl Wooster, 501 Jacinto, Tucson, Ariz., Jan. 20.—I
recently moved here from LeContes Mills, Pa.
few in number and seek the prayers and help of the
brethren elsewhere. If you can help us financially,
send to: Lloyd Oakes, 443 Amphi-Theater, Tucson,
Ariz. We now meset in the home of Bro. Joseph Fields,
420 W. Tennessee. We invite brethren to stop and be
with us. Bro. Kirbe is 10 hold a meeting for us Feb.
2. Pray for us.

Tommy Shaw, Commeodore, Pa, Mar, 16.—Feb, 27-
Mar. 6, I preached at week-end appointments at Mc-
Alester, Broken Bow, and Golden, Okla. I also helped
in 2 meeting in Texarkana in which Brethren Billy Or-
ten, Wayne Fussell, Leon Fancher, and my brother Jim-
my, preached. Mar. 11, I began the meeting at Ada,
Okla., which is still in progress., My next will be at
Healdton, Okla., Apr. 8-17.

Tom E. Smith, 302 Phillips, Healdton, Okla., Mar. 16.
—I received the bundie of the Special Issue of OPA
which the church here ordered. It is fine, and we plan
to use it along with our advertising for the meeting to
be conducted here by Bro. Tommy Shaw, Apr. 8-17. Our
son, C. A, has been discharged, from the Navy and we
are so thankful. :

Jack Cutter, Rte. 2, Crescent, Okla., Mar. 16— am
now in a meeting at Dougherty, Okla., witlh good in-
terest, to continue through Mar. 20. During Jan., I was
in Mich., and enjoyed being with brethren at Pontiaec,
Melford, and Grand Rapids. Since returning to ihe
southwest, I attended the Miller-Hathaway discussion
at Texarkana, and have heen busy with week-end ap-
pointments.

Ed L. Nichols, 3201 NW 52nd St, Oklahoma City.
Okla., Feb, 15.—We enjoyed aur stay with the small
group at Grand Rapids, Mich., and are now making our
home in Oklahoma City. During the last few months,
I have preached once or more at the following places:
Oklahoma City (both Tth St. and Capitol Hill), Davis,
Sulphur, Dougherty, Spaulding, Fredrick, Okla., Hora-
tio, Ark., and Siskiyou St., in Los Angeles, Calif.

_Luther Boek, 5601 North Ave., Carmichael, Calif.,, Jan.
25—I want to correct an error in the last report. We
had two baptisms, Bro, Winchester baptized one and
50 did I. Jan. 16, I helped with the teaching at Red-
ding. They need help. I did the teaching at my home
congregation, Jan. 23, and there were 5 baptisms. Here
18 the address of our place of meeting: 4811 Auburn
Blvd., Sacramento. We are about 10 miles north of the
city on highway 40. Here are 2 subs. Pray for us.

We are

J. R. Tidmore, Box 93, Broken Bow, Okla., Mar. 17.—
1 was at Legal, last Lord’s day which I enjoyed. We
had a nice crowd. I was at Golden that night for ser-
vices, "where we baptized 3, a fine couple and their son.
We are still working and building up_the Cause here.
The first Lord’s day in April, I am to be at McAlester,
the Lord willing.

Orville L. Smith, 4208 Wall, Joplin, Mo., Jan. 21.—I
held a meeting at Pine, Okla,, followed by a discussion
of cups in the commmunion, Jan. 17-18, at Pine school
house. Bro. Miller moderated for me, and Bro. Baker’s
moderator was Bro. Joe Crumbley. Bro. Miller's won-
derful knowledge helped me tremendously. Legal con-
gregation sponsored the meeting at Pine. We appre-
clated the attendance of brethren from McAlester, Ada,
and Legal. Bro. Wayne Fussell led the singing the first
night of the discussion.

Leon Fancher, Box 41, Horatio, Ark. Mar. 17.—The
mission work here continues to be supported by Ada,
Washington, Stroud, Sulphur, and Oklahoma City (7th
St.), Okla. The church here has grown some since the
first of the year, with one baptism and one restoration.
Last Lord’s day, I preached at Oak Grove and one obey-
ed the gospel. Before long, the church at Dierks will
be able to meet in their own building. We are thankful
that Bro. Jimmy Shaw is now being supported at Tex-
arkana and is doing a good work. We plan to wark
together in mission meetings this summer and I look
forward to it. Pray for us. God bless the faithful.

Tom E. Smith, 302 Phillips, Healdton, Okla., Feb. 7—
Jan. 23, I was at Tulsa, for both morning and evening
services. They are a zealous group. Jan. 30, wife and
I were at Sentinel for two enjoyable services and at
Cordell in the afternoon. Feb. 6, I was at Graham for
the morning service, Dougherty for the afternoon, and
Davis that evening. We have decided to have singing
at Graham each first Lord's day afterncon. Neighbor-
ing congregations please take note and come help us
make it a success.

W. H. Hilton. 716 La Paloma Rd., Richmond 11, Calif.,
Mar. 7.—Bro. Allen is reporting the donations we have
received. They have been very good. but yet we need
more. Brethren, if you only realized the need. I feel
vou would help us. Here in a radius of 25 miles. there
is a million and a half people. The nearest faithful
congregation is 65 miles away., We have 20 or 25 mem-
bers, fine brethren. In the past, I have made sacrifices
for a number of congregations, and established several.
1 feel you could help us buy a suitable place for wor-
ship, and I am depending on you. Pray for us.

Perry Allen, 600 La Paloma Rd., Richmond 11, Calif.,
Mar. 7.~Since last report Jan. 16, we have received the
following donations to help on the purchase of a build-
ing: Waco, Tex.—$25.00; Mozier, Il1.—§$10.00; Sister
Olive Wilburn, Stockton, Calif—$20.00; Porterville,
Calif.—850.00; Montebello. Calif.—$25.00; Drury, Mo.—
$50.00. Bakersfield. Calif.—3530.00; Corcoran. Calif.—
$100.00; Bro. Louie Gibbs—$10.00; Qklahema City. Okla.
(7th St.)—5$50.00; Yuba City, Calif.—$71.92; Total—
8461.92. Total received to date-—5611.92. We apore-
ciate the generosity and Christian love manifested by
these bretiiren.

Tommy Shaw, Commodore, Pa.. Feb. 14.~Since last
report, I have preached for several congregations in the
mid-west. In Jan, I held a meeting at Stockton, Calif,,
which Tesulted in two taking their stand for the Truth.
They had been meeting with the cups brethren, but be-
ing doubtful of the seripturalness of the use of cups in
the communion, had been studying the question. We
had a number of preachers in attendance which we ap-
preciated. Last night. I heard Bro. H. E. Robertson
give a fine lesson at Shrevepert, La. 1 begin Mar. 11,
at Ada, Okla.

Eugene Qualls, Rte. 3, Box 635, Tulare, Calif., Feb.
26.—We desire your prayers at Earlimart. We are few
but we know God is with us. I want to thank everyone
including the OPA, and Bro. Waters for his tract on the
Communion, for helping me find the truth. During a
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meeting at Earlimart by Bro, Joe Howard, I made my
confession for heing wrong in my teaching and belief
on this subject. I need your prayers. I was glad to
meet Bro. John Reynolds. Bro. Allen has been much
help to me. We appreciate the help of Forterville and
Corcoran at Earlimart.

Wayne DeGough, 135 48th St, Albuquergue, N. M.,
Mar. 17.—We are still working with the congregation
here, meeting in the home of Bro. H. C. Hogland, Sr.
We are hopeful of good being done, though circum-
stances seem much against us. If you know of any-
one I should visit, please contact me, giving address
and phone number if possible. .I have received the
following support for Feb. and Mar.: Siskiyou St. (Los
Angeles)—$300.00; Montebelio, Calif.—$300.00; Glen-
dora. Calif.—$100.00; Fresno, Calif.
$75.00. If you need me, call me.

Larry Ballard, 7423 Sundown Dr., Houston 16, Tex.,
Feb. 1.—The church formerly meeting in the Sunset
Hts. Civic Club Bldg., now has purchased a building
at 800 Aurora St., in Houston. This is just 2 blocks
from the former meeting place and just off N. Main
St. We want to acknowledge the following donations:
Church at Ft. Worth—$100.00; Church at Eola, Tex.—
$100.00; Church at Wichita Falls, Tex.—$100; Church at
Shreveport, La.—8100.00; Sister Cohea, Compton, Calif.
—835.00. We certainly appreciate this help.

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., Feb. 17.—I
baptized one last night and there have been several
confessions of fault in the past few weeks, also sev-
eral prospects for conversion. I accepted a challenge
made by Bro. John O’Dowd of Houston, Tex., and we
will discuss cups, loaves, classes, and women teachers,
either Mar. 14-17, or Mar, 9-12. I have offered either
date, propositions have been signed, and 1 await his
‘reply as to date here, then date for Houston will be set
later.

(Orange Ave.)—

James D. Corson, Mahaffey, Pa.,, Feb. 7.—Jan. 9, I
closed the meeting at Love Joy with good attendance
and interest. The last 2 weeks of Jan., I preached and
did personal work at Flemington. The cooperdtion
was fine and I enjoyed the work in my home’ state.
Feb. 3-6, I made personal calls and preached over the
week end at LeContes Mills. I am now preparing to
go to Cumberland, Md., to investigate possibilities.
(Under date of Mar. 1)—The work at Cumberland con-
tinues with 10 members meeting and the future looks
bright. I expect to continue with them for some time
thanks to the help of Flemington and Lovejoy.

Amos Doud, G. D., Selah, Wash., Jan. 24.—The church
at Yakima meets at 1906 McKinley. We are few but
at peace. In Nov,, Bro. Miller held us a good meeting
with one baptism, 2 restored, and 14 confessions of
faults. We enjoyed very much the meeting Thanks-
giving Day. Last Lord's day . we attended services at
Seattle in the home of Bro. Witty. Bro. Charles Berna
gave a good lesson. There were 13 present. If you
know of members living in Seattle or Tacoma, contact
Bro. W. B. Witty, 1130 35th Ave. Seattle, Wash., or
Melvin Styres, 710 So. J. St. Tacoma, Wash.

Jim Canfield, (colored), Star Rte., Box 78, Marion, La,,
Feb. 1.—In Jan,, another precious soul came back to the
fold for which we are thankful. I plan to return to
Ala., in Mar, if I can get there. It is over 600 miles.
Bro. Dukes wraote me that Bro. Pitts, the S. S. and cups
preacher, 1 talked to, had never been back to bother
them. Brethren, the truth will put those in error, on
the get up and run. I appreciate all who helped me
preach the gospel to my race. Just one meeting will
not get the job done. Think how many times you
heard the gospel before you obeyed it.

M. E. Mountain, 1225. South St., Waterloo, Ia., Feb.
16.—The work on our building is at a standstill due
to lack of funds. We’'d like very much to have a
preacher here to work among. us, however we are not
able . to -support one. We can pay his transportation
to Waterloo and home when he leaves, and we have

a modern seven room house with a spare bedroom, so
he would be taken care of to the best of our ability,
He would not be deprived of going to the -Sulphur
meeting, as we plan to attend. If you can help us iy
this way, let me hear from you.

B. F. Leonard, 1714 Jackson, Huntington, W, Va,, Jan,
24.—The church -here is growing steadily. During {he
last month, 2 were baptized and 5 confessed faults. We
appreciate the good things Bro. Waters said about the
congregation here.. We hope only-to do what the Lard
commanded. We plan still -greater mission efforts this
year and next. We are having good singing each Sat-
urday ‘night, alternating every other Saturday night
with St. Albans. During Dec., our contributions were
the largest we have ever had. We have made some
improveme:nts on our building.

Gene Hopkins, 1105 W. 21, Tulsa, Okla., Mar. 14—
We want to thank the home congregation of Bro. Larry
Robertson in Ind.. for supporting Bro. H. E. Robertson
in personal work here from Oct. 31 to Mar. 13. During
this time we had 2 confessions. of faults for worshipping
in error in the-past. We have 5 sisters at Locust Grove
about 50 miles east of here, and each Lord's day some
of the Tulsa brethren help them in their services at
10:30 A. M. They want to buy a lot and build so jf
you can help financially, just send to me and I wil
see that they get it. Contact Bro. Robertson for any
information about them.

Johnny Elmore, G. D. Houston, Mo.,, Mar. 14.—This
year, I have preached at Tulsa, Ardmore, Ada, and
Marietta, Okla., Oak Grove, Ark. Wichita Falls, Tex,
(6th and Broadway), Mt. Home, Cross Hollows, Mt
Carney, and Lebanon, Mo. We began the mission work
in Mo., Mar. 1, starting at Houston. We have contacted
several outsiders, and yesterday had some of them
present at both services. -We believe this will be a
fruitful field for the Lord's ‘work. We also have in
mind several mission meetings near here. For the
month of Mar., we received support from the following
congregations: Clio, Mt. Carney, and Lebanon, Mo,
Kingman, Ind.; and Ardmore, Okla. For this we are
thankful. Pray for us in this work (Eph. 6:18-20).

Roy L. Hutchings, 2605 Gonzales, Dallas, Tex., Mar.
12.—Bro. Gay has been with us at Denley Dr., for the
past 2 months, and our attendance, interest, teaching
abilities, and singing has been much improved. We
have certainly enjoyed having them with us. I en
joyed being with the congregation in Milicia the second
Lord’s day. July 8-18, I plan to hold a meeting at Hous
ton while I am on vacation from my job. We have 2
Spanish families meeting with us now. Brethren Joe
and Victor Martinez are fine people, and Bro. Joe is
doing a fine work here among his people. I believe a
congregation will soon be established. They need the
support and encouragement of every Christian.

Carlos B. Smith, Rte. 1, Box 150, Wesson, Miss, Feb.
14.—1 sure did enjoy the February issue of the OPA,
especially Bro. Thomasson’s article on the ““Work of
the Spirit,” and Brother Gay’s on "Ordaining Elders"
Some contend that Paul and Barnabas were sent to
preach by “laying on of hands,” but Galatians 2:9 says
they “gave to Barnabas and me the right hands of
fellowship, that we should go to the heathen.” The cups.
Sunday School, and Wine folks seem to be teaming
up against us, employing a Sunday School and cups
preacher to pastorate for a colored congregation here
that has always worshipped Scripturally until they
gave them the “pastor.” Yet they say they will not
meet us on these issues! May God bless the faithful.

Edwin S. Morris, 3021 McFerrin Ave., Wacqo, Tex,
Mar. 15.—Mar. 3-13, I held a very enjoyable meeting
at Lawrence Rd., Wichita Falls, Tex., with 3 baptisms
and 5 confessions of faults. The 6th St. congregation
cooperated wonderfully. Both these congregations are
to be commended. Preaching brethren Clovis T. Cook,
Dorman Bryant, and C. W. Carson, were in attendance
once or more. We also had visitors from Levelland,
Fruitland, and Dallas, Tex.,:and Ardmore, Frederick,
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and Okla. City, Okla. I preached at Shreveport, Mar.
14, will be at Mongomery, Ala,, Mar. 15, and in a meet-

ing at LaGrange, Ga., Mar. 16-27. 1 will be in Okla..

Cily, Apr. 3-17; Fruitland, Tex., Apr, 24-May 1; and
Kansas City, May 6-15. The work at Circle Rd. in Waco
continues to move along. Bro. Lynwood Smith will
hold our meeting Mar. 23-Apr. 3. Pray for us.

Gayland L. Osburn, 3032% Carmel St, Los Angeles
65. Calif., Feb. 18—On moraings of Jan. 16, 23, 30, and
Feb. 6, and-on night of Jan. 30, I assisted with the
teaching at Saginaw, Oreg., and on nights of Jan. 16
and 23; preached there. Preached at Los Angeles, Calif.,,
Feb., 11, and at Glendora, Calif., Feb. 13 and 15 with
two confessions of faults Feb. 13. Donations for Werle
in Northwest: We left from this field of work Feb. 7,
and the Lord willing, we will return after a while of
absence. Jan, 12-Feb. 17, 1 received the following do-
nations for work in the Northwest: Church, Odell, Oreg.
—3100.00; Church, Lodi, Calif.—$200.00; G. M. Everett
and Herbert Everett—-§50.00; Church, Saginaw, Oreg.—
$50.00; Church, Yuba City, Calif—$31.56; Otis L. Os-
burn—3§35.00. We are thankful for these manifestations
of love and care toward us.

Billy Orten, Rte. 2, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., Mar. 16—
Feb. 21-24, I attended the Miller-Hathaway discussion
on the cups question at Texarkana. It was very good.
Bro. Miller presented the Truth very plainly and fore-
ibly. We were all happy when several gave up the
plurality of cups in the communion and took their
staad for the Bible way. 1 attended several nights of
the meeting conducted by Brethren Tommy and Jimmy
Shaw immediately following the discussion, at the
Southside church of Christ. Feb. 27, I enjoyed a service
at each place at Conway, and Fairview, La. Mar. 5, 6,
if was-a pleasure to Be with the little congregation at
Seminole, Ala, We had nice crowds at Frank St. in
Lawrenceburg for both services last Lord’s day, Mar.
13. One was baptized and one restored. Lord willing,
I will begin at Memphis, Tenn., Apr. 10.

Ted Warwick, 811 N. Northwood Ave., Compton, Calif,,
Mar. 18.—Feb. 6th-20th, I held a meeting for the Forest
Grove, Oregon congregation located twenty-six miles
west of Portland. Qutside interest was good and I was
asked to preach on “The Cup of the Lord,” by the Cups
brethren which T did. We appreciated brethren coming
from Odell. Mar. 6, Bro. James Winchester and I began
the meeting here in Manteca which was the opening
of their new building, We had lunch and singing in
the afternoon with an overflowing crowd. Bro. Clovis
Cook was present as well as Bro. King who has preached
once in the meeting and is scheduled for tonight. We
are to close this Lord’s Day with all-day services. It
has beeh a pleasure to work with the Manteca brethren
as well as Bro. Winchester, a true yoke-fellow who
carries more than his share of the load.

Stone Chakhame, Manyumba Village, N. A. Mkanda,
P. O..Mlanje, Nyasaland, Africa, Dec. 26.—This is to
inform you that the work of our dear Lord is go'ng
forward. Dee. 5th and 12th, I was at Wendewende Vil-
lage, preaching once each day, moving then to Many-
umha where I worked one week closing Dec. 19. Dec.
2. I visited Kharari Village. I then was brought to
MoseS_\[illage where no church of Christ evangelist
ever visited. I held the first meeting of the church of
Christ there and 22 people were baptized. Today, I was
again at Wendewende. I was with Bro. Aran Mzing-
anvama. The brethren asked us to preach and we gave
them the spiritual food required. We were glad with
the hospitality and kindness with which they received
us. We visited Bro. Severe at his home and enjoyed it.
As we failed to finish the building of our brick prayer
hou_se owing to insufficient money, we are anxious to
begin the work early in March, Our saving is too little
at Manyamba but we hope and believe if the brethren
will help us it will be easy to get it finished. We ask
the prayers of all the faithful brethren.

Billy Jack Ivey, Box 13, Sentinel, Okla., Mar. 8—We
closed the work in Colo., Feb. 24, During this time we
taught a 3 weeks singing school at Delta which was

very enjoyable, then went to Denver, preaching twice.
We enjoyed visiting in the home of the Kemmerlings,
and also met other brethren for the first time. We re-
turned to Delta and held a meeting, which I believe
was_profitable. The Delta brethren were very good fto
us during our stay there. Qur Colo. work was high-
ighted by preaching for the brethren at Hotchkiss, Feb.
20, 21, and 22. Their worship i5 scriptural and we en-
joyed meeting them. They treated us wonderful and
we look forward to more work with them in the future.
Feb. 27, we were at Eola, preaching 3 times over the
week end, and once at Menard, Tex. It was good to
see beloved brethren from Eola, San Angelo, and Men-
ard again. We also visited in the homes of Brethren
Reed Chappel and J. Tom Williams of Sonora conere-
gation. We are now at Washington, Okla., in a singing
school, which we think will be a good one. Mar. 27, we
begin at Mozier, 111, and at Huntington, W. Va., Apr.
13. May God hless all the faithful.

E. H, Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., Mar. 16.—
Tonight, Bro. Morris begins our meeting. I baptized 2
here recently. We drove to Montgomery, Ala., and heard
him deliver a fine sermon. The discussion in Texarkana
resulted in growth to the Cause there. Bro. Leon
Fancher had just started the work there, and we had
three members. At the close of the discussion, one of
the cups congregations saw Bro. Hathaway could not
prove their practice as we could prove ours, so they
accepted the Bible way and had Bro. Tommy Shaw
hold them a meeting in their building, and I under-
stand 3 members from the other cups congregation
took their stand for the Truth. So, we now have a
strong band of faithful Christians, a house in which
to meet, and there is one less cups congregation in
Texarkana. Leaving there, I began at Garrison, Tex.,
the next night where we had no -faithful church but
several digressive churches. We found a house which
the S. S. brethren had quit using, and I preached for a
week, establishing a faithful congregation. I was glad
to have Bro. Morris and others work with me in the
meeting, as well as in the discussion,

Jimmy Shaw, Gen. Del,, Texarkana, Ark. March 14.
~—During Feb. and March, I have been in Texarkana
working to establish the cause of Christ. The church
began with three members, who were meeting in theit
home when 1 arrived. We met in the home for a few
Lord’s Days, and did personal work, One small congre-
gation, who used the cups seemed jnterested in the
truth on the guestion, and took a formal stand for
truth the last night of the debate between Bro. E. H.
Miller and Lester Hathaway. Bro. Miller did a good job
in defending the truth, and I believe a lot of benefit
was felt by the Cause here. The church building is
located three blocks off highway 71 south, going toward
Shreveport. All that might be able to meet with us are
welcome, Services Lord's Day 10:30 A. M. and evening
7:30, and Thursday 7:30 P. M. My mother and father
have been here with me and have been much help.
We began a meeting in the church building immediate-
ly after the debate and 3 more were restored. Several
preachers assisted in the meeting with singing and
preaching, inciuding Wayne Fussell. Billy Orten, Tom-
my Shaw, and Leon Fancher, which was really ap-
preciated. Support from Wichita Falls, Tex.. Shreveport,
La., .Horatio, Ark., and Oklahoma City (7th St.) was
appreciated much.

J. Ervin Waters. Route one, Lawrenceburg, Tenn.,
March 15.—We had three restorations at Chapel Grove
while I was home. En route to Calif. I preached at Lit-
tle Rock, Ark.; Houston. Waco, and Qdessa (Golder St.),
Tex.; and visited briefly in Temple and San Angelo,
Tex.; the Don Crossmans at Tularosa, N. M., and the
Clovis Cooks at Arvin, Calif. I held a two weeks meet-
ing at Fresno, Calif. (Butler Ave.}, with one baptized
and two restored. We had splendid cooperation from
the churches in the valley during both this and the
Woodlake meeting. The singings at both Fresno and
Woodlake looked like old times. The unity is the best
in many years. I preached iten nights at Woodlake
with two baptized. I enjoyed seeing and associating
with sueh preachers as James Russell, John Reynolds,
Bennie Cryer, Ted Warwick, A. J. Mason, Clovis Cook,



Page Twelve

OLD PATHS ADVOCATE

April 1, 1955

W. H. Hilton and Glen Lewis, I am now in a meeting at
Yuba City and will continue for two weeks. Enroute
to Calif, I enjoyed visiting with preachers Miles King,
Edwin Morris, ‘Jesse Broseh and Wayne McKamie. I
plan to preach five nights in Marion, La., April 18-22,
and to be at Mt Vernon, Xy. Chestnut Ridge, April
26-May 5.

Homer A. Gay, 262 N. Jackson, Lebanon, Missouri,
March 16.—The work here at the Denley Drive church
in Dallas, continues to go forward, Our crowds con-
tinue to grow; I have baptized four and six have been
restored since we came here, and new faces appear each
Lord’s day. The singing has surely improved, and sev-
eral are learning to pitch and lead their songs well.
We also have a goodly number who are fast developing
into good teachers, and one of the greatest things is
that they seem to be in perfect peace and unity. While
at home recently, I preached at the mid-week meeting
at my home church in Lebanon, Missouri and was de-
lighted: to see a splendid crowd. I have examined the
new song book, and like it. I believe it has the finest
selection of invitation songs of any book that we -have
put out, a few new ones, and lots of the “good old”
songs of fifteen and twenty years ago. My latest book-
let, “The Inside Of The Cun,” is now ready for vou. I
have received many compliments on the work. Every
congregation should have a supply of them (my home
church got one thousand of them). The price is 15¢ per
copy, $1.50 per dozen, $12.00 per hundred, post paid.

Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave. Hollywood 38,
Calif.,, Mar. 15—We were in a meeting, Jan. 12-23, at
Aromas, Calif. Jan. 24-Feb. 6, we were at National
City, where we had two confessions. Feb. 9, 1 preached
once at Lynwood, Feb. 13-27, we were with the congre-
gation at Alisal. The meeting was held in the building
which they recently bought. They worked hard with
the help of members of Aramas getting it ready for
the meeting. It is nice and commodious. We had some
hindrance. The lights were deliberately turned off
during service one night. There were two windshields
that were deliberately smashed, and our large banner
was stolen. In spite of all this we had an enjoyable
meeting and two were baptized. Mar. 2.9, I preached
at National City; Mar. 6. we were at Siskiyou St.. L. A.
for all day services; Mar. 11-13, we were with the
congregation at Bakersfield for four sermons. We had
good crowds at every service. There were three con-
fessions there. Our next meeting will be at N. 6th and
Broadway, Wichita Falls, Tex., April 1-10. Right after
that I will have time for one meeting, April 13-24. The
Lord willing, we will be at Midland. April 27-May 8.
We are to be at Harrodsburg., May 11-22, Brethren, lets
do more mission work this year, and establish some
new congregations. We can do it if we will.

Clovis T. Cook, 1611 Bluff St. Wichita Falls, Texas,
March 14.—Since last reporting I have preached at
Lubbock and Levelland. Texas, enroute to Calif. It
was a pleasure to be with these brethren in the work.
The little congregation at Levelland, where Bro. Bill
Harmon is doing a fine work, is increasing in zeal and
number. While in California, we taught a singing school
at Arvin, during which I preached eight times. We had
real good cooperation by the Bakersfiel@ brethren for
whom I preached the last Sunday night we were in the
State. The Stalcups and Morrows from Los Angeles, paid
visits on week-ends which we appreciated. While visit-
ing Bro. King-at Modesto, I assisted in the teaching at
Lodi, Stockton, and Ceres, meeting many old friends
and brethren. I am to be at Stockton. for a-two -weeks
meeting which will precede the Labor Day meeting
being held in Stockton, this year. The Stockton brethren
are going all out to make it one of the best meetings
of its kind. My wife and I, were accompanied-on this
trip to the Golden State of Calif., by Bro. and Sister
Milner, of Wilson, Okla., a source of cormnfort and en-
joyment. Our latest record has been released. 1 have
received shipment on them and they-are ready to be
sent to all who desire them. However, due to the 'danger
of breakage, we would appreciate it if you would try
to place at lease one more in your congregation or
community when ordering. Bro. Edwin Morris, just
closed.a very good meeting at 2900 Lawrence Road,

=

here in Wichita Falls, Tex. Bro. Morris is a fine preach.
er and doing much good, He baptized three and hag
several confessions of faults.

E. C. Severe, Wendewende Village, N. A. Mkanda,

Mlanje P. O., Nyasaland, Africa, Jan. 11.—Owing tq

continuous falls of rain, I did not ‘go out tor meetings
for 5 weeks, but worked with the home congregation
visiting backsliders, encouraging the faithful, and exn’
couraging sick brethrer to visit government hospitals,
I baptized about 15 people, and held mid-week meectings
at Mubeya, Manijolo, Pwitiki, Ntamba, and Himanya
all within the Wendewende neighborhood. The growth
at Wendewende is encouraging with many strong
Christians, interested. in teaching the truth to their
neighbors. One day, I met a preacher of the Holy Lamb
church who demands to know why *“your people in
Wendewende are like Jehavah Witnesses? They preach
to-everyone they meet.” I said, "They want to convince
you and your people of the truth for the hour comes
when all shall be judged. So they are working in fyl.
fillment of Matt, 24:14." 1t is a lot of pity that Evange.
list Kenedy Nseu of Mpodesi church, ‘departed this life
Dec. 6, 1954. He obeyed the gospel in 1952 at Liwonde
under my preaching. Before that he was a member and
teacher of the Church of Scotland. When he came ogui
for the truth others followed him, thus making the
church in his locality grow rapidly. He preached iy
reach of his home. He died at the age of 89 years,
leaving his wife and 3 daughters. Brethren G. Chikmola
and Stone Chakhame preached at the deceased one's
home, and the latter at the graveyard. I led the singing,
It is now summer here, with favorable weather, and
crops are germinating favorably. If there be no other
spell of drought there may be no famine. This year,
many people suffer in trying to get food, and some are
dying in want. Famine is the big talk among the na-
tives. Some are failing to hold meetings but go to town
in search of employment to get foad supplies. We plan
to send Bro. Harry Lichapa to Rhodesia. He will leave
month after next, and asked me to please plead to the
brotherhaod for support for his. trip. Remember us in
your prayers.

* Homer L. King, P. O. Box-333, Modesto, California,
March 20.—During and since our meeting in Modesto,
we are glad to report four restored, two baptized, and
four confessions of faults. About ten others have moved
in or otherwise started meeting with the group now
meeting in the Moose Hall, 821 Fifth St., so that we
now have about 30 who meet for worship here, and we
always have some nonmembers and as a rule some
visiting brethren from Ceres and other congregatijons,
for which we are very thankful. The work here is now
being supported equally by Ceres and the group in
Modesto, which we appreciate. More and more I am
convinced that about all new congregations need a
competent preacher until they getf well established and
developed so they may be able to stand alone and be
self-edifying, We note with much satisfaction the in-
creased interest in singing in this part. Yesterday, we
enjoyed a very good singing at Manteca, with a number
of faithful congregations participating, and it was our
first real test of the new song books, “Old Path Echoes”

‘(No. 4). All seemed highly pleased so far as we could

tell. We are glad to have our young Bro. Norvel Ellerd
(preacher) and wife move back to this part from Arl
zona, where he helped to establish a new congregation
in Phoenix. I have been enjoying a series of meetings
in Manteca by Brethren James Winchester and Ted
Warwick. We recently entertained: the Cooks (Clovis
and wife) in our home for several days with much
pleasure. We are sorry to report that our co-laborer and
old pal, John Reynolds, is suffering from the “fiu”
being confined to his bed. Too, we are very sorry, in-
deed, to hear that our beloved' co-partner, Bro. Homer
A. Gay, is in poor health. Your prayers are needed and
will .be appreciated by him and his family. We were
glad to have Bro. Bennie Cryer and wife visit in ouwr
home a few: weeks past. All faithful preachers and
brethren in general will find a welcome in our home
at 314 W. Granger St, If you know of prospective mem-
bers of the church in Modesto, we shall be glad to have
the address. My very best regards and wishes for the
work of every faithful preacher.
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NEW TESTAMENT EVANGELISM
By J. Ervin Waters

Evangelism is the act of evangelizing, i.e., preach-
ing the evangel or gospel. The Greek word for gospel
is EVANGELION which when anglicized becomes
evangel. Evangelist is from EVANGELISTES and was
anglicized by only dropping the last two letters.
Evangelize is from EVANGELIZO. Gospel means
“GOOD NEWS.” Was there ever any better news told
to Adam's fallen race than that a Saviour had died
that they might live and that He had been raised for
their justification? What better news than that death
had been robbed of its sting and the grave of its
victory! What better news than that Satan, the arch-
enemy and arch-deceiver, had been vanquished in his
own domain! What better news than that by obeying
the gospel the captives of sin might have liberty and
Satan’s bound slaves might have their prison doors
opened!

No wonder Jesus said, “Go preach the gospel to
every creature’” (Mk. 16:15). No wonder Paul, “I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation" (Rom. 1:16).

When we preach the gospel we are evangelizing.
Since at no period of time until the end of the world
will dead sinners be able to be saved without the
gospel, the preaching of the gospel becomes an ever
present responsibility to meet a permanent need. Since
an ever present responsibility and a permanent need
can not be met or filled by a temporary office, it follows
with inexorable certainty that the office of “evange-
list” was not a temporary one. What is an “evange-
list?" W. E. Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Test-
ament Words, Vol. 1, P. 44, “EVANGELISTES denotes
a preacher of the gospel.’ Would the time ever come
when preachers of the gospel would not be needed
when Paul declared, “And how shall they believe in
him of whom they have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher?’ (Rom. 10:14), and,
“It pleased God by the foalishness of preaching to save
them that believe” (1 Cor. 1:21)? Is this statement
stil} true?

Those who deny that we are to have ‘“gospel pro-
claimers or preachers” (evangelists) in the church
today tamper with God's plans for saving the warld
and strike at the tap-roots of the gospel’s growth.
When they contend for this opinion to the causing of
division and strife in the church and to the stifling of

(Continued on page three)

THE SPIRIT QUESTION (No. 2)
By T. F. Thomasson

When Peter came before the church in Jerusalem,
just as he expected, they accused him of going in to
the Gentiles. So he began and rehearsed the whole
matter and referred them to the six brethren who were
with him (Acts 11:1-19). He said in verse 15, “As I
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, as on us
at the beginning.”

He surely had reference to the beginning on Pente-
cost. There certainly had been many converted be-
tween the beginning and the house of Cornelius. And
if it be so that all must be baptized with the Holy
Spirit to be converted or saved, Peter should have said,
"As I began to speak the Holy Spirit fell on them as
it did on alt who have been converted.” No one was
ever baptized with the Holy Spirit to convert or save
them. The baptism of the Holy Spirit brought to the.
world and revealed God's converting and saving power
which is the gospel (Rom. 1:16). Cornelius was in-
structed to send for Peter who would tell him words
whereby he and all his house should he saved (Acts
11:14). Paul says, “The Spirit itself beareth witness

with our Spirit, that we are children of God” (Rom.

8:16)}. The Spirit itself is the Holy Spirit and our spir-
it is the human spirit. There are two witnesses testi-
fying. 1 have heard many give their testimony and.
they would invariably give the testimony of their own
spirit and leave the testimony of the Holy Spirit out
of it.

But there must be two witnesses testifying. The
Holy Spirit testifies you must believe (Heb. 11:6)}, The
Holy Spirit testifies you must repent (Acts 17:30). The
Holy Spirit testifies you must confess Christ (Matt.
10:32), The Holy Spirit testifies you must be baptized
MKk, 16:18). My spirit responds and says I have obey-
ed all these, thus the Holy Spirit and my spirit bear
witness together that I am a Child of God. The Holy
Spirit is a speaking Spirit (I Tim. 4:1).

So Jesus said ‘“the words that I speak unto you,
they are spirit and they are life” (Jno. 6:63). “It is the
Spirit that quickeneth (Jno, 6:63), and these words of
the Spirit are God's quickenning power. The ink and
paper are not Spirit. But in the words of the Spirit is
the germ of Spiritual life, the word of the Spirit is the
reed of the kingdom (Lk. 8:11).

When this seed is sown into a good and honest
heart it germinates and springs up and produces a
spiritual being. Thus the Spirit operates, and we re-
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ceive it. “Paul says, #If*any mman haveé not the Spirit
of Christ he is none of his” (Rom. 8:9). But this seed
must fall into a good and honest heart (LK. 8:5-16).
Paul says, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the Sons of God" (Rom. 8:14). The only way
that we can be led by the Spirit is to be led by the
words of the Spiritt. We would not know what to do
nor how to do if the Spirit had not revealed the way
-to us, in words that we can believe and understand.
S0, when the revelation was completed and the Holy
Spirit's plan of redemption was fully confirmed and
established, the miraculous work of the Spirit ceased.

Paul said, “Charity never faileth: but whether
there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether .there be
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge,
it shall vanish away. For we Kknow in part, and we
prophesy in part. But when that which is perfeet is
come, then that which is in part shall be done away”
(I Cor. 13:8-10). That which is perfect is the perfect
law of liberty (James 1:25). That which was in part
was the miraculous work of the Spirit before the law
of the Spirit was written. When the law of the Spirit
was written the baptismal and miraculous measures
of the Spirit was no longer necessary. We now have
God’s plan revealed in writing. Hence Paul says,
“When Christ ascended back to heaven he gave some
apostles; and some, prophets;: and some, evangelist;
and some, pastors and teachers,” What did he do this
for? “For perfecting of the saints, for the wark aof the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” How
long was this to last? “Till we all come in unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, un-
to a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4:10-11-12.13).

We now have the words of the apostles inspired
by the Holy Spirit. This is the law of the Spirit that
Paul said made him free from the law of sin and
death (Rom. 8:2). This is what James calls the per-
fect law of liberty (James 1:25}. Peter, James, and
John went up on the mountain; Moses and Elias were
there. Christ was transfigured hefore them.
said, “It is good to be here: if thou wilt, let us make
here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses,
one for Elias." But a bright cloud overshadowed them
-and a voice said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I}
am well pleased; hear ye him" (Matt. 17:1-6). Peter
said he was there and heard the voice from heaven,
but he says, “We have also a.more sure. word of pro-
phecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto
a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,
and the day star arise in your hearts.” He also said,
“that no prophecy of the scriptures is of any private in-
terpretation. But holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit.” Was not given by the
will of man (2 Pet. 1:16-21). This written word of the
Holy Spirit is safer and surer than if he should speak
directly from His very throne. Jesus said, “Father
glorify thy name,” and a voice came from heaven say-
ing, “I have glorified it,” and the people were divided
about what he said (Jno. 12:28-29). Some said one
thing, and some another. So to make his will plain
to us the Holy Spirit inspired the apostles to write his
will. As language is the common means of commun-
ications and as God is not now talking to us directly
He has communicated to us His will in writing, and
Peter says that is surer. No one of us would enter into
any kind of a contract without it being in writing. If

Peter‘,

1 should make a will it would be worthless unless
written.

When the last one of the apostles died, the measure
of the Holy Spirit by the laying on of the aposties
hands ceased. When the last one of those upon whom
the apostles layed their hands died, that measure of
the Holy Spirit ceased. The will of God is now econ-
firmed. His will to us is now fully established and
these miraculous gifts of the Spirit are no longer need-
ed. His written word has revealed to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3). “Whereby
are given unto us exceeding great and precious prom-
ises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust” (2 Pet. 1:4). John says, “And
many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his

-diseciples, which are not written in this book: But these

are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might
have life through his name" (Ino. 20:30-31). Faith
comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God
(Rom. 10:17), These signs, wonders, and miracles are
written to produce faith in us, and they are not per-
formed now. All the claims to do these things are
purely human imaginations. We now receive the
Holy Spirit through his word.

We do not know we are saved because “we fecl
good,” but we feel good when we know we are pardon-
ed, We can know we are pardoned with as much as-
surance as we know anything. For the Holy Spirit
tells us in words we can understand.

The Holy Spirit converted three thousand on the
day of Pentecost. And when they were pricked in their
hearts they cried out, men and brethren what shall
we do? The Holy Spirit said, “Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:37-38). We now have these
words of the Holy Spirit written. For us to doubt them
is to doubt the work of the Holy Spirit.

“Therefore, we ought to give the more earnest heed
to the things which we have heard, lest at any time
we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by
angels was stedfast, and every transgression and dis-
obedience received a just recompense of reward; How
shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also
bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders,
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit,
according to his own will?" (Heb. 2:1.4),

~—Waterford, California.

TIMELY SUGGESTIONS

Starting Congregations: I am glad that we are
learning at long last that a congregation is not esteb-
lished as soon as a few members agree to “meet for
worship"—many times, “if some one will go over and
take all the lead for them each Lords day.” To me,
about the same difference exists between a congrega-
tion just starting up and an established congregation
as that which exists between the newly born babe and
the one who has been reared to man-hood under pa-
rental care.

Peter says, “But the God of all grace, who hath
called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after
that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stab-
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lish, strengthen, settle you" (1 Pet. 5:10).
2 Thess. 2:17, “ . Comfort your hearts, and stablish
you in every good word and ‘work.” Also, “But the
Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep ynu
from evil”—(2 Thess. 3:3)}.

That the Apostles spent from one to three and a
half years with the congregations they started, every-
one must admit. But when they left them they left
them with officers capable of taking care of the work
of the church, and also able to meet the enemies.

We have wasted too much money and time in days
gone by in getting a few brethren banded together to
worship, then leave them to false teachers, or, to be-
come discouraged, and quit.

But thank the Lord, we are learning, and churches
are being started and kept going. Just a few days
meeting now and then will not do the work.

Several congregations among us are to be highly
commended for doing this kind of work. A few of
them: Vaughan Blvd, in Ft. Worth, Texas, Pontiac,
Michigan—where, even though they do not own a place
in which to meet, they have supported preachers well,
and have kept them with the work near Bernie, Mo.,
until there is a good church there, with a house of
their own, and the brethren able to carry on for the
Lord. Many others are doing like work— I could not
name them all.

Suggestion: If the church where you worship is
not putting forth a strong effort to get another con-
gregation established, why don't you try to start such
« plan?

Protracted Meetings: If you do not remember the
date for your meeting to begin, suppose you write to
the preacher and ask him when it is to be. Then get
everything ready-—advertise the meeting well; throw
away the old ragged song books and order you some
new ones; clean up the meeting house and grounds.
Get every thing ready (Acts 10).

Concerning myself: As Brother King mentioned
in the April issue of the paper, I am not well. It seems
that I sometimes have a pretty hard time living. How-
ever, with the help of the Lord, and my faithful wife,
and the good brethren and sisters, I shall do my very
best to stay in the work.

Final Suggestion: *Be not weary in well doing"—
(2 Thess. 3:13). —Homer A. Gay.

Again in

NEW TESTAMENT EVANGELISM—

(Continued from page one)
gospel preaching they should be speedily disciplined
by their home congregations and elderships and if
they are elders their home congregations should re-
lieve them of the office for which they are no longer
qualified.

When a man “farms” he is a “farmer;” when he
‘carpenters” he is a ‘‘carpenter;” and when he ‘sells”
he is a “salesman.” When he evangelizes he is an
“evangelist.” I know of no arbitrary Scriptural limita.
tions as to time and geography on the work of an
evangelist. Who am I to aver how long an evangelist
may evangelize in a certain city or how many miles
he must travel to evangzslize? But this I know: he must
evangelize.

If Paul could remain eighteen consecutive months
as he did at Corinth at one place, so may we. If Paul
could remain in Ephesus into his third year, preaching
three months in a synagogue (Acts 19:8) and two
years in the “lecture hall” of Tyrannus (Acts 19:9-10),

so may we remain that long or longer at one place IF
WE_EVANGELIZE. One of the sad failures of our gen-
eration has been that we evangelists did not remain
long enough at newly planted congregations In order
to establish them, root and ground them, develop tea-
chers and talents, so that they could attain to their
maturity. We need more Scriptural nourishing, more
Scriptural evangelization, not less. Paul and Barna-
bas assembled themselves a whole year with the
church and “taught much people” at Antioch (Acts 11:
26). We need the same thing at so many places. One
of the greatest hindrances now to our further ex-
pansion is the lack of proper consolidation of terri-
tory already congquered. How many congregations
have strong and capable teachers? Oh, how we need
themn! Our lack hinder our reaching out.

The modern pastor system does not develop teach-
ers and mature the church. The congregation becomes
the ward of the pastor. The longer he remains the
more they need him (they think). It is so easy to
fall into this system. The people like to hear the best
all of the time and the preacher likes to stay at home
with his family. It is a vicious cycle.

Let us qualify “elders” to “oversee” the flocks.
The evangelists have a duty to help do this. But hear
me, fellow evangelists, while you are at a place, carry
on an effective teacher training program. Do not
rob the church of its development and stultifv your
God given office.

If you are really evangelizing, developing the
church and converting sinners, then let the carpers carp
and the critics criticize. Do your duty. But d¢ not
permit yourself to be victimized by an indolent mem-
bership and a lazy bunch of men. If they will not
work, shake the dust of the place from your feet and
go where your talents can be used.

A good teacher can rob the church of its develop-
ment just as surely as a good preacher. If he lets the
church persuade him to do all the teaching, he as
surely is doing wrong as if he were paid to do it. The
end result is what we are looking at and what the
Lord judges by. Another thing, brethren. I do not
believe in robbing Peter to pay Paul. I know sections
where there are several weak congregations. The
teachers. in these congregations merely swap out and
make their monthly appointments. Each congregation
hears variety, each teacher is exercised, and the con-
gregation remains weak. These men are not evange-
lists and do not plan to become evangelists, They make
their living at home, take money from weak congrega-
tions which should be used for spreading the gospel
and from qualified evangelists who need to be sup-
ported. No wonder so many congregations have emp-

ty treasuries and can not support any work. No won-

der all the evangelists can not be used properly.

I know there are exceptions. We plant new congre-
gations and the strong congregations must ‘“support
the weak,” but when we keep them weak and even
make .the weak weaker we are defeating our ends and
PUrpoOSes.

Some teachers do not want to stay at home and
build a congregation. There is not as much of a “halo"”
to that work.

But, thank God, many churches are waking wup.
Reports of plans for widespread New Testament evan-
gelisrn are reaching me constantly. Herein lies our
hope for future expansion. Let us quit ourselves like
men and march ahead.—Rt. 1, Lawrenceburg, Tenn.-



OLD PATHS ADVOCATE

Page Four

May 1, 1955

Oid Paths Advocate

Published Monthly at Modesto, Calif.

Entered as second class matter October 20, 1954 at’ the
postoffice at Madeste, California, under the Act of March 3,
1879.

EDITORS
HOMER L. KING .__. .—-Modesto, Calif.
HOMER A. GAY, Ph. 736W___. 262 N. Jackson St., Lebanon, Mo.

PUBLISHER
HOMER L. KING _ — -Modesto, Calif,
MRS. HOMER L. KING, Assistant.._______. .. Modesto, Calif.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
SINGLE SUBSCRIPTION ONE YEAR ___._______-_.__ §1.00
SINGLE SUBSCRIPTION SIX MONTHS . _____ .60

Printed by Laycook Printing Co., Jackson, Tenn,

DO YOU NEED THESE BOOKS AND TRACTS?

Old Path Echees (Ne. 4), our 1955 song book, has
been received and is mow being shipped out to our
customers. All who have examined it seem to think
it is one of our very best, if not the best yet. It is the
same size, same type, and same price as our 1944 book.
See price list elsewhere in this issue.

0ld Path Echoes (No. 3), our 1954 song bock, is still
available, but our supply is very limited, as it sold
beyond our expectations.

The price—30c per copy; 40c per copy for five or
more; postpaid,

*0ld Paths Echoes (No. 2) (1953), same size, quality,
general purpose book as the others, and thought by
some to be the best we have ever made. The price—
S0c per copy; $5.00 per dozen; $10.00 for 25; $20.00 for
50; £40.00 for 100; postpaid.

“0Old Path Echoes” (1952}, same size, price, and kind
as the above named book, and one of the best we have
ever put out.

A Book of Sermons——"Qld Paths Pulpit,/”” 2 book of
33 sermons and essays, by 33 preachers of the church
of Christ, with photographs and short histories of each
preacher; covering nearly every subject of interest to
saint and sinner. Price—32.25; Postpaid.

& SPECIAL QFFER
For a limited time, we are making you a special
price on the tract, “The Commumnion,” by Ervin Waters,
a very able and comprehensive discussion of the various
phases of the Communion or Lord's Supper.
The regular price is 35¢ per copy, but our special

limited price is 25¢ per copy; 5 copies $1.00; 25 copies
$5.00; 100 copies $18.00; postage prepaid.

Our second special offer is, for a limited time we
will send you one hundred capies, packed as follows:
33 copies of The Communion, 33 copies of the Clark-
King Discussion, and 34 copies of the Clark-Harper
Debate, one shipment, for only $18.00, postpaid.

You cannot afford to miss this bargain on good
tracts to use in mission work, Every church should
have this collection on hands.

Send all orders to Old Paths Advocate, Box 333, Mo-
desto, Calif.

OUR NEW SONG BOOK COMMENDED

Following are a few of the commendations of our
1955 song book, “Old Path Echoes (No. 4).” We appre.
ciate very rnuch the warm reception this book is receiy.
ing, Note the following:

“The new song books are fine. They have enough
new songs to create interest and enough old songs so
that all who care to do so can lead a song. I belicve
this is one of the best books the Old Paths Advocate
has put out, and you should be able to sell a greater
number of song beoks this time than ever before. |
have found that in order to have good singing, vou
should give the congregation new songs to sing, es.
pecially those whe sing by note.”

—~Carl N. Nichols, Hollywooad, Calif.

“Here is the money for the new song books we
received from Bro. Nichols. The new books are very
gaod as they contain.a very good selection of songs.”

—Raymond Osburn, Monrovia, Calif.

"We are ordering one hundred of the new song
books. We certainly do like them. Foster (my brother,
of La Grange, Ga.) says they are the best yet.”

—Gillis Prince, Wedowee, Alabama.

“I received the copies of the new song book, and
we got to try them out at Washington last Lord’s day,
and I think it is, as usual, a geod book.”

—Tom E. Smith, Healdton, Okla.

“We recelved our new song books, and we really do
like it, and the brethren at Cordell, too expressed thelr
like for it.”

—Homer Smith, Sentinel, Okla.

“I have examined the new song book, and I like it.
1 believe it has the finest selection of invitation songs
of any book we have put out. The book contains some
new songs and lots of the good old songs of fifteen to
twenty years ago.” —Homer A. Gay, Lebanon, Mo,

Have you ordered yaur supply of this good book?
You should get them in time to become acquainted with
the songs before the camp meeting.

Send all orders to Homer L. King, Box 333, Modesta,
California.

OUR HELPERS

Below, you will find the names of all who have
sent subscriptions to us since March 20, and the num-
ber of subs. sent. We appreciate your help and hope
you will continue the good work. Please check the
fallowing list for acknowledgment and report any
errors to us:

A. W. Fenter—12; Homer A. Gay—19; J. Ervin Wat-
ers—8; E. H. Miller—5; Paul O, Nichols—4; S. H. Byars
—4; Tommy Shaw—4; Ralph Kitson—3; Mrs. Ruth
Cohea—3; C. D. Laney—3; Bob Markell—3; C. W. Vau-
Stavern—2; Clovis T. Cook—2; Larry Robertson—2;

‘Maurice Murphy—2; Elmer Sutton—2; Mrs. Robert

Kramer—2; Qlethia Jenkins—2; Wayne McKamie—1;
Ted Warwick—1; Homer L. King—1; Bennie Cryer—I;
Johnnie Elmore—1; C. D. Palmer—1; Gene Hopkins—!;
G. W. Anderson—1; Delbert Brenton—1; T. E. MeBride
~—1; Mrs. Cressie MeKinney—1; H. C. Morrison—1; K.
3. Whitehead—1; Mrs. Ray Fegett—1; Q. L. Hopkins
—1; G. F. Scott—1; Ernie Lewis—1; Bill Goldtrap—1;
Mrs. M. P. Thomasson—1; Myrtle Nelson—1; Glen V.
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pyers—1; Odessa Clouse—1; Mrs. W. B. Martell—1;
Mrs. C. A. Shumack—1; Robert Nace—1; Billy By-
water—1; Mrs. Carl Willis—1; Frank S. Graham—1;
nrs. James H. Smith—1; Mrs. Hugh Milner—1; Heien
Howard—1; Mrs. C. A. Allen—1; Mrs. Russ Permenter
—-1; Mrs. Melinda Cash-~—1; Richard Frizzell—1; Mrs.
Bertha Wiseley—i1; E. T. Yarbrough—1; Mrs. Napoleon
Walker—1; Ray Roe—1; Mrs. John Malcolm—~1; H. F.
Fulton—1; Luther Boek—1; Irvin R. Boass—1; Total—116.

BROTHER GAY TO THE HOSPITAL

Just as we are about ready to go to press with
this issue, 1 receive the following from Bro. Gay, from
Dallas, Texas, under date of April 18, 1955:

“We had fine services here yesterday, with large
crowds, and fine singing in the afternoon. We bap-
tized three young people (Spanish) last night, which
helps to swell the forces of the Spanish church started
here.

We have decided to take the dactor's advice to go
to the hospital in Shreveport, La., for major surgery.
I had hoped and prayed that I might be able to hold
my spring and summer meetings before the operation,
but the doctor advises that we have it now, and it
seems that I am getting worse instead of better, and
1 know that I cannot go on this way. The dotcor here
says that if all goes well, it should not keep me out
of the field more than six weeks. I really do regret
that I must disappoint the brethren whose meetings
will be involved, but I shall try to get them in touch
with another preacher.

My wife will make headquarters with Sister Noca
Jones, 3714 Dilg League, Shreveport, La., hence I can
be reached through this address.”

Note: The above was copied from a personal letter
to me, and in this letter, Bro. Gay tells me that while
he has sickness and hospitalization insurance, it does
not cover his particular case. So, naturally, I think
it would be well for the brethren and the churches
who know him and with whom he has labored for so
many years, to remember him in their prayers and that
we remember him and his wife in. their financial
needs, which no doubt will be considerable.

—Homer L, King.

TEN REASONS WHY I SMOKE

is such a clean, refined habit.

makes my breath so pleasing to everybody.

sets such a good example for the children.

It proves 1 have self control.

It makes my fingers and teeth so pretty and

yellow.

. [t makes me look so manly.

. I just love to spit.

. It starts fires and destroys millions of dollars

worth of forest and property. This is fun.

9. I want to see how much poison my body can

take.

It’'s my way of obeying God, who says, “Keep

thyself cleansed. Touch not the unclean things.”
“As ungodly men diggeth up evil, and in his lips

there is a burning fire” (Prov. 16:27). “Know ye not

fhat ye are the temple of .God, and that the Spirit of

God dwelleth in you. If any man defile the temple

of God, him shall God destroy: for the temple of God

is holy, which temple ye are” (1 Cor. 3:18, 17).

—Selected by Thomas Stalcup.

It
It
It
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THE ORIGIN OF INDIVIDUAL CUPS

This is a new tract just off the press in which the
origin of individual cups in the communion is ac-
curately documented. It contains proof of who in-
vented them and when and where they were first used.
This tract can be economically distributed. We should
flood the nation with tens of thousands of them. The
price is twenty five cents for ten copies and two-dollars
per hundred. Order from J. Ervin Waters, Route one,
Lawrenceburg, Tenn.

ONE CUP PROVED BY THE ENGLISH
TRANSLATIONS

This is a concise treatment of the use of one cup
in the communijon with the evidence obtained ex-
clusively from English translations and with no com-
ments or quotations from authorities. The various
renditions of the English translations are systemat-
ically arrayed as evidence. The price is the same as
the above tract. Order from J. Ervin Waters, Route
One, Lawrenceburg, Tenn.

OTHER TRACTS

My other two brief tracts on first prineiples,
“Reasons Why You Should Be A Member Of The Church
Of Christ,” and “What Name Should The Children Of
God Wear,” are obtainable at the same prices as above.

I prepared a” special tract for use in the recent
Waters-Hathaway Debate, “Three Undeniable Parallels
Deadly To Hathaway’s Position.”” It presents the three
Scriptural parallels which decisively prove that the
cup is literal and that it represents the New Testament.
Although it was prepared for this gpecial occasion,
yet it should prove interesting and helpful to all be-
cause of its treatment of these most important details.
It also is the same price as those above. These may
be ordered from J. Ervin Waters, Route One, Lawrence-
burg, Tenn.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
The following may be listed in your church di-
rectory: North Ft. Worth, Tex., 2410 Warwick. This is
a new congregation, and they plan the closest coop-
eration. For further information contact: E. R. Combs,
2617 Northwest 27th, Ft. Worth, Tex., or Johnny Sprad-
ley, 2117 Cloverdale, Arlington, Texas.

SUPPORT FOR THE SPANISH WORK IN
DALLAS

As 1 reported before, the Vaughn Blvd. church in
Ft. Worth supported this work in Feb,, and the White
Hall church near Temple, Tex., supported it in Mar.
Other conqj«lﬁtions: El Centro, Calif, by Bro. T. E.
Wright—$100; Montebello, Calif.,, by Bro. J. H. Sharp
—-$50.£‘)‘(%s Angeles, Calif., by Bro. Carl Nichols—
$20.00;*’Abilene, Tex., by Bro. Jesse Lowrance—3$25.09;
Waco, Texas, by Bro. Paul Lane, ($15.00 per month}—
830.00; Waco, Texas, by Bro. L. N. Byford—Chairs to
seat the building; SonoVex., by Ero. Reed Chappell,
($12.50 per month)—$37.50; San Angelo,~Tex., by Bro.
J. C. Miller, ($12.50 per month)—§3750; Eola, Tex.,
by Bro. Prentice Williams, $(12.50 per month)-—$37.50;"
Dallas, Tex., by Bro. Grady Coble—$30.00 house rent,
and $18.00 for song books.

Thus, the work is taken care of for April, with
only a little to start May. Brethren, please let us keep
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this noble work going. You may send your contribu-
tions direct to Bro. Joe Martinez, 3303 Tumalo Trail,
Dallas, Tex., or if you like, to Grady Coble, 5301 Park-
land St., Dallas, Tex. A close account will be kept and
a full report given each month in the OPA. These
two brethren will keep you posted, as they will be in
close cooperation.

Brethren, this is your opportunity to have fellow-
ship in one of the greatest mission efforts of our day.

~Homer A. Gay.

OUR DEPARTED

Watson—Sister Flora Watson died in Ardmore,
Okla., Apr. 3, 1955, at the age of 56 years, 9 months,
and one day. Dec. 6, 1916, she was united in marriage
to James Watson in the near vicinity of Healdton, Okla.
She abeyed the gospel at the age of 27 years. She is
survived by her husband, James; 3 daughters, Mrs.
QOlive Stephens, Wichita Falls, Tex., Mrs. M. G. Holton,
Lubbock, Tex., and Mrs. Don Cameron, Lindsay, Okla.;
a step-daughter, Mrs. Harold Hamblin, Sacramento,
Calif.; a step-son, Gene Watson, Healdton, Okla.; a
brother, Arthur, Maxwell, Arvin. Calif.; 3 sisters, Mrs.
Annile Schuman, Ardmore, Okla.,, Mrs. Bessie Bray,
OKla. City., and Mrs. Joe Buchannan, Philadelphia, Pa.;
5 grand children, 1 great grand child, and a host of
friends. Funeral services were .conducted at East
Healdton church of ,Christ. The flowers were beautiful,
bespeaking the esteem in which she was held, both in
the church and the community. Bro. Fred Kirbo paid
a beautiful tribute to her life, assisted by the writer
and Bro. Clovis Cook. Singing was rendered by mem-
bers: of the Healdton congregation. The church has
suffered a loss but we trust it will be Heaven's gain.
A fitting description of Sisier Watson will be found
in Prov. 31:10-31.

—Tom E. Smith.

BONDS OF MATRIMONY

King-Reynolds—Bro. Miles King and Sister John-
etie Reynolds were united in marriage Apr. 11, 1955,
in the home of Bro. Floyd Bounds in Little Rock, Ark.
Poth are fine Christians, having been reared in Christ-
ian homes. Bro, Miles is well known as one of our
gospel preachers. We wish for them a long happy
life together in the service of our Savior. The writer
officiated.

~—Leon Fancher.

MILLER-HATHBAWAY DISCUSSION

Feb. 21-24, at Texarkana, Ark., Brethren E. H. Miller
and Lester Hathaway discussed questions relative to
the Lord’s Supper. Bro. Miller did a fine job defend-
ing the Truth. Bro. Jimmy Shaw did personal work
before the discussion.’ This, the discussioin, and a
meeting afterwards, with God's help caused several
to take their stand for the Truth. I was called upon
to moderate for Bro. Miller.

—l.eon Fancher.

WATERS-HATHAWAY DEBATE

The debate between Bro. Waters, and Bro. Lester
Hathaway, was held in the cups church at 10th. and
Schiller, in Little Rock, Ark., April 11-14th. It has
been my pleasure {0 moderate for Bro, Waters, in many

debates; I have seen him up against the masters but
always coming through. In this debate he brought
forth more and stronger evidence against the cups po-
sition than I have ever heard in one debate. Bry,
Waters had printed leaflets against Bro. Hathaway's
position, which is not the same position taken by many
of his brethren. Three nights during the debate we
handed this printed matter out to the audience, so 2l}
could follow Bro. Waters in his arguments. This was
deadly to Hathaway’s position. Bro. Hathaway seems
to want to put a premium on ignorance by confining
his opponents to the King James version of the Bible,
and if a word is used by his opponent that he thinks
is a little too big he meets it with ridicule and ignores
the argument. Bra. Waters had prepared to meet him
on this ground, but. Bro. Hathaway, quoted from the
Twentieth Centucy Translation, which proved a mis-
take for him because after he leit the King James
Version, Bro. Waters showed what many of the English
translations say on the cup (drinking vessel) as uscd
by the Lord. Hathaway finally admiited that it looked
like the Lord had a cup alright, but that it didn't mean
anything, to which Waters replied, by saying if he
couldn’t convince the man with the Bible, he didn't
know how to convince him. Bro. Hathaway's position
is that the cup is in the blood (Lk. 22:20). Bro. Waters
brought forth three deadly parallels against this po-
sition. 1. The bread "is" my body (Lk. 22:19). 2. The
fruit of the vine “is” my blood (MKk. 14:24). 3. The
cup “is” the New Testament in my blood. He showed
each had a subject and a predicate joined by the
copula “ijs". He showed if bread and fruit of the vine
are literal then the cup is literal. “Is" in these three

.passages carries with it the idea “represents.” Hatha-

way said we didn't need the cup to represent the
New Testament, for we have the New Testament
to speak for its self. Waters showed that when Christ
said of the bread “this is my body,” His body was
there, yet he said, “this is my body which is given for
you.” The language embraces a figure of speech cdlled
a prolepsis, which anticipates a future event as an
accomplished fact. “This is my blood which is shed
for you" is used’in the same way. Waters kept asking
why he could see the literal bread, and literal fruif
of the vine, but couldn't see the literal cup containing
literal fruit of the vine. His argument that the house
of God is spiritual, and that no literal house is needed
to have the house of God, was met as follows: Waters
showed that the text 1 Pet. 2:5 said “Spiritual House"
but challenged Hathaway to show where it said cup is
spiritual. On the argument that you can have the
‘“table of the Lord” without having a literal table, was:
challenged by Waters, who showed that the word
“table” embraced a literal surface of some kind. He
showed that they who ate at the altar under the law,
ate at the table of the Lord (Malachi 1:7) “We have
an altar whereof they have no right to eat who serve
the tabernacle” (Heb. 13:10). Bro. Hathaway mar-
ifested -a fair disposition. We have nothing personal
against the man; it is the doctrine,
—LClovis T. Cook.

THE WORK IN AFRICA
By Paul O. Nichols
Under date of March 3, Bro. E. C. Severe writes, "I

am glad to bring to your knowledge that the progress
of the Lord’'s work in Nyasaland continues to grow
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sironger and stronger every time we make our preach-
ing efforts.”

Not very long ago Bro. Severe had a debate with
a Jehovah Witness on the question of whether the
spirit of man continues to live after death of the
mortal body. More recently he signed propositions to
discuss the'name and whether it makes any difference
whnat name we wear religiously. By this you can see
that things are getting stirred up by the preaching
being done by our African brethren. In Feb., Brethren
Severe, Mussa, and Chikolesa, converted a former
preacher of the Ethiopian Catholic church, and even
sent me his preaching credentials as proof. By these
reports from Afriea we can see that the cause is forging
anead.

Donations for ‘this work from churches of Christ:
Huntington, W. Va.—$%25.00; Harrodsburg, Ind.—$22.00;
Armona, Calif.—$20.00; Lodi, Calif.—$20.00; Ada, OXla.
§15.00; Washington, Okla.—~$10.00; Wichita Falls, Tex.
(N. 6th St.)—$10.00; Merced, Calif.—-310.00. Total—
$132.00. )

MY POSITION ON CARNAL WARFARE

1 eannot participate in military service in any form,
directly or indirectly, in combatant or noncombatant
service, because:

1. My duty and obligation to my God is superior to
all other obligations (Matt. 22:37; Matt. 6:33; Acts
5:29),

2. My God in the Bible forbids that I engage in carnal
warfare in the following references:

“Put up thy sword,” “For all they that take the sword
shall perish with the sword” (Matt. 26:52)—Jesus.

“My. Kingdom js not of this world” (Jno. 18:36).

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal” (2
Cor. 10:3, 4).

“Love your enemies” (Matt. 5:44); "Turn the other
cheek”" (Matt. 5:39).

“Recompense to no man evil for evil” (Rom. 12:17).

3. To enter any military branch or service. comba-
tant or noncombatant, T would be compelled to “swear”
(take an oath), byt the Bible forbids that I do so
(“Swear not at all”"—Jesus, Matt. 5:34).

4. To enter any military service I would be compelled
to be yoked with unbelievers, which is forbidd :n—*“Be
got unequally yoiked together with unbelievers” (2 Cor.

114,

5. To be in any branch of military service in any
way, I would be a part of the organization and would
therefore have fellowship in the service, but such is
prohibited; thus: “Have no fellowship with the un-
frujtful works of darkness, but rather reprove them”
(Eph. 5:11). :

6. To serve in any way in the military service, I
would be deprived of obeying the command to assem-
ole on Lord's day to worship God in the Bible way, at
least part of the time, hence would disobey God (Heb.
10:25; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1, 2).

Therefore, [ cannot conscientiously engage in carnal
war in any form or branch, and for the above reasons,
I authorize mmy name to be listed in support of the
above principles.

—Eugene Qualls, Route 3, Box 6535, Tulare, Calif.

Good judgment comes from experience, and experi-
ence often comes from poor judgment.

CHRISTIANS AND THE CHURCH
By G. W. Anderson

We often hear denominational preachers teach one
can be a.Christian and not be a member of the Lord's
church. Such doetrine is not found in the Bible. “Take
heed therefore unto yourselves and to all the flock ov-
ver the which the Holy Ghost has made you averseers,
To feed the church of God, which He hath purchased
with His own blood" (Acts 20:28). The Lord adds daily
to the church such as should be saved (Acts 2:47).
Thus we see, we are added to the church when we have
complied with the plan of salvation and to be out of the
body is'to be out of Christ and in an unsaved condi-
tion. “For the husband is the head of the wife even
as Christ is the head of the church and He is the savior
of the body” (Eph. 5:23). There to be in a saved con-
dition, we must be a member of the body of Christ,
which is the church.

Many who are unsaved are confused, having heard
so many different ways of being saved, taught. If you
listen to man you will not know which way to turn.
We must listen to Christ, and follow His instructions
to the letter. He gave instructions to His disciples that
they might carry on when He had gone back to Heaven.
Let us notice the plan of salvation. We must hear and
believe, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God"” (Rom. 10:17). We must repent, “I tell
you nay, but except ye repent, ye shall all likewise
perish” (Lk. 13:3). We must confess the Lord before
men, ‘“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before
men, him will 1 confess also before my Father which
is in Heaven” (Matt. 10:32). We must be baptized,
“Then Peter said unto them, repent and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38). When you have obeyed this
form of doctrine, He adds you to His c¢hurch, which
bears His name, and you will be a Christian.

May God bless all who seek after the Truth with
honest hearts.

—Rte. 3, Box 293, Wichita Falls, Tex.

You do not have to worry unless you want to.

We envy other people their luck, but congratulate
ourselves on our smartness.

KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM

‘“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowl-
edge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Prov-
1:7). The Bible is made up of words and language so
we need to understand language. We find in Matt. 4:4,
also Lk. 4:4, the idea conveyed that man does not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from
the mouth of Ged. We are taught in Dan. 2:21, “And
He changeth the times and the seasons: He removeth
kings and setteth up kings: He giveth wisdom unto
the wise, and knowledge to them that know under-
standing.” He changes summer from winter, sunshine
to rain, dry earth to wet earth, and He changes the vil-
est of sinners into righteous peaple when they yield
unto His woxds., In Isa. 5, He likened His people unto
a vineyard, fenced it, plowed it, and it brought forth
wild grapes, and in the S5th verse, He says, “I will tell
you what I will do to my vineyard, I will take away the
hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down
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the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down.” So
shall be everyone who fails to comply with the Word
of God 1ully.

Many of our brethren do not stay within the bounds
of divine authority, but seem to try to please everyone
but God. By their actions and practice they defile the
worship. By the law of language, what do these words
mean to you: Ocean, sea, river, creek, pond, dipper,
cup. All are containers for liquid. Any liguid must of
necessity have a container. If the Lord had not men-
tioned fruit of the vine we would net have known what
the cup contained. When He took the cup, it does not
say He took a tray of cups. When He offered thanks,
He did not offer thanlks for one and then call on some-
one clse to offer thanks for the other one. When He
said tarry one for another, that one at a time, not sev-
eral at the same time. We must drink together, or we
have not communed. )

Be honest with your God, He is honest with you.

—L. H. Stafford, 419 N. College,
Cordell, Okla.

E. T. Yarbrough, Cherokee, Tex., Apr. 10.—Here is
my renewal. The OPA gets better all the time. I en-
joy the reports. On with the good work.

Geo. 'F. Scott, Box 4, Temple, Ga., Mar. 27.—We
heard Bro. Morris last night at La Grange, and he is
to be with us in a 10 day meeting this summer. We
are always glad to have visitors.

Richard Frizzell, 7470 Jamacha Rd., San Diego 14,
Calif., Apr. 12.—Bro. Nelson Nichols preached for us
Apr. 10. The house was full and we were unable to
seat them all. Pray for us.

Glen Ayers, Rte. 1, Calumet, OKla., Mar. 26.—The
Deep Dale congsagation is growing in strength, though
small in numbers. We hope to cooperate with other
small congregations in supporting mission work in
central and western OKkla.

T. E. McBride, Box 472, Woodson, Tex., Mar. 31.—
The congregation here is doing fine, at peace and en-
joying serving the Lord. However, some of our mem-
bers have moved away. The first part of Aug., Bro.
Morris will be with us in a meeting.

G. W. Anderson, Rte. 3, Box 293, Wichita Falls, Tex.,
Apr. 4—Mar. 3-13, Bro. Morris held a very successful
meeting at Lawrence Rd. Three responded to the
gospel call, among them my mother for which I am so
thankful.

Gillis Prince, RFD, Wedowee, Ala., Apr. 6.—The
church here is doing fine. We would like to hear you
preach again, Bro. King. Please send us 100 of the new
song books. We ask an interest in your prayers.

James H. Smith, Fishermans Camp, Hoskins, Oreg,,
Apr. 6.~We meet for services at Wildwood School (a
community house), 7 miles north of Hoskins. If you
know of any members near here, please contact us,

Ralph Kitson, Mozier, Ill., Apr. 18.—Bro. Jack Ivey
closed our meeting the 10th, with 3 baptisms. We had
large crowds each night. Bro, Geo. Swearingin is in
very bad condition. Pray for him and for us all. Here
are 3 subs.

Eugene Qualls, Rte. 3, Box 655, Tulare, Calif,
Apr. 15.—We are still working at Earlimart. Bro.
Albert McQueary was restored and his wife made the
good confession but has not yet been baptized. The
Porterville brethren have been an inspiration to me,
On behalf of the Earlimart brethren, I wish to thank
Bro. Card of Corcoran who has been much help to
us. Pray for .us.

M. E. Mountain, 1225 South St., Waterloo, Ia., Apr.
15.—We enjoyed a visit by Bro. Billy Orten and enjoyed
his splendid preaching. Waterloo is on Highway 63,
and we wish others would stop over with us on their
way to Pontiac or other points north.

H. T. Smith, 1015 O. St., Sanger, California, April
18.—We worshipped with the brethren at Richmond,
Calif., Apr. 10, and enjoyed seeing them all again
and finding them busy for the Master. Send us 3
of the new song books.

S/Sgt. J. B. Carter, Rte. 1, Ardmore, Okla, Mar.
23~—Since I have been here, I have preached at Sul-
phur and Marietta several times. There is much work
to be done for the Lord in this section. Please note
my new address.

Raymond Osburn, 449 Hurtsview, Monrovia, Calif,
Mar, 30.—The church at Glendora seems to be growing
and plans are being made for a larger building. Any
time you are down here, Bro. King, we would be glad to
hear you preach.

Luther Boek, 5601 North Ave. Carmichael, Calif,
Apr. 18.—We are growing here, and our crowds show
good attention. I baptized one here and one at Redding
since last report.

. R. Helterbrand, 611 N, Hickory, McAlester, Okla.,
Apr. 10.—~The church here is doing fine. Bro. Clovis
Cook preached for us Lord’s day evening, Apr. 10.
Bro. Ervin Waters will hold a meeting for us in May.
Here is check for 100 of the new song books.

Ernie Lewis, Box 393, Armona, Calif., Mar. 29.—
Here is a sub for Bro. Lonnie Moore at San Luis Obispo.
1 baptized 4, March 13, and we are thankful. The
Moore family are young in the faith, meeting in their
home at 1043 Pacific St. Stop and be with them {f
you are near there, Their phone is 294.N.

Maurice Murphy, 1304 Oakhurst Dr., Charleston,
W. Va,, Apr. 11.—The church here is doing fine, with
good crowds and interest. We have had several visit:
ing preachers recently, Brethren B. F. Leonard, J. W.
McKeand, Jerry Cutter, Elwin Cutter, and Ronny Wade.
We were glad to have them all. Here are 2 subs.
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Perry Allen, 600 LaPaloma Rd., Richmond, Calif.,,
Apr. 3—Bro. Bennie Cryer is in a good meeting here,
outside attendance is small, but the members are at-
tending exceptionally well. Bro. J. E. Popejoy and
wife, Box 231, Weed, Calif.,, are anxious td find other
rmembers to meet with. They are about 75 miles from
Redding. Please get in touch with them if you know
of other members near there. ’

Jimmy Shaw, Gen. Del.,, Texarkana, Ark., Apr. 18.
—The church at Texarkana continues to progress, with
increasing crowds and new faces seen often from week
to week. Mar. 17, Bro. Leon Fancher preached for us
and one young woman was restored. We plan to be-
gin a singing 'school tonight to continue for a week
or two. All visitors are welcome to stop and meet
with us as you have opportunity.

Larry Robertson, Rte. 5, Bloomington, Ind., Apr.
15.—The last of Mar., I was in an enjoyable meeting
in Austin, Tex., baptizing one and 3 confessed faults.
I held a meeting for the Gulf St. congregation in San
Antonio, Tex., and have just finished a meeting at
Flemington, Pa. It was a pleasure to work with these
brethren. Two young men were baptized.

Tommy Shaw, Commodore, Pa., Apr. 14—It was
my pleasure to hear Bro. Larry Robertson preach 2
good sermons at Flemington, Pa., the first of April.
The first Lord’s day in April, I preached twice at
Lovejoy, Pa., my home congregation. April 8, I be-
gan a meeting at Healton, Okla., which closes this
coming Lord's day. April 20, I begin a meeting at
Ft. Worth, Tex.

Johnny Elmore, G. D., Houston, Mo., Apr. 18.—
This month the mission work here was supported by
Ardmore, Okla,, Kingman, Ind.,, and Lebanon and Clio,
Mo. The church here is growing. Apr. 3, two fine
men were baptized. We have several brethren who
will take an active part, which we encourage. We
enjoyed hearing Bro. Lynwood Smith at Claxton sev-
eral nights, and visiting in that area. The last two
Saturday nights, I have preached at Ben Davis. Pray
for us in the work.

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., Apr. 5.—
Bro. Morris just closed a good meeting for us, I felt
very small as a preacher compared to him, but was
thankful to be able to work with such a man. Two
were baptized, and 35 confessed faults (many of them,
sisters who were convinced they had sinned by cutting
their hair). Two were baptized just before he got
here. I leave tornorrow for a 2 weeks meeting in Ohio,
then home a week before going to Calif., for 3 weeks.

George W. Carter, 1827 Shady Lane Dr., Shreveport,
La, Mar. 25.—We would like all the OPA readers to re-
member the church at James and Velva St here in
Shreveport, and if it is the Lord’s will we hope they
will be hearing more from us in the future. During
Feb., Bro. Robertson was here doing personal work and
preaching 10 days. Fourteen were restored, and we
all enjoyed his preaching much. We ask the prayers
of the brethren, and would welcome traveling evange-
lists to stop by and preach for us.

Ted Warwick, 811 N. Northwood Ave., Compton,
Calif.,, April 14—The meeting at Manteca closed with
all-day services March 20. There were no visible re-
sults but we believe good was accomplished. We were
thankful for the cooperation of the various congrega-
tions as well as all the visiting preachers. I have en-
joyed several visits with Bro. Wayne McKamie while
he has been here in the state of Calif, The Lord’s will-
Ing I am to begin work with the congregation in Mid-
land, Texas May 29 thru June 26.

Leon Fancher, Box 41, Horatio, Ark., April 15.—
We are still being supported by the same fine congre-
gations who have been so faithful. We appreciate
these brethren, they are showing their faith by their
works (Rom. 10:15). 1 preached at Texarkana one
Thursday night last month, restoring one. We were
also at Shreveport once and I preached ‘on Wednesday
night. I heard three nights of the Waters-Hathaway
discussion in Little Rock and I believe Bro. Waters did
a wonderful job in defence of the Truth. The work at
Horatio continues. We are thankful the Lord has
blessed us with a baby boy. Pray that we may train
him up in the way he should go.

D. B. McCord, 16720 Greenhaven, Covina, Calif.,
April 17—Since last reporting, I have been preaching
in this area as opportunity presented itself. Recently,
it was my pleasure to preach along with Paul Nichols
and Gayland Osburn here at home. We have enjoyed
having Wayne and Jean McKamie in this area. The
goodness of my brethren toward me and mine in this
part continues to be appreciated. I especially enjoyed
in the last issue of the paper Bro. Thomas Shaw's ar-
ticle on “Covenants”; there is a lesson none of us
should miss. How encouraging to read of the growth
of the church, and tg read of so many churches backing
our preachers in the fields beyond; the Cause of Christ
will continue to prosper with the continuation of such!

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., April 17.—
I have just returned from a meeting at Woodlawn (a
suberb of Cincinnati, Ohio), which continued 12 days.
Eight were baptized, 3 confessed faults, one was re-
stored, and one came from the cups congregation. We
had good weather and attendance was good. I estab-
lished this congregation last July, and they have now
outgrown their building, enlarged it, and have now
nearly outgrown it again. They have had 4 meetings
to date, and plan two more this year. Brethren Edwin
Morris and Miles King have preached there, They are
a working church, thus are growing in knowledge, faith,
numbers, and good works. May God give us more such
congregations.

Wayne DeGough, 806 Morning Dr., Bakersfield
Calif., April 18—This month brings to a close work we
have been doing in Albuquerque. We trust and pray
much good has been done. The total visible results
have been 5 restorations. Contributions for the month
of April: Montebello, Calif.—$150.00; Siskiyou St. (Los
Angeles)—$150.00; Glendora, Calif.—$50.00; and Fres-
no, Calif.,, (Orange Ave.)—$25.00. We sincerely ap-
preciate this. The Lord willing I will be back in Calif,,
in May. If you need me, write me at the Bakersfield
address. Our telephone number in Bakersfield is Em-
pire 6-6263. We were happy to have Bro. Paul Nichols
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and wife visit with us en route east. May the Lord

richly bless all the faithful.

Clovis T. Cook, 1611 Bluff St.,, Wichita Falls, Tex.,
April 18.—I recently. preached for the brethren at
Fruitland, Tex. They are deing fine. Bro. Paul Nichols
held a real good meeting at N. 6th and Broadway, here _
in Wichita Falls, Tex. 1 preached last Lord's day at
Ada, and that night for the brethren at McAlester,
Okla., on my way to Little Rick, Ark., where I moder-
ated for Bro. Waters, in a four nights discussion on the
cups question with Lester Hathaway. April 24, I begin
at the new location for the faithful in Levelland, Tex.,
continuing through May 1st. The first two Lord’s days in
June 1 will be in a meeting at Strong, Ark.

J. Wayne McKamie, Rte. 1, McGregor, Tex., April
15—The work -at Odessa was enjoyable and we trust
profitable. We left there March 14. March 16-27, we
were at McGregor where I preached at the home con-
gregation to good crowds. We attended part of Bro.
Lynwoad Smith’s meeting at the Circle Dr. congrega-
tion in Waco, which we enjoyed. Since April 1, we
have been in Lynwood, Calif., for 2 weeks of personal
work, advertising, then a 2 weeks meeting beginning
April 17 to continue through the first of May. We plan
to be in Calif,, until the middle of May in order to
meet other brethren here then back to McGregor be-
fore beginning in Memphis, Tenn., June 10, the Lord
willing. We ask your prayers.

Tom E. Smith, 302 Phillips, Healdton, Okla., April
17—Qur singings at Graham have been encouraging.
We have met there the first Lord's days in March and
April. April 10, I was at Washington for-two fine ser-
vices. Our meeting which has been in progress since
April 8, will come to a close this evening. Bro. Tommy
Shaw has discharged his duty well! He is an untiring
worker, good preacher, and a faithfui Christian. We
have been well pleased with his manner of presenta-
tion both to the church and the world, and I believe
the Lord has been pleased. To date, there has been
no visible results, but we feel it has been time well
spent. Today, we had an all day meeting with sing-
ing in the afternoon. We appreciate the cooperation
of meighboring congregations.

Bill Harmon, 3210 Kemp, Wichita Falls, Tex., April
12—The church at Levelland now has about 28 mem-
bers and a building which we bought from the Luther-
an people in a good location and a good part of town.
Texas congregations helped with the finances, also
others helped. Lubbock donated about $1200.00; Wich-
ita Falls, $850.00; Ft. Worth, $500.00; Flemington, Pa.,
$100.00; Bro. and Sister Byford, Waco, $600.00; Midland,
Tex., $10.00; Odessa donated but I do not know just
how much. The donations amounted to over $3000.00,
and we feel it was well worth it. El{ght souls were
added to the Lord, and others started attending who
had not been doing so. .I wish a good preacher or
teacher could move here and work part time at some
job. They could partly support him. We are moving
back to Wichita Falls the first of May. I feel we have
been benefited by this work.

Billy Orten, Rte. 2, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., April 15.—"
March 27, T was with the brethren at Mozier Hollow,
JI11., and enjoyed hearing Bro. Jack Ivey 3 times, at Mo-

zier. It was my first visit there in almost 5 years.
March 30 April 3, I was at Ottumwa, Ta, and April
4-6, at Waterloo, Ia,, my first time to be at either
place. They are fine people. The Waterloo brethren
are to be commended. Though few in number they
are building a very nice house. April 8-11, I was at
Pontiac, Mich., where I enjoyed seeing all the brethren
and especially Bro. Carl Willis. Carl and I travelled
together for several months when I began preaching in
1948, and I had not seen him in some time. He is a
tireless worker for the Lord. April 13, T was at Love
Joy, Pa., which was enjoyable. 1 am now at LeConles
Mills, Pa. We had a nice crowd last night. May 1.15,
] am to be at Huntington, W, Va.

‘Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood 38,
Calif., April 16.—The meeting at Wichita Falls (N. 6th
St.), closed April 10, with four confessions of faults and
three baptisms. We had good attendance and fine co-
operation from the Lawrence Road congregation. We
were with the congregation at Washington, Okla., Apr.
13, for one service. We got to be with the 7th St. church
in Oklahoma City and heard Bro. Edwin Morris, April
14. At the present time we are in a meeting with the
congregation that meets on Nacadoches Rd., San ‘An-
tonio, Texas. They have a beautiful little building of
modern design, and the members are friendly and seem
to be good workers in the church. Our next work will
be at Midland, Tex. May 11-22, we are to be at Har-
rodsburg, Ind. From there‘'we go to Wynnewood, Okla.,
May 27-June 5.

Edwin S. Morris, 3021 McFerrin, Waco, Tex., April
18—Mar. 16-27, I was in a very enjoyable meeting at
LaGrange, Ga., resulting in 2 baptisms and several con-
fessions of faults. Bro. Miller was there for the entire
meeting and was a great help. This congregation is
to be commended for their work and love for the Lord.
Preaching brethren Gillis Prince, Bud Parker, Alton
Bailey, and Dallas Burdette, were there for one or more
services, and we also had visitors from various places.
April 3-17, I was with the 7th St. congregation in Okla-
homa City with one baptism and 7 confession of faults.
This was an enjoyable meeting with wonderful people.
The brethren from Capitol Hill congregation cooperated
wonderfully. In last report, I failed to mention attend-
ing part of the Miller-Hathaway discussion in Texar-
kana. Bro. Miller did a wonderful.job. April 24-May
1, I will be in Fruitland, Tex.; May 6-15, ait Xansas
City; May 22-June 5, at Arvin, Calif.; and June 12.25,
at Tulsa, Okla. Pray for me and mine.

J. Ervin Waters, Route one, Lawrenceburg, Tenn.,
April 15.—1I closed a meeting at Yuba .City, Calif., March
27, with two baptisms, 13 restored from among back-
sliders, cups and class brethren, and 4 confessions of
faults. This church is definitely one of the strongest
on the West Coast. March 29, 1 visited for a few hours
in the Arthur Kemmerling home at Arvada, Colo., and
enjoyed meeting the brethren there. March 30, I
preached for the first time at the rapidly growing Kan-
sas City, Kan., congregation. While laboring a few
days with Chapel Grove we had 2 restorations and
last Lord's Day one hundred and seventy two attended
services there. April 11.14, I discussed the cups ques-
tion with Lester Hathaway at Little Rock, Ark. Once
again, Clovis T. Cook sat by my side as moderator and
rendered valuable assistance. April 17-22, I will be at
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Marion, La., for a brief mission effort. April 26-May 5,
1 will be at Chestnut Ridge, near Mt, Vernon, Ky. Some
future meeting dates are McAlester, Okla., May 20-29;
pallas, Texas, June 2-12; Wichita Falls, Texas (Law-
rence Rd.), June 12-22; Lubbock, Texas, June 24-July 3.

J. F. Massengale, Rte. 4, Box 990, Phoenix, Ariz.,
April 15— am sorry 1 have neglected reporting the
work in this area. We are thankful for Bro. Norvel El-
lerd and his wife, and their zeal and good works in es-
tablishing the Cause here. We love them for their
works sake. The church here is working, advancing
in number and spiritualness. We have about 20 faith-
ful members and several attending regularly who have
not yet obeyed the gospel. We pray they will before
it is too late. Bro. Paul Nichols and wife visited in
our home one night en route east. We love them and
commend them for their good works. All are invited to
stop by with us. We extend our love and gratitude to
the church at Waterford, Calif., for their assistance and
prayers. May they grow in grace and keep the spirit
of unity in the bonds of peace. We are thankful to
all the congregations who have assisted us. We would
like for more of the preaching brethren to stop by and
meet with us. We need encouragement and edifica-
tion. The church is located at 2546 North 36th St., 3
blocks north of East McDowell Road. Pray for us.

Bennie T. Cryer, 755 Orange Ave., Fresno, Calif,,
April 14,—Since last reporting I have preachéd in Ten-
nessee, Texas, and California. The first part of March
I held a very enjoyable meeting in Greenfield, Califor-
nia. Good crowds attended and the interest manifest-
ed by the members and non-members was very encour-
aging. Bro. Mason, one of our faithful gospel preach-
ers, rendered valuable assistance during the meeting,
driving a hundréd miles there and back each night.
From there, I went to Richmond, California, and work-
ed with the church there for 30 days. I enjoyed this
work very much. Bro. Hilton, another one of our gos-
pel preachers, lives there and I gained much valuable
experience working with him. While there, I held a
discussion with Bro. Logan on the bread breaking is-
sue. They have a small congregation there, and it is
hoped that there can be unity between the churches in
that area. I am now visiting with Bro. King in Modes-
to. This week-end 1 begin working with the church in
Sanger, California. The Sanger church also sponsored
the work in Richmond. 1 will be in Sanger for one
month. Pray for us.

Jim A. Canfield, (colored), Star Rte., Box 78, Ma-
rion, La., April 4—March 17-24, I was with Bro, Elbert
Dillahunt in Greenville, Tex. He has learned the truth
on cups and 8. S, and is trying to get the church there
1o give them up. He asked me to preach on the com-
munion and class system which I did. I wrote on the
blackboard, “The church of the Lord, and the cup of
the Lord,” then asked which had the most proof, the
Lord’s cup or the Lord's church, since Jesus said, "Un-
less you eat the flesh and drink the blood you have
no life in you” (Jno. 6:53), and then said, we must be
born again, baptized into the Christ, the church (Jno.
3:53; 1 Cor. 12:13}). We are not left in doubt about how
to be born again, neither need we guess what the Lord
had when he gave thanks. Their preacher, Bro. Wil-
moore, got up and said he did not believe the Lord

wanted all to drink from one cup. We met later in
the home of Bro. Dillahunt, but Bro. Wilmoore refused
to affirm his practice. I plan to return in June. Rro.
Dillahunt says if they refuse to give up digression, he
and his family will meet in their home for worship.
April 7, I go to Butler, Pa., and will return in May to
the southland for more mission work in Miss., Ark.,
and Ala. Today, I received a surprise gift from the
brethren in Richland, Wash., $50.00, for me to buy a
suit, for the meeting at Sulphur. [ surely do thank
them and all the brethren who are helping me keep on
in the work. May God bless us all.

Gayland L. Osburn, 3032% Carmel St., Los Angeles
65, Calif.,, April 20—I assisted with teaching at Los
Angeles, Calif., Feb. 18, 25, March 4, 18, 25, 27, April
3, and 15, and preached there on night of April 3. As-
sisted with teaching at Glendora, Calif., Feb. 20, 22, 27,
March 1, 6, 8, 13, 20, 22, 29, and April 12, and gave
lesson there with “Don"” McCord and Paul Nichols on
night of March 20 with 5 confessioris of faults. Also,
I preached there on nights of Feb. 20 and March 27.
March 13, preached at Montebello, Calif., with one con-
fession of faults, Heard Wayne McKamie preach at
Los Angeles April 8 and at Lynwood April 13. April
10, preached at Pomona, Calif,, in the morning and at
Cypress, Calif., that night. April 17, heard Jimmy E.
Campbell give lesson at Orange, Calif,, that morning,
and heard V. C. Elliott and Nelson Nichols give les-
son at Glendora that nighi. Donations for Work in
Northwest: Although we have been away from the
Northwest since my last report to the O. P. A,, we have
received donations from the Northwest and other dona-
tions which were probably given because of work there.
These, I will report here, which donations were received
Feb. 18—April 19: G. M. Everett—§25.00; Church, Odell,
Oreg.—$100.00; Church, Caldwell, 1da.—83.00. If there
are any mistakes with these acknowledgements, please
let me know. The Lord willing, we will be back in the
Northwest next week.

Joe Martinez, 3303 Tumalo Trail, Dallas, Tex., April
14.—At the request of the faithful brethren at Denley
Drive church of Christ in Dallas, I came to Dallas the
first of February, and began an effort to establish a
faithful Spanish church of Christ here. We have a
church building rented, located at 2802 Jeff. St,, in
West Dallas, had our first service there March 20, and
have been meeting regularly since then. Of course, we
have no classes, use only one loaf, one cup, and the
fruit of the vine in the worship. Our services are con-
ducted in Spanish. We have seven members, and have
prospects of others leaving error and coming over with
us before long. We also expect to baptize some soon.
‘We have services 10:30 Lord's day morning and 7:30
in the evening. So far we go to the Denley Drive church
for their mid-week service. We have visitors at almost
every service. I want to especially thank the Vaughan
Blvd. church in Ft. Worth, who supported me for one
month, the White Hall church which supported me in
March, and all others who have made this work pos-
sible. My home congregation, 9th and Clay, Waco, has
stood by me faithfully, and so has the Denley Drive
church in Dallas. With the Lord’s help, and the help
of faithful brethren, I am hoping to stay with this work
until we have a fully established church here, able to
carry on the work in the Lord's way. vuar
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.Homer L. King, P. O.'Box 333, Modesto, Calif., April
20—The past month, I have preached one or more times
at Manteca, Waterford, Ceres, and Modesto. Two have
been baptized at Ceres, where I am now in a good
meeting, with good crowds and interest. Preaching
brethren in attendance one or more services are John
Reynolds, Sorvel Ellerd, Benny Cryer, and H. E. Ro-
bertson, all of whom we were glad to have. We are
to continue through next Lord’s day, with all-day ser-
vices, singing in the afternoon. We have planned to
begin another meeting in Modesto, May 28, at the same
place as bejore, the Legion Hall, on South Santa Cruz,
which is a very fine building and a very beautiful and
appropriate location. We hope that we may have the
same splendid co-operation by the varjous congrega-
tions as we had before. The church in Modesto is still
meeting in the Moose Hall, 821 Fifth St. We are glad
to tell you that our attendance there has reached about
50 the past few Lord's days. We hope to buy a church
house or build in the very near future. Our plans are
now to close the meeting in Modesto June 12, depart
the next day for Ada, Oklahoma, where I am scheduled
to conduct a series of meeting, beginning about June
17 and continuing until the camp meeting at Sulphur.
We hope to see very many of our beloved brethren in
the camp meeting in another love feast. I pray that
my old co-laborer, Homer A. Gay, will be recovered suf-
ficiently from his major operation {o be by my side
again in the above meeting. I was glad to attend a
good part of the meeting in Waterford by Bro. James
Winchester, recently.

Homer A. Gay, 262 N. Jackson, Lebanon, Mo., April
15.—8ince my last report, I have been sick most of the
time, and it seems, have done but very little, However,
the work here at Denley Drive, in Dallas, continues to
grow. I have baptized two and two have been restored
to the fold since last report. QOne of these restored, I
baptized twenty-seven years ago, but had been dis-
couraged and out of duty for several years. He was
restored last Lord’s day, and his wife was baptized. The
work is very encouraging here. There is plenty of work
to keep a preacher busy all the time, and the brethren
do not expect him to be a “pastor,” either. They are
all very willing to do their part and I am glad to see
them growing in their ability to teach, lead singing,
pray, and in general, carry on the work. I am sure
that I have never worked with a band of brethren and
sisters who were easier to work with and.get along
with. After Lord’s day, the 17th of April, we take our
leave, and after visiting for a few days at Wichita
Falls, Tex.,, and Frederick, Okla., we begin a meeting
at Del.eon, Texas, May lst. From there to Cross Hol-
lows, near Cassville, Missouri, May 13-22;Brookhaven,
Miss., May 27-June 5; the few nights of that week—
Monday through Friday, [ am to be with the faithful
in Baton Rouge, La.; Hammond, La., June 12-19; thence
to the meeting in Sulphur, Okla., where I hope to see
again so many of our dearly beloved brothers and sis-
ters in Christ, and to labor again with my old faithful
co-worker, Homer L. Xing, through another meeting.
I am very much encouraged by the fact that so many
of the brethren and preachers are seeing the need of
keeping the preacher long enough 1o get the work fully
able to stand alone. I surely appreciate all of the nice
cards and good wishes sent to me. May God bless all,

Every little frog is great in his own bog.

THE OLD TIME PREACHER
(By Lynn Landrum)

The old-time preacher with saddlebag,
A shirt and Bible and a one-eyed nag,
Was priest and prophet who beldly warred
On evil, crying, “Thus saith the Lord.”
He never wobbled on where he stood;
He never doubted that God was good.
He based his sermons on Gospel true—
He never mumbled a book review,
He stuck to preaching that sin is sin.
That grace can handle the fix we're in.
He preached on brimstone and made it hot,
And salvaged sinners from scamp .to sot.
His pay was little, his fame was less;
His wealth was Heaven and blessedness.
And when. he wearied, an angel band
Swept down to take him to Glory Land.

{Selected by Homer A. Gay. And May God Give Us
More Of These Old-Time Preachers, is my suggestion),

Opportunities are like millstones—they may drown
a man, or they may grind his corn.

THE HEAVENLY IMPRINT

“Daes the world take note that you have been with
Jesus?

Do you bear His image stamped upon your face?

Can they sense His grace and beauty in your actions?

In your walk can they His great compassion trace?

“Do your words bespeak the gentleness of Jesus?

Do you shed abroad the sweetness of His love?

Do you bear the radiance of the ‘Inner Chamber'—
Can they tell you've been in touch with Heav'n above?

“Do the things of earth and time fail to allure you?
Do you find in Christ your longing satisfied?

Do you seek His will in all your undertakings—

Is His -precious Book your daily chart and guide?

‘‘Are you walking step by step with Christ the Savior?
O then all the world His love and grace will see

In your smile and in your words and in your actions,
And will know You've been with Him to Calvary.”

—From American Christian Review

THINGS YOU CANNOT DO

Sow bad habits, and reap good character.

Sow jealousy and hatred, and reap love and friendship.

Sow :lissipation, and reap a healthy body.

Sow decaption, and reap confidence.

Sow cowardice, and reap courage.

Sow neglect of the Bible, and reap a well-guided life.
—From Apostolie Times.

“Treasures in heaven” is the coveted portion of
all those whose hearts are right with God.

The disease of an evil conscience is beyond the
practice of all the physicians of all the countries of
the world.—Gladstone.

Looking ahead is a good way to keep from falling
behind.



Qur Purpose ia to *ear-
nestly contend for the
faith which was once de-
livered unto the saints,”
and to “prove all things;
hold fast that which is
good.”

ADVOCATE

continue “speaking
deavoring to keep the
unity of the spirit in the
bond of peace;’t “keeping
the ordinances as deliv-
ered.”

therein, and ve shall find rest for your souls.”

Restorer of Paths to Dwell in.” (Isa. 58:12).

“Thus saith the Lord, ‘Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the 0Old Paths, where is the good way, and walk
(Jer. 6:16) “And they that be of Thee shall build the old waste, places;
thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The Repairer of the Breach, The
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THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION
By Paul O. Nichols

There is a part of man that is going to live forever.
The body of man waxes old and dies. But there is a
part of us that will not pass away. And this eternal
thing—the soul—must be considered, and preparation
for its eternal abiding place should be made, when
it is no longer clothed with mortal flesh.

The plan for the salvation of man had its origin
in the mind of the God of the universe, the maker of
our bodies and the giver of our spirits, The plan was
not instigated by man, but by the maker of man.

When man fell by sin in the Garden of Eden im-
mediately God began to make provision for him to
be retreived from his lost state. God proposed to send
His son, Jesus Christ, into the world as the propitiatory
sacrifice for sin (Gen. 3). In Jno. 3:16, 17 that “God
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten sen,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have life everlasting. For God sent not his son
to condemn the world, but that the world through him
might be saved.” Now, God made this pravision with-
out respect of persons (Acts 10:34). *‘God is not willing
that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance” (2 Pet, 3:9). And Paul tells us that “God
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4}. Actually, God
does not want the destruction of any of us. He would
like to have all be saved, but he has promised salvation
to only those who will meet the conditions of his plan
to save. If a man is not willing to meet the require-
ments for salvation then naturally there is no promise
for him.

When Jesus came, it was to do the will of the
Father. He said upon one occasion, “I do always those
things that please him” (Jno. 8:29). His mission in
the world was to “seek and to save that which was
lost” (Lk. 19:10). Every word that Christ spoke and
every deed that He did was either directly or indirectly
for the purpose of saving the lost.

Divine love is almost beyond human conception.
With finite mind it is next to impossible to under-
stand such compassion as God had for sinful man.
“But God commendetl his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom,
5:8), Once Christ said, Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends”
(Jno. 15:13). And yet His love for fallen man was so

(Continued on page three)

HOW ABOUT OUR STANDARDS?

The guestion posed in our caption is fraught with
serious implications it seems to this writer. In this
essay we want to ask ourselves in the church of Christ
whether or not our standards are being lowered in
certain categories. When we speak of “our standards,”
we of course speak of “that which is set up and estab-
lished by authority as a rule” and that authority is
God. We do not speak in the first two parts of this
article of “our standards™ as the standards of men,
but we speak of standards that are God's. Men's
standards are insignificant, The lowering of aur stand-
ards. which apparently is not too difficult for us
morials, is what we want to be on the guard against,
and with what we are now concerned. First, are our
standards becoming lowered in the category of

Worldliness?

I know of nothing that will sap the strength and
debilitate the influence of the church with more rapid-
itv and thoroughness than worldliness. It was Jesus
who proclaimed: “My Kingdom is not ol this world”
and James ‘who spoke of the undefiled religionist as
one who keepeth “himself unspotted from the world."”

I perceive that he speaks sanely who says that
between the world and the church there is a well de-
fined, easy-to-be-seen, line of demarcation. Is he who
says he thinks this line becomes progressively more
obliterated—hard to see, poorly defined—seeing or not
seeing things?—all because, just think, of how many
places there are that the world goes that some, even
many, in the church will not go; think of the things
that the world does that some, even many, in the
church will not do. I do not deem it necessary to here
present an exhaustive delineation of what worldliness
is ur is not, but perchance, the preachers who dared
sometime ago to preach that the pool hall, mixed
bathing pool, movies (in or out of the home), et cetera
were, to say the least, a step in the wrong direction,
were not as some of us may have supposed the
“heathen raging.” Now, a question for us preachers:
Why such a persistent deletion, from our collection of
sermons, of this one? And, why, when we do mention
it, we are so casual and superficial about it? To use
an expression used by my wife recently when we were
discussing this very issue, I will Jeave this part of our
treatise with you, dear reader, "It scares met!"

Next, are our standards being lowered in our
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charitable attitude toward our brother who dares to
express on scriptural grounds his
Convictions?

May we explain what we do not mean in the use
of the word convictions here. We do not mean con-
victions that are based upon opinions, but we speak
of convictions born of truth; and only in that respect
do we desire to be understood.

The man is truly worthy of pity who has no con-
victions, but more worthy of pity is he, who, when
called upon to stand for his convictions, lacks the
spiritual stamina and fortitude to do so. But, more
worthy of pity than either of those mentioned, are the
ones of us whao criticize, ostracize or otherwise malign
the one who, for the sake of the soul, presents to us
convictions born of truth. The Galatians' standards
were lowered in this respect, for Paul declared unto
them, “Am [ therefore become your enemy, because I
tell you the truth?” (Gal. 4:16). Are we twentieth
century Galatians in this respect?

Lastly, are we measuring others’' loyalty to God by
the standards God has set, or do we measure others'
loyalty to God by

Our Own Standards?

Here we speak of our own standards as the stand-
ards of men—not the standards of God. By the stand-
ards of men, a man's loyalty to God may or may not
be good according to the religious journal to which
he subscribes. Those of us who read this journal and
even, without bias, consider it the best in the broth-
erhood. can not and must not accuse him, who does
not read it, of being disloyal to God. Just because we
subscribe to a paper is no reason either for us to be
called followers of that paper and not followers of
God. Just because I read and write for the Old Paths
Advocate does not make me an OPA preacher nor does
it give me membership in a sg-called OPA clique or
some inner circle organization. I feel that I speak the
sentiments of us all. [ do not helieve that there is an
“OPA preacher” nor an “OPA clique.” We are followers
of God, not of papers and men. Would it not be wonder-
ful if men would not in their frailty set up standards
whereby to judge you and me?

The standards of men perish with the using, having
been of no abiding good or lasting consolation—but
the standards of God are perfect, eternal and consoling.
It is up to us then to remember that according to the
standards of God, a man rises or falls, and that our
own standards are never the medium of measurement
for spiritual things.

—D. B. McCord.

THE POWER OF GOD’S WORD

By Eugene Qualls

The power of Ged's word is around us, under us,
and above us. By His word, the things we see and
have, were created, I have walked upon the floor of
the great Yosemite Valley, stood amazed at the foot
of her great waterfalls, and marvelled at her great
mountains, North Dome, Half Dome, El1 Capitan, and
the Three Brothers. I know that by the power of God's
word these things came into being. I have walked in
the shade of the Giant Redwood forest and laoked
upon the General Sherman tree, the oldest living thing
on earth known to man, and I know there is one, yea
even the Ancient of Days who by the power of His
word caused these great trees to sprout from mother

earth. I have lived here in the great San Joaquin, with
all its fruits, vegetables, cotton, etc., and realize that
by His word we have our daily needs. I have crossed
over the great Oakland Bay bridge along with the
hundreds of trucks, trains, and other wvehicles, all
dependant upon the foundation of that bridge, and I
know that by His powerful word, our planet hangs in
space upon nothing. I visit the graves of my loved
ones, and my cries disturb not their long sleep, but
thank God, some day the chain of death shall be
broken and the graves opened by His word.

We wonder why people seek something higher and
more mysterious than the simple Word of God. Like
Naaman of old, who could not accept the simple solu-
tion of dipping 7 times in the River Jordan, but looked
instead for a miracle. Today, people seek a miracle
in order to obtain salvation, when His word holds the
only salvation. The Bible contains the mind of God,
the state of man, the way of salvation, happiness of
believers, and the doomn of sinners. We must read it
to be wise and practice it to be a christian. Paul tells
us in Heb. 4:12, “The Word of God is alive, and powerfu]
and sharper than a two edged sword.” It is the same
voice ithat healed the blind man, and calmed the
stormy waters with a simple ‘“Peace be still" that
night so long ago. That voice, through the written
page tells us to believe (Heb. 11:6), repent (Lk. 13:3, 5),
confess (Matt. 10:32, 33), and be baptized (Rom. 6:3, 4).
We shall all be judged by the mighty Word.

--Rte. 3, Box 655, Tulare, Calif.

JUST THINKING

It has been a wonderful year in the Lord thus far
in 1955. 1 am encouraged and inspired beyond words
of expression at the many reports of successful evangel.
ism on both the part of preachers and congregations. I
believe the Old Paths Advocate is the best ever. Its
pages are flooded with the Spirit of Christ and it rings
throughout with the spirit of evangelism. God help us
to keep progressing in the truth and realization of our
number one need and purpose. The primary and funda-
mental purpose of the church is to go and preach the
Gospel to the lost. The church has by no means ful-
filled its obligation until it becomes a permanent
supporter of the Gospel beyond its own door step.

I see nothing but a bright future for the Church,
if the present trend to restore the primitive New Test-
ament evangelism continues. May God be our helper
in these desires. I fear many times in our firm stand
for the truth we have been so overwhelmed we have
failed to include a burning desire to carry the truth
to the lost; and instead we have been content to preach
to ourselves. Preachers are not the only ones to blame,
altho I believe we deserve the greater burden of guilt,
having failed to emphasize the need sufficiently and
point out the enormity of sin and negleet of duty. Then
too, I wonder just how willing have we really been
toward these things. A discussion and enumeration
of failures and short comings, with an eye single 10
the correction is the beginning of correction, wisdom,
and success,

I have been thinking, and listen to these figures
and possibilities. There is today about 40 or 50 preach-
ers actively engaged in the preaching of the Gospel.
If each preacher within the next year would be instru-
mental in establishing just one new congregation and
nurture the establishment to substantial maturity we
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could within one year add possibly 45 new congrega-
tions, Preaching brethren, think how many of us in
times past have gone several years without planting
the gospel in one new area. I am fairly confldent that
evely preacher desires it to be otherwise. If so, let’s
make it that way. Brethren If each preacher in the field
would, by: the help of God, be instrumental in es.
tablishing "and nurturing one new congregation each
year for the next three years, we could well end that
period of time with possibly 150 new congregations, If
this same plan was followed for the next ten years
we might well emerge from that period with 500 new
congregations. Before you ery, ‘“utterly impossible!”
let us ask ourselves a question, Are we in a proper
position to say if we have never tried? I believe with
God all things are possibie. There are some whose
habitual -haitation is the seat of do nothing and from
thelr ranks can be heard the cry, “It can't be done,”
and thus they will never try. Brethren if we tried
over a ten year period to establish and nurture 500
congregations and fell short of that goal by one half,
we would acecomplish much more than if we never
tried at all. If the past would predict the future about
100 new congregations would be the over all accomplish.
ment in the next 10 years, if even that many. The need
of such work is evident, and the majority, if not all
the preachers are willing to try. According to God's
word it is His will and He will assist us in our righteous
efforts; there is therefore only one thing lacking. 1
helieve the congregations can and must have fellow-
ship in this work by supplying that which is lacking.

There are many congregations that are really
working and carrying out extensive mission efforts.
Thank God for them, and may God help them more
and more. Sadly enough there are many that are
able and yet are still idle in this respect. Let us keep
growing in mission mindness until we can truthfully
say, “We are 100 per cent in the work."”

A working congregation is generally a congrega-
tion that is free from jealousies, strife, and trouble. A
great many of our past sore spots and ills can be cured
if we wauld but oceupy our minds with desire and go
to work for the Lord.

I honestly confess my fear that at times the cause
of Christ has felt the hot breath of the hireling pastor
system. It has stalked us as a henchman in the night,
ready to gnaw out our vitals and leave only a heap
of deadmen's bones. If the mature congregations that
are financially able ifo carry on mission work call in
a paid preacher to wark around their own door steps
then our mission cause is lost, It is pretty evident that
when a congregation reaches a mature state of abillty
that will enable them to pay a preacher full time to
preach and hang around that congregation, they are
substantially mature enough and able to send that
man into the field. In the mission fileld is where the
breacher needs to stay 6 months, 1 year, or even 2 or
3 years; not around the congregations to deprive the
membership the opportunity to develop their talents.
I fervently believe the home congregation is our first
obligation and that even mature congregations need
preaching, but let us not do all of one and none of the
ather.

Brethren, if such a plan as this can be developed
then the bright spots on our horizons won't be optical
illusions. Just thinking!!

—Billy Jack Ivey.

THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION—

(Cintinued from page one}
great that He died not only for his friends who love
Him, but for His vilest and most bitter enemies. He
gave his life for that -cruel man who carefully platted
the horrible crown of thorns which pierced His in-
nocent brow, for the men who mocked Him and spit
in His face, and for the man who slapped Him and
then mockingly shouted, “Prophesy who it was that
smote thee.” Christ died for the men who nailed Him
to the cross, and for those indecent and disrespectful
soldiers who cast lots for His vesture, as well as for
His disciples who were witnessing His terrible suffer-
ing and agonizing, and torturous death. “Who gave
himself a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2:6).

The death of His Son was a very definitc part of
God's plan to save the lost. He had required sacrifices
of His people for hundreds of years, and He would
accept nothing but the very best that they had to
offer. Then, when it came time for Him to make His
sacrifice, was it not right that He would offer the
best that He had? He could have chosen some subordi-
nate or inferior being of heaven, for the sacrifice, but
iHe did not. He offered His own Son. ‘“Behold, the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world!” {(Jno. 1:29).

In order to make known to the world God's scheme
to save, Christ chose men, whom He called apostles,
to be His ambassadors to a lost and sin-cursed world.
He schooled them constantly in the great principles of
Christianity, and then, just before He went back te
heaven He told these men, “Go ye, therefore, into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”
(Mk. 16:15). Paul later tells us, “ . it pleased God
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that
believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). Further he says that preaching
is God's power to save (1 Cor. 1:18). Preaching then
is undeniably a very definite part of God’'s plan to
save. Christ says, “No man can come {0 me, except
the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will
raise him up at the last day. It is written iIn the
prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every
man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the
Father, cometh unto me" (Jno. 6:44, 43). Then in
Romans 10:13, 14, we read, “For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then
shall they call on him in whom they have not be-
lieved? and how shall they believe in him of whom
they have not heard? and how shall they hear without
a preacher?”

Some surely do not realize the importance of
preaching the Gospel of Christ. I mean some of the
members of the body of Christ do not seem to realize
that the Lord has mmade preaching a very necessary
part of the scheme of redemption,

(To be continued)

WHAT THEY GO TO CHURCH FOR

Some go to church for a walk,

Some go there to laugh and talk,
Some go there to see a friend,
Some go there their time ta spend,
Some go there to gain a lover,
Some go there their faults to cover,
Some go there to doze and nod,
Help me to go there to worship God.

(Selected by Homer A. Gay)
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HERE AND THERE

Note: How to Reach The QOPA—If you want your
reports, articles, current happenings to appear in the*
July issue, you should remember to address us at Ada,
Oklahoma, Gen. Del,, as we are to be there in a series
of meetings, June 17-26. Please, make a note of this.

He Likes The Paper And The New Song Boolt—
Brother Billy Jack Ivey has this to say about the
paper: “Bro. King., I believe the Old Paths Advocate
is the best now it has been since my acquaintance
with it. possibly, since you began as publisher in 1932.
It has continued to improve the last several months.
The reports of work being done are the most encourag-
ing, we have ever had.”

About The Seng Book, Billy has this to say: "As
for the 1955 song book (*Old Path Echoes, No. 47), I can
say without reservation thai it is the best yet. I an-
ticipate a greater sale of this book than any in the
past. I have heard nothing but praise concerning the
book. It completely meets my expectations and de-
sires in regard to a song book. I really appreciate
helping select the songs, and I shall do all that I can
to help sell the book, as it is certainly worthy. The
singing at Sulphur should be the best in several years,
due to the splendid songs and the earlier publication.”
And so goes the reports from the various congregations,
where it has been tried.

Where They May Be Obtained—Of course, you may
always obtain them by sending your order to the pub-
lisher, as directed above; but you may obtain them
from either W. S. Cummings, Box 135, Davis, Okla., or
Harold King, 103 Crestline Addition, Lebanon, Missourij.
Order from the place nearest you, please. The price is
80c per copy, five copies $2.00; for any number over
four copies, 40c per copy; postage prepaid.

Do You Work for The Paper?—If you like the
paper and you believe in the principles it advocates,
why not work for the paper wherever you go? Will
you not show your appreciation by mentioning the
paper publicly and privately, thereby helping us to
swell the number who read the good articles, reports,
etc.? Your efforts will be rewarded. Try it, brother.

“Slackness of God’s work is a prevailing weakness
among his peaple.”

FROM BROTHER GAY

From Shreveport, La., under date of May 16, I re-
ceived the following on a postal card, written by his
own hand:

“Dear Old Pal: You may please tell the readers of
the OPA, that I hope to be released by the doctor this
week or next. We shall then return to our home in
Missouri for rest and recuperation, until time to begin
the Sulphur, Okla., meeting. I hope to be in ‘tip-top'
shape by then, ready to take up the wark scheduled.

Many thanks to all for their assistance, prayers,
cards, etc. You may look for a full report next month.”

We rejoice -that Brother Gay is on the rocad to re.
covery, and that he anticipates being completely re-
covered by the time we are to begin the meeting in
Sulphur, June 25.

—H. L. K.

OUR HELPERS

Below, you will find the number of subscriptions
sent us from April 20 to May 20. Please check the list
and report any errors to us. We appreciate your con-
tinued interest and work for the paper. Note the fol-
lowing:

J. Ervin Waters—3; Paul O. Nichols—6; Edwin S.
Morris—5; Barney D. Welch—5; J. W. McKeand—S5; C.
C. Brownh—>5; Homer A. Gay~-3; Paul Carroll—3; Mrs.
Della Hubbs—3; O. S. Harris—3; Fred Kirbo—3; Elgie
Thompson—3; J. F. Massengale—2; Homer L. King—2;
L. T. Cryer—2; Dora Barker—2; Luther D. Boek—2;
Wayne Fussell—2; Thomas Stiner—2; Mrs. Earl Butis
—2; Ralph Kitson—2; T. J. Shaw—2; Gayland Osburn
—2; Stella Barnes—2; H. 8. Jackson—2; L. H. Frizzell
—2; Tommy Shaw—2; E. H. Miller—2; Abe Young—?2;
Bennie Cryer—1; Ernie Lewis—1; Gene Hopkins—1;
J. T. Broseh—1; Mrs, J. E. Johnson—1; W. H. Bower-
man—1; W. E. Swindler—1; K. D. Rawdon—1; C. W.
Vanstavern—1; J. B. Lane--1; Garland Lamb-—1; Coy
Agnew—I1; Calvin Wynn—I1; Ray Asplin—l; Charles
Coats—1; Dow Fancher—1; Mrs. Waldo Booth—1; Geo.
Everett—1; Mrs. H. E. Bates—1; W. P. Perser—1; Earl
Carter—1; Fred Renier—I1; ‘Mrs. Grace McDonald—1;
Mrs. Larry Mongeon—1; Al Wilburn—1; Delton Cog-
burn—1; Melvin Crouch—1; Marvin Fisher—1; Mrs. G.
H. Leake—1; James Halstead—1; Hugh Bentch—1; L.
D. McDonald—1; J. A. Scantling—1; Wilson Thompson
—1; Mrs. F. E. Wade—1; Raymond Lindsey—1; Ben
Higham—1; David Trayler—1; Clint Sargent—1; Total
—125.

THE WORK IN AFRICA
By Paul O. Nichols

Under the date of April i9, 1935, Brother E. C.
Severe writes some very encouraging news. He says,
“The results of our efforts are more successful from
week to week. Wé are able to convince the unbelievers
with the Gospel. Many are being saved. From March
to this date I have had fifty-one baptisms at various
congregations. I met Chikomola yesterday at Mukeya.
He told me that he had sixty.seven baptisms in two
weeks time at Liwonde. Chakhame told me last night
that he had seventy-eight baptisms in April. You may
be assured that the Lord's Cause has now received 2
home inside of Africa. Our evangelists are more in-
dustrious than they used to be. The support they Te
ceive is boosting them to do more for the Lord.” He
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also wrote that John Mussa, one of the other preachers
had baptized seventy people in a month and a half at
Thekerani. ,

Brethren, does this not thrill your soul, knowing
that the Gospel is finding such a reception somewhere
in the world. It certainly is not so here in our own
country. Ask any one of the preachers in our ranks
here in the States how many he has baptized in the
last month, and then compare the results of his preach-
ing with the success that these African brethren are
having. The Lerd is no respecter of persons, regardless
of color or nationality. A soul is worth just as much
in one part of the world as it is in another. Christ died
for one just as surely as He did for another. Why
should we not rejoice in the success of the Gospel there
as we would here in the U, S.?

May 3, I wired Brother Severe the money that had
been contributed for a motoreycle for him. He wrote
and told me that he had talked to experienced cyclists
and found that they preferred a certain make for use
in that section. It was a lighter model than I had
anticipated. But I also talked to a cyelist or two and
finally decided that not only durability needed to bhe
considered, but economy of operation as well. So by
the time this reached the readers of the OPA, Bro.
Severe will be using his new motoreycle in the Lord’s
work. Thanks to all who made it possible to get it
for him, so that he can more efficinetly take care of
responsibilities that are his as the ons who is taking
the lead in the Lord's work in Nyasaland. The demands
are pretty heavy from wvarious places to visit and
strengthen the outlying congregations,

Once again our thanks to the faithful churches and
individuals who have been helping to support these
African preachers to get out and carry the Gospel to
the lost of their race. The following donations have
been received from churches: Odell, Oreg.—$50.00; But-
ler, Pa. {colored)—$50.00; Harrodsburg, Ind.—$22.00;
Corcoran, Calif. (Mar., Apr., May).—$45.00; Stockton,
Calif. (Apr., May, June).—$30.00; Ada, Okla.—$15.00;
Armona, Calif.—$10.00; Washington, Okla.~—~8$10.00. Do-
nations from individuals: L. I. Gibbs, Huntington Park,
Calif.—810.00; David Trayler, San Antonio, Tex.—$1.00.

THE CUP OF THE LORD
By T. J. Shaw, Sr.

I am in correspondence with one of our digressive
brethren, who takes the position that the “cup of the
Lord” is the fruit of the vine. That the “cup” has no
symbolic significance that it is not a literal container,
but is only the fruit of the vine.

If in the Lord's Supper the cup is merely an in-
cidental, of no importance, has no meaning, and the
Iruit of the vine only is to be emphasized, and there
is no example given to show the manner of observing
this institution, then why use the cup at all? Why not
use a bunch of grapes—which is the fruit of the vine—
give thanks for them, then pass them around to each
communijcant? Let each one take a grape, squceze it,
and so swallow the juice. I wonder if they would en-
dorse this way of doing it! Since there is no procedure
exemplified by Jesus, or the Apostles, and that Jesus
had “nothing in view but the “fruit of the vine” when
He established the Lord’s Supper, these digressive breth-
fen could find mo scriptural oppesition to this prae-
tice, Read 1 Cor. 11:1; Phil. 3:16; 4:9.

Paul said to the Corinthians, “I praise you, indeed,

because you never forget me, and are keeping my in-
junctions in mind, exactly as I laid them upon you"
{1 Cor. 11:2, 20th Cen.). “You must follow my example
in this, as [ am following Christ's" (1 Cor, 11:1, Good-
speed.)

Christ and Paul both used 2 literal cup in the Lord's
Supper.

—~Commodore, FPa.

THREE UNDENIABLE PARALLELS DEADLY
TO HATHAWAY’S POSITION
By J. Ervin Waters

1. “This (bread) is My body which is given for
you” (Lk. 22:19).

2. “This {fruit of the vine) is My blood of the new
testament, which is shed for many” (Mk. 14:24).

3. “This cup is the new testament in My bloed,
which is shed for you" (Lk. 22:20).

Discussion

{1) These three statements are contextual, ana-
logical, syntactical, and grammatical parallels in their
essential particulars.

(2) Each has a subject and a predicate joined by
the copula “is.”

(3) Each embraces a metaphor which is a figure
of comparison and which Is suggested by “Is” in which
usage “Is’” carries with it the idea “‘represents.”

(4) Each also embraces a prolepsis, “is glven,” “is
shed,” anticipatory language, in which a future event
is spoken of as an accomplished fact.

(5) The subject of each is a literal something.

(6) If bread is literal and the fruit of the vine is
literal, then The Cup Is Literal.

(7) If after Christ made these statements, the
bread was still literal bread but with a spiritual sig-
nificance, and the fruit of the vine was still literal
fruit of the vine but with a spiritual significance, then
the cup was still a literal cup but with a spiritual
significance.

(8) If when Christ said of the bread, “This is My
body, which is given for you,” the bread and the body
of Christ were two different things but with a spiritual
relationship; and if when Christ said of the fruit of the
vine, “This is My blood of the new testament, which is
shed for many,” the fruit of the vine and the shed
blood were two different things but with a spiritual
relationship; then when Christ said, “This cup is the
new testament in My blood, which is shed for you,” the
cup and the new testament were two different things
but with a spiritual relationship.

(9) If the bread Christ took was literal bread be-
fore, when, and after He took it, and if the fruit of the
vine He took was literal fruit of the vine before, when,
and after He took it, then the cup He took was a literal
cup before. when, and after He took it.

(10} Jesus was no more defining “cup” than He
was defining “bread” and “fruit of the vine.” Bread
was still bread. Fruit of the vine was still fruit of the
vine. Cup was still a cup.

(11) On the cross the body of Christ was given
and His blood was shed for the remission of sins and
to ratify the new testament or covenant.

In obeying the gospel we contact the blood of
Christ to have remission of sins Only by complying
with the terms of the new covenant and we become
members of His body.

In The Lord's Supper, we partake of the bread, rer’
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resenting His body, and contact or partake of the fruit
of the vine, representing His blood, by drinking out of
the cup, representing the new coverant.

In ancient times oriental peoples often originally
sealed a covenant or contract by killing an animal
and drinking its blood form a cup which was passed
to all. In time wine frequently was substituted for
blood and used to represent it. They passed a cup of
wine around and all drank and thus bound themselves
to the covenant.

The Lord's Supper is a symbolic or representative
service. In it we have the representative of the sac-
rifice slain, the bread, and the representative of the
blood shed, the fruit of the vine, and the representa-
live of the covenant, the cup. We eat the bread and
drink the fruit of the vine out of the cup, and mutually
signify that we as one body bind ourselves together
with Him to His covenant and that we will faithfully
abide by it. We thus keep vividly in memory what He
did for us.

This is in harmony with the law of God, the knowsl
facts, and the laws of language, A plurality of loaves
and plurality of cups in the Lord’'s Supper in an as-
sembly destroys and perverts the law and the picture.
Individual cups hinder and blind spiritual perception.
Hathaway will not quote or read a verse of Scripture
which will prove his practice.

—Rte. 1. Lawrenceburg, Tenn,

OUR DEPARTED

Weldon—Bro. S. E. Weldon of Beaumont, Tex,
died April 15, 1955, in the Linders nursing home. He
was 89 years of age. and had been ill for several years,
and bedfast since last Sepi. Burial was in Coopers
Cemertery near Leesville, La. He was a member of the
church 68 years. and the brotherhood has lost a loyal
and faithful member. He remained faithful until
death. The family has our sympathy.

—John J. Bennison

(Note: We are sorry the message of Bro. Weldon's
death did not reach us in time for the May issue of
OPA. We extend our sympathy tge the family.—Ed.).

Hines--Brother James Edward Hines was born in
Batesville, Arkansas, April 25, 1887, and died April 19,
1955, in Mountain Grove, Mo. He obeyed the gospel
many years ago, and was a member of the Fieldstone
church of Christ. He had lived near Fieldstone most
of his life. He is survived by his wife, Pearl Sloan
Hines; his mother, Mrs, Frances Johnson, Sanger, Calif.;
eight sons: Austin, Tulare, Calif.; Loren, Parma, Idaho;
Estel, Mountain Grove, Mo.; Melvin, Grand Rapids,
Mich.; Bartley, Tallman, N. Y.; Marvin, Bakersfield,
Calif.; Marshall, Cabool, Mo.; and Hulet, Mountain
Grove, Mo.; five daughters: Mrs. Edgel Bittick, Inde-
pendence, Mo,; Mrs. Hazel McGowen, Vanzant, Mo.;
Mrs. Velma Bienhoff, Franklin, Neh.; Mrs. Dola Pierce,
Walla Walla, Wash.; and Mrs. Theda McCall, Cabool,
Mao.; 34 grandchildren, 3 great-grandchildren; one half-
brother and four half-sisters.

The writer conducted services at Fieldstone church
of Christ in the presence of a large sorrowing audicnce.
Singing was by members of the Fieldstone congrega-
tion led by Bro. Clyde Penner. Interment was in Pen-
ner Cemetery.

—Johnny Elmore.

BONDS OF MATRIMONY
Pauley-Claywell—The evening of April- 30, 1955,
in the home of Bro. and Sister Claywell at 2325—2nd
St., La Verne, Calif., John D. Pauley, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Theodore R. Pauley, Monon, Ind., and Margaret
Ann Claywell of LaVerne, Calif.,, were united in mar.
riage. The writer was happy to be their officiant.
—L. H. Gragg.
Smith-Crum—On Mar. 19, 1953, at 2:00 P. M, 1
united in marrage, Carl Denver Smith, Houston, Tex,
and Peggy Crum, Brookhaven, Miss. The wedding took
place in the home of the bride in Brookhaven, Miss.
—M. Lynwood Smith.
Fussell-Webb—April 1, 1955, at 7:00 P. M., at the
Velva St. church of Christ in Shreveport, La., I united
in marriage, Brg, Wayne Fussell, Wilson, Okla., and
Carolyn Webb, Shreveport, La. Wayne is one of our
finest gospel preachers, and Carolyn is a sweet girl.
We wish the best for them.
—M. Lynwood Smith.
Stermer-Elless—April 2, 1955, 7:00 P. M., at the
6th St. church of Christ, in Wichita Falls, Tex., I united
in marriage, Aulton Keith {(Jackie) Stermer and Bar.
bara June Elless, both of Wichita Falls, Texas.
—M. Lynwood Smith.

DONATIONS ACKNOWLEDGED

The 4th Lord’s day in March, our home burned
while we were attending church, and we lost everything
we had. We want the brethren to know how we appre-
ciate their help. “By this shall all men know that ve
are my disciples. if you have love one for another”
(Jno. 13:35). We thank God for such bréthren. We re-
ceived the following help: Okla. City (7th St.)—$100.00;
Nole Chapel, Stilwell, Okla.—8$15.00; Tulsa, Okla.—
$50.00; Secntinel, Okla.—§25.00; Deep Dale, Calumet,
Okla.—335.00; McaAlester, Okla.—$25.00; Fredrick, Okla.
(Carter)—§23.00; Ada, Okla., (W. 6th)—$100.00; Galey,
Okla. (our home congregation)—$100.00; Okla. City
(Capitol Hill)—$100.00; Lexington, Okla.—$100.00;
Wynnewood, Okla.—$25.00; Davis, Okla.—$46.00; Stil-
well], Okla.—$15.00; Dougherty, Okla.—$14.31; Sulphur,
Okla. (Tishmingo)—825.00; Elmore City. Okla. (Qak
Grove)—$5.00; Washington, Okla.—$50.00; Ada, Okla.
(Garr Corner)—$25.00. We also received donations of
linens and clothes which we appreciate.

—Bro. and Sister H. L. Kite and family.

OLDEST KNOWN COPY OF THE BIBLE

Washington, Mar. 25.—The oldest known copy of
the New Testament among the most valued of all
Christian documents, was shown to President Eisen-
hower today in a brief White House stop on the way
to the library of Congress. The president leafed through
the yellowed pages of the faded manuscript, hand
written in Aramaic, the language which Christ and
His disciples spoke.

A heavy police guard and a $1,500,000 insurance
policy covered the testament on it's 90 minute journey
from the vault of a Washington bank to the library,
by the way of the president's office. At the library,
the volume believed to be more than 1600 years old,
will be kept in a vault until it goes on publie exhibition,
April 5.

The testament is known as the Yonan Codex. For
centuries it has been in the keeping of the Malek
Yonan family, whijch came from Assyria. The manu-
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script was acquired from Norman M. Yonan, a member
of the family which preserved it over the centuries by
the Ararnaic Bible founrdation, a body specially or-
ganized to buy and make appxopriate use of the Codex.
No sale price has been announced.—(Selected from a
daily paper in Calif,, by James Winchester, Lodi, Calif.)

A NEW CONGREGATION

The new congregation in North Ft. Worth, Tex.,
wishes to take its stand among the loyal and faithful
cpngregations of the church of Christ, as opposed to all
common innovations (cups, Sunday school, instrumental
musie, the popular pastor system), as well as anhy new
ones that may appear. We seek the closest harmony
and fellowship with all of like precious faith. Our
aim is to nurture a thriving congregation in North Ft.
Worth, to the glory of God, and to guide priceless souls
to eternal happiness. We ask all faithful ministers,
young and old, to visit and worship with us everytime
you can. Please pray with us and for us.

—John Spradley,
2117 Cloverdale, Arlington, Tex.

LLABOR DAY MEETING

The California Labor Day meeting is to be held in
Stockton this year, Sept. 3-5, following two weeks of
meetings by Bro. Clovis T. Cook.

If you plan to attend this meeting and would like
to arrange for lodging, contact either of the following
brethren: Warren L. Henry, 3730 E. Guernsey, Dial HO-
32149. or Kenneth C. Freeman, 1209 N. Carlton Ave.,
Dial HO-22189.

POSSIBLE LODGINGS—CAMP MEETING

Brother Bill Roden at the request of Bro. Gay sends
us the following list of various places: Artesian Hotel,
1001 West First St., also a small hatel, 1200 W. Broad-
way, W. A. Emerson Apartments, 522 W. 12th.; Mrs.
Moon’s Apt., 320 W. 12th,; Glidwell’s Cabins, . Sul-
phur; DeSpain Modern Cottages, 421 W. 12th.; Mrs.
Bennet's Camp House Courts, 301 W. 12.; Baker's Maodern
Apts., 310 W. 12th.; Mrs. Sharp’s Furnished Apts. 120
W. Sulphur; Bromide Furnished Apts. 120 W. 1st.; Puck-
ett's Furnished Apts, 117 W. 12th.; Mrs. Thompson's
Furnished Apts., 112 Lindsay; Platts Motor Courts, W.
Broadway; End-of-Day Motel, 1400 Bk. W. Broadway;
East End Cabins, E. Sulphur; James Court, W. Broad-
way; all of the above in Sulphur.

For late arrivals, you may try various courts in
Davis, 9 miles west of Sulphur, alse Ada, 29 miles from
Sulphur.

If you like camping out in a tent, the Platt Na-
tional Park, in Sulphur, is available wifh free space,
and tents are available for renting.

—R. B. Roden.

“Few people remember Babe Ruth for the times he
struck out.”

MILLER- MOYER DISCUSSION
The above discussion was conducted in the build-
ing owned by the S. S. brethren, Percy and Jewell,
Yuba City, Calif.,, May 4-7, by Brethren Loyd Moyer
(cups and S. 8.) and E. H. Miller (one cup and op-
posing classes and women teachers). Forrest Moyer
and the writer were the moderators. Two nights were

devoted to the classes and women teachers and two
nights to the cups guestion.

In trying to prove his classes Moyer introduced
such references as Lk. 2:46; Ex. 18:13-26; Acts 2. Bro,
Miller took these away from him, showing that in
Acts 2:14, all the teachers were in “one place,” speaking
as the Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2:4; 1 Cor.
14:30-33). Moyer introduced Neh. 8:1.8. Miller showed
that all assembled together as one man, and that Ezra,
the priest, brought the law before the whole assembly,
both men and women; Ezra standing on a pulpit of
wood, and the people stood in their place. Moyer goes
to MK. 9:2 to try to prove that Jesus “divided an as-
sembly,” since He took with Him Peter, James and
John. Miller showed according to Mk. 9:2 and Lk. 9:3T7,
this took place six days later. Miller asked Moyer if
he had a class for casting out devils as in Mk. 9:17, 18.

In his defense of one male teacher at a time to
the whole assembly, Bro. Miller introduced over 36
Scriptural references, to which Bro. Moyer agreed. Bro.
Miller showed that A. Campbell called the S. S. a *“hobby
of modern times;"” and that H. Leo Boles, an able S.
S. preacher, said in his book, that the church was 1700
years old before the S. S, came into existance, Miller
showed a Sunday school certificate put out by a 8. S.
church, in Nashville, Tenn., which said “Robert Raikes,
founder of 8. S., 1780.” Moyer replied. “We don't call it
S. S. now.” Miller then showed a picture in the Gospel
Advocate (one of their papers), March 10, 1955 issue,
of B. C. Goodpasture, Inspectinrg a trailer with a sign
on it, “Record Sunday school attendance 2317,” with
these words inscribed under the picture, “B. €. Good-
pusture inspects trailer, containing Madison (Tenn.)
Church and Geospel Advocate exhibits, preparatory to
leaving for Abilene Christian College Lectures.” Thus
it was shown that the S. S. is a modern arrangement,
over 1700 vears too late to be apostolic.

In the discussion on the cups question, Miller
showed from the Bible, {ive times of “a loaf” and *one
loaf” and twelve times of '‘a cup,” “this cup,” the cup,”
and “that cup.” Moyer admitted Jesus used one cup
and bread. He said the cup Christ took in Matt, 26:27;
Mk. 14:23 was “a cup containing the fruit of the vine.”
In answer to the question by Miller, “Was the fruit of
the vine in Matt. 26:29 in a cup (container), or in
some cups (containers)?” Moyer said, “Yes, it was in
a container.”” The above being admitted, it is not
difficult to see that Moyer was in for trouble. In Moy-
er's affirmative, he gave not one Scriptural reference
for his plurality of loaves and individual cups, as all
Bible readers know that it cannot be done. They are
not there. In conclusion, Moyer introduced the “log
splitting” story, but Miller turned this against him,
as he showed that the church was once united without
the above innovations, and that the division came
after these wedges were driven into it by their intro-
ducing them and by their advoecating them.

In the above discussion, we bhelieve that truth
triumphed over error.

—Ralph E. Mustard,
40 Michigan St., Yuba City.

Temper is a gift that improves with none-use.

The door of communion with God may be shut by
our own Jlove of, and delight in, the things which h,e
hates. =
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J. W. McKeand, 801 Main St.,, Ceredo, W. Va,, May
16.—I am able to preach some again for which I am
thankful. Here are 5 subs.

A. B. Caudle, 6932 Hickory Ave., Orangevale, Calif,,
May 9.—I want to thank all who sent me cards during
my illness and stay in the hospital. Pray for us and
the congregation in Sacramento.

Paul Carroll, Richland, Mo., May 16.—The church
here continues to grow with good attendance and in-
terest at all services. A fine couple from the S. S.
church made their confessions yesterday and we hope
for others. Here are 3 subs.

Burnice Weeks, Rte. 2, Kinston, Ala.,, May 9.—The
church here is doing fine. I have preached at Mt.
Pleasant, Fla., and my home congregation, June 9-12,
Bro. Buffington will be here. May 8-22, I will be in a
meeting in Talmadge, Ohio.

L. H. Frizzell, 707 First Ave., National City, Calif,
May 16.—The church here is doing fine and the future
looks bright. The OPA gets better all the time. Send
us 125 of the new song books. Pray for us.

W. H. Bowerman, Rte. 1, Stratford, Okla., May 15.—
We meet at Galey each Lord's day to observe the script-
ural worship, and are happy to have visitors almost
every Lord's day. We are building and hope to have
it ready by winter.

Marvin Fisher, 3003 Luna, San Diego 17, Calif., May
17.—The church at National City is doing fine, with a
full house nearly every Lord’s day. We have enjoved
having Bro. Nelson Nichols and family with us often,
and appreciate all visitors.

Paul Walker, Rte. 2, Summertown, Tenn. May 17.—
The meeting at Chapel Grove last month was a good
one. Bro. Orville Smith is a wonderful preacher and we
enjoyed meeting his family. Bro. Waters has been
with us for about 2 weeks and is doing some good
preaching, but he and I plan to leave soon for Me-
Alester, OKkla. Pray for us.

Raymond Lindsey, Washington, Okla., May 9.—
The church here is pressing on with peace and happi-
ness prevailing. Bro. Ed Nichols preached 2 good ser-
mons for us last Lord's day. We have the new song
books “Old Path Echoes” No. 4, and think they are
wonderful. Here is a sub.

H. 8. Jackson, Rte. 4, Box 26, Lubbock, Texas, May
16.—Bro. Fred Kirbo held a 10 day meeting for us the
first of April, with 2 confessions of faults. I think it
brought about more Christian love and fellowship.
Send me 10 of the new song books. Here are 2 subs.
Pray for us.

Ernie Lewis, Box 393, Armona, Calif., May 16.—
The church here is showing a gradual increase. Apr.
10, I baptized one and one was restored. Apr. 29-May 8§,
we enjoyed hearing Bro. Kirbo at Corcoran. He baptized
6. Send us 75 of the new song books. Here is a sub.

John J. Bennison, 220 E. Threadnecedle, Beaumont,
Tex., April 19.—Since last report, we have had one bap-
tism and 2 restored. We are thankful for this and ask
the prayers of the brotherhood. The church here suffer-
ed a great loss in the death of Bro. Weldon.

Abe Young, (colored) Rte. 2, Box 184, Hallsville,
Tex., Apr. 25.—1I think the March OPA was the finest
yet and am sorry I did not order. a large number. I
am still hopeful a faithful congregation may be es-
tablished at Marshall among the white brethren. The
church at Ash Springs is doing fine. Here is a sub.

Wislon Thompson, 813 Rlaine, Pontiac, Mich., May
9.—I preach regularly here at Pontiac with the other
brethren, and at Warden, W. Va., when I visit there. My
father has been seriously ill for several months but is
now improving. Bro. King, I pray God will continue
ta bless you in His service.

J. C. Miller, 1017 Childress, San Angelo, Tex., May
4.—We look forward to a good meeting June 6-19, with
Bro. Paul Nichols. Please send us 110 of the new song
books. I have looked them over and think they are the
best yet.

E. W. Carter, Rte. 1, Kingman, Ind.,, Apr. 25.—We
meet south of Veedersburg on Hiway 41, at Bonebrake
Chapel, worshipping as the Lord directs. Bro. King,
when you are near here please stop and visit with us.
Here is my renewal.

Garland Lamb, 2424 —21st, Forest Grove, Oreg., Apr.
20—We need some one to move here to help us in
teaching and song service. We miss Bro. Jacobs and
family who have moved to Hamburg, Il1l. We need the
prayers of the faithful.

W. P. Perser, Rte. 1, Linden, Tex. Apr. 27.—I at-
tended two sessions of the Miller-Hathaway discussion,
and wanted to attend the Waters-Hathaway discussion
but was unable to go. We have also gone to Texarkana
some. Hope to see you all at Sulphur.

J. A. Scantling, G. D., Hickman, Calif.,, May 10.—
We are now meeting with the Waterford congregation
and what a lovable group of people! Bro. Winchester
just closed a 2 weeks meeting which was good. Bro,
King has also given us two fine sermons.

G. R. Helterbrand, 611 N. Hickory, McAlester, Okla.,
May 9.—Bro. Michel is very sick, has just left the hos-
pital and is in need of finanecial help. We have helped
as much as possible. He is faithful and worthy of our
help. If you can help, send your donations in care of
Bro. Dow Fancher, 515 S. 8th St.,, McAlester, Okla. We
received the new song books and think they are fine.

J. R. Tidmore, Broken Bow, Okla., May 15.—The
church here is doing fine, We have bought a lot on
Hiway 7, 3 blks. west of the junction, and have also
bought a house, but it will cost us about $2,000.00 to
get it ready to use. If any church or individual would



June 1, 1955

OLD PATHS ADVOCATE

Page Nine

care to help us it would be much appreciated. I have
recently preached at McAlester, Legal and Golden, Okla.

Ralph Kitson, Mozier, Ill., May 16~We were sorry
to hear of Bro. Gay's iliness and pray that he will soon
be well again. Our attendance is still large, 91 yes-
terday, and 103 last Lord’s day. Most of our audience is
camposed of young people for which we are thankful.
We are having quite a lot of sickness. Here are 2 subs,
Pray for us.

Tommy Shaw, Commodore, Pa.,, May 15.—~May 1, I
preached at Ft. Worth, Tex. This is a fine church, any
preacher will enjoy holding a meeting here. One was
baptized. May 4, I began a meeting at Sulphur, Okla.,
to close tonight. To date, 2 have confessed faults. I
plan to go to Mich., with Bro. Billy Orten, and look for-
ward to hearing this good preacher in a meeting.

J. F. Massengale, Rte. 4, Box 990, 417 N, 43, Phoenix,
Ariz., May 16.—The church here meets regularly at
36th St.,, North of McDowell Rd. We had a good meeting
last Lord’s day with 2 confessions of faults, and one
baptized. We thank God for this and pray the borders
of Zion may be expanded everywhere. The song ser-
vice is good. Send us 50 of the new song books. Here
are 2 subs.

C. Nelson Nichols, Rte. 2, Box 723¢c, El Cajon, Calif,
May 16.—Since last report we have preached at the
following places with some visible results: Glendora,
Norco, Montebello, Siskiyou St. in L. A., Cypress, Lyn-
wood, Orange, Carlsbad, and National City. We enjoyed
fellowship with so many fairhful. We are happy to re-
port love and peace are growing in Southern Calif.

Melvin Crouch, 220 Roesler Rd., San Antonio, Tex.,
May 4.—The new congregation at Nacogdoches Rd., has
been blessed with 2 more baptisms and continues to
grow. We are thankful the Lord was with us in the
mission effort which resulted in the establishment of
a permanent congregation. Lord willing, I will hold a
meeting at Alta Vista, Kan., June 12-19. Brethren, there
is nothing wrong in going forward. Try it! Bro. Paul
Nichols held a fine meeting for us Apr. 15-24.

Elgie Thompson, Box 112, Piney View, W. Va., May
11.—Apr. 26, Bro. Jack Ivey closed a wonderful meeting
at Warden church, baptizing 5, and much good done
otherwise. I believe it was the best meeting ever held
in this part of W. Va. We had visitors from Huntington,
St. Albans, and Clintonville which was deeply appre-
ciated. Bra. Ivey is certainly wonderful to work with,
and we hope to have him return later for another meet-
ing. Here are 3 subs,

Dallas Burdette, 1006 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., May
{13.—~My family and I now live in LaGrange, and I
preach somewhere almost every Lord's day, Apr. 3, I
was in Montgomery, Ala.; Apr. 10, in LaGrange; and
JMay 1, in Lawrenceburg, Tenn., which I enjoyed. T am
jto be at Temple, Ga., May 13; Columbus, Ga., May 22;
and Napoleon, Ala., May 29. Bro. Alton Bailey and I are
ito hold a meeting in Pansey, Ala., July 2-10. Pray for
:us that much good may be accomplished.

Johnny Elmore, G. D., Houston, Mo,, May 15.—This
Jnonth, the mission work here was supported by Leb-

anon, Clio, and Mt. Carney, Mo., Ardmore, Okla., and
Kingman, Ind. We enjoyed hearing Bro. Lynwood Smith
several nights at Lebanon. Apr. 23, I preached at Field-
stone to a fine audience, I baptized a fine young man
May 1, and 2 more May 8. We are now in a mission
meeting at Upton, Mo., where the gospel had never been
preached. We have had good crowds in spite of rainy
weather and bad roads.

Joe Martinez, 3303 Tumalo Trail, Dallas, Tex., May
12—The work among the Spanish continues to pro-
gress, and since last report, a fine young couple have
taken their stand with us against error. We feel they
will be influential in bringing others to the Truth. This
brings our membership to 12, for which we are thank-
ful. I appreciate the financial assistance from various
congregations and individuals, as well as the words of
encouragemeni. With God’s help, we hope one day to
have the work firmly established among the Spanish
people here,

Eugene Qualls, Box 655, Rte. 3, Tular, Calif., May
16.—We had good attendance at Earlimart yesterday,
with visitors from Carlsbad, Ariz. I appreciate the cards
received during my illness. I am feeling fine now. We
are sorry to report our beloved Sister Stanlcy of Porter-
ville, is ill. A sick bed is often a lonesome one, so let
us not only pray for her but send her cards. You may
write to: Church of Christ, 300 Hackett St., Porterville,
Calif. I am badly in need of tracts concerning the plan
of salvation and the communion. Pray for me.

Tom Smith, 302 Phillips, Healdton, Okla., May 16.—
May B8, I was at Oak Grove, and wife and 1 visited
Sister Laura Fry who has been seriously ill in the
Wynnewood hospital. I was with the home congregation
for both services yesterday and I expect to spend more
time in the future with them and the neighboring con-
gregations. After all, charity begins at home. I am
sorry 1 failed to mention in my last report, that Bro.
G. B. Harrell had been here and preached for us once
and we heard him at Wilson, also. He is a friend of
long standing, and we were delighted to have him In
our home and enjoyed talking over old times.

Miles King, 5001 Duval St., Austin, Tex., May 16.—
Apr. 18, we enjoyed being with the brethren at Sen-
tinel, Okla., and seeing brethren from Cordell, also.
We marde a short visit home preaching at Austin (East
1st St.), Medina, and Beaumont, Tex. These brethren
all would like to have visiting preachers stop and be
with them. We enjoyed 2 nights of the meeting in
San Antonio (Shorts Corner congregation), conducted
by Bro. Paul Nichols. Apr. 1-8, we were at Lawrence-
burg, Tenn., where we were treated royally. This week-
end we are at Fieldstone, Mo., enroute to St. Albans,
W. Va., to begin a meeting May 22, working with Bro.
wWayne Fussell. I look forward to the camp meeting at
Sulphur.

Leon Fancher, Box 41, Horatio, Ark.,, May 16.~—We
were at Texarkana yesterday and preached. We were
sorry Bro. Jimmy Shaw had to underge an operation
and was in the hospital. We were back at Horatio last
night baptizing one, and were encouraged the brethren
were able to carry on alone yesterday morning. A week
ago, we closed a meeting at Pine Ridge, with 3 baptized
and a few restored. There will be about 12 meeting
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there [or the worship. We appreciated having Bro. Jimmy
Shaw help during most of the meeting. Among the 12
will be Bro. Ray Smith and family of Mena, who were
much help in the meeting. May we all continue to
press onward.

K. D. Rawdon, Rte. 2, Etheridge, Tenn., May 16.—
Chapel Grove is progressing nicely with good attend-
ance and interest. May 1, Bro. Orville Smith closed a
good meeting for us with 2 confessions of faults. He is
a good young preacher. May 19, Bro. Waters and Paul
Walker are Jeaving for a meeting in OKkla. We are
sorcy for them to leave. We look forward to a good
meeting July 6, with Brother Edwin Morris. The OPA
js flne, seems to improve all the time. There seems to
be more love and unity which I am glad to see. We can
do so rmuch more if we pull together, Pray for us in the.
work.

Gene Hopkins, 1105 W. 21, Tulsa, Okla., May 16.—
Apr. 10, we enjoved hearing Bro. Edwin Morris at Okla.
City.; Apr. 17, I gave the lesson at Odom, near Dora,
Mo., and enjoyed the visit; Apr. 17. Bro. O. L. Hopklns
gave the lesson at Locust Grove, Okla. with one con-
fession of faults for worshipping in error, and [ gave
the lesson there Apr. 24, with another such confession.
They now have 7 members. May 14, 15, we enjoyed
visiting at Cross Hollows, near Cassville, Mo., and
heard Bro. Stewart preach 2 wonderful sermons. June
12-26, Bro. Edwin Morris is to hold our meeting, which
we look forward to. We invite visltors.

Grady Coble, 3301 Parkland St., Dallas, Tex., May
11.—Since Bro. Gay’s report in May OPA, I have re-
ceived the,following contributions toward the work by
Bro. Mar.t,\'azlez here in Dallas: Sister Nora Jones. Shreve-
poft, La.—810.00; Huntington, W. Va., by B. F. Leonard
—L£825.00; Ft. Worth, Tex., (Vaughn Blvd.), by T. L. Evitt
=1$300.00; T. R. Chappell, Sonora, Tex.
lowing was contributed directly to Bro. Martinez and
his family which is still in Waco; Wace, Tex., (9th and
Clay)—S$15.00; Abilene, TEX=3%25.00; Los Angeles, Calif.,
by C. N. Nichols=>8$20.00. We now have enough money
on hand to keep the work going until about the middle
of June.

Bennie T. Cryer, Rte. 4, Box 358, San Angele, Texas,
May 15.—I have been doing personal work here in
Sanger for the last few weeks and now we are in a
meeting. The results are very gratifying and the church
now feels strong enough to support a preacher here for
a few more months. We are also beginning a visiting
program in which each family is to visit several fam-.
ilies per week that are not members of the church. This
is a type of work the women can be very active in, and
in doing so can help the church immeasurably. I will
begin working with the Armona church May 26, and
will be there until June 15. From there, I go to Odessa,
Texas for a meeting. I attended Bro. Miller's debate with
Lloyd Moyer on the cups and class question. I enjoyed it
very much. Pray for us.

J. Wayne McKamie, Rte. 1, MeGregor, Tex., May 18.
—May 1, we closed at Lynwood, Calif., with 6 restora-
tions. This was our first work in Calif,, and we surely
enjoyed it. While there we preached at Siskiyou and
enjoyed our visit there, I also preached at Arvin, Bakers-

12.50. The fol-

field, Porterville, Fresno (Orange Ave., and also Butler
St.), Ceres, Waterford, Modesto, Stockton, Manteca, and
Lodi. We were glad to see the work progressing and
cooperation in many places. Several nights I preached
to 150 to 175 people. We were glad to see Ted Warwick,
Homer King, Chester King. T. F. Thomasson, John Reyn-
olds, H. E. Robertson, James Winchester, Norve) Ellerd.
and possibly other preaching brethren. The hospitality
in Calif. was wonderful. We begin in Memphis, Tenn.,
June 8.

J. Ervin Waters, Route one, Lawrenceburg, Tenn.,
May 15,—I was at Marion, La., in a brief mission effort
in the theater building and enjoyed the association with
the churches at Strong and Fairview and brethren from
Cheniere. Bro. H. G. Hamilton led the singing. 1 held a
meeting at Chestnut Ridge, near Mt. Vernon. Ky., April
26-May 5, with [ive baptized. Several nights we did not
have standing room for the crowds and many were on
the outside. I have preached several times at Chapel
Grove with a few restored during the last month. For
seven weeKks our crowds have not fallen below 160 on
Sunday. A. M. Last Sunday we had 176 present. I go
next to McAlester, Okla. Then to Dallas, Texas, June 2-
12; Wichita Falls, Tex., June 12.22; Lubbock, Texas.
June 24.July 3; Earley and Lowery, Ala,, July 10-24.

James R. Stewart, Rte. 1, Lorena, Tex., May 10.—
‘We closed the work at Powe, Mo., the middle of March,
after a labor of 4% months. We enjoyed being with
them and left them encouraged to press on, able to take
part in song leading, teaching. and prayer. This work
was sponsored by Pontiac, Mich., which is commendable
and I greatly appreciate their support. Since returning
home, 1 have preached at Temple, Dallas, McGregor.
DeLeon, Abilene, and Waco (9th and Clay), Tex. The

‘brethren at Cassville, Mo., asked me to assist them in a

meeting in Bro. Gay's place, beginning May 23. We
pray Bro. Gay will soon be well and back in the field.
We are glad to hrave Bro. Jerry Cutter and wife working
with us at Cirele Rd., in Waco for about 3 months. He
is a good worker.

Beneth C. Severe, Wendewende Mission, N. A. Mkanda,
Mlanje P. O., Nyasaland, Africa, May 5.—Qur preaching
efforts in Nyasaland continue to progress far and wide.
Apr. 3, 10, I worked with my home congregation, and
baptized 96 people. Apr. 17, I worked with my elder
brother Antonio Chimenya Severe. I moved 1o Cerwalla
church where we worked together the whole day. The
brethren there were nice to us and we were happy to
be with them. Fourteen attended the worship. In the
evening hours we travelled back home. Apr. 24, to-
gether with Bro. Antonio Severe, we went to Mpondesi
church, where many brethren met us, and we were
joined by Brethren Shiliwer and Chikomeola. Bro. Shil-
iwer preached first, I came in second, and Bro. Chiko-
mola broke bread. We did all we could to warn these
brethren of the time of punishment which is coming
for the wicked.

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., May 17—
I am in a meeting at Yuba City, Calif., which has been
in progress since the discussion. This meeting was
booked hefore the discussion was arranged and I was
glad to be able to attend to both in one trip. Nine have
confessed faults thus far. I have been asked to return
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next year. They are a working people, this is the 5th
meeting in the past 12 months. The discussion was good,
with a good spirit manifested by all. We have appreci-
ated visitors, I have 2 short meetings near here, befare
going to Ark., and then to the camp meeting at Sulphur.
May 18.-22, I am to be at Auburn Blvd. church in Sacra-
mento, and at Lodi, May 23-25. Brethren, if you are in
need of communion sets, please contact me., A company
here in Amerjca is checking to see what they could
make 36 sets for. This would consist of a 1% pt. cup,
and a plate, silver plated. Here are 2 subs,

Jim Canfield. (colored), Box 78. Star Rte., Marion,
La., May 4.—I enjoyed being at Butler, Pa,, over 2 Lord’s
days, and encouraged them to press on. One sister was
restored. She had married an unbeliever with the hope
of gaining him for the Lord, but he died Apr. 6, without
obeying the Lord. Sisters, think long before you become
yoked with an unbeliever. The church in Brookhaven,
Miss., divided over the cups question. A few of the
brethren went with the cups brethren even after saying
they knew the Bible did not teach them. May 1, I was
with the faithful in Richmond, Ind., meeting in the
home of Bro. Laurine Webster, 1218 North H. St. They
would appreciate visitors stopping with them. Thanks
to my brethren for helping me stay in the field. I am
1o be in Imboden. Ark., Aug. 13, for a meeting. We have
a few colored brethren near Brinkley, Ark., and 1 will
visit them the last of this month, the Lord willing.

Gayland L. Osburn, 3032%% Carmel St., Los Angeles
65, Calif.,, May 9—I preached at Stockton, Calif., April
20; at Ceres, Calif., April 21; at Lodi, Calif., April 22;
and at Yuba City, Calif.. April 24. May 1, assisted with
teaching at Saginaw, Oreg.. in the morning, and
preached at the Wildwood church, near Hoskins. Oreg.,
that afternoon. This church, near Hoskins, Oreg., is a
newly established congregation, and they now waorship
in the Wildwood school house, 5 miles n. w. of Hoskins,
Oreg., at 3:30 p. m., each Lord’s Day. For any informa-
tion, etc., you can write J. H. Smith, Fisherman’s Camp,
Hoskins, Oreg. May 4, preached at Yakima, Wash., with
one confession of faults, and May 5 at Kennewick,
Wash,, with one confession of faults. Also, preached at
Kennewick May 8. Donations for Work in this Part: Apr.
27, I again began working in the Northwest, and Apr.
27-May 8, I received the following donations: Church,
Saginaw, Oreg.—$65.00; Church, Wildwood, near Hos-
kins, Oreg.—87.59; G. M. Everett—S$23.00. We are thank-
ful for these blessings.

J. T. Broseh, 1200 S. Lincoln, Odessa, Tex., May 16.
—Bro. Kirbo closed our meeting on N. Golder St., Apr.
17, with 2 baptisms, one restored, and 8 confessions of
faults. The preaching was good, and crowds were large.
The cooperation of the brethren in Midland and the
Clements St. congregation here, was wonderful, and we
appreciated it. I enjoyed working and studying with
him, and was glad to know e agreed upon so many
things. I have obtained a leave of absence from my job,
so I can hold meetings this summer. Should you desire
my services, contact me at the above address. May 8,
I preached for the new congregation in Ft. Worth, at
2410 Warwick, to an audience of about 25. I am {6 con-
duet a meeting there in the near future. Brethren, please
remember them, and visit them. All faithful gospel
preachers will find a welcome. They want to cooperate
fully with all faithfu}l Christians and churches, and

stand for the scriptural work and worship. They were
glad to have the good will and cooperation of almost
all the brethren from the Vaughn St. congregation in
Ft. Worth, We look forward to being at the camp
meeting. in Sulphur.

Billy Orten, Rte. 2, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., May 14.—
During Apr., I visited Love Joy,Cantes Mills, Greenville,
and Flemington, Pa. It was good to see all the brethren
again. Apr. 24, 1 preached twice at Frank St., in
Lawrenceburg, with good crowds at both services. I
heard Bro. Orville Smith 3 times at Chapel Grove, and
James, my brother, once at Frank St. May 1, I began a
meeting at Huntington, W. Va.. which is still in pro-
gress. We have baptized 3 and restored one thus far.
These are zealous brethren, supporting the meeting well,
and alse supporting a man in the mission field. They
are growing. Brethren, if you want to see the congre-
gation grow, start doing something. A working church
is a growing church. I have enjoyed the association of
preaching brethren Jack Ivey, J. W. McKeand, and B. F.
Leonard, while here. May 21, June 1, I am to be at Pont-
iae, Mich. June 8-19, Bro, Tommy Shaw and I are to
held a mission meeting near Campbellsville, Tenn.,
sponsored by the Frank St. congregation in Lawrence-
burg. Pray for me, please.

Fred Kirbo, Wilson. Okla., May 4—I conducted a
meeting in Tucson, Ariz., resulting in 4 baptisms and 2
restorations. Crawds were good, and 1 had several pri-
vate discussions with cups and S. S. brethren. They used
the same ramshackle argument that the fruit of the
vine was the cup. but when pressed they would leave
their original argument and say a cup meant a tray of
individual cups. One preacher, before he realized what
his crippled argument was leading to, went all out for
a female ministery, then had to take it all back. I told
him to begin with, he was travelling a one way street
and would meet himself coming back. This was his
difficulty: Keeping the woman silent in one assembly
then turning her loose in another assembly. He couldn’t
push for pulling. The meeting on Golder St., in Odessa,
Tex., was well attended, 3 were baptized and § con-
fessed faults. I enjoyed being with Bro. and Sister
Broseh. Brethren, remember worldliness is also a
weighty matter, and don’t forget to fight it. I am still
opposed to movies. Here are 3 subs.

Barney D. Welch, 1208 Larkwood, Austin, Tex., May
17.—1I enjoyed the work with the 9th and Clay congre-
gation in Waco during April, and the future looks
bright there. We were glad to have such splendid co-
operation from congregations at Circle Rd., in Waco,
Bellmead, and White Hall, and others who were rep-
resented by one or more families, May 3-15, I was at
Mallory Chapel, W. Va,, in one of my most enjoyable
meetings at that place. At times, the house was filled
almost to capacity, no soft soaping took place, and per-
sonalities were definitely not spared. They were left
with a mind to work. Brethren, sin and worldliness
must be fought continually lest it show its ugly face.
I enjoyed three visits with Bro. Billy Orten who was in
a meeting at Huntington, also with Bro. Jack Ivey who
began a mission meeting at Wurtland, Ky., Monday
night. I attended that service, and the singing was so
wonderful, we moved into a home and continued until
2:30 A. M. Some dropped out but others came in around
midnight. I am now in a meeting at LeContes Mills, Pa.
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Brethren, let us stop and think seriously, “Do we really
love one another?” Have we shown our love in trying
to understand one another and reasoning together in
the spirit of Christ? I can look back and see myself
guilty of not proving the sincerity of my love. before
hasty actions were taken. Forgive me and pray I may
have a deeper concern over lost souls.

Billy Jack Ivey, Box 13, Sentinel, Okla.,, May 13.—
Since last reporting, 1 have worked with the Mozier, Il11.,
brethren in a very enjoyable meeting, baptizing 3, I
was much encouraged to have Bro. Billy Orten in at-
tendance for a few services, Apr. 12, we began the mis-
sion work sponsored by the Huntington, W. Va. congre-
gation. It is a pleasure to work with these zealous and
determined workmen for the Lord. The mission work
has been well planned and they are supporting it well.
In my humble estimation, this congregation should be
an outstanding example in good works, inspiring other
congregations. There seems to be no end to their de-
termination to do God's will, and their efforts are caus-
ing the gospel to ring out across the hills of W. Va, and
Ky. Our first effort was with the congregation at Warden
near Beckley, W. Va., and the Lord blessed our efforts
with 5 baptisms. I enjoyed working with the brethren
there. Brethren from St. Albans were much help in this
meeting. I enjoved hearing the wonderful preaching of
Bro. Billy Orten 4 nights during his meeting at Hunt-
ington. We are now in a mission effort near Fairmont
and are encouraged by the interest being shown. We
hope to Jeave a congregation here of about 30 members,
the Lord willing. We go next to Wurtland, Ky., in an
effort to establish a congregation, and that will end my
work in this section for awhile. We begin in San Anton-
jo, Tex. (Catalina St.), June 12; Menard, Tex., July §;
and in Austin, Tex. (43rd and Mabel), July 21. May
Gad bless all the faithful.

Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood 38,
Calif., May 16.—The meeting at San Antonioc on Na-
cadoches Road was very enjoyable. It was certainly a
pleasure to work with this congregation. The members
are cangenial, friendly, and hospitable, and there seems
to be so much love existing among them, and they are
certainly workers for the Cause. We appreciated the
cooperation and assistance of some of the members of
the Catalina St. congregation. There was one baptism,
and since the meeting there have been two more bap-
tisms. We were happy to have two of gur evangelists
with us, brethren Edwin Morris, who attended one
service, and Miles King, who attended two or three
services. Our next was at Midland. Here we have twao
restorations. The cooperation of some of the members
of the two Odessa congregations was certainly fine.
Brethren Merle Van Stavern and Jesse Broseh were cer-
tainly helpful. I would like to see Bro. Broseh back out
in the evangelistic field full time. We made our home
with the Allens who were so good to us. At the present
time we are at Harrodsburg, Ind. in a nice meeting. The
singing of this church is outstanding, and the services
are some of the most punctual and well arranged of
any in the brotherhood. And even though the building
is over eighty-five years old it is neat and commodious.
A person can tell they are in business for the Lord.
Our next effort will be at Wynnewood, Okla., May 27-
June 5. After that.we are scheduled to be at San Angelo,
Tex., June 6-19; Temple, Tex. June 20-29. Brethren,
let’s work for more peace and greater unity,

Homer L. King, P. O. Box 333, Modesto, California,
May 20.—The meeting in Ceres ended after two weeks,
with two baptized and three confessions of faults.
Some old trouble between leading members was settled,
which should make for greater unity and peace of
mind. We are very glad to report that the waork in
Modesto goes forward with increasing interest. The
past two Lord's days about 45 communed, and count-
ing the nonmembers present, we had about 75 in at.
tendance, Just recently a family of six members came
in with us, and about two weeks ago, a family of twe
started meeting with us. So, we are very much en.
couraged with the progress since we began to con-
cenirate our efforts in Modesto. We have moved to a
new location, the Dry Creek Club building, on Scenic
Drive. We are trying to raise money to buy a very
good church building in Modesto, but we are not
meeting with much success in getting a loan of about
ten thousand dollars, which we must have to handle
the price of the building. We now have mid-week
(Thursday night) meetings in the new location. These
meetings are devoted, generally, to song drill—learn-
ing to sing the notes and learning new songs, which
I believe is very profitable. I have recently attended
singings at Stockton, Manteca, and Waterford. Last
week, we were happy to have Bro. Wayne McKamie
and family visit in our home and to hear him deliver
three good sermons in this part. Wayne is making one
of our very best young preachers. About all seemed
favorably impressed with him and his preaching. We
are to begin a series of meetings in Modesto, American
Legion Hall, Saturday night, May 28, and continue
through June 12, which will close my work in Calif.
until in late August, We plan to leave for Ada, Okla,
immediately after this meeting to begin in Ada, June
17, and continue there to June 26, at which time we
are to begin the camp meeting in Sulphur. After the
Sulphur meeting, I am scheduled to be at Stroud,
Okla., July 5-12. Then to Springfield, Missouri, for
about a month. Note, address us for the next issue at
Ada, Okla., Gen. Del,, please. Our love and best wishes
to all our beloved brethren everywhere.

LET'S STRIVE TO BE MORE REVERENT

Dear friends could we but realize, When we meet on
the first day of the week,

That Jesus is our unseen guest, Would we more softly
speak?

Would We laugh, talk, and greet our friends, As though
it did not matter,

That the unseen Christ is in our midst, And keep up
the noisy chatter?

Would we give our favorite receipes, Or talk about the
weather,

And everything eclse under the sun, But why we're
come together?

What must our Savior think of us, When we ignore His
presence,

And fill the room with confusing sound,
should bow in reverence!

When we

I'm sure if each one realized, That our Lord is really
there,

We'd take our seats in silence, In meditation and
prayer. [

—Selected by Mrs. A, J. Mason.
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livered unto the saints,”
and to “prove all things;
hold fost that which is
good.”

Qur Purpose is to “ear- To continue “speaking
nestly contend for the ) the truth in love,” "en-
faith which was once de- deavaring to keep the

unity of the spirit in the
bond of peace;"” “keeping
the ordinances as deliv-
ered.”

therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.”

Restorer of Paths to Dwell in.” (Isa, 58:12).

“Thus saith the Lord, ‘Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for thc Old Paths, where is the good way, and walk
(Jer. 6:16) “And they that be of Thee shall build the old waste, places;

thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The Repairer of the Breach, The jL
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THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION (No. 2)
By Paul O. Nichols

In our previous article we saw that because of the
Jove that God had for the lost world He sacrificed His
Son to die on the cross that we might be saved. Christ
died because of His great love for man. And as was
pointed out, the Lord chose men while He was on
earth and commissioned them as His apostles—His am-
bassadors of salvation. He sent them out after He
had trained them in the principles of Christianity, and
endowed them with power to do their work. They
were told to preach the Gospel to every creéature in all
the world (Mk. 16:15). The apostle Paul tells us that
preaching is God’s means of reaching the sinner (1
Cor. 1:18, 21; Rom. 1:16; 10:13, 14).

The Preachers

The first preachers of Christianity after Christ died
were inspired men. Then gradually there were others
that began preaching the Gospel, which was taught
them by these men (2 Tim. 2:2). These were known
as avangelists. Such were Timothy, Titus, Epiphro-
ditus, and others (Eph. 4:11; 2 Tim. 4:3). They were
uninspired. Today there are men that do the same
work.,

Some Qualifications

There are some things that are absolutely essen-
tial to make a successiul evangelist. A good secular
education is advantageous, but it is not an indispensi-
ble requisite. We are not putting a premium on ignor-
ance, but neither are we putting the accent on educa-
tion. If we were to do either, we would be wrong. Were
all of the apostles of the Lord educated men? No!
And yet Christ chose them to preach the Gospel. Peter,
James, and John were poor unlearned fishermen. These
three constituted an inner circle of the apostleship;
and Peter was the chief of the apostles. It was said
one time concerning the educated Jews of the high
court, “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and
John, and perceived that they were unlearned and
ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowl.-
edge of them, that they had been with Jesus” (Acts
4:13).

Of course, all of the apostles were not uneducated.
Paul had a good education. However, he never used
this fact to try to make his converts recognize his
authority as an apostle. But to the contrary, he said,
“And 1, brethren, when 1 came to you, came not with
excellency of speech, or of wisdom, declaring unto you

(Continued on page 6)

REDEMPTION
By Bennie T. Cryer

When God put Adam in the garden of Eden to
dress it, He had given Adam two natures. One was his
physical nature; the other his spiritual. One was
human; the other divine. One came from the dust cf
the ground; the other from God (Gen. 2:7, Acts 17:23.
29), Far this dual natured man, two systems of gov-
ernment and control were necessary. One to govern
and control his physical make-up, the other to govern
and control his spiritual make-up. The laws of nature
govern man’s physical and material existence, while
the laws of the Spirit control our spiritual existence.
Transgression of the laws of either is sin and punish-
ment must result. If we transgress a law of rhis ma-
terial universe we will be punished someway for it.
For instance, should we try to ignore the law of grav-
ity and step off a high building into space we woald
surely plunge to our death, Why? Because we have
transgressed a law of nature. If we transgress the laws
of the Spirit we have sinned, and of course justice de-
mands punishment. “. .. your iniquities have separated
between you and your God, 2, (Isa. 59:2). Sin and
iniquities cause us to lose communion with God. The
result will be spiritual death, since spiritual life is
communion with God, and finally, if we are not re-
deemed from these sins, we will be punished by being
cast into the lake of fire.

In Gen. 2:9, we have two trees specifically men-
tioned, each of which has a distinct relationship with
one of the natures of man in the garden. “And out of
the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that
is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tiree
of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of
knowledge of good and evil.” The tree of knowledge
of good and evil governed man's spiritual relationship
with God. As long as he did not partake of it, he would
be innocent and could commune freely with God. But
should he partake of it this spiritual relationship would
be destroyed, and guilt and shame would enter into
his hitherto pristine existence. Finally, lured by the
temptation of the serpent in the garden the woman
partook of the forbidden tree and induced Adam to
eat of it also. Thus sin corrupted their previously in-
nocent state. This sin caused spiritual death (Sep-
aration from the communion of God). In order to re-
gain this communion with God the sin would have to
be removed. Under the former dispensations (the
Patriarchial and Mosaic) they had only animal sac-
rifices to offer as atonements for their sins. Paul teaches
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us in Heb. 10:4, “For it is not possible that the blood
of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” There-
fore their sins were brought before them at the end
of a year and the sacrifice had to be made over again.
The cause of the loss of spiritual life could not be
permanently removed in those times. In Gen. 3:22-24,
the record tells us that man lost access to the tree of
life as a result of his transgression. The aging process
began to immediately work on his physieal body, and
finally, after living over nine hundred years he died
a physical death. Man therefore lost his spiritual re.
lationship with God and also access to the tree of life.
He lost both spiritual and physical life.

The scriptures teach that mankind regains in Christ
everything that was Jost in Adam, plus much more. This
regaining is called redemption, and was accomplished
by a stipulated price (the blood of Christ) being paid.
In this redemption there are two departments. (1) The
price paid with a view to redemption. This denotes to
buy out with a view to setting free. (2) The actual
deliverance. In Eph. 1:7 and Rom. 6:3, we learn that
this deliverance is through the blood of Christ and
takes place in baptism.

Let us now note what was redeemed through the
blood of Christ: (1) The Old Testament saints. Heb.
9:15, “And for this cause he is the mediator of the new
testament, that by means of death, for the redemption
of the transgressions that were under the first testa-
ment, they which are called might receive the promise
of eternal inheritance.” Gal. 4:3-5, "Even so we, when
we were children, were in bondage under the elements
of the world: But when the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made
under the law, To redeem them that were under the
Jaw, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” Christ
died for those who were children under the fleshly
covenant to redeem them from their transgressions that
they might be adopted.into the spiritual family of God.

(2) The spirit from spiritual death. Spiritua] life
is conscious existence in communion with God. The sin
that enters our life destroys that communion, and in
order for it to be regained the sin must be removed.
Titus 2:14: “Who gave himself for us, that he might
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself
a peculiar people, zealous of good works." Rom. 3:24:
“Being justified freely by his grace through the re.
demption that is in Christ Jesus.” 2 Cor. 5:19: “To wit,
that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself."”

Observations by these verses show that Christ died
to redeem us from all sin. But this redemption is con-
ditional. We must be in Christ for that is where the
sinner is redeemed and reconciled to God. Baptism js
the final step that places us into Christ where we ob-
tain these blessings (Gal. 3:26-27; Rom. 6:3). When
we take these necessary steps, we regain that position
of communion with God and spiritual life. But what
about our bodies? As a result of Adam’s sin, his body
died. This leads us to consider:

(3) The redemption of the body. In 1 Cor. 6:19.20:
“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God,
and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your
spirit, which are God's.” So a price was paid for our
body, and it belongs to God. Eph. 1:13-14: “In whom
ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth,

the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that
ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of
promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until
the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the
praise of his glory,”” The ‘“purchased possession” is
the body. These people had already been redeemed
spiritually, and when they were thus redeemed, they
were given the Holy Spirit as an “earnest” until the
redemption of the body. It is interesting to know that
“purchased possession” in this verse, and “peculjar
people” in Tit. 2:14, are translated from the same orig-
inal word, and both mean “God's own possession.”

Paul writes about the redemption of the body in
Rom. 8:20-23: “For the creature was made subject 1o
vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath
subjected the same in hope, Because the creature itself
also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we
know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth
in pain together until now. And not only they, but
ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
even we ourselves groan within ourselves waiting for
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” The
human body is corruptible, but it shall be delivered from
this mortality. Paul and the children of God to whom
he was writing had already been adopted into the
spiritual family of God, but still Paul said they were
waiting for the “adoption.” What adoption was he
speaking of ? Let him explain. “To wit, the redemptian
of the body.” So that is the adoption in verse 23. How
Jlong would they have to wait for the body to be re-
deemed? How long do we have to wait? Eph. 4:30,
“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are
sealed unto the day of redemption.” So there is a day
of redemption. This day is for the redemption or the
body because the spirits of Christians have already
been redeemed from all iniquity. When is this day?
Lk. 21:27-28: “and then shall they see the Son of man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. And
when these things begin to come to pass, then look up,
and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth
nigh.”

It is on the resurrection day at the second coming
of Christ that our redemption will be complete. At
that time Death will be swallowed up in victory, and
the saints of God will gather around Him who redecmed
us and shout together, “O death, where is thy sting?
O grave, where is thy viectory?" May we all remain
faithful as we hasten toward that wonderful day of
redemption.

NOAH’S ARK—IACT OR FICTION?

As far as many are concerned, the Bible account of
Noah building the Ark is not to be taken seriously, but
is just one of those stories that delighted them during
childhood. But how grassly unfair is this conclusion,
for in the majority of cases it is reached by people who
have never investigated the facts for themselves. In
this article we can examine the matter but briefly.
Even so, it can be shown that Noah’s building of the
Ark is a fact, and that the Genesis account of it is true.

Dimensions of the Ark

To begin with, let us not conclude that the Ark was
merely a frail and primitive boat. The account in
Genesis gives the size as 300 x 50 x 30 cubits. Accord-
ing to Sir Flinders Petrie's reckoning the cubit was
about 22% inches, which would make the Ark 562 feet
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long, 93 feet wide, and 56 feet deep. It would therefore
be a vessel of considerable displacement. One author-
ity calculates 81,062 tons, as big as the “Queen Mary."
[However, the famous vessel of the last century, ihe
“Great Fastern,” had dimensions not much bigger than
those given for the Ark, and she had a displacement
of 18,000 tons. At the least, therefore, the Ark was as
big as the average modern ocean-going liner., And
this is more than feasible when we remember that it
took 120 years to build.

A Marvel of Shipbuilding
Then too, the Ark was a marvel of shipbuilding,
and ideally suited for its purpose. It has been esti-
mated that it had a cargo capacity of 3,500,000 cubic
feet, enough to house several thousand pairs of animals
of average size, store food for themn for a year, and then
leave 50 cubic feet of space for each pair.

Testimony of Shipbuilders
The remarkable cargo capacity of the Ark has been
noted by marine engineers down through the ages. Sir
Walter Raleigh, the famous Elizabethan mariner, once
demonstrated this, and wrote concerning it.

He was not the only one of that age to do so for,
in 1609, Peter Jansen, a Dutch shipbuilder, built a fleet
of freighters for the Dutch navy, smaller, but on the
same proportions as the Ark. They were in fact known
as “Noah’s Arks.” They were found to hold one-third
more lading than any other vessel.

In recent times similar experimenis have been
made. At the beginning of this century Mr. Vogt, a
Danish engineer, experimented with vessels again
smaller, but after the same pattern as the Ark, 30 feet
x 5 feet x 3 feet. He found them not only ideal for
cargo, but also for withstanding rough weather. The
one disadvantage was that they were not suitable for
speed. But the Ark was never meant to be propelled,
but simply to float on the water. Writing of his ex-
periments in a Copenhagen newspaper of 1904, Mr.
Vogt said, “After thousands of years experience in
shipbuilding, the measurements of the Ark are still
considered the ideal proportions for the construction of
a large ship.” He went on to express amazement that
anyone in so distant an age could have possessed such a
great knowledge of shipbuilding, and attained such
results.

The Ark Indestructible

God commanded Noah to make the Ark of gopher
wood, which is thought to be cypress, a wood later used
extentively by the Phoenicians in shipbuilding. But
God also commanded, “pitch it within and without with
pitch” (Gen. 6:14). Pitch, or bitumen, or the more
modern term, “asphait,” of which abundant deposits
are found in the Euphrates valley, would not only make
the Ark waterproof but, being antiseptic, would kill
germs and parasites, a very necessary precaution when
keeping animals.

It is also a preservative and would make the Ark
well-nigh indestructible. Indeed, Noah's work of faith
might well be preserved, for several ancient historians,
among them Hieronymus the Egyptian (320 B.C.), Be-
rosus of Chaldea (258 B.C.), Nicolaus of Damascus (30
B.C.) and Josephus (90 A.D.), all claim that the remains
of the Ark were to be seen in their day.

Most remarkable of all was the article that appear-
ed in the “Magazine Digest” of April, 1944, which stated
that three expeditions, one Turkish and two Russians,

had been to Mount Ararat on which the Ark finally
rested, and had discovered what they thought to be
the remains of the Ark still preserved in glacial ice
after thousands of years.

Divine Guidance

Whether further investigation will confirm these
claims remains to be seen but, in any case, we already
have enaugh evidence to show not only that the Bible
account of Noah building the Ark is true in every de-
tail, but that behind it all is the hand of God. Only
by his guidance could such a work have been under-
taken, which modern shipbuilding with all its scien-
tific knowledge cannot surpass.

—L. Channing.
(THE LIVING WORD)

REJOICE EVERMORE
By C. Nelson Nichols

“Q, What a joy in Christian living." How happy true
Christians ought to be! The Apostle Paul said the king-
dom of God is righteousness, peace and joy (Rom. 14:17),
The Devil deceives men into believing that Christianit-
is bondage and a morbid existence. He carries his de
ceit even further by telling the deceived that the only,
place for pleasure and joy is in the depths of sin and
in the thick of worldliness, but the kingdom of God is
truly the kingdom of joy!

The Bible teaches so strongly against worldliness
and the evangelist is duty-bound to press and to im-
press the importance of Christians finding their pleasure
in Christian living and not in worldliness. “Love not
the world nor the things that are in the world” (1 Jno.
2:15) was John’s admonition to all disciples. Paul was
grieved by the young, would-be preacher, Demas’ rte-
turn to worldliness {“Demas hath forsaken me having
loved this present world and is departed unto Thesso-
lonica.” (2 Tim. 4:10). The wages of sin is death.

Besides being in bondage (bound by Satan and
lusts) to sin, the sinner must face many fears and
oppressions (oppressed by Satan). The “man of af-
fairs’ is troubled constantly day and night by his af-
fairs. The man with the evil imagination is bound by
habit to continue in his evil imaginations, ever fearing
old age and cessation of evil practices. Youth faces
and fears old age. but all who love the world and the
things of this world must face eternal (continual, ever-
lasting) punishment. The man in sin is in constant
confliet with goodness, and at “war” with God.

Why then is the true Christian happier than the
sinner?

Peace

Christ came as the Prince of Peace. In restoring
the breach between man (whosoever will accept) and
God, he offered to whoever will do his part, peace of
mind, soul, and eternity. The peace Christ gives is the
durable kind. The kind of peace that means joy. The
kind of peace that means you can move about, work,
and enjoy life without the many fears that oppress the
sinner. (Rom. 15:13; Rom. 14:17).

Liberty

The true Christian is at liberty to do as he pleases.
The true Christian will do all within his power to be
pleasing in the sight of God. “Ye shall know the truth
and the truth shall make you free” (Jno. 8:32; Rom.
6:18). Whosoever will, may throw off the shackles of

(Continued on page 7
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HERE AND THERE

‘., How to Reach Us: From July 5 to 12, General De-
iivery, Stroud, Okla. From July 13 to 20, Route 2, Le-
banon, Missouri; July 21 to August 14, Gen. Del,
Springfield, Mo.

Sample Copies: If you are willing to hand out
sample copies of the OPA to prospective subscribers,
please make it known to us, and we shall be glad to
put you on our list. If you are receiving samples, but
cannot use them, let us know that, too., We need at
least one in each congregation who will take a personal
interest in the paper and solicit subscriptions. Remem-
ber our goal is the OPA in every Christian home.

DO YOU NEED THESE BOOKS AND TRACTS?

Old Path Echoes (No. 4), our 1955 song book, has
been received and is now being shipped out to our
customers. All who have examined it seem to think
it is one of our very best, if not the best yet. It is the
same size, same type, and same price as our 1944 book.
See price list elsewhere in this issue,.

0ld Path Echoes (No. 3), our 1954 song book, is still
available, but our supply is very limited, as it sold
beyond our expectations,

The price—50c per copy; 40¢c per copy for five or
more; postpaid.

“01d Paths Echoes (No. 2) (1953), same size, qual-
ity, general purpose book as the others, and thought by
some to be the best we have ever made. The price—
50c per copy; $5.00 per dozen; $10.00 for 23; $20.00 for
50; $40.00 for 100; postpaid.

“Qld Path Echoes” (1952), same size, price, and kind
as the above named book, and one of the best we have
ever put out,

A Book of Sermons—"0ld Paths Pulpit.” a book of
33 sermons and essays, by 33 preachers of the church
of Christ, with photographs and short histories of each
preacher; covering nearly every subject of interest to
saint and sinner. Price—$§2.25; Postpaid.

A SPECIAL OFFER
For a limited time, we are making you a special
price on the tract, “The Communion,” by Ervin Waters,

a very able and comprehensive discussion of the va.
rious phases of the Communion or Lord’s Supper.

The regular price is 35c per copy, but our special
limited price is 25¢ per copy; 5 copies $1.00; 25 copies
$3.00; 100 copies $18.00; postage prepaid.

Our second special offer is, for a limited time we
will send you one hundred copies, packed as follows:
33 copies of The Communion, 33 copies of the Clark-
King Discussion, and 34 copies of the Clark-Harper
Debate, one shipment, for anly $18.00, postpaid.

You cannot afford to miss this bargain on good
tracts to use in mission work. Ewvery church should
have this collection on hands.

Send all orders to Old Paths Advocate,
Lebanon, Mo.

Rte, 2,

OUR HELPERS IN JUNE

Each month (20th to 20th), we give a list of the
names of those from whom we have received one or
more subscriptions to this paper. Always check this
list for your acknowledgment and report any errors
to us at once. We want everyone to receive full value
for every cent spent for the paper. Yes, we make mis-
takes, but we are always glad to correct them when
informed of them. Your every word or deed in behalf
of this paper is very much appreciated. Note the fol-
lowing:

J. W. McKeand—16; Edwin S. Morris—10; Homer L.
King—6; J. Ervin Waters—6; Wendell Webb—35; Mrs.
C. E. Bennett—5; Jack Ivey—%; Homer A. Gay—3;
Jimmy Shaw—3; Billy Orten—3; Joel Broseh—3; Bennie
Cryer—2; Homer Smith-—2; Algene Stalcup—2; R. M.
VanStavern—2; Mrs. Viola Cardwell—2; Mrs. Joseph
McDowell—2; Wayne DeGough—1; Howard King—1;
John Reynolds—1; Harold King—1; Paul O. Nichols—1I;
H. S. Jackson—1; Ted Warwick—1; Qrville Smith—1;
Mrs, Howard Harris—1; Mrs. Chas. Warren—1; J. E.
VanStavern—1; Curtis Waymon-—1; Wm. E. Bentch—1;
Mrs. Obera Perry—1; Marlene Spradley—-1; Mrs. Geo.
Hunt—1; L. C. England—1; Buster Boyd—1; Fred Lam.
bert—1; Dorothy Wheeler—1; Lavonne Rogers—1; Mrs.
A. R. Stover—1; Emmett Offill—1; M. L. Lemley—i;
Mrs. Larry Mongeon—1; Mrs. S. L. Price—1; E. Rob-
erts—1; -Geo. H. Woodruff—1; Reed Chappell—1; A. H.
Cutter—1; A. D. McNiel—1; Total—107.

WORK FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS

Although we seldom report developments, this work
continues unabatedly. Some of our conscientious ob-
jectors obtain their 1-0 classification without much
trouble, but others experience great difficulty and
have to resort to appeal procedures. And it grieves us
beyond measure when same fail to obtain their rightful
classification in the final appeals. Some of us who are
older may fail to realize the tremendous burden this
imposes upon ones so young.

1 am still available for whatever advice with refer-
ence to legal rights, procedural actions, appeals, ete,
1 may be able to give conscientious objectors. You may
write me or in case of emergency call 4160, Lawrence-
burg, Tenn.

Brethren in whose homes I stay during meetings can
testify that this work consumes much of my time. Tele-
grams, long distance calls, numerous letters, come in
week after week. I prefer to do the work and say little
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about it these days. I look not to men for praise or
approval anyway.

1 scldom rise to honor personal attacks upon me
with a reply of any kind. Twenty years of preaching
has conditioned me for such. But recently there comes
to me a report of a base and dastardly attack upon
my C. O. work, which has more than personal implica-
tlons and could, if widely spread, help to sabotage work
which would injure immeasurably our own boys. It
could help prevent their coming to me in emergency,
when they need help and advice at once. So I hereby
give the lie to the charge. A preacher is reported as
having charged that 1 wrote a C. O. that I could not
help him, because I was out of funds for this purpose.
Now this might prevent some from availing themselves
of needed help. Be this understood. I possess no funds
given me by the churches or brethren for this work.
I ask for nonec. I always stand ready at any hour of
the day or night to be of service to our young men. My
phone bills at times have been over $30 per month
when nearly all of that was for such work, and I neither
reported it nor asked for anything. My postage bills
arc pretty large some times. But I have never written
anyone, C, O. or otherwise, that I could not help such.
I am yours to command and thank Ged that He permits
me to be of service. I begrudge nothing that I do and
am eager to assist. God pity those who would put
stumbling blocks in the way of such a work by irre-
sponsible criticisms.

There are two things of which I now remind our
boys. When you have had a personal appearance hear-
ing before the Local Board, go home and immediately
write down your summary of this hearing. Tell as best
you can remember what you said in answer to ques-
tions and in explanation of your position. Tell what
the board members said. Give your impression of their
treatment of you, etc. Note anything said which in-
dicates lack of fairness or indicates the presence of
prejudice and bias on their part. If you must appeal
your case to the Board of Appecals, place a copy of this
summary in your file, giving the date and place of the
hearing at the top. You could title it, "My Summary
of my Personal Appearance Hearing Before Local Board
No on (date) at — —__(Address).”

The other is this. When you appeal to the Board
of Appeals and have had your hearing before the Hear-
ing Offlcer, the Department of Justice makes a recom-
mendation to the Board of Appeals on your classifica-
tion. Recent Court Rulings, so I understand, give the
registrant the right to receive a copy of any adverse
criticism or recommendations made by the Department
of Justice and the right to reply to this in writing to
the Board of Appeals. Please avail yourselves of this
right. It is important. It frequently gives you the op-
portunity to explain false impressions and false charges.
Always keep copies of all such materjal.

—J. Ervin Waters, Rt. 1,
Lawrenceburg, Tenn.

THANKS TO OUR BRETHREN

We want to thank the bréthren at Ardmore, Oklas,,
Kingman, Ind. Lebanon, Clio, Mt. Carney, and Ben-
davis, Mo., and any others who made it possible for
Bro. Johnny Elmore and his wife to be with us here at
Houston, Mo. Our congregation is new and small and
with our financial obligations, we would have been
unable to support him. Bro. Elmore is a capable and

Zealous preacher, and has encouraged several of the
brethren here to take part in the public work of the
church. Eight were baptized during his stay here. We
trust you will reap many fold for helping sow the seed
of the Kingdom in this vicinity.

—Brethren, Hauston, Ma.

IN APPRECIATION

I have received so many letters and cards since my
illness, T am mnot able to answer and thank everyone,
so take this means of expressing my appreciation, also
for the help given my family. I was in the hospital
23 days and underwent a cancer operation. I have
been at home 2 weeks but still unable to do anything.
1 have to go to the hospital for check ups, and ask your
prayers for me and my family.

—Mrs. Marie Stanley, 1640 Billingsley,
Porterville, Calif.

THE AFRICAN WORK
By Paul O. Nichols

For the past four weeks I have received very little
communication from Nyasaland. I suppose the preach-
ers are quite busy, as they were the last I heard from
Brother E. C. Severe. The last reports I received there
had been guite a number that had responded to the
Gospel.

Our mail has not been reaching us as it should,
and it may be that there are other donations that have
not reached me to date. But the following have been
received since last report.

Donations: Merced, Calif. — $10.00; Lodi, Calif. —
$20.00; Harrodsburg, Ind.—$22.00.

OUR DEPARTED

Laney-—Bro. Loren Laney, Napoleon, Ala., depa "=d
this life on Lord’s day, June 3, 1955. He had spent 1"'
years in the service of the Lord, and died while ta
ing a lesson. He was a brother to Bro. Hedric Lane
Temple, Ga., and Dennis Laney, Columbus, Ga., and a
brother in law of Brethren Gillis and Foster Prince. He
is survived by his wife, one son, one grandchild, mother,
5 brothers, and a sister. He was loved by all for his
kind and loving disposition and his loyalty to Christ
and the Cause. May the Lord's richest blessings abide
with the loved ones and help us strive to meet him in
the great reunion. The wrifer officiated assisted by
Bro. Alton Bailey.

—Bud Parker.

Lovett—Bro, James Britton Lovett was born Jan.
4, 1883 in Travis County, Tex., and departed this life
March 8, 1935, at the age of 72 years, 2 months, and 4
days. Oct. 20, 1906, he was married to Nellie Mae Akin
in Wewoka, Okla. To this union were born 3 daugh-
ters: Mae, Lucy, Laura, Annie, and Alice; and 3 sons:
Roy, Homer, and Earl, who is deceased. In 1909 he
obeyed the gospel in Lamar, Okla.,, and hacd been a
faithful! member of the Council Hill, Okla., congrega-
tion for 25 years. The writer conducted funeral ser-
vices. —Qrville Lee Smith.

Kendrick—Sister R. M. Kendrick was born Sept. 30,
1892, at Eminence, Ma., and departed this life June 3,
1955, at Anson, Tex. She is survived by her husband,
R. M. Kendrick; three sons, Don and Greer, of Eola, and
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Clell, of Anson; two daughters, Mrs. A. T. Morrison, of
San Angelo, and Vonna Kendrick, of Anson; two grand-
children, and a sister.

The services were conducted at Anson in the pres-
ence of a large attendance of people. The writer en-
deavored 1o bring comfort to the bereaved, and speak
words of warning to the unprepared.

—Paul O. Nichols.

TRACTS

The [ollowing tracts are available for $2.00 per
hundred or ten copies for twenty-five cents in any as-
sortment. I wrote all of them.

Origin of Iadividual Cups.

One Cup Proved by the English Translations.

Three Undeniable Parallels on Cup Question.

What Name Should the Children of God Wear?

Reasons Why You Should Be A Member of the

Chuzch 2{ Christ.

I also hope to have off the press by the time you
receive this another traet for which there should be a
great demand. It will be the same price as above tracts.
“If A Woman Have Long Hair.” You may order it also.
My tract “THE COMMUNION” is available for thirty-
five cents,

—J. Ervin Warters. Rt. 1, Lawrenceburg, Tennessee.

THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION—
{Contlinued from page one)

the festimony of God. For I determined not to know
any thing among you. save Jesus Christ and him cru-
cified. And my specch andt my preaching was not
with enticing words of man’s wisdom. but in demon-
stration of thie Spirit and of power” 1 Cor. 2:1, 2, 4).
Edueation is fine. it is splendid—as long as it is kept
in its place. But when a preacher is measurcd by
how many diplomas or dcgrees he has to his credit, or
by what school he has been “ hatched” or turned loose
to preach, then an incorrect and unscriptural standard
of measurcment is being used.

In the religious world today such men as Peter,
Jamnes, and John would find little reception as preach-
ers of the Lord, because they never went to Bible Col-
lege ta be indoctrinated; they never had a “shot in the
arm” by our high powered educators. I do not intend
to be misundersiood. I think it is a shame and a dis-
grace for men not to try to betler themselves when
they can (and most of us can), but at the same time
education Is r.ot a measuring reed. Sometimes a lack
of knowledge of grammatical construction or syntax
may cause a preacher to misspeak himself or cause his
message 10 have an adverse effect on hjs hearers. I
realize this and am not suggesting that a man who
inlends to preach or who is already preaching be sat-
isfied or content with being ignorant or unlearned. But
let us remember that a secular education is not a man-
datory qualification, but that we know “Christ and
Him crucified.”

Another thing that is not a requisite to making a
successful evangelist in the world is a lot of money.
Of course, money is hecessary as a means to an end,
But the man who intends to get rich from preaching is
in the wrong business. Preaching God's word is a
different kind of business or profession than any other
in the world. There are a lot of things that men can
do in which it is legitimate to make big money. It is

perfectly all right to plan and scheme how to make
more money in some vocations. But for a man to put
a price on his time or talent as a preacher such as he
would on a manufactured product or some farm com-
modity, is to reveal his greed for filthy lucre, which is
evidently greater than his love for dving souls—ihe
very purpose of the preaching of the Gospel.

Once again I say that money is a means to an end,
What is the end? Preaching God's word! Saving souls!
Money is just the means which enables us to have
the transportation, food, clothing, and the other neeces.
sities so that we can preach. Of course, when there
are families at home,, they, too, must be cared for. If
they are not, the man is forced to quit. But for a man
to have the attitude, “so much money, so much preach,”
there is something badly wrong.

One of the earmarks of the Messiahship of the
Lord on carth was, “The poor have the gospel preachecd
to them™ (Matt, 11:5). This fact should not be usetl
as an excuse for the brethren to relax their support of
the work of the Lord. There are not very many con-
gregations that overpay the preacher. The responsi-
hility of supporting the preacher is on the church. God
“ordained that they which preach the gospel should
live of the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). It is wrong then, if
the brethren ave not willing, or do not support the men
who carry the Word (o a lost and dying world. But it
is just as wrang for a man to go around and demand
that the brethren pay him more than is right and that
they are able to pay. Such a man would not care if
the brethren had to borrow the money (o satisfy his
arecd. And it seems that some of the brethren have
“wishbones where their backbones ought to be,” when
cdealiny with this sort of thing.

A posiiive qualilication for preaching the Gospael
is a de2d love {or God aud s Son Jesus Christ. 1f a
ian has this it will mean that he will have a sincerc
love for the Cause of Christ. This love should be so
great that he would do anything to see the church
go forward, and nothing in this world to hinder its
progress. He should Le willing to make any sacrifice
for it, including the giving of his life if need be (1 Jno.
3:16). None of us is so big that we are indispensible
to the church. It was here when we came, and it will
be here when we Icave. We should be willing to sacrl-
fice our own likes and dislikes, and our whims and
fancies in order 1o bring and maintain peace and har-
mony among brethren. Sometimes brethren (includ-
ing preachers) get to wanting their own way so much
that they are willing to see the Cause torn asunder be-
fore they would give in. No excuse in the world makes
that right.

Love for lost humanity is another absolute neces-
sity to doing evangelistic work successfully, The love
should be so strong that he is willing to preach any-
thing that will save men’s souls and strengthen those
who are Christians. If his love for God and for his
fellowman js not sirong, he may be tempted to play
politics—'"tickle people's ears—so that everyone will
like him, and he will get to come back for another
meeting. The man who is not willing to preach the
Truth in its fullness is not a faithful servant of the
Lord.

Then on the other hand there is such a thing as a
preacher having a hobby, and thinking that he has
to get on that everywhere he holds a meeting, or else
he has not preached the whole counsel of Ged. This
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man dacs nol seem to realize that there are hundreds
of other Bible subjects that he never touches, and many
of them just as important to his hearers as the one he
has made a hobby. Then he proceeds to measure every
other preacher by his hobby, and if each does not
preach it everywhere like he does, he thinks that he is
unfaithful -to the Lord. Now, there is no doubt about
it, when the need arises, that js the time to preach on
any subject. “Preach the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long.
suffering and doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:2).

{(To Be Continued)

REJOICE EVERMORE—
(Continued from page 3)
sin and be free again, if he wants to badly enough
{Jas. 1:23).
Hope

The true Christian is the only living soul who has
a hope of pleasing God. The true Christian is the only
human who can loak forward to eternal reward and a
heme in heaven. (Rom. 15:13).

Inherit The Zarth

The spiritual people of Cod are promised by the
Messiah that they shall inherit the earth. Christ means
a spiritual blessing In this promise and not a material
one. To inherit the earth spiritually speaking, would
be to learn to enjoy the carth and blessings of il with-
out the cares of. and worries of upkeep and ownership.
The Christian can sce God in nature and the universe
because God created them. The meek shall certainly
inherit or partake of the best of this carth and eternity
io come.

Service

The true Christian will be a zcalous worker for the
Lerd. He will be zealous of good works (Tit. 2:14), He
will enjoy his labor [or God and seek more work, He
will let his light shine thircugh his service to God.
Work is the true Christian’s joy!

Association (Fellowship)

There is a tie between Christians far greater than
the blood-tie bLetween close-kin. Blood ties end with
death but spiritual ties of the faithful will last in all
eternity. Cnly in the Church of Christ will yvou find
people fof the same mind and same spirit! enjoying
working together with real hope in love, without fear,
Christians can get together and sing and talk about
spiritual things. True Christians will try to keep every-
thing on a high spiritual Ievel. Humor will be good
when true Christians gather anywhere. “With honor
prefer one another”! Enjoy good (really good) asso-
ciation and fellowship. Let the world see if.

Be sober about serious matters; about spiritual
things. But, Solomon, under the direction of God,
wrote that there is a time and a place for everything
under the Sun (Eccl. 3:1) and a “merry heart doeth good
like medicine” (Prov. 17:22; 15:13; 15:15). God would
not have created man with a sense of humor or the
facial muscles used in Yaughing if He had wanted man
never to use them. God does not want man to be
morbid; simply serious about serious matters.

Let the world see it if you have the truth! Let the
world see it if you are a true Christian! Let the world
see it if you are happy and enjoying Christion pleas-
ures and blessings! Let all the world see it!

QUESTIONS ANSWERED
By E. H. Miller

1. Is it a sin for a woman to have short hair? 1If it
must be long, how long must it be?

2. Is it a sin to attend picture shows?

Please answer in the O.P.A.
S. C.
Mt, Vernon, Ky.

(Answer) 1. Please read 1 Cor. 11:4-16 in the King
James version. The R. 8. V. says verse 6, “1f a woman
will not veil herself, then she should cut off her hair;
but if it is disgraceful for a woman ta be shorn or shav-
en, let her wear a veil.” The N. T. in modern English
says, “If a woman does not wear a veil, let her also cut
off her hair; now if it is a disgrace for a woman to
have her hair cut off or her head shaved, let her be
veiled.” Moalfatt’s translation reads, “If a woman wiil
not veil herself, she should cut off her hair as well.
But she ought to veil herself; FOR IT IS DISGRACEFUL
THAT A WOMAN SHOULD HAVE HER HAIR CUT OFF
QOr be shaven.” That is as plain as I can make it.

In ¢onnection with this some people read verse 16,
‘“sve have no such custom,” and say that means it
doesn’t malee any diflerence; But if that was true, why
did Paul spend so much time on the question? Ferrar
Fenton put a footnote here in his translation saying,
“any¥ such cusiom as allowing women to go unveiled
in publie. which amongst the Greeks was considered
scandalous, and only dene by women of bad character.”
God said his wife’s hair was “GROWN" (just as long
as it would get) (Ezek. 16:7). And Thayer defines the
word translated ™Monyg hair” in the K. J. V. “to let the
kair grow” I women will do this their hair will soon
he “grown” and I know God will nnt condemn them If
their hair is that long. That's how long it should be.

2. The picture show is of the world which Chris-
tians should not love (1 Jno. 1:13.17 and 2 Tim.\ 1
and Col. 3:2-3). The wicked scenes that should notv
are the ones that draw the crowds. Many are in .
penitentiary today for crimes they learned in the pie-
ture show, So let us “abstain from all appearance of
evil” (1 Thes. 5:22). “Set your affection on ihings
above, not on things on the earth” (Col. 3:2). And,
“Finally. brethren—WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE OF
GOOD REPORT; if there be any virtue, and if there be
any praise. think on these things” (Phil. 4:8). GO X
WHERE THAT YOU WOULD NOT WANT TO BE
FOUND WHEN JESUS COMES?

1003 Truit Ave., LaGrange, Ga.

WHAT HAVE WE HEARD

This may seem a strange question, but if studied
carefully in the light of God’s Word, it may mean a lot
to us. First, we have heard that God loved the world
so that He gave His only begotten son to suffer and
die, that we might be saved (Jno. 3:16). He sent His
son into the world not to condemn the world but that
the world might be saved. We can never repay this
debt. We have heard that we must not love the world,
for the things in this world will pass away; that the
Word of God is rich in it's wisdom and knowledge
(Rom. 11:33); that this Word is given by inspiration
and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, and correction,
that the man of God may be perfect thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good works. We have heard that the



Page Light

OLD PATHS ADVOCATE

July 1, 1955

Apostle Paul told the church at Rome to present their
bodies a living sacrilice, holy, acceptable unto God
(Rom. 12:1). Paul tells us how this is done. He said,
we were not to be conformed to this world, but irans-
formed by the renewing of our minds that we may
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God. 1In order that we may rightly renew our
minds, we must do as Paul told Timothy, “Study to
show thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed rightly dividing the Word.”
Jesus said to search the Scriptures, for therein is eternal
life. Paul told Timothy “Therefore my son, be sirong
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and the things that
thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, commit
thou the same to faithful men” (2 Tim. 2:1-2). Again
Paul said, “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things we have heard, lest at ary time we
should let them slip; for if the word spoken by angels

were steadfast and every transgression received a just.

recompense of reward, how shall we escape if we neg-
lect so great salvation which at the first, began to be
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed by them that
heard Him” (Heb. 2:1-2).

So brethren, let us take heed and adhere to the
Word of God, living it in our daily lives, then there can
be no doubt of our destination. We can logk for a
new heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth righte-
ousness. —G. B. Harrell.

BEGIN AGAIN

Things that are worth the winning
Must ever at cost be won;

A Feeble wish can accomplish nought,
And sees no great thing done;

They that are wise press onward,
Those that are strong ascend;

So be not stilled by a great defeat,
But begin again, my friend.

What is a fall or a failure,
But a call to try again?
Have some short roads to success been closad,
There are others that still remain;
Therefore be yet bravehearted,
And faithful to reach the end,
The crown was best that was hard to win;
So begin again, my friend.
—Author Unknown

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I wish to thank all for their prayers, cards, letters,
and financial help, during my sickness, operation, and
recuperation. I appreciate Bro. King's mention in the
OPA about my insurance not covering a prostate op-
eration. We did not intend to ask for financial help
and had made arrangements with our bank at Leb-
anon to borrow the money. However, the money sent
was certainly a help in time of need. I believe Sister
Nora Jones of Shreveport, perhaps gave the most. She
opened her home to us for the six weeks we had to be
in that city, and like Lydia of Acts 16, “She constrained
us.” Donations by other individuals: Marie Bagley,
Sallisaw, Okla.—§5.00; J. Tom Williams, Eldorado, Tex.
—$25.00; Elmer Davis, San Angelo, Tex.—3$2.00; H. D.
Hinton, Dallas, Tex.—$5.00; W. P. Perser, Linden, Tex.
—$40.00; Woodard Clouse, Phillipsburg, Mo.—85.00;

Mrs. C. A. Allen, Lock Haven, Pa—$10.00; H. S. Massie,
Phillipsburg, Mo.—$5.00; Sister Birdsong, Dallas, Tex,
—$2.00.

Churches: Dallas, Tex.—$150.00; Ft. Worth, Tex.
(Vaughn Blvd.) —$100.00; Seminole, Ala.— §30.00;
Lowery, Ala.—$25.00; Shreveport, La., (Velva St.)—
$100.00; Panama City, Fla.—$20.00; Houston, Tex,—
$25.00; Early, Ala.—$50.00; Sonora, Tex.—3$50.00; San
Antonio, Tex. (Gulf $t.)—§50.00; Monroe, La., (Cheniere)
—310.00; Hartshorne, Okla.—$10.00; Fredrick, Okla~
$40.00; Baton Rouge, La.—3$10.00; Odell, Oreg.—$20.00:
Sulphur, Okla.—8$25.00; Wichita Falls, Tex. (N. 6th Si.)
—$50,00; Brookhaven, Miss.—$35.00; Sentinel, Okla.—
$10.00; Total—$909.00.

1 feel sure I owe my recovery to the providence of
a loving Heavenly Father, in answer to hundreds of
fervent prayers sent up by the best people on earth:
the constant vigil by my faithful wife; Dr. Yearwood,
one of the best specialists in the South; and my own
determination. T hope and pray I may ever live and
work in such a way as to merit all these biessings. I
received almost 300 get well cards, which are going
into the making of a large scrap book, Thanks again
to all for everything. If I have overlooked anything
sent me, I will mention it later.

—Homer A. Gay.

OBEDIENCE TO THE HIGHEST
By Marshall Hendrix

We need to ever keep before ourselves and our
young people, the teaching of the Bible of the subject,
“May a Christian kill?” The Scriptures are as plain on
this as on the name of the church, the kind of music
to have in the worship, baptism, or any other import-
ant issue. It seems the world may be on the brink of
another big war, which is another reasan our young
brethren should know the teaching of the Bible on this
subject.

What does the Bible say about the duty of a
Christian to his government? “Let every soul be sub-
ject unto the higher power, for there is no power but
of God: the powers that be are ordained of God” (Rom.
13:1}; Pay tribute or taxes (Rom. 13:6); Pray (1 Tim.
2:1, 2); Honor our rulers (1 Pet. 2:17, 23}, which also
teaches that a Christian is not to fight, but to be in
subjection. Thus we find not one place in the New
Testament where a Christian is authorized or taught
by scriptural command or example to take part in
carnal] warfare.

‘What does the government owe us as Christians,
for our subjection, taxes, prayers, and our honoring?
Paul tells us in Rom. 13:3, “For rulers are not a terror
to good works, but tc the evil”” The Christian must be
peaceful (1 Thess. 5:13), and at peace among ourselves.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called
the sons of God” (Matt. 5:9). In Rom. 12:19, Paul said
“Dearly beloved avenge not yourselves but rather give
place to wrath for it is written Vengance is mine. 1
will repay saith the Lord.”

Some may run to the Old Testament for proof of
scriptural participation in carnal warfare. 1 believe
the Old Testament, it was written by holy men as the
Holy Spirit directed, but it is not binding on us today.
““He taketh away the first that He may establish the
second” (Heb. 10:9). We have a new and better law
(2 Cor. 3:6, 16; Heb. 8:6). We learn in the Old Testa-
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ment when men disobeyed they were punished, and
when they obeyed they were blessed.
—Rte. 1, Box 508, Kerman, Calif.

SELECTED FROM GOSPEL TIDINGS

True liberty consists in the privilege of enjoying
our own rights, not in the destruction of the rights of
others.

* *

Lewdness is a very broad way to death, ornamented
with artful flowers, and begins to allure and seduce
travelers at an early age.

* * *

Forlune is 2 prize to be wen. Adventure is the
road to it. Chance is what may lurk in the shadows at
the roadside.

Useless life is only an early death.
Ed w *
Nothing but a good life here can fit men for a
better one hereafter.
* * *
Life is the childhoaod of our immortality.
* * *

The sure way to miss success is to ignore oppor-
tunities.

* *

Revelation is a telescope kindly given us, through
which reason should look up to the heavens.

* * *
Hate shuts her soul when dove-eved mercy pleads.
* * *

We hand folks over to God’'s mercy and show none
ourselves,

* -

Most people know that money will not buy hap-
piness, but they enjoy shopping around.

* k ®

Beware of the saint with an open mouth and a
closed pocketbook.

ES

What does your money do for you, with you, or
0 you?

E3

It is never safe to trust your business to the man
who neglects his own.

* * *

On hearing much of the religious doctrine that is
laught, one might get the idea that the preat com-
mission reads, “Go ye therefore and teach all notions.”

* L] *

The time is not lcst when an engine stops to take
on fuel, and the time is not lost when a Christian stops
to pray.—C. R. Scoville,

* [ 2

How do you know you are at the end of your rope?
It may be the beginning.

*® L *

Cupid gets a lot of credit that belongs to the girl's
mother.

* *

If one delights in religious ignorance, the chances
are that he has much to delight in.”

LJ * *

Isn’t it strange how lies can travel so fast when

they haven't a leg to stand on?

H, 8. Jackson, Rte 4, Box 26, Lubbock, Tex., June
13.—We enjoyed the June OPA, especially Bro. McCord's
article. June 23-July 3, Bro. Ervin Waters will be with
us in a meeting. The new song book is really fine.

Curtis Waymon, Maynard Rte., Pocahontas, Ark.,
June 16.—Bro. E. H. Miller just closed our meeting with
good crowds and interest. Two were baptized and §
confessed faults. Here is a sub.

Dorman Bryant, Box 300, Wichita Falls, Tex., June
9.—Since last report, I have preached once or more at
the following places: Wichita Falls, Jacksboro, and Ft.
Worth, Tex., and Wilson, Fredrick, and Healdton, Okla.
I request the prayers of the faithful.

Fred Lambert, Box 1273, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., May
26.~Since comning to this place, we have been meeting
in the home at Bro. J. V. Bryant, 916 N.W. Tth Terrace.
We feel we are doing a good work, since we have peo-
ple attending of different denominations. Send us the
OPA also some of the new song books, “0Old Paths
Echoes” No. 4.

Elwin Cutter, 203 Strong, Bowie, Tex., May 31.—I
have finished my work at Wichita Falls. and am now
working with the congregation at Fruitland, Tex. We
meet at 10:30 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. on Lord’s day, and
8:00 P. M. on Wednesday evening. Bro. Morris just
closed a good meeting for us with one baptized.

K. G. Wilks, Box 902, Woodson, Tex.. June 8.—Our
meeting at Woodson, Throckmorton county, Tex., will
be Aug. 19-28, with Bro. Morris doing the preaching.
Waoodson is on Hiway 183, and our church building is
on a Farm pavement, 3 blks east of the bank. Please
visit us if you can.

Burnice Weeks, Kinston, Ala,, June 1.—My home
congregation, Lowrey, is doing fine. Both the crowds
and the interest are holding up good. We had a nice
meeting in Talmadge, Ohio. I am to be with Bro.
Grimes in Panama Citv, Fla., and in Mt, Pleasant, Fla,,
soon. I am counting on being at the Sulphur, Okla,,
meeting over the 4th of July.

Howard Jacobs, Hamburg, Ill, June 10.—We are
now back at Mozier after working some time with the
brethren at Forest Grove, QOreg. Bro, Lamb’s article
in the last OPA about needing other Christians to move
there and help was good. I know of no place where
help is needed worse than in the northwest.

Reed Chappell, Box 5148, Sonora, Tex., June 7.—We
look forward to our meeting in Aug. with Bro. Gay. I
preached at Golder St. church in Odessa recently to a
nice crowd, which I enjoyed. Bro. Broseh has done a
wonderful work in Odessa. We enjoy the OPA, Our
prayers are for the complete recovery of Bro. Gay.
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Maurice Murphy, 1304 Oakhurst Dr, Charleston,
W. Va., June 7.—We have just closed a meeting with
Brethren Wayne Fussell and Miles King doing the
preaching. Attendance was good, with visitors from
Huntington, Beckley, Clio, Mallory Chapel, and Spring
Hill. One was baptized and one confessed faults. Pray
for us.

Jerry Cutter, Rte. 2, Crescent, Okla., June 7.—For
the past 2 months we have worked with the brethren at
Cirele Rd. in Waco. They are an agreeable group and
the work has been going well. Wife and I plan to go
from here to the Sulphur meeting, then to Greenville,
Pa., July 10-24, and at Advance, Ark., Aug. 19-25. In
Sept. and Oct., we are to work with the new congrega-
tion at Paris, Tex.

C. N. Nichols, Jr., Box 746, El1 Cajon, Calif., June 15.
—We have enjoyed our work with and preaching for
the following congregations of late: Carlsbad, National
City, Montebello, Lynwood, and Siskiyou St. in Los
Angeles. We too, are enjoying the Old Paths Advocate
and the new song books. We must remember that
partyism and politics have no place in the church.
Cligues and hard feelings cause souls ta be lost.

Johnny Spradley, 2117 Cloverdale, Arlington, Tex.,
May 25.—~The church on Denly Dr. in Dallas, is wonder-
ful, willing to do something for Christ. We are striv-
ing to improve the singing now, and develop mare and
efficient teachers. QOur desire also, is to stay solidly
behind our Spanish brethren and Bro. Martinez. Bro.
Hugh Hinton is a stable pillar in the church, aiso my
boyhood school chum, Bro. Grady Coble, an inspiration
to all of us.

Bennie T. Cryer, Rte. 4, Box 358, San Angelo, Tex.,
June 17-—We arrived in Qdessa this morning. The
meeting here was to have started last night but I was
delayed and Bro. Ted Warwick began the meeting. The
meeting in Armona, Calif., was enjoyable and results
were gratifying. We stayed in the home of Bro. Ernie
Lewis, one of our gospel preachers, and enjoyed the
hospitality. July 6, I am to go to Waco for 4 months
work with the Circle Rd. congregation. Pray for us.

Eugene Qualls, Rte. 3, Box 655, Tulare, Calif.,, June
16.—The work in Earlimart has been dlscouraging, but
thanks to our brethren we have been able to continue.
We appreciate all the help we have received and ask
You to keep praying for us. If you want to get in touch
with the church here contact Calvin Card, Rte. 1, Box
396A, Corcoran, Calif. I hope to visit the brethren in
Ceres and Bakersfield soon. I hope to attend the Labor
Day meeting at Stockton.

James R. Stewart, Rte. 1, Lorena, Tex., June 9.—
May 22, we closed the meeting at Cassville, Mo., with
4 baptisms. Interest and crowds were good throughout,
and we were treated royally in the home of Bro. Efton
Turner. We had visitors from Swars Prairie, Beef
Branch, Burkhart, Clio, and Mountain Home, and were
happy to have preaching brethren present. Jumne 5, I
was at Temple, Tex., and June 8, 1 gave the lesson at
Circle Rd. in Waco with one confession of faults. Bro.
Jerry Cutter is still working in Waco, and we are happy
to have him.

Ted Warwick, 811 N. Northwood, Compton, Calif,
June 15.—May 29, 1 began working with the church at
Midland, Tex., to continue until June 26. I have spoken
at both congregations in Odessa, and enjoyed a visit iy
the home of Bro. Broseh. I also enjoyed a visit to Sap
Angelo with Bro. Merl VanStavern, where we heard
Bro. Paul Nichols one night, and got to be with Bro,
Jack Cutter again. I visited and heard Bro. Edwiy
Morris one night during his meeting at Arvin, Calif. July
22-31, I am to be in Delta, Cole. While in Midland, 1
have been making my home with Bro. and Sister Allen,

Grady Coble, 5301 Parkland, Dallas, Tex., Junc 19.
—June 2-12, Bra, Ervin Waters gave us a series of ex.
cellent sermons, with a good sermon the closing night
by Bro. Paul Walker. We are happy to acknowledge
the following donations for the Spanish work: San
Angelo, Tex., by Bro. J. C. Miller—$12.50; Eola, Tex., by
Bro. P. P. Williams—$25.00; Sonora, Tex., by Bro. T. R.
Chappell—312.50; Dallas, Tex.—$75.00; with $225.00 to
follow within three weeks. Bro. Martinez received the
following direet: Waco, Tex. (9th and Clay)—$30.00;
Los Angeles, Calif., by Bro. C. N. Nichols—S820.00. If we
have failed to acknowledge your donation please let
us know,

J. Ervin Waters, Route one, Lawrenceburg, Tenn,
June 14.—I was in a meeting at McAlester, Okla., May
20-29, with one baptized. It was good to be associated
with these good people again. June 1, Paul Walker
and I preached at Chapel Grove. June 2-12, I was in a
meeting at 2515 Denley, Dallas, Texas. Paul Walker
was with me in the above meetings and is making
progress as a preacher of the ancient gospel. I began
a meeting the night of June 12 at the Lawrence Rd.
congregation, in Wichita Falls, Texas. Next to Lub-
boack, Texas, June 24-July 3; Early and Lowery, Ala,,
July 10-24.

G. B. Harrell, 913 Nebraska, Pine Bluff, Ark., June
16.—In Dec., I preached at Spaulding, Ada, Sulphur,
Garr Corner, and McAlester, Okla. In Mar. [ visited
Ardmore, Wilson, Healdton, Spaulding, and McAlester,
Okla. I met Bro. Clovis Cook at McAlester. I also visited
Fairview and Conway, La. 1 held a meeting at Hale
church near Greenforest, Ark., and also visited Jeru-
salem, Ark. I have preached at Strong, Ark.,, several
times, and June 19, plan to be at Shreveport. 1 visited
the church near W, Monroe, La., also Brookhaven, Miss.,
where I met Bro. Lynwood Smith and stayed in the
Carlos Smith home. I would like to be busy in the
vineyard, so if you need me call me.

Gayland L. Osburn, 3032% Carmel St., Los Angeles
65, Calif.,, June 13—May 12, 1 preached at Kennewick,
Wash.; May 15-22, held meeting there with 5 con-
fessions of faults; and May 26, assisted with the teach-
ing there. Preached at Yakima, Wash., nights of May
25 and 29, and preached at Leavenworth, Wash., morn-
ing of May 29. Since June 5, have been in mission
meeting at The Dalles, Oreg., with 2 confessions of
faults to date. Donations for wotk in this part: May
9-June 12, 1 received the following donations: Church,
Kennewick, Wash.—$200.60; Church, Leavenworth,
Wash.—$50.00; Church, Lodi, Calif—$200.00; Church,
The Dalles, Oreg.—§64.15; Church, Qdell, Oreg.—$50.00.
We are thankful for these blessings.
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V. W. Hogland, 9804 E. 43, Kansas City, Mo., June
14~—During May, Bro. Edwin Morris held a good
meeting baptizing 2, and 2 confessed faults. Bro. Orville
Ssmith baptized ane since ithen, The Nichols and Webster
families, formerly from Ark., are now with us. We are
constructing a new building at 4245 Mich., Kansas City,
Mo., which should be finished in Aug. The brethren
decided to keep the old building in Kansas City, Kan.,
and the Lord willing, there will be two congregations
here. For the past several months, we have averaged
100 in attendance on Lord's day morning. May we all
work while it is day.

Orville Smith, 4208 Wall, Joplin, Mo., May 24.—In
February, I held a meeting at Talequah, Okla., with
fair crowds; April 25 May 1, I was .at Chapel Grave,
near Lawrenceburg, Tenn., with 2 confessions of faults,
The attendance was wonderful, and the hospitality
shown us by these zealous, faithful brethren, was ex-
cellent. Bro. Waters has done a fine work there, and
has the respect and appreciation of the congregation.
During April, I preached at Flippin, Pocahontas, and
Jerusalem, Ark,, with 2 confessions of faults, and at
Memphis, Tenn. [ have just returned from Waterloa,
Ottumwa, and Oskaleosa, la. Yesterday I preached in
Kansas City, with one baptism and one placing mem-
bership. 1 have also preached at Council Hill, Tulsa,
and Tucker, Okla., and my home congregation, Burk-
hart. March 17, our son Larry Glen was born. We
surely enjoy the OPA.

Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood 38,
Calif., June 15.—The meeting at Harrodsburg, Ind,
closed May 22, with one baptism. The members treated
us royally, which helped to make the meeting enjoy-
able. May 23, we visited Jack Ivey's meeting at Wurt-
land, Ky., and heard a good sermon. The next night
we were at St. Albans, W. Va.. and heard Miles King
deliver a good discourse. He and Wayne Fussell were
in a meeting there. May 27-June 3, we were in a meet-
ing at Wynnewood, Okla., where we had two baptisms.
June 6, we began at SanAngelo, Tex. where we are
at the present. To date there have been four con-
fessions of faults and two baptisms. June 20-29, we
are to be at Temple, Tex., the Lord willing. July 17-27,
we have a meeting at Lawrenceburg. Tenn. (Frank St.).
July 29-Aug. 7, New Salem, Miss. Aug. 8.17, Shreve-
port, La.

Edwin S. Morris, 3021 McFerrin, Waco, Tex., June
14.—Apr. 24-May 1, I was at Fruitland, Tex., with one
baptism. This was my third meeting there and 1
learned to love them inore. May 6-15, I was at Kansas
City with 2 baptized anad 3 restored. Their new build-
ing will be very nice. May 18, I was called to Odessa,
Tex., to conduct a funeral. I preached at Midland, May
18, and Qdessa, May 19. Enjoyed seeing so many old
friends and had a good visit with Bro. Broseh. May
22-June 5, 1 was at Arvin, Calif., with 4 baptisms and
10 confessions of faults, We appreciated the coopera-
tion of Bakersfield and other brethren. I began here in
Tulsa yesterday to continue through June 26. 1 will
be at Chapel Grove, Tenn., July 6-17; Temple, Ga.,
July 22-31; Napoleon, Ala., Aug. 5-14; and Woodson,
Tex., Aug. 19-28 1 appreciated Bro. McCord's article
last month. I am opposed to worldliness, brethern, let
us sharpen the sword and fight sin. Pray for us.

Miles King, 5001 Duva] St., Austin, Tex., June 16.—
En route to W. Va,, 1 attended several nights of Bro,
Paul Nichol's meeting at Harrodsburg, Ind., and en-
joyed the association with him and his wife and the
brethren there. May 22 June 5, Bro. Wayne Fussell
and I held a meeting at St. Albans, W. Va., with good
interest and one baptism. We were glad to have
preaching brethren Billy Jack Ivey, Ronny Wade, B. F.
Leonard, Moss Covert, J. W. McKeand, and Elgie
Thompson in attendance. We appreciated the hospi-
tality shown us. June 6-14, we were at Blue Springs,
Ky., with 2 baptisms, and visitors from Chestnut Ridge
and Walnut Grove. We look forward to returning next
year. I am now at Woodlawn, O., and am glad to have
Bro. Russell Hirst from W. Va., with me. He is a good
singer and desires to preach the Word. July 8-17, I am
1o be at Flippin, Ark.; July 20-31, at Medina, Tex.; and
Aug, 3-14, at Sand Grove near Milano, Tex.

E. 4. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., June 15.—
I have just returned from Pocahontas, Ark. where 2
were baptized and 8 confessed faults. Bud Parker is
now in a good meeting in Columbus, Ga., with one
baptism, 2 confessions of faults, and good crowds and
interest. He is a wonderful preacher, and brethren, you
will make no mistake in calling either Bro. Parker, or
Brethren Alton Bailey and Dallas Burdette, They have
all been preaching near here for years. This congre-
gation develops teachers and preachers of the gospel
before sending them out or recommending them. I
would like to see them all in the evangelistic field full
time. I hope to see many of my brethren at Sulphur.
July 6-17, I am to be at Burkhart, Mo., and look for-
ward to being with them all again.

Billy Orten, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., Route 2, June 15.
—The meeting in Pontiac, Michigan was a good one.
Two were baptized and three restored as a result of
this effort. I enjoyed the work with this congregation.
Brother Tommy Shaw was with me during this meeting.
He conducted the singing and preached twice. At pres-
ent, Tommy and I are engaged in a mission effort at
Campbellsville, Tenn., which is being supported by
the Frank Street congregation in Lawrenceburg. Crowds
have not been as good as we expected. The Sunday
School and Cups brethren have fought us bitterly, ad-
vising their members not to attend our services. How-
ever we have talked to some who have expressed some
doubt about their worship being Scriptural. I am to
be at Little Roek, Ark.. June 19th through 26th. I look
forward to the meeting at Sulphur. Here are some subs.

Jim A. Canfield, (colored), Star Rte., Box 78, Marion,
La., May 21—~May 17, 1 closed a wonderful meeting
near Brookhaven, Miss., baptizing 12, one of them a
Baptist preacher. He had been preaching the Baptist
doctrine for 38 years, I believe he will be a useful man
in the Cause there. Brethren Adams and Gorden are
doing a great work. Two confessed faults during the
meeting. Bro. Harry Kees and family have come back
to the fold and taken a firm stand for the Truth. He
is with the church in Brookhaven where we had trouble
with the cups brethren. He is a good song leader. I
preached there 3 nights to good crowds. May 7, Bro.
Adams went to Malone, Ala., where they meet in the
home of Bro. Albert Dukes, and preached for them.
Bro. Hardy Robertson came back to the fold after
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seeing the error of digression. May 28, I plan to visit the
the brethren of my race at Imboden, Ark.; also the
brethren at Moro, Ark.; in Ala. about the last week in
Aug.; and at Hallsville, Tex., the first Lord’'s day in
June.

Johnny Elmore, 408 K. St., N.W., Ardmore, OKla.,
June 16.—The mission meeting at Upton, Mo, closed
2 nights early due to rain, without visible results, on
May 19. May 22-29, we were in a meeting at Houston,
Mo., with good interest and 3 baptisms, which closed
our three months work in that area. This work was
supported in May, by Ardmore, Okla., Kingman, Ind.,
and Clio, Mt. Carney, and Lebanon, Mo. We certainly
appreciated their loyal support. May 30, we heard Bro.
James Orten preach at Mt. Carney, and we left Mo.,
May 31. June 1, en route home I preached at OKla.
City (7th St.), baptizing a fine young rman. June 5, I
preached at Ardmore, June 12, at Marietta, and again
at Ardmore, June 13, baptizing two.

Homer A. Gay, 262 N. Jackson, Lebanon, Mo., June
15.—Both last Lord's day, and the one before that, I
have broken over the Doctor’s advice, and preached.
Last Lord's day at Richland, Mo., to a nice crowd. I
am glad to see this little church growing. They seem
to be doing just fine. The Sunday before 1 preached at
home—Waest Pierce St. It seems mighty good to be with
the home-folk again. I am to preach at Lees Summit
the 19th. So far only one sermon a day is all I have
tried. 1 get pretty tired. I expect to be in Sulphur in
due time for the camp meeting, after which I am to be
in meetings until the first of October, when I am to go
to San Angelo, Texas, to help the brethren for about
five months. Then to Pontiac, Michigan, until the first
of July of 56. If anyone knows of anyone who might
be <led to the Truth at or near either place, please
send me the name, address, and telephone number.
I will surely try to contact them. I was glad to have
Brother and sister Perser visit me in Shreveport. 1 was
glad to have preaching brethren, Lynwood Smith,
Wayne Tussel, my brother (Simon}, Jimmie Shaw,
James Orten, Ronnie Wade, Clovis Cook, and Joe Mar-
tinez, visit me while I was sick. I enjoyed hearing
Wayne preach in Shreveport once, and James in Leb-
anon ance. Qur preachers are gaod, and we need every-
one of them. May God richly bless all the faithful.

Homer L. King, Route 2, Lebanon, Missouri, June
20.—We closed the work in Modesto, California, with a
series of meetings, which resulted in five baptized,
good crowds, and good interest. The church in Modesto
is now a reality with about 47 regarded as members,
and with about 20 others as nonmembers (children
and some adults), the attendance is close to 70 to 75.
The contributions the last two Lord's days was $150.00
and $103.00, respectively, and for the month of May
it ran over $400.00. So, you can see that the church is
characterized by zeal and interest. Of the 47 regarded
as members, about 16 were attending at Ceres until
they came in to help out in the work in Modesto, a few
came from the Waterford church and a few from Mer-
ced, a number were restored and some baptized. I
appreciated very much the co-aperation on the part of
Waterford, Ceres, Merced, and Manteca. I was supported
financially by the Ceres and Modesto churches the last
five months, for which I am very thankful, A few of

the Ceres members deserve special mention for theic
loyal and untiring co-operation. They are Mac Me-
Kinney, Tom McGee, and Bill Boyd, and their familics,
Bro. John Reynolds, also, gave us his attendance and
co-operation as time would permit. Those from Ceres
who came into Modesto from the start (September), de-
serve special mention for their untiring efforts. They
are Vernal and Don Bumgardner, Vernon Borrell, Tim
Dougherty, Norvel Ellerd, and their families, also Sisters
Harris, Mongeon, Sally Arnett, possibly others. They
have a number of competent and loyal teachers in the
persons of W. J. Boyd, Vernal Bumgardner, Vernon
Borrell, Norvel Ellerd, Mac McKinney, Tom McGee,
Rhodus Wilson, Albert Brown, and Tim Dougherty,
Others who lead in song or prayer are Gilbert Wilson,
O. L. Hopkins, Don Bumgardner, and a Bro. Costa. Words
fail us as we try in vain to express our love, esteem,
and appreciation of all. It was a pleasure to work with
all, and we look forward to our return in August. We
are now in a good meeting in Ada, Okla., a church that
I helped to establish in about 1937. The meeting starts
off in a big way. It is good to be with them again. I
was glad to be with the Sentinel, Okla., church last
Lord's day, en route here. We are to close here next
Sunday at noon and begin in Sulphur that night in
the camp meeting. Then to Stroud, July 5 to 12. Address
me for next issue at Rte. 2, Lebanon, Mo. Love to all.

LET THE CHURCH BE THE CHURCH
George W. DeHoff, in Gospel Guardian

The business of the church is to preach the gospel
of Christ. It exists for this purpose. Without the gospel
men are lost. The gospel is God's power unto salvation.
(Rom. 1:16) There is nothing eclse which the church
does that is secondary to preaching the gospel. There
is nothing else the church does but what some other
organization is doing the same thing—and sometimes
doing it better. If the church is not going to conduct
a militiant campaign of preaching the gospel it had
might as well go out of existence. And that is what it
will do uniess it preaches the gospel.

It is not the business of the church to operate col-
leges, soup kitchens, relief kitchens, summer camps.
youth centers, entertainment bureaus, ball teams, and
such like. The church must preach the gospel and
“visit the fatherless, and widows in their afflictions.”
If the church goes into entertainment business in an
attempt to reach the pcople (reach them with what?)
men of the world will say, “That is real Christianity.”
If the church opens a soup kitchen, worldly people
(who believe men are saved out of the church as well
as in it and do not know what it is all about anyway}
will say, “That’s real Christianity.” But if the church
preaches the gospel, men of the world will become
displeased—that is the purpose of gospel preaching:
to cause them to become displeased with their con-
dition and to become Christians,

Every inch of ground which we now occupy has
been gained by gospel preaching, by a campaign of
teaching the facts to be believed, commands to be
obeyed and promises to be enjoyed. Every Christian
should teach, preach, dispute, confute, rebuke, exhort
and whatever else is necessary to get men to see the
Truth, and to know the difference between the Truth
and error. This is the work of the church.
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BUILDING UP THE CHURCH

At the suggestion of older brethren whose requests
I respect and whose wisdom I admire, the following
series of articles, under the above caption are humbly
submitted to our brethren for their ronsideration and
for whatever worth they may be to the furtherance of
the gospel of Christ and to the extension of the borders
of His Kingdom.

Your writer does not in this series propose to know
all of the answers, nor does he forget his limitations,
nor does he fail to be aware of his own inadequacies
and imperfections. May the reader, please, in his
candid and critical following of this series bear that
in mind.

The Early Church

From the early days of the reformation and the
restoration of religious matters, the cry of the exponents
of this laborious and lengthy undertaking has been
“Back to the Bible," “Back to Jerusalem,” “Back to a
“Thus saith the Lord.” In ferreting out the ways of
building up the church in the twentieth century, I know
of no better way than to determine how the church in
its infancy grew and was built up and proceed from
there.

In Acts 2:44—"And all they that believed were to-
gether ” 1 am quite sure that in these few words
is couched a lesson worth our learning and remember-
ing from now on—that wherever the church is built up,
as pleases God, it has been built up because all that
believe are together. Not necessarily together bodily,
but necessarily together spiritually, would we be un-
derstood to mean. Luke further explains this matter
of being together in 4:32: “And the multitude of them
that believed were of one heart and of one soul.”

The day has now fully come and has long since
been here, wherein for the church to be built up, noth-
ing should be done, said or even thought lawfully that
would disrupt the “togetherness’ of God's people. To-
gether we grow and build up; apart we become dimin-
utive and torn down. God grant the former; God for.
bid the latter.

“And they continuing daily with one accord in the
temple—"so reads a part of Acts 2:46. One of the rea-
sons the chureh grew in its infancy was the willingness
of all to continue daily in their vocation. It was not a
haphazard, half-hearted, indifferent endeavor, but it
was a devoted, sincere, and concerted effort on the part
of all that contributed to such a phenomenal growth—
a growth whose magnitude has not since been dupli-

(Continuved on page 8)

THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION
By Paul O. Nichols

““Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature” (Mk. 16:15). So commanded Jesus. But
Paul asks the question, “ How shall they preach
except they be sent?” (Rom. 10:15).

The preacher is Christ's ambassador in the world.

"It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). But just as he
is an ambassador of Christ, he is also a representa-
tive of the church. The church of our Lord Jesus Christ
is the only institution in the whole world that has the
divine prerogative and responsibility to preach the
Gospel and save souls. But that responsibility is just
as great on one member of the church as it is on the
other. The church is the “pillar and ground of the
truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). The "manifold wisdom of God”
is to be made known by the Church (Eph. 3:10). But
needless to say all cannot be spokesmen (preachers)
for the church (1 Cor, 12:12-23). So those who have
the ability, the right attitude to preach the Gospel
should be supported by the others (not only financial-
ly, but with prayers and attendance, and in bringing
friends and acquaintances to hear the Truth, and every
ather feasible way), for he is our spokesman and rep-
resentative to the lost. And by such support and as-
sistance you receive just as much credit from the Lord
as if you were doing the actual preaching. The Church
then is declaring the Gospel.

"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on
him in whom they have not believed? and how shall
they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and
how shall they hear without a preacher? And how
shall they preach except they be sent ” (Rom, 10:
13-13). Today in our ranks the last guestion would
more correctly be asked, “How shall they preach ex-
cept they be called.” Why? Because today there is
very little sending being done. Mostly the churches
are calling the preachers instead of sending them. It
is not wrong to call a preacher, nor is it wrong for a
preacher to answer the call (Acts 16:9, 10). But the
mistake lies in our not sending the preacher to those
who are lost without God and without hope in the
world.

The fundamental work of the church is to save
souls. We should be in that business with all our
heart. When, oh, when are we ever going to learn our
duty to the lost? And, ves, when are some of us going
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to start doing something toward sending the Gaspel to
those in sin?

In the past fifteen or twenty years there has been
some extensive and some inextensive mission work
done in destitute fields. Several years ago mission
work was the theme arnong the churches in California.
Consequently the number of faithful congregations
grew about eight hundred per cent in a little more
than a decade! Mission work was done in Louisiana,
and new congregations were established! Mission work
is being done in the Northwest. A lot of good has been
done in that region, and we have some more new
churches. Another mission field where a preacher has
been supported for more than a year (sent, if you please)
is that section of country where Arkansas, Oklahoma,
and Texas join. The results—more new c¢ongregations,

During the last several years if as much money
had been spent by the churches in sending and keeping
men in destitute fields as has been spent in calling
men and keeping them with established congregations,
there would be many more churches and Christians in
the world today. Here I am not arguing the scriptural-
ness of the practice, I am questioning the wisdom of
the action. I am not expressing here my approval or
disapproval of the scripturalness of it, but I do won-
der if the same money could not have been used in
a much better way with greater effect and consequence.

Not every preacher is capable of making a suc-
cess in the mission field. But on the other hand there
are some who are willing to go and are able to get the
job done. But because they have not the backing and
support of the church they &o none or little of that
kind of work. No wonder. They have financial ob-
ligations and if they have a family to feed and clothe
them. We cannot expect a man to just go out and
iry to do mission work on his own, without backing.
Qh, any of us might hold one or two mission meetings
a year on our own. But Paul teaches that the church
is obligated to send the preacher out. The church
should get the credit for the preaching done.

This might be a good time to take inventory of the
accomplishments of your hame church. How many
mission meetings have you held in the past ten years.
How many men have you sent into destitute fields 1o
preach to the lost who perhaps otherwise would never
learn of the Lord? How many new congregations have
you helped to establish? If you do not find that your
findings are favorable, what are you going to do about
it in the future? Why do you not start right now and
encourage your home church to begin some kind of
systematic mission work. If your home church is not
finanecially able why not ask a neighboring congrega-
tion or two to join in with you and you all choose and
agree on some man that you would like to support in
some destitute area? The question is not so much
“Can we?"” in most places, but “Will we?'" You probz-
bly can if you will. Why not start on it now?

To summarize, The Scheme Of Redemption is that
systern or plan that originated with God for the salva-
tion of man. God loved the world and gave His Son
to die as a manifestation of that love to save sinful
man. (Jno. 3:16, 17). Christ gave His life as a sacri-
fice for sin. (Tit. 2:14). The Gospel was ratified by the
blood of Christ, and is God's power to save. (Rom. 1:
16). But this Gospel must be preached to the sinner
so that he might submit himself in obedience thereto.
(1 Cor. 1:21; Rom. 6:17, 18). The preacher is the man

whom God uses to carry that Gospel to the sinner.
(Rom. 10:14). But the church has the responsibility of
seeing that the preacher is sent (Rom. 10:15).
Brethren, may God help us to see our duty, and
give us the determination and courage to perform it.
May we take our rightful place in God's scheme to save
souls and do our part in an acceptable way, so that
the Lord will be well pleased with our service to Him.

TIMELY SUGGESTIONS

I appreciate the fact that several have been miss-
ing my Timely Suggestions, and have been asking when
I would get started again. Well, here 1 am.

“Church steeples and gun sights.”” This is the
heading of an article by Col. Lindberg in the Dec. '34
Readers Digest. It is a good article, and this particu-
larly caught my eye: “I climb to locate my position—
dive to evade enemy machine guns— center a build-
ing in my sight— squeeze the trigger— No! A stecple!
A church! Hold fire. I cannot wipe the vision of
that church from my mind. Steeples don’t fit into
gun-sights. Thoughts of God are antagonistic to the
thoughts of war."

Sure, Jesus said “Love your enemies,” and in Eph.
6:12, we read, “For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood.” Again: “For though we walk in the flesh, we
do not war after the flesh: for the weapons of our war-
fare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the
pulling down of strong holds” (2 Cor. 19:3-4).

¥ ¥ & W

Brotherly love. When we love as brethren; love
each other az Christ loved us; only good can come of
it. In walking in this love we “strive together for the
faith of the pgospel,” we serve one another and prove
to the warld that we are Christ’s disciples.

This kind of love, it seemed to me, was demonstra-
ted among us more during the camp meeting, at Sul-
phur recently, than I have seen in a long time, and
this was especially true of the preachers. I, persanally,
love my brethren and enjoy working with all of them.

“And all things are of God, who hath reconciled
us unto Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given 1o us
the ministry of reconciliation.” (Verse 19) *And hath
committed unto us the word of reconciliation’ (Cor. 5:
18-19).

Our ministry should be to preach the word of ce-
conciliation. Our aim should be to reconcile man to
God, and brethren to each other: for we cannot be re-
conciled to God, and at the same time be at enmity
with each other (1 Jno. 3:14).

So, if we “Let brotherly love continue” (Heb. 13:1,
we will be “workers together” (2 Cor. 6:1).

Someone else thought of this: “Cooperation is a
wonderful thing. Even freckles would make a splen-
did sun-tan if they would only get together.”

Suggestion: Let us get together!

A young brother recently said, If we face the light
the shadows will all be behind us. That is a wonder-
ful thought. Paul says, “For ye were sometimes dark-
ness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as chil-
dren of light” (Eph. 5:8).

Suggestion: Let us lift up our faces and be glad;
look on the brighter side, and help to encourage others
to walk in the light.

Supporting the Spanish work: I am referring to
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the work which Brother Joe Martinez is now doing in
Dallas, Texas. There is a nice little congregation of
them there, and they are growing in grace and in the
knowledge of the Lord. I preached there last Lord's
day, (July 10th). They are all very nice, and the most
of them can understand the English, but Joe told them
the high 'points of what I said. Besides building a
faithful anl true congregation, we are helping Joe to
study, and grow into a very capable preacher of the
gospel. Paul told the Philippians that they had sent
“once and again” to his support while he was engaged
in this Kind of work (Phil. 4:15-16). Suggestion: Let
us send again and again, and AGAIN to this work. We
have plenty of congregations among us who are able
to support Bro. Martinez all the time. And remember,
brethren, this is a new mission field—unlimited.

Suggestion: YOU insist that your home congre-
gation send—AT Once, fifty or one hundred dollars to
this work to Joe Martinez, 3303 Tumala Tr., Dallas,
Texas.

Preachers and Unscriptural Work, It is not un-
scriptural for a preacher to stay in one place. He has
to stay somewhere, Paul worked night and day for
three or more years at Ephesus (Acts 20),

It is not unscriptural for a preacher 1o be paid to
do this work. Philippi supported Paul (Phil. 4:15—16),
also he says “I robbed other churches, taking wages of
them, to do you service” (2 Cor. 11:8).

Timothy, who was told "to abide still at Ephesus,”
was also told to “do the work of an evangelist” (1 Tim.
1:3, 2 Tim. 4:5).

It IS unscriptural for a preacher (or anyone else)
to “take over” and do everything.—not giving the other
members a chance to grow and develop (1 Cor. 14).

Hence, the one who “takes over” for a week or two—
(big meeting), is likely doing more “pastoraing” than a
lot of other folks.

Suggestion: Think it over.

—Homer A. Gay.

DEACONS

We have heard little of the office of the deacon
lately. ‘This writing is not offered to you in the spirit
of controversy nor to provoke such, but is offered to
provoke study and consideration.

So little good has been said about the deacan and
so much about the other offices in church polity, that
few desire to be called deacon, even though many are
doing the work of the deacon and are fully qualified
for the title and work. Many of our younger brethren,
not yet qualified to be elders, desiring that great of-
fice, shun the office of deacon. One qualified and
working as deacon in the church may some day grow
into or gualify for the office of elder. He would not
be handicapped, but rather benefitted by the experi-
ence. FPhilip, the evangelist, was one of the first
deacons and later (Acts 8:5) is found devoting him-
self to preaching the gospel. Peter and James \vere
at first ministers of the work and were, when qualified,
promoted to elders.

The First Deacons

The first deacons were appointed by the church
at Jerusalem to have in charge the material needs that
arose. Thus, they relieved the Apostles and ministers
of the Gospel; freeing them to devote all of their time
to prayer and preaching. God did not intend for the
evangelist or minister of the Gospel to be encumbered

with the material needs of the church. The work of
the minister is to carry the Truth to those in darkness
and not the.material care of those already saved, lest
they tend towards materializing and making merchan-
dise of men’'s souls (2 Pet. 2:3-2 Tim 4:3). The deacon
is to care for the material part or business of the church
in a business-like manner, in order not to be slothiul
in business (Rom. 12:11). The elder is to oversee and
care for the spiritval needs of the church. The minister
is to carry the light to those in darkness. Each doing
his part towards the “perfecting of the saints, for the
waork of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ. Till we all come to the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man. . " (Eph. 4:12, 13).

The first deacons shed some light on the purpose
of this office but little as to the gualifications. They
were appointed while the church was under the unerring
direct guidance of the Holy Spirit. Nearly every mem-
ber of the church at Jerusalem had received a measure
of the Holy Spirit's power. Under this guidance they
could not err in the selection of the proper men to do
the work under consideration. It is impossible for any
of us to speak with authority upon the subject of how

these .men were chosen, other than the small amount

of information in Acts 6:1-6. These facts render that
account, as an example, useless to us under present
circumstances. We might at this point recall Paul’s
words to Timothy, “But foolish and unlearned ques-
tions avold, knowing they do gender strifes” (2 Tim.
2:23).

Even if we knew all about the methods used in se-
lecting the seven, and the gifts imparted, we could
not use that as a precedent for later and present ap-
pointments, due to the withdrawal of the Holy Spirit
from active direction of the church.

Therefore, we must go on to 1 Timothy 3:8-13. The
Holy Spirit was not miraculously active in this ap-
pointment. The selection and appointment had to be
according to the Spirit of Truth, the word (Jno. 6:63;
Jno. 16:13). The Holy Spirit by inspiration gave the
qualifications which follow and these do apply under
our cirecumstances.

Qualifications For Deacons

1. Grave {semnos) venerable, i.e. honorable, honest
devout, religious.

2. Not double-tongued. (dilogos) equivocal, i.e. telling
a story two different ways; liar; deceitful.

3. Not given to much wine. (polus oinos) addicted to
wine, not a trippler, not a winebibber.

4. Not greedy of filthy lucre. (aischros) base gain, i.e.
mammon, money, The point is that deacons should
not be greedy.

S. Holding the mystery of faith in a pure conscience.
Deacons must be conscientious Christians.

6. Let these also first be proved. A deacon cannot
be a babe-in-Christ, a novice, but must have al-
ready proven himself, and his faith.

7. Blameless. (anegkletos) unaccused. That the church
and way of truth may not be evil spoken of for
upholding one accused of a crime or a sin.

8, Husband of one wife., Not a bachelor nor a man
with two wives,

9. Ruling their children and their own houses well.

10. Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers,
sober, faithful in all things.
(Continued on page 7)



Page Four

OLD PATHS ADVOCATE

August 1, 1955

Old Paths Advocate

Published Monthly at Moedesto, Calif,

Entered as second class matter October 20, 1954 at the
postoffice at Modesto, California, under the Act of Mareh 3,
1873.

EDITORS
HOMER L. KING Modesto, Calif.

HOMER A. GAY, Ph. 736W____262 N, Jackson St., Lebanon, Ma,
PUBLISHER

HOMER L. KING . Modeasto, Calif.

MRS. HOMER L. KING, Assistant________.____Modesto, Calif.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
SINGLE SUBSCRIPTION ONE YEAR
SINGLE SUBSCRIPTION SIX MONTHS . .50

Printed by Laycook Printing Co., Jackson, Tenn.

HERE AND THERE
How to Reach Us In August:—Address all corres-
pondence, reports, etc., intended for the OPA, to the
publisher, Homer L. King, General Delivery, Springfield,
Missouri, as we purpose to be laboring there through
August 21.

Important Need:—More and more I see the need
of a permanent location for the OPA and for the pub-
lisher. For over 23 years the publisher has been com-
pelled to travel from one end of the nation to the other
in the evangelistic field, and at the same time carry
the office of the OPA along with him. This has been
very inconvenient and at times not good for the wel-
fare of the paper. Each year as the paper grows and
the brotherhood grows, the burden is made z litile
heavier. A few of my fellow-helpers and brethren have
seen this need and have mentioned it to me. I think
something could be done about this in the next year
or two, and we hope that it will be done. Think this
over, please.

Need of The OPA:—0One important need of the pa-
per is to have at least one brother or sister in every con-
gregation, who will take a personal interest in the cir-
culation of the paper and see to it that the paper goes
into every member's home, and too, that the paper goes
into the homes of brethren who are in error. If you
will do that, just drop me a card, and I shall be glad
to put you on our list for sample copies.

Preachers May Help:—We are very thankful that
we have a number of loyal preachers who never fail
to work for the paper wherever they go. You will be
able to know them by taking note of the splendid lists
of subs. they send us every month, Every preacher in
the brotherhood could be one in that number, if they
would just take a little interest by mentioning the pa-
per publicly and “from house to house.” Remember,
fellowpreacher, as we increase the circulation of this
paper, we increase your audience of readers, hence we
increase the possibility of your articles and reports do-
ing good. We should be able to add 500 to one thou-
sand readers every year if all would work as some are
now working.

DO YOU NEED THESE BOOKS AND TRACTS?

Old Path Echees (No. 4), our 1955 song book, has
been received and is now being shipped out to our
customers. All who have examined it seem to think

it is one of our very best, if not the best yet. It is the
same size, same type, and same price as our 1944 book.
See price list elsewhere in this issue.

0Old Path Echoes (No. 3), our 1954 song book, is still
available, but our supply is very limited, as it sold
beyond our expectations.

The price—50c per copy; 40c per copy for five or
more; postpaid.

“'0ld Paths Echoes (No. 2) (1953), same size, qual-
ity, general purpose book as the others, and thought by
some to be the best we have ever made. The price—
50c per copy; $5.00 per dozen; $10.00 for 25; $20.00 for
50; $40.00 for 100; postpaid.

“0ld Path Echees” (1952), same size, price, and kind
as the above named book, and one of the best we have
ever put out.

A Book of Sermons—"0ld Paths Pulpit.” a book of
33 sermons and essays, by 33 preachers of the church
of Christ, with photographs and short histories of @ach
preacher; covering nearly every subject of interest to
saint and sinner. Price—$2.25; Postpaid.

A SPECIAL OFFER

For a limited time, we are making you a special
price on the tract, “The Communion,” by Ervin Waters,
a very able and comprehensive diseussion of the va-
rious phases of the Communion or Lord’s Supper.

The regular price is 35¢c per copy, but our special
limited price is 25¢ per copy; 3 copies $1.00; 25 copies
$5.00; 100 copies $18.00; postage prepaid.

Our second special offer is, for a limited time we
will send you one hundred copies, packed as follows:
33 copies of The Communion, 33 copies of the Clark-
King Discussion, and 34 copies of the Clark-Harper
Debate, one shipment, for only $18.00, postpaid.

You cannot afford to miss this bargain on good
tracts to use in mission work. Every church should
have this collection on hands.

Send all orders to Old Paths Advocate, Gen. Del,,
Springfield, Mo.

OUR HELPERS

Below, you will find the list of subscriptions sent us
from June 20 to July 20. We appreciate everything you
do for the paper and ask your continued suppert. Check
the following list for any errar and report it 1o us,
please:

Homer L. King—22; Homer A. Gay—15; J. Ervin
Waters—15; Clovis T. Cook—S8; E. H. Miller—6; J. T.
Turner—35; Edwin S. Morris—5; Ronny Wade—3; Don
McCord—3; Paul O. Nichols—2; Wayne Hamett—2;
Jack Ivey—2; W. S. Cummings—2; Fred Kirbo—2; Bar-
ney D. Welch—2; Wayne H. Pearce—~2; Elsie Jenkins—
2; Elmer Lucas—1; Byron Xramer—1; Olethia Jenkins—
1; Dwight Duggins—1; Mrs. Hoyt Eubanks—1; Mrs.
Carl Willis—1; Mrs. E. A, Boyd—1;: Myrtle Wight—1;
L. D. Barnett—1; Mrs. Otis Fowler—1; Leon Fancher—
1; H. M. Covert—1; H. C, Thomas—1; Mrs. Walter Keese
—-1; Mrs. L. R. Thomason—1; Mrs, Rene Phillips—1;
Total—114.

OUR FOREIGN READERS
As most of you know that the OPA goes into a
number of foreign countries, about 100 of suech sub-
scriptions go inta England and countries whose cifizens
cannot send money out of their country to pay for such.
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For several years friends of the paper have been do-
nating to this cause. Although we scarcely break even
financially on these, wife and I are willing to do the
work if some will donate the money. The money for
their subscriptions is past due, as we over-looked a
notice of this in the July issue.

Note:—We will need about $100.00 to keep this
good work going. Who will donate the full amount or
any amount? Let us hear from you promptly, please.
We believe this is a good work, and many have writ-
ten us that they enjoy the paper. This includes the
papers we are now sending to Africa, so far as being
supported by donations is concerned. 35 papers go in-
ta Africa, alone.

—Homer L. King.

MODERN DRESS AND NUDENESS

There is entirely too much danger and not enough
said in regard to scanty dress and shameful nudeness
in these modern times. Paul admonishes, “that women
adorn themselves in modest apparel . and sobriety.”
Peter says husbands may be waon by the good behavior
of their wives, ‘whose adorning let it not be that out-
ward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of
gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it be the
hidden man of the heart, in that which is not cor-
ruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,
which is in the sight of God of great price” (1 Tim. 2:9;
1 Pet. 3:1-4). Holy women in former ages trusted in
God, adorned themselves modestly, being in subjection
to their own husbands, even as Sarah obeyed Abraham,
calling him lord: whose daughters Christian women
are now, as long as they dao well and walk circum-
spectly in the Lord!

Let Madesty In Dress Save Us

The power of example is too powerful to describe.
If, throughout one generation, men and women would
all dress modestly and appropriately, that generation
would be saved from sinking into moral shame! No
person has the moral right nor the social right to ga
half nude in dress. No matter what custom may have
developed, it is still wrong to be partly clad before
the public. No amount of usuage can possibly make
any transgression in conduct right.

Christian women dress rmodestly, though in good
taste. It is just as bad for men to be gaudy in dress
as it is for women; but, the balance for harm and
danger hold with the latter. Members of the blood-
bought body of Christ, the church, ¢annot take off
after the world in matters of apparel. Why should they
want to do so, if they could?! Christians must set the
example and lead the way out of moral slime and dark-
ness! Why does the summer season of the year show
a let-down in moral conduct? It is because of loose-
ness in dress. Brief shorts and halters, which leave
little to the imagination, are worn about the place and
sometimes away from home. One wonders about the
source of enough nerve to do such things! Christians
simply cannot afford to take part in these gravely
dangerous things. Mixed swimming and dancing fall
‘into condemnation with other works of the flesh (Gal.
5:19, 21). They that belong to Christ have crucified
the flesh with its affections and lusts. Live clean lives
before all men!

Modest Apparel

Like “apples of gold in pictures of silver,” Arthur

W. Atkinson of Dayton, Ohio, writes along this line,

*words fitly spoken,” which we copy from The Plano
Christian, Plano, Tex.

Please, note this fine admonition prayerfully: “But
for Christian women to take part in such action (fren-
zy nudeness—Editor) is certainly not becoming to holi-
ness and godliness. It is true that God does not ex-
pect women to be drab or dull, but ane can refrain from
being either of these without taking off all of one's
clothing. God appreciates beauty as can be seen by
the many flowers that we have. But if you will no-
tice, those flowers have a well-ordered, modest beauty
which is not characterized by a gaudy show or cheap
display. God never intended for women to make a
gaudy show of themselves as many do. Christian wo-
men should refrain from such practice.

“Many women attempt to justify such action by
saylng that the men who see evil in such dress {or
undress might be a better word) are evil thinking peo-
ple. This is not so. To most godly men such a display
is repulsive. However, it is possible that to some it
might lead to evil thoughts and even to evil acts. When
this happens we cannot place all the blame on the ane
who commits the act. Every woman needs ta realize
this one thing: No woman has the right to dress or
act in such a manner that she would make an other-
wise right thinking and acting man think or do some-
thing ewvil.

“Nor does age change this. Young girls in their
teens and even earlier need to be praperly attired. Nor
does location change it. People in the south and in
Africa need to be taught to dress properly, just as peo-
ple in Ohio da.

“Many seern to think that the custom of the land
dictates what is modest and what is not. This is blind
reasoning and is simply an attempt to justify immodest
apparel. If the custom were to dictate that we should
take off all our clothes, would we then be modestly
dressed? If some of the bathing suits, shorts and halters
of this age are modest then just how much more would
have to be removed 1) make them immodest?

“In the beginning of time God clothed Adam and
Eve after they ate of the forbidden tree. The devil has
been in the process of unclothing man and woman for
some 6000 years. This unclothing leads many people
astray. It incites in them lust and undoubtedly can be
classed as lasciviousness, Christians should have no
part in this evil practice. We should adorn ourselves
modestly. One can receive just as much benefit from
the rays of the sun with clothes on as with them off,
Women can be more beautiful, clothed modestly and
properly, than when immodestly apparelled.”

Would You Save a Life

Would you live a pure life before all men to save
a life, a city, a ship, a nation? The influence of one
righteous life may save a soul from moral shame and
ruin, Paul and other prisoners had been in a storm-
tossed ship at sea for 14 days, with no sun, moon nor
stars to shine! When the ship was wrecked, the pris-
oners were saved from death ‘because of Paul’'s brave,
righteous life! Joseph, in jail down in Egypt, would not
yield to a bad moral temptation. He was finally pro-
moted to the very head of the then powerful Egyptian
government, when he saved not only his own kin, but
the whole nation itself, from famine and starvation!
(Acts 27; 28; Gen, 30:22-24; 37:2-36.) Ten pure lives
would have saved Sodom. (Gen. 13:10-18:20.) Lot's
wife looked back upon this burning, seething city of
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moral wickedness, and she turned to a pillar of salt!!

Thus, my beloved friends, you see the great value

of purity of morals in righteousness and the grave
danger of moral shame in wickedness!

—By James N. Neal in The Gospel Age.

THE BREAXING OF THE BREAD
By E. H. Miller

There is a small group of brethren trying it scems
to cause trouble over “THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD,"”
so in “IT IS WRITTEN” (their paper, Sept. 1954), they
have an article under this heading to which I want to
reply.

Bro. Cavin (the writter) says, “It seems that some
do not know when the bread becomes his body.” Then
he says, “The Scripture is just as plain on the time,
and place, as it is on any other subject.—Let us read
Matt. 26:26. Mark 14:22, Lk. 22:19.--all said Christ took
bread and blessed it, and break it and gave it to the
disciples, and said take eat, this is my body. We see
that when he had blessed it and break it, he said this
is my body.”

“In the foregoing Scriptures any one should clearly
see that the breaking is for the purpose of preparing
the bread to be his body.”

Now, I aslk everybody to reread that, and see if such
teaching as is claimed by Bro. Cavin is therc? Na! Not
one hint as to when the bread became his body, but
Bro. Cavin says, “the breaking is for the purpose of
preparing the bread teo be his bedy.” so, per his argu-
ment, the bread cannot be “his body” till broken; but
now watch him meet himself coming back. “Paul said
1 Cor. 11:24, that the bread avas broken, and aiter it
was broken, Christ said it was his body which was
broken for his disciplies, or YOU.” Now, if Christ broke
the bread for his disciples, and said, “it was his body
which was broken for his disciples,” Per Bro. Cavin,
then the bread must have been His body befare it was
broken, or else it could not have been His body that
was broken, for if His body was broken when the
bread was broken then the bread was His body before
it was broken, else it could not have been His body
that was broken when the bread was broken. But Bro.
Cavin will say. “it was not called His bady till broken,
therefore it was not His body till broken.”

Now that looks like good reasoning to Bro.“Cavin,
no doubt, for he said, “The scriptures are just as plain
on the time when the bread becomes his body as it
is on any other subject.” He thinks he has found, the
exact second it “becomes his body” for says Bro, Cavin
“when he had blessed it and break it, he said this is
my bedy,” but Bro. Cavin is crossing himself up again,
for he first said, “let us read Matt. 26:26. Mk. 14:22.
Lk. 22:19—all said Christ took bread and blessed
it, break it and gave it ito the Disciples and said
take eat, this is my body,” now if this proves the
bread was not Christ’s body till broken because it was
not called “my body” till broken; it also proves what
Christ gave his disciples was not his body, for it was
not called “my bady' till Christ “blessed it. break it
AND GAVE 1T TO THE DISCIPLES AND SAID TAKE
EAT, this is my body,” you see Bro. Cavin’s argument
proves it was not Christ’s body (1) WHEN TOOK, (2}
WHEN BLESSED, (3) WHEN BROKEN, (4) WHEN GAVE
TO THE DISCIPLES, (5) WHEN CHRIST SAID, TAKE
EAT, for these five things took place before Christ said,
(6) "“THIS IS MY BODY" Bro. Cavin wants us to see

(1), (2), (3), (6), but he forgets (?) (4) & (5) comes
between (3) & (6).

The Bible does not teach when the bread becomes
the body, but when man tries to prove the exact time
it does by the Bible he winds up with too much, as you
can see.

Let us now hear Bro. Cavin again. “The Scriptures
clearly teach that the breaking is one of the acts that
prepares it. Therefore, when it is prepared, it cannot
be prepared again. Just as one who is baptized, he
cannot ever be baptized again.

“Brethren, if your demonstrating does not harmon-
ize with the Scriptures, something is wrong, and it is
not the Scriptures,” Did you sce him meeting himself
again? Notice his illustration ((“demonstrating?"”)
Does not harmonijze with the Bible, or even with his own
argument, for notice, “the breaking is one of the acts
that prepare it. Therefore when it is prepared. it can-
not be prepared again.” Here is what he has, a person
can only be baptized once; the bread can only be pre.
pared once, “breaking is one of the acts that prepare
it,” therefore the bread can be broken but once. Bro.
Cavin's claim would prove the one who serves must
break the bread to ''prepare it” as Christ's body, but it
can't be prepared again, therefore he nor any one else
can break it again.

In 1. Cor. 10:16-17 Paul said, “the bread which WE
BREAK, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?
—For we are all partakers of that one bread.” Please
notice, “WE BREAK—FOR WE ARE ALL PARTAKERS”
the same “"WE” that breaks 1s the “WE” that partakes!
I defy any one to even try to prove, that anybody in
the Bible ever broke that didn't partake, or ever per-
took that didn’t break, or that ever broke more times
than they partook.

Some may say, Jesus broke bread but didn’t eat,
for we read in Lk. 22:19 “He took bread, and gave
thanks, and break it, and gave unto them saying—
this do in remembrance of me, “Now they say, “that
doesn’t say he ate.”” No, but it is implied just as in
Acts 20:7, so when Jesus said “This do” he meant for
them to do what He had done. What had He done? He
broke and ate, so Paul said “WE break—for WE are all
partakers” but says one, “you've proved ‘we bregk—
for we are all partakers’ (1 Cor. 10:16-17), and you've
proved Jesus broke His bread which he called His body,
but now prove He ate of that bread.” Let us read Ps.
41:9 and Jn. 13:18 *(He) which did EAT OF MY BREAD
~—WITH ME hath lifted up his heel against me.” So
Judas ate Jesus' bread with Jesus, which shows Jesus
ate of this bread with Judas, and notice, “MY BREAD”
was called by Jesus “MY BODY which is GIVEN FOR
YOU” Lk. 22:19. But says one, ‘1 Cor. 11:24 says, ‘BROK-
EN for you’ instead of ‘GIVEN for you'” ves, in the
King James Version 1 Cor. 11:24 Says broken, but not
so in the Revised Version. The 20th. Century transla-
tion of the N. T. says given in 1 Cor. 11:24, just as in
Lk. 22:19. But where ‘“broken” is used in the K. J. V,,
“BROKEN" does not refer to the bread, but to Christ's
body on the cross, Thayer's Gr.—Eng. Lexicon that the
world accepts as standard on the meaning of New
Testament wards, says this word means, “Shattered as
it were, by a violent death, 1 Cor. 11:24.” Robinson's
Gr.-Eng, Lexicon says, “1 Cor. 11:24 where the al-
lusion is to the death on the cross.”

Brethren, don’t be guilty of breaking Christ's body
half into for which there is no Bible, his literal body
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was not broken half into, the bread he called his hody
was not broken half into by Christ or anybody in the
Bible. If it was, where dees the Bible say so? Christ
broke bread (LK. 22:19). The disciples broke bread (Acts
20:7), and they partook of the bread they broke, (1
Cor, 10:16-17 “we break—ior we are all partakers”).

If the brother serving at the Lord's Table, takes
bread, gives thanks, breaks it, and eats, then gives it
to us “ALL PARTAKERS"” and “WE BREAK"” and “EAT”
we all break once and eat once, no more, no less, then
we are sure we have done all Jesus did or commanded
in regards to the bread he called His body.

None but people like Bro., Cavin argue that the
one who serves has to break first, but he and those
like him have made that a test of fellowship, so to
work in love and unity the brethren I stand identified
with agree for the one who serves to break first for
all agree it is safe to do so. Therefore when one of
us serves he takes bread as Jesus did, give thanks as
Jesus did, breaks it as Jesus did (break off a piece from
the loaf and eat it), then gives it to the others as
Jesus did, and the others “break—for we are all par-
takers" (1 Cor. 10:16-17), yes, the others break off a
piece from the loaf and eat it, thus no one is offended
by doing something the Bible condemns in any way;
or by failing to do anything the Rible teaches they
should do. Yet, brethren like Cavin have pulled out
from us because the one that serves wants to break
twice (once to prepare it and again to eat). They break
the loaf half into, without Bible for such and I can’t
commune with half of Christ’'s body (?) on one plate
and half on another, neither can I commune with a
loaf in separate halves (divided) on the same plate,
for I cannot picture two loaves as Christ's body, neither
can I picture one loaf in separate halves or more
pieces as Christ's body for I never saw where the Bible
pictured it in such a way. Let us follow the way all
agree is safe!

—1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga.

BONDS OF MATRIMONY

Wade-McKeand—On June 7, 1955, at 8:00 P.M., at
18th and Madison church of Christ, Huntington, W. Va,,
[ united in marriage, Bro. Ronny Wade of 4000 Cren-
shaw, Ft. Worth, Tex., and Sister Alfreda McKeand,
Ceredo, W. Va. A large crowd was present to wish this
couple well in life. Ronny is one of our finest and
most promising young preachers and Alfreda is a fine,
sweet girl, and loved by all. We wish for them the very
best life has lo offer in the great work they are un-
dertaking for the Lord.

—>M. Lynwood Smith.

‘Chandler-Smith—at the Tth St. church of Christ,
Oklahoma City, Okla,, June 24, 1955, 8:00 P.M., Bro.
Maurice Chandler and Sister Ina Smith were united
in marriage. Bro. Chandler is from Ft. Worth, but now
living in Okla. City, and Ina is a resident of Oklahoma
City. Maurice is also a young preacher of the Gospel
who spends his time working for the Cause. Ina is well
known over the state of Okla., and is respected and
loved by all who know her. Theirs was a beautiful
service and well attended. For them we wish the best
of God's blessings. The writer officiated.

—M. Lynwood Smith.

Lee-Agnew—At 8:00 o'clock, in the evening of
June 18th at the church in Stockton, Calif., Brother

Melvin Lee and Sister Lynette Agnew exchanged their
wedding vows in the presence of their Maker, respective
families and many of their friends. She is the daughter
of Coy and Elois Agnew; he is the son of Rabert and Inez
Lee. We wish for Melvin and Lynette all the good
things of life with many happy years in which to serve
Him Who cares for them. The writer considered it a
privilege to be the oificiant.
—D. B. McCord.

DEACONS—
{Continued from page 3)
Duties and Appointment of Deacons

It would be impossible to list in detail the words
of deacons. Suffice it to say that the deacon is to
care for the material needs and business of the church
and its charity.

In their appointment New Testament deacons were
sought out or chosen for the work. The words appoint
and ordain (Acts 6:3; Ti. 1:5) come from the same
Greek woek, Kathistemi, which means, to place down,
i.e. to designate, constitute, set apart, implyving to
recognize.

The office of deacon is good preparation ground
and a very good stepping stone for a Christian man
desiring the office of Elder. “For they that have used
the office of a deacon well, purchase to themselves a
goad degree, and great boldness in the faith, which is
in Christ Jesus.” (1 Tim. 3:13).

—C. Nelson Nichaols.,

CHURCH DIRECTORY

The 1955 church directory is now for sale at 35¢ each,
or 3 for S1,00, Please note the increase in price since
publication rates have almost doubled since I published
the last one. It would be a good idea for several to
get together and send in an order. You may order
from: Ray Asplin, 1420 S.W. 56th St., Oklahoma City 9,
Okla.

Note: The congregation at Madera, Calif., has now
moved to Highway City, Calif., T miles north of Fresno,
at 5230 Market St.

OUR DEPARTED

Griffin—Sister Emma Ada Griffin was born Jan.
23, 1867, and departed this life June 2, 1955, at 2:47
PM. She was 88 years, and 4 months of age. In 1887
she was married to J. H. Griffin, who preceded her in
death several years ago. Five girls and two boys were
born to this union. They are: Ben, Brookhaven, Miss.,
and Gordon, Lake Charles, La.; Mrs. Mary Cammack,
Port Arthur, Tex., Mrs. Josie Smith, Wesson, Miss. (at
whase home she died), Mrs. Ruth Hudson, Brookhaven,
Miss., Mrs. Printiss Cade, Wesson, Miss., and Mrs, Con-
nie Greer, Ruth, Miss. Besides the immediate family,
she leaves 36 grandchildren, 100 great grandchildren,
and 28 great, great grandchtldren, Also a host of other
relatives and friends. Doing things for others was her
greatest delight, and she was ever busy caring for
the sick and needy, and in return was loved by all who
knew her. If she had an enemy she was unaware of it.
In August, 1934, she obeved the Gospel under the
preaching of the late Bro. H. C. Harper, thus becoming
a member of the church of Christ. She was a member
of the New Salem congregation and faithful until
death. Hers was a long and useful life and she was
active until a few years prior to her death. She bore her
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suffering with patience and kindness, and was ever
polite, thoughtful, and appreciative. The church and
community has lost a great character and one who
put into her life the true religion.
—Larry Robertson.

Smith—Sister Johnson C. Smith, born Jan. 23, 1885,
departed this life July 7, 1955, at 5:55 P.M., being 70
years and 6 months of age. Dec. 3, 1905, she was united
in marriage to Johnson C. Smith, to which union 11
children were born. They are: Mrs. Hallie Lea, Annie
Lou (who died in infancy), Estelle Hardin, Ina Belle
McCoy, Claude, Sam, Clyde, Percy, Thomas, Clark, and
Denver. Besides her children, she leaves her husband,
Johnson C. Smith, 18 grand children, 4 brothers, and 2
sisters. She obeyed the gospel in 1916 and thereby be-
came a member of the church of Christ. All her life
was spent in the church after her conversion and most
of her family are faithful to the Lord, many active
in the church work at New Salem and Pearlhaven
churches. Bro. H. E. Robertson was called to preach
*he funeral sermon assisted by the writer. For this dear
family of brethren and sisters in Christ and kindred in
the flesh and life long co-laborers in the Cause, we
cxtend our deep love. Truly they can sing: “Heaven
is dearer since mother is there.”

—M. Lynwood Smith,

TEXAS LABOR DAY MEETING

The meeting this year is at Waco, 9th and Clay,
beginning Aug. 31, and closing with a big day Sept. 5,
which is Labor Day. If possible, we urge you to come
for the entire meeting, but at leasi over the week end.
Our homes will be open to as many as we can keep. We
are looking forward to the largest and best meeting of
this kind yet. Bro, Larry Robertson will hold the
meeting.

THE INSIDE OF THE CUP
I still have on hands about one thousand of my
recent tract, The Inside Of The Cup, which should be
in cireulation. The price: 15c¢ each, $1.50 per dozen,
$12.00 per one hundred, postage paid. May Gog richly
bless all His faithful. Continue to pray for me.
—Homer A. Gay.

THE AFRICAN-WORK
By Paul O. Nichols

Seores and scores of men and women respond fto
the Gospel of Christ each month under the preaching
of our native African preachers. Far more are obeying
the first principles of the doctrine of Christ there than
respond to the call under our preaching here in the
States. And it seems that nearly all of the preachers
there have results. '

I have had the question asked by several in various
localities, if the people in Africa remained faithful
after obeying the Gospel. The answer is, “Not always."”
But that is the same answer that we would have to
offer if the question were asked about people here in
our own country. But the Lord still tells His disciples
to preach it in all the world to every creature. We are
happy that some of the churches are helping support
the preaching of the Truth in Africa, thus making it
possible that those poor souls might have the oap-
portunity to escape the damnation of etermal torment.

Denations: Wichita Falls, Tex. (N. 6th)—$20.00 (for

support) plus $25.00 (for import duty on clothing sent
by them for Africans); Ada, Okla.—815.00; Washing-
ton, Okla.—$20.00; Corcoran, Calif.—$15.00.

BUILDING UP THE CHURCH-—

(Continued from page one)
cated, a.-growth at which we now may marvel and
dream may come again,

This writer does not for one minute believe that
the church- can be built up as it should be without
work on the part of all. It is not unusual, it is really
the general rule, to see us continuing with the work on
the Lord's Day, but so many of us fail to continue daily
—forgetting the weekly meetings of the church, for-
getting our daily duties to study, visit, pray and ad-
minister to those in need. Let us resolve to let lethargy
no longer rule in our mortal bodies, but be up and
doing with a strong and courageous heart that the
church might grow and that we on that Day might
have fruit to our account.

Praising God (Acts 2:47)

Too often we may fail to give credit to whom it is
justly due. Without the help and recognition of God,
our efforts are thwarted, our hopes for the growth of
the church materializes not and our attempts at build-
ing up are futile. The early church did not fail to
praise God and give Him the glory that was justly due
Him. The church today must do no less; no less is ex-
pected.

And Having Favor

and having favor with all the people” thus
Acts 2:47 is continued. This does not mean that those
in the early church pleased the people in catering to
their wants and wishes. I am quite sure that Luke
meant the members of the church so lived that the
favor of the pcople outside the church avas merited.
If the church would be built up in a community, the
members would live exemplary lives; they must prove
to an often too critical people that Christianity is
something more than a utopian state that can be read
from the pages of a baok— This, what a difficult task!
A challenge it is that demands the strength of all men
in Christ. What havoc has been wrought by the lives
lived by some! The members of the church are the
light of the world groping in darkness; let us live lives
above reproach that the church may be built up and
have favor with the people we are attempting to in-
fluence.

(To be continued)
—D. B. McCord.

MY POSITION ON CARNAL WARFARE

I cannot participate In military service in any form.
directly or indirectly, in combatant or noncombatant
service, because:

1. My duty and obligation to my God is superior to
all other obligations (Matt. 22:37; Matt. 6:33; Acts
5:29).

2. My God in the Bible forbids that I engage in carnal
warfare in the following references:

“Put up thy sword,” “For all they that take the sword
shall perish with the sword” (Maitt. 26:52)—Jesus.

‘“My Kingdom is not of this world"” (Jno. 18:36).

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal” (2
Cor, 10:3, 4).

“Love your enemies” (Matt. 5:44); “Turn the other
cheek” (Matt. 5:39).
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“Recompense to no man evil for evil” (Rom. 12:17).

3. To enter any military branch or service. comba-
tant or noncombatant, I would be compelled to “swear”
(take an oath), but the Bible forbids that I do so
(“Swear not at all”—Jesus, Matt. 5:34).

4. To enter any military service I would be compelled
to be yoked with unbelievers, which is forbidd an—'‘Be
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers” (2 Cor.
6:14).

5. To be in any branch of military service in any
way, I would be a part of the organization and would
therefore have fellowship in the service, but such is
prohibited; thus: “Have no fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them”
(Eph. 5:11).

6. To serve in any way in the military service, [
would be deprived of obeying the command to assem-
ble on Lord's day to worship God in the Bible way, at
least part of the time, hence would disobey God (Heb.
10:25; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1, 2).

Therefore, 1 cannot conscientiously engage in carnal
war in any form or branch, and for the above reasons,
I authorize my name to be listed in support of the
above principles.

—Joc W. Howard, Dora, Mo.

Blessed is the man who, having nothing to say,
abstains from giving wordy evidence of the fact.
WMo K
A friend that you have to buy won’t be worth what
you pay for him, no matter what he may be.
“ ok om
Slanderers are like flies that pass all over a man's
good parts to light only on his sores.
L O
God gives sleep to the bad in order that the good
may be undisturbed.
E I S
Worry is interest paid on troubles before it comes
due.
-
An egotist is a man who talks so much about him-
self he gives me no time to talk about myself.
[ ]
You may glean knowledge by reading, but you
must separate the chaff from the wheat by thinking.
'O N
The true measure of loving God is to love him
without measure.
£
The robe of God’s rightcousness, which adorns ev-
ery blood-bought pilgrim, never gets the worse for the
wear.
£ A ]
It is when we turn aside from the Lord’s way that
the feet of faith fail and we begin to limp.
—Gospel Tidings.
LR
For one man to murmur against God because he
possesses not the riches he has given to another, is the
wrath that killeth the foolish man, and the envy that
slayeth the silly one.
® K ok
The weightiest and highest truths, which most
quicken and comfort the faithful, confeund the un-
gedly.

If poverty is the mother of crime, want of sense
is their father.
% & %
1t is a shame when the church itself is a cemetery,
where the living sleep above the ground as the dead
do beneath.
® % A
“Slack hands are an evidence of slack hearts.”
EE A
““He who buys what he doesn’t need steals not only
from himself but from God.”
A SIOUX PRAYER
"Great Spitit, help me never to judge another until I
have walked two weeks in his moccasins.”
I 3
“Slackness of God's work 1s, a prevailing weakness
among his people.™
FE ]
“Few people remember Babe Ruth for the times
he struck out.”
* % %
“If we enlarged upon our blessings like we exag-
gerate our trouble, the troubles would decrease.”
* &

“When pinning your faith on some man, it’s ad-
visable to use safety pins.”
* %
“The fellow who does things that really count is
usually the fellow who does not stop to count them!”
* ¥
“Blessed are they, who, when they've nothing to
say, cannot be persuaded to say it.”
O
“The man who toots his own horn soon has every-
body dodging.”
E
‘“Money will buy a dog, but it won’t buy the wag
of his tail.”
® *
The goal of vesterday will be the starting point of
tomorrow,
ok
You want to make good somewhere, but why not
make good where you are?
—From Boles Home News.

Temper is a gift that improves with non-use.

The door of communion with God may be shut by
our own love of, and delight in, the things which he
hates.

Duty is what we expect from others.

Criticism is something you can avoid by saying
nothing, deing nothing, and being nothing.

It is safer to obey than govern, although our own
foolish hearts would rather lead than follow.

The earthly mind always miscalculates,

Pride is tc the character, like the attic fo the house
—the highest part and generally the most empty.

It is easler for the enemies of the truth to revile
than to refute.
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Gene Hopkins, 1105 W. 21, Tulsa, Okla., July 14—
June 2B, Bro. Morris closed our meeting with 3 con-
fessions of faults. I am sorry I failed to mention in
my last report that Bro. Jack Cutter preached for us in
May one Lord’s day with one confession of faults.
Bro. Simon Gay has also preached for us one Lord’s
day. We really enjoyed the meeting at Sulphur this
wear.

Wayne H. Pearce, Box 24, Rte. 1, Commodore, Pa.,
July 18.—The church at Lovejoy is doing fine. July 10,
Bro. Jimmy Shaw gave us two very good lassons and
July 13, Bro. Tommy Shaw preached for us. July 16, 17,
Sro. Jack Cutter gave us 3 very good lessons. We are
all looking forward to the all day meeting in Sept.
Hlere are 2 subs for the OPA, a very good paper.

Paul Walker, Rte. 2, Summertown, Tenn., July 18.—
Tor the past several weeks I have enjoyed being with
Bro. Waters at McAlester, Okla., and Dallas, Tex. I was
privileged to speak at the following places: Ada, and
Legal, Okla.; and Dallas, Ft. Worth, Temple, and Sand
Grove, Tex. Bro. Morris closed our meeting at Chapel
Grove last night. We enjoyed hearing Bro. Ted Warwick
preach several sermons before Bro. Morris arrived. We
were glad to have Bro. Paul Nichols with us two nights
of the meeting. Pray for us.

Ronny Wade, 4000 Crenshaw, Ft. Worth, Tex., July
13.—Since last reporting, I have been attending school
and preaching various places on week-ends. I am now
working with the small congregation at Paris, Tex.
They are few in nurmnber but chances for growth look
good. The work here, in progress since the first of the
year, is sponsored by Vaughn Blvd. church in Ft. Worth.
We were pleased to have Bro. A. J. Mason of Calif,,
preach for us last Sunday night. We go next to Lexing-
ton, Okla., July 24-Aug. 7; Flemington, Pa., Aug. 19-28;
and LaGrange, Ga., Sept. 4-11. Pray for us as we en-
deavor to serve God.

Clovis T. Cook, 1611 Bluff, Wichita Falls, Texas,
July 10.—Since last report I have preached at Wichita
Falls, Levelland, Fruitland, Lubbock, and Jackshoro,
Tex., McAlester, Okla., and Strong, Ark. I am now in a
meeting with the Fairview church near Marion, La.
My next will be at Claxton, Mo., beginning July 31,
then to Stockton, Calif., for a meeting which will close
with the Labor Day meeting for that state.

Leon Fancher, Box 41, Horatio, Ark, July 16.—We
are still being supported by the same brethren in this
work. ‘At present, Bro. Jimmy Shaw and I are in a
meeting near Dierks, Ark., Last month we were at
Council Hill, Okla,, baptizing 4 and one confessed faulis.
We enjoyed the meeting. Lord willing, Jimmy and I
will hold a meeting at Broken Bow, Okla., beginning
July 26, and at Pine Ridge, Ark., the last of Aug.

J. D. Corson, Mahaffey, Pa., July 4—The tent meet.
ing at Frostburg, Md., was good in spite of bad weather,
About 10 meet there now for the true worship. June 8.
12, I preached at Sweetwater, Mo.; June 15-22, at Field.
stone and Drury, Mo. Attendance and cooperation was
wonderful and we appreciated the hospitality. En
route to Colo., we attended the last part of the meeting
at Sulphur. The preaching, singing, and praying, to
me was a small glimpse of heaven.

W. H. Jones, Rte. 1, Alta Vista, Kan., June 21.—June
12-19, Bro. Melvin Crouch from San Antonio, Tex., held
a good meeting for us, with good interest, one baptism
and 2 confessions of faults. We appreciated Bro. Cope.
land from Topeka driving a distance of 100 miles
(round trip), to lead the singing for us. This, after
working every day, and he did not miss a service. Bro.
Carlile and wife also attended. We feel the church was
strengthened,

Grady Coble, 5301 Parkland, Dallas 19, Tex., July
15—I wish to acknowledge the following donations to
be used in connection with the Spanish work in this
city: Dallas, Tex. (Denley Dr.)—3223.00; San Angelo,
Tex., by Bro. I. C. Miller—812.50; E1 Centro, Calii., hy
Bro. T. E. Wright-—546.27; Sonora, Tex., by Bro. Reed
Chappell—$12.50. Bro. Martinez received the following
donations direct: Waco, Tex., 9th and Clay—S$15.00; Los
Angeles (Siskiyou St.) by Bro. C. N. Nichois—$20.00;
Abilene, Tex., by Bro. Jesse Lawrance—$23.00; Total—
$356.27.

J. R. Tidmore, Box 93, Broken Bow, Okla., July 18—
We were sorry to miss the Sulphur meeting. June 17, I
baptized 2 at Legal, and after services that evening
performed the wedding ceremony for Bro, Vernon Thet-
ford and Sister Vircle Austin. July 4, I baptized 2, and
we are enjoying meeting in our own building, We want
to thank the church at Golden for a donation of $50.00.
Brethren Leon Fancher and Jimmy Shaw will begin a
tent meeting here July 26. The meeting at Golden
closed last night with 5 baptisms. Bro. Don McCord
did the preaching and it was a job well done. July 31.
I plan to go to Ada. Pray for us.

Melvin Crouch, 220 Roesler Rd., San Antonio, Tex.,
July 10.—The Lord hlessed the meeting at Alta Vista,
Kan,, June 12-19, with one baptism and 2 confessions.
The congregation greatly appreciated the assistance of
Bro. Leonard Copeland from Topeka, who was in at-
tendance every night. They invite any of the faithful
to stop and be with them. I am also glad to report that
the mission effort on Nacogdoches Rd. (San Antonio),
continues to be blessed. One was baptized during my
absence, and one since my return. Brethren, remember
that sinner for whom Christ died? Are you doing any-
thing that he might live?

Paul Mackey, 308 Woods Ave., Flemington, Pa,
July 15—1 am stanting the work of an evangelist under
the guidance of Bro. J. Ervin Waters. We met at Lub-
bocek, Texas, and enjoyed a ten day meeting there.
While in West Texas I preached twice one Lord's Day
at Levelland, Texas, a young congregation with a
bright look to the future. From Lubbock we went to
Sulphur and then on to Lawrenceburg where Ervin
opened Chapel Grove's meeting due to {he absence
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of Bro. Edwin Morris. This written from southern Ala-
bama where we began a meeting with the Early con-
gregation July 10. We will be at Lowery July 17-24.

Eugene Qualis, Rte. 3, Box 635, Tulare, Calif., July
12—We want to acknowledge the following help for
the church at Earlimart: Montebello, Calif.—$50.00;
Siskiyou St. (Los Angeles)—$50.00; Lodi, Calif.—$50.00;
Fresno, Calif.—325.00; Bakersfield, Calif.—810.00; Stock-
ton, Calif.—8100.00; Sister Ridenour—$12.00; total—
$297.00. We deeply appreciate this help, and we shall
continue our labor. We understand that several mem-
bers are moving here which will be a great help. Bro.
John Reynolds js still sick. Why not send him a card at
Rte. 1, Box 313, Ceres, Calif. I am sure he can use
financial help also, since he has had many doctor
bills.

J. Ervin Waters, Route one, Lawrenceburg, Tenn.,
June 15— closed the meeting at Lawrence Rd., Wichi-
ta Falls, Texas, with several restorations and con-
fessions of faults. It was good to be associated with so
many of my preaching brethren. 1 was at Lubbock,
Texas, June 24-Tuly 3. Here I was joined by Bre. Paul
Mackey of Flemington, Pa., a young preacher, who is
laboring with me this year. We enjoyed the Sulphur
meeting. I preached three times at Chapel Grove during
our meeting due to the inability of Bro. Morris to arrive
on schedule because of the condition of his mother.
I began at Early church in Alabama July 10 and go
next to Lowery. During the days I am conducting a
singing school at Lowery. Will be at Council Hill, Okla.,
Aug. 18-28, and at Circle Drive, Waco, Texas, Sept. 7-18.

Edwin S. Morris, 3021 McFerrin, Waco, Tex., July
16.—June 12-26, I was at Tulsa, with 3 restored. After
a few days at home we attended some of the meeting
at Sulphur, which was wonderful. July 3, 1 preached at
Ada, Okla., and July 3, at Little Rock, Ark. I was to
be at Chapel Grove, Tenn., July 6-17, but was called
home July 3, due to the illness of my mother, On Mon-
day, July 11, at 5:30 P, M., she departed this life at
the age of 74. She had been 'a member of the church
for almost 60 years. We hated to give her up, but trust
our loss was Heaven’s gain. I arrived at Chapel Grove
July 15, and will finish the meeting. Brethren Waters
and Ted Warwick, preached during my absence. I am
0 be at Temple, Ga., July 22-31; Napoleon., Ala., Aug.
5.14; Woodson, Tex., Aug. 19-28; and Jerusalem, Ark.,
Aug. 31-Sept. 11. Pray for me and mine.

D. B. McCord, 16720 Greenhaven, Covina, Calif., July
17—June 26th, I closed a meeting with the brethren
at Merced, Calif. We hope that good was done; I en-
joyed being with those good people again. My wife
and I will long remember the Sulphur meeting this
year; arn inspiration it was! June 19th, I was at Stock-
ton, Calif. for 2 sermons; what a growing church is
this! Today, I am closing at Golden, Okla. It has been
good to assocjate with members here and friends. Gold-
en has grown since 1 was last here 4 years ago; God
bless all of them. It has been good having the following
breachers attend one or more times: J. R. Tidmore, Leon
Fancher, both of whom are doing a good work in this
part of the country; Paul Nichols and B. F. Leonard.
My next is at Dallas, closing the 3Ist at whicii tiine
I get to go home for 3 or 4 days. Please pray for us;
God bless the church.

John H. Roberson, (colored), 743 N. 16, Richmond,
Ind., July 13.—May 15, I preached at Flemington, Pa.;
May 1, I heard Bro. Barney Welch at Bloomington, Ind.,,
and enjoyed his sermon on worldliness in the church;
May 1, I was with Bro. Jim Canfield and heard him
preach at Harrodsburg, Ind.; May 22, I enjoyed a visit
with Bro. Paul Nichols, and it was good to hear of the
work being done in Africa. I heard him preach a won-
derful sermon that night. May 29, I preached at Har-
rodsburg. We have rented a place for worship here in
Richmond, at 805 N. 16th St., meeting at 10:30 Lord’s
day morning, and 7:30 Lord's day evening and Thurs-
day evening. We would appreciate visitors. Phone
Laurine Webster, 62602. July 3, Bra. Albert Brewer,
Butler, Pa., preached for us which we enjoyed. July
24, I plan to hold a 6 day meeting in Wesson, Miss.,
with the help of Brethren Ferd Roberson and Robert
Cobb. Pray for me in the work of the Lord.

Ted Warwick; 811 No. Northwood Ave., Compton,
Calif,, July 16.—June 26 closed my work with the
congregation in Midland, Texas. I enjoyed working
with these brethren. From July 9th through 15th I
preached in Bro. Edwin Morris' place at Chapel Grove,
Tenn. due to his mother’s illness. Qur hearts were sad
to learn of the passing of his mother. There has been
one baptism and one confession thus far in the meeting.
I am to begin the 22nd in Delta, Colorado and then
begin working with the Clement St., church in Odessa
and Levelland, Texas congregation beginning Aug. 1.
If vou know of anyone at either place who might bhe in-
terested contact me c/o I. Earl Van Stavern, 1505 Ave.,
G., Levelland, Texas, or R. Mearl Van Stavern, 817
East 15th St., Odessa, Texas.

Billy Jack Ivey, Box 13, Sentinel, Okla., July 15.—
The meeting at San Antonio (Catalina St.) was one of
the best meetings I have held in Texas in several years.
It was well attended and interest and co-operation was
good throughout. The brethren from various congrega-
tions in that section attended and rendered valuable
help. It was a pleasure to work with Bro. Raliegh Perk-
ins. He is a fine man worthy of esteem and fellowship.
Eight were baptized during this meeting. The 4th of
July meeting was in my estimation a grand success. A
wonderful spirit prevailed throughout. At present we
are at Menard, Texas in a meeting. This congrega-
tion coentinues to grow in zeal and membership. Thus
far 4 have been baptized and 2 restored and we look
for more before the meeting closes. This meeting will
close the 17 at which time we go to Austin {43 & Mabel)
for a meeting. I look anxiously forward to laboring
with Bro. Osteen and others in that city. Lord willing
we begin at St. Albans, W. Va. on August 7 to continue
until the 21, from there to McAlester, Okla., Aug. 26 to
Sept. 4. Next will be Marietta, Okla., Sept. 6 to 18.

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., July 16.—
We were sorry to miss the Sulphur meeting, but there
was work that had to be taken care of. We hope to
attend next year. 1 am now at Burkhart, near Je¢plin,
Mo,. with one confession thus far, good attendance and
interest. August 3-14, I am to be at Beacon, Ia.; Aug.
31.Sept. 3, I am to debate John O'Dowd from Houston,
at LaGrange on the classes, women teachers, loaves,
and cups. We will discuss the same subjects Sept. 27-
30, at Houston, Tex., Sept. 12-18, I will be at Liberty,
Ky.; Oct. 9-16, Marion, La.; Oct. 19-22, at Frostburg, Md.,
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in response to a challenge by Clyde C. Sloan to debate
the same propositions with him as with John O'Dowd.
I then go to Calif,, for two meectings. Here are 6 subs.
1 wish all would take the OPA for I believe it is a great
help in keeping brethren in contaet with how the king-
dom is spreading, and much may be learned from the
good articles.

Bennie T. Cryer, 427 University Ave., Waco, Texas,
July 15—We arrived in Waco July 6 to begin work with
the Cirele Road church of Christ. 1 am looking for-
ward to working with this church. Bro. Edwin Morris’
mother was ill when we arrived and she passed away
last Monday. Our sympathy is extended to the entire
family. I have attended several services of Bro.
Broesch’s meeting in McGregor, Texas. He has preach-
cd some very good sermons. The latter part of June I
held a meeting for the Clements Street church of
Christ in Odessa, Texas. I enjoyed the fellowship of
+1e brethren and sisters there and we believe the re-
sults of the meeling was good. Bro. Jim Russell spoke
nsnce for us during the meeting. I preached once at
San Angelo, Texas. If the Lord wills, Bro. and Sis.
—on Crossman and family will move to Odessa from
Tularosa, N. M. They will be a great help to the
chaurch. I think the July 4th meeting was one of the
best, Pray for us.

Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood 38,
Calif., July 16.—The elforts at San Angelo, Tex., closed
June 19, with six confessions and two baptisms. June
20.-29, we were with the church at Temple, Tex. (29th
Street and Ave. I). We had one baptism. In three
months time, beginning April 1, we had eighteen
preachers (as well as many many other good brethren)
visit meetings that we have held, They are certainly
always welcome, and we surely appreciate the encour-
agement that they offer and the valuable assistance
that they render. It is surprising how much boost the
presence of a visiting preacher gives ta a meeting. We
have alsa attended other's meetings as time and op-
portunity have permitted, and have really enjoyed the
preaching, association, and fellowship with those “of
like precious faith.” We were able to be at Sulphur,
QOkla. for part of the annual meeting. It was just
grand—the best ever! Those who did not come certain-
ly missed something this year. The Lord willing, we
begin a meeting tomorrow (July 17) at Lawrenceburg,
Tenn. (Frank St.), which is to continue through the
27th. Next, New Salem, Miss.,, Aug. 5-14; Shreveport,
La., Aug. 15-23; Pleasant Grove, Ind. (near Brazil),
Aug. 24-Sept. 4. Let us continue to keep the banner of
Prince Immanuel waving high.

Homer A. Gay, 262 N. Jackson, Lebanon, Mo., July
15.—I1 preached morning and night, June 19, at Lees
Summit, near Lebanon. This used to be our home, and
we surely @id enjoy being with them. I started the
camp meeting at Sulphur, Okla., Saturday night, June
25, and held on until Bro. King came to my rescue Sun-
day night. This was a wonderful meeting. 1 believe
it was the best we have had in many years. It seemed
that everyone fried to make it just that. I believe
there were four confessions of wrong doings, one re-
stored and one baptized. More than sixty preachers
were there at least, part time. This meeting closed the
4th of July, and we went to Wichita Falls, Texas, the

5th and spent three days with our son and family who
now live there. I preached two nights at the No. 6th
St. church, and Lawrence Road church dismissed their
service and all eame together. We promised to go
back again and preach at the other church house the
next time. We then visited our daughter and family
in Arlington, Texas, and I preached at Denley Dr.
church in Dallas, July 10. and at the Spanish church
there an Jeff Street that night. I was pleased to note
both congregations doing well. Am hearing Wayne
Fussell in a Tent Meeting near Lebanon this week. 1
go to Mozier, I11,, this week-end for three Lord's days.

Note: I failed in my last month's statement of
money sent to me to mention T. L. Modgling $30.00.
Very sorry to have overlooked this. Also, since last
report the Lees Summit church, near Lebanon gave
me $50.00, thus making in all $989.00 for which I am
truly thankful.

Homer L. King, Route 2, Lebanon, Missouri, July
20.—1 closed a series of meetings at Ada, Okla,, June
26, morning service, with one baptized and two con-
fessions of faults, as I remember. Bro. Clarence Kes.
senger did the baptizing. It was certainly good ta be
with all the goad people there again. It brought back
many pleasant memories of the beginning of this
chureh and my labor with them since that time. We
rejoice that they have grown steadily over the years,
I was glad to be associated with Brethren Clarence and
Ray Kessinger again. My next was assisting Bro. Gay
in the camp meeting in Sulphur. I was glad to labor
with him again and to be with so many of our dear
brethren from all over the brotherhood. The singing.
preaching, praying, and the Christian association were
wonderful, indeed., Closing here July 4, we began at
Stroud, Okla., the next night, continuing through July
12, Although the church here is small, we enjoyed
working with them in the short meeting. Bro. Roe and
the others worked hard to make the meeting a success.
A young Bro. Morgan, who preaches some, is much help
to the faithful few in Stroud. At last, T am enjoying a
much needed rest in my old home, in the Lees Summit
community, for a few days now. However, we had
three services over the last week-end, singing Saturday
night, and preaching Sunday and Sunday night. It
was good to be with all in my home church again.
While many have moved away, yet we still have a
fair sized church here. We have enjoyed a visit in our
home by the Wades, of Font Worth Texas, this week.
We go next to Springfield, Mo., for four weeks of labor,
personal and preaching, before returning to Modesto,
Calif,, the latter part of August. Pray for me and mine,
brethren.

“He knows not his strength who has never been
tried."”
* ok ¥
We all need someone who will make us do what
we are capable of doing. —Carlyle.
* % ¥
“God writes with a pen that never blots, speaks
with a tongue that never slips, and acts with a hand
that never fails.”
* ¥ K
The disease of an evil conscience is beyond the
practice of all the physicians of all the countries of
the world. —Gladstone. l
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BUILDING UP THE CHURCH (II)
By D. B. McCord

In the introductory article of this series, a casual
mention of the ‘togetherness” of God’s people was
made. Unity is so important ta the building up of the
church that it can be said to be no less than essential.
The theme of this installment is the place of Unity in
the church.

It was David who declared: “Behold, how good
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
in Unity"” (Psalm 133:1). The dwelling together in
unity of brethren is no less good and pleasant today
than it was milleniums past.

May we introduce at this point two men, Abrabham
and Lot, who taught during their life a classic lesson
in unity and its consequents (Gen. 13}, Abram, later
called Abraham, left Egypt along with his kinsman
Lot. Abraham was an opulent man; he “was very rich
in cattle, in silver, in gold.” Lot also had “flocks and
herds and tents.” It came to pass that their substance
became so great they could not dwell together. “And
there was a strile -between the herdmen of Ahram's
cattle. and the herdmen of Lot's cattle." Such an un-
pleasant turn of events one day prompted Abraham to
suggest to Lot the following: “Let there be no strife
I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my
herdmen and thy herdmen, for we be brethren."” There
are at least 3 lessons which are applicable today that
we may learn from this episode in the life of Abraham.
They are: (1) There is no better reason for brethren
dwelling together in unity than is here expressed. If
brethren would always remember the bond that exists
between and among us in Christ, we would be less
prone to do those things which might tend toward dis-
unity. (2) There may arise circumstances wherein it
is no longer feasible for two men to continue together,
That was the case between Abraham and Lot; so, il
may be the case at times in the church today. Due to
different personalities, propensities and idiosyncra-
cies, that are in one brother antagenistic to those in
another, it is wise for brethren to be as was Abraham,
“Let there be no strife between me and thee” Abra.
ham asked Lot to choose the direction he would and
that he would take the other. What a charitable, bro-
therly attitude was this manifested by Abrahain!
Abraham was not one who insisted on his own way te
the exclusion of others; so would brethren be in build.
ing up the church today. And (3), let us long remem-

(Continued on page three)

WHY OPPOSE INNOVATIONS IN RELIGION
By Homer L. King

Many pcople do not understand why we approve
of innovatjons in things of human origin, but oppose
innovations in religion or things of divine origin. If
you will follow me closely in this investigation, I think,
you will be able to see why we oppose innovations in
religion.

Definition: “Innovation, something new; in religion,
a change in ritual, organization, etc. Basic idea, some-
thing new.” —Waebster.

Hence, that which is not as old as the New Testa-
ment is “something new,” an innovation in religion.
There are two kinds of innovations: 1. Those involv.
ing only man’s arrangements; 2. Those involving di-
vine arrangements. The former are entirely harmless,
and may be positively beneficial. Man has the right
to change his own work or plans according to his own
discretion, since God has not legislated as to how man
is to work his farm, factory, or vineyard. Hence, our
objections lie entirely against the latter kind. Let us
not confuse our right to change our plans with things
that have to do with divine prerogative. Herein lies
the trouble.

But, “to the law and to the testimony;” “What hath
the Lord spoken”? Hear Him: “Thus saith the Lord,
‘Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the ‘Old
Paths,” where is the good way, and walk therein, and
ye shall find rest for your souls” (Jer. 6:16). May we
do just as the Lord has commanded Israel above. May
we really “Stand in the ways, and see, and ask for the
‘Old Paths.”’ where is the good way, and walk therein,”
that we may “find rest for our souls.” Again: “For
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa.
55:8, 9). This shows that the finite mind is so inferior
to the Infinite, that the Lord conirasts them by the
contrasts of heaven and earth.

Religion is either divine in origin or human. If
human, there is no harm to change. Divine things are
products of divine wisdom, hence cannot be improved
by man. There are some apparent exceptions: The
development of plant and animal forms by cultiva-
tion. In this case, man only places the form in such
environment as to develop what was already there.
There are two sides to nature— God’'s and man’s.
Science is but the discovery of God’s side. No scientist
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has ever invented a new law of nature or created an
atom of matter. His entire work is to discover, not to
invent. This principle applies with equal force to re-
ligion. It is God’'s province to create and reveal; man’s
to discover, interpret, and enjoy. The scientists, as a
rule know this, theologians do not. Hence, they leave
their province to invade the province of God, by adding
to God's arrangements or by changing God's arrange-
ments. True progress is in the direction of learning
more and more of God’s plans, but never in trying to
add to those plans. Let us recall the text: “For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, saith the Lord” (Isa. 55:8). The Lord has
told us that man’'s ways and thoughts are not God’s
ways .dnd thoughts. Furthermore “There is a way
which seemeth right unte a man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death” (Prov. 14:12). Just because a
thing seems right, does not make it right in the sight
of God. Shall we not learn a lesson by the mistakes of
Saul? When the Lord sent him to destroy the Amale-
kites and all they possessed, you remember he spared
0ld King Agag and the best of the sheep and the oxen,
and of the fatlings, and the lambs. Although Saul
made excuse that the people wanted them, and that
they intended to offer them as a sacrifice unto the
Lord, vet the Lord through Samuel rendered to him the
stinging rebuke: “Hath the Lord as great delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice
of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
and to harken than the fat of rams” (1 Sam. 15:1-22).
No matter if Saul did mean to serve God with these
changes in God’s orders, it did not please God, and
Saul lost his throne as king. “The things that were
written afore time, were written for our learning and
our admonition,” Things that are divine must be re-
spected and left free from any changes by man.

The Church Is A Divine Institution

Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it”
(Matt. 16:18). Paul said, “God gave Christ to he head
over all things to the churech, which is his body; the
fullness of him that filleth all in all” (Eph. 1:20-23).
This church was built by the Lord, and it is his church,
not man’s, nor was it built by man. Denominational
churches were established by -man, therefore human,
but not so with the divine institution of Jur Lord.
Hence, since the church here mentioned, originated in
the mind of the Lord, it is divine, infinitely greater
than any or all human organizations, we dare not add
to its divine structure, nor try to change 2 feature of
it. Hence, there is no room nor place for any human
institution or organization, for as Paul says, the
“church is the fullness of him that filleth all in all”
(Eph. 1:23). Furthermore, since Paul says by inspira-
tion, that the church is the fullness of him, where is
there any room for a “future kingdom,” as some wauld
have us believe?

From the above deductions, I submit the following
conclusions: The church of our Lord, being a divine
institution, man is prohibited from adding to, taking
from, or changing any feature of that divine structure.
Therefore, only the divine names of the church and
of its members must be adopted or used; nor are we
allowed to alter the divine organization of the church;
nor can we change, add to, or take from the ordinances
of this body; nor must we add to, take from, or change
the worship of this divine institution. For all were

given by the Lord. It is man's province to discover and
learn all he can about these things, but he cannot im.
prove them by changing them. Now, hear our Lord,
the head of his church, as he warns: “Every plant,
which my heavenly Father has not planted shall he
rooted up” (Matt. 15:13), and, “But in vain they do
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men” (Matt. 15:9). Now, since the Jews renderpd
their worship vain, by teaching for doctrines the com.
mandments of men, and since God is no respecter of
persons (Acts 10:34), do we think that we are at liberty
to change, add to, or take from divine arrangements?
Certainly, we render the worship vain, when we intro-
duce an innovation, something new, inte the work and
woarship of the church of Christ. You must be able to
understand by now, why it is that we are afraid to in-
troduce into the work and worship of the church, that
for which we do not have precept, approved example,
or necessary inference. We should ever heed the words
of Jehovah to Israel: “Stand ye in the ways, and sce,
and ask for the ‘Old Paths,” where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls”
(Jer. 6:16).
(Continued)

TIMELY SUGGESTIONS

Missing the run-way: Just last week there was a
terrible plane crash not far from our home town—all
thirty persons aboard, perished! The reason: one of
the engines was burned out. The pilot seemed 1o try
hdrd to make the landing, but it fell a few hundred
yvards short of the landing strip.

In Hebrews 4:1, we read, “Let us therefore fear,
lest, a promise being left us of entering into His rest,
any of you should seem to come short of it.” It would
surely be a tragic thing for any of us to “fall short of
the run-away’ in that final day!

1t is a wonderful thing for one to get on the Hi-
way of Holiness, by primary obedience to the
gospel; it is great to travel on this way, but if we were
to try to land today, how many of us would miss the
run-way?

Suggestion: “Let us lay aside every weight, and
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us' (Heb. 12:
1).

Gratitude blesses the one who gives as well as
the one who receives. ‘It is more blessed to give than
to receive" (Acts 20:35).

The art of conversation includes the habit of lis-
tening. "“And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your
own business, and to work with your own hands, as we
commanded you” (1 Thess. 4:11).

“Your Preacher's Plight” — A clipping: “If he is
young he lacks experience; if his hair is grey he is too
old.

If he has five or six children he has too many; if
he has none he is setting a bad example.

If his wife sings she is being too forward; if she
does not, she is not interested in her husband’'s work.

If he speaks from notes he has canned sermons and
is dry; if he is extemporaneous he is not deep.

If he spends too much time in his study he neg-
lects his people; if he visits he is a gadabout.

If he is attentive to the poor he is playing the
grandstand; if to the wealthy he is trying to be an
aristocrat,
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If he suggests improvements for the church he is
a dictator; if he makes no suggestions he is a figure-
head.

If he uses too many illustrations he neglects the
Bible; if not enough he is not clear.

If he condemns wrong he is cranky; if he does not
he is a compromiser.

If he preaches for an hour he is windy; if less he
is lazy.

If he preaches the truth he is offensive; if not he
is a hypocrite,

If he fails to please everybody he is hurting the
church; if he does please everybody he has no con-
victions.

If he preaches to tithe he is a moneygrabber; if he
does not he is afraid to declare the whole council— So,
what’s the use!"

All of which makes me think of Galatians 1:10,
“For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to
please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be
the servant of Christ.”

Some one said the other day, “If you want to know
how to build a house ask a carpenter; if you want to
know how to built a baptistry ask a preacher— he is
the one who uses it.” This might work on a lot of
things. When the preachers and the church learn to
cooperate in the work much more can be accomplished.
The preacher might (he should, and wusudlly does)
know a few things besides his sermon.

Suggestion: Talk things over together, and use
good judgment in arranging the work so as to receive
the greatest amount of good from our money and ef-
forts.

Our preachers travel too much, and too many
meetings conflict.

Final Suggestion: When you run out of “sermons”
try preaching the word.

—Homer A. Gay.

THE AFRICAN WORK
By Paul O. Nichols

For some time we had not heard from Bro. E. C.
Severe, but recently we received a letter dated July 8,
1955, in which he says, “I am sorry that I have not
written you for about two months time. I believe that
you will forgive me when I tell you that I was away
from home for nearly one and a half months. I was
away on the field visiting with various congregations.

“The work on the African field Is growing.
Miseche, Chinthuli, Mlase, Thekerani, Khonjeni, and
Mlilima congregations arc growing. They are convert-
ing many people. Our northern work is also making
rapid progress. Bro. Garnett Limani is making sue-
cessful efforts in planting the Truth amongst the di-
gressive brethren in Zomba District. Bro. Mulula
Mpandakwaya at Lake Chirwa is the gospel warrior
there. He has established three congregations around
Lake Chirwa and still carries on another effort to es-
tablish some more.

“Bro. J. Mauwa baptized forty at Malekwa and
Mukhunyeriwa; R. Ngomano, nineteen at Zenji; G.
Chikomola, one hundred and ninety-three; S. Chak-
hame, thirty-four at Manyumba and Mpharathekwa;
S. Neniwa, four at Naphungo; B. Severe, thirty-one at
Wendewende; A. Severe, six at Wendewende. These
reports are for May and June.

“I am glad to tell you that I received the money

for my motorcycle. [ am now going to buy the cycle
next week on Tuesday. Many thanks tg all those who
cantributed.

“From June 27th through July 3rd we had a get-
together meeting at Wendewende Village. It was won-
derful, Nearly all the Christians were present, a thing
which has never been known before. All our preaching
brethren were present.

“Two pastors of the Provincial Industrial Mission
were converted by Bro. Moriasa of Zenje. Bro. R.
Ngomano baptized them. The fight is on! And I hope
that if God still spares us to live to do some more im-
portant preaching with good results.

“Bro. E. J. Smith and others from Wichita Falls,
Texas sent us soeme clothing for the needy in Africa.
Bro. R. Stevens and A. LaRew of Ottumwa, Iov.a have
also sent us clothing., They also sent us money for
customs duty. These brethren are due our apprecia-
tion, We appreciate the good spirit these fine brethren
have for the Lord’s work in Africa. We are also thank-
ful for the interest and support of the white Ameriean
brethren. We trust brethren you will will never leave
us alone in our fight to carry the Word to those who
need it."

Contributions for the work: Bro. Louis I. Gibbs,
Huntington Park, Calif.—$20.00; Merced, Calif.—$20.00;
Harrodsburg, Ind.—S$44.00; Corcoran, Calif.—8$15.00; Ar-
mona, Calif.—$10.00; Wichita Falls, Tex. (N. 6th) —
510.00; Ada, Okla.—3$15.00.

BUILDING UP THE CHURCH—
(Continued from page one)

ber and well, that Abraham and Lot went their sepa-
rate ways with no ill-will in their hearts toward one
another. Lot, you remember, pitched his tent toward
Sodom. One day, God would destroy Sodom because
of its ungodliness and Abraham remembered that Lot
was there and interceded for him. Even though they
could not work together over near Bethel, for fear that
strife would come, Abraham remembered Lot that he
was just and possessed no ill-will toward him. The
time has been known when two brethren could not
work together compatibly in one congregation and
that one of them went to another to keep unity in the
church. When such is the case, brethren should har-
bor no ill-will, nor let any root of bitterness spring up
and defile them, but separate on friendly and brotherly
terms. Such can contribute to the building of the
church by brethren thus involved.

In John 17, we have what could more properly be
termed the Lord's Prayer. Christ prayed for the unity
of believers of all time in every clime. “Neither pray
I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe
on me through their word; that they all may be one;
as Thou, Father, art in me and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us; that the world may believe that
Thou hast sent me.” Of all the reasons for having
unity, the one Christ mentioned here excelleth them
all—that the world may believe!

It might be in order for all who are concerned with
building up the church to ponder the questions: What
am I doing to prornote and maintain the unity of God’s
peaple; what am I doing to fulfill the wishes and de-
sires of Christ expressed in the prayer He prayed?

Permit us here an attempt at trying to clarify a
much too general misconception: In the realm of law,

(Continued on page T)
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HERE AND THERE

How to Reach Us—Until further notice address all
correspondence and matter intended for publication in
OPA, book orders, etc., to P. O. Box 333, Modesto, Cali-
fornia. Please, make a note of this as it will save
delay.

Permaneéent Location for OPA—In the August num-
ber of this paper, we made mention of the need of such
location for our paper. We are thankful for the re-
sponse to this suggestion. Bro. Gay endorses the move
and suggests Springfield, Missourl, as a suitable place.
Bro. John Reynolds, Ceres, Calif., writes in favor of
something along that line, but suggests Modesto, Cali-
fornia. Bro. Don McCord writes a very encouraging
letter endorsing the move with his offer to help in any
way that he can. Others have spoken to me personally,
favoring the idea. Bro. Gay and I feel that a place
should be chosen that is in need of the publisher’s ser-
vice in building up and developing a small or new con-
gregation, or in a central location, where a number of
small cangregations could have the services of the
publisher in evangelistic effort. We are offering this
suggestion to our brethren who are interested in the
welfare of the paper and the evangelistic work in a
needy field. Your advice and suggestions are appre-
ciated if you care to make them Known to us.’

Gratitude—We are so thankful for the increased
interest manifested in the circulation of the paper, as
the “Our Helpers” report shows. 164 subs. from July
20 to August 20. This is very good, indeed, and we
want all to know that we sincerely appreciate every
word and deed in behalf of the OPA. This paper has
been used over the years as a medium through which
to fight the battles of all who are standing firm against
the encroachment of digression wherever found by our
brethren. This paper has been used freely to introduce
our young preachers to the faithful brotherhood, and
we appreciate so much the way about all of them show
their appreciation by sending us such encouraging
lists of subs. We hear of but one or two preachers
who work against the paper. Can you feature that?
May the Lord bless them and all who work for the
paper.

The flower of youth never appears more beautiful
than when it bends toward the sun of righteousness.

DO YOU NEED THE FOLLOWING?

Song Boolts—The title of our 1955 song book is “Qld
Path Echoes Number Four.” It contains 183 songs, suit.
able for all services of the church. About one third of
this number are good old songs and hymns; one third
are tried songs which have stood the test for several
years, and which are known by about all our brethren.
The other third are new songs, not used by us before,
many of which are songs written in the last two years.
The reception of this book has far surpassed our ex.
pectations, and many acclaim it “the best yet”. If you
appreciate soul stirring songs with life and beauty, you
will like this book.

The price is reasonable—single copy, 50¢; five or
more copies 40c each; postage paid by us. Send all or-
ders to Homer L. King, P. O. Box 333, Modesto, Calif.

Old Path Echoes (No. 3), our 1954 song bodk, is still
available, but our supply is very limited, as it sold
beyond our expectations.

The price—50c per copy; 40c per copy for five or
more; postpaid.

“0Old Paths Echoes (No. 2) (1953), same size, qual-
ity, general purpose book as the athers, and thought by
some ta be the best we have ever made. The price—
50c per ecopy; $5.00 per dozen; $10.00 for 25; $20.00 for
50; $40.00 for 100; postpaid.

“0Ol1d Path Echoes” (1952), same size, price, and kind
as the above named book, and one of the best we have
ever put out.

A Book of Sermons—"0ld Paths Pulpit,” a book of
33 sermons and essays, by 33 preachers of the church
of Christ, with photographs and short histories of each
preacher; covering nearly every subject of interest to
saint and sinner. Price—$2.25; Postpaid.

A SPECIAL OFFER

For a limited time, we are making you a special
price on the tract, “The Communion,” by Ervin Waters,
a very able and comprehensive discussion of the va-
rious phases of the Communion or Lord's Supper.

The regular price is 33¢ per copy, but our special
limited price is 25¢ per copy; 5 copies $1.00; 25 copies
$5.00; 100 copies $18.00; postage prepaid.

QOur second-special offer is, for a limited time we
will send you one hundred copies, packed as follows:
33 copies of The Communion, 33 copies of the Clark-
King Discussion, and 34 copies of the Clark-Harper
Debate, one shipment, for only $18.00, postpaid.

You cannot afford to miss this bargain on good
tracts to use in mission work. Every church should
have this collection on hands.

Send all orders to Old Paths Advocate, Box 333,
Modesto, Calif.

OUR HELPERS

Below, you will find the number of subs, sent us
from July 20 to August 20. We are very much encour-
aged to note the good list of subs. this month. We re-
joice and take courage to go on with the work of the
paper and try ta do yet more in the future. We hope
you will Keep the good work going. Please note the
following and report any errors to us:

Ervin Waters—30; Paul O. Nichols—11; Billy Orten
—10; E. H. Miller—8; Jack Ivey—6; Barney D. Welch—
3; Edwin 8. Morris—S; Glen Ayers—$S; Miles King—4;
J. W. McKeand—4; Tommy Shaw—4; Homer L. King—
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4: Homer A. Gay—3; Carlos B, Smith--3; Luther Boek—
3; Mrs. W. J. Boyd—2; J. C. Hayes—2; E. R. Coombes—
2; Mrs. C. E. Roberts—2; Geo. H. Woodruff—2; James
Orten—2; Mrs. W. F. Cogburn—2; Geo. W. McCain—2;
Gayland Osburn—2; E. V. Dennington—2; David C.
Jones—2; Wyvonne Carter—2; Mrs. F. A. Deavers—1;
Mrs. J. H. Miller—1; Roy W. Meeker—1; Wm. Oxner—
1; J. H. Sharp—1; Ernie Lewis—1; Mae Miller—1; Mrs.
Leslie Cato—1; Dorman Bryant — 1; H. O. Allen—1;
Don Krider—1; Ben Frentrup—1; Richard Nichols—1;
Herman Fink—1; John Reynolds—1; Mrs, L. N. Byford
-—1; Geo. K. Fall—1; Raymond Bunner—1; W. S. Cum-
mings—1; Mrs. J. S. Thomas—1; Zena Mills—1; Mrs.
Carl Willis—1; B. B. Coyson—1; Ted Warwick—1; W. H.
Jones—1; Irene Koller—1; J. B, Carter—1; Mrs. Stella
Parks—1; R. C. Clements—1; Francis Graham—1; Ida
Shultz—]1; Bennie Cryer—1; Wallace Weeks—1; Mrs.
Alma Lamkins—1; Marvin Heflin—1; Total—164.

IMPORTANT NOTICE!

In the August issue of the OPA, we informed our
readers that one hundred subscriptions to brethren in
foreign countries are over due, having expired about
two months past. Many of these brethren are not able
to pay for the paper, even if they were allowed to send
money out of their homeland. For the past several
years these have been paid by contributions from our
brethren in Africa. We believe the teaching in the
OPA will (and has) do much good, and we regret very
much to cut them off, but unless someone or ones act
immediately, we shall be compelled to do so. So,
please, do something before another month forces us
to drop about 97 of these names.

To date we have received but $3.00 for this cause
as follows: Mrs, W. F. Cogburn, $2.00; Mrs. Stella Park,
$1.00. Many thanks to the above sisters for their prompt
liberality. —H. L. Xing.

BONDS OF MATRIMONY

Hickman.Doud, Berna-Doud.—QOn the afternoon of
July 3, Bro. Larry A. Hickman, of Yakima, Wash., and
Sister Mary E. Doud, of Selah, Wash., also Bro. Charles
Paul Berna, of Gridley, Calif., and Glenna Aline Doud,
of Selah, Wash., in a double wedding ceremony, were
united in holy bonds of matrimony in the Fruitland
Grange Hall, Yakima, Wash.

May God richly bless them with happiness in ser-
vice unto Him, until death doth them part.

The writer officiated.

—Gayland L. Osburn.

TRACTS
I have several hundred of my 48 page books,
“Proof Cups And Classes Are Not Scriptural,” which I
am selling at cost, 15¢ per copy, or $15.00 per hundred.
If you need them, please let me know.
—E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga.

ACKENOWLEDGMENT
We wish to acknowledge receipt of a donation of
$25,00 by Mearl Van Stavern, of Odessa, Texas, for the
new church building in Springfield, Mo. Our many

thanks for the same.
—John J. Van Stavern,

COMMENT

Being on the ground at the time the new church
building was being erected in Springfield, having la-
bored at length with the faithful few in Springfield, I
know that they very much need all the contributions
they may receive, for they are heavily in debt on their
splendid church building, but they are few and poor
in this world's goods. 1 know that their financial load
is very heavy. If you can send them a donation it will
be received with gratitude and will be acknowledged.

Address Glen Van Stavern, 1014 South Broadway,
Springfield, Mo. —Homer L. King.

TEXAS LABOR DAY MEETING

The church at 901 Clay Ave., Waco, Tex., wishes
to announce the Labor Day meeting which is to be held
here. Bro. Larry Robertson is to conduct our meeting
concluding with the Labor day meeting, Sept. 5. As
was announced last year when we met at Wichita Falls,
there will be no lunch served. Everyone will be re-
sponsible for his own noon meal and thus the sisters
will have more opportunity to attend and enjoy the
meeting. We want to extend a hearty welcome to all
to attend.

J. C. Hayes, 1120 S. 30th, Waco, Tex.

OUR DEPARTED

Rose—Sister Louella Rose was born Feb. 23, 1865 in
Alabama, and departed this life July 8, 1935, at Sul-
phur, Okla. Nov. 20, 1883, she was married to Richard
T. Rose at Veal Station, Tex. Six children were born
to this union. Mr. Rose and 2 of the children preceded
her in death. She is survived by 2 sons, H, C. and
Claud, both of Sulphur; 2 daughters, Mrs. Emma Aus-
tell, Ada, Okla., and Mrs. Leta Walker, Long Beach,
Calif.; 9 grandchildren and 16 great grandchildren. She
obeyed the gospel early in life. Funeral services were
conducted by the writer.

—R. B. Roden.

Russell.—Sister Alma Russell departed this life at
her home in Highway City, Calif, June 28, 1955, at the
age of 67 years. She obeyed the gospel in her youth.
She is survived by her husband, Bro. Ambrose R. Rus-
sell; 3 sons, James W., Fresno, Calif, William, Salt
Lake City, Utah, and Neal, Chowchilla, Calif.; 2 daugh-
ters, Mrs. Louise Williams Grove, Oakland, Calif., and
Mrs. Wendell W. Love, Mt. View, Calif.; 2 brothers,
William Mallard, of Arkansas, and Neil Mallard, Tem-
ple City, Calif.; and 13 grandchildren. Funeral services
were conducted by the writer at Lisle Funeral Home in
Fresno. The flowers were very beautiful. Singing was
by members of the Fresno congregation.

—Ernie Lewis.

Clendenny.—Sister Celia (Pontero) Clendenny was
born Nov. 28, 1876 near Mozier, 111, and died Lord's day
morning, July 31, 1955. Oect. 4, 1893 she avas married
to Cary E. Clendenny and 13 children were born to
this union, 9 of them still living. Her husband pre-
ceded her in death Feb. 13, 1948, and I happened to
be in a meeting at Mozier at that time, and was asked
to conduct his funeral. Sister Clendenny obeyed the
gospel in her youth and was faithful until death. She
was with the true church in Mozier since its establish-
ment. Except for 2 years spent in Italy, her whole life
was spent at Mozier where she was known and loved
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by all. She had not been well for some time, but Fri-
day night at church, she insisted I have lunch with
her on Lord's day, and up early fixing lunch Lord’s day
morning, when she fell dead. Aug. 2, funeral services
were conducted amid hundreds of sorrowing friends
and loved ones, and she was laid to rest beside her
husband to await the resurrection. The foral offering
was as profuse and beautiful as I have ever seen.
Singing was by the congregation in Mozier. The writer
spoke words of comfort and warning to a very large
crowd. One who knew her well and loved her.
—Homer A. Gay.
Fuller—Sister Josephine Fuller was born in Smith-
ville, Tex., Sept. 15, 1895, and died at Providence Hos-
pital, Waco, Tex.,, June 27, 1935. She obeyed the gos-
pel at an early age and served her Lord faithfully, lov-
ing the church dearly. Left to mourn her passing is her
husband, Narman Fuller, Cameron, Tex.; 3 children,
Delton Fuller, Houston, Tex., Mrs. M. J. Qrten, Houston,
Tex., and Mrs. W. O. Rinn, Cameron, Tex.; 3 brothers,
1 half brother, and 5 grand children. Truly, she built
not upon wood, hay or stubble, but upon gold, silver,
and precious stones. The forces of right suffered loss
when she left us. —J. Wayne McKamie,

Minor.—Bro. Lewis Allen Minor was born at Mill
Creek, Ind., and departed this life June 1, 1955, at
Oklahoma City, Sept. 2, 1900. He was united in mar-
riage to Mary Margaret Fox at Fordland, Mo., and 7
children were born to this union, 2 daughters and a
son preceding him in death. He is survived by his wife,
Sister Mary Minor; 4 children, L. E. Minor, Katie
O'Boyle, W. A, Minor, and Virginia Manning; 9 grand-
children, and 3 great grandchildren. He obeyed the
gospel in 1912, later was united with the church of
Christ on Tth St, in Okla. City in 1950. The writer
conducted funeral services. ~—R. B. Roden.

Tysoen~—Sister Molly Tyson departed this life July
23, 1955, at the age of 73 years, at Plainview, Tex. She
is survived by 4 children, several grand children, and
one sister, our beloved Sister Clint Sargent of Fredrick,
Okla., Bro. Milton Evitt of Lubbock, Tex., baptized her
July 21, 1955. Funeral services were conducted by the
writer at Davidson, Okla,

—Bill Harmon.

Brumfield—Norman Curtis (Butch) Brumfield was
born Oct. 31, 1939 at Turlock, Calif.; he passed away
Saturday, Aug. 13, 1955. At the tender age of 15, Nor-
man died as a result of a swimming accident. He is
survived by his Christian parents, Brother and Sister
George Brumfield, Lodi, Calif.; two brothers, Philip of
Elk Grove, Calif.,, and Roger of Lodi; 2 sisters, Margie
Free, Roseville, Calif. and Betty Post, Saumur, France.
Six nieces and nephews with a host of other relatives
also survive. Norman would have been a junijor in
~high school this coming school year.

To the Brumfields, our love and deepest sympathy
is hereby extended in the loss of this, their child and
brother, How brave and courageous they were as they
walked the last mile of the way with him here. Their
conduct showed beyond a doubt their belief in a life
that is far better than this; what an inspiration was
this to the writer, and the many others present. The
services were conducted August 16th from the church
building, Lodi and interment was in Cherokee Ceme-
tery, that City. Brother James Winchester and the
writer were co-officiants.

—D. B. McCord

Bixler.—Bro. Franklin E. Bixler, Aromas, Calif., de-
parted this life Aug. 8, 1955 at the advanced age of 79
years. He leaves his Christian wife, 5 sons and 2
daughters to mourn his passing. Brother Bixler was
a good, Christian man always cheerful, even to the
very last,

The services were conducted from White's Chapel,
Watsonvilie, Calif., with interment in Pajaro Valley
Memorial Park. The writer tried to speak words of
comfort to the family.

-—John L. Reynolds,

A DEAR ONE IS GONE

At eight o’clock on June the fifth, In God’s great wis-
dom He saw fit, To call the dearest one we love,
"To that eternal home above.

'Twas our dear husband and our dad, He left us lonely,
bilue and sad, We know we'll never meet again
On this old earth and be the same.

But if we live for God, we know, We’ll meet again on
Heaven's shore, Where there will be no pain nor
death, We’ll live with all the good and blest.

He read Galatians, Chapter six, On which his mind
was firmly fixed. He taught the lesson as he
planned, Where everyone could understand.

The spells he often had before, Were most like death,
but soon were o'er, For in a very little while We
gave him sweets and he'd revive.

At last, we're very sad to say, The spell at church took
him away. We'll really miss him very much,
Especially when we meet at church.

We've heard him read, we heard him pray, And we
have often heard him say, If he could preach he
surely would, And save lost sinners if he could.

God only knows the pain we bore, While he lay dying
on the floor. But thanks to Him who always cares,
For only He can dry our tears.

Now we will pray to God above, To keep us in His
arms of love, To keep us free from worldly strife,
And help us live a Godly life.

There's nothing else that we can do, But serve the Lord,
to Him be true, Until we too are called. To meet
the one gone on before.

(Written by I. J. Williams in memory of the late
Bro. L. N. Laney who died June 5, 1955, at 8:00 P. M.
while at church. Dedicated to Sister L. N. Laney and
family). Sent in by Edwin S. Morris,

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY

The following corrections may be made in the
church directory:

Peoria, IllL—Formerly meeting in the Odd Fellows
Hall, now meeting in their own building at 3501 Lin-
coln Ave., 10:30 A. M. and 7:30 P. M. each Lord's day.
Contact Eugene Parish, 122 Wisnall St., Peoria, Ill.;
Adrian Swindler, Box 564, Elmwood, Il.; and Don Kri-
der, 120 Center St., East Peoria, I11.

Cypress, Calif.—Formerly meeting in the VFW Hall,
now meeting in their own building at 9421 South Walk-
er St., each Lord’s day 10:30 A. M., angd 7:30 P. M. Con-
tact L. H. Gragg, 2025 Pomona St., Costa Mesa, Calif,
Phone Liberty 8-6809; Everett Allen, 721 W. Wilson St,,
Costa Mesa, Calif. Phone Liberty 8-2912.

Here are new congregations to add:
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The Dalles, Oreg.—A new congregation now meet-
fng at 31412 E, Third, in the Labor Temple, at 10:30
A.M. each Lord's day. Far further information contact
Amos Phillips, Rte. 1, Box 526, Hood River, Oreg.

Tulare, Calif—Another new congregation meeting
on the corner of Kern and Sacramento. (Note—We are
sorry ho time of rneeting was given and no one to con-
tact. We would suggest you contact Eugene Qualls,
Rte. 3, Box 635, Tulare, Calif.).

The following directories were returned unclaimed:
Mrs. Everett Reding, G. D., Porterville, Calif.; and
Frank Leonard, 15089 E. Olympic Blvd.,, Montebello,
Calif. If you will send me the correct address, I will
be glad to send them.

The 1955 church directories are for sale at 35¢ each
or 3 for $1.00. Please send change of location of con-
gregations, new congregations, or directory orders to:
Ray Asplin, 1420 S. W. 56th St., Oklahoma City 9, Okla.

THEY TAKE THE STAND FOR THE TRUTH

We wish to inform the brotherhood at large that
we have come out of all innovations. We oppose Sun-
day school, pastor preachers, individual cups,
women teachers, as is proven unscriptural. We are
located on Bunners Ridge. Take Route 73 to Meadow-
dale which is about 3 miles from the courthouse in
Fairmont, W. Va. Turn right, and follow the black top
road 6 miles to the church house. We invite all loyal
preachers to stop by and preach for us.

—-FEarl Bunner, L. E. Vincent, Leroy Bunner, Wood-
row W, Rutter, W. J. Bunner, Jaries K. Statler, Raymond
Bunner.

A WORTHY CAUSE

The brethren at Roswell, N. M., have decided to
build in or near Roswell. They are few in number but
determined to see the Cause there go forward, and I
feel it is our duty to help them. Brethren Jack Ivey,
Tommy Shaw, Jimmy Shaw, and Billy Orten, have done
mission work there. Bro. Vernon Fenter of that con-
gregation has this to say: “Our stand concerning the
true way of worship has at times made it difficult for
us to advance in the work here, and this has been a
source of discouragement. Nevertheless, we realize
others have grown weak at times, so we ask all to
write to us, letters of encouragement or rebuke which-
ever you feel we need. We would certainly be grateful
for any help that the brethren see fit to send us.”

They already have their seats which they purchased
while Bro. Jack Ivey was there, and $500.00 to start
with. I am informed it will take $1600.00 to build the
house. Brethren, here is your chance to help in a place
where it is needed. These brethren are known to the
above mentioned preachers and to many other breth-
ren, and I know about them by reputation and personal
contaet to recommend them as trustworty.

Send your donations to Vernon Fenter, Dexter, N.
M., or C. A. Gill, 801 McGaffey, Roswell, N. M.

—Tom E. Smith.

BUILDING UP THE CHURCH—

(Continued from page 3)
the objector to innovating changes is not the one who
disrupts unity; he is the guilty one, who, contends for
and promulgates the change contrary to immutable
law. So has it always been—changes in warship—in
the music, teaching, communion, have brought havoc;

and’

but the one at whose feet the blame is not to be lain
is the sincere objector. The opposite is aften unfor-
tunately the case. Such changes, as all will honestly
witness, have been so detrimental to the building up
of the church. Still we read of those who think we
can still build and compromise with error and with
those who have been affiliated with such disruption of
unity. Never, never is compromise in the way toward
lasting progress; it never was in the divine economy,
nor is it, nor will it ever be. Pity his poor soul who
sows discord among brethren (Prov. 16:19). This, I
understand, is true in the realm of law as in the realm
of opinion.

In the realm of opinion, too many times, clashes
come at the expense of the church. What a shame!
If my holding an opinion does not tend to build up
the church, but tends to tear it down, it is not worth
my holding. It has been said in the realm of law we
can have unity—how true! But in the realm of opin-
ion, no. This writer does not believe that for one min-
ute. He who holds such an idea has the wrong per-
spective. We know brethren whao differ in opinion (no
two see every thing exactly alike in this realm) but are
in unity. This can always be, if we s0 desire. When
disunity exists in this realm, someone fails to recognize
its limitations--and opinion becomes to someone a
law, and then disunity is born if a great deal of chari-
table thinking is not done by all on both sides.

Is he too much of an idealist who would propose
in this life to contend for nething in the realm of law
and opinion that would disrupt unity? Let us think
on these things.

(To be continued)

J. W. McKeand, Ceredo, W. V., July 20.—The church
in Huntington is doing fine. We have won 357 souls
since last fall. Here are 4 subs.

W. H. Jones, Rte. 1, Alta Vista, Kan., Aug. 10.—We
continue to meet each Lord's day and are thankful for
the help of Bro. Copeland and wife from Topeka. He
will preach for us Aug. 14. Pray for us. Here is my
renewal,

Carlos B. Smith, Rte. 1, Box 150, Wesson, Miss., Aug.
17.—Bro. Paul Nichols just closed our meeting with 5
baptisms. I have been in bed the last few days with
stomach trouble, and may have to go to the hospltal.
I am still for the OPA. Here are 3 subs.

Melvin Crouch, 220 Roesler Rd., San Antonio 10,
Tex., Aug. 18.—Our meeting begins Aug. 28, and we
would like to have some more of the new song books
by that time. I am to conduct a week's meeting for
the Nacogdoches church which will be an outdoor
meeting in a nearby community.

Ernie Lewis, Box 393, Armona, Calif,, July 19.—July
3, I taught at Corcoran baptizing one, They are doing
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fine. I am working with some brethren at Tulare in
an effort to establish the true worship there. Tulare is
on Hiway 99 and we have 5 families living there and
having to attend church at other places. Here is a sub.

Don Krider, 120 Center St., E. Peoria, Ill., July 25—
We have bought a building and are now meeting in it
Our new lacation is at 3501 Lincoln Ave., and we meet
-at the same time as before. Aug. 16-28, Bro. Buffington
will be here for a meeting. We invite visitors. Here
is a sub.

E. R. Coombes, 2612 N. W. 27, Ft. Worth, Tex., Aug.
1.—June 24.July 3, Bro. Jesse Broseh held us a meeting
at the church on Warwick St, and it continues to bear
fruit. Since we began the congregation here April 10,
5 have been baptized. Pray for us. We extend a wel-
come to all to come be with us. Here are 2 subs.

Tommy Shaw, Commodore, Pa., Aug. 15.—July 29-
Ang. 7, Bro. Billy Orten and I held a meeting at Semi-
nole, Ala., and as always, I enjoyed working with Billy.
The brethren at Seminole did all they could to make
our stay profitable and enjoyable. I am now in a
meeting at Davis, Okla., with good attendance so far.
Three have confessed faults. We close here August 21.

Paul Mackey, 308 Woods Ave., TFlemington, Pa,,
Aug. 10.—July 22, Bro. Waters closed the meeting at
Early, Ala. At both Early and Lowery there were a
total of 12 baptisms and 22 confessions of faults. Since
last reporting, I have preached at Gretna, Fla.; Semi-
ncie, Ala.; Chapel Grove, and Lawrenceburg (Frank
St.), Tenn,, and am now at Boynton, Okla., where I am
doing personal work for the meeting Bro. Waters will
hold at Council Hill, Aug. 19.

J. B. Carter, Rte. 1, Ardmore, Okla., Aug. 14.—For
the past 12 weeks [ have been in Montgomery, Ala.
They are few in number but zealous. Bro. Haygood has
a job and thus is unable to do much mission work.
Sister Haygood has undergone a serious operation but
is recovering now, I also visited LaGrange and en-
joyed it very much.

Luther Boek, 5601 North Ave., Carmichael, Calif,,
July 25.—The church here is fine with outside interest
impraoving. Recently one came to the Truth from the
8. S. and cups. Bro. James Winchester will be with us
tomorrow. (Under date of Aug. 9)—Since I wrote last
to you there have been 3 baptisms and 3 restored to
the Truth from digression. May God grant us wisdom
to serve Him acceptably.

Ralph Kitson, Mozier, Ill., Aug. 15—July 17-32, Our
beloved Bro. Gay was with us in a meeting with good
attendance and interest. We were glad to have Sister
Gay the last night. Sister Clendenny died during the
meeting and we will all surely miss her. Bro. Geo.
Swaringan is not much improved, please continue your
prayers for him, he is a true christian.

Francis Graham, Rte. 1, Washington, Okla., Aug.
15.—We had a good meecting here with Bro. Billy Orten
doing the preaching. Three were baptized, one of
them our daughter, for which we are thankful. Billy
is a good preacher and a fine christian. We have just
returned from Springfield, Mo., to visit my mother who

is 84 years of age. It was good to be at church there
on Benton Ave., and hear a good lesson from Bro. Homer
L. King.

Bennie T. Cryer, 427 University Ave., Waco, Texas,
Aug. 17.—For the past month and a half I have been
laboring with the Circle Rd. church here in Waco. Last
Sunday we had the largest crowd since I have been
here. We are looking forward to Bro. Ervin Water's
meeting Sept. 7-18 here. We received the new song
books and will use them the first time tonight. Pray
for us.

W. H. Bowerman, Rte. 1, Stratford, Okla., Aug. 10.—
The Galey church is doing fine with visitors nearly
every service, Aug. 19, Bro. Orville Smith begins our
mesting. We are still working on our church build-
ing, have the walls up and doors and windows bought,
but lack funds to finish. If any of the brethren can
help us it will be appreciated. Send any donations to
Bro. Oscar Whitson, Rte. 2, Ada, Okla., or to me, at the
above address.

Ted Warwick, 811 No. Northwood Ave., Compton,
Calif., Aug. 16—July 17 and July 20, I was at Memphis,
Tenn. and Little Rock, Ark., respectively. The meeting
in Delta, Colorado closed with one baptism. It was
good to be associated with these brethren again. At
present I amn working with the church here in Level-
land, Texas and the Clement St.,, church in Odessa. 1
enjoyed several visits in the home of Bro. Jesse Broesh
the past two weeks, while in Odessa.

Orville Lee Smith, 4208 Wall, Joplin, Mo., Aug. 11.
—Since last report, I was at Jerusalem, Ark., June 25-
July 3, with 2 baptized and 3 confessions of faults.
July 10-24, I was at Stidham, Okla., with 2 confessions
of faults. July 27-Aug. 3, I held a meeting at Walnut
Grove, Ky., baptizing 6 and 5 were restored. May the
Lord help us all to continue in the faith.

C. Nelson Nichols, Box 746, E1 Cajon, Calif., Julr
17—We were encouraged and inspired in attendance
of the meeting at Sulphur, Oklahoma, July 2, and 4th.
We appreciated the Christian love and concern for one
another manifested by all, Since our last report we
have preached at National City, Montebello, and Lin-
wood in California and at the 7th Street congregation
in Oklahoma City. Brethren, pray for us in the Lord's
work,

Abe Young, (colored), Rte. 2, Box 184, Hallsville,
Tex., Aug. 4—Bro. Jim Canfield gave us a good lesson
in June and another in July. I held a meeting at Je-
1usalem near Marion, La., baptizing a lady who had
‘been a Baptist. I enjoyed being with them. I visited
2 brethren who were sick and unable to attend. I am
still holding discussions with an erring brother, a min-
ister. He has given up the §. S. but is still holding out
for cups. He js studying Matt, 23:16-21; Mk. 14:22, 23;
and 1 Cor. 11:23-25. I believe he is an honest man.

Leon Fancher, Box 41, Horatio, Ark, 15—The work
here continues to be supported by Ada, Stroud, Wash-
ington, Sulphur, and Oklahoma City, (7th St.), Okla.
The last part of July, Bro. Jimmy Shaw and I worked
together in a meeting near Dierks, Ark., baptizing one.
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We borrowed a tent from Shreveport and held a meet.
ing at Broken Bow, Okla, with good crowds but no
visible results. Aug. 18, we begin at Pine Ridge, Ark,,
and Oct. 2, at Oklahoma City (7th St.). Pray for us
and the faithful everywhere.

John R. Reynolds, Rt. 1, Box 313, Ceres, Calif., Aug.
18.—It has been sometime since I made a report to the
paper; am glad to say, my health seems to be improv-
ing and I have been able to do quite a bit of preach-
ing of late. I enjoy reading the paper; the August is-
sue was especially good. Bro, Don McCord preached
through two Lord's Days for the Ceres church and this
week he is preaching in Modesto. I see a great im-
provement in his preaching since last here. For the
benefit of those who might need to knoiv, my phone
number is Modesto 7-2913.

Johnny Elmore, 408 K St., N. W, Ardmore, Okla,,
Aug, 8—We were in a mecting July 8-17, at Graham,
Okla., with good attendance and co-operation. Next,
we assisted Bro. Lynwood Smith in a mission meeting
at Centennial School in Copiah County, Miss., July 18-
23. We preached at New Salem on July 24. We preach-
ed twice to the fine little congregation at Rosenberg,
Texas on July 31. We were privileged to attend the an-
nual gospel meeting of New Salem congregation in
Miss. Aug, 5-14, with Bro. Paul Nichols preaching. We
preached to Pearlhaven congregation in Brookhaven
on Aug. 7T and 14. We enjoyed a wonderful visit with
the brethren while in Miss. We are scheduled ta be-
gin at Cheniere congregation near Monroe, La., tomor-
row night,

Ronny Wade, 4000 Crenshaw, Ft. Worth, Tex., Aug.
17.—June 20, we closed our work at Paris, Tex., leaving
about 12 meeating for worship. They would appreciate
any faithful preacher stopping by, Aug. 7, we closed
at Lexington, Okla., with good crowds and interest,
with 2 baptized. We heard Bro. Larry Robertson once
at Ft. Worth. Aug. 10, we preached at Harrodsburg,
Ind., and were at 12 Pole and Huntington, W. Va., over
the week end. We are now at Le Contes DMills, Pa., and
go next to Flemington, Pa., Aug. 12-28. May we never
grow weary in well doing.

Tom E. Smith, 302 Phillips, Healdton, Okla., Aug.
12.—Since last report, I have preached at Sentinel, Oak
Grove, Graham, Washington, and at my home, Heald-
ton, Okla. July 17, Bro. James Russell gave us two
good lessons with timely thoughts both educational
and edifying. We were delighted to have Bro. Russell
and family in our home. We have revived the practice
of having the young men do the ieaching at the mid-
week service and have already found we had wonder-
ful talent lying dormant. We expect to continue the
good work. Bro. Buddy Fry formerly of Ada, started it
off for the boys, and each one who has spoken has
done fine.

Alton Bailey, 809 Grant St., LaGrange, Ga., Aug.
17—July 2-10, Bro. Dallas Burdette and I worked to-
gether in a gospel meecting with 2 baptisms, six re-
stored, and 19 confessions of faults. We had visitors
from Columbus and Colquitt, Ga., and Panama City,
Fla. Crowds and interest were good. I preach once
each month at Columbus, Temple, and Napoleon, be-

sides LaGrange. Bro. Edwin Morris just closed a meet-
ing in Napoleon and also at Temple. I enjoyed hear-
ing him. In Sept., we will have a discussion at La-
Grange between Bro. Miller and John O’Dowd, Aug.
31-Sept. 3. Sept. 4-11, Bro. Ronny Wade will conduct
our meeting. Following that, Bro. Foster Prince, a well
talented man, will teach a singing school. I am anx-
jous to do all I can in the work of the Lord.

Burnice Weeks, Kinston, Ala., August 2. Since the
Sulphur meeting, I have been pretty busy. I surely did
enjoy the Sulphur meeting and was glad to be with
so many of my fellow workers in the Lord’'s work., I
was thankful to see our beloved Brother Gay able to
be back in the work again. Brother Waters has just
closed our meeting and singing school. Bro. Barney
Welch was with us July 27, and preached a good ser-
mon. Also, Bro. Edwin Morris was recently with us.
The work of the Lord still goes on. Pray for us.

J. Wayne McKamie, 1602 Easley Bridge Rd.,
Greenville, S. C., Aug. 11 —After returning from the
good meeting in Okla., we enjoyed another at my home
congregation in McGregor, Tex., with Bro. Broseh doing
the preaching. We held a meeting at Waco, at the
Rose St. congregation, with no visible results. We
closed there July 31, and were at Shreveport, Aug. 3,
enroute to Greenville where we are at this writing.
They are few in number here but zealous and we pray
our short stay with them will be profitable. Sept. 4,
we begin in Harrodsburg, Ind., to continue 2 weeks.
We look forward to being with those of like precious
faith with whom we have labored much in the past.
May we do all the good we can and no evil.

Dallas Burdette, 1006 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., Aug-
16.—July 2-10, Bro. Alton Bailey and I held a meeting
in Pansey, Ala., wth 2 baptisms, and 25 confessions of
faults. July 24-31, I held a meeting at Panama City,
Fla., with & confessions of faults. We enjoyed having
in attendance, brethren from Gretna, Fla., Lowery, Ala,,
and Colquitt, and LaGrange, Ga., and preaching bre-
thren Barney Welch, Bernice Weeks, Chapman Grimes,
and Bro. Cato. I attended 3 nights of Bro. Morris' meet-
ing at Napoleon. I am to be at Napoleon, Ala.,, Aug.
21; Montgomery, Ala., Aug. 28; Temple, Ga., Sept. 4;
and Columbus, Ga., Sept. 25. Pray for us.

Harvey S. Jackson, Rte. 4, Box 26, Lubbock, Tex,
July 27.—The church here is doing fine. Brethren Kirbo
and Waters held short meetings for us this year which
was of spiritual benefit to all. July 21, Bro. Sargent
of Fredrick, Okla., called me and asked me te bring
some of the brethren and come to Plainview. Sister
Sargents sister, Mrs, Mollie Tyson who lived in Plain-
view, wanted to be baptized that night. Bro. Sargent
and wife had gone to visit her and in the first few
minutes she informed them she wanted to be baptized.
We baptized her. I think I have never seen one rejoice
as she did after her baptism. The following Saturday
night, July 23, she passed away. We extend our sym-
pathy to Bro. and Sister Sargent.

J. Ervin Waters, Rt. 1, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., Aug.
13.—1I closed at Early and Lowery, Ala., with twelve
baptized and twenty-two restorations and confessions
of faults. We had wonderful crowds and interest. This
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js one of the best meetings I have held in a long time.
Paul Mackey was with me. We have had splendid
crowds at Chapel Grove since my return. I was privi-
leged to hear Paul Nichols and Billy Jack Ivey at Frank
St. Also Ira Reeves, Paul Mackey and Paul Walker at
Chapel Grove. I am happy to report the restoration of
peace to the churches in Lawrence County. Frank St.
and Chapel Grove are now working together in har-
mony and should be able to do great things for the
Lord. I arn to be at Waco, Texas, Circle Drive, Sept.
7-18, and at Walnut Grove, near Mt. Vernon, Ky., Sept.
28-Oct. 5. At Flemington, Pa., Oct. 7-16.

Edwin S. Morris, 3021 McFerrin, Waco, Tex., Aug.
16.~—I preached the last 4 nights of the meeting at
Chapel Grove, Tenn., with 2 baptisms. July 20, 21, I
preached at Greenville, S. C., and enjoyed being ‘with
them. July 22-31, I was at Temple, Ga., in a tent meet-
ing, with good erowds and interest. We commend them
for their zeal and steadfastness. Aug. 1, I preached at
Lowery, Ala.; Aug. 2, I heard Bro. Billy Jack Ivey at
Early, Ala.; Aug. 3, at Panama City, Fla.; and Aug. 4,
at Colquitt, Ga. These visits were all enjoyable. Aug.
5-14, I held a meeting at Napoleon, Ala., my best meet.
ing yet at that place. Crowds and interest were the
best I have had there. Two were baptized and one
restored. 1 go next to Woodson, Tex., Aug. 19-28; Je-
rusalem, Ark., Aug. 31-Sept. 11; Little Rock, Ark., Sept.
16-23; and Woodlawn, O., Oct. 7-16. Pray for us. Here
are 4 subs.

Miles King, 5001 Duval, Austin, Tex., Aug. 13. —
The meeting at Woodlawn, O., closed with 4 baptisms.
They have a zeal for Ged. We also enjoyed the meet-
ing at Sulphur. July 8-17, we were at Flippin, Ark.,
with the Fairview congregation, then to Medina, Tex.,
for another mission effort. This work was supported
by 3 congregations, in San Antonlo, Tex. (Catalina St.,
Southside, and Nacogdoches Rd.}, Sabinal, and Medina,
Tex. Cooperation was good, with brethren from San
Antonio to help each night. This work at Medina was
begun over a year ago, and we commend them for their
perserverence. We are now at Sand Grove, where we
have labored for the past 10 days, to close to night.
Crowds have been good and 3 have been baptized. All
these meetings have been enjoyable. We will he at
Bernie, Mo., Aug. 17-Sept. 28.

Biily Orten, Rte. 2, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., Aug. 13.—
Since the camp meeting at Sulphur, I held a ‘meeting
at Washington, Okla,, and labored with Tommy Shaw
in a meeting at Seminole, Ala. I enjoyed my stay with
the fine brethren at Washington where we baptized 3,
and some confessed faults. As usual, I enjoyed work-
ing with Tommmy and being with the good brethren at
Seminole. Crowds there were not large but some out-
side interest was shown. We made our home with Bro.
and Sister Early and shall not soon forget that asso.
ciation. I was able to be at Frank St., my home con-
gregation, for one night of Bro. Paul Nichols meeting
there. It was a wonderful meeting with 6 baptisms.
I am now in a meeting at Fredrick, Okla., which began
last night. Bro. John Smith is with me and is rapidly
developing into a good preacher.

Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywaod 38,
Calif., Aug. 16. — The meeting in Lawrenceburg, Tenn.,
July 17-27, closed with six baptisms. I was asked to

return next year. July 31, we were with the church at
LaGrange, Ga., where I preached twice. Aug. 31, we
attended a meeting being conducted by Billy Orten ang
Tommy Shaw at Seminole, Ala., where 1 preached at
their request. Aupg. 53-14, we held a meeting with the
New Salem, Miss., conigregation. There were five bap.
tized. The hospitality at all of the above places was
splendid. Recently we heard Edwin Morris at Temple,
Ga., and Jack Ivey at Early, Ala. We have certainly
enjoyed the association of various preachers in the
past several meetings and appreciate all of their val.
uable assistance. At the present time we are in a
meeting at Shreveport, La. From here we go to Pleas.
ant Grove, Ind. Sept. 12-21, the Lord willing, we will
be at Oklahoma City (7th St.), in a singing school.

James D. Orten, Rte. 2, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., Aug.
2.—For the first several months of this year, 1 worked
with the brethren at Paris, Tex., where with the kelp
of God and the brethren, we estahlished a faithful con-
gregation. During our stay there, 7 were restored, 6 of
them from the S. S, and cups congregation, and one
was baptized. They have now about 9 members, in-
cluding 3 men able to carry on the worship, and a nice
church building on a main through street in the town.
Vaughn Blvd. church in Ft. Worth is to be commended
for their backing of this work and seeing it through
before quitting. Recently, I preached 8 nights at Mt.
Carney, Mo., and am to return next year. Aug. 24, ]
look forward to being with Bro. Larry Robertson at Sen-
tinel, Okla. June 21, our daughter, Pamela was born,
in perfect health which was contrary to the Doctor’s
opinion before hand. We believe this to be in answer
to the many prayers on her behalf and we deeply ap-
preciate all of them.

Clovis T. Cook, 1611 Bluff St. Wichita Falls, Tex.,
Aug. 13—The meeting with the Fairview church rear
Marion, La., closed with two baptisms and fine interest.
I always enjoy a meeting at that place where I have
some of the best friends on this earth. My next meeting
was with the Claxton congregation near Competition,
Mo. They were busy in the harvest but we had a good
meeting. The Wades from Ft. Worth, Tex., met my wife
and I, in Mo., where we had a few days visit, which
was one of the most enjoyable of my: life, for they are
some of the best friends [ have ever had in this life.
I heard Bro. King preach in Springfield, Mo., last Mon-
day night. We had a fine visit with Bro. King, and
Bro. Gay, while in Mo. We are back in Texas now, but
1 have to leave for Calif., next week.

Jim A. Canfield (eolored), Star Rte., Box 78, Marion,
La., Aug. 10.—July 31-Aug. 5, I was with the brethren
15 miles from Brinkley, Ark., near Moro. They are
faithful But need much teaching. Bro. Gatson taught
them the right way of worship and they gave up the
cups. Bro. Rufus Coleman is a fine man. I preached
3 nights in his home (where they worship), with fair
crowds from the Methodists and Baptists. It is a large
community of colored peonle, with their own homes,
and several had never heard a church of Christ preach-
er. Three families meet for worship, and they sure can
sing. They did not want me to leave, but I promised
to return in Oct, Brethren, remember I am counting on
you backing me as I preach the Word to my race. Aug.
14, I am to begin a meeting at Imboden, Ark., then to
Richmond, Ind., and on to Pa., before returning ito
Miss. May God continue to bless all of us is my prayer.

Eugene Qualls, Rte, 3, Box 655, Tulare, Calif., Aug.
15.—We had a good meeting in Corcoran with Bro. Joe
Howard, he taught the Truth in its simplicity. I have
enjoyed spezking for the brethren in Arvin and Bakers-
field and appreciated the Hospitality of Brethren C.
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D. DeGough and Verlin "Elliott. 1 was unable to at-
tend Bro. Kirbo’s meeting due to ill health. Sept. 7,
Bro. Kirbo will begin a2 meeting in Armona, and a
meeting is soon to be held in Porterville. Thanks to
our wonderful brethren, our lumber Bill at Earlimart
is now paid. We want to thank all the congregations
who have helped at any time in the past, financially
and with teaching. If you have helped with donations
please check the following list for acknowledgment and
notify me if there Is an error: Montebello, Calif.—
§50.00; Los Angeles (Siskiyou)—$50.00; Lodi, Calif.—
$50.00; Porterville, Calif. — $50.00; Stockton, Calif. —
$100.00; Fresno, Calif.—§25.00; Bakersfield, Calif.—
§10.00; Sister Ridenour—3$15.00; Sister Nichols—$810.00;
Total—$360.00.

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., Aug. 16.—
[ have just returned from the meeting in Iowa, which
resulted in 5 baptisms. Attendance and cooperation from
other congregations were wonderful. Those baptized
were all married people, and came from the Lutheran,
Catholic, and Christian churches and took their stand
for the Truth. This week end, 1 received a call from
Wyo., where the digressives have challenged for a dis-
cussion on cups, loaves, classes, and women teachers.
1 have promised to be there Aug 23-26, then back to
LaGrange for the discussion with John O'Dowd begin-
ning Aug. 31. Sept. 4-11, Bro. Ronny Wade is to be
here in a meeting. I am glad 1o see so many workers in
the field and may God help us to all work together.
NOTE: A company here in the U.S. has offered to make
a communion cup larger than the one we ave heen
getliing from Eng,, if I can get enough orders. It will
be a pint and a half in size. Write me if you need one,
please.

Jack Cutter, Rte, 2, Crescent, Okla., Aug. 16.—~Since
last reporting which has been qguite sometime ago, 1
have been busily engaged in personal work and meet-
ings. The Sulphur meeting was very enjoyable and in-
spiring. Following the camp meeting I was with my
brother Jerry, in a meeting he held at Greenville,
Penn. While in Penn., 1 enjoyed immensely the visit
with and the preaching for the Love Joy congregation.
After leaving Penn. Jerry and I held a meeting at
Bernie, Mo. The interest in that meeting was excep-
tionally good. I have also preached the following con-
gregations at least once or more, Wynnewood, Davis,
Dougherty, Crescent, Stroud, Tulsa, McAlester, Okla,,
Fruitland, Paris, Texas, Little Rock, Oak Grove, Horatio,
and Texarkana, Ark. I have also had the privilege of
visiting and associating with several of our preachers.
At the present time I am in Shreveport, La., attending
a meeting held by Bro. Paul Nichols. May God richly
bless the Faithful,

James D. Corson, Box 1367, Casper, Wyo., Aug. 10.
—I am now doing some work In Mills. Wyo., preach-
ing and contacting members who had been misled for
years and others having moved here that I baptized
16 years ago. We are now in a series of meetings in a
community hall we have rented. We are unable to get
the hall for morning services so we meet in the home
for Lord's day services. We are out growing this ar-
rangement and need to look for Jarger quarters. There
is no other faithful church in the state of Wyo. and
with the Lord's help we hope to firmly establish the
Truth here. If any faitnful brother is able financially
to come and help it would be wonderful. Rent and
cost of living is quite high here, but we have found
meager living quarters for the present. Ottumwa, Ia.,
sent me $8100.00 to help in the work. May God bless
them! I worked one week in the hay field and made
$50.00. We are already buying our new song books and
paying rent on the building. The gospel call is sounded
in Wyo, Who will help? Qur address while here will
be Box 1367, % Donald R. Corson, or 220 W. 10th,
% Leland Moore, Casper, Wyo.

D. B. McCord, 16720 Greenhaven, Covina, Calif.,
August 18.—The Golden meeting closed with 5 bap-
tisms. July 13, i3, 20, I was in Oklahoma City. It was
s0 good t0 be at my old home again and find things in

order; God bless those people. July 21, I was at Cordell,
Okla., where I assisted a few years ago in the planting
of the church; there the people have made strides.
Larry Roberson, along with a good number from Senti-
nel, was there. July 21, we begin at Dallas. What a
fine church is this; 2 came confessing sins and 2 were
immersed. While at home the first part of August, I
enjoyed hearing Fred Kirbo at Siskiyou, L. A, Aug. 7,
I began at Ceres, where some of the best friends of
earth are numbered. I am now in a series with the
faithful in Modesto, where Brother Homer King and
others have done a good work. We appreciate all the
help from the neighboring churches. While in this
part, I have spent a great deal of time with Bro. John
Reynolds, who, in my way of thinking, has done as
much or more than any living man for the cause in
this state; God bless him. My next is at Porterville,
after a brief stay at home. Pray for me.

Billy Jack Ivey, Box 13, Sentinel, Okla., Aug. 15.—
The meeting at Menard, Tex., aur 4th at this place, was
wonderful. The Lord blessed the efforts with 15 bap-
tisms and 3 restorations. They have a meeting house
now and are really growing. We appreciated the co-
operation of brethren from wvarious congregations in
West Tex., and we look forward to returning next year.
We enjoyed a visit with Bro. Chappel of the Sonora
congregation. We love and respect him for his works
sake. The meeting at 43rd. and Mabelle congregation
in Austin, was an uplifting experience. They have been
persecuted much. but have a zeal to serve the Lord
which should produce development. I preached 2 nights
at Early, Ala., and saw many whom we had not seen
in years. I was encouraged by a visit at the Frank St.
congregation in Lawrenceburg, Tenn., for 2 nights, to
note the visible progress of congregations in that
county. We are now with the beloved and zsteemed
brethren at St. Albans, W. Va. in a meeting. It is good
to have the cooperation of brethren in various parts
of the state, especially Bro. Elgie Thompson from Beck-
ley. He is doing a wonderful work in the upstate sec-
tion of W. Va, We go next to McAlester. Okla.; Mari-
etta, Okla., Sept. 6-18: and Spaulding, Okla., Sept. 19-
Oct. 2, the Lording willing.

Barney D. Welch, 1208 Latkwood_Dr.,, Austin, Tex.,
Aug. 18—~I am now in a meeting in Neosho, Mo.. with
capacity crowds each night. They are presenting a
wonderful spirit while the gospel is being proclaimed.
We close Aug. 28. My family and 1 certainly did enioy
the meeting at Sulphur. I have not missed one since
the first I attended 16 years ago. July 13, I began a
meeting in Tampa, Fla., 109th Ave., just off Route 41
in North Tampa. The cups and classes have been taken
out and they are under the leadership of Bro. J. G.
Harn, a wonderful man. We were treated royally by
the brethren there. July 25, I heard Bro. Dallas Burdette
preach a wonderful sermon against worldliness. July
26, I preached at Early, Ala.,, with a full house, and
about 75 unable to get in the house. July 27, I preached
at Lowery. Ala., and Bro. Earl Reynolds estimated the
crowd at 400. My love is fervent for these brethren be-
cause they love the Truth. The hospitality of Brethren
Grimes, Huguley, Spivey, Palmer, Coale, Reynolds, and
all the rest, should be a pattern for the church every-
where, July 28, I heard Bro. Dallas Burdette preach
again at Panama City, Fla. July 31, I preached at White
Hall, Tex., and at Belton that night. Brethren, let us
join hands in this great fight and lay hold on eternal
life. Here are 5 subs.

Perry Allen, 5610 Dam Rd., Richmond 11, Calif.,
July 19.—We want the OPA readers to know that we
have bought our building and want to thank all the
good brethren for their generosity, and the christian
love manifested in doing so, We want to acknowledge
the following <donations Sanger, Calif—S100.C0; El
Centro, Calif.$50.00; Waco, Tex.—$25.00; Mozier, 1ll.—
$10.00; Porterville, Calif~—$50.00; Montebello, Calif.—
$25.00; Drury, Mo.—$50.00; Corcoran, Calif.—$100.00;
Oklahoma City, Okla. (NW Tth St.)—850.00; Yuba City,
Calif.—871.92; Bakersfield, Calif.—850.00; Monrovia,
Calif.—8$25.00; Waterford, Calif.—$100.00; Los Angeles
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(Siskiyou 8§t.), Calif.—§50.00; Lodi, _Cahf.—SlO(_).OO;
Stockton, Calif.—$200.00. Personal contributions: Sister
Olive Wilburn, Stockton, Calif.—$20.00; Bro, Louie Gibbs,
Huntington Park, Calif.—$10.00; Sister Doris Sartor,
Compton, Calif.—S$10.00. Total—§1076.92.

We borrowed the balance of the down payment
plus the bank loan against the house an.d will have a
hard time meeting our payments for the first 14 months
but with the help of God, we will make it and one day
have a strong congregation in Richmond. Pray for us
that we may ever remain faithful. Note my new ad-
dress. My phone number is: Beacon 3-3891.

Wayne Fussell, Box 941, Wilson, Okla., Aug. 15.—
The meeting at Mountain Home, Mo., closed with one
baptism. We went to Shreveport for a meeting, then
to St. Albans, W. Va., for a meeting with Bro. Miles
King, which resulted in one baptism and one restoration.
In June we were at Wilson, my home congregation, for
an enjoyable meeting. The Sulphur meeting was one
of the best. In July, we came to Mo., where we are at
present, and held a mission meeling 4 miles from
Lebanon, with the best outside interest 1 have seen
anywhere this year. Sometimes the outsiders out.
numbered the members, who attended in large num-
bers. I say this to show that regardless who the preach-
er is, mission work is the most profitable. There was
only one baptism but the foundation has been laid
for future work in that community. We went to Ben
Davis for a meeting which resulted in 5 baptisms,
There are still people who are receptive to the Truth.
We are now in another tent meeting near Lebanon.
This congrgation is to be ltighly esteemed for their
work’s sake, I hope other congregations will adopt the
evangelistie spirit and move to fields where the harvest
is ripe. Future work consists of Seymour, and Lee Sum-
mit, Mo., and San Antonio, Tex. May we work harder
and pray for a greater increase.

Gayland L Osburn, 303232 Carmel St., Los Angeles
63, Calif., Aug. 18—June 5-19, 1 held a mission meet.
ing at The Dalles, Oreg., with 9 confessions of faults.
Now a faithful congregation is worshipping there at
10:30 2. m. on Lord's Days, in the A. F. L. Labor Temple,
314% E. Third St. I also preached at The Dalles on
the mornings of June 26 and July 10, with one con-
fession of faults June 26. Assisted with teaching at
Kennewick, Wash., June 23, 30, July 14, Aug. 4, and 11,
with one confession of faults Aug. 11, and preached
there July 7. June 26 and July 10, preached at Odell,
Oreg., and held meeting there July 17-31 with 1 bap-
tism and 1 confession of faults. Preached at Yakima,
Wash., June 29, July 3, and 6, and helped with teach-
ing there night of Aug. 7. Mornings of Aug. 7 and 14,
preached at Seattle, Wash. Donations for Work in this
DPart: June 13—Aug. 17, 1 received the following do-
nations: Grady Horton—=810.00; Church, The Dalles,
Oreg.—$96.23; T. E. Stewart—$50.00; Church, Kenne-
wick, Wash.—$50.00; Church; Lodi, Calif.—$300.00; Amos
Phillips--$150.00; Church, Yakima, Wash.—$25.00;
Church, Odel]l, Oreg.—$150.00. We are thankful for
these blessings, which are a manifestation of the love
and care the brethren have for us and for the cause of
the Lord. If 1 have made any mistakes in these ac.
knowledgments, please let e know.

James W. Russell, 755 Orange, Fresno, Calif.,, Aug.
6—Butler Ave. church is progressing nicely. The first
Lord’s day of the month we have all day services with
basket lunch and singing in the afterncon. Observa-
tion will show that a church gains spiritually and
nwmerically when they participate in such. June 19, 1
preached for the home congregation, and in the after-
noon had an opportunity to use a2 quartet composed of
Clinton Cosby, Gladys McKinney, Ruth Essex, and
myself, to sing at the annual Arkansas get together
in the park to let them know there was a church of
Christ in Fresno. In the afternoon, we motored to Arvin
where I preached that night. June 21, we visited and
I preached once at Odessa, Tex., during Bennie Cryers
meeting, and preached at San Angelo, June 22. The
rest of the week was spent at Dallas where a study
was being conducted and representatives of various
congregations spoke about an hour each presenting

his position. June 26, preached at Dallas and motored tg
Sulphur in the afternoon, While in mid-Okla., I got
word of the death of my mother and returned to Fresng
for the funeral, returning to Sulphur, July 2. The Sul.
phur meeting was wonderful and I anticipate pgreat
benefits to be derived by the church as a whole from
such meetings. Meetings where congregations ang
preachers do not legislate the affairs of others should
inspire local congregations to attend to their own busij.
ness. July,10, I was at Hill Top, Ark., and visited breth.
ren near Cave Creek in the afternoon; July 17, at
Healdton, Okla. for 2 services. After visiting these
various places, [ feel there are great possibilities of
getting the true worship established where it does not
now exist. I am now working with the home congre.
gation. May the Lord bless the faithful.

Homer L. King, P. O. Box 333, Modesto, California,
August 20—While in Missouri, I heard one sermen
each. by Brethren Wayne Fussell near Lebanon and
Clovis Cook at Claxton. We ‘are nearing the close for
the time being of our work in Springfield. I have
Iabored with the new congregation here about a month
in personal work, advertising, preparatory to a series
of meetings, which end tomorrow (Sunday) night
There have been no additions to date. I am sorry to
find considerable loss of interest on the part of some
of the new members, who came in last year, so the
crowds and interest have not been very encouraging.
I am further convinced that we left this new congre-
gation too scon after the beginning. All were not
grounded and settled, nor was the cause firmly es-
tablished in the hearts of all, leaving them an easy
prey to satan and false teachers. The work just can-
not be adequately and completely established in the
cities in a few short weeks or even a few months. The
sooner the brotherhood learns this, the greater will be
the progress of primitive Christianity, and the more
substantial will be our building. We are to leave next
week for Modesto, Calif.; then to Hayfork, after the
Labor Day meeting at Stockton, to labor with the few
in Hayfork about all of September. Then to meetings
at Fresno and at Arvin, with time in between all the
above with the new congregation in Modesto. We have
good news from the work in Modesto, and we rejoice
to know they continue with zeal and with good re-
sults. May God bless a)l the faithful brethren cvery-
wliere. Please, pray for me and mine.

Homer A. Gay, 262 N. Jackson, Lebanon, Mo., Aug.
10.—I closed a meeting in Mozier, Il1,, July 31 with
good crowds and interest thruout the meeting. We
have a very nice congregation at Mozier—as fine folk
as you will find. They have really improved in the
work of the Lord since T was last with them, and all
seem to be in peace. They treated me royally. I have
promised to hold them another meeting in November
of 1956, the Lord willing. I have been home a few days
—resting up. I seem to be holding up fine in the work.
for which T am very thankful. I preached here at my
home congregation, Lord's day and night, Aug. 7, to
very nice crowds. I go the last of this week to Sonora,
Texas, for a two weeks meeting, then perhaps, to Lou-
isiana and Mississippi for the month of September, and
to San Angelo, Texas by the first of Octeber; to Pon-
tiac, Michigan the first of March. I have good news
from Brother J. W. Parks, of Neosho, Mo,, that we now
have a faithful and true congrgation now meeting and
carrying on the worship according to the New Testa-
ment in Neosho. They want me to hold them a meet-
ing this fall, which I hope to do or help them to get
some one. I was privileged to be with my old pal,
neighbor and ce-waorker, Homer L. King, ¢ne night of
his meeting in Springfield, Mo., and hope to be with
him one more night—on my way to Texas. He can still
preach, and should by all means, be kept in Spring-
field with that new congregation for a year or two.
hope to hear Wayne Fussell in his tent meeting ncar
Lebanon tonight. We were delighted to have Ronny
Wade and his good wife spend last night with us, on
their way to Penna., We were also glad to have Clovis
Cook and wife visit us for a few minutes recently.
‘They seem almost like our own children. I love and
appreciate all of our preaching brethren, and love to
be associated with them.



livered unto the saints,”
and to “prove all things;
hold fast that which is
good.”

Qur Purpose is to “ear-
nestly contend for the
faith which was once de-

Ta continue ‘speaking
the truth in lave,” “en-
deavoring to Xeep the
unity of the spirit in the
bond of peace;” “keeping
the ordinances as deliv-
ered.”

l

therein, and ye¢ shall find rest for your souls.”

Restorer of Paths to Dwell in.” (Isa, 58:12).
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BUILDING UP THE CHURCH (III)
Ry D. B. McCord

“Let all things be done decently and in order”
(1 Cor. 14:40). How important is this Pauline com-
mand for those of us who are most interested in build-
ing up the church! It seems to this writer that this
statement would, in particular, apply to when we have
come “together, in the church in one place,” when our
worship is to be conducted as reverently, orderly and
decently as mortals are able.

Our Singing

Al], or at least most, are agreed that singing con-
tributes no little to the building up of the church. It
is not just enough to not employ the instrument, and
just open our mouths—vastly more than this is in-
volved. It has been quite generally said that those of
our persuasion do have good singing, which is no
mean compliment and one for which we are worthy in
many places, but there are still some things lacking.
May I state before proceeding further that it is not my
desire to be or seem critical or fault-finding in this
series of articles. My utmost desire in this life is to
help others, and have others help me, build up the
church; I have found that many are like-minded and
that most generally when suggestions are made in the
right spirit as pertains to our theme, brethren are most
gracious to receive, consider and apply. Since singing
is instrumental in building up the church the follow-
ing observations are made for your candid and just
consideration.

First, the worship hour is a time when singing is
to be with the “spirit and with the understanding also"”
and is surely included in “all things done decently and
in order.” It is true, is it not, that the hour of worship
is not supposed to be turned into a “song drill”; nor
is it a time for the novice to practice pitching, beating
time and leading; nor is it the time for me as song
leader to introduce a new song that scarcely anyone
knows. Here, as in preaching, your writer is always
fearful of being misunderstood—please do not mis-
understand! I insist that the novice practice in order
to be a song leader, and the congregation, in order to
learn to sing a new song, rmust learn it by practicing,
but at the same time, the worship hour and may [
add, during a series of meetings, is not the time. We
feel sure that detriment has been done all because we
lacked wisdom in such an activity as our singing and
in respects such as those just mentioned.

{Continued on page three)

INNOVATIONS IN RELIGION (II)
By Homer L. King

I repeat that many people do not understand why
we oppose innovations in religion, a thing of divine
origin and divinely governed, yet approve of innova-
tions in things of human origin. God has not legis-
lated as to how we are to work our farms, factories,
kitchens, etc., but has left such matters to our own
discretion, hence we may change our plans, methods,
arrangements, ete., with profit. But it must be re-
membered that the church is a divine institution,
purchased by the prescious blood of Jesus, Who is the
foundation and the builder, and let it be remembered
that the Lord gave us the New Testament to show us
“how we cught to behave ourselves in the house of Ged,
which is the church of the Living God, the pillar and
ground of the truth;” that we are to ‘keep the or-
dinances as they were delivered;” “speak as the oracles
of God;” without adding to or taking from the word
of God.

We Do Not Need Changes In The Divine Plan

The divine arrangement is fully adapted to man
as he is everywhere found in every age. God’s plan
worked well under the most trying circumstances dur-
ing the first century. There were only a few disciples
qualified to carry the gospel to the whole world, as
they began at Pentecost, yet the church has never
maile the progress since, in the same length of time,
as it made in the apostolic age. Why then should
anyone think that we need a new gospel, another
church, a different worship, human creeds, human
names, new ordinances, other organizations, etc? His-
tory in the Bible demonstrates that God's plan is the
best, having worked well under all circumstances, in
any age, any place in all the world. Why not then
adopt it and practice it? Modern human plans in
religion are failures, Look at Rome, with all her
abominable idolatry, innovations, and many departures
from the divine pattern; then remember that she once
was a part of the divine institution before she apos-
tatized by making changes in the divine plan, and you
can see how far she has drifted. Then, take a look at
the sa-called Christian Church of today, with all her
man-made arrangements. societies, human institutions,
instruments of music, shows, suppers, etc, yet re-
membering that she once teok the first step by adopting
that which seemed to be an innocent and harmless
innovation, but the first led to the second, and on,
and on, until she stands today, simply, another denom-
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ination, co-operating to the fullest extent in all the
denominational inventions and human arrangements.
In the face of the foregoing, how can my brethren of
the church of Christ follow in the steps of the above
apostatized churches by introducing into the work and
worship of the church such innovations or departures
from the divine pattern? I appeal to all honest hearts
that we look to Jesus for our example on these things.
Hear Him: “I do nothing of myself but as my Father
has taught me, I speak these things. I do always
those things that please Him” (Jno. $:28, 29). I insist
that we should do only those thinzs we can read from
the Word of God in the New Testament. I svant to be
able to always say, “I do always those things that
please Him,” but how may I be able? When “I do
nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me,
I speak these things.” Furthermore, Jesus said, “I
came not to do mine own will, but the will of him
that sent me" and “Not my will, but Thine be done.”
This was the spirit that ever animated the Son of God,
and remember, brethren, “If any man have not the
spirit of Christ, he is none of His." We need faith in
the Lord and reverence for His blessed word, that will
enable us to say: “Not my will but Thine be done,”
“Speak, Lord, thy servant heareth, command, and 1
will obey.”

The Results Of Innovations

Every change of a feature of the New Testament
church is the removal of a pillar that supports the
divine structure. Such changes tear down the divine
structure, while they build up a human structure.
Such changes will ultimately exalt the human and
make lower the divine in the minds of the people. It
seemns but natural that man is prone to change any-
thing he can—it has always been his way. To permit
changes in religion by man would lead to its ultimate
perversion and subversion. It has been demonstrated
by the history of the Jews. Hear Jesus: “Howbeit in
vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men. For laying aside the com-
mandments of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as
the washing of pots and cups: and many other such
iike things ye do. Fullwell ye rejected the com-
mandment of God, that ye may keep your own tra-
dition" (Mark 7:7-9). Human nature remains the
same. The people of God (Israel) added many human
traditions and customs to the law of God, but the same
is, and has been, true in the church of Christ. Early
Christians perverted ordinances,. established customs,
appointed seasons, changed government, which finally
brought on the papacy, dark ages, etc. While the
Campbells and others labored to lead honest hearts
back to God's plan, back to the New Testament order
of things, and they succeeded to a great degree, but
since their day the Christians have in a measure re-
peated the mistakes of the early Christians, by adding
many unauthorized customs and practices, yea, and
have made changes in ordinances, government, offices,
worship, ete., such as instrumental musie, Sunday
schools, Bible colleges, cups and loaves in the Com-
munion, ete. Hence, the urgent need for a return to the
old paths, back to the Bible!

Dangers Of Innovations
Let us consider the danger of innovations in re-
ligion, that we may escape the wrath of Jehovah, and
that we may be saved from a devil’'s hell. The intro-
duction and practice of innovations in religion will

cause the loss of respect for God and reverence for his
word, which encouragés the carnal mind, instead of
causing one to become more spiritually minded. In.
novations in religion increase human authority, thus
exalting the human over the divine arrangement, In.
novations mean ‘““departure from God,” when adopted
and practiced. This has ever been the inevitable re-
sult with all who have followed after innovations, from
Israel down to the present time, Furthermore, the in-
troduction of innovations and contention for them has
divided the divine institution, the church of our Lord.
This sad state of affairs has been one of the outstanding
hindrances of the progress of the gospel and the ef-
fort to convert the world to Christ.

(Continued)

TIMELY SUGGESTIONS

Study to be quiet,” This is one command, which
if obeyed, I feel would certainly help out. In 1 Thess.
4:11-12, we have these fine thoughts: “And that ye
study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and
to work with your own hands, as we commanded you;
that ye walk honestly toward them that are without,
and that ye may have lack of nothing.”

On August 13, I attended the funeral service of
Brother H. O. Freeman, at Eola, Texas. Brother Free-
man, I believe, fulfilled the above Scripture to the
letter. He was with us in the beginning of the Church
in Eola; was one of our elders; stood with us thru the
division over the cups, and always contended for the
truth. Yet, at his funeral even those who bitterly
opposed his position, had many many wonderful things
to say in praise of him: ne was quiet; always attended
to his own business; worked with his hands; made a
good honest living, and was always ready to help
athers. And even ‘those without,” loved him and
considered him an honest, hard-working Christian.

A meek and quiet spirit is of great value in the
sight of God (I Pet. 3:4). Solomon says, “A fool's
voice is known by multitude of words” (Eccl. 5:3).

Suggestion: You may not be as smart as some.
But you can keep a lot of people fooled by keeping
quiet. One man said, “It is better fo keep your mouth
shut and let people think you are dumb, than to
open it and remove all doubt.” Let us study to be quiet.

If in doubt as to how God feels toward you, just
remember your feelings toward your brother, The
answer: Same.

Is it true that we reap what we sow? Woauld you
enjoy reaning all the sneers, jeers, and hard sayings
you have sent your brothers way? Suggestion: Think
it over.

If “blowing our top” keeps one sane, as the Doc-
tors say, wouldn’t it be bad for a lot of us were it not
for this safety valve?

What Thomas missed: “But Thomas, one of the
twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus
came” (Jno. 20:24). Jesus told the disciples, and us,
“For where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them" (Matt., 18:20).

We do not know why Thomas was not with the
other disciples on this occasion. It was the first day of
the week, and the disciples were assembled together.
But Thomas may have had a headache; he might have
had company; maybe, he had a business deal on, and
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had (?) to see about it. Whatever it was that caused
him to “miss the assembly,” he surely did pay for it
in what he missed: He missed the presence of Jesus,
and so do we, when we miss any assembly of the
saints—whether that be the morning service, Sunday
night, mid-week, or any service, for Jesus says He will
be there.

Thomas missed the peace which Jesus gave to them.
They were assembled in fear of the Jews, but Jesus
spoke peace to them (Jno. 20:19).

He missed the proof of His resurrection— He show-
ed them the nail-prints in his hands, and the wound
in His side, V. 20.

He missed the joy that came to the other disciples.
When they saw Jesus they were glad, V. 20.

He missed a part of the great commission which
He gave to the other disciples, V. 21.

He also missed the second “peace” which Jesus
bestowed upon the others, as well as the power of the
Holy Spirit which Jesus breathed upon the others, V. 22.

No wonder he is called “doubting Thomas.” When
members of the church habitually miss the services
they, like Thomas, become “doubtful,” unbelievers, and
argumentive. Thomas argued with the eleven, and
refused to take their word, V. 25.

Did it ever dawn upon you, brother, sister, that
you very likely have missed as much, or maybe even
more, than Thomas did when you miss any service of
the Church? When Heb. 10:25 is quoted remember
it does not say “Not forsaking the assembling of our-
selves upon the first day of the week, for the com-
munion,” 1 have actually heard it mis-quoted that
way. It does say “Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together.” So, any time the Church meets
together, and we are not there— when we are a part of
that church, we are simply missing too much.

Suggestion: Don’t miss any service of the church!
—Homer A. Gay.

BUILDING UP THE CHURCH (IlI)—
(Continued from page one)

Is he too much of a scrupulous contender who
would suggest that some planning for the worship be
done before time? As a school teacher, I find that if
a great deal of planning is not done prior to class time,
the teacher's time as well as the students’ time is not
so profitably spent as could be otherwise. So it ap-
pears to be so with the worship, does it not? It must
not be carried on haphazardly or lightly. Such ne-
cessitates some wise and thoughtful planning. For
our Lord, only our best—let our motto be! whether it
be in singing or other endeavors we pursue in building
up the church.

Qur personal deportment

Of all times and places, when and where rever-
ence is the crowning attribute, it is when the church
is assembled to worship Him! Our conduct at this
time is involved in building up the church perhaps
more than we think. I am made to think of the young
lady who came to one of our assemblies and was quite
critical and denunciatory at some things she saw and
heard; such as, worshippers paying no attention to
what was going on, worshippers chatting to one an-
other when they were supposed to be paying homage to
the Most High God; other worshippers chewing gum,

thumbing books, and engaging in other uncalled-for
activities. Please do not, again, Dear Reader, mis-
understand me. I am not upholding this young lady
in her criticism, denunciatien and resolve not to come
back to the church of Christ, but I relate this in recog-
nition of the fact that we need to see ourselves as
others see us; nor do I intend to leave the impression
that all of our assemblies are characteristic of such
misgivings. Let us, in our assemblies, be reverent,
worshipful, humble and we will please Him and
build up the church at the same time.

Our Teachers

“And the things that thou hast heard of me among
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful
men, who shall be able to teach others also” (2 Tim.
2:2). We understand that three qualifications of the
public teacher in the church are here delineated. First,
the teacher is to be a man; secondly, he is to be a
faithful man; thirdly, he is to be able to teach others
also.

Here, as elsewhere, [ do not want to appear to be
too critical; I sav these things because the Cause of
Christ is at stake, please understand. Especially on
the Lord's Day, does it not stand to reason, that the
best talent in teaching should be utilized; again, this
writer is aware of the fact that for a man to learn to
teach, he must do so by studying and practicing, but
the Lord's Day assembly does not seem to be the ap-
propriate time and place for such practice to be gained.
We exercise due scrupulosity in choosing our teach-
ers in the first two qualifications; that is, faithful
men, but it seems that too often, and to the detriment
of the Cause, the third, which has to do with ability,
is overlooked. May I frankly, but as kindly as man
can say, declare that the teacher who does not possess
all three of these qualifications is an uascriptural
teacher. We want to be sure that our singing, com-
munion, teaching is scriptural; so must we be sure
that our teacher is seriptural in qualifications, too.
As to the teaching, itself, we understand it to be in
purpose threefold; namely, to edify, to exhor{, and
comfort (1 Cor. 14:3). The purpose is prostituted then
when the teacher is not able for some reason or other
to do the things mentioned. The teacher has a great
responsibility here—to “study to show himself ap-
proved;” thusly, he will be vastly instrumental in
building up the Church. God help all of us teachers
and preachers to be scripturally qualified.

Qur next installment will have to do with elders
and their role in building up the church. May I close
this with a precaution made in the introductory of this
series: Your writer does not in this series propose to
know all of the answers, nor does he forget his limita-
tions, nor does he fail to be aware of his own inade-
quacies and imperfections. May the reader, please,
in his candid and critical following of this series bear
that in mind.

—Covina, Calif.

“Money may be the husk of many things, but net
the Kernel. It brings you food, but not appetite; medi-
cine, but not health; acquaintances, but not friends;
servants, but not faithfulness; days of joy, but not
peace or happiness.” —Henrick Ibsen.

The fellow who slaps you on the back may be try-
ing to make you cough up something.
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HERE AND THERE

How To Reach Us—Until further notice continue to
address all correspondence to us or the Old Paths Ad-
vocate to P. O. Box 333, Modesto, California. My street
address is 314 West Granger, and our phone number,
3-1161.

Permanent Location for OPA—Elsewhere in this is-
sue of this paper you will find something from Bro. Gay
and something from Bro. John Reynolds regarding this
matter. Relative to the place or state from which the
paper is mailed, as I see it, it is of very little conse-
quence. 1 am more concerned about the interest shown
and the arrangements that can be completed, and the
time such arrangements can become effective. How-
ever, we are interested in what any of our brethren
think and have to say about such matters. I believe
that Springfield, Missouri, has many advantages,
naturally, and they need the help in the mew congre-
gation there., Modesto, Calif.,, is a good central loca-
tion for the West, being the very hub of many good
towns and many congregations within a radius of 100
miles. The same conditions, a new congregation, ob-
tains within the city. Too, there are many other lo-
cations that no doubt would fit into the plan. We
are willing to consider any as to advantages and dis-
advantages. We certainly do appreciate the interest
Brethren Gay, Reynolds, McCord, and others are taking
to get something definite under’'way. We shall keep
our readers informed through the O.P.A. ’

Interest in The Welfare of The OPA — We are
thankful beyond expressing the interest that is being
shown in the increase of the circulation of this paper.
A number of new ones have volunteered their services
in saliciting subscriptions for the paper. We are very
grateful to all for whatever service rendered. This is
the only means of finanecing the paper, except for a
donation now and then. We need to keep the average
subscriptions per month over 130 to meet the increased
cost of publishing the OPA, We cannot rest om our
cars—we must keep battling at all times!

DO YOU NEED THE FOLLOWING?

Soeng Books—The title of our 1955 song book is *0Old
Path Echees Number Four.” It contains 183 songs, suit-
able for all services of the church. About one third of
this number are good old songs and hymns; one third

are tried songs which have stood the test for severa)
vears, and which are known by about all our brethren,
The other third are new songs, not used by us before,
many of which are songs written in the last two years,
The reception of this book has far surpassed our ex.
pectations, and many acclaim it “the best yet. If vou
appreciate soul stirring songs with life and beauty, you
will like this book.

The price is reasonable—single copy, 50c; five or
more copies 40c each; postage paid by us. Send all or-
ders to Homer L. King, P. O. Box 333, Modesto, Calif.

Old Path Echoes (No. 3), our 1954 song book, is slill
available, but our supply is very limited, as it sold
beyond our expectations.

The price—50c¢ per copy; 40c per copy for five or
more; postpaid,

“Cld Paths Echoes (No. 2) (1953), same size, qual.
ity, general purpose book as the others, and thought by
some to be the best we have ever made. The price—
50¢ per copy; $5.00 per dozen; §10.00 for 235; $20.00 for
50; $40.00 for 100; postpaid.

“0ld Path Echoes” (1952), same size, price, and kind
as the above named book, and one of the best we have
ever put out.

Nete: “Old Path Melodies No. 4"—While at our
home in Missouri recently in taking inventory of our
stock, we discovered that we still have several hun-
dred copies of this song boogk, published in 1950; con-
taining 188 songs, old, tried, and new; general pur-
pose book. You will remember it as the book with a
yellow cover; considered by some even yet as the
best we have published. We did not know for some
time that we had any for sale, thinking our supply
was exhausted. They are now available at 40c per
copy, $4.50 per dozen, $18.00 for 50, $35.00 for 100, post-
paid.

A Book of Sermons—"0ld Paths Pulpit,” a book of
33 sermons and essays, by 33 preachers of the church
of Christ, with photographs and short histories of each
preacher; covering nearly every subject of interest to
saint and sinner. Price—$2.235; Postpaid.

A SPECIAL OFFER

For a limited time, we are making you a special
price on the tract, “The Communion,” by Ervin Waters,
a very able and comprehensive discussion of the va-
rious phases of the Communion or Lord’s Supper.

The regular price is 35¢ per copy, but our special
limited price is 23¢ per copy; 5 copies $1.00; 25 copies
$5.00; 100 copies $18.00; postage prepaid.

Our second special offer is, for a limited time we
will send you one hundred copies, packed as follows:
33 copies of The Communion, 33 copies of the Clark-
King Discussion, and 34 copies of the Clark-Harper
Debate, one shipment, for only $18.00, postpaid.

You cannot afford to miss this bargain on good
tracts to use in mission work. Every church should
have this collection on hands.

Send all orders to Old Paths Advocate, Box 333,
Modesto, Calif.

OUR HELPERS IN SEPTEMBER
Below you will find the names from whom we
received one or more subscriptions from Aug. 20 to Sept.
20, and following the names the number we received.
If you have sent subs., always check this list for your
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acknowledgment. Our many, many thanks to all for
every word or deed in behalf of the circulation of this
paper. This list includes the foreign contributions, and
each dollar counting for one sub. May we keep the
good work ever moving forward, Note the following:

Homer L. King—18; Mrs, L. N. Byford—11; Mrs.
Olive Wilburn—10; J. Ervin Waters—T; J. W. Mec-
Keand—7; Homer A, Gay-—6; Jack Ivey—35; Qrville Lee
Smith—5; Edwin S. Morris—4; Gene Hopkins—4; M. G.
Jones—4; Don B. McCord—3; Joe Howard—3; Marie
Bagley—3; Mrs. R. R. Kramer—2; Grady Horton—2;
Jimmy Shaw—2; Albert Brown—2; Tommy Shaw—2;
Glen Bolin—2; Eugene Qualls—2; L. H. Skaggs—I1;
Earl K. Caffey—1; Oscar Alexander—1; Jim Thompson
—1; Eli Ward, Jr.—1; B.A. Combs—1; L. A. Moore—1;
R. D. Phillips—1; James Orten—1; Mrs. A, H. Jones—
1; Paul O, Nichols—1; Dan Sexton—1; Tom E. Smith—
1; W. O. Boling—1; Glen VanStavern—1; James Win-
chester—1; H. D. Pittman-—1; James Vannoy—1; J. W.
Kornegay—1; Leslie Cato—1; Steryl Carter—1; A. B.
Caudle—1; E. R. Coombes—1; W. 8. Bloved—1; M. JI.
Buffington—1; Christine Walkup—3; Mattie Loyd—1;
Vernon White—1; Mrs. Odessa Clouse—1; Mrs. R. A.
Berry—1; Mrs. Houston Weeks—1; J. H. McCleland—1;
Donations collected at Stocktan Labor day meeting for
foreign subs.—112; Total—243.

TO PREACH THE WORD
By C. Nelson Nichols

“Preach the word, be instant in season, out of sea-
son' (2 Tim. 4:2). “TaKe heed unto thyself, and unto
the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou
shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee” (1
Tim. 4:16). Paul’s admonition to the young preacher,
Timothy, are just as applicable and helpful to the
preacher today, nineteen hundred years later.

Many young men today desire to preach the word

. 1o heed the cries of Christ . “Lift up your eyes,
and look on the tields; for fthey are white already to
harvest” (Jno. 4:35). ‘Pray therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth laborers into His
harvest” (LK. 10:2). “The harvest is truly plenteous,
but the laborers are few” (Mt. 9:37). These young
men who step forward, willing to make physical sacri-
fice and to give up earthly security in order to preach
Jesus, to help save the lost, and to strengthen the saved,
need all the encouragement you can give them.

Christ considered the work of a preacher as far
more sacred, blessed, abiding, and important than any
other work on the face of the earth. The soul is worth
an eternity more than the body. The men such as
fishermen, tradesmen, farmers, and doctors, who care
for the body, do a good work materially speaking.
Those who save souls do “greater works” spiritually
speaking, for their works are important to the eternal
God and to eternity (Jno. 14:12).

The Apostles were preachers and they saw fit to
turn the work of “waiting on tables” (ministering to
the material needs of widows and other such manual
labors) into the care of chosen deacons. “It is not
reason that we should leave (neglect—C. N, N. Jr.) the
word of God, and serve tables” (Acts 6:2). They had
more important works to do prayer, ministering
of the word. (Acts 6:4).

Some members who claim to have the truth today,
seem to want to hold on to it in a selfish way and not

send it out. Do they have the truth? Certainly not
all of it, if that attitude prevails! Christ commissioned
(all of) His disciples to teach (all nations} or preach
the gospel to every creature (Mt. 28:19; Mk. 16:15).
The Apostle Paul places the responsibility on the
churches (congregations) with: “How shall they call
on Him in Whom they have not believed? and how
shall they believe in Him of Whom they have not
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?
and how shall they preach, except they be sent?” (Rom.
10:14-15).

Anyone who opposes the spread of the gospel of
Christ is turned “from the holy commandment delivered
unto them" and is compared by Peter thusly: *“The
dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow
that was washed to her wallowing in the mire” (2 Pet.
2:21, 22). Why oppose it? Why not love it and help
with all your might? It (the gospel) gave you your
freedom .. freedom from the sins of the past ., .
freedom that you might work earnestly in the only
way possible to repay God for your liberty . . by
spreading the good news (gospel of salvation) (Jas.
1:23).

Work! Lift the burden! Help send the truth to
anyone who will hear it! (Acts 16:9-10). Your time—
your money will not be wasted. You may consider it
an investment or fruit to your account in Heaven (Rom.
1:13, 15; Phil. 4:13, 14, 17, 18; Mt. 6:20, 21; 19:21; Lk.
12:34). Paul considered it such!

FOREIGN SUBSCHIPTIONS

Here is another report on contributions for the
subscriptions of the paper into other lands. Our report
in the Septemnber issue was rather discouraging, but
we are very happy for the generous response to this
cause as our report will show here. Many thanks to
all our beloved brethren for their liberality. May God
bless all and ever keep them able to spread the truth

abroad. It has been “well done, gaod and faithful ser-
vants." Donations received through the mail are as
follows:

Mrs. W. F. Cogburn—382.00, Mrs. Stella Park—$1.00
(Both the above were reported in Sept. issue); L. A,
Moore—=31.00, Mrs. A. H. Jones—$1.00, Marie Bagley—
$1.00, Mrs. L. N. Byford—S$10.00, Mrs. Olive Wilburn
$10.00; Total—$26.00.

At the Labor Day meeting at Stockton, Bro. James
Winchester made an appeal for this cause, and over
850,00 was donated by various members of the church.
At the next meeting, I made another appeal, and the
response made the total donations at the two meet-
ings $112.00 The donations came so thick and fast
that I was unable to get the names of all, hence we
shall not try to mention them. Suffice it to say that
more than one Christian girl gave as much as $10.00
each. May God richly bless such fine young people
and the brotherhood in general for such wonderful
liberality. The grand total as above is $138.50. The
amount needed was $100.00. The extra $38.00 will be
used to apply on that many names, giving them two
years. Should others care to donate it will be applied
in the same way.

Correction: In the September issue on this matter,
I was made to say, “For the past several years these
(subscriptions) have been paid by contributions from
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our brethren in Africa,” when it should have said,
“From our brethren in America.”

Therefore, to all our brethren in foreign lands, we
are very glad you will get the OPA for at least another
year, thanks to your brethren in America. I am sure
you will appreciate that. —Publisher.

WHAT IS BAPTISM?

By J. W. Denton, in Bible Student, Republished in
Firm Foundation

“Baptism” is a noun; baptize is a verb. Verbs ex-
press action; nouns name things; adverbs express man-
ner or modes.

“Baptism,” being a noun, is the name of the action
expressed by the verb “baptize.” The whole is equal
to the sum of its parts. Hence, the sum of the parts
are equal to the whole, If the verb “baptize” is equiva-
lent to “sprinkle,” “pour,” and “immerse,” then “sprin-
kle,” “pour,” and “immerse” are equal to “baptize.”
Hence, ‘‘baptized” would stand as the sum of the
whole, while “sprinkle,” “pour,” and *“immerse” con-
stitute the parts of the whole or sum. It follows, there-
fore, that no one could say he was baptized unless he
had all the parts that it takes to constitute the whole,
or baptism. If “baptize,” a verb of action, carries with
it the idea of sprinkle, pour and immerse, it follows,
then, that one word can convey the idea of three sepa-
rate and distinct acts at the same time; and while each
act differs from the other, yet each one is right. Any
school boy can see the fallacy of the reasoning. First,
there never was a word that conveyed the idea of three
distinct acts pertaining to the same thing, and each
act be right.

To illustrate: Here is a Methodist preacher. He
has five converts to baptize. He sprinkles water on two
of them and tells them they are baptized. He pours
water on two of them and tells them they are baptized.
He then immerses one of them and tells him he is bap-
tized. Now look at this thing—look at it straight in the
face. He sprinkld water on two of them, and told
them: “I baptize you'”; hence says: “This is baptism.”
Next, he pours water on two of them and says: “I bap-
tize you.” All know the last act differs from the first.
If the first act was baptizing, the last act differs from
the first; hence, differs from baptizing. That which
differs from baptizing cannot be baptizing, can it?
You say: "“No, of course not."” Is not the act performed
the baptizing? You say: “Yes.” Did you not perform
a different act the second time to what you did at the
first? You must answer, “Yes.” Then if the first act
is baptizing, and the second act differs from it, the
second act certainly differs from baptizing. Again, he
immersed one. Was this one baptized? You say, “Yes."”
Did not this act differ from the former acts? All say,
“Yes.” Then if the last act is baptizing and the name
of it “baptism,” huw can you name the former acts
“baptism,” seeing they differ from the last act, which
is baptizing, and its name “baptism''?

Again, is sprinkling water, as an act, in obedience
to the command to “baptize,” right? If you say, “No,”
then you ought to quit it; if you say, “Yes,” then, when
you poured water on the two, was that right and in
obedience in the same command to “baptize”? You
say, “Yes.” My! Did you not say that sprinkling was
(is) right? “Yes.” Then does not “pour” differ from
“sprinkle”? ‘“Yes.” Then does not “pour” differ from

that which you concede to be right? “Yes.” Can any
act differ from the right and still be the right act? No
one but a lunatic would thus reason. Remember, the
baptizing is the act performed. Then when he sprin.
kled water on the first and told them they were bap-
tized, and poured water (a different act from the first)
on the second and told them they were baptized, if he
told the first the truth, he told the second that which
differed from the truth. That which differs from the
truth cannot be the truth. Just so with the third candi-
date. If he told him the truth when he told him, I
baptize you,” and immersed him, then he told the
others the opposite of the truth when he said, “I bap.
tize you,” and sprinkled or poured water upon them.
God’s word is truth. All truth harmonizes. These acts,
supposed to express the idea of God’s word, do not har-

monize. Therefore these distinet acts are not expres-
sions of God’s truth.

Jesus says: “Go teach the nations, baptizing
them.” 1 throw down the gauntlet here. The lan.

guage shows that in baptizing, you are to handle the
object to be baptized -and not the element. “He bap-
tized him.” The language shows that he handled the
object “him,” and not the element. In sprinkling, the
preacher handiles the clement and not the object, hence
he does not baptize “him”; he does not touch him, he
does not handle the object; hence does not baptize at
all. Then, what does he do? Answer: He makes a
monkey of himself, a burlesque of common sense, and
violates the laws of language and the command of
God.

But the cap-sheaf of foolishness is in the next act—
pouring. In this they handle neither element nor ob-
ject, but handle a cup or glass and touch neither ele-
ment nor object, and then, look up to heaven and say,
“I baptize you!" He did not do it, he never touched
him; neither did he touch the element. In this case
he neither baptized the element nor the subject; but
when a man is immersed, the object is handled and
you do what God says do—*“teach, baptize.”

(In Apostolic Times).

A HOME FOR THE OLD PATHS ADVOCATE
By John L. Reynolds
It has been rightly suggested of late in the columns
of the Old Paths Advocate that a permanent home for
the paper be established for the good of it and for the
good that would come to the cause of Christ as a re-
sult of such a move. Here are my suggestions.

The Location

As to the geographical location for the home of the
paper, in my way of thinking, Brother King and his
wife should choose the place they think best. Bro.
King is getting old enough to settle down; the cause of
Christ is well established now. Why can we, the bro-
therhood, not back him up and keep him settled in
one place so he can devote most of his time to the
good of the paper?

A Brief Background

Here, I would like to give a brief background of
Brother King's work. Since I am older than he and
have known him for a number of years, I know some
of the hardships he has gone through. We both lived
through the divisions caused by the introduction of
the Sunday School and individual cups. After the di-
vision over the Sunday School, it was sometime before
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there was any trouble over the use of more than one
cup, because most every church, whether it had the
sunday School or not, used only one cup in the wor-
ship. The church grew fast after the Sunday School
exponents pulled off for a time, but by and by some
of our supposedly learned brethren began to advocate
the use of more than one container on the Lord's Table.
prother G. C.:Brewer claims the honor (?)} of introduc-
ing the first individual communion cups into the
church of Christ according t¢ the Old Paths Book Club
publication (copyright 1848) Forty Years on the Firing
Line, pages 12-13 of the Introduction. Bro. Brewer is
just a few years older than I. Think of it, brethren,
how long the church lived without this innovation.
Through these divisions, such men as Brethren G. A.
Trott, H. C. Harper, Homer A. Gay and Homer L. King
.and a few others stood firm for the true way of wor-
ship. If it had not been for these men, there might
not be any loyal congregations today, but thanks to
God, they stood like a stone wall. Brethren ‘Irott and
Harper have gone on to their reward, but the *“two
Homers"” are still fighting for the Old Paths. These
men have been ridiculed and boycotted because they
would not digress from the truth. They were perse-
cuted and put to the “acid test” without wavering or
complaining. They labored with their hands and
preached the gospel with little or no support; they en-
dured hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ (2 Tim.
2:3).
A Support Suggestion

The following is my suggestion as to how Brother
King, in this endeavor, can be supported and no one
have any reason to think that anyone is being imposed
upon. Brethren, if the well-established and able con-
gregations would set aside, for instance, $10 or S15
a month to be sent to Brother King for this work, we
can keep him busy all the time writing and improving
the paper. We could add some extra sheets to the
paper with nothing on themn but good short sermons on
first principles and the church that could be slipped
from the main paper and handed to cur friends and
neighbors whom we might interest in the church of
Christ. Brethren, it can be done and no one hurt. I
have personally talked with several about this plan
and all are agreed it is a good one. I talked with Don
McCord; he is in favor of doing something and youw
will hear from him in this paper. Brethren, if you have
suggestions better than these, please let us hear from
you.

My final suggestion: Let us give Brother King a
good pair of scissors so he can clip out anything that
might be offensive that anyone writes. Think and
talk these things over, please, Brethren. I feel sure
the churches will not let our old soldier down.

—Ceres, Calif.
Permanent Location

I have suggested to Bro. King that Springfield, Mo.,
is the ideal location for the paper because: 1. It is
about the center of the brotherhood; 2. Bro. King start-
ed a congregation there which needs his services bad-
ly; 3. He was born and reared in the Ozarks, and his
home congregation whére he obeyed the gospel, be-
gan preaching, and began publishing the paper, is
strongly behind him in this work; 4. He would be more
than 1000 miles nearer his printers that have printed
every issue of the OPA, than he would be out on the
rim——either east or west.

Suggestion: If a few more churches would join
Bro. King's home church, Lees Summit, and help sup-
port him in Springfield until he can get a home and
get settled with the paper, he can have the church
there, the paper, and himself, built up so he can be
of untold value to the many small churches near
there and to the entire brotherhood.

I am writing this without Bro. King's knowledge
or concent, but brethren, it is necessary that the OPA
be in one place, and Bro. King is not a young man
anymore. Shall we jump him from place to place and
see how soon we can wear him out, or get him located
where he can very likely be of service to the brother-
hood for many years to come.

And now, what do you think? What will you do?
Let him or me know soan.

—Homer A. Gay.

DO YOU KNOW HIM?

This is the question that has come to me and others
quite often in the past year or two. They refer to a
preacher by the name of D. Smith, who seems to func-
tion in Southwest Ark, and Southeast Oklahoma. The
following word comes from one of our trusted young
evangelists over in the same part:

“Do you knaw anything about D. Smith? He has
been in this part for several months, making the claim
that he is a faithful preacher. However, we have
found him to be otherwise. He believes that it makes
no difference about the breaking of the loaf, and he
teaches that women may bob their hair, that all may
go to the picture shows, and is very loose on worldli-
ness in general.”

Personally, I know very little about the man, but
have known of him for years. To my knowledge he
has never been endorsed by the faithful brotherhood
who write for and support the OPA. From what I hear
of him, he does not stand with us, and I do not en-
dorse him. If vou care to investigate further, I sug-
gest that you write Bro. John L. Reynolds, Rte. 1, Box
313, Ceres, Calif.

—H. L. K.

THE CHURCH DIRECTCRY

The following changes may be made
directory:

Menard, Tex.—Now meeting in their own building
one block south of Highway 83 on the Old Junction
Road, 10:30 A. M., Lord's Days, and 7:30 P. M., Wed-
nesday evening. Contact Joe Patterson, Box 521, Menard,
Tex., or Oscar Bradford, Menard, Tex.

Denver, Cole.—Formerly meeting at the Semper
School building 5 miles west of Arvada, now meeting
at 81 Meade, corner of Meade and West 1st Ave, 6
blocks west of Federal Blvd,, in Denver, Colo, Wm. B.
Weed, 800 W. Mississippi, Denver 23, Colo,

Nate: I have had two directories returned to me
because the people who had ordered them, had moved.
Also, quite 2 number sent money for the new directory
in advance, and I had a full time book keeping job.
If 1 failed to send you a directory and you sent money,
please let me know. The price is 35¢c each or 3 for
$1.00. Large orders are appreciated. Some congre-
gations are ordering a good supply. Send all orders
to Ray Asplin, 1420 S.W. 56th St., Oklahoma City 9,
Oklahoma.

in your
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NORTHWESTERN “THANKSGIVING DAY”
MEETING

On Nov. 24, the congregation at Kennewick, Wash,,
the Lord willing, will conduct the all day services of
the annual Northwestern ‘Thanksgiving Day' meeting.
Also, Nov. 14-27, the Lord willing, Paul Nichols will be
conducting a scries of gospel meetings there, and these
meetings will include “Thanksgiving Day.” The
brethren at Kennewick wish to have visiting brethren
from Washington and other states. You are invited
to come, attend the series of meetings, and be present
at the “Thanksgiving Day" services. In the past, these
meetings have been enjovable and upbuilding to the
cause. Come, get acquainted with your brethren of
the Northwest, and let us feast together upon spiritual
teaching and fellowship. Address of the church build-
ing in Kennewick: 215 E. 4th St.

—Gayland Osburn.

OUR DEPARTED

Freeman—Sister Laura Freeman was born Oct. 5,
1878, in Benton County, Ark., and departed this life
Sept. 9, 1955, in Stockton, Calif., at the age of 76 vears,
11 months, and 4 days. She obeyed the gospel in her
late teens. On Dee. 16, 1900, she was married to Samuel
Benjamin Freeman and 5 children were born to this
union. Her husband preceded her in death Dec. 9,
i947, and a daughter, Mrs. Opal Moody. died Nov. 13,
1944. She is survived by 2 daughters, Mrs. Olin Enkey
and Mrs. Gladys Crogar, Hulbert, OKla.; 2 sons, Samuel
Freeman, Oakland, Calif., and Bro. Shelby Freeman,
Stockton, Calif.; 16 grand children, and 20 great grand
children. Funeral services were conducted at the
church of Christ, Netherton and Guernsey, Stockton,
Calif., where she had been a faithful member. A
quartet composed of Howard King, Lois Robertson,
Warren Henry, and Al Wilburn rendered the singing.
Her smiling face and cheerful good humor will he
sadly missed by all who knew her. The writer spoke
words of comfort and warning.

—James Winchester.

Gill-——Bro. Edward Burl Gill was born July 12, 1912,
and departed this life Aug. 14, 1955, at Roanoke, Va.
He is survived by his wife, Sister Mary Gill, and sev-
eral children. He was the son of Bro. and Sister Ed-
ward Gill of Roanoke. Funeral services were con-
ducted by the writer at East Gate church of Christ
in Roanoke, Va.

—Elgie Thompson.

Patterson—Sister Hannah Patterson was born April
17, 1903 and departed this life July .6, 1955 at Clinton-
ville, W. Va. She is survived by her husband Bro.
Ben Patterson and several children. Funeral services
were conducted by the writer at the Clintonville chureh
of Christ.

—Elgie Thompson.

BONDS OF MATRIMONY

Scott-Goodson—In the evening of September 3rd,
at Porterville, Calif., Bro. Roger Scott and Sister Gloria
Goodson exchanged their wedding vows. Many of
their relatives, friends and “those of like precious faith”
were in attendance to wish them well. For Roger and
Gloria, we implore the goodness of our Father; may
they be blessed with long and fruitful lives here for
Him. Sacramento is to be their home, where we feel

sure they will be an asset to the church. The writer
considered it a privilege to be the olficiant for such 3
flne, Christian couple.

—D. B. McCord.

THE AFRICAN WORK
By Paul O. Nichols

Under the date of August 23, 1935, Brother E. C,
Severe writes, “Thanks for your articles in the O. P. A,
on ‘The Scheme of Redemption' and the good contri.
bution that appears on ‘The African Worl’ page. We
are enjoying your contributions in the same way we
devour msima (a daily food made with cornflour—
P. O. N.). What you are doing in the States is doing
a lot for the Lord's work in Africa. Brother Nichols he
it known to you that the work you did in Africa was
not wasted. It ijs wonderful that the Gospel is pro.
ducing results in every corner of Nyasaland. There
is a speed of progress which I had never thought of in
every district.”

Also under the same date he informs me that they
have gained two more preachers from a certain de.
nomination. Too, he says that a certain preacher took
his stand with the others of our persuasion and that a
hundred members came with him. Brethren, we are
gaining ground in Africa.

Another excerpt from Brother Severe’s letter, “Would
you please convey my vote of thanks to the brethren
who helped me to get the motorcycle? I am now re.
leased of my moving affairs. Would you also tell
them that very many are being saved through the
support they send monthly to the evangelists?”

Now, to the ones that are contributing to this work
I want to say this. Due to the fact that we move about
so much, going from place to place, we have some
difficulty with our mail. Sometimes your contributions
are late getting to us so that they are not included in
the next issue of the paper. But rest assured, when we
receive them they are moted, and they will in due
course be included in the Q.P.A. Please call our at-
tention to any mistakes. Contributions: Harrodsburg,
Ind., $22.00; Corcoran, Calif., $15.00; Merced, Calif,
$10.00; Sis. Nora Jones, Shreveport, La., $10.00.

‘WHAT HE DID FOR ME’

A North American Indian was asked to tell what
the Lord had dome for him. Stooping, he cleared a
bare patch of earth on the floor of the forest. Then
he made a circle of dry leaves around it, placed a
worm in the centre, and set fire to the leaves. The
worm wriggled back and forth, seeking a way out af
danger, but each way it went it was driven back by
the flames. There seemed no way out. The Indian
watched its unavailing movements for a while, then
he stretched out his arm, took the worm and lifted
it out of the ring of fire—to safety. Turning to his
companion, he said: “That is what he did for me!”

How true that is! By our obedience to the gospel
the Lord delivers us from danger, the awful prospect
of condemnation. Jesus is Saviour, or Deliverer, 10
those who accept him. He “delivereth us (i.e., faithful
Christians) from the wrath to come” (1 Thess. 1:10).
—Selected from Truth In Love.

Remember the tea-kettle; though up to its neck
in hot water, it continues to sing.
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J. B. Lane, 1509 Flint St., Waco, Tex., Sept. 12.—
we had a nice service yesterday at the new congrega-
tion at 522 Rose St., with Bro. Stewart preaching. Send
us 50 of the new song books.

Harry Pittman, Rte. 2, Box 89K, Shreveport, La,,
Aug. 21—The Velva Street congregation has been en-
joying a very good meeting with Bro. Paul Nichols
doing the preaching. It closes tomorrow night. Here
is my renewal.

Orville Lee Smith, 4208 Wall, Joplin, Mo., Sept.
g.—Aug. 5-11, I held a meeting at Legal, Okla., with
one baptism. Aug. 17, I preached at Ada, and Aug.
19-29, I held a tent meeting at Galey near Ada, OKla.
We enjoyed all these meetings. Here are 5 subs.

Buddy Frye, 1801 Birch, Duncan, Okla.,, Sept. 6.—
We are planning on a mission meeting at Duncan,
Okla., in Oct., and would like to have the name and
address of any mermbers living near Duncan. We have
been meeting at Healdton which is about 40 miles
distant.

M. E. Mountain, 1225 South St, Waterloo, Ia,,
Sept. 13.—We are now meeting in our new building at
1820 Easton Ave., and invite visitors to stop and be
with us. Just call me by phoning AD-28061, and I will
pick you up. Our offer is still open to any gospel
preacher who will come and help us.

R. D. Phillips, Box 187, Boynton, Okla., Sept. 9.—
Bro. Waters just closed our meeting with 5 baptisms
and one confession of faults. It was a wonderful meet-
ing with good crowds, and some of the best preaching
T ever heard Bro. Waters do. The church here is growing
and working. Pray for us.

Burnice Weeks, Kinston, Ala., Sept. 6—Since my
last report, 1 have preached at Lowery, my home con-
gregation, Mi. Pleasant, Fla., where we have a new
congregation just started and at Panama City, Fla.,
where two came forward for baptism, and one con-
fessed faults. Please pray for me and the waork.

David C. Jones, 227 Hungerford, Haysville, Kan,
Sept. 12.~-Since last report we have doubled in num-
ber. We have had one restored and one baptism and
now have 6 members., We look forward to a meeting
when we are able. We are located at 227 Hungerford,
Haysville, Kan., 6 miles south of Wichita and one mile
west of U. S. Highway $Sl1. Pray for us that we may
always be faithful.

Ray Roe, 507 W. 6th, Stroud, Okla. Sept. 153.—
Since our meeting in July, the following preachers
have been with us: Eddie Nichols and Jack Cutter.
We invite them back. We visited Council Hill and
enjoyed some wonderful preaching by Bro. Waters.

During Bro. King’s stay with us, we visited an elderly
couple and last Lord’s day they came back and made
confessions. We hope others will do likewise. We so-
licit your prayers. Opposition here is great but we feel
we are known and respected by the opposition.

K. G. Wilks, Box 902, Breckenridge, Tex., Sept. 3.
—We had an excellent meeting at Woodson under the
preaching of Bro. Morris. The church heard teaching
on our duties and short comings and the outsiders
heard enough to obey. One was restored, and two were
baptized, one of them the last of my five children to
abey the gospel, the answer to years of prayer in that
direction.

Dallas Burdette, 1006 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., Sept.
153.~1 heard the discussion between Bro. Miller and
John O'Dowd, and Bro. Miller did a splendid job of
defending the Truth. Bro. Ronny Wade gave us some
wonderful sermons during his meeting here and we
enjoyed their association. I am to preach in Montgom-
ery, Ala. Sept. 18; Columbus, Ga., Sept. 25; and Temple
Ga., Oct. 2. Pray for us.

1. H. McCleland, Prairie Grove, Ark., Sept. 13.—
If you know of students attending the University at
Fayetteville, who would like to worship with a loyal
congregation, please tell them about the Union Star
church of Christ. Leave highway 71, 10 miles south
of Fayetteville, take 170 (also known as Devil's Den
Park Rd.), for about 5 miles. For further information
contact me or Alvin Wooton, Rte. 1, West Fork, Ark.

Tom E. Smith, 302 Phillips, Healdton, Okla., Sept.
16.—Since last report, I have preached at Graham,
Oak Grove, and Healton. I have been spending much
of my time at home. Our young men are showing
wonderful ability in their midweek lessons. Nov. 18-
27, Bro. Jack Ivey will conduct our fall meeting. We
plan to have all day services the last day, Nov, 27.
Please note the date and plan to be with us.

Leon Fancher, Box 41, Horatio, Ark., Sept. 16.—
Aug. 28, we closed the meeting at Pine Ridge, with
good crowds and one baptism. These brethren are
doing fine and possibilities for growth look good. Since
then, we have been at Horatio, Dierks, and Oak Grove.
Our plans now are to move to Pine Ridge in Oct,, Lord
willing. The same congregations continue to support
this work and we appreciate them for their steadfast-
ness. They are certainly mission-minded.

Dan Sexton, Box 173, Thomas, Okla,, Sept, 15.—
Sept. 1, we moved to Thomas to assist in establishing
a congregation here. Sept. 11, we met for the first
time with about 50 in attendance. We meet in the
old Thomas National Bank building. If any of the
brethren wish to assist us in this work we will ap-
preciate it. We need the prayers of the brotherhood.
I have a call to help establish a congregation in an-
other place, whenever I can get to it

C. N. Nichols, Ir., Box 746, El Cajon, Calif,, Sept. 14.
—In July we worked with the church at Linwood —
the crowds were encouraging. We have also been in
work and services with the following congregations:
Siskivou St. in L. A,, Montebello, Orange, Glendora,
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and National City. All of these congregations seem to
be prospering in the work of the Lord. Things seem
bright in Southern California. In these four counties,
which are separated from the rest of the brotherhood
by geopraphical barriers, are ten established congre-
gations. This is termed by the Government as the fast-
est .growing area in the U. S. There are already more
than seven million people living here. The ten congre-
gations mentioned have many capable teachers and
leaders and even more undeveloped talent. At least
six preachers reside in this area. We know of at least
four mission points which must be worked in the
near future. The brethren in Southern California want
to cooperate, forgive, and forbear one another in love,
meekness, and hope, so we will be fit to dwell together
in Heaven.

Gayland L. Osburn 3032% Carmel St., Los Angeles
65, Calii.,, Sept. 17—Aug. 21, 1 preached at Seattle,
Wash., with 2 confessions of faults. Also, held a meet-
ing there Aug. 28-Sept. 11, with 1 baptism and 1 con-
fession of faults. Since the writing of my last report,
Aug. 18, no donations have been received for the work
in this part, so there are no acknowledgments for
this report.

M. G. Jones, Box 1104, Olivehurst, Calif,, Sept. 8.—
We enjoyed the Labor day meeting at Stockton and
appreciated the hospitality shown us. We invite visitors
to meet with us here. Sacramento brethren are much
help to us also Bro. Jim Thompson from Yuba City.
We plan to build when we are able. We now meet on
East 7th St. near the post office, Lord's day at 10:30
A. M, Lord's day evening and Tuesday evening at
8:00 P. M.

J. F. Massengale, Rte. 4, -Box 63, Phoenix, Ariz.,
Aug. 28.—We now live on the corner of N. 43rd and W.
McDowell Rd., the church still meets at 1646 N. 36th.,
and we would appreciate visitors. Bro. Lewis and fam-
ily of Calif., were with us today, and he gave us a
goad lesson. Some of the members here have moved
to Blue Water, N. M., and meet in the home of D. C.
Powell, Jr., for worship. We enjoyed meeting with them
Aug. 21. That is a field white to harvest. Pray for us.

Carl Nelson, Rte. 7, Ottumwa, Ia., Aug. 17.—We
had the pleasure of having Bro.'and Sister J. H. McKaig
visit us for 10 days, during that time he gave us some
very timely lessons and we were greatly benefitted.
His lessons were inspiring, uplifting, and beneficial
to the Cause here. Bro. McKaig and wife made the
trip by car from Vista, Calif.,, which was quite an
undertaking for them but they accomplished it with-
out trouble. Come again, Bro. and Sister McKaig.

Elgie Thompson, Box 112, Piney View, W. Va., Sept.
12.—I preached for my first time at Huntington, re-
cently, and attended a few nights of Bro. Ivey's meet-
ing at St. Albans, enjoying both. They are really
working for the Cause at these places. Sept. 4, I
preached at Lovejoy, Pa., the last day of Bro. Jimmy
Shaw's meeting. I met many old friends and made
new acquaintances. I surely do enjoy these yearly
meetings. Send 75 of the new song books for the
Clintonville congregation. There is much work to be
done in this section of the country.

J. Waltace Kornegay, 432 Drummond PK., Panamg
City, Fla., Aug. 22—In July, we had a very good mecgt.
ing with Bro. Dallas Burdette of LaGrange, Ga., doing
the preaching., There were 5 confessions. Bro. Burnice
weeks is visiting us at present and we are glad to have
him. He preaches 3 times a week for the 2 weeks he
can be here. Thus far, his teaching has resulted in
the baptism of a young married couple. We have also
enjoyed visits by Brethren Edwin Morris, and Barney
Welch and families.

Gene Hopkins, 1105 W. 21st, Tulsa, Okla., Sept. 16,
—The following preachers have preached for us since
last report: James Orten, Paul Mackey, Clifford Arney,
and. Orville Smith. Bro. Smith. preached here Sept. 1i,
baptizing three. Three families have moved here and
now worship with us and are much help. Bro. Smith
is to return Nov. 6. If you can preach for us please
let us know so we can reserve time for you.

James Orten, Rte. 2, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., Sept. 16.
—Two week ends in Aug., I preached at my home con.
gregation in Lawrenceburg. Paul Mackey and I bap-
tized a man over 80 years of age. At Sentinel], Okla,
Bro. Larry Robertson and I preached for 12 nights bap-
tizing 3 and restoring one. Services were held in the
morning as well as evening and results were good.
Sept. 7, we were at Catlina St., in San Antonio, and the
following two nights at Sabinal where one was bap-
tized. We are now at Midland, Tex. We leave tomor-
row for a 10 day meeting at Garr Corner, Okla., closing
there Sept. 26.

J. Ervin Waters, Route one, Lawrenceburg, Tenn,
Sept. 14.—I was at Council Hill, Okla., Aug. 19-28, with
five baptized and one restored. 1 was at home Aug.
29.5ept. 5 and assisted Chapel Grove. Sept. 6, I preach-
ed at Tucker, OKla,, for the first time. Am now in a
meeting with the Circle Dr. congregation in Waco, Tex-
as. Will be at Union Hill congregation, near home,
Sept. 19-253, and at Walnut Grove, Ky., Sept. 27 Oct.
4. Will be at Flemington, Pa., Oct. 7-16, and at Le:
Contes Mills, Pa., Oct. 16-23. Am scheduled to be at
St. Albans, W. Va,, Oct. 24 Nov. 6. Paul Mackey is
still assisting.

Mitchell Mize, 801 Jackson, Texarkana, Ark., Sept
15.—We continue to meet each Lord’'s day at 10:30 and
evening at 7:30. We regret that Bro. Jimmy Shaw had
to leave us for other fields of labor. We enjoyed work-
ing with him, he is steadfast, unmovable, abounding
in the work of the Lord. We want to express our grati-
tude to the congregations supporting Jimmy during his
stay here. We were strengthened by a meeting the
latter part of June conducted by Brethren Leon Fan-
cher, Jimmy Shaw, and Tommy Shaw. We enjoyed
having Bro. G. B. Harrell a few nights in July. We
hope he can hold a meeting for us in Oct. We extend
a welcome for visitors to be with us.

Edwin Morris, 3021 McFerrin, Waco, Tex., Sept. 13.
~—Aug. 19-28, I was In a very enjoyable meeting at
Woodson, Tex., baptizing 2 and restoring one. Crowds
were good despite illness. We went next to Jerusalem,
Ark., where 7 were restored. One of these was Bro.
Pless Wiley from Little Rock who will worship in Little
Rock, another was Bro. Reedy Roper who will be much
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nelp in the teaching at Jerusalem. We feel the church
there will do much better in the future, They are won-
derful people. I am now at home for 4 days and will
hear Bro. Waters who js here in a meeting. I go next
1o Little Rock, Sept. 16-25; Woodlawn, Ohio, Oct. 7-16;
and Foreman, Ark., Oct. 21-30. Pray for us.

Grady Coble, 5301 Parkland, Dallas 19, Tex., Aug.
18—The following donations have been received for
support of the work among the Spanish people: Wichita
Falls, (N. 6th St.), Tex.—$50.00; San Antonio (Nacog-
doches Rd.}), Tex.—325.00; San Angelo, Tex.—S$12.50;
Fola, Tex.—$12.50; Sonora, Tex--$12.50. Bro. Marti-
nez received the following direct: Salona, Pa.—$20.00;
Abilene (McGowan Dr.), Tex.—850.00; Waco, (9th and
Clay), Tex.—$15.00; Lebanon, Mo.—$50.00; Los Ange-
les, Calif.—$20.00; Homer A. Gay—-8$10.00. Total —
$277.50. (Under date of Sept. 14) The following dona-
tions have been received: Wichita Falls (N. 6th), Tex.
—$25.00; San Angelo, Tex.—$12.50; Total—$37.50.

Billy Jack Ivey, Box 13, Sentinel, Okla., Sept. 14.—
We had a wonderful meeting at St. Albans, W, Va,, re-
sulting in 8 baptisms, and a wonderful spirit of zeal
faith, and determination prevailed throughout. This
is one of the most zealous groups of Christians I have
ever seen. We went next to McAlester, Okla., where
we enjoyed their grand hospitality and fellowship, At
present, we are at Marietta, Okla., where the faithful
few are struggling hard against great opposition and
earnestly contending for the faith. Lord willing, we
go next to Spaulding, Okla., followed by meetings at
Champion, Mo., Oct. 13-23; Twelve Pole near Ceredo,
W. Va,, Oct. 24 - Nov. 6; and Columbia, La., Nov. 8-16.

D. B. McCord, 16720 Greenhaven, Covina, Calif,,
Sept. 17—The Modesto meeting closed without visible
results. The Porterville meeting was not so good as
we would like for it to have been, due mainly to the
fact that several of the members had to be in another
part of the state in the fruit harvest. Nevertheless, it
was good to be associated here with some of God's
best. The wife and I certainly enjoyed the meeting
Labor Day in Staockton; there was such a fine spirit
manifested by all. During the school year, my plans
are to be with the home church most of the time. My
next series of meetings will be at Orange Ave., Fresno,
Calif., during my Christmas holidays from school.
Please pray for me and mine; God bless the church.

Eugene Qualls, Rte. 3, Box 655, Tulare, Calif., Sept.
19—I wish to acknowledge a donation of $20.00 from
Richmond, Calif., that came in too late for last re-
port. The meeting with Bro. Don McCord came to an
end. It was my privilege to meet and worship with this
man of God. The work in Tulare is progressing. A
couple I had known in the S. S. church have accepted
the Truth. Brethren Mason and Reyiuolds have closed
their meeting. We are looking forward to the return
of Bro. Reynolds soon. I shall continue my labors in
Earlimart, as Bro. Walker is a very able man with
wisdom, and can carry on &t Tulare. Bro. Kirbo can-
not be with the Armona brethren, due to the illness of
his mother. I was sorry to hear of illness in the Ar-
vin congregation, and am praying for them. Bakers-
field and Arvin brethren were so kind to me.

James D. Corson, Mahaffey, Pa., Sept. 7.—Since
July 17, I have been working in Milils, Wyo. The Cause
is now established heré though we had much opposi-
tion. Brother E. H. Miller just closed a discussion here
on the S. 8. and cups. It was a calm victory for Truth,
We have been able to rent the Fireman’s Hall for both
morning and evening services. We hope to build as
soon as possible, but land and building materials are
very high. An elderly brother who has taken his
stand for the Truth, says he will lay the blocks for us
if we can get them. Since coming here, we have re-
ceived $100.00 from Ottumwa, Ia., and $30.00 from Le-
Contes Mills, Pa. May God bless them. Brethren, we
are sending out a call for your help. If we have to
leave here as has been the case at other times, before
the congregation is built up to be self sustaining, our
work will have been in vain, and the digressives will
have won a victory. This is the only faithful church
in Wyo. My address is now: 429 Wasatch St., % Wes-
ley Corson, Mills, Wyo. Will you help?

Jim Canfield (colored), Star Route 78, Ma-
rion, La,, Sept. 6.—I am now in a meeting in Richmond,
Ind. They have a nice place in which to meet, how-
ever we had only a few out last night. I plan to preach
and do house to house work, continuing until Sept. 11.
At the Sulphur meeting some brethren asked if T was
receiving monthly support froru the churches. No, T
receive support only now and then from individuals.
The other day, I received $20.00 from a good brother
and that wiil help me a few more miles in my efforts
to preach the gospel to my people. Brethren, I am not
idle. It is necessary I return again to places where I
have preached in an effort to keep them built up in the
faith. I know of no other faithful colored preacher in
the field and I hope to be able to continue in the work.
I return to Ala., in Nov. May God bless all.

-Johnny Elmore, G. D., Houston, Mo., Sept. 15.—We
closed the meeting at Cheniere, La., on Lord's Day
morning, Aug. 28. We certainly appreciate the faith-
ful brethren there. That night, we preached to 2 fine
crowd at Strong, Ark. Aug. 31, we preached at Ard-
more while home. Sept. 1, we preached to a good
crowd at Capitol Hill, in Oklahoma City. We attended
2 nights of Lynwood Smith and Wayne Fussell’s meet-
ing at Seymour, Mo. Sept. 4, we preached twice at
Mt. Carney, returning to our work in Mo. We began a
singing school there Sept. 5, which lasted all week.
They are zealous and eager to learn and we feel some
good was done. We were asked to return for two
weeks more in the near future, We preached there on
Sept. 11 in the morning, and that night at Houston,
Mo. We expect to be in the mission field in this area
for some time, Lord willing. We are to preach at Sey-
mour, Sept. 17-18. We are scheduled to be at Washing-
ton, Okla., for a meeting Nov. 13-27.

Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood 38,
Calif., Sept. 15.—The meeting at Shreveport closed with
three baptisms, Aug. 22. Our next effort was with the
church at Pleasant Grove, Ind., Aug. 25 - Sept. 4. We
had good crowds and good interest as well as excellent
cooperation. The Lord willing, 1 return next year.
Sept. 7, we were with Huntington, West Virginia con.
gregation for one sermon; the 8th we were at Twelve-
pole church, Ceredo, W. Va. for one service. At this
writing we are in a singing school at Oklahoma City
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(7th St.). So far we are having good interest which is
having its effect on the singing. Sept. 23 Qct. 2, we
are scheduled to be at Grand Rapids, Mich. After this
we return to the West Coast. Our first meeting out
there will be at Merced, Calif., the last half of October,
we think now. Most of the month of November we
will be with the new church at The Dalles, Ore., and
Kennewick, Wash.; The Dalles, Nov. 2 13; Kennewick,
Nov. 14-27. We plan to be in California for about four
months after we return from Washington.

James Shaw, Commeodore, Pa., September 16.— I
finished my work in Texarkana the last part of August.
I certainly enjoyed my association with the brethren at
this place and rejoice that there is a faithful congre-
gation now meeting there. The brethren would ap-
preciate visitors from other congregations at any of
their services. During July and August I worked with
Bro. Leon Fancher in mission meetings at Dierks, Ark.
and Broken Bow, Okla. I also attended two nights of
Bro. Fancher's meeting at Pine Ridge. Ark., hearing
Bro. Jack Cutter preach one of the nights. I began the
meeting at Lovejoy. my home congregation, August
28, and it concluded September 4 with the annual La-
bor Day meeting which was an inspiring and beneficial
meeting for all. Many brethren from surrounding
states were with us as well as many from congrega-
tions within the state. Co-operation and assistance
from all was appreciated and we are looking forward
to the meeting next vear which will be at Hunting-
ton. W. Va.

Homer A. Gay, 262 N. Jackson. Lebanon, Mo., Sept.
12.—En route to Sonora, Tex., I spent a day with our
daughter in Arlington and was glad for Bro. Larry
Robertson and wife to be with us there. 1 enjoyed
singing with them in his meeting on Vaughn Blvd., in
Ft. Worth that night but had to leave for my train be-
for preaching began. Aug. 13, I attended and led the
singing for the funeral of a very dear brother in Christ,
Bro. H. O. Freeman, Eola, Tex. I met again many
friends and neighbors we had known in days gone by.
Sept. 2, we closed in Sonora, with 4 baptisms, and
others seemed almost persuaded. Brethren Reed Chap-
pell, and J. Tom Williams whom we have known and
loved for years, are doing a good work, We appreciated
visitors from Menard, San Angelo, Junction, Eola, San
Antonio, and Bro. Roy Bill Modgling from Calif., was
with us one Lord’s day. I returned horme from Sonora,
and my doctor had me resting for 10 days, (working
too hard, he says). En route to Baton Rouge, La.,
where 1T am now, I visited Bro. Parks and wife at Nea-
sho, Mo., and talked over plans for some work there.
I am sorry I will not be able o hold their meeting this
fall, but promised to be with them in Qct. of '56. The
brethren in Baton Rouge have had a hard struggle,
meeting in the home, but we hope to secure a hall in
which to meet. I go next to Brookhaven, Miss., for a
few days, then to Shreveport for a check-up at the
hospital, and hope to preach a night or so while there.
By the time you read this, I should be at San Angelo
working with the Lake View congregation out in the
country where I grew up, obeyed the gospel, and be-
gan preaching among some of God's best people. May
God bless all His faithful ministers and may we all
labor to strengthen, build up, unite and establish the
churches wherever we go.

—

Homer L. King, P. Q. Box 333, Modesto, Californijs,
September 20.— En route from Missouri to Modesto;
Calif., we covered about three thousand miles via, g
Dakota, Wyo., Mont., Ida., Wash., and Oreg. We stop.
ped over with the little congregation in Kennewick,
Wash., for worship on Sunday, Aug. 28, and visiteg
with some of the members of Odell, Oreg., that nigy
and Monday. We arrived in Stockton, Calil., Aug. 30,
in time to take in part of the meeting, embracing the
Labor Day meeting, which we enjoyed. It was gogq
to see s0 many of our old-time friends from varioys
parts of Calif,, at that meeting. A very large crowq
was present. Due to a change in schedule of my work,
I did not go to Hayfork as was announced previousiy,
as a result of a burn out of one of the sawmills, leaving
some of the brethren there without jobs; forcing them
to seek employment elsewhere. Hence, I have heep

laboring some in Modesto and some in Manteca. Plans
are underway for me to assist in a meeting in Escalon,
beginning next Sunday night. The cause continues
to move forward with zeal in Modesto. Attendance at
all meetings is very, very good. After about 20 days in
Modesto in October, I am scheduled to begin a series
of meetings in Fresno (Orange Ave.), Oct. 21. We look
forward to meeting many of our brethren in that part.
Bro. Don MecCord recently did some preaching at Ceres
and Modesto, and we hear that it was very good, and
we believe the churches were profited by the sound
teaching. The churches need more of that kind of
teaching here and elsewhere. We are glad to inform
you that we have seen our beloved Bro. T. F. Thomas.
son, of Waterford, and he seemed to be in good health
for a man past 80. Too, Bro. C. H. Lee, of Lodi, for-
merly of Missouri, seems {o be in fair health. We are
glad these old veterans of the cross continue with us.
Pray for me and mine.

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., Sept. 14—
The debafe in Mills, Wyo., was to have started Aug.
23, but when I arrived the digressive preacher had al-
most backed out and by the time he decided to go
through with it, it was so late we had to wait until
Wed. night, and closed Sat. night. The digressives did
not attend too well after they saw he could not give
Bible for his practice. Bro. Corson has a good start
there, several digressives have accepted the Truth. If
any congregation can send help to Bro. Corson it will
be a good work because he is there with no congrega-
tion backing him, and has only been helped by about
two. The debate at LaGrange with John QO'Dowd be-
gan Tuesday night after I returned home. His brethren
here will never endorse him for another debate, in
fact, I understand they will never endorse anyone else
to debate their practice in LaGrange. I am to debate
him at his home congregation the last 4 nights of this
month. Following the debate, Bro. Ronny Wade preach-
ed a week for us. He is a fine young preacher. I am
now at Liberty, Ky. Crowds are good. Bro. Tom Mur-
phy is much help. They have a new meeting house
here and the congregation is growing. Bro. Murphy
now has more time for meetings so if you need him,
call him. T want to say amen to the things said about
leaving new fields too soon. Some brethren seem to
feel if they support a man 2 or 3 months in a mission
field he should be able to build up a strong congrega-
tion able to feed and defend itself, Brethren, it some-
times takes years for congregations to become that
strong. I feel that a preacher who is supported a year
in one place should be able to build up a congregation
strong enough to support him another year or so while
he trains up leaders and teachers able to keep the work
going, Bro. Corson was forced to leave the new congre-
gation in Md. too soon and disaster was the result. He
is now in Wyo., and unless we help him he will have
to leave there before he should. If we do not help, !
think we are falling down on our duty. We need to
put a preacher in each state where we have no faithful
church and support him a year or more. What are we
going to do about it?
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BUILDING UP THE CHURCH (IV)
By D. B. McCord
As was stated in the conclusion of our last in-
stallment, our article this time introduces the eldership
and its importance in building up the church. T am
sure that we are mutually agreed that a properly gual-
ified eldership is a great asset; an improperly qualified
one is a liability to the church and its lasting growth.

This subject, it seems, has been to some extent,
numbered among our “neglected gems of truth.” A
Bible subject and part of the gospel is our theme, so
it must be discreetly declared; it must be an important
theme or those men wielding the pen of inspiration
would not have spent time in discussing and writing
about it so exhaustively as they did. So, now we apply
ourselves to the task of studying the theme with you.

The names

There are various names divinely given to this
office. *“This is a true saying, If a man desire the
office of a bishop, he desireth a good work” (1 Tim.
3:1). Here, the elder is called a bishop. In certain
religious circles today, the word bishop designates one
man over several churches, so-called. Never was this
in the ancient order of things! Let it be remembered,
a plurality of bishops presided over one congregation
—not the other way around. i

“aAnd from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called
the elders of the church” (Acts 20:17). Frem this
passage, ample proof we have for calling this church
officer an elder, and ample proof, too, is afforded for
the practice of having more than one elder to one
churech. It is worthy of mention here, too, that the
very name of elder, in its strictest connotation, means
an older or elderly man; therefore, for that simple
reason, young men can not qualify.

«“Take heed therefore, unto yourselves and to the
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with His own blood" {Acts 20:28). Here,
the clder is termed an overscer, because he oversees
and watches over the flock.

In Paul’s first letter to Timothy (4:14), he men-
tioned “the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.”
The Emphatic Diaglott renders “the presbytery” the
eldership. It necessarily follows that if the body of
elders is called the eldership and one of that body is
calleé an elder, then the body of elders is called the

(Continued on page three)

INNOVATIONS IN RELIGION (IIT)
By Homer L. King

We cantinue our reasons for opposing innovations
in religion, although we may practice advantageously
innovations in things of human origin, since the Lord
has not legislated how we are to carry on our work
in the realm of human origin. We are often reminded
oy those who practice innovations in religion that
Christ and the apostles did not travel in automobiles
and other modern means, thus confusing the divine
with human things.

Dangers of Innovations

Among the dangers of innovations in religion we
offer you a few of them here. The adoption and prac-
tice of innovations leads to a loss of respect for God,
irreverence for God’s word, exalts the human above
the divine arrangement, exalts the carnal above the
spiritual; means departure from God; increases human
authority; adds to and takes from the word of God.
Therefore, to permit such changes in religion by man
must lead to its ultimate perversion and subversion,
Furthermore, wherever innovations are introduced into
the worship of the church of Christ, contention, aliena-
tion of fellowship. and ultimately open division in the
body of Christ is the awful result and the terrible
price to be paid. Paul speaks of those who do such
things in Rom. 16:17, 18, and he tells what should be
done with those who will not repent. Can it be possible
that some brethren love their human inventions better
than they love the unity for which our Savior so earnest-
ly prayed? (Jno. 17). Remove the innovations and the
contention for them, and the body of Christ will again
stand before the world and the Lord a united, strong,
influential institution, with power to again take the
world for Christ. Brother, will you not join us in this
much needed crusade to rid the church of humanisms,
thus restoring the apostolic teaching and practice?

The Law Of Limitation Prohibits Innovations

The introduction of innovations is not something
lhat we may or may not do, and still please Gaod—not
something permissible, but the Word of God prohibits
the use of them. See here: “Whosoever transgresseth
and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ. he hath
both the Father and the Son” (2 Jno. 9. It is ap-
parent to every honest heart, that according to the
above, the “doctrine of Christ” is our limitation, or
our confines. If we are to “abide in the doctrine of
Christ,” we cannot go beyond or outside of the doc-
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trine (teaching) of Christ for our teaching or prac-
tice. This will force us to abide by the things we
can read in the New Testament for the work and wor-
ship of the church, All of the innovations are outside
the doctrine of Christ, hence if we practice them, we
shall have to go outside the doctrine of Christ to get
them, and John says, “He that transgresseth and abideth
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.” Can we
afford to do it? .

Again: “All Scripture, given by inspiration of God,
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works”
(2 Tim. 3:16, 17). Here it is plainly stated that the
Holy Secriptures thoroughly furnish the man of God
unto all good works, but they do not furnish the in-
novations, for they are not mentioned in the Secrip-
tures; therefore they cannot be good works in the
sight of God. Brother, if the Scriptures do not furnish
the work you are doing, you had better give it up. Can
you read your practice in the New Testament Scriptures?
Are you engaging in “something new”-—newer than
the New Testament? If so, it must be an innovation,
and is therefore condemned.

Hear the apostle Peter: "“If any man speak, let
him speak as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11), That
js, If any man speak, let him speak as the Scriptures
speak, but where do the Scriptures speak of any of the
innovations troubling the church? Echo answers,
“Where?” The innovations are not in the “oracles of
God,” hence when any man contends for them, he is
not “speaking as the oracles of God.” If all would
speak as the oracles of God, we could have unity.

The above Scriptures and many others forbid any
changes in matters of divine arrangement. The law of
limitation disregarded by Christians, puts them be-
yond the pale of true Christianity. When we think
we can disregard the Seriptures we are deceiving our-
selves, and we shall have to give an account of such
disobedience, when we stand before the Great Judge in
judgment. If we conform to the above law of limita-
tion, we know that we shall have to abandon any claim
to human creeds, human names for the church or lts
members, denominational churches, human organiza-
tions or societies to do the work of the church, sprinkling
for baptism, religious observance of seasons. instru-
mental music in the worship, Sunday schools, cups in
the Communion, loaves in the Communion, the modern
pastor system wherein the evangelist is taken out of
his sphere to do the work of the elders, while the elders
become mere figure-heads, ete. All informed Bible
readers know the above mentioned things are not to
be found in the New Testament. Hence, we cannot
remain or abide in the “doctrine of Christ” (2 Jno. 9),
while contending for them. They are not in the
Scriptures which “furnish the man of God unio all
good works"” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17), hence not a good work.
Furthermore, they are not in the sacred “oracles of
God" (1 Pet. 4:11), therefore we cannot "speak as the
oracles of God,” when contending for them.

In view of the above truths, I appeal to my brethren
in the spirit of love and meekness, to abandon all in-
novations and to come back to the Bible in teaching
and practice, that we may, indeed and in truth, enjoy
the trangquil harmony and unity of the transcendent
blood bought church of our Lord! for “Behold how good
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in

unity”~David, May we head the pleading of Jehovay
to Israel as he said, “Stand ye in the ways, and sec,
and ask for the ‘Old Paths,” where is the good way,
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls”
(Jer. 6:16). Realizing, too, that the Lord has said,
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nheither are
your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heaveng
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa,
55:8. 9), and “there is a way that seemeth right unto
a man, but the end thereof are ways of death” (Prov.
14:12). Finally, for all cannot be written, in the lang.
vage of the poet, may we meditate and heed:

“Where is thy church, O Savior, where?” I heard
the cry, and then I heard:

“Here is my church, where men still dare to take
me at my word."

(A revised reprint of a sermon in “Old Paths Pulpit”
by the writer)

TIMELY SUGGESTIONS

Save the family. In the fifth chapter of Mark we
see one of the greatest miracles of Chrisis' time per.
formed. A man possessed of the legion of devils. This
man could not be handled; they could not keep him
clothed, tied, nor tamed. But Jesus commanded the
unclean spirits to came out of him and they did and
entered into the large herd of swine. When the keepers
of the swine went into the city and told what had
happened, and when the people came out to see what
had happened, they found the man out of whom the
Lord had cast the legion of Devils, “sifting, and clothed,
and in his right mind.” Now, a thought here: Christ
will cause people to be quiet, wear clothes, use good
sense.

But when Jesus was departing out of the country
of the Gadarrenes, this man sought to go with him,
But “Jesus suffered him not, but saith unte him, Go
home to thy friends, and tell them how great things
the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion
on thee’—verse 19.

1 feel sure that it was not that the Lord could not
have used this man with Him. But, the Lord seemed
to ‘realize that some men can do more good at home
than they can by trying to do so much going. This
man “began io publish in Decapolis {his home) how
great things Jesus had done for him: And all men did
marvel.” Verse 20.

It has always seemed to me that I should first
try to save those who were necarest and dearest 1o me.
I have felt that if 1 was really what I should be, my
wife and children would have confidence in me: they
know me better than anyone else in the world, and if
1 cannot influence them I wwould feel embarrassed 1o
try te influence anyone else. There is no way of telling
how much good ihis man did right there in the country
where they did not want Jesus 1o stay!

1 do not recall any great work that the Apostle
Andrew ever did except for this one thing mentioned in
John 1:41, “He first findeth his own brother, Simon,
and saith unto him, we have found the Messiah, which
is, being interpreted, the Christ. V. 42, And he brought
him to Jesus.” It would seem only natural that Simon
(Peter) would believe his own brother. And if Andrew
never did lead anyone else to the Christ he did a won-
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derful work here, for Peter was one of the gutstanding
Apostles.

Noah converted his own family (1 Pet. 3:20). And
yet, this Noah was a wonderful man of Ged, and a
great deal is said of him in both the 01d and the New
Testament., “By faith Noah, being warned of God of
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an
ark to the saving of his house” (Heb. 11:7).

Suggestion: Convert your brother, your near friend,
your child, your companion. Don't neglect these while
trying to save those far away.

There is one good lesson that we should be able to
learn from the Catholics: They work close home; they
convert their family to the Catholic religion. I have
known brethren in the church who could stand on a
street corner and argue Scripture for half a day, with
some old hard-head, that they know they will never
convert, and who never take the time to read a chapter.
or two to their children. I have known those who
would make “great sacrifices” to cross three or four
states ta preach the Gaspel, but did not make provision
for their families to go to worship on Lord’s day!

Suggestion: Save your children.

The glory of uncut hair, In the eleventh chapter
of the first Corinthian letter, the Apostle “spells it out,”
so to speak, the relationship between God, Christ, Man,
and Woman. He shows that the woman, in attestation
of the fact that she is in submission to her husbang,
must have “power on her head because of the Angels,”
and that with this covering of her head, she can go to
God, thru Christ, in prayer and her teaching—that is,
she is subject to Christ and not to her husband in these
things. And Paul says that “her hair is given her for
a covering,” verse 15. The original shows this to be
long, natural, uncut hair and states that this long
hair is given to her instead of a covering. Now, if one
is to have milk instead of coffce, and they do not get
the milk, they don't have either. Even so: if the
uncut hair is given to women instead of a covering
and she does not have the uncut hair, then she is
shamefully uncovered.

Some one argued that it does not say that it is a
sin for a woman to have short hair—just a “shame.”
Well, “It is a shame for women to speak in the church”
(1 Cor. 14:35). This word shame, means “un-becoming,
coarse, indecorus, indecent’—Web. That is bad enough.

“But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to
her: for her hair is given her for a covering' (1 Cor,
11:15). "To them who by patient continuance in well
doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal
life” (Rom. 2:7). It seems to me that if etemnal life
is mixed up in this, and that we are to seek for glory”
that the sisters should want their hair to grow as lohg
as it will—seeing that the lonrg hair is a glory to them.

Final Suggestion: Sister, don't cut off your halr;
you might miss Heaven. —Homer A. Gay.

BUILDING UP THE CHURCH (IV)—

(Continued from page one)
presbytery, too, one of that body is simply & presbyter
—another name for the elder,

Lastly, as to appellatives, pastor is also a serip-
turally authorized term. When pastor is used today in
religion to refer to any other than a seripturally qual-
ified elder, it is a misnomer. So, summarily, an elder

may also be called a presbyter, an overseer, a bishop,
or a pastor.
A desire

“if a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth
a good worlk” (1 Tim. 3:1). The waord desire, as is used
in this text, literally means “to stretch forward to.”
It follows, does it not, that for a man to be an elder,
he must desire the responsibility. That man should
not wait until he is old to have that desire, for more
than desire is the qualification. The flame of desire
should be kindled early in the heart of man, that he
may in time possess the other requirements, which are
not obtained in a short length of time.

We are taught in this verse, too, that the eldership
is a “pood work." The word from which we have good
in this verse has also been translated excellent, noble.
These words add to the incentive from which springs
the desire for the office, do they not? Who is he who
does not like to be found doing a goad, noble, excellent
wark?

The Qualifications

When Paul delineated the qualifications for this
office in his letters to Timathy and Titus, he used the
word must, which is a word that has always anad still
is denotative of being obliged, necessary. 8o, it is not
stated that the elder should, would, could, can be qual-
ified, but he must possess the qualifications. Too, the
tense of the verb—~be, as is used by Paul, in these
letters, is present—so, that forever settles the erroneous
“cart before the horse” idea that a man be appointed
and then qualify at some future time. He must be
qualified at the time he is appointed, or else he is no
elder,

In the letter to Titus, Paul used another forceful,
yet minute word—the word if. Paul did not instruct
Titus to go to Crete and ordain elders in every city
regardless, but he was told to do that, if there were
men who qualified; so, again this one specification
forever settles the idea that it is alright to appoint
the best, regardless of qualifications; such an idea
as that was born of the mind of man, not of the mind
of God.

In next month's installment, the Lord willing, we
shall consider the qualifications vertabim according
to the King James Version, comparing, where we deem
good for purposes of clarification, with the Revised
Standard and the Emphatic Diaglott.

—Covina, Calif.

The battle against evil is difficult, not se much
because of the action required, but because of the en-
durance necessary to achieve victory.

Late repentance is seldom true; but true repent-
ence is never too late.

Knowing your limitations is the first step toward
overcoming them.

Some people can hold a horse better than they can
their tongue.

“Other people's troubles are never as bad as ours
but their children are always a lot worse.”

Idleness is an altar upon which we sacrifice our
time.
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BOB SAVAGE GIVES UP INDIVIDUAL CUPS

For the past four years I have been doing evangel-
istic work among the brethren who defend the in-
dividual cups but who reject the Sunday School heresy.
Much of this work was what I consider to be the purest
form of evangelistic work., mission work. I have also
become experienced in meeting work. I have done
some debating. Also I have taught singing schools
and trained brethren in the fundamentals of public
teaching. I am twenty three years old, married, and
expecting 10 be come a father in November of this year.

1 first became disturbed on the matter of individual
communion cups when I attended a debate on that sub-
ject in Oklahoma City during the spring of 1952. The
debate was between Bro. J. Ervin Waters and Bro. Van
Bonneau. Since that time I have been in contact in-
termittently with Bro. Waters, who has helped me a
great deal in my study of the issue. Recently, while
in a meeting near Texarkana in Arkansas, I met Bro.
Jimmy Shaw who also helped me io corme to the con-
clusion which I have now seitled upon—only one con-
tainer is to be used in the distribution of the drink
element of the communion. Likewise, I have concluded
that an undivided 1loaf is to be used in the communion
which each communicant breaks for himself.

I want very much to continue in evangelistic work.
I feel that by now I am trained to the extent that I
can be a useful servant in the Master’s Vineyard. I
want to be in the work full time if the brotherhood
would like to use me. I ask the prayers of the faithful
in behalf of my wife and myself. May God forgive
me for my long hesitancy.

—Bob Savage,
1435-F East Calif. Ave.
Glendale, Calif,
COMMENT

The above wards from an honest and good heart
thrill me to the depths of my being. Bob Savage looked
into the perfect law of liberty without a veil over his
heart but with an intense yearning for truth and be-
held that truth. The sword which we have wielded in
controversy has not been wielded in vain. Bob joins
a host of others who have broken away, and who are
breaking away, from the ranks of the innovationists.
Interest in a restoration of primitive Christianity is
moeunting. Let us gird up our loins and with renewed
courage and vigor prosecute the battle.

Bob Savage has been in contact with me irregularly

for three years. He saw at the debate in OKklahama
City that Van Bonneau was depending too much on
shrewd sophistry. Ie studied the issues intensely all
summer and tried many of our arguments on others.
He found that they could not successfully answer them,
Other cups preachers failed. He corresponded with me
at length but a point or two still bothered him. To
his credit T will say that he wanted to be honest about
the maltter. Three years have passed. Recently, as
he reports, in a meeting near Texarkana Jimmy Shaw
and he engaged in private talks. Bob reports that
Jimmy took away from him his last remaining argu-
menl.  Jimmy tells me that he heard Bob preach
three excellent sermons in this meeting. Bob wrote
me after this and posed a question about the bread
breaking issue. I answered and now he comes all the
way.

Bob Savage appears to he a young man of con-
siderable talent and ability. He debated a.Sunday
School preacher in Tennessee recentlv. He is exper-
ienced in singing. He has done much personal waork
and mission work. We need preachers. Well, here is
one already trained for the job and who is conversant
with disputed issues troubling the cause.

Are we ready to prove that we are sincere in want-
ing to convert preachers from error by using and sup-
porting them when they change? I urge the brother.
hood to write letters of encouragement to Bob Savage.
I urge congregations to book him for meetings. How
about sgeezing in an extra meeting or some extra
work to help him get established in the field? This
would be easy. How about booking him for some
mission woark?

I quote the following from one of his letters: “I
would definitely like to do full time evangelistic work.
To my way of thinking personal work in mission points
is an integral part of such work. We are expecting our
first-born in about five weeks (Soon after you receive
this paper—IJ. E. W.). So we are unable to do any ex-
tensive traveling now and prohably won't be able to do
any for a few months—say, until January or Iebruary.
I would welcome with great joy mission work in this
area until we are able to travel, or longer, if need be.
But I long to be of service in the Master's Vineyard
wherever He may need me.”

Will the California brethren take notice of this?
Can you use him this winter and spring at least? Be-
fore this change his work had been slacking up among
the cups brethren. Hear Bob again: “I haven’'t been
very busy since I began to talk my problems on the
cup question with some of the learned brethren. Some-
how word gets scattered to the ends of earth—so they
didn't trust me. Since falling out of favor to some
extent, I have done mission work most of the time and
have trained myself fairly thoroughly in daing per-
sonal work. Some aof this time I have partially sup-
ported myself.”

May God bless him and his family. We welcome
them and we need them in the work, May Bob’s years
be fruitful and many in the Lord’s work. And may
brethren arise to the occasion with incouragement and
support. —J. Ervin Waters.

IN REFERENCE TO BOB SAVAGE
Yesterday, several of us in this part, had the priv-
ilege of meeting Bob Savage. We, in southern Cali-
fornia, are doing out best, we trust, to extend to him
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and his wife, Wanda, a cordial welcome to pur ranks.

Last evening, he preached at Covina. He has a
good delivery; he is well groomed and well poised
in the pulpit; he approaches, attacks and concludes
his sermons logically and well. It is his desire to be
in the field full time, and we hope such can soon
be brought about.

The following are my reasons for believing that
Bob’s change on the ecommunion, the cups question in
particular, is a lasting one: (1) He did not make the
change impulsively. He studied the question for three
years, almost as long as he has been preaching, ac-
cording to his own statement. (2) He had to leave the
members of his father's house (which is not easy to do)
in making the change. (3) Too, he had to leave the
men, at whose feet he had been trained to preach. There
are friends, too, who will likely not find within their
hearts to be the samc as they once were.

May God bless Bob Savage and his. Mayv he al-
ways be humble, kind and as truth-loving as he ap-
pears now to be is our hape, our prayer.

—D. B. McCord.

THEY ARE COMING TO THE TRUTH

We rejoice beyond words to express it that Brother
Savage, a young gospel preacher of note and ability,
according to reports, has given up the cups, and is tak-
ing an open stand for the simple New Testament wor.,
ship. We thank God and take courage as we consider
this with the others reported in this issue of the OPA.
Here is our hand, Bro. Savage, as we welcome you into
our ranks. May God bless your labors and may your
hands he held up as you go forth to labor,

J. T. Covington, Forth Worth, Texas, takes stand.
Here is what Bro. E. R. Coombes, of Ft. Worth, has to
say about him:

“Bro. J. T. Covington, who has been preaching for
the cups congregations, is very able and now is sound
in the faith. We did not change him; he had al-
ready discovered the error and came to us, when he
hearda of the true chureh here.”

L. G. Butler, Thomas. Okla.—Bro. Leon Fancher
says: “I enjoyed meeting Bro. L. G. Butler, a preacher,
who recently took his stand against cups and classes.
He preached once during the meeting at Thomas, and
he is a fine speaker.”

A Baptist Preacher, Jexico, Miss.—Bro. Robert Adams
(colored) reports that Bro. Jim Canfield (colored) bap-
tized a Baptist preacher in their meeting, and that he
is now doing some public teaching for them.

W. E. Joslin, Granby, Missouri, writes me for a sam-
ple copy of the OPA, and after receiving it, writes as
follows:

“I am tired of this class system of teaching, women
speaking in the assemblies, cups, and other innova-
tions of men. We hape 1o locate a family or two in or
near Diamond, Granby, or Sarcoxie, with whom to meet
for worship.”

The abave results of various efforts should stimu-
late activity on the part of all, for we can now see that
we labor not in vain. May the number, who join the
crusade against the encroachment of innovations into
the work and worship of the church of our Lord, be mul-
tiplied greatly. —Homer L. King.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR FOREIGN
SUBSCRIPTIONS

Qur many thanks for the following donations to
this worthy cause, As we said before, whatever is do-
nated above the required amount to renew all for one
year, will be used to extend that many for two years
and to cover the cost of sending 30 copies of the OPA
to Africa for distribution by three of the preachers in
that mission effort, where Bro. Paul Nichols labored.
Note the following:

A Missouri brother—S10.00; E. A. Hendrix—85.00;
Mrs. Geo. Wright—$1.00; W. A. Macy—81.00; Total—
$17.00; Previously reported — $138.50; Total-—§155.50.

H. L. K.

MILLER-SLOAN DEBATE CALLED OFF
As we go to press, word from Brethren Miller and
Catherman is to the effect that for the present, at least,
the proposed debate at Frostburg, Md., will nat be con-
ducted on the date previously announced. Possibly,
there will be a fuller account later. —H. L. K.

OUR HELPERS

Below, you will find the names of those who have
sent us subscriptions from Sept. 20 to Oct. 20, and the
number of subs. they sent. We appreciate the nice
list of subs. this month and ask that you keep working
for the paper. Please, check the following list and re-
port any errors to us:

J. W. McKeand—13; Homer A. Gay—13; A brother
in Mo.—10; Robert Falvey—10; J. Ervin Waters—9; Bre-
thren at Huntington, W. Va.—7; Ellen Mc¢Gownd—&6;
Homer L. King—5; E. A, Hendrix—5; Ray Smith—4;
Miles King—4; C. R. Nelson—3; James R. Stewart—3;
I. B. Carter~—3; L. A. Shipley—3; H. 4, Sifford—2; EQ-
win 8. Morris—2; V. W. Mullican—2; A. J. Mason—2;
Mrs. Geo. Wright—2; A. W. Fenter—2; Ronny Wade—
2; Mrs. Ray Pafford—2; Raymond Lindsey—2; A. Cope-
land—2; W. A. Macy—2; J. F. Cobbs—2; A. H. Bull—
2 Oscar Alexander—2; Bennie Cryer—2; Granville Ma-
hurin~—1; Robert Adams—1; G. C. Holloway—1; Jimmy
Shaw—1; Jim Canfield—1; Larry Robertson—1; E. H.
Miller—1; R. D. Phillips—1; Mrs. Woodard Clouse—1;
B. B. Cayson—1; Mrs. L. M. Pond—1; Alvin Wooton—1;
Buddy Frye—I1; Algene Stalcup—1; W. E, Joslin—1; C.
W. VanStavern—1; Mrs. Houston Weeks—1; I. L. Davis
—1; J. C. Fry—1; Howard King—1; Obera Perry—1;
John Carter—1; E. M. Huguley—1; Darlene Johnson—1;
Total—152,

DISPUTES EVOLUTION

(The following is copied from the newspaper, The
Modesto Bee, from the letters to the editor).

Editor of the Bee— Sir: Evolutionists at one time
held strangc ideas about spontaneous generation of
life but new knowledge has forced them to abandon
such theories. They claimed characteristics acguired
from environment were passed on to offspring but had
to relinquish this attractive theory when modern ge-
netics proved such were uninheritable.

If science allowed itself to be stripped of these
past contentions its theory of evolution would be bank-
rupt. So propagandizing evolutionists still offer false-
hoods as fodder for a gullible and uninformed world.

During June, 1952, in New York City and interna-
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tional symposium on anthropology was held and in re-
porting on one session the New York Times of June 12,
headlined their conclusion as Evolution Of Body Is
Declared At End.

It is very convenient for evolutionists to declare
that evolution has ended. They do not have to show
it taking place now. They are not embarrassed by
their inability to show it in operation.

The science of archaeology contradicts instead of
supports evolution. Recent archaeological discoveries
in the land of Egypt revealed no evidence (o support
the evolutionary school of thought.

More than this, the doctrine that man began with
a brutish intellect and gradually developed his
high and peculiar culture is refuted by the evidences
from this country. In fact, the contrary is strikingly
the case.

Instead of proving a process of evolution, the his-
tory of man as found in the archaeclogy of Egypt is
a consistent record of degeneration. Sayce, one of the
oldest archaeologists in the history of that great science,
expressed his wonder and amazement at the high stage
of culture met with in the very earliest records of the
Egyptian people.

It must not be presumed that this condition is
unique in Egypt, or peculiar to any one race or country.
The same queer discrepancy between the fallacious
theories of the philosophy of organic evolution and the
facts of human history is observed wherever archaeol-
agy has been able to hold the torch of discovery over a
given area. —David S. Tennent, Redding, Calif.

HE LIKES ARTICLES

I especially liked your *suggestion” — “when you
run out of sermons try just preaching the word.” 1
have often wondered why more teachers did not do just
that instead of trying to cover a field that is entirely
too large for them. The Holy Scriptures are a pretty
good outline, if studied by themselves, I have always
thought.

I would also like to say Amen to Bro. Don McCord
for his “Building Up The Church” (No. 2). Wisely
said, brother, wisely said. A New Testament case par-
alelling Don’s example of Abraham and Lot, to some
extent, though not free from sharpness, is Paul and
Barnabas when they split over taking with them John
Mark. Result: Two new parties that were compatible
were formed and a double benefit to the Lord's cause
came about (Acts 15).

Quite commonly teday, a case of that kind would
be ‘“settled” by announcing to the world (at least to
the brotherhood) that so and so was no longer fit for
fellowsaipping and from henceforth all the brother-

hood should abide by “my"” or *“our” decision. Will
worship! Good writing, brethren; Keep it up.
—K. G. Wilks.

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY
Church directories are still being returned to me
occasionally with the notation “insufficient address.”
I would like very much to get the directories to you
when you order, so please be sure to give correct mail-
ing address. If you have not received your directory
please write me so I can forward it to you.
The following additions may be made in your di-
rectory:
Neosho, Mo,~Grant and Young Streets, Lord’s day

at 10:30 A. M. and 8:00 P. M. Contact J. W. Parks, 712
Harmony, Neosho, Mo. Phone 233.

Thomas, Okla.—124 West Broadway St., in the old
post office building. Lord’s day at 10:30 A. M. and
8:00 P. M., and Wednesday evenings at 8:00 P. M. Con-
tact Dan Sexton, Box 173, Thomas, OKla.

If there are any changes in location of your place
of worship please let me know so I can give notice of it
in this column. If you move and do not let the con-
gregaiions know about it, you may cause someone to
miss worship, This has happened before.

Church directories are still for sale at 35¢ each or
3 for §1.00. Send your orders to: Ray Asplin, 1420 5.W.
56th St., Oklahoma City 9, Okla.

MY POSITION ON CARNAL WARFARE

I cannot participate in military service in any form,
directly or indirectly, in combatant or noncombatant
service, because:

L. My duty ana obligation to my God is superior to
all other obligations (Matt. 22:37; Matt. 6:33; Acts
5:29),

2. My God in the Bible forbids that T engage in carnal
warfare in the following references:

“Put up thy sward,” “For all they that take the sword
shall perish with the sword” (Matt. 26:52)—Jesus.

“My Kingdom is not of this world” (Jno. 18:36).

"“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal” (2
Cor. 10:3, 4).

""Love your enemies” (Matt. 3:44); “Turn the other
cheek” (Matt, 5:39).

“Recompense to no man evil for evil” (Rom. 12:17).

3. To enter any military branch or service. comba-
tant or noncombatant, I would be compelled to "swear”
(take an oath), but the Bible forbids that I do so
(“Swear not at all”-—Jesus, Matt. 5:34).

4. To enter any military service I would be compelled
to be yoked with unbelievers, which is forbidd=n-—"Be
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers’ (2 Cor.
6:14).

5. To be in any branch of military service in any
way, I would be a part of the organization and would
therefore have fellowship in the service, but such is
prohibited; thus: “Have no fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them”
(Eph. 5:11).

6. To serve in any way in the military service, [
would be deprived of obeying the command to assem-
ble on Lord's day to worship God in the Bible way, a
least part of the time, hence would disobey God {Heb.
10:25; Acts 1 Cor. 16:1, 2).

Therefore, I cannot conscientiously engage in carnal
war in any form or branch, and for the above reasons,
I authorize 1ny name to be listed in support of the
above principles.

—Bob Savage, 1435-F East Calif. Ave.,, Glendale, Calif:

on..
e by

LORD GIVE US RATTLESNAKES

Once upon a time there was a family of wayward
church members, who had once been active, but had
lost all interest and had fallen away. There was the
father and three sons, Jim, John, and Sam. The elders
had talked to them about their lost condition, the
preacher had visited them and many of the brethren
had tried to get them to come back to church; but all
this did not seem to do the least bit of good. One day
when the boys were out in the pasture, a large rattle-



Navember 1, 1955

OLD PATHS ADVOCATE

Page Seven

snake bit John and he became very ill. The physician
was called, and after an examination he pronounced
John to be in a very critical condition. Said he, “Abaut
all you can do now is pray.” The father called ithe
preacher and told him of John's condition. He asked
him to pray for John's recovery and this was his pray-
er: “Oh wise and righteous Father we thank thee for
thou hast in thy wisdom sent this rattlesnake to bite
John, in order to bring him to his senses. He has not
been inside the church house for years, and it is doubt-
ful that he has in all that time felt the need of prayers.
Now we trust that this will prove a valuable lesson to
him, and that it will lead him to genuine repentance.
And now, Oh Father, will thou send another to bite
Sam, and another to bite Jim, and another Big One to
bite the old man? We have all been doing everything
we knew far years to restore them, but to no avail. It
seemns, therefare, that all our combined efforts could
not do what this snake has done. We thus conclude
that the only thing left that will do this family good is
rattlesnakes: So, Lord send us bigger and better rat-
tlesnakes. In the name of Jesus we pray.”

(Selected by John Reynolds from Gospel Digest).

TEXAS NEW YEAR MEETING
The New Year meeting in Texas this year will be
at the Lakeview congregation in San Angelo. Bro.
Homer A. Gay will be with us. We hope to spend the
day in good gospel singing and teaching, using as
many preachers and teachers as we have with us.
Free lunch will be served at the school cafeteria
across from the church building. We take this op-
portunity to invite you all to be with us. We pray
brotherly love and harmony will prevail as in previous
meetings of this kind.
—J. C. Miller.
* ¥
OKLAHOMA NEW YEAR MEETING
The New Year meeting in Oklahoma, will be at
Ada, Dee. 22 Jan. 1, and Bro. Lynwood Smith will be
preaching for us. This is usually called the meeting
for the boys and they can contact Bro. Smith for the
exact dates. —Jeff Cantrell.

IN APPRECIATION
We wish to express our gratitude to everyonc for
the kind words and deeds during the illness and
death of our dear sister, mother, and aunt. We are
also thankful for the friends who prepared and served
food during that time.
—Bun, Ruth, and Jack Bridges, Mrs. Rachel Rogers,
Mr. and Mrs. Denzel Lee, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. W. Lee,
and Mr. Ellisan Lee.

OUR DEPARTED

Mayes—Boyde L. Mayes was born in Young Coun-
ty, Tex., April 13, 1900, and spent his entire youth in
the Murray community. Aug. 12, 1923, he was mar-
ried to Lois Bryant of Graham, Tex., and their early
married life was spent at Graham and Wichita Falls
before moving to Cleburne then to Ft. Worth, in 1950
where he resided at the time of his death. Bro. Mayes
obeyed the gospel in Newecastle, Aug. 1939, and con-
tinued faithful. During his 3 months illness, he spent
much time with his Bible. He is survived by his wife;
3 sons, Kenneth, Abilene, Tex., Eugene, Ft. Worth,
Tex., and Melvin, Pueblo, Colo.; a daughter, Anice

Gayle, Ft. Worth; 3 grand children; 2 brothers; 4
sisters; and a number of close relatives and friends.
—Larry Robertson
Young—Sister Dora Elizabeth Young, a native of
Jacksboro, Tex., died Sept. 11, 1955, at the age of 72
years. Sister Young, a daughter of the late Mr. and
Mrs. J. D. Miller of Jacksboro, was married to Henry
Young, Sept. 9, 1900, at Atoka, Okla., moving to Calif,,
about 36 years ago, They lived in Tipton and later in
Woodlake, Calif. She was a member of the Woodlake
church of Christ. She is survived by her husband; 8
children, Mrs. Ruth Goins, Woodlake, Calif., Jason Ira,
Hollis Ray, Vester Lee, Frank Dee, Nalan, Gladys
Shores, and Pearl Grisham, of Oklahoma; 28 grand
children, and 20 great grandchildren. Funeral ser-
vices were conducted from Brooks Funeral Chapel at
Woodlake, Calif. The writer officiated.
—John L. Reynolds.

Smith—Bra. L. J. (Lush) Smith was born Sept. 7,
1885 in Lincoln County, Miss., and departed this life
Sept. 16, 1955, at the age of 70 years, 1 week, and 2
days of age. The end came after a prolonged illness.
Jan. 11, 1919, he was married to Mrs. Lela Hoggatt
Fortenberry. To this union 4 children were born, all
except one remain to mourn his passing., They are:
Mrs. Grafton Smith, Mrs, Bracy Smith, and Allen
Smith, all of Brookhaven, Miss. His wife, one step-
san, Harry Fortenberry, 13 grandchildren, 3 brothers,
3 sisters, and a host of friends and relatives also sur-
vive. He obeyed the gospel in 1933 under the preach-
ing of Bro. J. D. Phillips and was a member of the
New Salem congregation. It was there his body was
laid to rest. Bro. Homer A. Gay delivered the funeral
aration, assisted by the writer. To the family, we ex-
press again our deep and heartfelt sympathy.

—M. Lynwood Smith.

DO WE HAVE A HUMAN CREED?

Brother King, the cups brethren in this part are
telling that we have a creed, telling us what to preach
and to believe. They say that all eur brethren signed
that creed, and that our headquarters is in Oklahoma.
They say our names are in our own handwriting, etc.
We know this is false, and we take this means of let-
ting all who may have heard that report know that
there is no truth in such reports. Now there is a simple
way to put this to the test. If such a creed exists, they
must have some copies of it, or perhaps the original.
So, we demand that they produce that creed so that
we all may sece it. They should either produce the
goads or stop the misrepresentations. Please, send
that creed to the undersigned.

—J. W. McKeand, Ceredo, W. Va.

Comment: We join Bro, McKeand in demanding a
copy of the so-called creed. Now if all our brethren
signed it, then surely all our brethren should know
about it, and may I ask this favor: If any aone of you
signed it (I do not ask for all), please write us and
give us a copy of it. The report that all signed it, I
know is false, for here is one man who did not sign it.

—H., L. K.

OUR WORSHIP, APOSTOLIC
This last summer, while this writer was in a series
of meetings in Dallas, a lady passed on to him what
he might call a “ray of the light of encouragement.”
I shall not soon forget it. Passing this “ray of light”
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on to the readers of this journal is the purpose of this
brief installment.

This lady, of whom I speak, was visiting in Dallas.
She attended almost every night of a 10-day series
and worshipped with us on the Lord's Day. She was
attentive, discreet, kind, humble and friendly—still
quite agile for her years. She had passed her three
score and ten milestone; she had retired in 1952 after
50 years as a puhlic school teacher; she was added to
the church over one half century ago, in fact almost
6 decades ago. All of these qualities and more made
her an adorable person. One night, after services as
she was leaving, she related to me the following, in
effect: "“Today, 1 wrote to a girlhood friend of mine
and told her how I had been enjoying myself going
to church here. 1 told her that a more friendly church
I had never found, and especially did I mention the
worship, and in particular the communion — simple,
scriptural and that a more apostolic warship could not
be found in this day and time.”

Well, such a concession made by a person such as
she, who can remember well years before the advent
of the innovations and all the problems they have
posed, is worth the pondering of all in our brotherhood,
it matters not of what “persuasion” they may be.

—D, B. McCord.

THE AFRICAN WORK
By Paul O. Nichols

The reports from Africa every month are very fav-
orable. I just wish it were possible for the brethren
over here to realize just how hard some of our African
preachers are working to save souls, and just how great
are the results. Some of them go in worn and ragged
clothes in order to use what little support they get to
preach to the lost. Brother Severe suggested to omne
of them that he spare some pennies for some clothes.
He replied, “I prefer to go naked than to stop saving
my people for Christ.” I wonder how many Christians
here in the States have such a desire and determina-
tion to save souls. Not many!

I have recently learned of an African preacher in
Nigeria, West Africa. He is affiliated with the Sunday
School church of Christ, and is being supported by
them. But it might be possible that he could be taught
the truth. He is quite a worker. He baptized more
than 2000 people in just a few weeks.

Thanks again to all that are having a part in sup-
porting the Gospel in Africa,

Donations: Wichita Falls, Tex. (6th St.) $10.00 for
support and $25.00 for duty on clothing sent by them;
Ada, Okla.—830.00; Corcoran, Calif.—$30.00; Washing-
ton, Okla.—§20.00; Lawrenceburg, Tenn.—340; Siskiyou,
Calif.—8§50.00; Stockton, Calif.—$20.00; Merced, Calif.—
$10.00; Armona, Calif.—$10.00; Brother L. I. Gibbs,
Huntington, Park, Calif.-—$10.00.

THE WORK IN TULARE, CALIFORNIA
By John L. Reynolds

Some time ago, Bro. Ernie Lewis, of Armona, lo-
cated an abandoned church building on Sacramento
and Kern Streets. He talked to Bro. A. M. Vincent who
lived near by and as it happened, Bro. Vincent was well
acquainted with the man who owned the house, so
they went to see the man and rented the building. Bra.
Lewis lacated several brethren in and near Tulare, and

started the true worship the following lLord's day. La-
ter, Bro. A. J. Mason went down and did quite a lot of
persanal work, he and I following it with a two weeks
meeting. The results were, one man confessed his
faults and three took their stand with us, confessing
they had been working wilh the wrong people. I have
arranged to work with them for at least one month,
and, too, Brethren Jim Russell and Ernie Lewis are
planning on conducting a series of meetings there
sometime in ithe near future. The prospects look good
to me.

Bro. Ernie Lewis is to be commended for his zeal
and work in the church. He holds down a job and
preaches on the side. I know of no young man doing
more than he is for the cause of Christ. He has bap-
tized eight in the last year, some of them his next
door neighbors. 1 wish more of our young preachers
would establish themselves some place, labour with
their hands as Paul of old (Acts 20:34; 1 Thess. 2:9).
If they should do that, [ feel sure the Church would
take on new growth. ~—Ceres, Calif.

J. W. McKeand, 801 Main, Ceredo, W. Va., Oct. 13.—
We are having good attendance and look forward to
higher and better things in the future.

V. W. Mullican, Rte. 1, Vian, Okla., Sept. 19.—We
enjoyed hearing Bro. Waters at Tucker, Sept. 6. Bro.
King, we would like to hear you preach again.

J. B. Carter, Rte. 1, Box 181, Ardmore, Okla., Sepl.
189.—I have preached fwice at Marietta and twice at
Dougherty, Okla. I have enjoyed hearing Bro. Ivey
the past two weeks at Marietta.

R. D. Phillips, Box 187, Boynton, QOkla. Oct. 18.—
We are getting along fine with good crowds each Lord's
day. We are trying to get a preacher to be with us
twice each month during the winter months, Here is
a sub.

J. F. Cobbs, Box 25, Spring Hill, W. Va.,, Oct. 4.—
The church at Spring Hill is doing fine. Bro. Fred
Kirbo held a good meeting for us in July. He did
some wonderful preaching and crowds were excellent.
He is to be with us next year for another meeting.
Here are 2 subs.

W. S. Cummings, Box 135, Davis, Okla., Sept. 23.—
We had a fine meeting at Dougherty, with 4 baptisms,
and 5 canfessed faults. It was the best meeting I have
attended in a Jong time, We had been having but one
service each week but are now having 3 services with
good attendance.

E. R. Stephens, 414 New York St., Huntington, W.
Va., Sept. 27.—The church is progressing and I am
happy to be able to help surrounding congregations.
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I go to Beckley the first Lord‘s day of each month, alsg
to St. Albans, Twelve Pale, and 18th St., when I am

called. 1 rejoice to read of good being done in other
sections.

Burnice Weeks, Kinston, Ala., Oct. 6.—Since my.
last report 1 have preached one or more times at the
following places: Lowery, Ala.,, my home church, Mt.
Pleasant, and Panama City, Fla. At the latter place two
came forward for baptism and four confessed faults.
We need to do more and say less. Please pray for me.

B. B. Cayson, 1993 Pt. Church Rd., Memphis, Tenn.,
Sept. 19.—The church here is doing fairly well. The
brethren have decided some personal work is needed
here and we feel much good c¢ould be accomplished.
If any of the faithful brethren would like to work with
this congregation for a perior of 9 to 12 months or as
long as it takes to build up the Cause, please contact
me. We enjoy the OPA.

Carl N. Nichols, 849 Wileox, Hollywood 33, Calif,,
Oct. 10.—The church at Siskivou is getting along fine
and planning on some mission work soon. We rejoice
that Bro. Bob Savage and wife have taken their stand
for the Truth. He was with us Lord's day and made a
public statement. We feel he will be a great help to
the Cause.

Raymond Lindsey, Rte. 1, Washington, Okla., Sept.
23.~The church here is doing fine, interest is good and
peace prevails. Bro. Jack Cutter gave us two wonder-
ful sermons, Sept. 18, Bro. John Smith was here for
the evening service and was a great help in the sing.
ing. May God bless those who preach the gospel of
Christ. I enjoy the OPA very much, here are 2 subs.

Fred Lambert, P. O. Box 1273, Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
Oct. 11.—~We continue to meet in the home of Bro.
Bryant at 916 North West 7th Terrace in Ft. Lauderdale
with servieces Lord’s day morning at 10:45 A. M. and
evening at 7:30. We would appreciate brethren coming
by and worshipping with us. It would be so encourag-
ing. Pray for us that God may give us strength to
carry on.

Gayland L. Osburn, 303214 Carmel St., Los Angeles
65. Calif., Oct. 17.—Sept. 18, 25, Oct. 2, and 16, I preached
at Seattle, Wash., and Oct. 9, assisted with the teach-
ing there. Donations for Work in this Part: Church,
Seattle, Wash.—8$49.00; Church, Odell, Oreg.—$100.00;
Church, Kennewilck, Wash.—830.00. We are thankful
for these blessings.

Paul Mackey, 308 Woods Ave, Flemington, Pa.,
Oct. 15.—Since last reporting, I have preached on week
ends at Ada, Okla.; Temple, McGregor, and Waco,
(Rose St.), Tex.; Lawrenceburg, (Frank S5t.), Tenn.;
and Love Joy, Pa. I am now with Bro. Waters in a
meeting at my home congregation in Flemington. There
have been 2 baptisms thus far. Oct. 16-22, we are to
be at LeContes Mills, Pa.

E. R. Coombes, 2612 N. W. 27th, Ft. Worth, Tex,
Oct. 13.—The church here on Warwick St., is doing fine.
We now have a preacher in our midst for which we
are thankful. Bro. J. T. Covington had been preaching

for the cups congregations and is very able, and sound
in the faith now. We did not change him, he had al-
ready discovered the crror he was in and came to us
when he heard of the true church.

Wm. Tracy Moore, 608 Bluff St., Delta, Colo., Oct.
14.—Bro. Tom Smith just closed a very good meeting
for us with one baptism and the church greatly strength-
ened by his exhortation and encouragement. The
congregation is now working in peaece and harmony for
the upbuilding of the Cause. We need the prayers of
the faithful. May God bless you and yours, Bro. King,
and all your effarts for Him.

Geo. W. Anderson, Rte. 3, Box 293, Wichita Fails,
Tex., Oct. 17.—Since last report [ have preached several
times at my home congregation and once at Jacksboro,
Tex, The church here on Lawrence Rd continues to
grow, and N. 6th St. congregation is also doing fine.
I am enjoying the work of the Lord as never before in
my life, and I pray my health will permit me to con-
tinue working in His church.

Tom E. Smith, 302 Phillips, Healdton, Okla., Oct.
15.—The meeting at Delta, Colo., Sept. 30-Oct. 12, was
a wonderful success with one lady baptized and I
think much good done otherwise. The brethren are
working in unity and if they continue, their influence
will be far reaching. They have made our stay pleasant
and cooperated in making the meeting enjoyable and
we trust, profitable. May God richly bless them,

Dan Sexton, Box 173, Thomas, Okla, Oct. 13.~We
just closed a 10 day meeting with no visible results
but I hope good was accomplished. The excellent
preaching was done by Bro. Leon Fancher and Bro.
L. G. Butler gave us a good lesson one night. We
want to thank the brethren at Ada, Stroud, Sulphur,
Sentinel, and both congregations at Okla. City, for
sponsoring the meeting. The little congregation here
is progressing but we need the prayers of the brother-
hood.

Raobert Falvey, Box 346, Huntington Park, Calif,,
Sept. 27.—Bro. Nelson and Eddie Nichols have both
preached for us recently. Bro. Chester King is doing a
good work in this section. Bro. King, we invite you to
be with us at Lynweood any time you can, you will
find our worship scriptural in every respect. We want
the brotherhood to know we are not now, nor have we
ever been, opposed to conscientious objectors. We have
several in our congregation and are standing behind
them. Here are 10 subs.

Miles King, 5001 Duval, Austin, Tex., Oct. 19.—
Recently, we have been with the congregation at Powe,
Mo., for 6 weeks. We enjoyed our stay there and appre-
ciate the interest the church at Pontiac, Mich., has
taken in this congregation. Enroute to Austin, I preached
at Pocahontas, Little Rock, and Jerusalem, Ark., Gold-
en, Okla., and Paris and Garrison, Tex. We had nice
visits with all these brethren and were glad to be as-
sociated with preaching brethren Jerry and Jack Cutter
at Paris, Tex,

D. B. McCord, 16720 Greenhaven, Covina, Calif,, Oct.
17.—Since last reporting, most of my work has been
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here at home, as I have purposely planned. The church
here and the one on Siskiyou St., L. A. are making plans
to support Bro. Jerry Cutter for sometime beginning
Jan. 1. The growth of the church we read about from
the pages of this journal serves to build us up. Too,
it is good that somnecthing definite is now being advo-
cated for a permanent home for the paper. The Lord
bless the church!

Eugene Qualls, Rte. 3, Box 653, Tulare, Calif,, Oct.
11.—TI am to hold a meeting Nov. 21-30, at Earlimart,
and ask your prayers in this effort. We have had very
good attendance since my last report. I want to do my
sarl in winning lost souls to Christ, and would like to
hold meetings and do personal work. If you desire my
services, please contact me. We are sorry to report
that Sister Stanley is in the hospital again. Get-well
cards may be addressed to her in care of the church of
Christ, 300 S. Hackett, Porterville, Calif.

James R. Stewart, Rte. 1, Lorena, Tex. Oct. 11.—
The meeting at Beaumont, closed Sept. 25, with one
confession. We enjoyed laboring with old friends and
brethren. They are few in number but have bought a
lot in & new location and plan to build soon. We had
visitors from Sulphur, La. I have preached recently at
Waco and Temple, Tex. Bro. Bennie Cryer is still work-
ing with the Circle Rd. church in Waco, and we have
enjoyed having him. It was good to have Bro. Ted
Warwick visit and preach for us. Here are 3 subs.

Barney D. Welch, 1208 Larkwood Dr., Austin, Tex.,
Sept. 19.—The meeting at Swars Prairie near Neosho,
Mo., closed Aug. 28 with a wonderful crowd. There were
8 baptized, some were restored, and some confessed
faults. The brethren there knew what Paul meant when
he said “Given to hospitality.” Lord willing, I am to
return to Neosho in March for a meeting and in Sept.,
for one in Burkhart. We had a wonderful meeting Labor
Day in Waco. I go next week end to Wichita Falls, then
to Ind., for a meeting beginning Oct. 2. Brethren, may
we fight the good fight of faith, love one another
more, and settle for nothing short of the Truth.

R. B. Roden, 2860 NW 21st, Oklahoma City, OkKla.,
Sept. 23.—July 29-Aug. 7, I held a meeting at Stilwel],
Okla., with no visible results but enjoyed working with
the brethren. Sept. 2-11, I held a meeting at Dougherty
with 4 baptisms and 5 confessions'of faults. We appre-
ciated the cooperation of Davis, Sulphur, Ada, and
Wynnewood, which helped to swell the crowds and
make good singing. Sept. 18, I was at Tulsa. Bro. Paul
Nichols is in a singing school at 7th Street which will
help us prepare for better singing in the meeting to be
held by Bro. Leon Fancher Oct. 2-16. Pray for us.

Jerry Cutter, Rte. 2, Crescent, Okla., Oct. 15.—We
are with the church at Paris, Tex., established earlier
this year by Bro. James Orten, It has been well estab-
lished on good material. There are 3 male members
that lead singing and teach. The brethren at Ft. Worth
are to be commended for their lberal support that
made this work possible. We have had several visiting
preachers which is appreciated. Bro. Miles King and
wife visited in our home and preached two nights for us
which we enjoyed. In Aug., prior to my work here, I
held a meeting in Advance, Ark., an enjoyable one in
which 7 were baptized. We were happy 1o see the re-

sponse to the gospel in that community. May the
church continue to grow,

Leon Fancher, Box 41, Horatio, Ark., Oct. 15.~—We
are enjoying a meeting at the 7th Street congregation
in OKla. City, which is without visible results thus
far. The last of Sept. we were in a meeting at Thomas,
OkKla., a new congregation made up parily of old mem-
bers. They had met two Lord's Days previous to the
meeting. They have about 25 members, though
crowds range from forty to fifty. 1 enjoyed
meeting and associating with Bro. L. G. Butler a
preacher who took his stand against cups and classes
recently. He preached once during the meeting and is
a fine speaker. We return next to Ark. for more mis-
sion work, Bro. Morris will be in a meeting at Oak
Grove, Oct. 21.30, and we expect to work for that
meeting. Nov. 2, we begin at Sulphur, OKla.

Bennie T. Cryer, 817 E. 15th, Odessa, Texas, Oct.
15.—My work with the Circle Rd. church of Christ comes
to an end Oct. 19. From here, I plan to go to Tennessce
for a short visit and then return to Odessa, Texas
around Nov. 1, to begin once more working with the
Clements St. church. I was with this church for 15
months during 1952.53. Bro. Edwin Morris and I con-
ducted a2 meeting in West, Texas seeking to establish
a church in that community. The interest was not
very great and sickness plagued our efforts there. How-
ever, the last two Sundays we have conducted services
there. Bro. Ted Warwick came from Odessa and did a
weeks work there after our meeting closed. He was
supported by the Clements St. church in Odessa. 1
have enjoyed assocciating with Bro. James R. Stewart
while in the Waco area. May we all work in peace.

J. D. Corson, Mahaffey, Pa., Oct. 10.—~We are still
in Mills, Wyo., fighting the good fight of faith, and
thaugh it is not an easy one, we are able to worship un-
molested since the discussion and help of Bro. E. H,
Miller. We still meet in the firemen’s hall for Lord’s
day worship. I feel so obligated and needed here,
that we have settled in humble gquarters and put the
children in school. In this place, it is hard for a man
of my age to find work, and a job without working 7
days each week, is almost impossible. With the help
of God and the brotherhood we shall not cease the work
here. Thanks to the church at Sweetwater, Mo., for
a donation of $75.00 which was my support for Sept.
Roancke, Va., has also sent $50.00 and we appreciate
it. May God bless these congregations. Truly the la-
borers are few in this state. Please remember us in
your prayers.

Jim A. Canfield, (colored), Star Rte., Box 78, Marion,
La., Sept. 30.—July 17-21, I began a meeting with the
faithful meeting near Malone, Ala., but due to heavy
r2ins and bad country roads the people could not at-
tend and we closed. July 24, I was with Bro, Young
and the brethren at Hallsville, Tex., preaching for them.
July 31, I was with the brethren meeting in the home
of Bro. Coleman near Moro, Ark. Bro. Gatson had
taught them the truth on the communion and I taught
them more on the subject. I plan to return Oct. 21.
Aug. 28 - Sept. 4, I was with the colored brethren near
Butler, Pa. They are faithful and struggling hard to
build a congregation there. Sept. 5, I began a meeting
in Richmond, Ind., with Bro. J. H. Roberson and the
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faithful there of my race, We had some outside in-
terest. Two sectarian preachers attended one night
and asked some questions but did not return the next
night. If I am financially able, I plan to return to
Malone, Ala. in November.

A. J. Mason, 488 Beck, Watsonville, Calif., Sept. 22.
—The meeting at Tulare was a success with one resto-
ration and 4 coming from the cups and S. S., up to
Sept. 17, which was my last night to preach there. I
preached at Woodlake, Sept. 18, and at Orange Cove
that night. I did 3 weeks personal work and held a
two weeks meeting at Tulare. PBro. John Reynolds
helped in this work and it was a pleasure to work with
him. Bro. Ernie Lewis started the work in Tulare. We
had visitors from Fresno, Porterville, Corcoran, Hiway
City, Armona, Woodlake, Orange Cove, and other places.
Preaching brethren Jim Russell, FErnie Lewis, and
Glenn Lewis were with us some. Our thanks to all the
good brethren who helped support the meeting. I have
been asked to hold a meeting in Woodlake sometime
this winter. The church in Tulare is on Kern and
Sacramento. Contact L. M. Walker, 505 South F. St.,
Tulare, Calif. Here are 2 subs.

Clovis T. Cook, 1611 Bluif St., Wichita Falls, Tex.,
Oct. 17—The meeting at Stockton, Calif., was one of
the most enjoyable I ever conducted. The congrega-
tion at Stockton, knows how to run the Lord’s business.
The Labor day meeting was one of the best I ever at-
tended. I will never forget how the brethren and sis-
ters of the Stockton, and perhaps other congregations
near, were so efficient in feeding the many visitors,
and otherwise being the perfect host to all who came.
I met many of my friends and preaching brethren. The
Labor day meeting went off peacefully and the talks
were all constructive, My next meeting was at Jacks-
boro, Tex., where we have a faithful little band of
Christians keeping house for the Lord. We had good
crowds throughcut the meeting., I have preached at
both the Lawrence Rd., and North 6th congregations
here in Wichita Falls, Tex. I preached yesterday at
Ada, OKla,, baptizing a young man that promises to
be of much help to the brethren there.

B. F. Leonard, 1714 Jackson, Huntington, W. Va.,
Oct. 26.—Bro. Jack Ivey was with us for 3 months do-
ing mission work near here, and he did a fine work.
You will not go wrong in calling him. Hro, Billy Qrten
held a good meeting for us with 5 baptisms. He did
some wonderful preaching. Bro. Barney Welch at-
tended Bro. Ivey's meeting in Ky., and they came back
to our home to spend the night. Barney, Billy Jack,
Billy Orten, and Harold Spears sang for us until nearly
2:00 in the morning. Come again, boys. We surely en-
joyed the Sulphur meeting this year without any
cranks present. The Labor Day meeting at Love loy,
Pa., was also a wonderful experience, with good preach-
ing, singing, and fellowship, and no cranks there, ei-
ther. The church there carried the meeting on in an
orderly way and did a fine job. Labor day meeting
next year is to be at Huntington on the first Lord's day
in Sept. The new congregation at Fairmont is doing
fine, We appreciate the fine cooperation and the do-
nations the brotherhood sent them. If you can visit
them, take Route 73 from Fairmont toward Meadow-
dale, up Creck Rd. to Bunners Ridge, This road passes

right in front of the church house.
or Raymond Bunneér. Pray far us.

Inquire for Earl

Homer L. King, P. O. Box 333, Modesto, California,
Oct, 20.—After laboring in personal work and in their
meetings for awhile at Manteca, I assisted Bro. James
Winchester in a series of meetings at Escalon (mission
effort), preaching alternately for two weeks. Two were
baptized by James. Waterford, Manteca, Stockton, and
Modesto co-operated. Some of the Waterford brethren
will meet with the ones baptized in Escalon in an ef-
fort to build up another congregation. I enjoyed work-
ing with James. For the past ten days, I have been
laboring in Modesto, assisting in the teaching and
looking for a suitable plot of ground on which to build
a house for the meetings in Modesto. We have se-
lected one on Santa Rita, and it looks as if the deal
will be completed this week-end. I go to Fresno
(Orange Ave.) to begin a series of meetings tonight,
continuing through Oct. 30. I am to conduct a meeting
in Arvin the latter part of November. Perhaps, I shall
labor in Sacramento during December. We are glad
to report that Bro. John Reynolds has been able to re-
enter the evangelistic field in and around Tulare. My
love and best regards to all my faithful brethren in
Christ.

Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave. Hollywood 38,
Calif., Oct, 17.—We were with the Tth Street congrega-
tion at Oklahoma City for a singing school, Sept. 12-21,
where I also preached on the 11th and the 18th. We
had one baptism and one confession of faults. Our
next effort was at Grand Rapids, Mich. We held the
meeting in the Viking House, where the congregation
meets for worship each Lord’s Day. We did net have
any additions, but we did have some outside interest.
Also we had visitors from two congregations in Indiana,
who drove more than three hundred miles to be with
us and help us out all they could, which was certainly
appreciated. The hospitality shown us by the mem-
bers of the congregation was splendid. Oct. 9, we were
with the National City church for one service; Oct. 14,
I preached at Bakersfield, Calif. Oct. 16, we began a
meeting at Sacramento (64th St.), which is to continue
through the 30th. We were to hold the meeting at
Merced at this time, but due to a change in arrange-
ments we are to hold it later. Nov. 2-13, we are to be
at The Dalles, Ore.; Nov. 14-27, Kennewick, Wash. Pos-
sibly aur next work will be at Yakima, Wash., Nov. 28-
Dec. 11. At Kennewick we plan to have the Thanks-
giving Day get-together meeting, Nov, 24, You all
come.

J. Ervin Waters, Route one, Lawrenceburg, Tenn.,
Oot. 12.—I closed at the Circle Dr. congregation in Wa-
co, Tex., Sept. 18. Enjoyed association with Edwin
Morris, Bennie Cryer, James R. Stewart, Cyrus Holt and
other brethren. Held a meeting at Union Hill congre-
gation, near home, Sept. 19-25, with three baptisms
and spoke once at Chapel Grove. Sept. 27 October 4,
I was at Walnur Grove, Ky., congregation with one
restored and crowds which could not get in the build-
ing because of their size, Thomas Murphy, as usual,
drove many miles to help out several nights. He is
holding several meetings in Ky. this fall and should
be used more by the churches. Oect. 5, for the first
time I spoke at Woodlawn, Ohio, and found a lively
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group. [ am now at Flemington, Pa,, with one baptized
Lo date. Jimmie Shaw has been with us several nights.
I go next to LeContes Mills, Pa., and St. Albans, W. Va.
Will be at Houston, Texas, (Sunset Heights), Nov. 25
Dec. 4; at Ft. Worth, Tex., (Warwick St.), Dec. 4-11;
at Levelland, Texas, Dec. 16-25, the Lord willing. Paul
Mackey is still with me and developing. Paul Walker
of my home congregation is attending college this fall,
taking courses in N. T. Greek, grammar, speech, music,
voice, etc. We believe this will help him lay a better
foundation for effective evangelism,.

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., Oct. 16.—
The meeting at Liberty, Ky., was a gaood one, with good
attendance and unity prevailing. I was at home one
week end before leaving for Houston, Tex., for the dis-
cussion with John O'Dowd. Attendance was good for
the first part of the debate but many of his followers
stopped coming after he slung so much mud, and un-
able to hit any one got dirty himsell. He tried to prove
classes by going to Matt. 17 and Mk. 9, saying there
was a class on the mountain and one at the foot of the
mountain. I showed that this was not even on the
same day and that those at the foot of the mountain
were trying to cast a devil out of someone. T asked if
he had a class like that? He then went to Neh. 3:1.7
trying to prove 14 classes. I showed “the people ga-
thered themselves together" and the 14 teachers “stood
upon a pulpit of wood” and “the people stood in their
place.”” This was an ideal time to have classes yet
“the people gathered together” instead of separating
and going to classes and the feachers taught from one
place, and of course they did it one at a time. He tried
going to the Greek to prove women teachers in 2 Tim.
2:2, made a great blunder, admitted his error, then the
next night tried to make the people think I had made
the error. I am now in a meeting at Marion, La., with
good crowds and interest and visitors from various
places. Bro. Carlos Smith was with us last night. He
is to preach at Strong. Ark. this week end. We have
baptized 2 in the meeting here thus far. I am to be
at Carmichael, Calif., Nov. 6-13, and at Sacramento,
Caljf., Nov. 13-20.

Robert Adams, (Colored), Rte. 1, Box 1674, Wesson,
Miss., Sept. 29.—I have just had a good meeting at Ma-
rion, La., and gotten back home' safely. The church
there is doing fine. We are also doing fine in the
church here at home. In, May Bro. Jim Canficld held
us a meeting, baptizing twelve, one of them a Baptist
preacher. He is now beginning to teach some for us.
The Svnday after the meeting Bro. David Gordon bap-
tized six, and the next I baptized five. Then Brethren
Roberson and Cobbs from Pennsylvania held us a meet-
ing beginning July 24, baptizing one and later Bro.
David Gordon baptized two more—one in Brookhaven.
Two confessed faults there. [ teach for them in Brook-
haven on Sunday mornings now and the church there—
as well as out here at Jerico, is doing fine. A number
af our members are now off cotton picking, but when
they are all home we have about 85 members. We are
building a larger and better building at Jerico. The
building is 30 by 50 ft., glazed tile. The white church
in BrooKhaven (Pearlhaven) gave us $100.00, Bro. Graf-
ton Smith gave us $5.68, and brother Claud B. Smith,
Jr. gave us $5.00 for all of which we are gratefully

thankful. If any others could help us on this building
it will be acknowledged through the OPA and will
surely be gratefully received by us. We colored folks
are doing all we can do. Brethren Carlos B. and Lyn.
wood Smith, Brother Homer A. Gay, and many other of
the white preaching brethren know us here.

Homer A. Gay, 262 N. Jackson, Lebanon, Mo., Qcto-
ber 10.~—The meeting with the faithful few in Baion
Rouge, La., was pleasant and, I believe, profitable. The
last Saturday of the meeting Brother Stewart took me
to Brookhaven, Mississippi, where 1 assisted Lynwood
Smith with the funeral service of Bro. Lush Smith, a
very fine Christian. Brother Sherrad Lea came down
to Baton Rouge, lord's day afternoon and took me
back to Mississippi with him, after preaching that
night. I preached three nights and Lord’s day morning
in Brookhaven, and two nights at New Salem. Nice
crowds at both places, and I enjoyed my stay with
them. I have done a lot of preaching here and enjoycd
very much being with them again. I was glad to be
with Preaching brethren, Carlos B., and Lynwood Smith.
I regret very much that Bro. Carlos’ health is so bad.
Leaving Brookhaven after preaching Lord's day morn-
ing, Sept. 23, I came to Shreveport with Brethren Billie
Bywater and Harold Coon so as to go with Billie before
a Hearing Officer concerning his draft status, While
in Shreveport I preached twice to small crowds at the
Velva St. Church. I also went back to the hospital
there to my doctor for another check-up. He says I
am doing as well as could be expected but that I need
to “slow down, and take it easy.” I reached home Sept.
28, and heard Bro. Tommie Shaw preach there the next
night. I preached at the Claxton church Lord’s day
morning, and at home that night, Oct. 2nd. I preached
at the Lakeview Church in San Angelo, Texas, yester-
day and last night to nice erowds. I am to do some
personal work here for a few months and if any of you
have relatives or friends in this part that you think I
might interest in the true worship please let me know
their name and address. I am to go to Pontiac, Michi-
gan, the first of March of next year for a few months
work and if any of you have any one there that we
might influence in the right way let me know. May
God richly bless His faithful ministers and people.

SCHOOLS SET TEN RULINGS FOR PUPILS
Boston—The Boston school cormnmittee has adopted
10 commandments for pupils in grades 7 through 12
The committee directed that the commandments be
read bi-weekly to the pupils and a copy be posied in
each classroom.
The commandments:
. Don't let your parents down., They've brought yau
up.
. Stop and think before you drink.
Be smart, obey. You'll give orders yourself someday.
Ditch dirty thoughts fast or they'll ditch you.
Showoff driving is juvenile. Don’t act your age.
Pick the right friends to be picked for a friend.
Choose a date fit for a mate.
Don't go steady unless you're ready.
. Love God and neighbor.
. Live carefully. The soul you save may he your
own.
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{Selected from The Modesto Bee).
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MERCY’S DOOR IS OPEN NOW
By H. C. Harper

We are glad, kind friends, to have this opportunity
to comne before you again that we may investigate the
Bible further concerning the great theme of salvation.
And since it has become common to take a text, let us
start with this: “For it became him for whom are all
things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many
sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their salvation
perfect through sufferings.” (Heb. 2:10).

It is not our purpose now to dwell uponithe suf-
ferings of Christ; but we may well notice in passing
the purpose of his sufferings. We have it stated in
1 Peter 3:18 that “Christ also hath once suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust that he might bring us to
God.” And in Rom. 5:6-10 it is stated that "God com-
mendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.” And John tells us that
“God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whoscever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16).

But now we turh our attention to man’'s duty. And
we read in connection with the first scripture used as
follows: “And being made perfect, he became the au-
thor of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.”
(Heb. 5:8, 9.) Trom this it is seen that none but those
who obey will be saved—none but those who aobey
“Him.” To obey “the commandments and doctrines of
men” will not do. You are warned: “Touch not, taste
not, handle not (which are all to perish with the us-
ing) after the commandments and docirines of men.”
(Col. 2:22). And again we read: “Let no man deceive
you with vain words.” (Eph. 5:6).

You can not be too careful here. Perhaps the
preacher does not intentionally deceive you, but he
may be deceived himself. We are told that “Evil men
and deceivers shall become worse and worse, deceiving
and being deceived.” (2 Tim. 3:13). Jesus tells us:
“and if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into
the diteh.” (Matt. 15:14).

Now when the preacher tells you to do a certain
thing to be saved, just call on him to show that the
Lord says to do that, for you must obey “Him,” not
man. This is the only way to tell whether you obey
God, or man. Neither is “what our church teaches"
sufficient ground for doing a thing, you must obey
“Him,” who has “all authority in heaven and on earth.”
(Matt. 28:18).

(Continued on page 7)

SERVING AT THE LORD’S TABLE

Many people have asked what and how this should
be done at the Lord's Table, in order to leave the least
room for offending, and yet please God. In reply to
these questions I offer the following:

The one who serves at the Lord’s Table should al-
ways give a little talk on why we have “The Lord’s
Supper”’; show what it means to the Christian, that it
should bring to our memory how Jesus suffered and
died on the cross that we might live etc.

The one who serves should always take the bread
before thanks is offered; Jesus did (Mt. 26:26; MKk. 14:
23; Lk. 22:19 and 1 Cor. 11:23-24), yet I have known
people to give thanks or call on someone else to give
thanks with the bread still on the table. After taking
the hread, if the one serving calls on some one else to
give thanks, it might offend some, for they say, “Jesus
didn't call on some one else, hut gave thanks himsels”
Well, no one will be offended if the one who serves
gives thanks, for all agree he at least has as much
right to give thanks as any one else, and even those
who don't think he is forced, often do so when they
serve. Sometimes there is no one clse to call on, as
all others present are sisters, so why offend when it
is just as easy to keep from it?

In giving thanks for the bread it is best to never
refer to it as “leaf”” for although there are perhaps
more than two to one that say “loaf” (out of 36 trans-
lations just checked over 20 of them say “loaf”’). Yet
the K. j. V., that most people read, says “bread,” and
they become offended if it is called “loaf” at the Lord's
Table. So, let us call it what all agree it is, for we all
know the “loaf’ is “bread.” In our writing and talk-
ing, where we can explain, we should show the bread
is “a loaf” so that people will not be deceived into
using loaves, more than one, as the RSV, says in 1
Cor. 10:17 “We all partake of the same loaf.”

We shouid not say the bread “represents Christ's
body,” for although it is true, the Bible doesn’t so state
in exact words, and some object to the expression. Nei.
ther should we say “this bread which is Christ’s broken
body,” for although the word “breken” is in 1 Cor. 11:24
of the K. J, V., it doesn’t mean broken into pieces as
some people think, and the word offends some, but I'll
deal with this term later.

I think it best when giving thanks for the bread to
just eall it “bread.,” For example, “Father, we thank
thee for this bread; bless it to its intended use, and
may each of us partake of it in a way that is well
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pleasing in Thy sight, showing forth Christ's death
till He comes again. In Jesus Name, Amen!"

After thanks is given each Christian present is to
break and eat the bread; for Paul said in 1 Cor. 10:16-17,
“We break for we are all partakers of that one
bread” (R. 8. V. ‘same loaf’'). Now, here is room for
more offence which can easily be kept down: for some
say, “The one who serves must break first.” A lot of
brethren that believe and teach this, break the loaf
half into or near the middle, and this offends thou-
sands; for the Lord’s body was not broken half into or
near the middle. John 19:36 proves Christ's body was
not Lroken in the middle. “A hone of him shall not
be broken.” If his body had been broken half into,
“a bone” would have been broken.

Some people, to justify breaking the loaf half into,
will guote 1 Cor. 11:24, “This is my body, which is
broken for you” (K. J. V.): but the R. V., the A, S. V.,
nor the R. 8. V. has the word broken in this verse, Wey-
mouth’s translation says, “is about to be broken" which
shows Christ refered to his literal body not the bread).
Willlams® translation says, “which is given.” The
word broken is not in any of the Gospels; Mt. and Mk.
have no word, Lk. 22:19 says, “given for you’” which
shows the action refered to his literal body (and not to
the loaf) just as “bleoed, which is shed” referred ta his
literal blood (and not to the fruit of the vine). See
Mt. 26:28, Mk. 14:24, and Lk. 22:19-20.

Some to justify breaking the loaf half into say,
“Christ broke bread and said, ‘this do’ which means we
should do as he did.,” Well, if that argument is true, it
proves we should not break the Joaf half into; for if
He broke it half into and gave it to them and said “this
do,” not a one of them could have obeyed Him, for you
can only break a loaf half into one time.

Now what did Jesus do? We all agree Jesus took
bread, gave thanks and then broke it: our only dif-
ference is on how He broke it. If we can agree on
how He broke it, we can agree on how to break it; so
follow me closely as we analyze this.

“Tesus tool bread (a loaf), and blessed, and break
it. and gave unto them, saying-—this do” (Mt. 26:26, Mk.
14:22, Lk. 22:19). Here are two brethren, we’ll say, who
are divided over breaking the leaf, they find that
John is to serve at the Lord’'s table next Lord’s Day.
so one goes to John and says, “Now, I want you to fol-
low the example of Jesus next Lord's Day. First, T
want you to take the loaf (as Jesus did) before thanks
is offered; second, I want you to give thanks and not
call on someone else. Then, I want you to break the
loaf before you give it to the others, Jesus did, and
said “this do.” So, I want you to follow His example;
Yes, ‘This do,’ as He commanded.” Well, John has not
studied very much on this question; hence he agrees to
do so in order not to offend his brother; but Bro. Jerry
hearing of this goes to John and says, “Now, I'm willing
for you to take the loaf before thanks is offered, I'm
willing for you then to give thanks, which should not
offend anyone; but, if you break the loaf half into be-
fore giving it to others, as Bro. Jim has been doing, I
can’'t eat, you will offend me, for my Lord’s body was
never broken half into.” Bro. John is now at a loss,
what to do. If he does not break the bread before pass-
ing it, he will offend Bro. Jim, and if he breaks it half
into, he will offend Bro. Jerry. He begins to study, how
can I avoid offending? He reads again Mt. 26:26, Mk.

14:22, and LK. 22:19. Yes, Jesus broke the bread and
said. “*This do.” Then he read where Paul received from
Jesus what he did that night, and Paul delivered to us
what he received, and said, “Keep the ordinances, as [
delivered them to you,” 1 Cor. 11:1-2 and 23-29. After
much worry and deep study, he remembers 1 Cor. 10:
16-17; he now compares this with all the other verses
as he recalls Eccl, 12:9-13. At the Lord’s Table that
Lord's Day, he says, after telling what the Lord’s Sup-
per is to a Christian, its purpose and etc.; “Brethren, I
want to follow Jesus and do my best to offend no one.
So, I shall take the bread as Jesus did in Mt. 26:26,
Mk. 14:22, and Lk. 22:19. Remember, in these verses
Jesus said, '"This is my body” (remember also His
statement in In. 6:51-58). Now, after taking this bread,
I find Jesus gave thanks, Lk, 22:19, so I will now give
thanks.” He gives thanks and then says, “I find in
Mt., Mk,, and Lk. that Jesus broke the loaf before giv.
ing it to others, and I also find He said ‘this do.’ so I
am going to now break the bread and give it to you.”
He then breaks the bread by breaking off a small
piece and eating it—this small piece being one of the
two pieces into which the loaf was broken, he then
gives it to the others, and each of them breaks the
loaf as he did, After service, the two brethren who
came to him before, came again, this time together,
both had communed, for they knew that he ‘*tool
bread” as Jesus did, “and gave thanks' as Jesus did,
“and break it” as Jesus did (Lk. 22:19).

Jesus did these three things and so did John. So,
Bro. Jim, who had been breaking the loaf in the middle
now says, “I will have to admit you did the three
things I asked you to do, yet you did not break the
bread as 1 expected you to do.” John says, “Well, I
notice both of you brethren communed, so you both
must agree that I did not leave off anything taught in
the Bible, and I did not do anything not taught in the
Bible.” These two brethren agree, but they hoth want
to know what caused him to think of doing as he did.
He then read to them in Ecel. 12:9-13 and said, “I did
like that preacher, I got several verses on this subject,
and set them in order as follows: Acts 20:7 ‘Upon the
first day of the week, when the disciples came together
to break bread.” Here I notice ‘the disciples—break
bread.! Jesus broke bread, and gave it to the disciples,
and said, ‘This do,’ and so Acts 20:7 shows they all
{not just one) ‘break bread.’ Then Paul who ‘preached
unto them’ said in 1 Cor. 10:16-17, ‘The bread which
WE BREAK, is it not the communion of the body of
Christ—FOR WE ARE ALL PARTAKERS of that one
bread. NOTICE ‘We break—for we are all partakers,’
so to ‘break bread,” in connection with the Lord’'s Sup-
per, means to eat, for example we read in Acts 2:42,
‘they continued steadfastly—in breaking of bread, and
in prayers.’ Nothing is said here of eating, neither is
anything said of just the one who served doing the
breaking, but rather, ‘they continued—in breaking of
bread,’ they all break as Jesus did! Did Jesus break
the loaf in the middle, give it to them and say ‘this
do’ (Lk. 22:19)? No, for if He had done so, they could
not have done what He did, but if He broke off a piece
and ate it and said, ‘This do, they could do so0.”

—E, H. Miller.
(Continued)

A man never becomes so lost to decency and right-
eousness that he can't see the other fellow's duty.
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Robert Falvey, Box 346, Huntington Park, Calif.,
Qct. 25.—Bro. Chester King was with us today and
gave us 2 splendid sermons. Bro. Miles King is to
arrive Nov, 4, to begin 3 months personal work with
the Lynwood congregation. We are also expecting Bro.
Barney Welch to stop by for a night or two in Dec.
Here are 5 subs. May God bless you and yours,

J. W. Parks, 712 Harmony St., Neosho, Missouri,
Nov. 9—We received the Old Paths Advoeate today
and were very much encouraged by the many good re-
perts in it. We appreciate the good articles also, and
are especially glad that Bro. Gay is recovering. We
have a singing the first Sunday in each month at the
church of Christ here, Grant and Young St., in Neosho,
at 2:00 P. M. Several other congregations in this distriet
come in and sing with us, and we invite all who can
to be with us. We, of course, invite all who will to
come and worship with us.

J. Ervin Waters, Route one, Lawrenceburg, Tenn.,
Nov. 14.—I closed at Flemington, Pa., with four bap-
tisms, and went to LeContes Mills, Pa., for a week of
enjoyable meetings. I am to return to both places. I
preached two weeks at St. Albans, W. Va., closing Nov.
6. Assaciation was wonderful. Paul and I studied two
hours daily with Bro, H. M. Covert, that wonderful Bible
scholar. 1 baptized one here at Chapel Grove yesterday.
1 go next to Houston (Sunset Heights), Texas; to Ft.
Worth (Warwick St.), Texas, Dec. 4 (night)-11; Level-
land, Texas, Dec. 16-23.

Eugene Qualls, Rte. 3, Box 655, Tulare, Calif,, Nov.
15.—The meeting conducted by Bro. Homer L. King
at the Orange Ave. church in Fresno is now history. We
heard some good old time preaching, 1 want to thank
Brethren Roy Hammett, Shelby Buchanan, and Jim
Russell and families for being so good to me. It was
also my pleasure to speak Lord's day morning in Orange
Cove, and two Wednesday nights at Butler Ave. in
Fresno. The Earlimart meeting begins next Lord’s day
and we hope for good results. We expect to have a
special report next month concerning the work in Earli-
mart.

Paul Q. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave. Hollywood 38,
Calif., Nov. 16.—The meeting at Sacremento closed Oct.
30. Bro. James Winchester took my place for four nights
of the meeting while I went to Los Angeles on urgent
business. We appreciate the brethren at Sacremento
for their work’s sake. They were certainly good to us.
Our next meeting was at The Dalles, Oregon. Part of
the time we held services at Qdell when we could not
get a building at The Dalles. There were four con-
fessions of faults. At the present time we are at Ken-
newick, Wash. The meeting continues through Nov. 27,
the Lord willing. I go next to Yakima, Nov. 28-Dec. 11.

Marvin E. Fisher, 3003 Luna St., San Diego 17, Calif.,
Nov. 8—The church at National City continues in
peace. In recent weeks, we have had Brethren Paul and
Nelson Nichols preach for us. We enjoyed their preach-
ing, and are very appreciative of Nelson's help in our
song practice. Bro, H. E. Robertson is now working with
the church here, 18th and D. St. in National City, and
if you know of anyone near here we might contact,
please let us know. We are happy to have Bro, Robert-

son anrd wife In our midst again, and also are enjoying
the association of Bro. and Sister C. H. Lee during their
stay here.

Ernie Lewis, Box 393, Armona, Calif., Oct. 26.—
The church here has shown an increase during the past
year for which we are thankful, I enjoyed hearing
Brethren Mason and Reynolds at Tulare, and feel much
good will be accomplished there. A family of faithful
brethren have moved from here to Grover City and
worship in their home at 4th and Atlantic, phone
Aroyo Grande 3056. This is a very zealous family and
they would be glad to help in a mission effort there.
We, at Armona could not support anyone long enough
there to do much good, but would help if other con-
gregations are interested in sending a preacher to work
there. Here are 2 subs.

Bill Pruitt, 401 W. 17, Ada, Okla., Nov. 10.—We have
enjoyed good preaching the past few week-ends, by
Brethren Clovis Cook, Ronny Wade, and Jerry Cutter.
We look forward to our meeting Dec. 22-Jan. 1, with
Bro, Lynwood Smith doing the preaching. Jan. 1, will
be the meeting for the boys. We hope to see many of
our old friends and new ones, too. We have a nice place
for our dinner, and a lunch after evening services. You
are invited to attend this meeting. Let us not forget
the young people of the church. May God help us in
teaching them their duty in carrying on His work. The
church address is 405 W. 6th St., and services will be
at 7:30 P. M. each evening. Pray for us.

Robert Adams (colared), Rte. 1, Box 167 A, Wesson,
Miss., Oct. 15.—Since my last report in the OPA, the
New Salem' churech of Christ, near Brookhaven, gave
us $100.00 to help on our meeting house, for which
we are very thankful. I recently baptized one in Brook-
haven, just walked out and said “I want to be bap-
tized for the remission of sins.” Bro. Harry Keys, Ir.,
and I recently went to Bro. Jim Canfields home church,
near Marion, La, and preached Lord's day morning and
night. Had a good meeting and good singing. Here is
another sub. The cause here is doing fine, having good
crowds every service.

Jim A. Canfield (colored), Star Rte., Marion, La.,
Nov. 12— am now in the home of Bro, Robert Adams.
I preached last Lard’s day at Brookhaven, and am to
preach at Jerico next Lord's day. Bro. Adams and I
plan to go to Ala, the 4th Lord’s day. In Dee. I plan
to go to Imboden, Ark., and near Brinkley, to be with
Bro. Coleman and the faithful there, I was to have
gone in Oct., but it was postponed due to the illness
of Sister Coleman’s brother. The brethren near Imboden
are doing fine for which we are thankful. Bro. Dukes
wrote me that Bro. Hardy Robertson passed away Oct.
7, having passed his 75th birthday. He will be greatly
missed, and we pray God's blessings on Sister Dukes
in the loss of her father. Brethren, I am still busy
carrying the gaod news to my people.

Clovis T. Cook, 1611 Bluff St., Wichita Falls, Tex,
Nov. 14—The work moves on here in these parts. I
have preached several times at Wichita Falls, and
yesterday I preached at Ada, Okla., twice. I preached
recently at Ft. Worth, Tex. We recently visited in the
Wade's home in Ft. Worth, where we had a nice time,
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for they are among our best friends on earth. I bap-
tized one at Wichita Falls, at N. Gth. St. recently, a
young lady, to whom our son was married Nov. 12th.
We plan to be in Mo. over Thanksgiving week.

James Shaw, Commodore, Pa., Nov. 15.—The last
part of Sept. I preached at Flemington and LeContes
Mills, Pa. During October, I was privileged to hear Bro.
Ervin Waters a few times in his meeting at Flemington.
The last part of October my brother, Tommy, and I
were at Pontiac, Mich,, in a singing school and meeting.
I enjoyed the association with these brethren very much
and appreciate the fine hospitality afforded while there.
At present I am in Texarkana to help the small con-
gregation here in a meeting which will be conducted
by Bro. G. B. Harrell.

Ted Warwick, 811 No. Northwood Ave., Compton,
Calif., Nov. 16.—During the months of Aug., Sept, and
Oct. I worked with the congregations in Levelland and
Odessa, Texas. I enjoyed being with these brethren and
was asked to return to Levelland the first of the year
to continue for several more months. At present I am in
a very enjoyable meeting in Woodlake, Calif., closing
this Lord’s Day. We have appreciated visitors from the
various congregations thus far. I recently visited and
heard Bro. Miles King preach at Siskiyou St.,, L. A,, and
visited Bro. Wayne DeGough at Bakersficld.

Miles King, 5001 Duval St., Austin, Texas, Nov. 18.—
Oct, 16th and 23rd we enjoyed meeting with the Vim
congregation near Garrison, Texas. Both Lord's days
while there we attended lawn services at a brothers
home near Center, Tex. in the afternoon. While in
Texas I preached at 1st St. in Austin, Catolina St. in
San Antonio, Clements St. in Odessa, and Midland.
November 3rd we arrived in Lynwood, Calif. We are
to be in this part for the next four months. I have
preached at Lynwood, Covina, and Siskiyou street, We
are looking forward to an all day meeting at Lynwood
on Thanksgiving day.

Gayland L. Osburn, 3032% Carmel St., Los Angeles
65, Calif.,, Nov. 17.—I preached at Seattle, Wash., Oct.
23, 30, Nov. 6, and 13. Nov. 16, assisted with the teach-
ing there. The church in Seattle is now worshipping
in the West Seattle Boys Club building, 3236 W. Genesee
St., at corner of Fauntleroy Ave. and 35th Ave. S. W.,
and the services are at 11:00 a., m. and 7:30 p. m. on
Sundays. Nov. 10 and 11, we enjoyed hearing Paul
Nichols prearch at The Dalles, Oreg. Donations for Work
in this part: Church, Seattle, Wash.—$140.00; Sis. Dick
Jackson—$1.00; Church, Lodi, Calif.—$200.00; Church,
Yakima, Wash.—$50.00; Church, Kennewick, Wash.—
$50.00; Chureh, Odell, Oreg.—$100.00; Church, Glendoro,
Calif—$150.00. We are thankful for these blessings.

Billy Orten, Route 2, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., Nov.
12.—It was a pleasure to work with the new congre-
gation in Kansas City, Missouri, October 5-12. The new
building they have just finished is beautiful, This
congregation will grow rapidly, I believe. The brethren
have a mind to work. There are now two congregations
in Kansas City; ene on the Xansas side and one on the
Missouri side. Brethren, let us not be discouraged; the
faithful churches are growing. My next was at Clio,
Missouri, October 19-30. The crowds were good and I

enjoyed working with this fine little church. Brother
John Smith was with me in both of these meetings. At
present, I am at Ben Davis, Missouri. We are having
nice crowds and one has been baptized thus far. Johp
and I will be at Mozier, Illinois, Nov. 20-Dec. 4, Lord
willing. We solicit your prayers.

Robert Cobb, Sr., (colored), Rte. 7, Butler, Pa., Nov.
9.—During the last week of July, Brethren Ferd, Ir,
and John Roberson, and I, conducted a meeting at
Wesson, Miss. Their leaders, Brethren Adams and Gor.
don cooperated fully and we had splendid results. One
was baptized and 5 confessed faults. Crowds were very
good, with many having to stand outside. The church
at Brookhaven agreed to reunite, and it was the most
wonderful experience I have ever had. We had won.
derful support throughout the meeting from Brethien
Carlos and Lynwood Smith, and also some of the other
preaching brethren. We felt it was a splendid example
set by these brethren of the south. If we are to reach
heaven, we must dwell here in unison, preferring one
another. Bro. Jim Canfield preached for us one evening.
Interest in the work here at Butler is strong.

Billy Jack Ivey, Box 13, Sentinel, Okla., Nov. 16.—
Qct. 8, 9, we enjoyed a visit with Bro. Jesse Broseh and
the brethren at the North Golder congregation in
Odessa, Texas. They were very hospitable and friendly.
The congregation there is developing very fast. The
meeting at Champion, Missouri, was conducted Oct.
14-23. Crowds and interest were good. Our next work
was with the congregation near Ceredo, W. Va. It was
a pleasure to work with the brethren there. The at-
tendance and cooperation of the congregation at Hunt-
ington was very much appreciated both by myself and
the brethren. At present we are at Columbia, La,, in a
meeting. Thus far, two have been baptized. This is the
place where I held my very first meeting and thus it
is a pleasure to be back and work with the brethren
here again., We look forward to being at Healdton, Okla.,
soon, also the mission effort at Amerada near Ardmore,
Okla. May God bless the brethren.

Wayne Fussell, Box 941, Wilson, Okla., Nov. 14.—
In Aug., Bro. Lynwood Smith and I held a meeting at
Seymour, Mo., resulting in the restoration of a brother
who had gone into denominationalism. I went next to
Lee Summit for a pleasant meeting with the hospitable
Christians there. They certainly know how to treat a
preacher. In Oct., we were with the church at Nacog-
doches Rd., in San Antonio, Tex. I recommend them to
all as a working, faithful congregation. We went next,
to Shreveport, where I underwent Elect Appendectomy.
We found the congregation there working hard with a
better spirit than ever before. We certainly appreciated
their kindness during my illness, a kindness for which
they are noted. As far as I know now, my next work
will be itn May, unless my services are needed before
then somewhere. I am ready to GO at any time to do
any scriptural work. May God bless you all.

Edwin 5. Morris, 3021 McFerrin Ave., Waco, Tex,
Nov. 14.—Sept. 16-25, I was in an enjoyable meeting
at Little Rock with 2 baptisms. Sept. 30-Oct. 2, I was
in Dallas and enjoyed the visit; Oct. 7-16, at Woodlawn,
Ohio, with 5 baptisms, and 3 confessions of faults.
This was my second meeting and I was asked to- re-
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TIMELY SUGGESTIONS

Looking backward: 1 am today nearing my 61
birthday, and rounding out 45 years of trying to preach.
Looking back over some old papers given to me by
sister Reynolds, wife of our beloved W. H. Reynolds
(deceased), I find an article writien by me in 1918, in
The Apostolic Way, entitled *“I Know Thy Works.” The
article is too badly de-composed for me te make it out
but one paragraph is plain, and it reads: “'I know thy
works’ are words that we should keep in mind at all
times., If we would start every day's work with this
in mind, no doubt we would leave off many unpleas-
ant words and corrupt deeds, which many indulge in.
And too, we would do many little deeds of kindness
along the way if we would keep in mind that the
Lord knows all about it and will finally reward us for
so doing.” I sort of like that, don't you? I am glad
I found it.

““There is no mightier power in the universe than
truth, also no more beneficient in its sweet, compelling
force, when spoken in love. Love makes keener the
arrow's point and feathers the shaft so as to wing its
flight straight to the hearers heart"—from the pen of
G. A, Trott, in 1918.

Suggestion: Read, and consider these things se-
riously.

In 1920 I wrote, “Don’ts for Preachers”:

Don't call a preacher and then not support him.

Don't talk about him if he is poorly dressed; you
may be partly responsible.

Don’t talk about him if he gets in debt, while you
had your pocket book hid.

Don’t require more of him than you would be will-
ing to do.

Don't forget that he has to leave his family to
preach for you, while you are at home with yours.

Don’t have him do all the singing, praying, start-
ing fires, lighting lamps, ete., he came to preach. Don't
have him get up at four o'clock in the morning—after
keeping him up until mid-night, he needs rest.

Don't knock on his meeting.

Don’t talk about him after he is gone; he is your
brother.

Don’t forget to read 1 Corinthians 9:14.

I didn’t know I had that much nerve back then.

Suggestion: The helping hand you need is usually
the one on the end of your arm.

Sectarians conducting cur funerals. Personally, I
do not think we need to call on sectarians for anything
in religious matters. "Our sufficiency is of God” (2
Cor. 3:5). We would not call on a sectarian to baptize
some one who wanted to be baptized. So, why should
we think to eall on them to preach or sing at a funeral
for us. Surely we don’t, above all times, want to make
a show! When I cross aover, which cannot be too much
longer, if a few faithful Christians cannot be found
to sing a few good gospel songs, and some faithful
brother cannot be found to read some Scripture, pray
a short prayer, and say a few words just skip it. I don't
want sectarians howling over my dead beady.

Today. I have a little tract called Just for teday.
It is splendid. His first thought is: “Just for today I
wiil try to live thru this day only, and not tackle my
whole life problem at once. I can do something for
twelve hours that would appall me if I felt that I had
to keep it up for a lifetime.”

Our blessed Saviour taught this lesson when he
taught the Disciples to pray, “Give us this day our
daily bread"—(Matt. 6:11). Some seem to feel the
Lord has left them out if He doesn’t see to it that they
have a year’s supply of rations ahead in their pantry
all the time, and a job, with a guaranteed wage in-
crease annually. After all, today is all we have,

The writer of the Hebrew letter says,” But exhort
onc another daily, while it is called today; lest any of
you be hardened thru the deceitfulness of sin” (Chap.
3, V. 13). But again: “Today if you will hear His voice,
harden not your hearts” (V 7-8). “Behold, now is the
day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2).

Suggestion: One never can mend their ways too
soon: for we never can tell when it will be too late.

Drawing the circlez My home banker told this
interesting story: Down on one of his farms there lived
a strippling of a boy who was not very bright. Down
on the creek the banker noticed a large discarded sign,
nailed to a tree. There were several circles on the
sign, with a bullet hole exactly in the center of each
of them. Noticing that the boy had a target in his
hand, he asked him, “Who does all of this good shaot-
ing here?” “I do,” replied the boy. The man remarked,
“You surely are a good shot, you drove center each
time. That is something I couldn't do!* *“Not so hard
for me" replied the half-wit—, “shoot first, then make
the circle around the hole.”

I am really afraid some brethren sometimes *‘shoot
first,” and then draw the circle around themselves—
exactly in the center. Hear Paul: “For we dare not
make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves
with some that commend themselves; but they measur-
ing themselves by themselves, and comparing them-
selves among themselves, are not wise” (2 Cor 10:12).

Final Suggestion: Let the Lord draw the circle,
and let all of us try to get into it. —Homer A. Gay.

WHAT IS HOME?

London Tid-Bits offered a prize for the best answer
to the question, “What is home?'" Here are a few of
the bright answers which were received:

“The golden setting in which the brightest jewel
is ‘mother".”

“Home is the blossoin of which heaven is the fruit.”

“The father's kingdom, the children's paradise, the
mother’s world."”

“The jeweled casket containing the most precious
of all jewels—domestic happiness.”

“Home is the central telegraph office of human
love, into which run innumerable wires of affection,
many of which, though extending thousands of miles,
are never disconnected from the great terminus.”

—Selected.

THE SCHOOLMASTER'S DREAM

1 once read of a schoolmaster who, having helped
many persons, trusted for salvation to his good works.
One night he dreamed he was climbing to heaven on
a shining ladder, like Jacob's at Bethel. He mounted
far up toward the sky, when he camie to a place where
the rounds were gone. Above him rose the ladder to
heaven, but he could go no farther. He saw in this
ladder his own good works, but saw that there were
great deficiencies in them—sins of omission which he
could not span. There was no hope of heaven in this
way.—Selected.
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HERE AND THERE

How To Reach Us—Continue to address all matter
to us at the same address, P. O. Box 333, Modesto, Cali-
fornia, until further notice from us, please.

Home for The OIld Paths Advocate—Considerable
regarding this matter has been writlen in the past few
monthns, and while Modesto and Springfield, Missouri,
have been suggested as suitable locations, yet no defi-
nite arrangements have been completed for any place
thus far.

The November Issue of the OPA.—It seems this is-
sue of the paper made considerable impression among
our readers, for we have received more comment in a
favorable way and more demand for extra copies than
any since the special issue on first prineciples. Our
many thanks to all for the very nice words of encour-
agement. We shall keep trying to give you a better
paper, and remember friendly criticism is always ap-
preciated by us.

Sample Copies—If all our preaching brethren would
give us, either in their field reports or by personal
word, a little light on where they are to be from about
the 6th ta the 15th of the month, we shall be glad to
send their samples to that address. If you can use a
few sample copies let us know it and if you cannot use
them for any reason, we would like to know that, tos.
Qur many thanks to all who speak a word or do a
deed for the welfare of the paper.

DO YOU NEED THE FOLLOWING?

Song Books—The title of our 1955 song book is “*'Old
Path Echoes Number Four.” It contains 183 songs, suit-
able for all services of the church. About one third of
this number are good old songs and hymns; one third
are tried songs which have stood the test for several
years, and which are known by about all our brethren.
The other third are new songs, not used by us before,
many of which are songs written in the last two years.
The reception of this book has far surpassed our ex-
pectations, and many acclaim it “the best yet.” If you
appreciate soul stirring songs with life and beauty, you
will like this book.

The price is reasonable—single copy, 50c; five or
more copies 40c each; postage paid by us. Send all or-
ders to Homer L. King, P. O. Box 333, Modesto, Calif,

Old Path Echoes (No. 3), our 1954 song book, is still
available, but our supply is very limited, as it solqd
beyond our expectations.

The price—30c per copy; 40c per copy for five or
more; postpaid.

"0l Paths Echoes (No. 2) (1933), same size, qual-
ity, general purpose book as the others, and thought by
some to be the best we have ever made. The price—
50c. per copy; $5.00. per dozen; $10.00 for 25; $20.00 for
50; $40.00 for 100; postpaid.

“0ld Path Echoes” (1952), same size, price, and kind
as the above named book, and one of the best we have
ever put out.

Note: “Old Path Melodies No. 4"—While at our
home in Missouri recently in taking inventory of our
stock, we discovered that we still have several hun-
dred copies of this song book, published in 1950; con-
taining 188 songs, old, tried, and new; general pur-
pose book. You will remember it as the book with a
yellow cover; considered by some even yet as the best
we have published. We did not know for some time
that we had any for sale, thinking our supply was ex-
hausted. They are now available at 40c per copy,
$4.50 per dozen, $18.00 for 30, $35.00 for 100, postpaid.

A Book of Sermons—"0ld Paths Pulpit.” a book of
33 sermons and essays, by 33 preachers of the church
of Christ, with photographs and short histories of each
preacher; covering nearly every subject of interest to
saint and sinner. Price—$2.25; Postpaid.

A SPECIAL OFFER

For a time, we are making you a special price on
the tract, “"The Communion,” by Ervin Waters, a very
able and comprehensive discussion of the various
phases of the Communion or Lord’s Supper.

The regular price is 35¢ per copy, but our special
limited price is 25¢ per copy; 5 copies $1.00; 25 copies
$5.00; 100 copies $18.00; postage prepaid.

Qur second special offer is, for a limited time we
will send you one hundred copies, packed as follows:
33 copies of The Communion, 33 capies of the Clark-
King Discussion, and 34 copies of the Clark-Harper
Debate, one shipment, for only $18,00, postpaid.

You cannot afford to miss this bargain on good
tracts to use In mission work. Every church should
have this collection on hands.

Send all orders to Old Paths Advocate, Box 333,
Modesto, Calif.

OUR HELPERS

Below, you will find the names of those sending
subscriptions to us from Oct. 20 to Nov. 20, and opposite
their name, the number of subs. sent. Please check
this list for your acknowledgment. We appreciate
every word and deed in behalf of the paper. Note the
following:

J. W. McKeand—21; Wm. K. Nichols—21; Homer
A. Gay—11; Mrs. Hazel Cobb—11; J. Ervin Waters—6;
Homer Smith—6; Homer L. King—5; Robert IFalvey—5;
Edwin S. Morris—4; Bennit Cryer—3; Dora Barker—3;
John Reynolds—3; B. E. Lewis—2; Bob Savage—2; J.
F. Massengale—2; Myrtle Stone 2; Mabel Newman—2;
Ted Warwick—2; Gayland Osborn—2; Kenneth Howard
—1; Earl B. Heivey—1; C. C. Johnson—1; Frank Ramsey
—1; T. R. Hensley—1; Edna Wyatt—1; Luther Boek—1;
Emmett Baldwin—1; E. H. Miller—1; C. W. Van Stavern
—1; Illa Newman-—1; Jess Ennes—1; Mrs., Clifford
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Wrinkles—1; Paul Mackey—1; Oris Divine—1; Mrs.
Viola Hopkins—1; J. T. Broseh—1; Norvel Ellerd—1;
Mrs. Joseph Conder—1; Mrs. Russell Hughes—1; Mrs.
L. C. Asplin—1; J. E. Jones—1; Mrs. James Walters—1;
Joe Howard—1; Wm. Russell, Jr.—1; L. I Gibbs—1;
James R. Stewart—1; Eli Ward, Jr.—1; Wayne Fussell
~—1; Alice Hoskins—1; W. H. Camp-—1; Mattie Finto
—1; Total—145.

MY POSITION ON CARNAL WARFARE

I cannot participate in military service in any form,
directly or indirectly, in combatant or noncombatant
service, because:

1. My duty and obligation to my God is superior to
all ;)ther obligations (Matt. 22:37; Matt. 6:33; Acts
5:29).

2. My God In the Bible forbids that I engage in carnal
warfare in the following references:

“Put up thy sword,” “For all they that take the sword
shall perish with the sword” (Matt. 26:52)—Jesus.

“My Kingdom is not of this world” (Jno. 18:36).

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal” (2
Cor. 10:3, 4).

“Love your enemies” (Matt. 5:44); “Turn the other
cheek” (Matt. 5:39).

“Recompense to no man evil for evil” (Rom. 12:17).

3. To enter any military branch or service. comba-
tant or noncombatant, I would be compelled to “swear”
(take an oath), but the Bible forbids that I do so
(“Swear not at all"—Jesus, Matt. 5:34).

4, To enter any military service I would be compelled
to be yoked with unbelievers, which is forbidd :n—"Be
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers” (2 Cor.
B:14).

5. To be in any branch of military service in any
way, I would be a part of the organization and would
therefore have fellowship in the service, but such is
prohibited; thus: “Have no fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them”
(Eph. 5:11).

6. To serve in any way in the military service, [
would bhe deprived of obeying the command to assem-
ble on Lord’s day to worship God in the Bible way, a
least part of the time, hence would disobey God (Heb.
10:25; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1, 2).

Therefore, I cannot conscientiously engage in carnal
war in any form or branch, and for the above reasons,
1 authorize 1y name to be listed in support of the
above principles.

—Wm. Russell, Jr., Route 1, Davis, Okla.

TRACTS AND BCOKS BY J. ERVIN WATERS

The Porters-Waters Debate, cups, classes,—$3.00;
The Communion, cups, breaking of the loaf, drink ele-
ment, ete.,—35c¢; Individual Cups, a siudy of J. W.
McGarvey's writings,—25c.

The following tracts have the uniform price of 10
copies for twenty-five cents, or two dollars per hundred
in assortment or otherwise: What Name Should The
Children of God Wear?, Reasons Why You Should
Be A Member of The Church of Christ, If A Woman
Have Long Hair, Origin of Individual Cups, The Use
of One Cup In The Communion Proven by English
Translations, Three Undeniable Parallels on Cups
Quesion.

Order from J. Ervin Waters, Rte. 1, Lawrenceburg,
Tennessee.

TRACTS, LEAFLETS, CUPS

My tract, “Individual Communion Cups And The
Cup of The Lord,” eight pages, is now ready for mail-
ing. The price is 5c per copy, or $3.00 for 100, postpaid.

The larger tract, “Proof Cups And Classes Are Un-
scriptural” is still available at 15c each.

I would like to know if other congregations would
like to order a silver plated cup and plate for the
Communion, I must order 36 at one time if I get them
from a company in America. So, please let me hear
from you if interested.

—E. H. Miller,
1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga.

BONDS OF MATRIMONY

Cook-Blair—Travis Cook, and Peggy Yvonne Blair,
were united in marriage Nov. 12, at Frederick, Okla.,
in one of the most beautiful and carefully planned
weddings I have ever seen. Having baptized this girl
recently, and having baptized Travis several years ago,
it is my hearts desire that they have their portion of
happiness in their Christian home. The writer said
the ceremnony. —Clovis T. Cook.

May-Foster—On September 23, 1955, at 3:00 p. m.,
at the Mountain Home church of Christ, Brother Dennis
Lee May and Sister Wilma Lee Foster were united in
marriage by the writer. Both are from Cape Fair, Mo,
near Crane. Their's was a beautiful wedding and a
large crowd of friends and relatives gathered to wish
them well in life. Again we wish for them the best
that life has to offer. —_ M. Lynwood Smith

Wilson-Ogletree—Aft the First Avenue church of
Christ in Ardmmore, Oklahoma, on October 8 1955, at
6:15 p. m., Bill Wilson, of Wilson, Oklahoma, and
Charlene Ogletree, of Healdton, Oklahoma, were united
in Marriage. For them we wish a long life of happi-
ness. The writer officiated. —M. Lynwood Smith.

TEXAS NEW YEAR MEETING

This meeting will be at the Lakeview church, 42nd
and Bowie, in San Angelo, Texas. The all-day meeting
will be on Monday, Jan. 2, as we feel we would have
more time for talks and singing, loo. We would like
for all who can to be with us the entire week.-end. T
am working with these fine brethren, and we assure
you a royal welcome. We will use the entire day, with
lunch in the school cafeteria for all. We want this to
be an enjoyable meeting for all, so come and help us
make it just that. We, especially I, will be looking
for you. —Homer A. Gay.

THE AFRICAN WORK
By Paul O. Nichols

The Lord’'s work in Nyasaland seems to be forging
right ahead in spite of difficulties and setbacks. We
keep getting favorable reports concerning the labors
of the African preachers. Brother Severe wrote a while
back that he would like for me to come and see for
myself of what he was reporting was not so. He seems
so enthused with their accomplishments. He says that
the Cause has grown by leaps ana bounds since we set
them straight on the Truth. I know that we have sev-
eral more preachers than we did that are busy preach-
ing the Gospel. )
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This month we have more contributions to report
than usual. We are very happy to see the favorable
response to the need in Africa. May God bless every-
one who is having a part in the great work.

Donations: Ottumwa, Iowa—S$30.00; Harrodsburg,
Ind.—3%22.00; Lodi, Calif.—$20.00; Armona, Calif.—
$20.00; Corcoran, Calif.—8$15.00; Wichita Falls, Tex.
{6th St.)—$20.00; Merced, Calif. $10.00; Washington,
Okla.—$10.00; Brother A. B. Rush, Odell, Ore.—8$100.00;
Sis. W. H. Clouse, Phillipsburg, Mo.—$10.00.

OUR DEPARTED

Smith—Brother Benjamin LaFayette Smith was
born Feb. 3, 1872, in Fayetteville, ATk, and departed
this life QOect. 6, 1955 at Sulphur, Okla. He leaves to
mourn his passing, his wife, one step-daughter, 3 step-
sons, 12 grandchildren, and a number of great grand
children. Bro. Smith obeyed the gospel at the age oi
‘37, and remained faithful until death. The writer of-
ficiated at the funeral services. —R. B. Roden

Robinson—Amanda Catherine Van Stavern, daugh-
ter of William and Roberta Van Stavern, was born July
21, 1879, near Competition, Mo., and departed this life
at 6:30 P. M., Oect. 18, 1955, at Wallace Memorial Hospi-
tal in Lebanon, Mo., at the age of 76 years, 2 months,
and 27 days. Miss Katie, as she was affectionately
called by a host of friends, grew to womanhood in Lac-
lede county and taught in the county schools for 13
years. May 30, 1909, she was married to Warren E.
Raobinson of Dryknob, Mo., and 3 three children were
born to this union. Sister Robinson obeyed the gospel
in 1914, thus becoming a member of the church of
Christ, and remained faithful until death. She is sur.
vived by her husband; 2 daughters, Mrs. Johnny Light
of the home, and Mrs. Ralph Amos of Lebanon; a son,
Wayne, Lebanon; 2 sisters, Mrs. Ethel King, Norwalk,
Calif. and Mrs. Maggie Cunningham, Whittier, Calif.;
6 grandchildren, and a host of other relatives and
friends. She was a devoted wife, and a kind and loving
mother, Burial was at McBride cemetery where a very
large crowd had gathered to pay their last respects.
The floral offering was beautiful.

—H. E. Robertson.

Copeland—Bro. W. M. Copeland was born April 19,
1875 in Wood county, Tex., and departed this life July
18, 1955, at the age of 80 years, 2 months; and 29 days.
He is survived by his wife, Ida, Midland, Tex.; 2 sons,
Austin and Everett, both of Sulphur Springs, Tex.; 4
daughters, Mrs. Grace Satterfield, Midland, Tex., Mrs.
Lillian Ashley, Snyder, Tex., Mrs. Fay Hubbard and
Mrs. Sina Sorrells, both of Colorado City, Tex.; a bro-
ther, 3 sisters, 13 grand children, and 6 great grand-
children. Bro. Copeland was a faithful member of the
church of Christ at Midland, Tex. The writer officiated.

—J., T. Broseh

‘Corbell—Sister L. A. Corbell was born June 15, 1897
and departed this life May 31, 1955, at the age of 57
years, 11 months, and 16 days. She obeyed the gospel
in 1927, thus spending 28 years in the Master's service.
She is survived by her husband, Bro. L. A. Corbel], Luk-
bock, Tex.; 3 daughters, Mrs. Laverna Jo Hale, Level-
land, Tex., Mrs. Francis Hyman, Brownfield, Tex., and
Miss Anita Corbell, Lubbock; a son, Kenneth, Shallo-
water, Tex.; 2 grandchildren, 3 sisters, 5 brothers, and
many friends. Funeral services were conducted at
Lubbock, Tex. What a blessing to die in the Lord!

The writer spoke words of comfort and consolation to
those left behind. —J. T. Brosel.

Morris—Sister Susie Dedrick Morris was born Aug.
24, 1880, at Manchester, Tenn., and departed this life
July 11, 1955, at Waco, Tex. She is survived by her
husband, Bro. James Morris, Bellmead, Tex.; 2 daugh-
ters, Mrs. Carl B. McDaniels, San Antonio, and Mrs.
Leslie N. Byford, Waco, Tex.; 9 sons, Robert L., Thur-
man E,, Jess 8., Glenn D.,, and Edwin 8., all of Waco,
Tex., Mark W., Axtell, Tex.,, Hubert H., Bellmead, Tex,,
Paul T. and Charles H., of Houston, Tex.; and a num-
ber of other close relatives and friends. She will be
remembered by these in the church as the mother of
our beloved preaching brother Edwin S. Morris of
Waco. Sister Morris spent about 60 years in the Lord's
service, and was able to attend services the week be.
fore she passed away. What a full and fruitful life
she had, almost 75 years of life, and 60 of them in the
Lord’s service! Funeral services were conducted in
the Cirele Dr. church of Christ building, with the writer
oificiating. —J. T. Broseh.

Ridling—Sister Laura Ann Ridling departed this
life Oct. 26, 1935, at her home in Lynwood, Calif., at the
age of 77 years, 9 months, and 26 days, after a pro-
longed illness. She is survived by her husband, Bro.
Jake Ridling. She obeyed the gospel over 50 years ago
and lived a long fruitful life in the Lord’s vineyard.
Funeral services were conducted at Lynwood church of
Christ with a large crowd of sorrowing friends and
loved ones present. Interment was at Westminister
Memorial Park. Bro. Chester King and the writer spoke
words of comfort and warning to the audience.

—Robert Falvey.

Waits—Bro. William Henry Waits was born Sept.
27, 1880 and departed this life Oct. 9, 1955. He was &
faithful member of the church of Christ at Sentinel,
Okla. Funeral services were conducted Oct. 11, 2:30
P. M. at 3rd St. church of Christ in Sentinel, by Bro.
Jack Ivey, with interment in Sentinel cemetery. Pall-
bearers were Mac Vaughn, Ed Driver, Jim Freeman,
Sherman Morrow, Jim Stevens, and Buck Thomason.
—Homer Smith.

Smith—Mrs. Janie Smith was born December 18,
1875, and departed this life November 16, 1955, at the
home of her daughter, Mrs, Clarence Bickford, Ham-
mond, La. She was 79 years and 11 months of age.
About 1901 she was married to Brother Preston Smith,
who preceded her in death. To this union five children
were born. They are: Mr. Ollie Smith, Mr. Ben F.
Smith, Mrs. Allie Bickford, Mrs. Vivian Myers and
Mrs. Clara Case. Along with these, she leaves four
step children, who are: Mrs. Lonie Case, Mrs, Cora
Smith, Brady Smith and Robert Smith. Also she leaves
nine grandchildren. More than 55 years ago she obeyed
the Gospel and became a member of the church. She
was a faithful member of the New Salem church until
she went to Hammond, La., about 17 years ago to live
with her children. Even then she was faithful and
kind and gentle even until the end. Brother Carloes
and the writer spoke words of comfort and brother Sam
Smith led a beautiful prayer. A sweet song service
helped to soften the grief. Truly cousin Janie (as we
calle@ her) fit the description of the virtuous woman in
Proverbs 31. She was one of the first in the country
to step out for the Truth.

—M. Lynwood Smith.
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MERCY’S' DOOR IS OPEN—
(Continued from page one)

Then when you hear a preacher, do as the Bereans
did, who were commended so highly. They ‘“searched
the Scriptures daily (yes daily) whether these things
were 8§0.” (Acts 17-11). This is the only safe course
for you. You are warned that “your faith should not
stand in the wisdom of men.” (1 Cor. 2:5).

Now, if you have done things to be saved which
God did not command, is not your faith standing in
men? If not, how is it possible to have a faith that
stands in the wisdom of men?

Do not tell me that if you are sincere in what you
do that God will not condemn you. The apostle plainly
tells us of just such people—a people that “have a zeal
for God, but not according to knowledge.” And he tells
us that they are not saved because they “have not sub-
mitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.”
{Rom. 10:1, 2). Can you find a people that are more
sincere and zealous for God than were these? 1 think
not. Then since these were not saved, can you hope
to make honesty and zeal count before God if you fail
to do what God commands? I think not.

Jesus plainly tells us that it is only by hearing and
doing his sayings that one builds his house "upon a
rock.” (Matt 7:24). But some build “upon the sand.”
And you cannot build a house without material of
some kind, so evidently they are getting material some
place—but not the “sayings” of Jesus, or they would
have their house upon a rock. Now if you would like
to know what material they are using read Col. 2:21,
22. The apostle tells us to keep our hands off that ma-
terial Hear him: “Touch not, taste not, handle not
{which are all to perish with the using) after the com-
mandments and doactrines of men.” Now you have
the warning: will you heed it?

Now mercy’s door is open: now is the time to build,
to build for an eternal home. “Blessed are they that
do his commandments, that they may have right te the
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates inta the
city.” (Rev. 22:14).

“The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth, say, Come. And let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of
life freely.” (Rev. 22:17). “Today if you will hear his
voice, harden not your hearts.” (Heb. 4:7). But listen:
“Behold 1 come quickly; and my reward is with me,
to give to every man according as his work shall be.”
(Rev. 22:12). “For we must all appear hefore the judg-
ment seat of Christ, that every one may receive the
things done in his body whether it be good or bad.
Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade
men." 2 Cor. 5:9, 10).

“Then Agrippa said to Paul: Almost thou per-
suadest me to be a Christian.” (Acts 26:28). Persuade
men — yes, persuade them to be Christians, as did
Paul. For “the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God and that obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Thes. 1:7, 8.

God is now giving man time and opportunity to
be saved. The apostle Peter tells us: “The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise (of coming, verse four)
as some men count slackness; but is long-suffering to
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9). And Paul

tells us that God *will have all men to be saved, and
to come to a knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim. 2:4). And
to this end God “now commands all men every where
to repent.” (Acts 17:30). Hence Jesus told his apostles
that “repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name unto all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:27). And ten days ziter his as-
censlon, they began this preaching at the appointed
place, and “about three thousand” repented and were
baptized. (Acts 2:1-42).

Hence the interim between this preaching at Jeru-
salem and the coming of the Lord Jesus, is the only
time allotted to man to be saved. And when a man
dies, his eternal destiny is sealed. As he goes down
in death, so he comes up in the resurrection; for “All
that are in the graves shall hear his voice and shall
come forth; they that have done goad (not are going
to do goad), unto the resurrection of life; and they that
have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation.”
(John 5:28, 29).

The doings that determined the class of each took
place before the resurrection; yes, before death. Hence
the apostle says: "Despisest thou the riches of his
goodness and forbearance not knowing that the good-
ness of God leadeth thee to repentance? But after thy
hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thy-.
self wrath against wrath and revelation of the right-
eous judgment of God, who will render to every man
according to his deeds; to them (now mark this) that
by patient continuance in well doing seek for honor,
glory and immortality, eternal life; but unto them that
are contentious and do not obey the truth, but obey un-
righteousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation and
anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil.” (Rom.
2:4-9).

So I give you another divine warning. The in-
spired apostle sa2ys: “Let no man take thy crown.”
(Rev. 3:11). “Let no man beguile (trick) you of your
reward.” (Col. 2:18).

When Jesus comes, the eternal separation of the
good and the bad takes place. Jesus says: “When the
Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of
his glory and before him shall be gathered all nations;
and he shall separate them one from another as a shep-
herd divideth sheep from goats: and he shall set the
sheep on his right hand but the goats on the left”
Matt. 25:31-46).

Now on which side do you wish to be? Are you
really working to that end? Oh, the joy to hear it said
to those on the right, “Come, ye blessed of my Father.”
But are you really trying to merit this joy? And oh,
the sadness to hear it said to those on the left, “Depart
from me ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels And these shall go away
into everlasting punishment; but the righteous into
life eternal.”

Merey's door is now open, my friend. “Be ye recon-
ciled to God.” (2 Cor. 5:20). Why not? You must stand
at last on one side or the other—all will be there, one
mighty mass meeting. What will be the words to you?
Why not be saved now? How can you wait in the face
of such heaven-appointed warnings?

You will make glad the holy angels by coming.
(Luke 15:10). Come.

(Apostolic Way, 1925)
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E. R. Coombes, 2612 NW 27, Ft. Worth, Tex., Oct.
31.—Bro. I. T. Broseh preached for us at the Warwick
St. congregation, Oct. 23, at both the morning and
evening services, giving us some inspiring teaching.

Burnice Weeks, Kinston, Ala.,, Nov. 9.—Since last
reporting, I have preached one or more times at:
Lowery, my home church, Mt. pleasant and Panama
City, Fla. These churches are daing good, and I am
thankful. Pray for me.

J. W. McKeand, 801 Main, Ceredo, W. Va., Nov. 14.—
Several have given up the cups and classes and taken
their stand with us for the true worship. We are very
thankful for this.

K. G. Wilks, Box 902, Breckenridge, Tex., Nov. 15.—
Bro. Ervin Waters will preach for us Dec. 12, on his
way to San Angelo. If you are near enough to attend,
please come and be with us.

Dallas Burdette, 708 W, Shawnee, Montgomery, Ala.,
Nov. 14.—My family and 1 are moving from LaGrange
to Montgomery and will be working with the congre-
gation there. We ask the prayers of the faithful. Note
my new address.

R. B. Roden, 2860 NW 21, Oklahoma City, Okla.,
Oct. 31.—Bro. Leon Fancher has recently closed a good
meeting at the Tth St. church here, which we all en-
joyed. Oect. 30, I preached at Sulphur, with 5 con-
fessions of faults, and one baptism. Nov. 4.13, I plan
to be in a meeting at Stroud, Okla.

J. F. Massengale, 1640 N. 36th St., Phoenix, Ariz.,
Nov. 3.—My wife and I have enjoyed meeting with
the brethren at Bluewater, N. M., for the past twao
months. We pray they will remain ~faithful. The
church in Phoenix is progressing and we invite visitors
1o stop and be with us.

Earl B. Helvey, 7608 Prince St., Citrus Heights, Calif.,
Oct. 22.—Bro. Paul Nichols is holding a meeting for us
on 64th St., in Sacramento, Calif. He is doing some
wonderful preaching. We are very glad to have Bro.
Orvel Johnson in our midst and he is much help to the
Cause here.

M. E. Mountain, 1225 South St., Waterloo, Ia., Nov.
15.—Cur meeting closed Oct. 21, without visible re-
sults. Bro. Larry Robertson became ill with an attack
of appendicitis. We enjoyed their stay in our home
immensely, and were richly strengthened spiritually.
Our plea for help in the OPA has been answered. Bro.
E. H. Miller is to be with us during Feb., Bro. Billy
Orten during March and April, and Bro. Miles King,
sometimie in May. Pray with us that much good may
be accomplished.

Chas. C. Johnson, Rte. 1, Box 128-P, Merced, Calif,
Oct. 25.—The church here seems to be going aloné
about as usual. We would like to have the prayers of
the brotherhood. My health is much improved and
am thankful for the prayers in my behalf. Please re.
new my sub.

Jim Stevens, Box 111, Sentinel, Okla., Oct. 25—
We have been enjoying some good preaching. Bro,
Kornegay has been with us some, and we wish he could
stay tece. His home is in Panama City, Fla., but he
has been working near here. We have been enjoying
the OPA, the articles seem to be getting better all the
time. We surely enjoyed Bro. Larry Robertson and wife
and son being with us.

Eli Ward, Jr,, 1324 E. Hess, Phoenix, Ariz., Nov. 15.
—I enjoyed the last OPA especially the article on carnal
warfare with Brc. Savage’s name attached. I ask this
question: How can we, as Christians, have our feet
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace (Eph.
6:15), and yet have a carnal weapon in our hands
engaging in ecarnal warfare? 1 believe it eannot be
done.

James R. Stewart, Rte. 1, Lorena, Tex., Nov. 15.—
Since last report, I have preached at Waco, Temple,
McGregor, and Dallas, Tex. also in the home of Bro.
Helton ncar West Sta. Nov. 13, I preached at the Cap-
itol Hill church in Okla. City, and that night at the
new congregation jn It Worth, Brethren, let us kecp
busy in the vineyard, for the harvest is great. Here is
a sub.

Bennie T. Cryer, 817 E. 15th, Odessa, Texas, Nov.
17.—We have moved to Odessa, Texas and are working
with the Clements St. congregation. Since leaving Waco,
I have preached at the Chapel Grove congregation near
Lawrenceburg, Tenn., Fort Worth, San Angelo, and
Midland, Texas. I enjoyed being with Bro. Gay in San
Angcelo and also anticipate a happy associatlon with
Bro. Jesse Broseh while here in Odessa. The churches
here are doing fine. Pray for us.

Gene Hopkins, 1105 W. 21, Tulsa, Okla., Nov. 17.—
We heard Bro. Leon Fancher at 7th St. church in Okla.
City, Bre, Billy Orten at Clio, Mo., and Bro. Orville Smith
at Locust Grove, Okla. We enjoyed hearing them all.
Brethren Bill Roden, Chris Adams, L. H. Stafford, and
Orville Smith, have preached for us since last report.
The day Bro. Smith was with us we had 115 present.
Bro. Hendrickson baptized a man at Locust Grove last
month, and Bro. Smith baptized one during his meet-
ing there. I gave a lesson Lord’'s day evening with one
restored.

Leon Fancher, Pine Ridge, Ark., Nov. 15.—We are
now located at Pine Ridge, and plan to be here the
next 3 months, Addresses of people you waould like us
to visit here will be appreciated. We enjoyed the meet-
ing at 7th St.,, Okla. City, which closed with 2 bap-
tisms and one confession of faults. We were with Bra.
Morris in his meeting at Oak Grove, Ark.,, and heard
some wonderful sermons. Lord's day, we closed a meet-
ing at Sulphur, Okla., with 3 confessions of faults.
Crowds were good, with several visitors from sur-
rounding congregations.
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turn. Oct. 21-30, I was at Qak Grove near Foreman,
Ark. I enjoyed being with Bro. Leon Fancher during this
meeting. He was much help. The congregations in Okla,,
supporting Leon in Ark,, are certainly to be commended.
He is doing a fine work, and has really been on the
job, as the results show. Keep the good work going,
Bro. Leon, and may this be an example to other con-
gregations. Remember, too, this all takes time. I am
now with my home congregation, 1415 Circle Rd. We
are doing fine, and above all, peace prevails. Pray for us.

Tom L. Smith, 302 Phillips, Healdton, Okla,, Nov.
14.—Oct. 12, we closed at Deiia, Colo., but remained
over the following Lord’s day and heard Bro. Postiria
give a good lesson. He is one of the younger men de-
veloping in the work. Some of the older men also took
part in the lesson. Oct. 23, we heard our son, C. A, give
2 good discourses at Graham, Okla. He filled my ap-
pointments at Healdton and Graham while I was away.
[ am thankful he has a desire to follow in my footsteps
and pray they may always lead in the pathways of
right. The 5th Lord’s day we were at Sentinel, and as
usual were strengthened by their good association.
Oct. 6, we were at Healdton and heard Bro. J. D. Eimore
and were glad to have Bro. Potts from Delta present
and take part. We enjoyed his visit in our home. Yes-
terday, I was at Oak Grove, and at Healdton that even-
ing. Bra. Lynwood Smith recently preached 2 of his
soul stirring sermons here and we enjoyed having him
visit in our home and most of the membership enjoyed
a get-together in the home of Bro. Bill Tate.

James D. Corson, Mahuffey, Pa., Nav. 7.—I am still
here in Mills, Wyo., 449 Wasatch St., working with the
faithful few. The church is moving forward, in spite
of the fact that winter weather is closing in on us.
Poth the interest and the attendance are good. I cer-
tainly do thank the following brethren from the depths
of my heart, who have made it possible for me to stay
here and care for this infant congregation: Raymend
Orner, Flemington, Pa., $5.00; Church, Covina, Calif.
$150.00; Church. Delta, Colo., 850.00; Church, Kingman,
Ind., $100.00; Church, Dora, Mo., $50.00; Church Rich-
land, Wash., $35.00; Church, Veedersburg, Ind., $50.00;
Bro, Earl Wooster, San Bernadino, Cal, $20.00; Total,
8460.00, for which we are so gratefully thankful. With
your prayers and financial help, brethren, we shall,
the Lord willing, have a good faithful congregation in
the state of Wyoming. May God richly bless and keep
all his faithful servants, is my humble prayer.

J. T. Broseh, 1100 S. Lincoln, Odessa, Tex., Nov. 9.—
I have been enjoying the OPA, and especially the last
issue. The past summer 1 held 3 meetings, the first at
Ft. Worth, (Warwick St.), where we had 4 baptisms.
My next was at McGregor, Tex., where we enjoyed the
fine hospitality of the brethren, and was glad to be
with Bro. Wayne McKamie and labor with him. We
were also blessed with the presence of several other
preaching brethren during the meeting. I held a ten
day meeting at Live Oak, near Temple, Tex., baptizing
four. Since the meeting they have remodeled their
church house and look forward with optimism to the
future. 1 have been working with the Golder St. con-
gregation in Odessa, and preaching at other places ov-
er the week ends as I have opportunity, I enjoyed the
Labor Day meeting at Waco, and we look forward to

having it at Odessa in 1956. The work goes forward
peacefully in this secetion with all the congregations co-
operating in a monthly singing. Bro. Jack Ivey
preached for us (Golder St.), the second Lord's day in

Oct. Bro. Bennie Cryer is now working with the the
Clements St. congregation. Please note my new ad-
dress.

Tommy Shaw, Commodore, Pa., Nov. 15.—The last
2 weeks in Oct.,, my brother Iimmy, and I held a meet-
ing at Pontiae, Mich., where some of my closest friends
reside. The congregation supported us very well. The
first of Nov., I began working under the direction of the
zealous brethren at St. Albans, W. Va, When I ar-
rived, Bro. Waters was closing a meeting, and I was
privileged to hear him preach 2 good sermons. 1 en-
joyed the short association with him and also Bro. Paul
Mackey. Nov. 7, I began a meeting at Clio, W. Va., con-
tinuing one week. The St. Albans brethren drove 35
miles to the meeting several times and helped in the
singing and praying. Brethren Groves and Ashley are
responsible for this congregation and while we had no
visible results during the meeting, we pray the Lord
will bless them with a fruitful season soon. Last night,
I heard Bro. Larry Robertson preach at Mallory Chapel.
The brethren at St. Albans plan more mission work in
this section. Jan. 1, we are to have an all-day meet-
ing at St. Albans and expect visitors from several
places. Brethren, within driving distance are invited
to attead.

Charles Eastman, 6219 Dam Rd., Richmond 11,
Calif., Nov. 17.—During Oct., my wife and I visited the
church at Mozier, 111, and had a wonderful time, We
spent much time in the home of Bro. Ralph Kitson and
wife, Lena. Just above their home, is a cold mountain
streamn, where wife and I were baptized at the hands
of Bro. Charlton. He is gone now, but his wife has a
go0d home with Bro. Ralph. Among those of the older
brethren, still meeting at Mozier, are Bretliren Val Ja-
cohs, Seott Anderson and wife, Howard Jacobs and wi{e’.
Ben Higham, Obie Shireman and wife, just chiidicu
when we lived there, and of course, Ralph and Lena,
and Milford. It had been nearly 9 years since we had
met with them, and though they have a large congre-
gation, miost of the faces were new to us, and we cer-
tainly missed the departed ones. They have wonder-
ful singing under the capable leadership of Bro. Shire-
man. It was heart warming to see the younger mem-
bers taking a leading part. They built a small house
on Bro. Ralph’s property and have a place for the
preacher to come and feel free to bring his family. We
were enriched by Bro. Ralpl’'s fine teaching, also Sister
Lena's fine cooking. It was a spiritual and social
feast, indeed.

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt, LaGrange, Ga., Nov. 14.—
I am now in a meeting with the Auburn Blvd. church
in Sacramento, Calif. In spite of bad weather, we had
2 full house yesterday, with visitors from Yuba City.
One has confessed faults thus far, and interest is good.
Bro. Boek and 1 have visited in several homes, He is
a wonderful worker, I wish we had more like him. We
visited a family of Mormans one night showing them
how false the book of Morman is. They seem quite
interested and attended services yesterday. 1 have
work in Ga. and perhaps Fla., the remainder of this
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year; then I am to be in Waterloo, Ia., Feb. 1-26; Fore-
man, Ark., March 13-28; Woodlawn, Ohio, April 8-15;
Sweetwater and Cable Ridge, Mo., May 6-20; and June
5.24, in a mission meeting in Mo., sponsored by the
brethren in Pontiac, Mich. Other meetings called for,
but have not set definite dates thus far. May begin
at Pocahontas, Ark. July 3. I would like to encourage
all to read the Bible through this year. If you will just
start at the first chapter and read 4 chapters each day,
vou will read it through in less than a year. Or read
3 chapters daily and 5 on Lord's day. I hope the com-
ing year will be a year of great growth. I hope the
OPA will continue to improve with more and better ar-
ticles, that it will find a place in every Christian home,
and that Christians will try to place it in the homes
of sinners. We want sinners to know there is still a
church on earth following in the old paths,

Homer A. Gay, 262 N. Jackson, Lebanon, Mo., Nav.
14.—The work at the Lakeview church in San Angelo,
Texas is moving along nicely. With two or three fam-
ilies gone yesterday, we still had almost a house full.
Our night crowds are not yet as large as they should
be. We are getting signs up on all Hi-ways leading
into town, and giving the meeting house a new coat
of paint—all of which helps the cause to grow. Along
with the other work, I am teaching music one night a
week, and you should hear this bunch sing. I can’t
see why, for the life of me, that the leadership of any
congregation will allow their singing to just drag
down to a dis-interested nothing. 1 appreciate very
much the preaching brethren who have recently come
to us from error. Fight on, dear brother: “Your labor
is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). Two of our
very faithful families have recenily moved to Abilene,
and we miss them. However two more faithful fami-
lies have moved here from Odessa, and we feel blessed
in .:aving them. Bro. Bennie Cryer recently came by
and visited us. and helped me on the lesson one night—
doing real .good. I am to hold a meeting for the Capitol
Hill congregation in Oklahoma City, in their new
ctiacch ‘house the first part of December, opening with
an all-day service Dec. 4. I believe that my health is
gradually improving. I still feel that I am pretty use-
less, but willing to de all I can. The brethren here are
very, very good to me. May God richly bless all His
people, and especially those who labor in weord. and
doctrine.

Homer L. King, P. O. Box 333, Modesto, California,
November 18.—] assisted in a series of meetings at the
Orange Ave, congregation in Fresno, October 21-30.
The attendance was generally good and the interest
was beyond our expectation. I was treated royally and
supported well and was asked to return in 1956 for
another meeting. Some from Sanger, Highway City,
Armona, Orange Cove, and possibly other places,
attended some. Brother Eugene Qualls, of Wood-
ville, attended for ahout a week. We closed with
all-day services the last Sunday, with a wonderful
basket lunck at noon, and a very fine singing in the
afternoon. This church has improved wonderfully in
their singing. Bro. James Russell was present one
night. We were glad to have him. I arrived home
Oct. 31, to learn that the brethren in Modesto had ar-
ranged for me to start a song drill with sorhe lessons
in voral music that night. We continued for eleven

nights in the church building in Ceres. 1 believe it
was profitable to those who attended. We must keep
up the practice and interest in singing in our faithful
congregations or else the singing will drag and the
interest die. We are glad to tell you that the church
in Modesto selected a nice plot of ground in a good
residential section in the east part of the city, and that
the Jot and the plans for the building have been ap-
proved by the planning committees of the county and
city. Hence, preparations, we hope, will soon get un-
der way to begin building a house for worship. The
plans call for a building 32 by 54. Yes, they will need
all the help they can get in a financial way to com-
plete the building, as they will have to borrow about
all for the house, since the plot of ground cost them
$3,250.00. I am to begin a series of meetings in Arvin
next Sunday, Nov. 20 and continue for about two weeks.
It seems now that I am to labor in Sacramento through
about all of December. After this, the Lord willing, 1
am to labor wherever the brethren in Stockton may de-
sire until about June 1 of next year. Your prayers will
be appreciated, and may God bless all my fellow-
preachers who labor sincerely for the Master.

WRECKERS
By Edgar A. Guest

I watched them tearing a building down—
A gang of men in a busy town.

With a ho-heave-ho and a lusty yell
They swung a beam, and the side wall fell.

I asked the foreman: ‘Are these men skilled,
And the men you’d hire if you had to build?"

He gave a laugh and said: “No, indeed!
Just common labor is all I need.

“I can easily wreck in a day or two
What builders have taken a year to do.”

And I thought to myself as I went my way:
Which of these roles have I tried to play?
Am 1 a builder who works with care
Measuring life by the rule and square?

Am I shaping my deeds to a well made plan,
Patiently doing the best I can?

Or, am I a wrecker who walks the town
Content with the labor of tearing down?

—Selected by H. L. K.

HER ANSWER WAS READY

A little girl was asked by a priest to attend his
church, and she refused, saying that it was against he
father's wishes. The priest said she should obey himr
and not her father. Immediately the girl replied tha'
the Bible taught, “Honour thy father and thy mother.
“But,” said the priest, “you have no business to reat
the Bible” The girl replied: “But the 3aviour said
‘Search the Scriptures’.” Said the Priest: “That was it
the Jews, not to children.” “But did not Paul say t¢
Timothy, ‘From a child thou hast known the Scrip
tures'?” answered the girl. Said the priest: “Timoth}
was being trained to be a bislhiop—and taught by tht
authorities of the churel.” “Oh, Sir,” said the girl, “h¢
was taught by his motner anc grandmother!” The pries
turned away discomfited, saying that the girl hac
“enough Bible to poison a whole parish.”—Selected.



