Te num’rous sects

- which :all declare

“Lo Christ is here. .
Lo Christ is there.”

Your stronger proofs
divinely give

And show me where
the Christians live.

|- “Where ‘is Thy. Church, l
0, Savior, where?'
I heard the cry, )
and then I heard:
“Here is My Chureh
where men still dare
1. To take Me at My word.

and ye shall find rest for your souls.”

to Dwell m " (Isa, 58:12).

“Thus saith the Lord, *Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the Old Paths, where is the good way, and walk therein,
(Jer. 6:16) “And they that be of Thee shall build the old;waste places: thou shalt
raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The Repairer of the Breach The Restorer of Paths

Vol. XV

LEBANON, MISSOURI, JANUARY 1, 1942

- No. 1

“IF GOD BE FOR US, WHO CAN BE
- AGAINST US"” .
By Ervin Waters
.The above question was triumphantly pro-
pounded by that valiant soldier of the cross, the
apostle Paul. Certainly he was qualified by the

many experiences of his life to answer the ques- -

tion. After his conversion and his subsequent
entrance into the apostolic ministry he suffered
hardships innumerable of which he says in 2 Cor.
11:23-27, “Are they minsters of Christ? (I speak
as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant,
in stripes above measure, in prisons more fre-
quent, in death oft. Of the Jews five times received
I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with
rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered ship-
wreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;
in journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils
of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in
perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils
in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils
among false brethren; in weariness and painful-
ness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in
fastings often, in cold and nakedness.”

Far from-being defeated by these hardships or
being discouraged by them, Paul, to the contrary,
was elated. “Therfore 1 take pleasure in infirmi-
ties, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions,
in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am
weak, then am I strong” (2 Cor. 12:10) Brethren,
such courage and undying determination should
inspire us to be stronger in these perilous times
when men’s hearts are failing them, when the
world is -gripped in :perplexity, and when the
sounds of war drums roll over the nations. I
pray that the carnal conflicts will riot hinder the
growth of spirituality among us but that we will
by unified exeértions expand more rapidly to bear
“our:-duties and obligations.-

The war in which our nation is engulfed will
create in many a mind which is even more adverse
to religious suggestion. Thus the necessity will
zcompel the few of us to become stronger. “Where-
~ ;fore lift up the hands which hang down, and the
feeble knees; and make straight paths for your
feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the

o way ; but let it rather be healed” (Heb. 12:12-13).

The above command must be heeded because there
may be a tendency on the part of weak church

- members to slacken their efforts and to neglect

the assembly.

Pessimism should not be ours but we should
possess an.unconquerable spirit. “Now thanks be
unto God. which always causeth us to triumph in
Christ” (2 Cor. 2:14). Sometimes we think that
* . we.have undergone much-in our fight but it is as

nothing when compared with the peraecutmns
which Christ suffered. He “for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the rlght hand of the
throne of God. For consider him that endured
such contradiction of sinners against himself,
in your minds”

lest ye be wearied and faint
(Heb. 12:2-3).

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?’ (Rom.
8:36). Is.anything or everything able to hinder us
in our onward march toward perfection? There
can be oniy one answer. NO.

During the last ten years we have sustamed the
attacks of denomiinationalism and of infidelity.
We have met the forces of the innovationists

-squarely, the I.M., and 8.S., and the Cups, and yet

we have continued to grow and to progress. They
have ridiculed us, fought us, and tried ‘to com-
promise with us. But we have more churches
now.-than ever before and more congregations are
being established continually. The flurry caused
by the “order theory” momentarily hindered our -
unanimity but our forces rallied to put down the

new rebellion. Of course there were a few casual-

ties, but now the cause moves forward again. The
rapidity of our progress will be vastly accelerated
if all of us will work harder, and if the fifth colum-
nists within will become loyal supporters of our
efforts instead of saboteurs of scriptural work.
The enemy in his death throes may resort to “foul
blows” to stop us, but let us never waver.

“I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life,
nor -angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor .
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other’ creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39). These'
things which may hinder our physical security -
cannot destroy our spiritual stability. “Nay, in
all these things we are more than conquerors
through him that loved us”-¢Rom. 8:87). Let us
say with Paul, “I can do all things:through Christ
which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). When
from a human standpoint things may look dark
and may seem to be going against us, let us have
faith and say with confidence in him who “Will
never leave us nor forsake us”, “We know that all
things work together for good to them that love
de” (Rom. 8:28). When the battle rages and we:,
are in the thickest of the fight, let us with the
hght of victory in our eye and unquenchable hope
in our hearts shout “If God be for us, WHO CAN
BE AGAINST US? -

: —422 Whittier Blvd Montbello, Cailf.




PAGE TWO
ONE AND MORE THAN- ONE.
C * By H. C. Harper
i+ “He refuses to see large churches—too large to
drink.from one drinking vessel.”—C.M., Feb. 1934.
:1.Reply: Yes; he refuses to see that which no sane
‘man can see. Listen to this: “Every city had a
eongregation: of Christian worshippers. They
met, not in thé:synagogues, as did the Jews, but in
private houses . . . They sang hymns, listened to
the reading of the Holy Scriptures, and partook
of a meal in memory of the Last Supper of Jesus
with His disciples.”—Early European History by
‘Webster. ' : .
21-Can the C.M. refute this? There is plenty more
gust like -this.. “The oldest meeting-places of
Christian wership were rooms in ordinary dwell-
ings.”—Schaff-Herzog, see under “Altar.” ~ “The
places of Christian Assembly were at first rooms in
private houses.”—Neander, Vol. I, p. 402. “The
congregation assembling in each place would come
to be known as ‘the church’ in this or that man’s
house, Rom. 16:5, 15; I Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:5.”—
Jameson, Faussett, and Brown.

. Yes, he evidently wants the truth, and not your
soft sophistry, too soft for any sane man to be de-
ceived by it. . °
- This writer in the C.M. affirms: “The Scriptures
authorize the use of more than one drinking cup
for the fruit of the vine, after thanks, in observ-
ing the Lord’s supper,” with. this note: “I am
signing the above affirmative with the under-
standiing that I am to define my proposition, and
T shall use the term authorize ‘to involve as an ex-
pedient’. ” '

And why does he not want “more than one
drinking cup for the fruit of the vine” before
thanks? Do not the same Scriptures that author-
ize the use of one drinking cup for the fruit of the
vine before thanks, authorize the use of one drink-
ing cup after thanks? They certainly do. Just
see: “And he took a cup, and gave thanks. (Mt.
26:27.) Here we have it one cup bzfore thanks.
“Angd said, Drink ye all out of it,” and here it is
one cup after thanks. The same Scripture that
says one drinking cup for the fruit of the vine in
observing the Lord’s supper before thanks says
one drinking cup for the fruit of the vine in ob-
serving the Lord’s supper after thanks. And your
“expedient” for “the use of more than one drink-
ing cup for the fruit of the vine” after thanks
comes in at the same “expedient” that admits the
instrumental music in the worship, infant bap-
tism, the Missionary society, the Sunday Scl}ool,
and every other innovation that man can devise.

Any man of sense knows that if one drinking
cup will hold the fruit of the vine for your sizeable
church for communion before thanks. it will hpld
it after thanks. Then, what are you arguing
about? Have you tried any church of 3,000 and
one drinking cup for the fruit of the vine before
thanks? Have you tried a church of 3,000 with
“one speaking at a time” for their edification? If
g0, try one of more than 25,000. You may be
smart; but you are no smarter than is the other
fellow in working in his innovation through' the
same human invention of “‘expedient.” You better
20 to the Christian Church. They evidently will
Teceive you gladly, for “expedient” is the chief

%
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“corner-stone of ,-théir ‘building. '_‘.‘th'r' épb_il “two

houses? With your “more than one drinking cup
for the fruit of the vine” at any time “in observing
the Lord’s supper” authorized in thé Scriptures

' by-expedient.you are driven into ‘the individual

cups” by this “expedient” in spite of all you can
do. Greatis “expedient” with the cups advocate,
the organ man, and the man who sprinkles for
baptism. Truly, “Birds of a feather do flock to-
gether.” N . o

The C.M., Dec. 1934, says in regard to-the cup
guestion, “Get the issue, and most of the trouble
is over:” , _ L

Yes, and when the silly contention that “The
fruit of the vine is the cup” is exposed, the trouble
is ail over. What lexicon of the New Testament
Greek says that the word translated “cup” denotes
the fruit of the .vine? ~ What Bible translation
gives “the fruit of the vine” as a translation of the
werd in the Greek that is translated cup? There
is none. The. truth is, the word does not mean

such a thing.. That word denotes ‘“a cup, a:drink- -

ing vessel” (Thayer, p. 538.). - And when this
truth is known, the trouble is all over with: those
who want the Bible for .their - faith and. practice.
“And he took a cup” (R.V.) or “the cup” (C.V.),
Mt. 26:27." . L

“Drink this cup.” (I Cor. 11:26, C.V.) “How can
one ‘drink this cup’? By drinking what it contains,
and in no other way.”—N. L. Clark: Where is
your scholar that will deny this? :

1. All cases of metonymy where “drink this cup”
is used require the cup and its contents. 2. I Cor.
11:26 is a case of metonymy where “drink the
cup” is used. 3. Therefore, to “drink the cup” in I
Cor. 11:26 requires the cup and its contents. Here
then, is a command that can not be obeyed without
a cup to hold the contents, just as Clark has point-
ed out. :

But the cups advocate asks, “Was Jesus praying
that ‘a cup, a drinking vessel’ might pass. from
him?”’ (Mt. 26:39.) And I ask: If the fruit of the
vine is the cup (“one and the same thing”), was
Jesus praying that “the fruit of the vine” might
pass from him? .

The truth is: Jesus here uses “cup, a drinking
vessel” in a metaphor, a figure of comparison,
which is a contracted simile. That is, he com-
pares his deep suffering to that of one who is
made to.drink a bitter or poison substance out of
a cup, a drinking vessel. And poterion here trans-
lated “cup” denotes “a cup, a drinking vessel.”
‘What scholar will deny this?

. The C.M., issue of Dec. 1934, under the heading
“One Cuppers Are Not One Cuppers,” says: “Al-
though the brother favoring the one-cup idea de-
cries the one favoring more than one, calls him
digressive, withdraws from, styling him a ‘cups’
advocate, and quotes ‘the cup’, ‘this cup’, etc., he
bimself is a ‘cups advocate.” ” And to prove this,
the C.M. says of this “brother favoring the one-
cup idea”, “He now says not ‘the cup’, but a cup
for each congregation or church.” And the C.M.
man concludes, “Hence one-cuppers are not one-
cunpers.” S

Reply:. The C.M. is evidently trying to shoot a
gunt that is not loaded.” It is evident to any sane

. man that “the brother favoring the one-cup idea” -
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does so in opposition to the one who favors the use
of more than one cup for each congregation, or as-
sembly. This fact, no one who wants to under-
stand -has ever failed to understand. And ‘“one-
cuppers” are ‘“one-cuppers,” so-called.

The advocate of “one ¢up for all the churches”
is the fellow who makes the silly contention that
“the fruit of the vine is the cup.” This he does
in the face of the fact that no lexicon that defines
the word translated “cup” defines it to denote “the
fruit of the vine,” and no Bible translation trans-
lates that word ‘“the fruit of the vine.” He is in
the same predicament surrounding the man who
advocates sprinkling for baptism: he can not pro-
duce a lexicon that defines the word rendered “bap-
tism” to denote “sprinkling,” nor can he produce a
Bible translation that translates that word
“sprinkling.” But still each keeps up his silly con-
tention; the one that the fruit of the vine is the
cup; the other-that sprinkling is baptism. Pote-
rion denotes “a cup, a drinking vessel” (Thayer,

. 533.) And baptisma denotes “immersion”
(Thayer, p. 94.) )

Paul advocates “one loaf.” He says, “Because

there is one loaf, we the many are one body, for
we all partake of the one loaf” (I Cor. 10:17.)
. Jesus is a “one-cupper,” so-called. “And he took
a cup.” (Mt. 26:27). Here “a” is from the old
Anglo Saxon word meaning one. With Paul and
with Jesus it was one cup, one loaf for a congre-
gation, or assembly. And the cup was poterion, “a
cup, a drinking vessel.” And none so blind as
those who will not see. And if the blind lead the
blind, both fall into the ditch.

- HERE AND THERE

The Old Year. The year, 1941, will have closed
by the time this reaches our readers. Thus we
are one year nearer the end of our earthly journey
and the coming of our Lord to judge the world.
How well have we used the time offered to us the
past 12 months? Have we “redeemed the time,”
knowing the “days are evil,” or has it been just
another year of lost opportunities to us? For me
it has been another very busy year in the Vine-
yard of the Master, yet I realize that I could have
done more, yes, and could have done better in
many ways. We rejoice, however, as we reflect on
the progress in our fight against error and di-
gression in the church; over lost souls saved from
past sins; and over the progress of the OPA. We
now have over ten times as many subs as were
turned to us by Brother Harper at the beginning
of 1932. Let us “thank God and take courage.”

The New Year.—As we contemplate the sacri-
fice, the trials, temptations, and battles, that, no
doubt, will be ours in a world torn with strife,
war, mass slaughter of human life and of proper-

ty, we feel more and more the importance of walk-

ing closer to the Good Master and of being often
in prayer. While there is never a time for com-
promise with error, and we must ever keep in
mind to “earnestly contend for the faith once de-
livered,” yet I do believe we should strive all the
more to “endeavor to keep the unity of the spirit
in the bonds of peace.”” May all bitterness, cla-
mor, envy, gossip, evil speaking one of another,

jealousy, especially preacher jealousy, and back-

biting be put away from among us as brethren,
and may we be bound more closely together by
bonds of Christian love. Being thus prepared, we
should be able to accomplish much, even in the
face of apparent obstacles. o
Appreciation.—Since it is next to impossible
for me to write all a personal letter, who have
written me such nice words of encouragement as
publisher of the paper, I take this means.of say-
ing to you all that words fail me as'I try in vain
to -express my appreciation of the many nice
things you have done and said for me and the
paper. May God bless and keep you all in His love
and care is my humble petition.. Many thanks
to all for the nice cards and letters the past few
weeks. Pray for me that I may ever walk worthy
of your continued co-operation and fellowship in
these trying times. May God bless all the faith-
ful preachers and crown their efforts in His cause
with success throughout 1942. —Homer L. King.

OUR HELPERS

Below are the names of the ones who have sent
us subscriptions from November 20 to December
20, and following the names the number of subs.
received by us. Check this list for any mistakes,
and should you fail to find your acknowledgment;
here, report to the OPA at once. Many thanks’
to all for the hearty co-operation in keeping the
OPA able to make its monthly visits. Will you
not help us to keep it growing by helping us to in~
crease its circulation and influence? .

Ervin Waters—5; Homer L. King—4; C. H.
Lee—2; Mrs. T. G. Cohea—2; Mrs. Verdie Poteet:
—2; Paul Nichols—2; Fred Kirbo—2; Mrs. Ellean:
Mynes—2; Jesse Smith—1; Paul Triplett—1;
Ralph Mustard—1; T. M. Hoover—1; J. W. Barn-
es—1; Ralph Fancher—1; A. A. Patterson—1;
Barney Welch—1; M. O. Engle—1; H. E. Robert-
son—1; F. R. Roberson—1; Mrs. Ruby Turner—
1; H. E. Thompson—1; E. A. Lowry—1; Mrs.
J. S. Thomas—1; Mrs. Martha Gallemore—1;
George Hughes—1; Alfred Finto—1; L. J. Smith
—1; Total 40.

Acknowledgment
In response to the appeal for help in completing
the OPA office by Brother Gay a few months ago,
we wish to acknowledge a donation of $5.00 by
Brother and Sister Hugh Milner, Middleton, Ohio.
Many. many thanks for this consideration and
liberal donation. -—Publishers.

“You cannot afford to give up essential liberty
for the sake of temporary safety. I'd rather fight
for the trutb a life time than to be in hell for five
minutes.””—James L. Neal.

We do not see much chance for churches to do
much toward “sending once and again” to the
support of preachers out doing the work of evan-
gelists or to do much toward taking care of the
poor and afflicted right around them as long as
“our institutions” keep them bled white.

“Be thou faithful unto death, and. I will give
thee a crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).
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. H. E. ROBERTSON, Assistant __._.__....

PAGE FOUR

THE OLD PATHS ADVOCATE

JANUARY 1, 1942

Oid Paihs Adveocate

PUBLISHED MONTHLY.AT LEBANON, MO.

Entered as second-class matter March 24, 1982, at the post-
office. at Lebanon, Missouri, under the Act of March 3, 1879.

EDITORS
HOMER L. KING —o e Lebanon, Mo,
HOMER A. GAY o Lebanon. Mo.
: PUBLISHER N
HOMER L. KING oo Route 2, Lebanon, Mo.

-w-~-Phillipsburg, Mo.

SUPSCRIPTION RATES
SINGLE SUBSCRIPTION ONE YEAR _.____.___________. $1.00
SINGLE SUBSCRIPTION SIX YEARS ____.......__.... $5.00

Printed by Laycook Printing.Co., Jackson, Tenu.

POLICY OF THIS PAPER

(A reprint of the “policy” as it appeared in the
January number, the first issue under-its present
name, in 1932).

1. To judge no man’s loyalty to his God by his
loyalty to the paper. )

2. To “earnestly contend for the faith, which
was once delivered to the saints” (Jude 3), and
thus complete the restoration started by the
Campbells and others a century ago.

3. To oppose EVERY departure from the word
of God in faith and practice; avoiding at the same
time undue stress on any one sin to the exclusion
of others. We expect to wage a war of uncom-
promising hostility against every sin, both in and
out of the church. ' :

4. To make the paper an open forum, insofar
as the issues being discussed are considered vital

- to the, welfare of the church and the salvation of

the soul.

5. To give the readers a balanced periodical,
thus making it beneficial to both saint and sinner.
* 6. To manifest the spirit of Christ in dealing
with all issues and controversies, thus avoiding
personal thrusts and abusive language. We ask
all our writers to say nothing in the columns of
the paper, that they would be ashamed or afraid
to say in the day of judgment.

7. To make field reports a special feature.
Therefore, we insist that all preachers and leaders
of the loyal congregations send in reports and an-
nouncements regularly ; thereby encouraging oth-
ers in the work.

8. Finally, to be true to the charge that God
has given us; to glorify Him in all that we do or
say; to urge upon all a closer walk with God;
realizing that we have never dying souls to save,
and to fit them for Mansions in the sky.

Signed:

—Homer L. King —Homer A. Gay.

Comment
In as much as the policy of this vaper remains

- the same as it was when we published the first

issue, we think well to re-run it in this issue.
I am just now looking over the first issue of the
OPA (Jan. 1, 1982). Bro. Homer L. King and I

‘are the only ones left of the original four editors.

Bro. King -is still the publisher, and Bro. H. E.
Robertson :is still ‘assistant. We see no reason

- why we should make any changes in the policy.

We still believe as we did at the first, and we still
propose to do our very best to put out a paper
true to its name—Old Paths Advocate. We still
propose “to make the paper an open forum, inso-
far as the issues being discussed are considered
vital to the welfare of the church and the salva-
tion of soul,” but we do not propose to do the work
and pay the expense of the paper in order to fur-
nish space for the enemies of the cause of righte-
ousness.

Bro. King has proven himself to be a good pub-
lisher, and the brethren prove to us that they
want such a paper as the OPA. We now have over
ten times as many paid up subscribers as at the
beginning (our greatest progress being in 1939
to 1941). We appreciate our friends who sub-
scribe for the paper, and also those who send it to
cthers. With a greater determination and a
stronger faith, we press on to victory.

—Homer A. Gay.

LEADERSHIP
(No. 2)

We continue the discussion of the qualifications
of Bible leadership. Our leadership must be an
example to the flock. -

Hospitality is commanded to be shown to
strangers. InI Pet. 4:9, there is a direct command
to use “hospitality one to another without grudg-
ing”. Do we do it? How many of us obey this
nassage of scriptures? Not many of us, I'm sure.
“A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of
one wife, vigilant, sober. of ood behavior, given
to hospitality, apt to teach” (I Tim. 3:2). Breth-
ren we should awake from this long sleep and obey
the commandments of God.

give thee light” (Eph. 5:14).

“Seber Minds.”—They must be sober minded,
not only when they are in the pulpit, or in the
presence of their brethren, but always. It was
designated to man to be sober minded, and sound
in the faith. To be sober is, to be vigilant, and
watchful.  “Not slanderers, sober, faithful in all
things” (I -Tim. 3:11). Neither can they be
“slanderers,” as a great many are today. “For I
say, through .the grace given unto me, to every
man that is among you, not to think himself more
highly than he ought to think; but to ‘think so-
berly, according as God hath dealt-to. every man
the measure of faith” (Rom. 12:8). I would to
God that we could be as the Apostle Peter admon-
ished; “Be sober, be vigilant, because your adver-
sary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about
seeking whom he may devour” (I Pet. 5:8). Yes,
we should live “soberly, righteously, and godly, in
this present world” (Tit. 2:12), if we expect to
inherit the crown in that beautiful place called
HEAVEN. What a pity it is to look at the church
today, and see its condition! Why? ~ Just because
we have neglected to develop Scriptural Leaders.

"“Every man will be judged according to his

works” (Rev. 20:18).

“Just Minds.”—*“Just,” means, “dealing law-
fullv in all manner of questions.” “Behold all
souls are mine; as the souls of the father, so also
the soul of the son is mine: ;
it shall die. But if a man be just, and do that

“Awake thou that
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall

s e

the soul that sinneth

. in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

JANUARY 1, 1942

THE OLD PATHS ADVOCATE

PAGE FIVE

which is lawful and right, and hath walked in my
statutes, and hath kept my judgments, to deal
truly; he is just, he shall surely live, saith the
Lord God” (Ezk. 18:4, 5, 9).- So it is with the
leadership as well as the other members, if they.
are “just” they shall live, but if they are unjust,
unruly, or sinful, they shall “surely die.” '

“Temperate.”—Paul teaches us that one “who
striveth for the mastery is temperate”. (I Cor. 9:
25). “Meekness, temperance: against such there
is no law” (Gal. 5:28). Always remember there
is no law against meekness and temperance, and
we should manifest it at all times throughout the
Christian life.

“Strong.”—“Thou, therefore, my son, be strong
And the
things that thou hast heard of me among many
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men
who shall be able to teach others also” (2 Tim.
2:1, 2). This is the most neglected passage in
the New Testament! Here we see the importance
of the word “STRONG.” How are we to become
strong? I read “Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not fo be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2
Tim. 2:15). We then must study to become
strong and active leaders. We have so called
leaders in the church who want the position, as
such, but they don’t want to study. There are
also those who want the other man to do the
studying for them. Then we have those who are
too weak to study for themselves. (Matt. 14:31),
“0O thou of little faith.” You might have good
and honest intentions in your position as a leader,
but just remember, the road to HELL is paved
with good intentions. We also have those who
do not study God’s Word enough. Will God be
pleased with a man of this type? No. “Even so
faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone”
(James 2:17). : v

“To Feed Flock.”—The elders of the church are
commanded to “feed the flock; not by constraint,
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready
mind” (I Pet. 5:2). “And I will set up-shepherds
over them which shall feed them: and they shall
fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they
be lacking, saith the Lord” (Jer. 23:4). “Take
heed therefore unto yourselves and to all the flock,
over which the Holy Ghost hath made you over-
seers, to feed the Church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood” (Acts 20:28).

These are things we should think about prayer-
fully, and carefully, and if we are falling short of
our duty, let us strive to do better in the future,
so as to prepare ourselves for the judgment. “Let
us press on toward the mark of the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:14).
“And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain; for the former things are passed
away.” (Rev. 21:4). Why do we not strive to
do better? There is certainly a wonderful
thought in the preceeding passage. We can there
be free from our sorrows and all our troubles, ar}d
there we can abide with our Heavenly Father in

everlasting peace.
' Ralph Mustard.

‘the week to the sepulcher.

WHEN SHOULD THE DAY BEGIN?

Brother McGill begins by saying, “A perfect
understanding of the-Scriptures on this subject
may be had, not by considering that -part that ap-
peals to us, but by studying all the Scriptures say
regarding to the subject.”

Now that is a very good start Bro. McGill, and
if you had just stuck to that proposition you
would not have gotten lost in the woods. He then
quotes Matt. 27:22, 23, which is as far from the
subject as Genesis is from Revelations.

He thinks that the disciples have done a great
evil in taking the Lord’s Supper after the sun
goes down on Saturday. Yes, my Brother, they
did that very thing at Troas and continued to do
it till the Roman Catholics stopped them from it
some time after the Pope became universal ruler
after 538, according to prophecy.

If the brother has introduced one single scrip-
ture to prove anything at all about the time the
day should begin, I have failed to find it. And
if it were not that he brought my name into it I
should have passed it over.

Jesus Christ had absolutely nothing to do with
changing the time when the day should begin. If
He did it was when He prepared the earth for the
habitation of man. What we mean by the begin-
ning of the day is the cycle of twenty-four hours.

“And the evening and the morning were the
first day.” This was a Creative day, and I be-
lieve the same as the prophetic day spoken by
Daniel (8:14). The day then was ruled by the
sun, as it is now. God speaking of the evening
first. would show that He intended it to come
first. Will the brother deny that it was thus kept
from that time till the Roman Catholics changed
it after 5382 Now if this is correct, why does
he want it changed to SUN UP? That is a “bran’
new idea” to the whole creation, which no one has
ever claimed but Bro. McGill.

Does the BEGINNING of the day have any
thing to do with honoring or dishonoring Christ?
Christ came to FULFILL the law, not to change
it. Now we will give a few scriptures from the
NEW TESTAMENT, and see who is doing “wish-
ful thinking.” Read Luke 4:40: “Now when the
sun was setting all they that had sick with divers
diseases brought them unto him; and he laid
his hands on every one of them, and healed them.”
Brother McGill will please tell us why they waited
till SUN SET to bring their sick to Christ? ? ?
Did the rulers of the Jews not forbid them heal-
ing on the Sabbath? Was that one reason that
they sought to kill Jesus? Then SUN SET was
the End of the Sabbath? If not, tell us why?

Now get this. If the Sabbath ended at SUN
SET what followed but the first day of the week?
Now turn to and read Mark 16:1, “And when the
Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome had bought sweet
spices that they might come and anoint him. And
early on the first day of the week, they came tp
the sepulcher at the rising of the sun.” This
shows us plainly that these women bought and
preparéd their ointment after SUN SET, ready
to go as soon as it was light on the first day of
Also, shows one who
wants to know the truth, that the FIRST DAY
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OF THE week began on what we now call Satur-
day night. Now follow, brother, and we will give
you some more scripture. Acts 20:7. Be careful
how you read. “And on the first day of the week
when the disciples came together to break bread,
Paul preached unto them ready to depart on the
merrow; and continued his speech till midnight.”
Now brother what did those disciples come’ to-
gether for? Is that the only time this was. d.one,
or were accustomed to come together at that time,
for that purpose? No man can say trgthfully
that they .did take the Supper at the time ap-
pointed. Then Paul preached till midnight. ,
Whoopee! If they took it at SUN UP, W_ouldn t
that have been SOME SERMON! And if they
had taken it at twelve o’clock. That would have
been some, too. . .
Well, boys, theorize as you will, you cannot im-
prove on God’s law on the beginning of the day,
nor on Christ’s establishing the time of the Sup-
per at the BEGINNING of the first day of the
week. Wrest the Scriptures .and philosophize, if
you will, but there is a day coming for vou apd
me, when we will wish we had followed Christ in-
stead of Rome. Anyone that knows .anything
about history, knows that-the Pope of Rome
changed the beginning of the day from sun set t,o
midnight. So there. Take it ‘or leave it. Isnt
it. strange how some people when fchey have no
proof will begin SLURRING  their opponent?
Who said that Jesus arose with the sun and
changed time as well as law, but YOU?? And
there is no other man in the UNIVERSE that
ever said such a thing. Not one law for the gov-
ernment of the human race did Christ make. But
we will not notice any more quibbles. If some
one who knows what the scriptures teach, and
wouldn’t go “around the house hunting the
FRONT door,” would like, I will discuss this sub-
ject with him. _ )
—Emmett A. Lowry.

PASSED ON

Cogburn.—Walter Franklin Cogburn was born July 30, 1888;
departed this life, after a lingering illness, December 3, 1941,
being 53 years, 4 months, and' 3 days of age. . .

December 6, 1906 Brother Gogburn was married to Maud
Gregory, to which unionr two children were born. The son
died in infancy, but the daughter, Mrs. Stella Mae Park sur-
vives to mourn his passing. -

Besides the daughter, his grand-daughter, Peggy, his mother,
five brothers, five sisters, and a host of other relatives and
friends ave left behind to mourn his passing. .

Brother Cogburn obeyed the gospel in 1908 and remained
faithful until death. Since T have kpown him for about
twenty years, and he has been very helpful to me in my eﬂ’ox.'t
to live the Christian life, I felt free to speak concerning his
virtues. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him_. The
writer spoke words of consolation to relatives and f,x:lends.
May they “sorrow not even as others who have no hope”.

) ‘—George Hughes.

Note: Our beloved and laniented Brother Walter Cogpurn
and the bereaved ones are well known and loved by the editors
of the OPA, and we join Brother Hughe§ in his words of
sympathy and consolation to the bereaved ones. To kno\’v
Bro. Walter was to love him. His home was the preacher’s
home, and he was a loyal supporter of the principles as ad-
vocated by the OPA, being an active worker for the.paper.
May God bless and comfort the dear bereaved ones in this dark
hour. . —Homer L. King.

" '?‘Contend earnestly for the faith which was
once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3).

—
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Edgar Claywell, Fullerton, Calif., December 3. — Brotber
Waters closed a meeting at San Diego last Lord’s day, with

good results. Brethren Waters and Kirbo are doing some

wonderful work here.

Ollie Jones, Kinston, Alabama, Dec. 1.—The church ?t Low-
ery seems to be doing nicely, with the young men making real
good talks. We attended services at the Early churc}l two
weeks ago, and they had a large crowd. They are still re-.
joicing over the success of their meeting this year.

A. A. Patterson, Ada, Oklahoma, Dec. 2.—Brother H. E. Ro-
bertson recently visited us with three splendid lessons, but
he failed to give satisfaction as all want him to come back
again. Such preachers have a welcome here, at 405 W. 6th St.,
any time they may be coming this way.

Lee .R. Williams, 234 W. Cherokee, McAlester, lea., Dec.
3.——We are getting along fine here. I intend to visit the bre-
thren in Tuskahoma this Lord’s day. I believe there are some
good honest people there, who want the truth, and I am glad
to assist them anyway that I can.

W. E. Shockley, Bx. 95, Sanger, Calif., Dec. 1.—Brother
Tred Kirbo was with us at an all-day meeting, NoYe}x\ber
30, and he did some excellent preaching. There were .vlsltors,
fr;m Montebello, Poplar, and Crockett. Bro. Waters 1s to be-
gin a meeting here Dec. 7.

Clarence Kessinger, Spring Hill, Wi Va, Dec. 15—We are
doing fine, and we hope it may continue. I have planned to
visit Clovis Cook, near Lebanon, Mo, in the near future, the
Lord willing. While there I hope to meet the other preachers
in that part. May God bless them. Pray for us that we may
continue in the good work.

E. Mynes, Huntington, West Va., Dec. 17—There is much
work that needs to be done in this town and a:round here.
We are looking forward to a meeting in the spring by Bro-
ther King. We sometimes become discouraged bgcau§e o}f the
opposition by digressive brethren, who keep coming In, hence
the need for a good meeting so-much.

George Hughs, Rte. 4, Box 111, Brownwood, Texas, Dec. 12.
~—The Ehur’chg— here is doing fine. We now have Bro. B J.
Smith. of Wichita Falls, living in Brownwood, also Bro. A. R.
MeMullan, of Lubbock, living in Comanche, 'and others have
moved in. All of whom are very much appreciated and needed.
Let us press on as never before.

Fred Kirbo, Davis, Oklahoma, Dec. 17—We have just 're-
turned home’from California, where I preached at ele;ien
congregations. During the two months we spent there, ﬁve
were baptized and three restored. We have some very t;:e
prethren out there, who are keeping Brot.her 'Waters.m e
field. A lot of brethren in Oklahoma believe in keeping the

) i t the wrong field — the corn-field.
preacher in the field, bu g G e eing 15 .

Brethren, let us do some mission work!
Davis, January 1.
: —_—

Walter Jones, 1417 Columbia St., San Diego, Calif., Dec. 16.
—T1 am very happy to say that we now pav.e a loyal congregai-.
tion in this city. We meet for worship in the Ch.amber g
Commerce building, corner of Broadway and Columbia, Broa.k-
way entrance. Brother Ervin Waters conducted a two weeks,
me.eting, which resulted in establishmg’a loval congregah?n
of 15 members. We all love and apprecxat.e Broth_er and SISd-
‘ter Waters, and our prayers are for their .contmued goc;
health and success. All lovers of the .truth wzll‘_ find a hearty
welcome with us. We .worship the Bible way. Pray fo_r us.

i 1ri 9.—Since my last

Chas. D. Palmer, Lebanon, MlSS.Oul'l, Dec. 19. By s
'rer)or{',S T have preached three. times to ‘the new-church‘ in
Lebanon. YLast week-end I was with the church, near Rich-

EEI
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. their ability to perform will verify this fact.

- ing-of the elders.
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land, preaching once to a fair crowd. I plan to attend the
Howard-McGinnis debate at Dora, Mo., Dec. 20, 21, en route
to my home in Alabama. 1
I plan to return to the Ozarks of Missouri to visit churches
where I have been invited, as well as some in Oklahoma and
Texas,ﬂ'gpssibiy in the early spring and summer. I now plan
to devote my entire time to preaching.the gospel. Note the
change of address to Kinston, Alabama. :

Sam Smith, Rte. 1, Wesson, Miss.—The interest at .New
Salem church seems to be growing, and all seem determined
to carry .on t\he work in the Bible way. .The young brethren
are developing in the work. I think any faithful preacher
passing this-way will find a welcome in this church. I fear
that T shall soon be called to the service by the Government.
Pray that I may be faithful until death.

: M. J. Buffington, 929 S. Presa St., San Antonio, Texas, Dec.
15—My last meetin_g was at Pleasanton, Texas, where we were
hindered much by’ innovationists and bad weather. I have
recently visited Sand Grove, Gause, Corpus Christi, Sabinal,
‘and Fairview. I-preach somewhere every Lord’s day. I
should be available for meetings next year (1942) by April
1, If it is a mission meeting, do not be afraid to call me.
I believe the Bible teaches one loaf, one cup, no “class sys-
tem of teaching” (Sunday. school).. “Let us hold fast our
profession” (Heb. 4:14).

Joe Howard, Lone Rock, Arkansas, Dec. 21.—I have been
working with the home church the past few weeks. I am now
in the last night of the debate at Odom, near Dora, Mo. This
debate is with Ross McGinnis on the cups question. I do not
intend to do much protracted work this winter on the ac-
count of my failing health. Since my last report, I received
$20.00 from the Lees Summit church, near Lebanon, Mo., for
which I am very thankful to all and to the Lord.

Joe Castleman, 110 Del Rio St., San Antonio, Texas, Dec.
17.—~The church here has several young men who are study-
ing carefully and prayerfully to make public teachers, and
The major fac-
tor for this development is the untiring patience and teach-
Preachers - and. teachers- here. are as fol-
lows: Everett Perkins, Merwyn Buffington, Cleddy Etheridge,
Ben Fintrup, Woodrow Cox, Jack Jones, and Bro. Smith.
“Let us labor to enter into that rest” (Heb. 4:11).

- F. R. Robertson (colored), Lawrenceburg, Tenn., Dee. 7.—
The faithful few (colored), meeting for worship in the Gandy
community, are still rejoicing over the wonderful sermon
delivered by Brother-King to us the fourth Lord’s day in
August. It was food for our hungry ones, for we do *“hun-
ger and thirst after righteousness.” This service will long
be remembered by us, and we trust that the Lord will make
it possible to have another such service sometime. We pray
that many more faithful servants of the Lord will enter the
Vineyard to carry on the work. -

Gilmer Ainley, 526 W. Maple, Monrovia, Calif., Dec. 9.—
Since my cther report to the OPA, I conducted a short meet-
ing (one week) in this my home town. True to the saying
of Jesus, “A prophet is not without honor save in his own

"country and among his own people,” proved to be true as

far as visible results were concerned. The meeting was well
advertised, and many of my old associates in the denomina-
tional world turned out to hear the truth. I was glad to be-
gin the evangelistic work in my home community. I began
in my “Jetusalem,” and now I am ready for “Judeah” (near-
by towns). We have some prospects for baptism in the near
future. Pray for me.

Clyde Penner, Vanzant, Mo., Dec. 12.—Brother Joe Howard
conducted a meeting for us in Nov. without visible results,
but by his earnest labor privately and publicly, in teaching
a *thus saith the Lord,” and in answer fo questions, he suc-
ceeded in clearing up some confusion, which had troubled the.,

ckurch. This confusion. had- come from the new “set order” :

of- worship faction, over the “set order” and the use of the
contribution. Brethren, let us fight the good fight, as such

‘men ‘as Joe Howard, Ervin Waters, and a number of other

loyal brethren. I appreciate Brother Waters in his firm stand
for the truth. Brother Howard did an excellent work in his

After an indefinite visit at home, .

debate with Watson, near Diggins.
nights.

‘W. M. Hopkins, Rte. 1, Decatur, Ark—We wonld like to
locate close to a loyal church; and we prefer Lebanon, Mis-
souri. We are about 50 to 75 miles from Berryville, Arki" We
have a good large house, large barn, brooder houses, ‘cellar;
45 acres of land, fenced, goed drilled well, plenty of wood,
ete; " We would sell or trade for a place close to a good loyal
churcéh. That is the reason we want to leave here. (If in-
terested, or if you can help these Christians to locate, write
them as above.—Publishers.- o ’ S

Wife and I attended two

* Ralph Mustard, 221 E. Cleveland, Montebello, Calif., Dec.
}1.71 have recently (Nov. 26, 1941) taken one of the mést
important steps in life—I took unto myself a wife, Sister
Odessa Henderson, of Hood River, Oregon. I was with Bro-
thér Kirbo for six days'in his meeting at Coreoran, assisting
in the singing and preaching. Bro. Paul Nichols also assisted
in the same. We certainly did enjoy the association of all
there. - My next was with the brethren at.Greenfield, with
good crowds, and the church seemed strengthened. My next
was at Deming, New Mex., where I preached over. Lord’s day.
Dec. 7, I preached to a good crowd at Siskiyou St. church. I
am now with Bro. Waters in a meeting at Sanger, Calif, with
fair crowds. Pray for us. : :

J. W. Barnes, Green Forest, Ark., Nov. 23.—It seemed for a
while that the S. S. brethren had just about crowded out the
loyal gospel preachers in'this part, and I, too, was just about
‘carried away with the dissimulation”, but when some of us
wanted to put out the litérature, Rue Porter took a hand in it,
and he said that the eating of meat in I Cor. 8, had reference
to literature or anything else not mentioned in the Bible, but
that is meant either way. Hence, they said there would be more
offended to put it out than to use it, hence some of us dropped
out. See Acts 20:30; Gal. 1:7,8. I once had much confidence in
Bro. Porter, but when he perverted that plain Seripture, I had
to give him up, as I think more of God’s word than any man.
This church was at Oak Grove, Ark. We are now meeting
with Bro. Joe Clayton, with good interest.

‘Ervin Waters, 422 Whittier Blvd., Montebello, Calif., Dec. 15
—1I closed the San Diego meéting Nov. 30. I am thankful that
a congregation was established there. There are several song
leaders and teachers among the number and we have strong
hopes for this new congregation. They are interested in the
work and are liberal givers. They have decided to cooperate
fully in our mission work. If every congregation would decide
that, we speedily would have even more preachers in the field
here. The California churches were strengthened much by
Bro. Kirbo’s strong teaching and desired him to stay longer
with us. I preached at Siskiyou, Dec. 3, and started a meeting
at Sanger, Dec. 7. Bro. Ralph Mustard is with me in the meet-
ing. Pray for us.

H. E. Robertson, Phillipsburg, Mo., Dec. 15.—Since my last
report, I held a meeting at Cable Ridge, near Climax Springs,
Mo., with four baptized and one restored. We had good crowds
most of the time, in spite of the rainy weather. We now
have a good congregation at this place, and they continue to
grow in number, knowledge, and zeal. Bro. C. H. Lee has done
much ‘to build up the church there. My next was at the Bitt
Shop, near Healdton, Okla. Due to the late season the crowds
were small. We were assisted much by the Healdton brethren.
After this I preached a week at Healdton, with one confession
of faults. On my way home, I visited the congregations at
Ada and Sulphur. This was my first trip into this part, but I

‘met some fine brethren at all these places, and T enjoyed their

hospitality and Christian association very much.

T. M. Hoover, 2135 Alhambra Ave., Martinez, Calif., Nov. 22.
—1In September we moved from our old home churches, Monte-
bello, Siskiyou 8t., and Monrovia to the above address. The
ten years we were associated and labored with the faithful in
that part were pleasant and profitable, and we learned to love
them dearly, and our prayers are for them in their unfailing
faith, We are now laboring-with the church in Crockett,
which was established by our beloved Bro. John L. Reynolds.
Recently we visited the fine church at Stockton, meeting some
of the members, from Lodi. These brethren are showing much
zeal in the work. We had the good pleasure of meeting Bro-
ther Kirbo and wife. We are glad to learn that Bro. Kirbo will

-
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labor ‘witk' ihe brethren in Calif. {
untiring efforts of Brother -Waters .are still bearing fruit.

Since there.is no stopping pldece;let us “go forward”.in our
duty, brethren. s o DT

. Paul Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave.; Hollywood, Calif., Dec. 14—
Since my last report;I preached at Corcoran, where there are
still a few that. are ‘fighting the -good fight of faith, even
though there has “héen-a.breach”in that-church: I preached
one night at Stockton; and from there I went to Poplar, where
I was with the brethren for two services, which I enjoyed very
much. Since I returned home, I have preached three times at
my home congregation. "On the night of Nov. 26, I witnessed
‘the marriage of our-beloved Ralph Mustard, and Sister Odessa
Henderson, of Hood River, Ore. Recently our country has
entered into a great coenflict; this is a time when every child
of God must be strong in his faith in the omnipotent Heaven-
ly Father. No matter what happens, let us put all of our
trust in God and continue to work in His vineyard.

Homer A. Gay, Lebanon, Mo., Dec. 21.—For the past two
months I have been kept at home by my work, and have not
done any preaching, hence have nothing much to report. I
have been helping as Y could with-the work of the home con-
gregation in the way of singing, teaching, and praying. The
congregation seems to be in pretty good condition, and we, to-

" gether with the congregations at Lebanon and Claxton,. are
planning to keep some one busy preaching in the Ozarks the
most of 1942. During these troublesome times of uneasiness,
trouble, and blood-shed, let us contribute freely and liberally
to the support of the cause, and let us see that the Old Paths
Advocate is read by every family in the congregation.

Homer L. King, Lebanon, Missouri, December 21.—The meet-
ing, near Clayton, Oklahoma, closed after one week, without
additions, but we believe much good was dene in the teaching
against sin and digression. We found some fine people in that
part, we think. We were assisted much by Bro. Lee Williams
and- family, of McAlester, and by brethren from Tuskahoma.
I recently preached to the faithful ones in the Claxton church,
near Lebamon. I have just returned home from the Howard-
McGinnis debate, on the cups, near Dora, Mo. About the usual
line of arguments were made on both sides. Brother Joe
Howard did his part well,’and I consider it was another victory
for truth. McGinnis was very common as a debater, I think.
A Bro. Butler moderated for Bro. McGinnis and Bro. Robertson
for Bro. Howard. Brother DeWitt Palmer, after spending
nearly three months in my home and with others in the Ozarks,
has -returned to his home in Ala. We were glad to have him
with us and we trust he was profited. 1941 was one of the
busiest years for me.’

“WORDS_ OF ENCOURAGEMENT

“] am enclosing my renewal and another renew-

al to the OPA. We do not think there is another

paper as good, and we would like to have a long
list of subs. to send you. Best regards to y_ou_ar.ld
family.” _-Ellean-Mynes, West Virginia.

“Please find my renewal enclosed. We 'enjoy

the paper so much. All the faithful brotherhood

Let us all iry to
 May God’s
the faithfu!

should support this fine paper.”
double the' subscriptions in. 1942.
blessings be and abide with -all

throughout the new year.” —T. M. Hoover, Calif. .

“We anxiously await the égming of the OPA

each month, and we don’t want to miss an issue

brethren will enter the field.” . Sl
—F. R. Roberson, wifg, Mother-in-law, Tenn.

. “Here is my renewal”for the OPA. I enjoy.
- reading the.paper and look forward to each issue

“of jt."—Alfred Fintq_, Texas.- i

© T “Lam

. ‘ s

’i§43',‘ the Lord willing. 4Tb¢.§

of it. We are praying that many more fait]nfu! .

enclosing. my renewal, ancther sub., and

‘an order for six copies of the ‘Clark-King Dis- ‘
cussion.” Keep what is left for your good work.”
) . —Mrs. T. G. Cohea, California. -

“Here is my renewal. I enjoy the OPA very
much. It seemed for a while that the S. 8. preach-
ers about had us here, but when we saw how they
perverted the plain Scripture, we had to give
them up.” —J. W. Barnes, Ark.

“T am sending a subscription for my Aunt who
is 81 years of age, but she likes to read the OPA.
We think it is a grand paper.” —Mrs. J. S. Thom-
as, Oklahoma. ' )

“Here is my renewal to the dear old OPA. I
certainly enjoy every word of it, and I wish that
I could do more for the good cause for which it
stands. I do wish we could increase its size.” —
Mrs. Martha Gallemore, Calif. )

“Brother King, I would like to continue my sub-
scription to the OPA, but my money is scarce and
I am under the care of a doctor. I wish .that I
could be with you again.” (Your paper 1s con-

tinued to you, brother.—Publisher). :
—D. A. Jones, Texas. "

“We enjoy the paper {rery much, and we hope
it will continue to fight for the truth.” )
. —Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Claywell, Calif.

“Here is my renewal to the OPA. We enjoy
every issue. We wish you and family a success-
“ful year.” : —L.J Smith, Miss.

“Find oﬁe dollar enclosed to keep my name on
.the mailing list of the OPA.. We like it fine.”
—Mrs. Ruby Turner, Missourl.

The November issué of the OPA was just fine.

We enjoyed it very much.”
S —Mr. and Mrs. Ollie Jones, Alabama.

“Here:'is fffy'renewal to'the OPA. I don’t know
when my: time expires, but just give me credit
and keep it coming.” —A. A. Patterson, Okla.

. © QUESTIONS

1. Are the things in Acts 2:42 (teaching, fel-
lowship, the breaking of bread, and the prayers)

items of worship? X

2. Do the sceriptures say, or teach, that it is
“ginful to worship in the above manner? "

3. Does the breaking of bread in Acts 20:7 have

reference to the communion? = . -

4..1s the teaching of the aﬁoé%lé’ Paul superior

to the tez_a_ching of Christ and the twelve 'apostle'g_‘.f

B ]‘):o"es Paul’s teaching. specifically ',bse:t““
the whole duty’ of saints and smneys‘? ‘ R
© 0 _Joseph MilleF T ®e

© 428 E. Kurzan' St.
"+ .Brazil; Indiana. -

Ye num'rous sects
which all declare

‘Lo Christ is here.
Lo Christ is there.”

Your stronger proofs
divinely give

And show me where
the Christians live.

“Where is Thy Church, ’
Q, Savior, where?”
I heard the cry.
and then 1 heard:
“Here is My Church -
where men still dare
To take Me at My word.

to Dwell in.{’] (Isa. 58:12).

“Thus saith the Lord, *Stand ye in the ways, aud see, and ask for the Old Paths, where is th v 3]
1 Lotd, And s . e, e good way, and walk rein,
and ye shall find rest for your souls” (Jer, 6:18) “And they that be of Thee shall build the old wa‘stg plgces“:athotfesllf;?t !
raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer of Paths

-a cause for such conditions.

foftﬁ .
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FORGETTING JEHOVAH
By T. F. Thomasson

In the June, 1941, issue of the OPA I read an
article, under the heading “Is America Forgetting
Jehovah 7, in which the writer gave us a true, but
sad, picture of conditions that prevail here. Since
reading that article, I have been wondering why
such conditions do prevail. Surely there must be
Shall we place the
blame on the enemies of Jehovoh? No, I think
not.

I believe that the so-called friends of Jehovah
are the primary cause of all the confusion that is
in the world today. Let us consider the Jews and
their condition. They were Jehovah’s chosen peo-
ple. They claimed Him as their God. He gave
them a law as a rule of action. They boasted
about it and were great sticklers for it. They pre-
tended to have a deep and abiding love for Jeho-
vah, but they would not obey the laws He gave
them. They added to it, took from it, and substi-
tuted for it. Hence, their condition today. The
enemies of Jehovah did not cause it. They brought
it upon themselves. God was long suffering, bore
with them, pleaded with them, sent His prophets
to warn them, but they would not heed. So they
were destroyed, and a perpetual shame came upon
them, which will never be forgotten. When the
Jews went down, God set up a new order. He
gave a new law through His Son, Jesus Christ;
this to all nations. Paul calls it “the law of the
spirit of life in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:2). James
calls it “The perfect law of liberty” (James 1:25).
Paul. says, “it thoroughly furnishes to all good
werks” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). In it is revealed all
things that.pertain to life and Godliness, (2 Pet.

. 1:3).. - Wheét--God gave the Jews their law He

meant for them to obey it without mixing any hu-
iSmswith it. Disobedience to that law
brought shidine and confusion to the Jews. Just
0 now, when we mix a lot of humanism with this
ew law the same results automatically follow,
Yiich are shame, confusion, and every evil work.
Litke God’s law In the natural kingdom; when
that law functions as it should all is well, but
when it does not function as it should we have
earthquakes, cyclones, hurricanes, and great up-
heavels. For example, consider conditions that
prevail in the European countries. They have
Jehovah’s law. In fact, it was written in that
country. Millions of people over there claim to
be friends of Jehovah and His law, but they will
not obey that law, only in part. Three-fourths of
what they do in service and worship is human

tradition and the doctrines and commandments

of men. We have the same Divine, God-given law,
here in this country. Millions of people here
claim to be friends of Jehovah and His law.
Preacher_s will hold this law up and insist that
we take it as a guide and at the same time prac-
tice things and teach others to do the same that
they couldn’t read in that law if their [ives de-
pended on it. Like the Jews, when we add to,
take from, or substitute the doctrines of men for
that law, we are then forgetting Jehovah and we
need not be surprised to see any kind of an up-
heavel. We remember Jehovah by obeying His
law without mixture. Jehovah has left us with-
out an excuse. We have His law in all languages.
We find it in every nation. It is said that more
Bibles are published than any other book; more
Bibles sold than any other book.- We have His
law to the Jews and all the prophets admonitions
to them. Paul says (1 Cor. 10:11), these are “en-
samples: written for our admonition,” and still
the so-called friends of Jehovah will not obey it
without mixture.

When our forefathers left Europe they did it
to get away from the socalled Christian Religion.
they had over there, but they made the mistake
of bringing some of it with them. So when they
began to operate on these shores they wrote
creeds and formed denominations. But these de-
nominations did teach and practice purity of life,
modesty and morals, and safe-guarding the sanc-
ity of the home. These are things that enter very
much into the making of a strong nation. So the
nation grew and prospered. Denominationalism
also grew, but worse and worse. When A. Camp-
bell came on the scene his battle cry was back to
Jerusalem, back to simplicity of the worship, as
it was in the days of the Apostles and “speak
where the Bible speaks and be silent where the
Bible is silent.” This spread rapidly for a while, but
not for long. Even before Campbell died they be-
ganto build fine meeting houses, install fine organs,
and organize all kinds of societies; thus forming
the denomination, Christian Church. But there
were a few who still contended for the principles
of the Church of Christ. They made a long, hard
fight and won a magnificent victory. But just
as they won this victory the world and denomina-~
tions gave them a few pats on the back, and they,
too, fell in line. Now the majority of the Church~
es of Christ are running a close second. But I am
glad that I can say that there are a few who are
not forgetting Jehovah but are still contending for
the old paths and will surely win in Jesus name.
A Bible school, a Bible Church, a Bible home, and
a Bible business certainly are fine things to have,
but a school that trains young men to preach, and
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sends them out to be “pastors” of local churches
on a fixed salary (read Jer. 28rd chap., Micah
3:5 to close), and trains young men in all kinds
of ball games; and young women to be “rooters”
for them, with yells equal to a wild Navajo, is
not a Bible school. A church that has in its wor-

ship breads and cups and classes with women .

teachers is not a Bible church (Please do not tell
me that it is). A home that has two or more il-
legal wives or two or more illegal husbands, or
where a dog has the pre-eminence over a baby
is not a Bible home. A business where the great-
er takes advantage of the lesser and forces the
lesser out, is not a Bible business. This will ap-
ply to farming as well as any other vocation.

When a church meets on the first day of the
week' to worship Jehovah, and a part of their
teaching and practice are the doctrines and com-
mandments of men, they are forgetting Jehovah.
They, being the ones who claim to be obeying
Him, are the very ones who are forgetting Him;
not-his enemies, for they never did pretend to
remember Him. If people will accept the law as
promulgated by Christ and the Apostles and
practice the same, they will not then be forgetting
Jehovah.

SPREADING THE GOSPEL
By Barney Welch

In Brother Kirbo’s report in the last issue, he
spoke of the brethren in Oklahoma wanting to
put “preachers in the field, but the wrong field
(the corn field).” There is more truth than poetry
in that statement, but I think Bro. Fred was a
little narrow when he spoke of such small terri-
tory. . I believe the boundary line extends by far
beyond the state of Oklahoma. It seems strange
to me that we can allow ourselves to be deceived
into thinking we are free from so great an obli-
gation.  The Church is the “pillar and ground of
the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). Then, to think that a
small band in the far West and a smaller band in
the far East, are making the necessary sacrifices
to spread the gospel, other than a short meeting
in the summer. Paul said, “Be instant in season
and out of season,” and that doesn’t mean about
three months of the year. We often hear the
statement that we need more preachers. Bre-
thren, until the preachers we have are pulled out
of those “corn fields” and supported, the cry will
grow louder and louder, and the salvation of few-
er souls will be the result. It-is discouraging for
:a man, young or old, to consider leaving a good
occupation to try to develop talent and become a
proclaimer of the gospel, to engage meetings for
about three months with only fair support. When
the meetings close, his support stops, and he
must hunt work to provide for his household or
be “worse than an infidel.” If he dodesn’t find
work immediately, there is the discomfort of un-
certainty. When spring comes, the wonder why
that man doesn’t spend all his time preaching.

Hitler is noted for his unmercifulness of hu-
manity. I wonder if the so-called “loyal church”
isn’t noted for its unmercifulness of the soul.
Every réligious organization in the world is do-
ing more than we are. Why? Are we trying to
bury the truth? What will happen, when that

“rut” we have been in for so long, gets so deep,
that we couldn’t do any good if we wanted to?
I believe it is so deep now that our hearts and our
eys are below the surface, and we cannot see the
need of spreading the gospel. It is time we are
waking up and seeing that it is not only our own
soul, but the other man’s soul as well, that we
should be thinking about. Let us start working
day and night to get out of that “rut” and travel
above it, fulfilling our duty in setting an exam-
ple for the younger generation to follow in Chris-
tian living and supporting the truth. We preach-
ers have a grave responsibility on us that must
nct be shirked. Woe unto the man who preaches
any other doetrine than that is taught in the word
of God, and unto the man who doesn’t practice
what he preaches.

WHEN DOES THE DAY BEGIN?
. By Lawrence Leslie McGill.

Bro. Lowry says that I quoted from Matt. 27:
22, 28. This is not true. I did not quote from
Matt. 27:22, 23. Let all readers refer to my ar-
ticle in December issue and see for themselves.
He tries to make out that Paul and the disciples
partock of the Lord’s Supper on Saturday night.
Let us search the scriptures and see! Acts 20:
T, “And upon the first day of the week when we
were gathered together to break bread, Paul dis-
coursed with them, intending to depart on the
morrow; and prolonged his speech until mid-
night.” The morrow after the first day of the
week is the second day of the week, commonly
called Monday. So the meeting began on the
first day of the week and lasted until the second

day of the week. Paul broke bread after mid- .

night, then talked until break of day, and de-
parted on Monday morning. Bro. Lowry would
have Paul depart on the morning of the first day
of the week and not on the morrow. Yes, I deny
that it was kept on Saturday until the Roman
Catholies changed it after 538. The Bibles proves
it. The Roman Catholics dragged the day away
back into black midnight. Bro. Lowry, the
Seventh Day Adventists, Jews etc., try to take
it away back beyond Rome to the old law. Hence
Christ will profit them nothing. Jesus Christ had
everything to do with changing the law and the
time. You say Christ came to fulfill not.to change
it. Again, let us search the scriptures: Heb. 7:
12; “For the priesthood being changed, there is
made of necessity a change also of the law.”
Christ gave us a new law, a new testament, I Cor.
9:21; Gal. 6:2 etc. The things of the Old Law
were shadows of the things to come, Col. 2:16.
Therefore, the day began in the shadows of the
evening, But Christ came and took it out of the
way at the cross, Col. 2:14. He gave us a New
Order.

The Creation of the world is the antitype of the
New Creation Under Christ.

Let us observe this:—The children of Israel
were commanded to keep the Sabbath, because
that on it God finished the Creation and on t}§e
Sabbath they were especially to remember this
and their deliverance from Egyptian Bondage,
Gen. 2:2, 3, cf. Deut. 5:12-15.
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. God finished His work in the shadows of even-
ing.

We, Christians, are taught to remember Christ,
and His New Creation, John 3:5; Heb. 9:11; 2
Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15; 1 Cor. 11:23-26. He finished
His New Creation when He was resurrected from
the Dead. Without that event we would all be yet
in our sins, 1 Cor. 15:17. Christ was resurrected
from the dead “early on the first day of the week,”
Mark 16:9,-and it was still “very early on the first
day of the week when the Sun was risen,” Mark
16:2. This I proved in March and December issues
of the OPA. Itis the teaching of the Word of God
and therefore cannot be refuted.

I have always taught that under the Old Law
the day began in the evening, so your efforts re-
garding that are spurious. Jesus lived and died
under the Old Law. The disciples observed the
Old Law until Pentecost. Even after that some
Jews amongst them hung on to a lot of it and tried
to persuade the Gentile Christians to do the same.
Nevertheless, the Holy Spirit showed that Christ
profited them nothing when they went back to
some commands of Moses, Gal. 5:2.

Bro. Lowry, I am willing to leave it to Christ
and the readers as to who is wresting the serip-
tures and slurring. '

Yes, the beginning of the day has to do with
honoring or dishonoring Christ. Those who honor
Saturday evening are honoring a vain, human tra-
dition. Those who remember Christ on His Day
from Sun Up, when He was resurrected until Sun
Up, when Paul departed from Troas are honoring
Christ. The time appointed for the supper was on
the first day of the week; therefore we truthfully
say that Paul and the Trojans partook of the Sup-
per on the first day of the week, The Lord’s Day.

Does Bro. Lowry know all people under the
whole creation, that he can truthfully say, “That
is a ‘bran’ new idea to the whole creation, which
no one has ever claimed but Bro. McGill”’?

Apparently Bro. Lowry does not wish to discuss
this issue any more, but I am ready to discuss it
futher. Our eternal salvation depends upon this
great Truth as much as upon any other, for in-
stance:—one cup, one body, ete.

“Beware therefore, lest that come upon you
which is spoken in the prophets;

Behold ye despisers and wonder and perish;

For I work a work in your days,

A work which ye shall in no wise believe, if one
declare it unto you.” Acts 13:40, 41.

Those who deny this great truth or any other
will perish.

QUESTIONS
.Brother Harper: 1. In the Lord’s supper are
the bread and the fruit of the vine, after the
thanks for each, turned into the literal body
and the blood of Christ respectively, so that we
eat the literal body of Christ and drink his literal
blood? 2. Do we take the Lord’s supper for the

. remission of sins ?—J. D. Richards.

Ans.—1. The fact that Christ’s literal body was

. right there and his literal blood in his body both

before and after they communed, is proof that
they did not eat his literal body in eating the
bread after thanks mor drink his literal blood in

drinking the fruit of the vine. No one can deny
physical facts.. If we do not know physical facts,
we do not know anything. The proof of physical
facts demands no argument to sustain it. The
proof is axiomatie, that is, self-evident.

2. The purposes for which the communion is
takqn, as stated in the Bible are: To remember
Chr;st (1 Cor. 11:24) and to show His death. (1
Cor. 11:26). The only way for the Christian to
obtain remission of sins that I find in the Bible is
to come to God (Heb. 4:16) in prayer (Acts 8:22)
gnii 2r)epentamce, confessing our sins (1 John 1:9;

PREACHER IN NEVADA

I would like to see the churches of Christ sup-
port a preacher in Nevada and see the difference
in what can be done side by side with the foreign
field. T believe it is our duty to go into all the
world with the gospel, but why not go into our
own United States where the gospel is unknown
In its purity. L. D. Perkins, F. F., Dec. 4.

Remarks.—Truly, why not. Simply because
t}}e preachers have gone to pastorating over the
big chqrches that are able to pay a good salary for
preaching them to death, and like a hen sitting
on rotten eggs such a practice not only wastes
the energy of the hen, but makes no increase of
the flock. Such a practice is but to. follow the
Christian Church (Disciples) into the apostasy
of Babylon. And “churches of Christ” are drift-
ing farther and farther from “the faith once for
all delivered unto the saints”.

HOW READEST THOU?
(Lk. 10:26)

Content are they who walk in the counsel of the ungodly
and stand in the way of sinners and sit in the seat of the
scornful and their delight is in drinking, chewing, smoking,
dipping, shows, novels; and in them do they engage and
meditate day and night (Ps. 1:1, 2).

Having no promises let us not cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit nor perfect holiness in the
fear of God (2 Cor. 7:1). That is the way it should read to
harmonize with the practice of many of the brothers and
sisters.

“How shall we escape if we neglest so great salvation?”
(Heb. 2:1, 3). “If ye live after the flesh ye shall die” (Rom.
8:13). “They that do such things shall not inherit the king-
dom of God” (Gal. 5:21).
fied the flesh with the affections and lusts” (v. 24). “Think
on these things” (Phil. 4:8, 9). “When that awful day we
see, Oh what shall our answer be?”

- —A. A. Patterson.

MEDITATION
Far spent is the light;
Now cometh the night,
With evil abroad in our land.
Then we who are strong
Cheer the weak with a song,
And help them for God to stand.

—C. H. Lee.

A NEW SONG BOOK

“Songs of Zion” is our new 1942 all-purpose song book; 192
pages, about 95 new songs, and about 100 old standard songs
and hymns. “We have tried to make it better’—Compiler,
Will W, Slater. Price: 35¢c per copy; $3.75 per dozen; $7.25
per 25; $13.50 per 50; $26.00 per 100; prepaid.

Send all orders to Old Paths Advocate, Rte. 2, Lebanon, Mo.

* * x ¥

“Clark-King Discussion,” on the cups; 10c per copy: $1.00

per dozen.

“They that are Christs have cruci- -
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“THAT ORDER OF WORSHIP QUESTION”
Dear Brother. Waters:
~1The OPA for October, bearing my question and yvour reply.
I am glad to see this statement in your veply: .

“If you think you have some evidence concerning that ‘un-
varying order’ and will give it to us in reply to this, we shall
appreciate it. If you have some truth that we don’t have, we
want it.” §

Again: “I do not contend that there is ‘no order’ of worship
which’ can be-followed by the churches of Christ. My conten-
tion is not a ‘no order contention’’.

We believe the seriptures “thoroughly furnish the man of
God unto every good work”. “Let us walk by the same rule”,
says Paul. Is there a “rule” to govern us in the worship ?7—an
ordér which all can agree is seriptural? We believe it safer
and more scriptural to observe the items of worship mentioned
in Acts 2:42 in the order set down therein—namely, “the apos-
tles’ doctrine (or the act of teaching), and the fellowship
(from “fee”, money, and “lag”, a laying together), and the
breaking of the loaf, and the prayers”.

“How is it, brethren”, says Paul, “when you come together,
- ...as in all the churches of the saints . ... let all things
(the “all things” of worship are the items mentioned in Acts
2:42, singing included) be done decently, and in order” (_1 Cor.
14:26, 338, 40). “In order”—‘kata taxin’ (Greek), ‘according to
arrangement, disposition, or series” (Robinson’s lexicon). The
existence of a series, or an order, implies prearrangement, and
the-language in this case is intelligible only by supposing the
existence of some form (or order), previously established, to
which - reference is here made” (Chapin’s “The Primitive
Chureh”, P. 101). Wilson’s Emphatic Diaglott (with which
‘many. other versions agree) renders Acts 2:42 thus: ‘And they
were constantly attending to the Teaching of the Apostles, and
to the Contribution, and to the Breaking of the Loaf, and to t.he
Prayers”. The King James and Revised Versions, fairly in-
terpreted, convey the same meaning. While we admit that in
a few instances in the Bible the chronological order is not
closely followed, yet in by far the majority of cases the exact
ordey is followed by the inspired writers. Some- of the best
authorities say that in fully 95 per cent of instances the Bible
records them in exact chronological order. I see no reason why
Tuke should not have set down the items of Acts 2:42 in the
exact order in which they were observed at Jerusalem.

Please answer these questions:

1. Can you make a better order than the one we tl_\ink is
set forth in Acts 2:42—namely, (1) the teaching, singing .in-
cluded, (2) the fellowship or -contribution. (3) the breaking
of the loaf or communion, and the prayers? -

2. Is it scriptural to carry out the items of worship in this
order, : .
3. Since this order of items can be read in the scriptures, is
it not a divine order? ’ .

4. If you make an order different from this one, is it of
‘human, or of divine origin? If divine, can you prove it to be?
If ‘hunian, can it be right?

5: In case there be one or more in a congregation who be-
lieve this to be a divine order of worship and has conscien-
tious secruples against one (or more) admittedly not set forth
in scriptures, what should the congregation do—cast him out
as unworthy of fellowship or adjust the order (which they say
is a matter of no importance) so as to make it satisfactory
withhim? “Destroy not him with thy meat for whom Christ
died”, says Paul.

. 6. In dealing with those who say there is no definite num-
ber of cups for the communion set forth in the scriptures, we

‘tell them that all agree that one is seriptural and that since he

agrees one- is scriptural he should give up his plurality of
cups for the ‘sake of unity. In view of present conditions
among us wilo believe in the use of one cup, wouldn’t it De
better for those who think it makes no difference what order
of worship is followed to advise the brethren to follow the one
many think to be set forth in Acts 2:42 for the sake of unity?

7. If a church decides to observe the order which we think
is set forth in Acts 2:42, does their doing so make their wor-
ship less scriptural than if some other order is observed?

8. If you were to convince a church that observes the order
which we think Acts 2:42 sets forth that your position is
correct and they should decide to change to another order,
whnat order would you advise them to adopt? .

Y. What objections have you to a church observing the or-
der set 1orta (as we think) in Acts 2:427?

10. Is 1t not a fact that you, while fighting any “unvarying

“order” contend for ‘an unvarying and divine order” relative to

part of the worship—the communion ?——namely, (1) the leader
takes the loaf, (2) he offers thanks, (3) he breaks, (4) he eats,
(5) he gives to the congregation, who likewise partake; (6) he
takes the cup, (7) he offers thanks, (8) he drinks, (9) he gives
it to the congregation, who likewise partake? Is-it not true,
then, that you advocate an “unvarying order” relative to a part
of the worship? . ’

11. How, then, can you consistently oppose our practice of
carrying out the items mentioned in Acts 2:42 in the order
therein set down?

12. Since you have written a series of .articles against our
practice on order, will you be so kind as to give us something
to substitute for it? (I -mean something seriptural). If the
order that we approve is unscriptural, you surely know of
one (or more) that is (or are) scriptural.

13. If you were debating this question, would you deny
its being scriptural to teach before giving, give hefore com-
munion, and commune before the prayers? And would you
write another (or different) order and affirm it to be serip-
tural ? -

If you will answer these questions scripturally you will do
something toward teaching us. We want to know what is
seriptural, therefore 'right.

As to the scriptures I gave you and asked you to harmonize
them with your position that there is no established order,
1 knew they did not deal directly or alone with this question.
But the command to “speak the same thing” suggests that the
seriptures guide us in our worship. The command to “walk
by the same rule” is worthless if there be no such rule, ete.

May we all become “one” in faith and practice, by all aban-
doning everything practiced not found in the scripture and
adopting what is found therein.

—A. H. Pinegar.

o oW

REPLY .
Jan. 12, 1942
Dear Brother Pinegar: )

I received your letter of Dec. 25. It also is sadly lacking
in evidence concerning that “unvarying order.” I am sure
that if you had possessed such evidence you would have given
it to us instead of using half the space in your letter. to
ask questions. :

Yes, the- seriptures “thoroughly furnish the man of God
unto every good work” (2 Tim. 3:17) but the scriptures do
not teach an “unvarying order.” Therefore, the teaching that
we must follow an ‘“unvarying order” is not a “good work.”

Yes, Paul says, “Let us walk by the same rule” (Phil, 3:16),
but the Bible does not give an.“unvarying order” as a part
of that “rule.” 'Therefore, they who try to bind an “unvary-
ing order” on us do not “walk by the same rule” for they
have made their own rule. Thank yvou, Brother Pinegar, for
using those scriptures. I wish you would heed them.

Again. Peter says, “His divine power hath given unto us all
things that pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3). His
“divine power” didn't give us an “anvarying order.”” Thare-
fore, the order of items does not “pertain unto life and godli-
ness.” Why don’t you deal with essential questions, matters
of faith, Brother Pinegar, instead of helping to disturb the
brotherhood with an opinion?

Your statement, “We believe it safer and more seriptural,”
indicates that other orders, in your own estimation, would be
BOTH safe and scriptural. Aren't you satisfied with that
which is “safe and scriptural”? .

In paragraph five of your letter you quote a part of 1 Cor.
14:26 and skip up to verse 33 to get the last few words in it
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and then jump to verse 40. Why do you delete thus? Let’s
notice 1.Cor. 14:40, “Let all things be done decently and in
order.”.- Do we violate this? We don't pray while we are
teaching, .or contribute while we are communing. We are
“decent and orderly.,” Two of us do not teach at once, nor

" do we sing two songs at the same time. Who told you bre-

thren that we would need an “unvarying order” to be “de-
cent and orderly,” 1 Cor. 14:40 will apply to a Wednesday
night. as§embly of the church. Where is the unvarying order
for singing, praying, and teaching in such an assembly? But
here’s your comment on this scripture, “The ‘all things’ of
worship are the items mentioned in Acts 2:42, singing in-
cluded.” What scripture says that the ‘all things” are “items
in Acts 2:427” This is your own “ipse dixit”” The Bible
doesn’t say so. Why don't you stay with what is written?
You blfethren are having a time with singing, aren’t you? You
%mgw it is not mentioned in Acts 2:42 but you tried to slip
it in when you said, “The ‘all things’ of worship are the items
n.rentioned in Acts 2:42, singing included.” Singing isn’t men-
tioned in Acts 2:42. But on Page 2 of your letter, Question
one, you refer to Acts 2:42 and say, “the teaching, singing
mcluc'led." So, you contend that the singing is part of the
teaching in the church. But you prohibit a woman from
“teaching” and, since this “teaching includes singing,” you
will have to prohibit her from singing. Since you say we
must teach “one by one,” you must now, to be consistent, con-
tend that we must “sing one by one.” I am sure that most
of your brethren will not approve of these “solos.” By what
authority do you say that the word “doctrine” (Gr. Didachee)
in Acts 2:42 includes singing? I am in possession of a
dozen translations and. not one of them so translates the
word. I possess four Greek Lexicons and not one of them
so deﬁr!es the word. Do you wonder that we oppose your
contention when it i based upon such misinterpretation, mis-
translations, and such unfcunded opinions? You are trying so
hard to get an “unvarying order” that you seem to think you
see 1:t everywhere. If you will go to the Bible instead of to
opinion, speculation, theory, and Chapin’s “The Primitive
Church,” you will find the truth on this question.

I will notice some of your questions. In Question 1 vou
say, “Can you make a better order than the one we think is
set forth in Acts 2:427?” You admit that it is only an opinion.
I am not interested in what you “think.” I don’t just “think”
that Christ “took a cup” or that Paul said, “It is a shame
for women to speak in the church.” Why don’t you brethren
stay with what is revealed?

As to Question 2, I will say that I am not opposing any
order of items. I cause no trouble on that but I do oppose
your speculation which is causing trouble, In Question 3,
you conclude that which I do not believe, that there is a
complete order of items found in the scriptures. This con-
clusion of your’s is at issue. This also answers Question 4.

Now to Question 5. If one or more try to make a law where
God didn’t make one on “order” and try to bind this law
on the congregation, contending that any order other than
their’s is sinful, the congregation should reject the one or
ones for “heresy.” “Heresy” is a “religious opinion tending
to schism and strife.” People should keep their opinions
to themselves. Paul said, “Him that is weak in the faith re-
ceive ye, but not-to doubtful disputations (Rom. 14:1). Your
contention is a “doubtful disputation.” (You placed this or-
der on par with meat-eating). But “Let not him which eateth
not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him” (Rom.
14:3). You brethren judge us because we use an order other
than your’s. The man that didn’t eat meat was classed as a
“weak brother” and, since you place the ovder on par with
this, you must admit that you are a weak brother. My bro-
ther, why don’t you feed upon the scriptures and become
“strong” on this question?

Question 6, I now consider. If I can’t Prove that the cups
are wrong and sinful, I will not ask brethren to give them
up to humor my whims and fancies. Likewise the S. 8. You
brethren haven’t proved that these orders you oppose arve
“wrong and sinful.” To Question 7, I will say that it would
make their worship unscriptural if they bound their own tra-
ditions on the brethren. “But in vain they do worship me,
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” (Matt.
15:9). They had made their own commandments and bound
them on the people. Jesus asked, “Why do ye transgress the
commandment of God by your tradition?” (Matt. 15:3).

Question 8—I1 wouldn’t. I would leave that up to the con-
gregation. The seriptures are silent on “order” and I am also.
To Question 9, I will say I have no objections. Of course if
they teach that their order is the only one that can be used
without sinning, I would have to oppose them as “heretics.”

To Question 10. In the communion I contend that the bread
should be taken before the cup because (1) Christ did it in
our example (Matt, 26:26-27; Mk. 14:22-23 1 Cor. 11:23-25,
and (2) Paul bound the keeping of this on us in 1 Cor. 11:2,
21}. I do not just “think” he did it like that. I “know” he
did. But you haven’t produced an “unvarying order” for
the items in the seriptures. In Question 11, you again con-
clude that which I do not admit, which you admit you only
“think,” and that which you cannot read. That is that Acts
2:42 contains a complete order of worship. As to Question
12, T will be “silent” like the scriptures are. They set down
no order and, therefore, left it up to our discretion,

To the first part of Question 13, I answer “No.” Would you
contend that it was sinful to pray before the teaching, teach
before the communion, and to commune before the giving?
If so, affirm it and I will deny it. If you don’t believe that,
drop this contention.

We can “speak the same thing” (1 Cor. 1:10) by “speaking
as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11)., The Oracles of God
give no “unvarying order.” May we become “one” by “speak-
ing where the Bible speaks and being silent where it is silent.”

These letters will be printed in the O.P.A. We hope to
see them in the Truth also. I pray that you will soon drop
your unscriptural contention.

Ervin Waters.

C. B, Hufstedler, Imboden, Ark., Jan. 6.—We still meet each
Lord’s day for worship as the Bible directs, in spite of the
opposition by the S. 8. and cups advocates.

Clyde Middick, Davidson, Okla., Jan, 8~—The church here
is progressing as well as usual under the serious conditions
of the world today. We are determined to have two meetings
(series) a year, and possibly, a singing school.

F. E. Bixler, Aromas, Calif., Jan. 14—The church in this
part is still meeting for worship in the home of Brother E.
A. Eaker, as the Bible directs. We hope to soon be able t¢
build a house in which to carry on the work of the Lord.

Z. J. Fancher, Bowie, Texas, Jan. 12—We still have the
Lord’s day worship, as taught in the Bible, in our home. We
are located about eight miles north of Bowie. Should any
of the faithful brethren be passing this way they will find a
welcome with us.

John Rogers, Davidson, Okla.,, Jan. 11.—We are still pro-
gressing very nicely in the Carter church, near thé above
place. All seem to be taking a stronger interest in the work
of the Lord, in spite of the severe cold weather, which we
have been experiencing.

C. Clarence Kessinger, Spring Hill, W. Va,, Jan. 13.—I have
preached several times during the absence of Brother Welch
here. The results were one baptized and one restored. The
one restored being my father, who is 59 years of age. Pray
for us that we may continue the good work.

E. E. Wright, Lubbock, Texas, Jan. 5~—We continue to
meet for worship in our new house, on 3rd St.. 2012. We
enjoy the work, for we believe that we practice the Bible way.
Whatsoever we do. we do all in the name of the Lord (Col.
3:17). We had Brother Jack Bledsoe, from Hawley, the
4th Lord’s day in December. We think he is making a fine
young preacher.

T. F. Thomasson. Trechado, New Mex., Dec. 26—The church
here is doing nicely, with but a few of us to carry on, but
we can read in Jehovah’s law everything we do in worshipping
Him. I am glad the OPA is increasing in circulation.

George Bowman, Pomona, Calif,, Dec. 27.—Since coming
here from Alpena Pass, Ark., we have been attending worshin
at Monrovia, about 30 miles away. The brethren there seem
to be very zealous, and we find the worship practically the
same as we had in Arkansas. The attendance is good.
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Elmer Meeker, Moberly, Mo., Jan. 3,—We are still holding
services each Lord’s day in.our home. We are few in number,
but we trust we are doing our duty. Should any of the faith-
ful brethren be passing this way we will be glad to have them
stop with us, We would meet the train if called. Qur phone
is 172; shop number is §35 W. Coats St.

J. S. Shelly, Gunter, Texas, Jan. 9.—I have a son in Amarillo,
Texas, who is not a member of the church, but he would like
to attend .services, where there is a loyal congregation, and
7 would like to know if there is such a church in that town.
Any information anyone could give me would be appreciated.
Write me as above,

John T. Davis, Box 764, Madera, "Calif., Jan. 13.—We moved
here recently from Vinita, Oklahoma, for our, health, and we
are anxious to find a loyal church near us or to find members,
with whom we can work to build up a church at this place.
If anyone knows of members in or around this place, please
let me know. I enjoy the OPA.

J. H. McKaig, 7505 Santa Fe Ave., Huntington Park, Calif.,
Dec. 23.—We enjoyed the visit of Brother Kirbo and wife. He
is a very able and loyal evangelist, and we hope that some
day he will return to this field, It is refreshing and en-
couraging to note what zeal and accord the evangelists mani-
fest in the field reports of the OPA. That department is
growing in importance. I find myself scanning those reports
more eagerly each issue. Till Jesus comes may we be alert!

C. H. Lee, Lebanon, Missouri, January 20.—While I have
not done so much the Iast two months, I am still on the
“firing line.” I taught a singing school of ten nights dura-
tion at Cable Ridge, Mo., also preached some for the brethren
there. I preached at the Fair View school house three times,
and have aided in the work in the home and the Lebanon
churches. I want to do more for my Master in 1942 than ever
before. So, help me with your prayers.

Lynwood Smith, Rte. 3, Box 144, Brookhaven, Miss., Dec.
31.—We seem to be getting along well at New Salem, where
we continued to meet regularly for worship. We are having
good attendance, and the young brethren seem to be develop-
ing into able teachers. The cups and ‘“‘fermented wine” peo-
ple continue their efforts in this part. I recently made a trip
to Port Arthur, Texas, to visit my sick father. I want to
start the new year off with a greater zeal for the cause of the
Lord than ever before.

E. L. Allen, Corcoran, Calif., Jan. 12.—We are still holding
out faithful, according to the teaching of God’s word. Al-
though few in number, we believe the Lord is with us in our
efforts to serve Him. Brother Russell, of Fresno, was with
us yesterday (Jan. 11), and he gave us two good lessons.
January 4, a sister confessed her faults, making us to re-
joice over her restoration. Our song leader, Brother Cage,
has been out for quite a while due to a broken leg, and we
miss him very much. Our prayers are for his speedy recov-
ery. Pray for us that we may remain faithful.

D. E. Stone, Rivera, Calif., Dec. 26—The work is 5till going
forward in this state, but with less visible results now as
were manifest at the first. Brother Waters is still working
at it hard, and we are going to send the gospel to every soul
that we can reach through the means that we have. Brother
Kirbo helped us a lot spiritually with his good preaching. We
learned to love them very much. These are days, when we
need to pray more, love more, fellowship more, and not

- faint in our.minds, “But exhort one another and so much
the more as we see the day approaching.”

Clovis T. Cook, Lebanon, Missouri, January 20.—Since my
iast report, I have preached.over Lord’s day twice for the
faithful at Richland. We had a nice crowd January 18. I am
thankful that they are still carrying on in the Bible way. I
plan to be at Wichita Falls, Texas, over the 4th Lord’s day
inst. We were glad to have Brother Barney Welch and fam-
ily visit with us in this part recently, also a visit by Brother

Paul Nichols and his father, from Hollywood, Calif, Brethren -

Barney and Paul both gave us good lessons, which were ap-
pregiated by all. - .

G. A. Canfield (colored), Rte. 1, Box 78, Marion, La., Jan.
19.~Just a few words to let all know that I am still living
and planning to do all I can for the Cause of Christ in this

Millions of souls are being killed, who are
out of Christ, Let us save all we can by teaching them the
way of the Lord. I shall let the brotherhood hear from me
through the OPA. I see a report from a colored brother, F. R.
Roberson, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., and he seems to be strong
in the faith. I want to encourage him all I can. I was at
Bastrop, La., last Lord’s day with a few members, and I en-
couraged them to meet for worship in a private house.

critical time.

Homer A. Gay, Lebanon, Missouri, Jan. 21.—1I held a mis-
sion meeting at Goodville, Mo., near Vanzant, January 10 to
18. Although none were baptized, I believe that much good
was done. The little congregation at Drury, that arranged
for me to hold the meeting, worked hard and faithfully. Al
seemed to be strengthened. Bro. Clyde Penner and others,
from Vanzant, were much help to us in the singing. I have
promised to return for ancother effort in the spring. We have
a good little congregation there, and they are loyal and faith-
ful. This week I am working with the church in Lebanon,
doing personal work from house to house. These are perilous
times when every member of the church should work and
work hard for the Lord. Send the OPA to the boy in the army
camp and to others.

M. J. Buffington, 929 S. Presa St., San Antonio, Texas, Jan.
13.—Since my last report I have done but very little preach-
ing. Last Lord’s day I preached at Fairview. On Nov. 27th,
1941, I was married to Miss Eupha Reynolds, whose home was
at Fairview. FEupha is a good Christian girl, and was reared
by parents who believe in letting the Bible be their guide. We
need the prayers of all the faithful, that we may be able to
go forth hand in hand to meet whatever may be in store for
us in the future, whether it be good or bad, and that we may
always remember that God hath said: “I will never leavé thee
nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). Brethren, I would like to an-
nounce again, that I will be available for meetings about the

first of -April.

George Rozzell, Oklahoma City, Jan. 19.—It has been some
time since I have reported to the OPA, but I have been sick,
and in the hospital I underwent an operation in Dec. Thus, I
have not been able to attend services for four weeks. Since
our last report we have baptized one into Christ. Brother
Tom Smith, of Healdton, preached for us the last Lord’s day
in December, and we were very glad to have him. The church
is progressing very nicely in spite of the obstacles. The bre-
thren have taken right hold of the work and carried on, keep-
ing the fires burning, during my illness. Pray for us that
we may remain faithful unto death.

A. A. Patterson, Ada, Oklahoma, Jan. 2—We are moving
along here about as usual. We now have our property half
paid out, and the deed has been transferred to the church,
making it nontaxable. We have the restrictive clause as
follows: “No innovation (such as hired pastor, instrumental
musie, dividing the congregation into classes, a plurality of
cups, containers, dividing the loaf into two parts at, or near,
the middle, and any and all unauthorized things by divine
authority. Should there be one or more of the above men-
tioned itams introduced, and if one or more members in said
church opposes them, the property shall revert to the omne
or ones opposing the same. If there should be no opposition,
then the above mentioned property shall revert to the nearest
Church of Christ that does oppose the same.”

Arthur Wade, Lebanon, Missouri, Jan. 21—I was glad to
meet all the fine Christian people at the Ellis School house,
near Mountain Grove, Mo. Due to the rains and high water,
‘the crowds were rather small, but the brethren were willing
to cooperate fully, and we had a good meeting in spite of the
obstacles, three being baptized. We continued for a week in
October. I was glad to attend the Howard—MeGinnis debate,
at Dora, Mo. Brother Howard showed his ability te uphold
the word -of God. I was with Brother H. E. Robertson at
Drury, where we both preached to a fine band of brgthren
recently. I frequently preach to my home congregation in
Lebanon.

“H., W. Wood, Gravette, Ark,, care, W. C. Crawley, Rte. 2,
Jan. 14—Here is my annual report of my work in His vine-
yard. I held four meetings in Oklahoma, near Jay, without
visible results, but the seed was sown. At Gravette, Ark.,
Brother G. A. Wells and I held a meeting, without visible re-
sults, but good meeting. My next was near Flipnine, Ark,
and again without visible results. My next was at Peel, Atk,
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wi'th five baptized and one reclaimed, I hope to return there
this year. 'In all T held ten meetings; with six baptisms and
three re'cla}lmed. Had one debate with Burton W. Barber of
the Christian church, on the music question, with much g’ood
done.' I am at your service if you need me, The great need
now is for. people to turn to the Lord. To my mind the dark-
est cloud is over the U. S. A. since she became 2 nation,

’Ervm Watex.'s, 422 Whittier Blvd., Montebello, Calif., Jan.
13——The' meeting at Sanger closed December 21, wit}; one
restoration. We then visited with members of the Denair

tockton, and Crockett churches for several days. Dec 28,
; preached fxt‘ Greenfield in the morning and near Y'Vatson.ville’
in tlfe evening. Jan. 1, we visited in the home of Bro. Miller
at Grat.o{l, where four members worship seripturally. Jan
2, we.vxsxted Bro. Smalling at Del Paso Heights, Calif. Bro.
Smg]lmg: ha§ recently moved there, and we hope that we can‘
assist him in estalglishing a loyal congregation there. Jan
4, 1 started a meeting at Lodi. This meeting continues wit};
one restoration to date. The Lord willing, the next meeting
will be at Greenfield, beginning Jan. 25. Jan. 10, I attended
the services of the Seventh Day Church of God ,here. They
keep the Sabbath Day. They gave me the opportunity to
speak and I reasoned with them publicly for thirty minutes
Brethren, let’s be “instant in season and out of season.” )

'I%a.rney Welch, Box 133, Spring Hill, W. Va., Jan, 17—~While
v151tnl1g and working in Texas the last month, I failed to re-
port in the Jan. issue, for which I am very sorry. I had a
wonderful visit with the brethren in the O:Aarks, at Lebanon
and Lees Summit churches, with splendid hospitality shown
by all, I ?reached once at each place, and 1 certainly enjoyed
f;he fine singing, of which I had heard so much. I am baek
in W. Va. now to begin a work to continue for a year. We
hope, thg'Lord being our helper, to carry the gospel into all
comml'xmtleg homes, and hearts we can reach. Satan, through
our digressive brethren, says we cannot make any progress
here as long as we advocate such doctrine as “one cup and
one loaf,” “unfermented grape juice,” ete. But faithful bre-
thren say, with renewed courage, “If God be for us who can
be against us?” We ask the prayers of all Christians every-
where, and may God bless all, who are striving to do His will.

Paul O. _Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood, Calif., Jan.
11.~Last night marked the beginning of a series of meetings
at the Mgntebello Church of Christ. Bro. Ralph Mustard and
I are dom.gr the preaching. Very recently my father and I
made a trip to Missouri, where we enjoyed the company of
some of our Belove_d preaching brethren whom we love very
much. In that state I met, amopg others, Bro. Claud King,
t!:e. father of Chester, and family. The brethren of that vi-
cinity are certainly to be complimented for their hospitality.
I was privileged to preach oné night to the congregation at
Lees Summit. The brethren of the Montebello and Siskiyon
St. gongregations have agreed to help support Bro. Ralph and
me in the evangelistic field. Let us follow the example, bre-
thren, and put more men in the field that they may proclaim
the gospel to this “lost and dying world.” There are people
starving for lack of preaching; let’s send the word to them.
“How shall they preach except they be sent?” (Rom. 10:15).

Homer L. King, Lebanon, Missouri, January 22—Early in
December we were favored with a visit by Brother Barney
»Welch, wife and baby, which we all enjoyed very much. We
were delighted to have them in our home, to sing with them,
and to hear Barney preach good lessons at both Lees Summit
and Lebanon churches. We hope to have him return for a
Ionge_r stay sometime. Later in December we were the happy
recipients of visits by Bro. Clayton Fancher and family, also
Bro. Lyons and family, and two others, from Wichita Falls,
Te)‘cas. About the same time we were very glad to have as
visitors Brother Carl Nichols, his son, Paul, who is making a
good preacher, and his daughéer, Louise, who is now Mrs.
Chester King, all from Hollywood, Calif. Paul gave us a good
h.asson at Lees Summit. We hope to have him with us some-
time for a series of meeting, too. The churches in this part
are putting on an extensive program of mission work, similar
to the work in Calif. We propose to keep at least one preach-
er busy in the field in the Ozarks in 1942 and thercafter. Due .
to getting started late, we shall have to use hame talent for
most of the work this year. Already the work has begun by
sending the preachers out to strengthen the weaker congre-
gations. Next Lord’s day, I am to be with the faithful at
Claxton. Pray for us in the good work.

Clarence C. Snodgrass, Tuscola, Texas, Jan. 20.—Brethren,

1 am sorry that I have neglected to report to the OPA; for-
give me please. Last summer we held a meeting in Ab’ilene
Texas, with one baptized and four restored, and two camé
;ve}z; érom the S. 8. m}d cups. Brethren T. F. Stewart and
ac 'Ieds.oe, W. W Wilks, and others, rendered vsaluable ser-
v1'<2es in this meetlpg. Bro. Barney Welch, of Temple, also was
;vx h us for one night. As for finances, Brother Paul Nichols
onated a dollar; the Church of 'Christ at Cedar Gap, ten
flollars, and a Baptist preacher donated some. We are f"lght-
ing ?mrq for_.an existence, but I believe we are doing good
considering circumstances. We conducted a meeting for the
new chu.rch, established two years ago, baptizing three. They
have built a tabernacle, and I would be glad for any loyal
brother passing that way to stop and preach for them. This
chl{rch is 20 miles north of Brownwood, on the new Cross-
plains h:ghwa.y. They have all-day services every third Lord’s
day, basket dmper apd singing in the afternoon. The church
?t Cedar Gap is doing nicely. We did not have a meeting
ast year, as we gave most of our funds to help support the
meeting in Abilene. We have all-day services here aevery
?]1:12 Lord’sLd?y. Allll who can attend here will find a hearty
ome. Let us all ever 3 i

high oatting. Bear gorer press forward to the prize of the

. OUR HELPERS
MHerethls ioufr acknowledgment of the subs. received by us.
any thanks for your heart. ) i
the voon wesk goi}x’lg: Yy cooperation, and may you keep
Home.r A. Gay—9; Homer L. King—4; Barney Welch—3; C.
C. Kessinger—3; Carl Nichols—2; D. E, Stone—2; Mrs. It D.
Russell-—2  John T. Davis—1; Mrs. Fred Kirbo—1; Clovis T
Cook—1; Mrs. Osie Callaway—I1; G. B. Harrell—1; G. H
Turnbull—1; C. H. Lee—1; Lynwood Smith—1; Franklin
Meents-—l; A. E. Wade—1; Elmer Meeker—1; Herschel Mas-
sxe—'—l; Mrs. T. L. Modgling—1; Eston Catlett—1; E. E.
Wrxg?lt—l; John Rogers—1; Z. J. Fancher—1; Miss Leoral
Massie—1; F. E, Bixler—1; Mrs. Pansy Turner—1; E. Yar-
brough—1; Ervin Waters—1; Mrs. Alta Bunderson—1; H. E.
Ros‘l;ertson-—l; Lee R. Williams—1; Garland Smith—1; Total

SOME GOOD SUGGESTIONS

Dear Brother King:—1I am glad the paper is holding up so
well -and increasing in circulation. I am always glad to get
every issue, and I look forward to its coming with eagerness.
The only fault I find with it is, it just doesn’t come often
enough,. and I find others making the same complaint. I think
that if it could be made a semi-monthly, the circulation would
double in a very short time,

It seems to me that there should be one or more loyal bre-
th?en, finanecially able, and who love the cause enough, to make
this needed improvement. Surely this is one of the best
ways to spread the truth—the printed page.

—T. F. Thomasson, Trechado, N. M.

ANOTHER GOOD LETTER
i Huntington Park, Calif.
December 23, 1941.
Dear Brother Homer and All:

Greetings and best wishes. I earnestly hope this finds you
enjoying the best of health, and that our Heavenly Father has
blest and will continue to bless, your personal efforts.

‘We pray continually that God will bless the work reported
by the preaching brethren. In a world, a large part of which
no longer desire to read, or to hear God’s holy word taught,
it is refreshing and encouraging to note what zeal and accord
the evangelists manifest in the field reports. That depart-
ment of the OPA is growing in importance. I find myself
scanning those reports more eagerly each issue, for they are
“meat in due season.”

These are the days that call for an increase in the support
of the cause of Christ—now more precious than ever, for
crushed and bleeding humanity, under the suffering of cen-
turies of wrong, and the earth weary with the groans and
sobs of souls dieing, cries for peace, for all nations. are full
of broken hearts! Ah! Brother Homer, with the distress of
the nations, grows our responsibility. May we rise to meet it!

We see by the latest release of Atheistic propaganda, “the

.accuser of our brethren,” Satan, intends to siphon off the

cream of the earth, by education with the absence of the
Bible—praises for the creature, but none for the Creator.
Hence, we repeat, more, much more support for the preachers
of the gospel, and more preachers who will do something
about it. —J. H. McKAIG.
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ARE FEELINGS AN EVIDENCE OF PARDON?
evidence of the truth of anything. Our
t of believing or disbelieving testi-
mony upon any question. He who believes that he is saved
will feel happy; while he who believes that he is lost will, of
course, feel unhappy. It is a question for anyone to say that
he has absolute knowledge of his salvation from sin—that is
that he knows that he is a Christian, just as he knows that he
exists. Paul says: “We walk by -faith, not by sight” (2 Cor.
5:7). Hence, it is a matter of faith, rather than knowledge,
It is true that every Christian, based upon the confidence in
the truth of God’s word, may, in the light of that word, be as-
sured by that truth, that he is in the kingdom mentioned in
that word. But, after all, he depends upon his faith in the
genuineness and authenticity of the Bible for information of
his religious condition; so that he whose confidence in God’s
word is strongest, has grounds for being the happiest in his
Christian walk of life. —M." J. Buffington

SPECIAL PRICE

Yes, the special price to new subscribers is still only 50¢ a
year; all renewals, $1.00 the year. Will you not take advan-
tage of this special low price to send the paper into new
homes? Help us reach others with the truth, as well as to
help the paper. Do it now! —Publishers.

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

“Brother King, we really do want the OPA to continue com-
ing to our home, as I do not see how we can do without it, and
I hope to send our renewal soon.” —0Ozro Williams, Oklahoma.

«We think the OPA is the grandest paper published. May
God bless you in your great effort to put the true gosphel be-
fore the people. How we do enjoy your paper!”—John T.
Davis, California. R

«J find myself scanning the reports in the OPA more eagerly
each issue. That department of the OPA is growing in im-
portance. We pray continually that God will bless the work
reported by the preaching brethren. Best wishes, and I earn-
estly hope our Heavenly Father has. and will continue to,
bless your personal efforts.”—J. H. McKaig, California.

“We received the OPA all right. We miss it so much, when
we fail to get it.”—Chas. Rawdon and Wife, Tennessee.

Feelings are not
feclings are only the resul

«1 will let the brotherhood hear from me through the OPA.
1 will try to encourage my brethren through the paper.” —

G. A. Canfield (colored), La.
“Here is my renewal to the OPA, an

June issue.

which to live.—Mrs. Osie Callaway, New Mex.

“Another year has rolled around, and it is time for us to
b. to the OPA. We surely would regret to do
without it in these troublesome times, but I try to remember
the dear Heavenly Father, Who watches over all of us who
love Him. I pray that God will tichly bless you all and give
you the best the new year holds.” —Mrs. Alta Bunderson,

renew. our su

Ohio.

«Phanks for the sample copies of the OPA. I enjoy reading
the firm stand taken by Bro. Waters, and Brother Harper—
And I rejoice to konw that Bre-

thren King and Gay are standing true and faithful as editors.

'though dead, yet speaketh.’

I am wishing you a prosperous year.,”—Carlos Smith, Miss.

“Send my OPA to my new address, for I certainly do en-
It seems like a letter from the family.” —

joy reading it.
R. L. Baxley, Florida.

«] am glad the OPA is holding up so well and increasing in
I am always glad to get every issue, and T look
The only fault is,

it just doesn’t come often enough.” —T. F. Thomasson, New

circulation.
_forward to its coming with eagerness.

Mex.

«Here is one dollar, for which put my name on your mailing
T surely do like to read
the fine articles by the brethrem. I hope we can increase its
I shall try to get some new subs. right away. So, best
u and all the brethren in Christ.”—E. Yarbrough,

list for the good old OPA for 1942,

pages.
wishes to yo
Texas.

«T am renewing for the little paper, as we wish to keep in

you the best of success in the year 1942.”"—John Rogers,

1 hope it continues to bring forth the truth as
past.”’—Z. J. Fancher, Texas.

the paper could be enlarged.
can do with more of that kind of readin

plenty good.
it for at least a year.
for I must not miss one issu

time, and it is grand, but I think the D
1 hope I never have to be without it.
—Mrs. L. J. Early, Sr,, Ala.’

4. R. C.

out genealogy,
lite; but assim
petuity.”
even the patriarc.

Most High God, as shown in verse 1 here.

d the remainder is to
help out in the work as you see fit. T most certainly enjoyed
reading Brother Thomasson’s article on The Home in the
Tt certainly couldn’t be improved upon, as it is
according to the Bible teaching, which is our standard by

touch with the brethren. Best wishes for you and yours, also
Bro. Gay.—Elmer Meeker, Iowa.

«Here are two subs. to the OPA. We think of you often,
but don’t find time to write as often as we should.
ing you and yours the best of everything and a profitable 1942
in all things,”—D. E. Stone, Calif.

“] am enclosing three subs. to the OP
this part.—GC. C. Kessinger, West Va.

1 am wish-

A. Pray for us out in

“I am sending a sub. to the paper. I want to start the new

year off with a greater zeal for the advancement of the gospel

than ever before.
Lynwood Smith, Miss.

XD

Send me the ‘Clark-King Discussion’.

We are wishing

«] am sending you a renewal for the paper.
Okla.

«Here is my renewal to the OPA. We enjoy it very much.
it has in the

«PFind our renewal to the OPA. “We would be very glad if
It is very good as it is, but we
¢.’—F. E. Bixler, Calif.

«f have just received another issue of the OPA, and it is
1 wish every one in this community would read
Let me know when my time expires
e.”—C. B. Hufstedler, Ark.

«] have just finished reading the OPA. through for the second
ec. issue is the best yet.
May God bless you all.”

[
QUESTIONS
Brother Harper, please give me an explanation of Heb. 7:3,

Answer.—Verse 3: ‘“without father, without mother, with-
having neither beginning of days nor end of
ilated to the Son of God, abides a priest in per-
Verse 4: “Now consider how great this to whom
h Abraham gave a tenth out of the spoils.”
This is said of Melchisedek, king of Salem, priest of the

This occurence
mentioned in verse 4 is found in the 14th chapter of Genesis.
In a Messianic Psalm (110) we read: “The Lord hath sworn,
and will not repent, Thou art a priest forever after the
order of Melchisedek” (v. 4). Then Messiah must be King
and Priest at the same time. So in Zechariah’s propheecy of
Messiah we read: “Even he shall build the temple of the
Lord; and he shall bear the glory, and he shall sit and rule
upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne.”
(6:13).

Melchisedek, being “without father, without mother, without
genealogy,”’ was simply, as it means, without predecessor or
successor in his office—mone before him and none after him
in his king-priesthood. So also of Messiah, Christ, He, too,
is without father, without mother, without genealogy, in His
official capacity of King-Priest. There was none before him,
there will be none after him; no predecessor, no successor,
just as was Melchisedek, each being the first and the last of
his line, if we may call it a line, or order.

Melchisedek, simply as a man, had parentage and ancestry;

and Christ as the
parentage and genealogy; but neither has such in his office.

That Christ is now Priest the writer of Hebrews places
“For he must reign,
till he hath put all enemies under his feet” (1 Cor. 15:25).
And he says: “The last enemy that shall be abolished is
Cdeath” (1 Cor. 15:26). And he makes known when death shall
“So when this corruptible shall
11 have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that
is written, Death is swallowed up in victory” (1 Cor. 15:54).
) but con-
stituted like the Son of God,” was Melchisedek, this priest-
or work, he followed none,
So also it is of the antitype,
Christ. In fact, the two are compared in their official capacity
logy of Melchisedek, being
in marked contrast with

beyond question. And Paul says of him:

pe abolished in saying:
have put on incorruption, and this mortal sha

« . neither beginning of days nor end of life

king. That is, in his dual office,
and he is succeeded by nomne.

only. The parentage and genea
unknown, place his priesthood
that of the Aaronic priests.

The priesthood of Melchisedek ended, not by a successor
£ having fulfilled its mission.

£ Christ be terminated when he comes.
Then there will ‘be no longer time for ‘repentance”. (2 Pet.

stepping in, but by reason o
So, also, will that o

3:1-9).

“gon of man” and “the Son of God” had

1 Dec. 26, 1935.

Ye ' num'rous sects

y which all declare

“Lo Christ is here.
Lo Christ is there.”

You.z‘.stronger proofs
“divinely give

And show me where
the Christians live,

.|| “Where is Thy Church,
0, Savior, where?”
I heard the cry,
and then I heard:
“Here is My Chureh -
where men still dare
To take Me at My word.

“Thus saith the Lord,
and ye shall find rest for your souls.”

raise up the foundations i
to Dol o o 581:012123).01“ many generations; and th

‘Stand ye in the wa
ys, and see, and ask for the Ol
2 e, d 5 i .
erdine e Shas ot the O Thf;z;tl;;,awhere is the good way, and walk therein,

ou shalt be called, The Repai

1 build the old wast
e places: thou
rer of the Breach, The Restoref‘ (?Fl’sfx;l:

Vol. XV

LEBANON, MISSOURI, MARCH 1, 1942

No. 2

A VIEWS AND REVIEWS

Smite means ’E)ysg:kc. H(airper .

. ike; and th i
?slo‘fﬁ pt?yverful than the truth, th:lfgz)ssprze(l)”wxi%g}?
is reaehr()iower of God” (Rom. 1:16), which was
12'16?2 g to every creature under heaven’ Mk
Men ceas)éd g?oﬁﬁ?sa? b wéorship e Emperors:
beat their gpears into e' Ping hooie, ation. Men

S pruning hooks;

moulded into plowshears. Th ' of e pavere
invaded even the royal y ¢ Ut oF the gospel

palace. I quot
glcglsci _Progress by Barnard and R%oibeaglgocﬁ%ﬁg
G woxl'aﬁ§ v‘ccould not attend the Roman %emples
or les 'l‘g)h he Roman gods. They refused to
ding of human biogd o e cioY, the cruel ehed-
They would not enlist as Tiions e combats,

t soldiers; they ref
S M o e i omee l
: .y would become of Em-
pire whose laws were not ob i rulers.
And again from Webste 9 Fediy B me rulers.”
ag: r’s Early Europe is-
ité)rs); w ‘Rog;le .en“cer(_ed on the persecutionps ?)relcg::e
It s: ex;gtenczlstl%ilsyc‘}clhgttwhich threatened its
- The ristians declined t -
port the state religion: the ned 3

1 ] ; Yy -even condemned it
unsparingly as sinful and idolatr :
fused to worship the s, ot sumedian oY, &

genius, or guardi iri

the emporer, and would o e pegood
h R t burn in

his statue, which stood n PSS pTere
fusal to take what was ré;luevery O sk Te-

y an oath of allegi

was regarded as an act of rebelli Stused
T saarded as an ellion. They refused
: army. Every city had a

‘ggn of woyshlppers. They met, not c:191;1 g;';;g]i:
me%a%ier?gasogli ;c}:lhe iszvs, bllllt (iin private houses. The

s called ecclesia f
g)riglgdfggsafssgrrﬁli%r. HT?G% sang hymmg,0 rlrilstZrﬂag
] e Holy Scriptures, and
%i; ti ﬁeaé_m- memory of the last supper oz%a?éc;gl;
b Desb a}szcélr)ll?;i' _IZH C. Harper in Harper-Luns-
o cbate. e Kingdom, 1931, Oct. But listen
“The kingdom established

. ] on the da -
ftoi;cl é%xée;dbtrgl’{’e o]; consumed one kingé’og cﬁ'e?v?s
torg onded to. —D. D: Lunsford in Harper-Luns-
§Il’1ct v;l;)wﬂlllea‘r another Adventist:

s the rr}inistry of the Spirit’ that
iarllﬁtf)’etr;}?gcost, which put the go and poweraangezgj£
enabieéb tﬁ%c;s’iloescaand glle éarly church, which

1 arry the Gospel to the enti
oman Empire within their i nd to
generatio
ic’gxl'lset }Ehat proud Empire to crumble :;nrcll gﬁi bf:
- n'?m e onward march of Christianity.”—R. M
ons, in Present Truth Messenger, Adven.tist.
(The truth will come when ’cherey

i} is no ax to grind—H. C. Harper.)

%

THE MIND OF CHRIST
“For to be cagiaﬁaul Q'dNiChOIS
) ly minded is d ;
iﬁlel ictualll)y minded is life and peac'e?’z’lth’.["hkill;tcg;nbe
the § egc‘smg of the bploved Apostle Paul found Jersl
o i:h :6. h_At one.tlme the man who wrote this -
e ableet chief of sinners.” And if anyone should
et (1)1 géve such tgac}_ung, it certainly would be
A ad roamed in sin for as long as Paul did ‘
mind?a gfu;f;ﬂl{len}cgﬁied simply means to be ﬂeshl};
be;arnal]y minded.s us plainly that it is death to
__Apgainin Rom. 8:13, the A
} , postle Paul “For
gl r)(f)e Iilve after.the flesh ye shall giue sgg’s’ime
S ug t}l;xe Splrlf}, do mortify the deeds of tgz
min§c71 3(7)% sC ha~l'l live.” If we are going to have the
the decds of e body (o noe mirre (g, TOKITY
are to keep our deeds fr%m? f e i we
: € ein 3 r
gglpg to have to incorporate theg\vcc?;c;l ?)lf gedal'e
}feversgday lives. oc |
II we have the mind of Christ, wh i
. A t
i‘r;?llnds b% dwelhng on? Will we be thinl?ins;rw (1>1f1 Iglvfr
: {Vseaxl‘lyﬂldﬁgfc:sao]f making more and more money
) arge sum to draw f i
old age, or will we be thinki fo send the
ge, ing of wa;
%\?islll)el to the people of this lost andygygggs e;f)]r% g
neigh‘ggrsealggn%k}n%i about ways of pleasing ouf‘*
riends, or will we be thinki )
how we can please our omni Heaoning of
. s omnipotent Heav -
g}&? ? Andif we are spiritually minded V\?}I:g; wl:gl
0 Igonversal’:mn be like? Will we always be
v&g?la V\lrggdci)sfc::’sosﬂg eyetnts and world conditions oi'
: criptures as well as ings
ic\}{laat':ctaxiez tgi{lr&g place in the world ? Chxffi};?c sta}}llélfi
hatt. 84, Out of”’che abundance of the heart
the 1 outh speaketh.” If a person never speaks
ot 1111;%3 I}Jatﬁ‘;a;mtn% 1‘Ico life and godliness, of course
e e ides o’ i
mliChéa?oft those thinlgs‘i(L that he doesn’t think
n Col. 1:10 we read, “That ye might N X
g})errgf gtcl)lgadI;%flkugtodgll pleasing, be{gng gﬁﬂ:&fﬁc’;
C 'k, and increasing in the k
Svfhgc::(lléi Sget thqre; are some in the body gg vg}?gi%%
who (rin o be living the Christian life who have
knowzllsg eli‘her not at all or very little in the’
£ho kmowledge that the wesi: neoPle believe that
¢ t writer was i i
52(132 igzzsz%i Qf s}gﬁmure isa spiritua?Pgei?tﬂaagai? i:)rlxg
. In the corn-field, or in th
patch? If not what is v i o SHPDEEE
o e ot OSS.blvrong with these people?
if }I‘.{e kmiV\&s nothing' ofICgrg%Y?e the mind of Chirst
nowledge is one of the graces that
the Chr}stlan to add to his faith in 2 Ell’ef elt erstgllcl)s
man said that, “The fear of the Lord i.s %he be:-
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- ti . t we see they were rich
e thatgr(r)zgghwm]ius’ willing to do all they
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inni ledge.” (Prov. 1:7). : 1
ﬁ;gl{lel;sgeoinlfinggosv %n the knowledge of God, fear in faith and

tudy. could. ‘ . .
thleu I{ord fgrsg’u?%idghvens%ﬁd? tggrvléoggdofs Cl}log H We hear many people saying the work canno
What must ¥ ?

i f the war. Yes, it
is revealed. be carrlgd on now because o s X
e tgere ’:}];la‘f g;g I;ggg}eg}%: %fc:as(}io%c} ° nflind the canand '}‘th must Eef«:;vrr;%da l?sn'welzt ﬁ%ﬁ sg; %a n?any
ey e after the more. e past € o many
. / B Rom. ¢ i led to appreciate to the fulle
s o e e ¢ the irit.” 8:5). blessings, we failed to ap . ildings
o : B R v st ient ways of travel, nice building
Spirit the e ot f Christ, we must be Fast and convenlent way rave e
Then if e have the mind & t dhrist and his for meetings, and plenty of lights. ’ 1
e : ‘ t hings are changing.
minding the things that pertain to t his for meet s o _Now ; ;
: o formed e oot your r us nature. We will have
Kingdom. A e o by e i f your They are of a more serious 1 i
e et o0, ' things. But some of us
but be ye transformed by is that good, and to give up some pf tl‘l‘ese g ; ome ol e
minds that ye may prove what is L ’2.2) o eon standing “afar off S0 to speak. C
o God Ry 35 40 i i £ the gospel and living the
acceptable, and perioct ot God acceptably is to taking the spreading o  and living the
The ol K ey e he rencwing f our minds and Christian life as seriously as we lsl ‘icﬁ Now. &
be transformed by the renewing o ] O e B ee o srow rich-r ’

f . e o it i devotion to the truth. We
not be conformed to this wor 12 good Hme TOr i dev .

v . £ b b b o o d i i h to use the ship, beasts
so many people is that they wan e both trans e ven if we have ° i, beass
formed- and ‘ ‘conformed %td’;}&ems;la;lmis e e oF bavdan. o walk. e ma}kf) %?d?neége 1 WI; i
St §a1d, A”double-ir}lsra lege of lights or even éa}rge rl; ldine: ’s but we can.
alITo}f h(ljshzg‘glzn l(ig: SlS e‘ith'er worth living \nlrlhcél}f- :jv'm:lé b_xl/ d(i'y'a ’J;l}éi sag}ll oll‘cainc%ut e e es and

- insti ridua s ]
‘ nE Lo e o oarl hristi h experiences. If the
heartedly or not at all.1 We oug Christ in the early Christians had 3: ese experienc - L the
impoz‘ tafnceeo;‘ glnaev\l:rlfo tirslea. rrrrlggbg of the body of meeting place for Lord’s day worship is in p
heart of ever,

3 . : PR .
’ . emper e \J Ch lStI ns dld t .

tlle SaVIOI S0 that no th.lng could remove lt hOrrlleS, rem b aIl Y a he same
‘& HAI CAN “ L D() cut]ons as they had then, but let us l’est assu[ed

i d we will be rich above
X the gospel wiill be spr_ead_. an Il be rich ahove
| IBysIlJc.ili\; }egxyefr?;ddav, “What can I any ear@hly possessm;ls. Ours wi
d V“c,c(: }111:12;)1' éalfroi?n; ghis war?”’ To the Christian I Eternal in the Heavens.
o

: : rist .
crior he review the life of Christ, AND THEN

Wouléi :g(i.‘g ev?rglghv%gs on this earth nineteen hun- - 0. P AN:OVIVsee in the Christian Ledger,

gggd ;:a:rs’ago. He was born in poverty, raised in Dear O. P. A.: the church of Christ

Wt ing
: s life’ ; confined to a2 that a brother in comparin ly 2000 years
obscurity, and }I;I o %ffds w&é{ I‘gizsword has cov- of today, wr‘c‘h th;z1 c};uri}évggug?rszt forth that
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ere g 11 our hearts e fac g rth to-
written about Him, and songs, that B 0 BORIS  early 2000 years ago, and that tines of 1t 1l ho
from day to day, that will live day.” The brother niqakei a ﬁ}r:eof ggfay with the
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duce Him, nor death destroy rs, nor anything officers of the church, the S ; h
; , ) = » to my Bible, the
could not hold Him, nglthelz can war n and on. appointed them.” According ] ointing
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where Chri
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thing since 1870. From that time on back to the
Apostles it was done like the Bible says, but there
was a man in Nashville at that time that assumed
the prerogatives, or something else, of the POPE,

NOTICE

It is so easy for us to forget that it becomes

necessary every now and

then to remind our

and said “QUIT IT” and all the churches QUIT readers, and especially the preachers, to work for
IT. ‘ ‘

There is another ridiculous thing thoﬁsands of

congregations are doing. They are SUBSTITU-
TING the ‘cups of devils for the “Cup of the
Lord.” 1In the church of Christ they “sent” men
to preach, now you ecall men to preach “for so

much”? Is that Bible?
stand for it, there is ONLY

The faet is, and Tl
ONE THING that the

church today does as the Bible says they did from

1870 on back, and that is,
But we will wait to hear
One who has fought for

they baptize people.
from the A’s and M’s.
the truth,

—E. A. Lowry.

SYSTEMATIC MISSION WORK

For the last eight or ten years my home church
has made a feeble effort to spread the gospel in
“regions beyond” our immediate community, but
it has been rather haphazard and “catch as catch
can,” hence unsatisfactory to most of us. We

have for years seen the nee

d of a more extensive

and systematic effort. After observing the suc-
cess of the manner in which the work in Califor-

nia has been executed, we

have recently agreed

upon putting into practice about such a plan for
the next two years, at least.

Being unable to secure the services of a suitable
evangelist for the entire time in 1942, since we
were too late getting into action, we have decided
to use the preachers in this part for most of the

work this year. There are
in the Lees Summit and Leb

just seven preachers
anon churches. Since

it will be April or May before it will be advisable
to try to hold mission meetings, it was decided to
send these preachers out to nearby congregations,
who are less fortunate in having competent teach-
ers, that these weaker churches may be edified
and built up to the extent that they may be able

to cooperate with the two

above churches more

fully.. Already Claxton, Richland, Clio, Ellis, Ca-
ble Ridge, and Lebanon chiirches are being visited
by the preachers once or twice per month over

Lord’s days, regularly, with

good results. This is

to continue until time for mission meetings, which
will take its place then. All of the above churches
are cooperating nicely in a financial way, and the
funds are building up, although' the preachers are

being supported adequately

for these trips. In

1943, the Lord willing, we hope to have this plan

worked up to the extent tha

t we can put an able

evangelist in the field full time in mission work,
and keep up the work for the home preachers as
well.  We are trusting that other congregations

“will join in the work as they learn of it, and as we

establish new congregations. We trust that Dru-

'y and Vanzant churches, als

soon be cooperating in the

.way all the weaker churches

o Cross Hollows, will
good work. In this
will be able to have

at least one series of meetings a year and some

“monthly visits. Hence, we look forward to great-

er things for God in the Ozarks of Missouri. Pray

for the good work, brethren.

—Homer L. King.

subsecriptions.

In these trying times we are prone

to busy ourselves with other things than the

Lord’s work. But if there
we all need to be working

ever was a time when
hard for the cause of

the Lord it is NOW. We are still continuing our
special offer of only 50c a year to new subscribers,
and we would be glad if every reader would take
advantage of this very special offer, and send the
baper a year to some one whom you believe would
be interested in reading it.. The cost of paper is
advancing and we may not be able to run this of-
fer much longer. Also, when your subscription
expires, please renew promptly. All of our old
faithful subscribers renewing promptly makes it
possible for us to put on a special price to new

readers, and thus, enlarge

our subscription list.

Preachers, or anyone, may receive bundles of
sample copies of the OPA, if you will let us know
that you want them, and will use them in trying to

get subs. We would like for

someone in each con-

gregation to secure subscriptions in the congrega-
tion, and see to it that every family gets the paper.

—Homer A. Gay.

OUR HELP

ERS

Here are the names from whom we have re-
ceived subscriptions to the OPA, from January 20
to February 20, and the number received by us.
Many, many thanks for your interest and hearty

cooperation.—Publishers.

C. B. Hufstedler—10; Barney Welch—7 ; Homer

L. King—4; Sam Finto—3

; Ervin Waters—2;

John T. Davis—2; Mrs. Chas. Feagings—2; C. C.

Kessinger—2; Mrs. L. L. L

add—2; Alfred Wal-

ker—1; Mrs. Oliver Shaffer—1; Mrs. C. A. Allen
—1; Earl Johnson—1; Mrs. Cora Campbell—1;
Ralph Meents—1; Joseph Miller—1; W. E. Shock-
ley—1; Mrs. Jim Perkins—1; S. E. Weldon—1 ;
W. S. Tabor—1; H. C. Thomas—1; T. M. Hoover—
1; Mrs. Fred Kirbo—1; L. H. Fletcher—1; Dora

Barker—1; E. J. Smith—1;

L. N. Byford—1; J.

W. Stermer—1: L. L. Coleman—1; Total—54.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In response to the appeal for help to complete

the OPA office, we wish to ac
$5.00 from the Spring Hill,

knowledge receipt of
Stop 12 chureh, by

Brother George Cobbs. Thanks a lot, brethren.
—Publishers.

WRITE TO ME
I want to tell every tobacco user about a most -

wonderful harmless herb rem
craving for tobacco and how
cipe to make this marvelous
cure yourself of the filthy an

edy that stops ALL
you can get the re-
remedy and easily
d expensive tobacco.

habit. It has cured thousands of people.

Your Invalid Brother, L

oomis O. Hinton,.
Spencer, Ind.
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r rch had a

. -to whether the Jerusalem»chulch

ick:i?cr?ks)utioﬁ upon the first day of the \_zveek, fox:
we read in Acts 2:44-45, “And had all thlpgs comd
mon, and sold their goods and possesmgns a,él"
parted them to all men, as every man hfa negoh_
Also Acts 4:34-837. They had no need Orta'bute

tribution, and evidently had nothing to contri
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' “PUBLISHED MONTHLY AT LEBANON, MO.

o March 24, 1932, at the post-
fr tered as second-class .matter A y '
..‘Sffl';:cne e;t Lebanon,.Missouri, under the Act of March 3, 1879

: : : . ) nd
¥ : ‘  EDITORS Lebanon, Mo, after they sold their goods aIchdtﬁ)OS:ei:g;lss fzgt.
HOMER L. KING - T Iebanon, Mo. brought the price and laid it at the ap tes oev
JHOMER A. GAY o oolooooomooomoomm o oo : The word “fellowship” as it 1s usefd‘ ml) : b
s PUBLISHER Testament carries with it the idea of: ( J

Q- G Route 2, Lebanon, Mo.
. . KING . . e 2, L ; .
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- Brother King:—Yesterday I preached
Se]r)n?iloleu:md we started home In the_ evetmng,
when we’ were caught in a blinding rain storm,

who are acquainted with Brother Elliott, send of

the habitation (church) of the Lord (Ps. 26:8).
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their means to his relief. I beleive he is worthy.

As for Brother Fred Kirbo, he is too well known
to the readers of the OPA to need- commendation
by me or anyone else. All who know him, know
that he' 1s worthy, being one of our very best
evangelists, loyal, faithful, able, lovable, clean, and
worthy of the esteem, support, and love of al]
faithful brethren. I am certain that his friends
will see that he does not suffer and that his needs
are supplied. I have known him to go to his ap-
pointments, when he would not receive enough
support to pay his way home, and he would have
to “hiteh hike” back home, but still he continued
to go. —Homer L. King.

. PASSED CON

Lewis.—Susan M. Lewis was born July 19, 1908;
departed this life, after a brief illness of about six
weeks, January 13, 1942, being 83 years, 4 months
and 25 days of age.

The cause of Sister Lewis’ illness was -burns
which she received when her clothing was ignited
as she was trying to light a gas heater in her
home. Death overtook her in the hospital where
she had been for most of the time during her ill-
ness.

To her friends and loved-ones she was known as
one who truely endeavored to live a life that she
might worthily be called a Christian.

Recently she had moved to the state of Califor-
nia with her small son and her husband, who ob-
tained a position working in a defense factory.
Their former home was in Portales, New Mexico,
where her body was interred.

Besides her small son and husband, her mother
and father, four sisters, and five brothers survive
to mourn her passing.

This humble servant of the Lord spoke words of
comfort and consolation to the relatives and fri-
ends of Sister Lewis. —Paul 0. Nichols.

Fairley—Brother D. T. Fairley died Lord’s day,
Jan. 11, 1942, being 85 years of age, after an ill-
ness of about 4 months, due to a fall. Being a
pioneer preacher, he established a congregation at
Ira, Texas, many years ago. He loved to preach
and would make an effort as long as he, was able
to stand.

Brother Fairley leaves a wife and several chil-
dren, also a number of grandchildren to mourn
his passing. Interment was at Ira, 12 miles from
Snyder, near the home of his daughter.

—W. P. Perser.
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She loved the services of the church, being faith-
ful. Funeral services were conducted by -Bro.
Murphy Phillips and N. F. Jacks at New Salem
church. 'Our sympathy to the bereaved. '
—Robert Falvey.

Neal.—Sister Georgia Ann Neal was born Aug.
19, 1924, at Braggs, Oklahoma. She died Dee.
28 at Salinas, Calif., being 17 years of age. She
died of injuries sustained in an automobile acci-
dent, which placed both her mother and her bro-
ther in'the hospital. Her mother, Sister Robert
Stone, is still in the Salinas hospital. May she
“sorro_w not as others which have no hope.”
Georgia Ann obeyed the gospel and was baptized
by Bro. Chester King in 1940 at Greenfield, Calif,
She was one of the most consecrated young Chris-
tian women and one of the most;
singers of sacred songs it has been this writer’s
privilege to know. The writer conducted the
funeral at King City, Calif., and interment- was

In a near-by cemetery. May we all live close to
God and be ready when the hour comes. '

—FErvin Waters

. L. N. Byford, Bellmead, Texas, Feb. 16—The work in Axtell
is getting along nicely. There cannot be too muech teaching
on the spreading of the gospel.

R. L. Baxley, Bonifay, Fla., Feb. 9.—We were delightéd to
have Brother DeWitt Palmer with us last Lord’s day, to give
us a good lesson and to visit in our home.

E. J. Smith, Rte. 2, Box 46, Iowa Park, Texas, Feb. 15.—1
hope to extend the limit of my labors more this year than
for several years. I am working on a review of Van Bon-
neau’s work on the cups question.

W. E. Shockley, Sanger, Galif., Feb. 2—The church here
is still pressing on in the work of the Lord. We are rather
looking for Brother Robertson to come out this way in the
near future, the Lord willing.

Chas. D. Palmer, Kinston, Ala., Jan. 30.—I have been quite
busy with sundry duties since coming home. I have calls for
several meetings from places where I have preached. As soon
as the drafting of my brother is settled, I will know more
about my future plans. '

—_—

D. A, Murray (colored, Columbus, Miss., Feb. 10.—Due to
the dislocation of my wife’s arm, which caused considerable
suffering, I have been confined to my home for near two
months. But she is improving. Pray for her recovery. We

have services in our home, when I am at home. We hope to
establish the cause here.

Smith.—Sister Florence Smith, born Nov. 12,
1871, departed this life Jan. 29, 1942, being over
70 years of age.

On January 8, 1888, she was married *o Bro.
Perry Smith, which union continued until broken
by death. - To this union eight children were born,
all of whom, together with her husband, grand-
children, and other relatives survive.

Sister ‘Smith obeyed the gospel more than 40
Yyears ago, and lived a faithful Christian life until
death. She was opposed to all innovation, which
ever came up, that would lead her children from
the truth. We believe her life was an example for
others to follow, being what God would have her
live.  She reminded us of David of old, who loved

George N. Cobbs, 1015 First Ave., Charleston, W. Va,, Jan.
31-—~We are doing fine here at Stop 12, Spring Hill. Brother
Barney Welch is laboring in this field, and I believe he will
be able to accomplish very much. Pray for us and the work
in this part.

John Rankin, Maricopa, California, Feb. 17.—We are still
struggling along here, our congregation being small. Some
of our members moved to Texas last fall. We were glad to
hear Brother Kirbo a few times while he was out here, We

like him fine. We also like Bro. Waters, who is a good
preacher.
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John B. Hall, Arp, Texas, Jan. 25, —Since there are no true
churches in this part, we have been meeting for worship in a
private home for months. - I plan toc move back to Oklahoma,
in the neighborhood of Tulsa, and would like to know of any
loyal churches in that part. I want to find a loyal church
where I may attend and yet find work. .

W. H. Jones, Alta Vista, Kans., Feb. 17—After some delay,
I am coming with another report to the OPA. Brother L. O.
Jones and family have moved to Yellville, Ark.,, which takes
five working members away from our little congregation. We
miss them very much, but we are thankful to our Lord that
He has blessed us with sufficient leaders to continue to meet
for worship in the unity of the spirit. We realize that we
are far away from any loyal churches, but we have the as-
surance that “wheré two or three are gathered together in
my name, there am I in the midst of them.” May the Lord
be with you all.

Alfred Walker (colored), Brookhaven, Miss.,, Jan. 28.—We
have a congregation here, and we -ask the prayers of all the
faithful brethren, that we might “walk worthy of the Loxd,
unto all pleasing; being fruitful in every good work, and in-
creasing in the knowledge of God” (Col. 1:10). We enjoy

reading the Old Paths Advocate. Clovis T. Cook, Rte. 2, Lebanon, Missouri, Feb. 19.~I re-

cently made a trip to Wichita Falls and visited relatives and
friends around my old home. I preached in the private home
of Bro. Cleo Fancher, restoring three. Due to the condition
of the church there and arrangements by the brethren, ser-
vices were held in this manner. The divided condition of the
church there over the “set order” contention is a sad condi-
tion. The 2nd Lord’s day in this month, I preached at Claxton
to a good crowd. I go next to Lebanon the 4th Lord’s day.

G. A. Canfield (colored), Marion, La., Jan. 26.—1 am think-
ing of visiting the little congregation of colored brethren,
near Lawrenceburg, Tenn. I would not hesitate to go any-
where, if I just had the money. 1 would be glad to hold a
meeting for this faithful church, if I just had the means, for
I am so glad to find my color standing firm for the truth.

S. E. Weldon, Rte. 2 Box 532, Beaumont, Texas, Feb. 10.—
1t is with effort that I write this brief report. Since T last
reported, I have been badly afflicted with rheumatism in my
legs and arms, also hands, but'I am thankful that I am im-
proving some now. I have not been able to attend services
for months, but my hopes are still centered on the triumphant
resurrection of the saints. Hence, “our light afflictions are
not worthy to be compared to the glory that shall be revealed
in us.” When you pray, remember me.

Sam Finto, Floresville, Texas, Jan. 16.—Brother Buffington
preached for us last Lord’s day. He certainly does well and
is improving all the time. We have a number of young men
in the army now. These are trying times, and we should read
the Bijble more and be more prayerful. My grandson, Cecil
Caraway, was drafted and is in Camp Walters, Texas.

Earl Johnson, Ada, Oklahoma, Jan. 30.—Brother Fred Kirbo
preached for us last Lord’s day on “Because Thou Hast Left
Thy First Love” (Rev. 2:4). He gave us a good lesson, and
this is, no doubt, why so many Christians have gone astray.
But, if all would study (1 Tim. 2:16), they would not leave
their first love. We invite all faithful brethren to visit us at
the 405 W. 6th St. church here.

Lee R. Williams, McAlester, Oklahoma, Feb. 14—We are
still working for the Lord and meeting for worship as the
Bible directs at 304 W, Chicksaw, each Lord’s day at 11:00
a. m. Since Brother King held us a meeting last October, we
have lost some members, by their moving to Calif, in search
of work. However, we still see a chance for truth to prevail
over the doctrine and commandments of men in this part, and
we are looking forward to other efforts this year. Let us
“earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to the saints.”

C. H. Lee, Lebanon, Missouri, Feb. 19.—Due to bad weather
I was unable to fill my appointment at Mt. View, near Rich-
land, the first Lord’s day inst. I was with the faithful at
Cable Ridge, the 15th inst., preaching three sermons to large
crowds. We baptized two; a man and wife. My next will be
at Mt. View the first Lord’s day in March. I hope to return
to Cable Ridge again in March and to be with the brethren
in Lebanon the fourth Lord’s day. May we remember the
good old song—“Work for the night is coming.”

Barney Welch, Box 133, Spring Hill, W. Va,, Feb. 18.—Due
to bad weather in this section, my work has been mainly per-
sonal since last report. I think that most of us, especially
preachers, are falling short of our duty, when it comes to
visiting and encouraging the weak members in these trying
times, as well as to those out of the church, whose minds have
been prejudiced against the truth, when preached publiely.
I have been assisted in the preaching by Bro. Clarence Kes-
singer, a fine young man and a good preacher. Brother J. B.
Lasater and wife, of Texas, who moved here, are a great help
in the church. Brother Frank Cobbs is to be commended for
his able leadership in the face of much opposition in the
past here. Let us be faithful in the midst of this turmoil.

Ray Roe, Dougherty, Okla., Feb. 13.—~We are now about out
of debt on our building, and it is almost completed. We are
glad Brother Fred Kirbo has moved close to us, and was with
us in January and again in this month. We certainly en-
joyed the splendid lessons. We were also glad to have Bro-
ther and Sister Johnson with us. We had a Brother Rogers
with us for a few sermons in January. Our prayers are for
the preaching brethren everywhere and for all the faithful.

Ervin Waters, 422 Whittier Blvd., Montebello, Calif., Feb.
11,—1 closed the Lodi meeting Jan. 18, with one restoration
and one baptism. I preached three nights, Jan. 20-22, in the
home of Bro. Roy Smalling near Del Paso Heights, Calif.
Jan. 25, 1 started a meeting at Greenfield, which has resulted
in one baptism and which will close tonight. Feb. 12, we
will be with the brethren that meet in Bre. Eaker’s home,
near Watsonville. TFeb. 22, we will, the Lord willing, begin a
mission effort at Del Paso Heights, Calif. Brethren, in the
spirit of Christ let us stand together in these perilous days
and build up the cause of Christ.

Fred Kirbo, Rte. 1 Box 16, Davis, Okla., Feb. 9.1 recently
baptized one at Seminole. I was recently called to preach
the funeral of Sister Ham, of the Washington church. I want
to preach everywhere I can that lost souls may be saved. In
Kansas City there is a motto, hanging on the wall of a Negro
church, as follows: “Preach up, pray up, sing up, pay up,
clean up; and never give up, back up, or shut up; until the
cause of Christ in this community and the world is built up.”
May we ALL HEED this motto.

L. B. Badgett, Port Arthur, Texas, Feb. 15—1I was recently
called to Votaw, Texas, where I spoke words of consolation
to bereaved ones, over the death of Bro. W. F. Moore, a godly
Christian. Since the weather is very bad here I am preaching
some at home and near-by places. Brother John Tim Davis,
of Vinita, Okla, has moved to California. Any loyal preacher
in that part can depend on the faithfulness of Brother and
Sister Davis. I mean to hold meetings in South Texas in
March and April; in Louisiana, May and June; in Arkansas,
July and August; Rio Grand Valley, September.

Homer L. King, Lebanon, Missouri, February 20.~The sec-
ond Lord’s day inst., I preached to the church in Lebanon,
both morning and night services, with' one confession of
faults. The church there continues to grow in grace and
knowledge, as well as in number. The first Lord’s day in
March, I am to be with the brethren at Drury and at Van-
zant; third Lord’s day, at Clio, near Crane, Mo. Recently,
we enjoyed a visit by Brother Billy Meodgling, for a few min-
utes, en route to his home in Ill, before going to the army
camp, near Wichita Falls, Texas. He was accompanied by his
mother. Our sympathy goes out to all Christian boys, who
are being drafted, even into noncombatant services. Yes, and
to their loved ones. May God protect and guide us in these
“perilous times.” :

Clarence Kessinger, Spring Hill, W. Va., Feb. 17—The
work in this part is going forward. We are progressing ra-
pidly with the aid of Bro. Barney Welch. I have preached
several times, with one baptized into Christ. We have a bet-
ter interest worked up here, and we hope it will continue. We
are looking forward to a singing school and a meeting this
summer, the Lord willing. Pray for us and the work here.

Joe Castleman, South San Antonio, Texas, Feb. 19.—1 visited

,}» "
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.for. the ﬁrs't time, Feb. 1, the brethren at Sabinal, Texas
whlch.I'enJoyed very much. In the near future they plan’
on building them a meeting house; at present they meet in
Brothgr Fowler's home. Brother Everett Perkins, of the San
Antonio congregation, at Viendo and Catalina Sts., preaches
for them once a month. I have been preaching somewhere
every Lord’s day since my last report in the December issue
Brother Buffington and I stopped by the Austin congregation'

one night. 1 go to Ft. Worth Sunday, (Feb. 22), the Lord -

willing.” “By this shall all men know that isei
A ye are my di 1
if ye have love one for another” (Jno. 13:35). ¥ diseiptes,

A

Homer A, Gay, Lebanon, Mo., Feb. 20th.—It seems that the
two weeks I spent with the church in Lebanon recently helped
the attendance and strengthened the members. After being
away from the home congregation for a month, I was at
home the second Lord’s day of this month, and assisted with
the te_:aching service. Last Lord’s day I was with the faithful
at Clio, near Crane, Mo. We have a fine band of Christians
th.ere, and they are up and doing. They are to co-operate
v{l_th us and other congregations in this part in a united mis-
sion effort. We are trying to visit all of the smaller congre-
gations around us this winter and help them along.

Tom E. Smith, Healdton, Oklahoma, January 27. —This
should have appeared earlier, but I misdirected it. Brother
Robertson was at the Bit Shop for a week in Nov., then to
Healdton for a week. We appreciated the humble and able
manner in which he presented the truth. We learned to love
him and commend him as an able teacher of the gospel, I
have recently visited Washington, Carter, Sentinel, and the
home church. These congregations are growing in grace and
knowledge. We were glad to meet up with Brethren Clayton
and Cleo Fancher, of Wichita Falls, on their way to Washing-
ton, recently. Recently, I have been going only to places
near home, due to the tire situation, as I must use my car
:}n.tmy work. One was baptized at Baum, and two at Pike

ity.

C C.. Rawdon, McKinzie, Tenn., Feb. 15—~We have been
driving about 150 miles to worship. The church at Chapel
Grov.e, near Lawrenceburg, is still carrying on in the Lord’s
appointed way. It seems their talent is growing. Brother J.
P: Burns made a real good talk on Christian living recently.
Since we are living in such “perilous times”, it seems to me
that all Christians should live today as if it were their last
day on earth. I think our brethren should give up their con-
.tention on the “set order” of worship, since they cannot prove
it to be the Secriptural procedure. It seems that all should
stand firm on God’s word, for Christ will come, and His church
must be without spot or wrinkle. May we all do our best to
zvmt.souls for Him, and rid the church of unrighteous con-
ention.

Bill Van Stavern, Lebanon, Missouvi, Feb. 8~—Brother Homer
A. Gay closed a two-weeks effort with the church here. The
first week was spent in visiting from house to house. This
}'xouse to house teaching was continued the second week, but
in addition Brother Gay preached nightly. Brother Arthur
Wade assisted with the personal teaching. A special effort
was made to get the members aroused to their duty. While
there were no additions, the interest was good in spite of the
bad weather, and I think we all were helped by the teaching.
.Claxton, Lees Summit, and Lebanon churches are cooperating
in a financial way and otherwise to spread the gospel in the
Oza}-ks. We have already begun to try to build up the church-
es in this part by sending the preachers out to edify and
arouse them. Brethren Robertson, King, Wade, Meents,
Wilkerson, and Smith have been selected to look after this
work, and they seem well qualified to do the job.

Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood, Calif., Feb. 13.
—At t.he writing of my last report Bro. Ralph Mustard and I
were in a meeting at Montebello, which closed January 18.
Since the close of that meeting, I have preached at my home
congregation several times, and on January 25, I preached, for
the first time in over seven months, to the congregation at
Monrovia, which was established about two and a half years
ago under the preaching of Bro. Homer L. King. On February
1, at Siskiyou, we had one confession of faults and one young
man made the good confession for baptism. The work in
California continues to grow. It is certainly good to hear

that the churches in Missouri are putting forth the effort
that they are to keep a preacher in the field in that part, It is
too }\ad ihat the churches in other parts do not follow the ex-
ample. et us do our part to spread th “

the light of the world.” P ¢ word, “For ye are

Ralph Mustard, 221 E. Cleveland, Montebello, Calif., Feb. 6
—1I have z:ecently done considerable preaching for the’ varic';us-
chur(.:hes in Galif. Bro, Paul Nichols and I closed a series of
meetings with the church in Montebello, January 18, without
visible results, yet the church seemed edified and strer;gthened
My next was at El Centro, where I delivered a discourse to a
very large crowd. They seem to be zealous and faithful to the
Lord. I was with the brethren at Oceanside, preaching there
I was _much surprised to find them praeticing an error in the'
worship. I hope they will decide to give it up that we all may
work together in unity. I am to preach at Poplar, Feb. 8. We
all regret very much to learn that Bro. Bill Modgling'was
forcec.l to enter the army against his will and against the
tea.ch}ng of the Bible. We learned to love him very much
while }w was in Calif. May God’s blessings rest upon him
and his mother and other relatives. May truth continue
over error., )

S. J. Gay, Lebanon, Missouri, Feb. 9.—On F i

with two of the Lebanon brethren and two ofi%esiézscgfrgfnni{
brethren, my daughter and I went to Fort Leonard Wood
where I pr.eached in the W.P.A. chapel. The appointment was’
made possible by Bro. Frank Traylor, who is the chaplain at
the Fort, being a member of the Church of Christ. I spoke
to a crowd of about 200, who were W.P.A. wo'rkers: We had
good interest and one confession of faults. I think about
50_ a§ked when I could come back. I feel that this is a real
mission field, as there are men from all over the state in this
camp. Yes, there are several preachers (?), eight of whom
were present. The preacher in charge, told me that what I
pregched was Bible, but that he didn’t agree with me Think
o.f it, brethren, a thousand men there with eight p;‘eachers
111.\'(_‘ that for their opportunity to learn (?7) Are we afraid we
will “spil our garments” if we go into such places? True we
may risk our reputation to go anywhere, except to the loyal
brethren; but as for me, when James said: “Resist the Davil
and he will flee from you”, it means just that. Let us not tr
to dodge him for fear that we will lose our standing with'thi
brethren., but go anywhere we have the opportunity to do
g:ood, without questioning about the loyalty of them: for
“the whole need not a physician, but they that are ;iék”
Brother T1_-aylor needs tracts to hand out, that will enlighter;
on first principles. If you have any tracts or leafléts for this
purpose, send them to me, and I will see that he gets them,

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

“Here is an order for song books. I hope that
you and family are well. I would like to see you
and hear you preach again.”—John Rankin, Calif.

“T have received three copies of the
I like it fine. I read them and haniod them g
to my neighbors, as I wish others to learn the
truth. Wishing you the best of success.”
—DMrs. J. C. Wilson, Oklahoma.

“Brother King, please change my address to
Rte. 5, Temple. Send my OPA here, as I do not
want to miss an issue. It gets better all the
time.” —James R. Stewart, Texas.

“Find enclosed ten subs. to the OPA. I don’t
know of a better way to spend our money. I saw
where we could send it to new readers for 50c¢ per
year, and Fathe;‘ and I thought we would send it
to ten, and possibly one out of ten will see the er-
ror of his way.”—C. B. Hufstedler, Arkansas.

“Here is my renewal. T am so glad you kept
sending the paper, as I certainly would miss it
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if it failed to come. The fifty cents is to pay for
a sub. to the old brother, who preaches for us.
May God bless your work.” —Mrs. L. L. Ladd,
New Mexico. '

“I am enclosing my renewal to the OPA. I hope
you don’t think that I have quit because I have
been silent so long.” —E. J. Smith, Texas.

“Here is & new sub. to the OPA. 1 hope to get
more soon. With prayers and best wishes.”
—W. E. Shockley, California.

“I am sending my renewal to the OPA. I am
hoping the good work continues and that you are
enjoying the best of health.”—Mrs. C. A. Allen,
Pennsylvania. :

“Enclosed you will find my. renewal. I enjoy
reading the OPA very much.”—Alfred Walker
(colored), Miss.

“Here are two subs. to new names, who are in~
terested. I want to send it to others soon. May
God bless you in your work.” —John T. Davis,
California.

“Find my renewal and a new sub. I enjoy read-
ing every word in the OPA. I wish more people
would read it. I extend my best wishes for the
year.” —Mrs. Chas. Feagins, ITowa.

“Find my renewal of the OPA, which I appre-
ciate very much, for its unflinching firmness in its
contentions for the truth. May God’s blessings
be upon you and all the faithful.” —S. E. Weldon,
Texas.

“I was glad to receive my OPA, and I want it
to continue coming to my home, as I do not see
how I could do without it. May God bless you in
your great work.” —R. L. Baxley, Florida.

“Send the OPA to the following, and find money
enclosed. Brethren, let us all take heed to this
work. The OPA depends wholly on the brother-

hood to send.in subscriptions for its advancement.

The work here moves along nicely.”
—T. M. Hoover, California.

“Here is the money for my renewal of the OPA:
May- God bless you in your work.” —J. W. Ster-
mer, Texas.

“I can hardly wait for the OPA to come each .

month. It seems it does not come often enough.
Hoping you all are enjoying the best of health.”
—Robert Falvey, Mississippi.

“I am enclosing a sub. to the OPA. We hope
to send a nice list of subs. to the paper by April.

Keep the good work going.”’—L. N. Byford, Texas. ’

“The church here is sending you a check as a
contribution to the OPA office fund. Hove you
and family are fine.””—George N. Cobbs, W. Va.

“Find seven subscriptions to the OPA enclosed,

Homer. That is the best I could do for subs. this
month.” —Barney Welch, W. Va. .

“We anxjously awaited the arrival of the OPA
this month. We pray that the word of the Lord
may have free course, and that through your
preaching and others, the name of our Lord may
be glorified.”—A. R. McMullen, Texas.

SOME DIFFERENCE

Adventist: “The dead in Christ are to be
raised incorruptible ‘in a moment, in the twink-
ling of an eye, at the last trumpet ; for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorrup-
tible, and we shall be changed’ ” (1 Cor. 15:52.)

Reply: But the Bible says, “the dead” shall be
raised incorruptible, as you have quoted; and “the
dead”. is more than the dead in Christ: it is both
“the‘Just and the unjust” (Acts 24:15), “all that
are in the graves” (John 5:28, 29). Therefore,
not only “the dead in Christ shall be raised incor-
ruptible, as you say, but the dead out of Christ and
the dead in Christ, as the Bible says. Some dif-
ference. One is what man says; the other is
what God says. When Paul wanted to say “the
dead in Christ”, he could say it: 1 Thes. 4:16.
And when he wanted to say “the dead”, he could
say it: Acts 23:6; Acts 24:15; 1 Cor. 15:12, 13, 15,
21, 29, 32, 35, 42, and Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12. And
was it just the good? No, it was “the just and the
unjust.”

When the Sadducees denied the resurrection.of
“the dead” (Mt. 22:31; Mk. 12:26; Lk. 20:37),
was it just the bad? Was it just the good? Was
it just a part of the good and the bad? No; it
was ‘‘the 'dead”, and that is all.

1. “The last enemy that shall be abolished is
death.” (1 Cor. 15:54.) 2. “So when this cor-
ruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall
be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory.” (1 Cor. 15:54.)
3. Therefore, every corruptible, mortal shall put
on incorruption, immortality. And the wicked
shall go “both soul and body” into “hell” (gehen-
na) Mt. 10:28, 29, “into eternal ,re, prepared for
the devil and his angels” (Mt. 25:41), and “these

shall go away into eternal punishment (“torment,”

1 John 4:18, same Greek word), but the righteous
into eternal life ” (Mt. 25:46). “And whosoever
was not found written in the book of life was cast
into the lake of fire . .. and the devil that deceived
them was cast into the lake of fire . . . and shall
be tormented day and night forever and forever.”
(Rev. 20:10, 15.) And this is called “the second
death,” v. 14. And there is “tribulation and an-
guish.” (Rom. 2:9.)
terror of the Lord, we persuade men,” 2 Cor. 5:11.
“Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian,”:
said King Agrippa to Paul, Acts 26:28. I be-
seech you, sinner, Take heed. —H. C. Harper.

Nothing is so powerful as God’s eternal truth.
If error you want to crush, just keep hammering
away with what God has to say. _

God says through Jeremiah, “And His word is
like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces”
(Jer. 23:29). .
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Ye num'rous, sects
which all declare -

“Lo Christ is here.” -
Lo Christ is. there.”

Your stronger proofs
divinely- give -

And show me where
the Christians live.

LD PATHS

“Where is Thy Church,
O, Savior, where?”
I heard the cry,
and then I heard:
“Here is My Church
where men still dare
To take Me at My word. '

to Dwell in.” (Isa. 38:12).

“Knowing therefore the - -

“T aith the Lord, ‘Stand ye i.n the ways, and see, and ask for the Old Paths, where is the good way, and walk therein,
and 32551512111 find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) “And they that be of Thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt :
raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou- shalt be called, The Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer of Paths|}
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- NATIONS THAT FORGET JEHOVAH
" By T. F. Thomasson

It is said in Dan. 4:17, that “the most high
ruleth in the kingdom of men and setteth up over
it the basest of men.” Both profane and sacred
history confirm this fact. God rules in the king-
dom of men like he does in the material realm
through a system established by him in the be--
ginning. There are things a nation may practice
that will make them strong and insure for them
good rulers; on the other hand, they may practice
things that make them weak and bring upon them
base rulers.. The history of past nations fully
confirms this. We have many examples. In Gen.
6:1-8, it is said that the sons of God took for
wives the daughters of men and the children born
to them were giants and mighty men on the earth,
but this generation was so wicked that God re-
pented that he had made man and destroyed that
nation with a fiood saving Noah and his family,
eight souls in the ark.

When the children of Israel practiced the things
that made them strong they had peace and happi-
ness, but when they practiced otherwise, some
base rulers would overcome them. In II Kings,
chapter 25, we read that the nation under Zede-
kiah became so wicked that Nebuchadnezzar went
to Jerusalem, demolished the temple, tore down
the walls, made the people slaves in Babylon, kill-
ed Zedekiah’s sons before his eyes, and then
punched Zedekiah’s eyes out. That is awful even
to think about but that is the result of a nation
practicing things that destroy their strength,
peace and happiness. But God was long suffering
and gave them another chance. He bore with
them until they bécame so wicked that He could
put up with them no longer, so in A. D. 70 He de-
stroyed them as a nation and brought upon them
a perpetual shame and reproach that shall never
be forgotten. ,

We are told in Dan. 5, that Belshazzar made a
great feast to a thousand of his lords and while
they were frolicking, feasting and reveling the
fingers of a man’s hand wrote on the wall. - Bel-
shazzar could not read it; neither could his magi-
cians, so he called in Daniel, who read it. The
writing was: “Thou art weighed in the balance
and found wanting.” That very night Darius, the
Mede, came in, slew Belshazzar and took over his
kingdom. This is another example of a nation
practicing things that brought upon them swift
destruction. -

Rome was once the greatest and strongest na-
tion in the world, but when the Romans began to
spend the greatest part of their time in feasting,
frolicking and reveling, and disregarded modesty,
morals, and the sanctity of the home, they began
to decline and finally went down.

. But, coming down nearer our time, consider the

downfall of France. Not long ago I read an article
about one of the high government officials of
France. The writer said this man and his wife
were frequent visitors to a certain club house in
Paris where hundreds of men and women fro-
licked, danced and reveled all night perfectly nude.
We should not be surprised at what happened to
France. This practice, no doubt, spread through-
out the nation and to other nations. Hollywood,
here in our own nation seems to be headquarters
for nudity and divorces. These practices filter
out through the screen to all of the nation until
the entire nation becomes contaminated, and
thousands of our people today think more of some
movie star than they do of Jehovah. Even many
who claim to be worshipers of Jehovah devote
more of their time and money to the movies than
they do to Jehovah. Too much feasting, frolick-
ing, reveling and play, will ruin any nation, just
as it will ruin an individual. I have known farm-
ers.to lose their crop by too much ball or croquet
playing. I have known business men.to lose their
business by too much 42 playing. Reader, haven’t
you known of such cases? I maintain that if a
farmer can lose his crop by playing, and a busi-
ness man his business, isn’t it possible for a na-
tion to lose their freedom the same way?

We should take warning from past history (1
Cor. 10:7). My opinion is, and I believe it is
based on facts, if this nation expects to win this
war we will have to cut out all this God dishonor-
ing stuff and after it is over, if we expect to main-
tain a lasting peace we will have to keep it cut out.
Immodesty, immorality, and divorces will ruin
any nation. The divorce evil destroys the home
and when the home is destroyed the nation is
destroyed for the home makes the nation. Im-
modest and immoral living are some of the things
that lead to divorce. I do not believe in trying to
legislate morals into people, but I do believe that
the leaders and teachers of a nation should teach
against these things, and be so persistent in their
teaching that they would keep the sentiment of
the people in the right channel and thus keep the
nation healthy and strong. Especially preachers
should cry out against these things but they will

T e e e i oo et
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not do it because they are afraid they would lose
out on their salaries. - . :
The love of money is back of all these things,
{1 Tim. 6:10). Some church members have
houses they rent out for whiskey dives and dance
halls, but that is o. k., they are liberal contribut-
ors. - Whole congregations will assemble and
spend one short hour in worship and perhaps
their mind, instead of being on the worship, is on
the ball game or public swimming pool, where
they plan to spend the entire Lord’s Day after-
noon. They cannot possibly have preaching on
Saturday night because the members have to go
to the movies and pay their devotions to their
_ favorite movie star. The preacher says nothing
about these things because they are paying him a
nice fat salary. If he says anything, he endorses
them. So the preacher that does not openly en-

dorse these things, acquiesces in the matter. So -

they go on and on to hell with nations that forget
Jehovah. ) .

- LET US GET OUR PROPER BEARINGS

.. I am quite certain, that the American people
have not yet grasped the seriousness and gravity
of the war. Even the utter destruction of the na-
tion, should such be our fate, would not open the
eyes of a vast majority of our people; for it will
not be given to them to see the real cause of our
mnational chastisement. The stubborn Jews of the
first century, never saw then, nor do Jews see to-
day, that the destruction of Jerusalem (A. D. 70)
was due to their rejection of Jesus Christ through
their traditions; and the probability today is, that
none of the agencies responsible for our presznt
war, will ever be brought to realize the fact.

Yet, it should be easily realized, if the people
who profess to be children of God, actually be-
lieved his Word. God has plainly stated, that all
religicus bodies or plants not originated by him
in New Testament times, form spiritual Babylon
and are the object of his most devastating judg-
ments. (Matt. 15:13; Revelations, chapters 13 to
21.} He has pronounced fierce judgments upon
all parties and sects among professing Christians.
(Gal. 5:20; 2 Peter 2:1.) ‘He has arrayed his
wrath against all divisions and party fellowships
among his professing children. (1 Cor. 1:10;
Rom. 16:17, 18; John 17:21.) Yet, not one of the

guilty parties believes what God has said about it,

and in that unbelief goes right on defying him to
do what he has threatened. That is a clear chal-
lenge thrown into the face of the Almighty. Shall
we expect him to bless America, when of her 130,-
000,000 citizens, 98% are zealously practicing the
very acts he has pronounced anathema? Will they
repent? No. Then America may well gird for
“a long and hard war” indeed, and a possible in-
vasion of long duration. .

Do we expect the Catholic church to repent?
Do we expect the Baptist church to repent? or ex-
pect the Methodjst church to repent? Do we ex-
pect the Presbyterian church to repent? Do we
expect the Episcopal church to repent?—or any
other sect to repent? We do not, no matter how
severe the plagues sent upon them. Why? Here

is the reason: “And the rest of mankind, who
were not killed with thése plagues, repented not
of the works of their hands, that they should not
worship demons, and the idols of gold, and of
silver, and of -brass, and of stone, and of wood;
which can neither see, nor hear mnor walk; and
they repented not of their murders, nor of their
sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their
thefts.”  (Rev. 9:20, 21.) That shows the power
of false doctrine: their love of it prevents repent-
ance even under terrible plagues. We may ex-
pect, therefore, that all sects, Catholic and Pro-
testant, will not only remain till the hour of their
deom, but that they will grow worse until the end:
“Evil men and imposters shall wax. worse and
wcirso)e, deceiving. and being deceived.” (2 Tim.
3:13.

‘While the Government is appealing for “every
dollar” we can spare for Defense Bonds and
Btamps, the radio and press ads are screaming
into our ears that we should “buy a bottle of”

. the liquor recommended, not only for ourselves,

but with which to “entertain” our friends! The
breweries " are vying with Uncle Sam for the
money in our pockets, and they are getting mil-
lions of dollars, for which they give nothing in
exchange but debauchery and shame: But they
are allowed to crush the nation, financially and
morally, while it fights to crish dangerous foes
from without. Then, as though to “rub it in,”
thay follow their wicked appeal to buy their de-
bauching product, with the cry—“Be sure also to
buy Defense Bonds and Stamps!” Thay come
firsé; and Uncle Sam last! Biit America. voted: to
have it that “way, and apparently, America is
happy with the deal. But stop that song—“You'-
re a Sap, Mr. Jap,” at least till some of the “Sap”
can be drawn from Americans for inviting Liquer
back into our streets and homes! Is it any wonder
that America is humiliated by Mr. Jap? Liquor
will humiliate any nation and finally destroy it;

While jiquor is rapidly undermining the morals
of America, religious error is rapidly driving God
from our midst; and the two are handing us over
to our enemies at least temporarily. The per-
manence of our humiliation will depend upon our
reaction to our chastisement. As a nation, we will
not profit by any punishment sent; but perhaps
enough Individuals will profit by it, to stave off
complete destruction—at least for a while.

But remember, old Nineveh was threatened
with.a complete overthrow in “yet forty days”
(Jonah 3:4); but because it repented (verse 10;
Matt. 12:41), God preserved it. Later, however,
Nineveh lapsed into sin, and for this it was mer.
cilessly destroyed forever. - (See Nahum 3:7 ;
Zeph. 2:13.) The “World War No. 1” may have
been “Nineveh’s” try-out; and this may be the
finish. Let us not be too sure.

The Roman armies laid seige to Jerusalem in
A. D. 67—three years before its destruction.
But without any apparent reason, Cestius Gallus
ordered his .troops to abandon the siege.” This
gave Jerusalem her.last opportunity to show re- =
pentance; but (save for the Christians in the
city, who, remembering Christ’s warning— Matt.

Lone”

" went down forever.
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into parts (volumes), when Chrigt gave
Ecl}ll‘ggﬁg flor; gt‘.? If ncgt, how g,nd Wl_len was it divid-
ed? 8. How and when is it divided, where you
meet for worship? 9. If the cup and the blogd ax:g
the same, what was the container? 10. 1?,}111. 4;:
says, “My God shall supply all your needs”. Ques- -

i i i should need.
Tt is not impossible for that very thing to hap- tion: Did He.doﬂlt? ) iftlice)h%ndl ]YeHow bl e
to the Democracies of the world .today. At cups, where did He gxwlr ! tha;c e it
pent this is‘no time for Americans to be drinking, those chgldren a.ll d.I'lIlF oth D o
. lhﬁmting and gloating in sectarian divi- out putting their lips to ! e é:éuac, mless they Sipe
d_ancmgl’\ns,r is it a’tjme for brethren to fill our pul- ped it through a quill, or ath rr? B ety ¢
i d papers with inconsequential chatter, as vessels then'.mother gave1 d(?i (Rev "{ha‘; 82
p}11ts aﬁ tlll)eg‘Romans” were not pounding at our 12. Please, give namgd aglhc E:IK inresJames al one
. c%ug Nor is it a time to fill our journals with cup preacher who sai 13e = gcfm S S e
B e dos of a personal nature, reflecting upon contained 20,000 lies. . Zmbl n give me
innuen 3 me of brethren who may differ from chapter and verse, where an ’ass y S
“c‘}clflrgg(i)ewlsl’a" on subjects open to question. Nor i(si pluralitg o'{ 4cu%ass 1{1 gé?ig‘t(ﬁg 1s fou%gzr% Nt
i i i « " and “classes” and S0 now! . ) ] )
}‘go?;gni)ergghglelrllb}’)legggﬁ c(élxlllzlsuc: I;g e(cllfivalent to (drinking vessel) in the Suppel? Give chapter

1 .
“fiddling while Rome burns.” ] and verse, please
This is a time for grave readj rstment 11;:(;11 Izgff}é; OUR——HELPERS
: a time for deep repentance; a tl & o
z?{)gvsﬁl: isrzagiln i?aabylon to “come out of her.” (Rgv. Below are the number of ngbs, (11 efﬁévﬁgxseys 1(1)?
18:4, 5.) It is a time for men to cease insultgjlg fromhF]ebruar%l 2082?1101\/[1:?;};1 Aigept e names of
rist imi to be Christians and at e our helpers who 1 1 . oul !
glrfllesiigx); g.lczﬁrrfgv?%edgoing themselves as Baptists, cere-thanks for yomh V%%;ii%n?%gsl ﬁé%l’ghi;l
e, D eations a lln)r%nc_ls.dof h?slp‘;sn g \L%fsilfoy(l;?ego’g c%ntinue this interest in the
ians. Until such provocations are laid aside, wvisits. D t co
Zer‘g:;ilgtsif she survives this war a‘:l .all,‘ will face onlgrg&prir;l oii"nltiTI gg'lc(ilr{gton, W. Va—17; L. N.
another—and st amtfl—ef’sé}égge(f—l\?isﬁdicator) Byford—15; Burley F. Black—9; Homer L. King

. . ick—3:
—5; R. L. Baker—4; Mrs. M. F. Warwic N
Cl:yton Fancher—3; J. T. Broseh—2; Ca_trI%s. %
Smith—2: Fred Kirbo—2; L. H. Stafford—2; T.
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. 15-23—fled during this interval) she refused;
zﬁd thinking she had over-awed the Romans,
when, to her surprise, they returned to the seige,
she met them with a,“We-Did-It-Befoge,-a}nd-We-
Will-Do-It-Again” confidénce. But this time she

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS
by E. O. Evitt

1 read a little 36 page tract on_the : 0. Mrs. A. B. Coble—1; Paul Ni-
cu;I)Isl I(Eggfc?;)riranl(‘i I sent the following questions iﬂ;ﬁjl .T%‘k;?rH‘ s A isono1; M.
to the writer, but I failed to get an answer. Hence, o EngleL—l; Grover White—1 Mrs. Gef)]ﬁe BI(G g:
I wrote him to ﬁI}lld out tWhy he did not answer, man—1; L'II' Jooéeysijlfeb?' ({ %Vlg_ﬁlu’fst gSier_

i wrote: ieke—1: 3. S. ~ 1. C.B. 1

angS}:)f;Z ‘;ismvghaago aebrother gave me a letter from Xa‘ (}DIlgﬁxsnce Kessinger—2; Total 83.
someone, in which were a number of questions ’
about the cup. It was easy to see that the person
paid no attention whatever to pages 4-12 of the

i A the cup is, and since the urpose
;I;ai'(;ténwél;icél 1?(1: Oa?}c(t‘gﬁ?:n to thgt 1 was sure that song book; 192 pages, about 95 new songs,

rice: 35c per copy;
he wouldn’t pay attention to anything else that I standard scang:na.n%'?hgsmgz.r ?25351 ;ce$ 13‘5% I e copys
might write, therefore I threw the letter away. $3.756 per do s $7. :

100; prepaid. )
Perhaps, it was your letter. Please, read the pam- $2§iggvli35§1 o BEPAS. ame of a good book of

: fo ially for pro-
hlet.  If pages 4-12 do not c?nvmce you as R sones and hymns, especially sro-
gvhat the Lord’s cup is, I don’t care to go any Pc?z(:cie?i meetings 8r szu con%féagggns' Price-
farther with it.” © oooy: §2.00 per dozen; :
“nd, T have heard no move. But here are the 2051 OP V3 200 Ui Paths Advocate, Rte. 2,
' : : issouri.
qule.smgilcsl Christ use a container for the ?frult %f Lebanon, Mis
the vine, when He instituted the Supper? 2. Is WELCH.COBBS
On February 19, 1942, at my home, I solemn-

God the author of one cup (drinking vessel) in
er? ized the ceremony, which united in matrimony

SONG BOOKS
“Songs Of Zion” is our new 1942 all-purpose

the Supper? Give Scripture, please. 3. Is God

individual cups in the Supp . ony
%freaélgx}}igiu?g. nélc.hviksu therepis confusion in the Bro. Alfred Welch, son of Bro. Welch, Belton

hurch over the number of cups, is He the author Texas, and Sist‘e_r L:ﬁl_ﬁie V‘(;ok&ls, daughter of Bro.
gf’uggnfusion? 5.  How can one have f’litetli?; J. \:Ex‘f'eci?/?;)hs’fgfltﬁlfm alx;ery'lo;fg and happy Chris-

ink 1 ati i ou claim  WiS > ¢ g -
(\irzlsr;lzl lvréaz gggiggzg)“,?eSSGéD(i: (;reogr Bible really tian life in the service of the Lord. May this un

- say, “This cup is my blood”? If so it is different
©from mine. But, if it doesn’t say th'at, you ShOl:ﬂd
" heed Rev. 22:17. 7. Was the fruit of the vine

vi +d, in His vineyard.
service of the Lor ey Welch.

F. Thomasson—2; C. F. Reese—1; L. L. McGill— -

ion be fruitful and prosperous in the glory and:
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d Paths Advocate CARNAL WARFARE AND THE CHRISTIAN
c113y Pa_nél do. Nichols
et o 15 S recorded lette¥ to the Chrisiians
office at Lebanii‘f“mé?.fﬁ,{,“iﬁ,‘g;,l‘i;?g c2t4;f19§:,r:; the post- ﬂec&gﬁiﬁ};}l& ﬁ%oesst}lle Pauldteaches, “For though
= ! . i , we do not war aft
HOMER L EDITORS g:Sh | (For the weapons of our warfare ailt; ‘151}(1)%
HOMER A. gg{f; Lebanon, Mo ‘dolvx?: ’ofb usttrclf'xlllghlﬁyldt hliou(% o fo the pulling
- ebanon, Mo. . ) olds; asting down i .
tions, and ever s b g imagina~
: PUBLISHER > very high thing that i
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to please God we will have to fight a spiritual war~ -
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of fite on his head. - Be not overcome of evil, but
overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12.19-21). Are
we heeding what is taught in these passages of
scripture, or are we doing what our friends want
us to do in place of these commands?

~As Christians, we cannot afford to shirk our
duty, either to God or to man. If the government
calls for our aid we should be willing to assist in
anything that we can except what is contradict-
ory to the will of God. We could be in the non-
combative service, we could help to build roads,
or we could serve in other parts of the service that
do not require us to carry some kind of weapon.

We cannot refuse to help our government, but we
riust submit ourselves to the ones who have rule
over ‘us; obey their laws so long as they do not
conflict with the laws of God. “Not with eye-
service as men-pleasers; but as the servants of
Christ doing the will of God from the heart.”

“We ought to obey God rather than

men.”

If we are ever to sweep through the gates of im-
mortal splendor to rest in those mansions above,
we shall have to live after the Spirit. In Gal. 5:
22-23, the writer enumerates what the fruit of the
Spirit is. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, pum,
meekness, temperance: against such there is no
law.” Can we conscientiously say we bear the

fruit of the Spirit in our lives if we are bearing
truthfully busy. We are

carnal weapons? Can a person say

that he loves his fellow-man when he takes up a
through his heart? Is it Sister McGill is teaching school.
possible for a person to truthfully say that he has
any of the foregoing virtues if he kills his brother
jn Adam and in Christ? “Be not deceived ; God is
not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his fiesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life

gun and sends a bullet

everlasting” (Gal. 6:7-8). Thus, we see that

behooves us to sow to the Spirit and not to the
flesh. Let us, as Christians, take up our cross and
follow -after Christ, donning the whole armour o
God, so that when it comes our time to lay down a
our lives and quit the walk of man, we can say as

the Apostle Paul said, «{ have fought a good fight,
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown o
righteousness which the Lord, the righteous

judge, shall give at that day.”

PASSED ON
Elliott.—Mildred Dora Elliott,

ther and Sister Clark Elliott, of Cassyille, Mo.,
was born Feb. 8, 1918; departed this life March

12, 1942, being a little over 24 years of age.

Qister Mildred was ill
bore her suffering patient
pel at the age of 14..

for some time, but she - .
ly. She obeyed the gos- Sam Smith,

tomb to the resurrection day. ‘“Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord.” Funeral services were

conducted by the writer.
—Clovis T. Cook.

TAKE ADVANTAGE .
Take advantage of the special price of the OPA
to new subscribers of 50c per year. Send us a
good list of new readers. —Publishers.

R. L. Baker, Rte. 3, Cameron, Texas, March 16.
—We have a place t6 meet at Marlow, and we
have been meeting for worship about 20 years.
We have not had a meeting the last year, but we
hope to have one this year. We need some sam-
ple copies of the OPA to hand out here,

L. L. McGill, Orley, Sask., Canada, Feb. 19—
Please, note my change of address, from Waum-
Manitoba, Canada, to the above. Iam work-
ing now as a book-keeper, time-keeper, postal
clerk and store-keeper in a mnorthern logging
camp. It is a full-time job and keeps me very
almost as far north as there are
inhabitants in this particular part of the country.

L. O. Jones, Rte. D., Yellville, Ark,, March 2.—
1 have recently moved here from Alta Vista, Kan-
sas. We are meeting with the congregation lo-
cated four miles north of Flippin, Arkansas, be-
ing six miles from where we live. While the
church is small in number, yet they are large in
loyalty and faithfulness. Please, send the OPA
to our new address.

C. H. Lee, Lebanon, Missouri, March 20.—The
first Lord’s day inst. I was with the faithful few
t Richland. Although few in number they are
zealous of good works. The Lord willing, I am
to be with the church in Lebanon over the fourth
Sunday inst. Brethren, let us take the offensive”

f and press the battle in Jesus’ name.

Clovis T. Cook, Lebanon, Missouri, March 20.—
The fourth Sunday in February, I was with the
church in Lebanon; the first Sunday inst., with
the brethren at the Ellis School house. The bre-

daughter of Bro- thren there continue for the “Old Paths.” By

the time this reaches the readers I should be en-

ber of meetings.

March 18.—We continue to work. for the Lord
here, and the conditions seem some better. We

She leaves to mourn her passing, her parents, : ) €
and a host of other hope that the cause will continue to grow in grace

four brothers, four sisters,
relatives and friends.

and in the knowledge of the Lord. T have mot

as yet been called into service of the army, but I

Our sympathy goes out to her parents and all ) 3 )
her other relatives in their sad hour of bereave- may be called to some branch at anytime, it

ment. But, may we look

beyond the cold, dark seems.

route to California, where I am to assist in a num-

Rte. 1, Box 103, Wesson, Miss.,
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Fred Kirbo, Rte. 1, Davis, Oklahoma, March 16.

—I have been preaching at several places around
home, and I recently baptized a young man at
Washington, Okla. I wish to express my sincere
appreciation to-all the brethren, who sent us mon-
ey to help us get our car repaired. The liberal
contributions make us realize how much we are
" obligated to the Church of Christ. Pray for us.

B. F. Leonard, 1714 Jackson Ave., Huntington,
W. Va., March 2—We are having good meetings
on Lord’s days by the brethren. We are looking
forward to a series of meetings here, beginning
the first Lord’s day in May and continuing at least
two weeks. ' Brother Homer L. King is to do the
preaching. We trust that we shall have a won-
derful meeting, with many souls added to the
Lord. All in this part are invited to attend.

W. H. Jones, Alta Vista, Kans., March 9.—The
small congregation here still meets for worship,
and we hope that we can have a meeting soon. We
are interested in the mission work as mentioned
by Brother King in the March issue of the OPA.
I believe the Lord’s money should be used to
spread the gospel, instead of leaving it in a bank.
We are a long way from other loyal congregations,
but pray for us that we may ever be faithful.

Clayton Fancher, 1804 N. 5th St., Wichita Falls,
Texas, March 12.—The church here is now doing
fine, but we do not have a building yet. I think
we shall soon start building. All seem to be hold-
ing out faithful. We have received a contribution
from Brother Zeph Fancher of $20.00 to help get
a house. We baptized a young man the “same
hour of the night,” recently.

8. E. Weldon, Rte. 2 Box 536, Beaumont, Texas,
March 11.—I am improving some in health. If
I am able, I plan to do some house to house work
in this place. There is no loyal church here. I
will need some sample copies of the OPA. If
there should be any loyal members here or near

here, be sure to look me up. This would be a fine |

place for a young preacher to locate, if he is will-
ing to make a sacrifice. If interested, write me.

Roy Bill Modgling, 37th Air Bdse Squadron,
Barracks 26, New Orleans, La., March 4.—At pre-
sent I am fortunate to have landed a pretty good
job in the recuiting office. This makes me ap-
preciate more than ever many things in life, es-
pecially the glorious privilege of going to church
services at will. ' No one here seems to have much
understanding of anything Christian. I would ap-
preciate a letter now and then from my friends.

J. T. Broseh, Dublin, Texas, Rte. 2, Feb, 21.—
I preach each first Sunday at Ramsey. I hope
this summer to be able to give more time to
spreading the gospel. We have a few faithful
brethren meeting here in Dublin, Brother Thomp-
son’s home, but we plan to buy a house for meet-
ing soon. We invite all brethren passing this way
to stop and worship with us.  Does anyone know
of a loyal church in East Texas, mear Nocogdo-
ches? If so, write me.

Clarence Kes:'sin‘ger, Spring Hill, W. Va., March

16.—We are still working for the Lord and meet-

ing for worship as the Bible dirécts af Stop 12 and.
at Mallory Chapel. We pray that the good ‘work
may continue. I preached last Lord’s day (March
15), with one baptized. We invite all faithful bre-
thren to visit us any time. Our prayers are for
the preaching brethren everywhere and for all
the faithful. “Grace be with all that love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity” (Eph. 6:24).

Joe H. Howard, Dora, Missouri, March 15-—I
have been very busy recently, moving from Lone
Rock, Ark., back to the ahove place. Correspond-
ents will please make a note of the change of ad-
dress. The past few Lord’s days I have been
working with the home -church -at the Odom
School house. The church here seems to be doing
very well. I was sorry to learn of Brother Elliot’s
sickness in his family, and I have asked the
church here to help him in his distress, and I
hope others will.

T. F. Thomasson, Trechado, New Mex., March
20.—The church at this place is still carrying on
in the Bible way. Wife and I are away at present,
visiting our son and family at Socoro, N. M. We
worshiped in their home last Lord’s day. We plan
to visit our daughter at Arrey, N. M., the next
two weeks, then back to the little church at Tre-
chado. I plan to hold some meetings this summer.
One at McDonald, N. M., where there is a small
group of worshipers. I have labored much there
8 or 10 years ago.

Homer L. King, Lebanon, Missouri, March 23.
—I was with the faithful brethren at Drury the
first Saturday night and Sunday, inst.; three ser- -
mons, with a basket lunch at the noon hour; then
to. Vanzant for Sunday night. I enjoyed the visit
with all. The third Lord’s day, inst., T was with
the faithful at Clio, near Crane, Mo. Had fair
crowds in ‘spite of sickness. Last Lord’s day, I
was with the home church, Lees Summit. I am
to begin a series of meeting at Vanzant the first
Lord’s day in April. The first Lord’s day in May,
I am to begin at Huntingdon, W. Va., to continue
at least two weeks.. May visit others along the
way. Pray for me and mine.

Paul 0. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood,
Calif., March 12.—Recently T made a trip into the
northern part of the state, where I preached to
several congregations. I preached one time at
Rio Linda, three nights at Crockett, two nights at
Stockton, one night at Lodi, and three services at
Poplar. There was one young. man restored at
the place. I enjoyed the association I had with
Bro. Waters and his wife, and Bro. Ralph Mustard
and his wife. Since my last report to the paper,
I baptized one at my home congregation where I
preached last night. While I was at Stockton,
Bro. Ralph and I both preached the truth to a con..
gregation of colored Pentecostals. May the good
Lord help us to let our light shine brightly in
this world that is so filled with ignorance and
darkness. ,
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Christ.” —M. J. Buftington, Texas. i
“T have been so busy this month, that I have

failed to get any subs. I am sorry, but I shall try

to do better next time.” —Barney Welch, W. Va

“I have received five copies of the OPA, and I

sinner could read it. It will help us all. I am:
sending a sub., and will try to send others later.
I hand my OPA to others to read. I give ‘my
children a Bible lesson each night. My prayers
are that they will grow in interest and knowledge
of Christ, and I am studying every day.” =
—NMrs. Nova Hicks, Oklahoma.’

The OPA has become quite a newspaper,:as to
the doings of the church all over the country. 1
hope we will soon be joining these reports. Here
are nine subs. for the paper.” L

) —Burley F. Black, Iowa..:

“I am sending two Nsubs., 'for the OPA. OUr
prayers are for the preaching brethren.and for
all the faithful.” —Clarence Kessinger, W. Va. ..

“Here are two new subs. and our renewal, and
a small donation. We meet for worship in our
home. I hope you are well and carrying on the’
work.” —Mrs. M. F. Warwick, Texas.

“I am sending two subs. for the OPA. I want.
to see you soon. Where can we meet? It is time
we were running into each other.”—Fred Kirbo,
Oklahoma. =

“The'l'OPA is the ohly loyal paper I know now.
is a spirit of compromise. Here are
two subs.” —Carlos B. Smith, Miss. '

" THE OLD PATHS ADVOCATE

in the wilderﬁegs here, but pray for us that we
may remain faithful.”—W. H. Jones, Kans.

" “Brethren, accept my thanks. for past favors.

I need some sample copies of the OPA to hand out

‘here.” —S. E. Weldon, Texas.

like it so much that I wish every Christian and = -

“Brother King: We are sending ten new ‘sub-

“scriptions and five renewals. We are paying for

these, but several others have promised to renew.
We hope to send other names soon.”
‘ —1L. N. Byford, Texas.

“I am enclosing two new subs. to the OPA. 1
pray God’s blessings on you and your efforts in

. the work. of the Lord.”—T. F. Thomasson, New
Mex.

'}‘I think you gave us the best paper in March
of any yet.”—Sam Smith, Miss.

““Here is my renewal. I have been reading the

. OPA for about 4 years, and I still enjoy it very
“much.” —C. B. Hufstedler, Ark.

“I am sending my renewal. I hope it won’t
miss the April issue.” —J. S. Shelley, Texas.

“The OPA is a good little paper, and it should

. be in every home.” —Mrs. Albert Agee, Mo.

" “Enclosed you will find four subscriptions to
the OPA, and I shall renew mine soon. Send me
samples to hand out.”—R. L. Baker, Texas.

“Encl(-)sed you will find money for 17 subsecrip-
tions to the OPA, from the brethren here. We

“hope you are enjoying the best of health.”

—B. F. Leonard, West Va.

. “Here is the money foi' our renewal to the OPA. - .-

We certainly do enjoy the paper so very much in
these trying times.” —Mrs. George Bowman,
California. .

_ “T am enclosing the money for rhy. renewal to. .

the OPA, as I want to continue receiving .it.”
Delmar Wilson, Indiana.

“I am enclosing my renewal to the OPA. I
don’t know just when my time expires, but I don’t
want to miss an issue.” —W. H. Gill, Texas.

“I am enclosing the money for my renewal. »
Thanks for sending on the paper. We usually look

forward to receiving the OPA.” —L. L. McGill, %

Canada. _ .

“T am enclosing two renewals to the OPA.
. Thanks for continuing to send me the paper, for
I really look forward to receiving it each month.
I think we should stand firm for the truth in these
trying times. I hope that you may continue to
“-carry, en the good work you are doing.”—J. T. ..
Broseh, Texas.

“I enjoyed very much the articles in the OPA
this month on ‘Systematic Mission Work’ and

z

.‘Now and Then.’ ‘We are almost like one erying i~

“A JOURNEY”

The Christian life is uphill all the way
And there are trials as we climb. )
The journey will take all of lifes day
To reach that land sublime.

There are other wayfarers on this road,
And many more have gone before.

By faith we seek that blessed abode,
Where our journey will be o’er.

—Mrs. L. N. Byford.

A PRAYER

Give me strength dear Lord, to face each tria],’l
Give me vision to see my way clearer,

. Give me wisdom to know thy way.

- As I journey from day to day.

Give me love that knows no hatred,
. Give me patterns that will endure.
Give me a willing mind to serve. thee,
And let me ever feel thy pr'esence near.

. —M}s L. N Byford.

Ye num'rous sects
which all declare

#Lo Christ is here.
Lo Christ is there.”

Your stronger proofs
divinely give

And show me where
the Christians live.

{“Where is Thy Church,
0O, Savior, where?”
I heard the ery,
and then I heard:
“Here is My Church
where men still dare
i|To take Me at My word.

to Dwell in.” (Isa. 58:12).

“Thus saith the Lord, ‘Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the Old Paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, |§
and ve shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) “And they that be of Thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt
raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer of Paths ||
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BEGOTYEN OR BORN, WHICH?
QUESTIONS
By H. C. Harper

Brother Harper, — In First John 3:9 is it born,
or begotten?—A. N.

Ans.—The accurate translation is hegotien.
See American Standard version, Bible Union, Liv-
ing Oracles, Anderson, Berry, Emphatic Diaglott,
Coneordant, and other versions of equal merit.
John is here comibatting the Epicurian heresy
that those convérted to the Christian faith were
allowed to live an unchanged life right on. The
verb poieoo, do, here has the meaning “to do, i. e,
habitually,” as Berry points out; and he trans-
lates literally: “Everyone who has been begotten
of God practices not sin.” These heretics would

- keep right on in their sinful course, and yet con-

tend that they did not sin; hence John again says,
“If we say that we have not sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us.” That is, such
a contention is heresy. And he sets forth the
“¢ruth,” saying, “if we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us the sins, and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:
9), showing that they must quit their wrong
course of life, and get right by applying the rem-
edy, if they would be in the “truth.” Hence he
goes on to plead with them, saying, “My little
children, these things I write unto you, that you
may not sin (that is, God gives no permission to
do so; and to do so they thereby come under con-
demnation-H), and if anyone should sin, we have
a Paraclete (Intercessor, Advocate, Helper, a_G}o-
between) with the Father; and he is the propitia-
tion (mercy-pleader) for our sins, and not for
ours only, but for the sins of the whole world,”
I1Jdn. 2:1. See also Heb. 4:16.

Begotten is the term when the generatin_g‘ agen-
¢y is under consideration; as, God, the Spirit, the
word of truth, the gospel. See John 1:13; I John
3:9; John 8:6; Jas. 1:18; 1 Cor. 4:15. Jesus
makes it plain that the generation, or begettal,
of the new birth is effected by the inspired word,
or the word of the Spirit, in the parable of ths
sower. He says, “The seed is the w01_'d pf God.
(Lk. 8:11). Jesus, in giving the commission, said,
“Preach the gospel to all creation. He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved.” He is
then a child of God. He has had the new birth.
How so? Well, “faith comes by hearing; and
‘hearing by the word of God.” (Rom. 10:17).
Here is the begotten child: “begat he us by the
word of truth” (Jas. 1:18), “begotten by the gos-
pel” -(I.Cor. 4:15), “not of corruptible seed, but

of incorruptible, by the word of God” (I Pet. 1:
3), “begotten of the Spirit,” John 3:5. Then
“repentance” (Acts 2:88) and “confession” (Acts
8:37) follow in embryotic development, and “bap-
tism” makes the “birth”. ‘“They went down into
the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he
baptized him.” He is now “born of water and
the Spirit” (John 3:5), and is in the “kingdom”
{Col. 1:13; John 3:5), and now has ‘“the forgive-
ness of sins” (Col. 1:18) is “saved” (Mk. 16:16),
has “the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38), has “put
on Christ,” Gal. 3:27. In otherwords, clothed as
2 “new born babe,”” I Pet. 2:2. And “as new-
born babes,” they are now to take ‘““the sincere
(enadulterated) milk of the word,” I Pet. 2:2.

THE WIDOW’S “MIGHT”
(Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4).
By Lawrence Leslie MeGill

“Jesus sat down cver against the treasury, and
beheld how the multitude cast money into the
{reasury: and many that were rich cast in much.
And there came ONE poor widow, and she cast in
two mites, which make a farthing (one half cent).
And He called unto Him His disciples and said
unto them, Verily I say unto you, This poor widow
cast in more than all they that were casting into
the treasury: for they all did cast in of their su-
perfluity; but she of HER WANT did cast in all
that she had, even all her living,” (Mark 12:41-
44).

What a comfort to the poverty stricken giver
are the words of Jesus above! In God’s way of
reckoning, the value of the gift lies not in the
quantity, but in the proportion. She who gave
ALL, though it were but half a cent, gave more
than all -the rest, simply because they were not
giving ALL. He who is worth ten thousand and
gives all, may have given as much as the poor
widow-—no more—no less. Man may say he who
gave the ten thousand gave more, but not so with
GOD.” Man looketh on the outward appearance,
but GOD looketh on the heart” (I Sam. 16:7), .
and takes into consideration the circumstances.
Man may make a great.outward show of service
to God, but it is he who gives or serves from the
heart, who has the great reward.

Concerning these last days when lust, avarice
and greed are so dominant, The Holy Spirit said,.
“Come now, ye rich, weep and howl for your mis-
eries that are coming upon you. Your gold and
your silver are rusted; and their rust shall be for
a testimony against you, and shall eat your flesh
as fire. Ye have LAID UP your TREASURE in
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the last days. Behold, the hire of the laborers
who mowed your fields, which is of you kept back
by FRAUD, crieth out: and the cries of them that
reaped have entered into the ears of the LORD of
Sabaoth (armies). Ye have lived delicately on
the earth, and taken your pieasure; ye have nour-
ished YOUR hearts in a day of slaughter (WAK).
Ye have condemned; ye have killed the righ.ecus
one; he doth not resist you” (James 5:1-6).

The Lord’s day of vengeance is at hand. Now
are the rich beginning to pay as mnever before.
“Better it is to be of a lowty spirit with the peor,
than to divide the spoil with the proud” (¥rov.
16:19). “Better is the little that the riguteous
hath, Then the abundance of many wicked”
(Psalms 37:16).

With the money question many will say, “This
is a hard saying who can hear it.” Nevertheless,
let us know that “all things are possible with
God” (Luke 18:27). Jesus said, “How hardly
shall they that have riches enter into the king-
dom of God” (Luke 18:24).

"To the rich man in Hades Abraham said, ‘“Son,
remember that thou in thy lifetime received thy
good things; AND Lazarus in like manner evil
things; BUT NOW HERE he is comforted, and
thou art in anguish,” (Luke 16:25). It was too
late for him to desire the salvation of his brethren
or to do good to Lazarus. There is no change af-
ter death. All he could do was suffer and RE-
MEMBER his good times on earth. Think of it!

Even so in our poverty let us remember that
the widow’s “MIGHT” lay not in the size of her
gift, for she gave more than all the rest, because
she gave ALL. GOD will surely reward us when
we give our ownselves and all that we have.

KEEPING COVENANT WITH GOD
By E. A. Lowry

(I Cor. 11:1) “Be ye followers of me, even as I
am of Christ.”

To keep covenant with Paul, is to keep covenant
with Christ; to keep covenant with Christ, is to
keep covenant with God, the Father, Paul says in
Gal. 1:11, 12, “But I certify you brethren, that the
gospel which was preached by me is not after
man. For I neither received it of man, neither
was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ.” He says further in 1 Cor. 11:2, “Now I
praise you brethren, that ye remember me in all
things, and keep the ordinances as I delivered
them unto you.” The first ordinance he discusses
in this chapter, is the Lerd’s Supper.

After reproving them for the “make-shift” of
the Lord’s supper they have been using, he gives
them the ordinance of the supper as the Lord gave
it unto him; “How that Christ on the night on
which He was betrayed took bread: And when he
had given thanks He broke it, and said, ‘Take eat;
this is my body which is given you, this do in re-
membrance of me. After the same manner also
he took the cup, when He had supped, saying,
“This cup is the new testament in my blood; this
do as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me,”
(v. 23-25). o

He says also, to eat this bread, and drink this

cup unworthily, is to eat and drink condemnation

to our own soul. Then am I wrong, when I tell
people who drink a substitute, that “They will go
vo hell for it?”

The truth, is the truth, and it will be the truth

in Judgement, as it is in the meeting-house. Now, .

here is where the big majority of the “so-called”
churches of Christ, will be condemned. For near-
ly 19 hundred years the church didn’t find any
microbes on “the cup” but when they .wanted to
“kecp up with the churches around them” they
concluded to risk condemnation rather than “be
a wag a.ong.”

I very well remember, and those who are 50
years old remember that less than 40 years ago,
the preachers began to discuss the idea of “asking
wages for preaching” same as for carpentering
and other secular work. Mind you they discussed
it from a secular standpoint, very little was said
about Paul’s standpoint. Fact is, Paul was treat-
ed by them like he was by the women, when they
began to “bob their hair and hike their dresses”
“;aul was just an old bachelor, and didn’'t know
anything about women.” Well they and Paul for
it; I don’t want to start a racket in the family.
But I well remember what great and glorious
meetings we had, when the EVANGELIST came
to hold our meetings. Every one began in the
spring of the year to prepare for the meeting in
August. The pig, the yearling, the sheep were
consecrated, the “fatlings” were prepared, and,
when the time came, everybody was ready. There
was a “fifty-foot table” spread every day for two
weeks, two sermons each day, and NO NIGHT
SERVICE. The people would sit for ONE and a
half hours and “listen and love it.”

Now, which will you choose, a night and no day
service, or two day and No night service. Which
was and IS nearer the pattern?

But lest we worry you, we will pass to the next
part of our subject. Paul said to Timothy,
“Praach the word’-— Paul also said, “How shall
they preach, except they be sent?” (Rom. 10:15).
We will answer that by saying, as quick, (or
quicker) as you get out of the Bible school, hunt
you a wealthy congregation, and “sit down on
them.” .

But that was not and is not the Lord’s way.
Follow Paul “a foot”? TUMH I might (if I had
to) follow him in MY FORD. No you could not.
You must have at least ten years of preparation,
and consecration, before you could follow him or
Christ either. But readers, please don't forget
the word “SENT.” Christ sent the first preach-
ers out. Listen at Him in John 15:16: “You have
not chosen me, but I have chosen you and ordained
you to go and bring forth fruit, and that your
fruit should remain.” Those disciples were pre-
paring for over two years in a greater school than
was ever heard of in Nashville, or any other town.
Timothy trained from childhood in the scriptures,
was found fit and ordained by the elders at Lystra
to go with Paul and preach the gospel.

There were no doubt a hundred others who
were ordained and sent out to preach the gospel,
in Paul’s time, but that would be too slow for the
“twentieth century” and when those good, con-
secrated elders of my young manhood passed
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away, others were told by the POPES to “just
grow up and take charge.” And they did. And
now look what a MESS they have made. In con-
clusion I will say, I have been fighting errors in
f;hr% l(%l}}t'ch ever since. And, their name is “LE-

WATERS-RHODES DISCUSSION

March 22, I affirmed the following proposition
with Bro. IFrank Rhodes at Marysville, Calif., on
the S. 8. question. “Resolved that the Marysville
church of Christ is unscriptural in classifying peo-
ple into three classes (assemblies) for the teach-
ing of God’s word and in using women to teach
and speak in these classes (assemblies).”

Bro. Rhodes admitted that they had a Sunday
School ‘and that in a sense it was organized. He
also admitted that the teaching therein was pub-
lic. This was an honest admission on his part
sincq most of his brethren deny that such teach-
ing is public. Bro. Rhodes is a university grad-
uate and conducts himself becomingly in discus-
sion. I sorrow to see such fine young men in er-
ror. The women teachers in the Marysville
church for which he preaches resigned. After
this one night session I preached two nights on
the Communion and the next Sunday they ceased
using their individual cups, began to use only one
cup, and ceased their unscriptural method of
breaking the bread. If this congregation will
give up the classes and the S. S. preachers, they
can unite with the congregation I established
tléere and God will be pleased and the cause bless-
ed. ’

April 12, Bro. Rhodes and I had another one
night session on this question. He affirmed,
“Resolved that a church of Christ is scriptural
in classifying people into two or more classes for
the teaching of God’s word and in the use of wom-
en teachers to teach these classes.” Of course I
denied this. He could not produce an example of
classification in the Bible, authority for classifi-
cation, or a method of classification. When I
pressed him on Matt. 28:19-20, which he said
proved his proposition, and asked him if a woman
could teach under that Commission then why
couldn’t she also baptize believers under it, he
took the position that a woman could baptize
scripturally providing no man would! I was
amazed. May God help us to bring these brethren
from these errors which are dragging them deep-
er dlntc» apostacy. Let us pray and work to that
end.

—Ervin Waters

NOTICE TO PREACHERS

The time is here, when you will be out in the
evangelistic field among the brethren. This is an
opportune time for you to show your appreciation
of the OPA by soliciting subscriptions to the on-
Iy paper of its kind. It has helped you; will you
help it? —Publishers.

STUBBS-FANCHER

On March 22, 1942, I united in matrimony Bro-
ther Charles Stubbs and Sister Connie Fancher,
daughter of Dowe Fancher, Wichita Falls, Texas.

Th e ceremony was performed immediately
atter the Lord’s day worship, in the home of
Brother and Sister W. E. Lyons, where we had
met for worship. Brother Stubbs was recently
baptlzed. He is a fine Christian boy and is taking
aciive part in the services of the church. The
oride, also is a good Christian. We wish for them
a long and happy Christian life.
—CClayton Fancher.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Eliiqtt.—-We wish to acknowledge receipt of the
following donations in response to the appeal in
the OPA for us in our sickness:

H E. Thompson, Los Angeles, Calif., $5.00;
Lees Summit Church of Christ, near Lebanon,
Mo., $10.00; Church at Axtell, Texas, $10.00;
Church at Amarillo, Texas, $5.00; Church at Red
Qak Grove, Summit, Miss., $5.00; Church at Flem-
ington, Pa., $35.00; Church at Odom, Mo., $5.00;
A brother and sister in San Antonio, Texas, $.500;
Total, $80.00.

-May God bless you all is our humble prayer. I
was tied down by the sickness and death of our
glaughter, until I could not get out to work, and
it looked as if we would lose all we had, as we had
mortgaged them for hospital and doctor bills, but
thank God, the brethren came to our rescue.

We want to thank all who assisted in any way
during the sickness and death. We wish to thank
Brother Cook, too, for the noble and comforting
words at the funeral.

—C. H. Elliott, Rte. 2, Cassville, Mo..

) Kirbo.—Here are the donations received by us
in response to the appeal run in the OPA or other-
wise:

From Oklahoma—Sulphur, $13.36; McAlester,
310.00; Ada, $25.00; Oklahoma City, $5.00; Car-
ter, {S35.00; Washington, $5.00; Seminole, $57.00;
Sentinel, $5.00; California—Montebello, $75.00;
El Centro, $30.00; Siskiyou St., $50.00; Poplar,
$6.00; Taft, $10.00; Texas—DBelton, $25.00; Tem-
ple, $5.00; Littlefield, $35.00; Wichita Falls,
$10.00; San Antonio, $10.00; Iowa, Ottumwa,
$10.00; Mississippi — Wesson, $8.00; Pennsyl-
vania— Flemington, $50.00; Missouri— Claxton,
$7.00; And donations from individuals too numer-
ous to mention.

) We sincerely thank all for the liberal contribu-
tions received, which enabled me to repair the car,
that I may use it to keep preaching the Word.
Pray for us.

—Fred Kirbo, Davis, Oklahoma.

SONG BOOKS

“Songs Of Zion” is our new 1942 all-purpose
song bhook; 192 pages, about 95 new songs, 100 old
standard songs and hymns. Price: 35¢ per copy;
$3.75 per dozen; $7.25 per 25; $13.50 per 50;
$26.00 per 100; prepaid.

“Revival Gems” is the name of a good book of
the standard songs and hymns, especially for pro-
tracted meetings or small congregations. Price:
20c per copy; -$2.00 per dozen; prepaid.

Send all orders to Old Paths Advocate, Rte. 2,
Lebanon, Missouri. .
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THE LATTER END WORSE THAN
BEGINNING

oy if after they escaped the pollutions of the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Sa-
vior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled there-
in, and overcome, the latter end is worse with
them than the beginning” (2 Pet. 2:20). I have
just learned through the columns of the Church
Messenger and, also, the Firm Foundation, that
Brethren D. J. Whitten, Deming, New Mexico, and
Murphy D. Phillips, Bogue Chitto, Miss., have
returned to their former position and practice,
concerning the Sunday School, with its classes and
women teachers. [ was not aware of the fact
that Brother Whitten had once been connected
with the practice of the S. S. until I read his own
statement in the above journals. Here is his own
statement:

“Twenty-six years ago, last July, I obeyed the
gospel at Stockdale, Texas, under the preaching
of Brother A. E. Wood, of Sabinal, Texas. The
congregation there used the class system of
teaching. There were about five or six classes, all
being taught at the same time in the same room,
and some of the teachers were women.” The
above statement, among others, appeared in the
April 1 issue-of the Church Messenger, under the
caption, “My Attitude Has Changed.” He further
states that he soon began to oppose this method
of teaching. Among other things he has this to
say about his recent change: .

“aAfter much and careful study, I have come to
the conclusion that we have been wrong in oppos-
ing the class system of teaching, and that we
have been wrong in making the question a test of
fellowship. However, there are a number of
abuses connected with class teaching, as prac-
ticed in some congregations, that I still oppose,
but class teaching itself, I have come to believe,
is one of the most effective ways to teach. I am
sorry that I have encouraged the strife that has
been over this question, and I take this oppor-
tunity to ask the forgiveness of all whom I have
offended, and ask all such to pray for me.” Ie
further states that it was after his written de-
bate with Roy H. Lanier, that he had been wrong
in opposing the class system of teaching.

Not one passage of Scripture did either of these
brethren give to show the rest of us who oppose
the S. S. system of teaching, that such system is

Scriptural.

And, since we are commanded to
“Prove all things and hold fast to that which is
good”; “Proving what is that good, and accepta-
ble, and perfect, will of God,” we must confess
that we are unable to find such proof, hence must
continue to oppose the man-made, unscriptural,
class system of teaching, along with all other
unauthorized practices, which have disturbed the
peace of God’s people. If these brethren could .
give us just one statement from God’s good Book,
authorizing their class system of teaching with
its women teachers it would suffice. There are
still a number who insist on a “Thus saith the
Lord” and they want to “Speak where the Bible
speaks, and be silent where the Bible is silent.”

I believe it was in 1937, in Deming, New Mex-
icc, that I engaged Brother Whitten in an oral de-
bate on the Communion question, as pertains to
the number of cups (drinking vessels) and the
manner of breaking the loaf. I was fully convine-
ed by that experience, that one is very inconsis-
tent, who tries to defend his unscriptural prac-
tice of cups, and yet oppose the S. S. and other
innovations. While I believe these brethren have
gone deeper into innovatijons and have farther de-
parted from the Bible plan, yet they are more con-
sistent than their brethren who oppose the class-
es, but advocate loaves and cups for one assembly.
Brother Whitten has just gone back into the en-
tanglements of his early life, hence the above
Scripture: “The latter end is worse with them
than the beginning.”

We should not be surprised, when brethran de-
part from the faith, for so we have been warnad.
#4150 of your ownselves shall men arise, speaking
perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them. Therefore, watch and remember, that by
the space of three years I ceased mot to warn
everyone night and day with tears” (Acts 20:30,
81). “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in
the latter times some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits and doetrines of
devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their
conscience seared with a hot iron” (1 Tim. 4:1, 2).
These are perilous times, when men and nations
are breaking away from their anchors, and we
must be on our guard, watch and pray!
—Homer L. King.

STUBBORNNESS VS. STEADFASTNESS
By Barney Welch .

In writing this article, I feel that I have not
underestimated the awful condition that exists
in the religious realm. Neither, am I unaware of
the turmoil, agony, bloodshed, that is raging
throughout this world. I realize as never before,
that “it is not in man that walketh to direct his
own steps.” : ‘

The world in an upheaval, with sorrowing in
the hearts of everyone, makes clear to me that
there is a cause for everything. The cause for
this is Nations and Christians have forgotten
God. Let us study the wide difference in the
above two words. They mean entirely different
things, and have altogether different effects on
people. One makes them reasonable, kind, eager
to learn and to do the will of the Father in Heav-
en. The other makes a person unreasonable, self-
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willed, determined to have his own way regard-
less of consequences.

Tirst let 'us define these two words, then go to
the Bible for proof and examples of each. Stub-
born—‘‘one fixed in opinion, unreasonable, hard to
handle.” Steadfast—*‘constant, firm, devoted to
a cause, continuing in, as in the faith.”

We find Pharoah a self-willed stubborn man,
determined to have his own way until things be-
came unbearable. Then when they were eased
or made lighter for him he would again resort to
that stubborn self-willed disposition. His heart
greéw harder as he grew older.

All through the Old Testament we read of stub-
‘born, or “stiff-necked people,” as they were often
gall(?d. And in Acts 7:51 we find the Lord re-
buking ‘ghe people. He called them “stiff-necked
and uncircumcised in heart and ears.” He told
them they were doing as their fathers did. They
hardened their hearts, kept the love of Christ out,
and they closed their ears to His teaching.

How often today we see that spirit manifested.
People form their own opinions, and refuse to be
taught. They close their ears to the scriptures,
regardless of how much proof is against them.
When they are pressed to where they have no
answer, they will say, “I will just quit.”

. Be it remembered that when we leave the Bi-
ble and appeal to opinions, we are at sea without
a compass. Regardiess of what our opinion might
be, the other man’s opinion might be just as good.
Stubbornness will make a person pull back as
long as he can, and then, when he can pull back
no longer, quit.

That is just the opposite to the stedfast person.
He goes forward always. If he stumbles or falls,
he gets up and tries again. He never quits. He
doesn’t want his way, but wants to do things the
Lord’s way. He is stedfast, “always abounding
in the work of the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). To be
steadfast is to obey truth as we learn them. All
Bible truths are not learned at once, just as a
g:hild does not finish school the first year. That
is why we are admonished to study so much. We
must study to learn for ourselves, and to teach
gg};ers also (Heb. 5:12; 1 Thes. 4:11; 2 Tim. 2:

It would be well for us to examine ourselves -

cceasionally to see which class we are in. We
cannot proudly beat our chest and say, “I am
sound and steadfast,” when we refuse to study
the scriptures and refuse to give up our opinions,
when the Bible will not bear them out. There are
those who refuse to give over after they are
_taught because they think it would be humiliat-
ing. and would be admitting they were wrong.
Would it not be better to admit our mistakes here
and make them right than to wait until the Judg-
ment when it will not do any good? The stub-
born, self-willed man is headed for a fall, but the
humble, steadfast man whose desire is to please
God, rather than man, is on his way to a home
eternal in Heaven.

Dear Christian brother and sister, in view of
the gncertainty of life here, and the certainty of
the impending Judgment that awaits all of us,

let us all work together as a united band in the
de§trpction of Satan’s forts, and strongholds;
building great barracks for the Lord. If we do
all that’s in our power to do, we will have done on-
ly our duty (Lk. 17:10).

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT
“May God‘bless the efforts of yourself and
Brother Gay in this most commendable movement
to the end that the cause will be built up and
grea.tly enlarged in that community, that it may
inspire others to a unified effort.. We have the

- truth, and who can be against us? Prayer chang-

es things, so remember us all out here, Brother
Homer, and we will do the same.” —J. H. McKaig
California. ’

_“Ienjoy the OPA very much, and I hope it con-
tinues to do good in leading souls to the Old
Paths.” —T. R. Chappell, Texas.

“nge is my renewal to the OPA. I certainly

do enjoy reading it, and I think it is a fine paper.”
—C. H. Elliott, Missouri. '
_ “I note the encouragement in the OPA, which
is very good. We appreciate the little paper more
than ever, and that is saying a lot. For in its
pages we can read of the progress of the congre-
gations, "»vhich makes us rejoice to see the good
work going on. Too, we can keep in touch with
Gou’g people everywhere, I am glad to see it
growing.”—Mattie Loyd, Calif.

“The April issue of the OPA was fine, and I
hope it keeps getting better. Here is a sub., and
I hope to send others soon.” —A Brother, Miss.

“Here is our renewal for another year. We
don’t want to miss a single issue, and I hope you
get many more subs. My son is an invalid, being
confined to his bed all the time, and he dearly
loves to have the paper read to him. He often
speaks of you and thinks you are the best preach-
er he ever heard. May you live long to preach
the gosypel is our prayer. I wish I svere able to
send the paper to many more.”

) —E. E. Barnes, Texas.

“I enjoy reading the OPA. It is worth what it
costs to read the reports from the fields. This
gives me more courage to do more for the cause
of my Lord.” —Pete Howard, Missouri. .

_ “Here are four subs. for the paper. I am wish-
ing you much success in the work of the Lord.”
—Sam Smith, Miss.

“Here is my renewal to the OPA for another
yvear. I don’t want to miss an issue of it.”

) —~Oscar A. Johnson, Kansas.

“I"ind a check for five dollars, for which send
us as many copies of the OPA each month for a
vear as you can afford. This is for the church
here. We all like the paper.”—W. P. Capps, La.

(Note: This is a good idea. How many more
churches will do likewise? We shall be glad to
make a special price for this work.—Publishers).

“l am always glad to receive the OPA. If you
will send me some sample copies, I shall try to
send some new subs.x’(’—W. D. Ballard, Texas.

“T secured but one sub. this time, but I intend
to try to get more in the future. I certainly do

(Continued on Page 8)
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R. L. Baker, Cameron,. Texas, April 20.—We
have a loyal church at Sandy Grove and a young
church at Gause. Brethren Davis, Mc¢Neil, and
I visit them quite often.

. S. Wilburn, Ripon, Calif., March 20.—We
have just been enjoying some good lessons from
three of our young preachers; Brethren Waters,
Mustard, and Nichols. -They are valiant soldiers
in the spiritual warfare. We pray for them in
their efforts to sow the seed.

G. A. Canfield (colored), Marion, La., April 16.
—1I plan to make a trip into Tennessee, this sum-
mer, if the white brethren will help me financially
tc make it. I want to visit Brother Robertson and
the little church there. I am a poor farmer, but
I will never turn from my loyalty to the Book.

E. L. Allen, Corcoran, Calif., April 10.—We are
thankful that a few here still meet for worship
each Lord’s day, as taught in the Bible. We are
glad to report that Bro. Cage is able to be up af-
ter being confined to his bed with a broken leg.
We were glad to have Bro. and Sis. Garriil attend
services with us. Pray for us.

George Bowman, Pomona, Calif., April 11.—
We attend services out here with the Monrovia
church, about 30 miles from us. They have good
teachers and good teaching. We heard Brother
Chester King once, and we believe he will make a
wenderful preacher if he will just continue in the
right way. Tt looks as if we would move back to
Arkansas soon.

Wesley D. Ballard, Waco, Texas, April 14.—
The congregations at Waco are still enduring.
Much effort is being made by Brethren Byford
and Warick at Axtell. May these churches grow
closer in fellowship. Since my last report I held
a mission meeting and preached for near-by
churches, baptizing five. Pray for me.

Clarence C. Kessinger, Box 42, Spring Hill, W.
Va., April 15.—I have preached a number of times
in the past month, trying to keep on pressing the
battle in Jesus’ name. We do appreciate the work
of Bro. Barney Welch, who has labored much here,
with good results. He is a good Christian boy and
a good singer. We are getting ready for a mission
meeting. Let us not shirk our duty.

Clayton Fancher, 1304 N. 5th St., Wichita Falls,
Texas, April 13.—The church here is getting
along nicely now. We have rented a building, lo-
cated on the corner of Kemp Blvd., and Ave. K.
All preachers and loyal brethren passing this way
will find a hearty welcome. We have ordered
from the OPA new song books, “Songs of Zion,”

and have received them. We like them fine.

Chas. D. Palmer, Kinston, Ala., April 16.—I was
with the Bethel church, the second Sunday inst.
They are getting along nicely. There were three
confessions of faults at the home church (Low-
ery) at the evening service. Sister Ella Ward was
buried today. She was a faithful member of the
Lowery church, and was held in high esteem by
all. Services were conducted by Bro. W. T. Gri-
der.

Fred Kirbo, Davis, Oklahoma, April 9.—I re-
cently preached at Wichita Falls, Texas, to an
over-flowing audience, who met in the home of
Bro. Willie Lyons. The work is progressing fine,
and they plan to build a meeting house soon. I
heard Bro. G. B. Harrell preach two sermons at
Ada recently, and they were good. He is a good
preacher. Call him for your meetings, brethren.
I go to Carter to begin a meeting next Sunday.
Let us all pull together. ’

Joz Howard, Dora, Missouri, April 18 —I was
with Brother King in his meeting at the TField
Stone church, near Vanzant, Mo., on the second
Sunday, inst. He preached at the morning ser-

vice and I in the afternoon. Six confessed their °

faults that day and four were baptized. 1 am now
in the OPA office, intending to preach at Lees
Summitt Saturday night and over Sunday. This
is my first time to visit in the home of Brother
and Sister King, and I enjoy very much their as-
sociation. I go next to Kansas for a series of
meetings. May we fight the good fight of faith.

Pete Howard, Dora, Mo., April 12.—I preached
at Drury the 5th Sunday in March, and they have
invited me to return for another visit over the
fourth Sunday in this month. I enjoy being with
brethren who want the truth. I was with the
Field Stone church, near Vanzant the first Sun-
day, and heard Brother King preach. We are
still striving to do the Lord’s will at my home
church. Brethren, let us strive harder than ever
before to do more for our Lord in His own ap-
pointed way. Pray for me in the work.

Tom E. Smith, Healdton, Okla., April 12.—I was
with the church in Oklahoma City, over Lord’s
day, March 8, and preached to a nice audience. I
was on my way home from Tulsa, where I had
been for the Texas Co. I was at Equal Rights to-
day, and we had a good service. Brother Fred
¥irbo .preached at Healdton, March 29, at the
evening service. We were glad to have him with
us. Bro. G. B. Harrell was with us last Friday
night, en route to Dougherty.

Mattie M. Loyd, Pomona, Calif., April 14—We
are still “keeping house for the Lord” in Monro-
“via, corner of Shamrock and Colorado Streets.
Brethren passing this way will always find a wel-
come to worship with us. We have had some very
excellent teaching this spring, by Brethren C. A.
Trevillion, Chetser King, Paul Nichols, and Ralph
Mustard. My prayer.is for brethren to put forth
every effort in this perverse world to lead souls to
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Christ. Let us stand together and fight ear
for the true faith. ght earnestly

Bgrney Welch, Box 42, Spring Hill, W. Va.
April 17.—Since my last report, I have beer{
preaching at Spring Hill and Mallory Chapel, with
three confessions. I have visited a number of di-
gressive brgthren nearby, in an effort to get them
10 unite with us upon the Bible method of wor-
ship. We plan to begin 2 mission meeting soon.
We are conducting four services each week, with
good interest. In this way we are developing the
ialent of the young. We are looking forward to
Brother King’s arrival in this state early in May.

Clyde Penner, Vanzant, Missouri, April 17.—
Brother Homer L. King closed a series of meet-
ings here the 12th inst.; continuing over two
Lord’s days. We had some very fine teaching,
which left the congregation strengthened, which
was much_ needed and appreciated. The results
were gratifying, as four were baptized and seven
co'nfessed their faults. Bro. Pete Howard was
with us the first Sunday of the meeting, and Bro-
tlper Joe Howard the second Sunday. Both as-
sisted with the teaching, which was much appre-
mga.ted. We had all-day services both Sundays,
with lanch at the noon hour. Brethren, let us
press onward as never before. May the Lord bless
every worthy effort in His church.

E. J. Smith, Sr., Rte. 2, Box 108, Iowa Park,
Texas, April 14.—After several years of handi-
cap, I am now ready to get back into the gospel
field to sow the seed of the kingdom. Hence, I am
now ready to book meetings throughout the year.
For a numper of years I have been almost out of
the preaching field. Yet, I believe that I am now
better qualiﬁed for teaching the truth than in the
pasjc, since I have done some studying of the
Scriptures, which will enable me to meet the ene-
my wherever he may choose to attack. Should
any of my readers need my services, they may
write me as above. .

T. R. Chappell, Eola, Texas, March 24.—It has
been some time since my last report, but I have
begn very busy in my work. The chureh here is
doing fine. The two divided portions of the church
Pave been reunited into one body of worshipers.
We still hold to and continue to worship as in the
past, wh.lch was agreed to by all as being scrip-
tural, being accepted by all in order that all might
meet together. We gave up our house and moved
back to the old place of worship. There seems to
be a determination on the part of all to see that
the old wound is properly healed. I would to God
that the congregations everywhere would dismiss
ha}tred and come with hearts filled with love to
Blbl(? terms, that all might worship God “in spirit
and in truth” as one body in Christ. “Mark them
which cause divisions and avoid them.”

J. H. McKaig, 7505 Santa Fe Ave., Huntington
Park, Calif., Apz:il 13.—Brother Waters is adding
many stars to his crown in the work in this part.
Please tell that likable and successful evangelist,

(Continued on Page 8) .
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H Broth PASSED ON

ays.—Brother Paul Hays, Fresno, Californi
d;zparted this life March 21),, 1942, being? 74f(;'1:a]:1?s’
of age.

Brother Hays was a gospel preacher for over
50 years. He was a student in Add-Ran Bible
(_)‘ohege, in Texas, for two years, prior to 1891:
irorr_l 1891-93 was a member of the faculty of thé
David Lipscomb College or Nashville Rible Col-
lege, Nashville, Tenn.

Brother Hays had resided in Fresno for many
years, conducting the worship and services in his
home, 3023 Florence Ave. He had tutored many
young pre_achers, and was weil known for holding
fast to his convictions. He is survived by his

wite, Sister Sallie, three nieces, two nephews, and -

many other friends.
—dJames W. Russell, Fresno, Calif.

Jackson.—Samuel Dale and Daniel L twi
sons of Brother and Sister H. S. Jacksgr?,leb;\";ﬁir}
son, Okla., were born January 30. Samuel passed
away March 22, and Daniel, March 24. They
leave to mourn their passing, their parents, six
?rothegs, ‘?r’lc% ozfle sistiar. The writer was c’alled
o conduc e funerals. Our de
goes out to the bereaved. epest sympathy

—Clayton Fancher, Wichita Falls, Texas.

Taylor-—Edna Cordell Taylor was born Novem-
ber 11, _1927, Howard Co., Texas; departed te}rlrl}s
life April 2, 1942, being 15 years, 4 months, and
22 days of age. One brother preceeded her in
death.

Edna obeyed the gospel in the summer of 1941.
She leaves to mourn her passing, her parents
Brother. and Sister L. E. Taylor, two brothers’
three sisters, and a host of other relatives anci
friends.—Tom E. Smith, Healdton, Okla.

) OUR HELPERS :
Her@ Is your acknowledgment if you sent us
subscriptions between March 20 and April 20. Op-

. bosite your name is the number of subs. received

by us. Please, accept our sincere thanks and ap-
p.rec1‘at10n f(_)r your interest and hearty co-opera-
’g1on in helping us to keep this flow of truth be-
fore the brotherhood. Won’t you keep on sending
us a good list every month? We need your as-
sistance. —Publishers.

W. P. Caps—10; Ervin Waters—6; L. N. By-
ford—_-4; L. D. McDonald—4; Sam Smith—4: F.
S.' Wilburn—3; Mrs, R. R. Kramer—3; Homer" L.
King—38; Mrs. W. L. Rawdon—3: Earl W. Carter
—=2; Carlos B. Smith—2; L. C. England—1; W. H.
Purlee—1; George Rozzell—1; R. L. Baker—2:
E. E. Barnes—1; Mrs. John Nichols—1: A Bro:
ther—l_ ; Oscar A. Johnson—1; E. L. Allen—1:
Paul Nichols—1; C. H. Elliott—1; M. O. Engle—.
1; Mrs. Verdie Poteet—1; Mrs. Clyde Penner—1 :
Total 59. ’

“Clark-King Discussion” is a neat tract con-
taining a discussion of the number of drinking
vessels to be used in the Communion. If you are
bothered with cups or cups advocates, send for a
number of these tracts to hand out. Price 10c
per copy; $1.00 per dozen.
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WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

(Continued from page 5) .

appreciate the paper every month. Send me a

dozen of the ‘Clark-King Discussion.” May the

Leord bless you and keep you.” —Paul O. Nichols,
California.

FROM THE FIELDS
(Continued from page T)
Frad Kirbo, that his comment on the “corn-field”
does not apply to Calif. We are all looking for-
ward and praying for the arrival of Brother Clovis
Cook in the near future. We have the truth and
the “Truth” is Jesus Christ. Who, then, can be
against us? As the cities fall and the nations
crumble in this nightmare of horror, what a great
consolation for us all to know that the Eternal
God is our refuge and underneath are the “Ever-
lasting Arms”! Kindest personal regards to all.

Clovis T. Cook( Crockett, Calif., April 14.—I
am now in a meeting at Crockett, Calif., after
having reached the State April 11th. I have met
some fine brethren here and trust that we shall
do much good during the short stay in Calif. Bro.
Ervin Waters and wife, also Bro. Paul Nichols,
came down from the north part of the state, and
will be with us through the greater part of this
week. Words cannot express how I enjoy being
with them again. Bro. Waters, has done a won-
derful work in this state. I expect to be in this
part until about the 18th of May. I will spend
the month of June in Scuth Texas, holding a meet-
ing in San Antonio and the Fair View congrega-
tion, with perhaps a short mission meeting in
those parts.

Paul Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave, Hollywood,
Calif., April 14—Since last reporting to the paper
1 have visited various places here in California.
March 22, 1 preached at Montebello. That night
Bro. Ralph Mustard and I preached a “double
header.” March 31—April 8, I moderated. for
Bro. Ervin Waters in a debate on the “cup ques-
tion.” The debate was with C. R. Worsham at
San Diego. April 12, I was with the brethren af
Marysville where a new congregation has recent-
v been established by Bro. Waters. At this writ-
ing I'm enjoying the association of Bro. Clovis
Ccok who is out here from Missouri for a short
time. Bro. Waters and his wife and I have been
cnjoying the preaching of Bro. Cook, who is in a
meeting at Crockett. Brethren the work is grow-
ing. Let us go forth, undaunted by any satanic
force, with the battle cry of the Lord on our lips,
“On to the work.” :

Ervin Waters, 422 Whittier Blvd., Montebello,
Calif., April 14—March 15, we began a mission
meeting at Marysville, Calif. Bro: Ralph Mus-
tard assisted for several days during this effort
before having to return home to attempt to
straighten out his draft situation. March 22, I
had a one night discussion with Bro. Frank
Rhodes at Marysville on the 8. 8. question. This
meeting closed March 25, with 11 restorations
and resulted in the establishment of a congrega-
tion there. March 29, we worshipped with the
Montebello church for the first time in many

menths and that night I preached at Siskiyou St.
in Los Angeles. March 81—April 3, I had a four
nights discussion in San Diego with Bro. C. R.
Worsham on the Cups Question. Bro. Paul Ni-
ciiols moderated for me and did a fine job. April
5, 1 preached in San Diego and for the na2xt three
days we visited with Siskiyou and Montebello bre-
thren. -April 9, we stayed with Bro. Davis at
Madera, Calif. He recently moved there from
Oklahoma and would like to establish a congre-
gation there. April 10, accompanied by Bro. Paul
Nichols, we went to Marysville again and preached

there April 12. On the night of April 12, I again -

met Bro. Frank Rhodes in debate on the S. S.
Question at Marysville, April 13, we came to
Crocket to hear our beloved Bro. Clovis Cook
preach. He has just arrived in California, and
we are enjoying his forceful preaching. We are
to return this week to Marysville for another
meeting, the Lord willing. The fight continues
here with increasing intensity. We are to be at
Lubbock, Texas, to begin a series of meetings
May 24, with the faithful church in that eity.
We would appreciate brethren from other places,
visiting in that meeting. Anyone desiring infor-
mation about the location, etc., may write W. P.
‘Perser, Rte. 2, Lubbock, Texas. Pray for me. -

Homer L. King, Lebanon, Missouri, April 20.—
I began a series of meetings with the faithful bre-
thren in the Fieldstone Church, near Vanzant,
Mo., the first Saturday night in April and con-
tinued over the second Sunday. We were hin-
dered some by the rains and the busy season, but
the crowds and interest were fair in spite of these.
Four were baptized and seven confessed faults.
1 was glad to have Brother Pete Howard with us
ths first Sunday, and to hear him preach. Bro-
ther Joe Howard was with us the second Sunday
and gave a good lesson in the afternoon, when
five confessed faults. I think we left the church
there in much better spiritual condition as a re-
sult of the meeting. We were glad to have Bro-
ther Joe Howard preach for the Lees Summit
church over the third Lord’s day inst. He was
accompanied by his brother, Pete. I am to be
with the new church in Lebanon next Lord’s day.
Tre first Lord’s day in May. I am to begin a se-
rigs of meetings with the faithful in Huntington,
W. Va., continuing over three Lord’s days. I
mean t¢ preach about a week with the brethren
around Spring Hill, following the work at Hunt-
ington. I plan to stop over at Harrodsburg, Indi-
ana, en route home. I may continue over the
5th Sunday at Harrodsburg. I plan to visit my
daughter, Nola and family, in Middletown, Ohio,
while on this trip. No doubt, we shall encounter
many cbstacles this year, due to the war and war
regulations, effecting means of travel, black-outs,
ete., but it is no time to throw up the white flag
or to slacken in our fight against sin and our duty
to preach the gospel. Let us work all the harder.
Let the churches put forth-a greater effort than
ever by advertising the meetings and by personal
teaching. May we ever ‘“endeavor to keep the
unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace,” “walk~
.ing worthy of the- vocation wherewith we are
called.” Pray for me and the work.

Ye num’rous sects
which all declare

“Lo Christ is here.
Lo Christ is there.”

Your stronger proofs
divinely give

And show me where
the Christians live.

OLD PATHS
\DVOCATE

“Where is Thy Church. ,
O, Savior, where ?”
I heard the cry,
and then I heard:
“Here is My Church
where men still dare
To take Me at My word. {|

“Thus gaith the Lord, ‘Stand ye in the ways, and see,

to Dwell in.” (Isa. 38:12).

and usk for the Old Paths,

and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) “And they that be of Thee Shaﬁhls:lg]ést;l;eoﬁgog’;:?g’,p?:gegaltl}:):L}lxer}?ix]]‘;
: sha

rer of the Breach, The Restorer of Paths

raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The Repai
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THE MAJOR PROPHET ISAIAH

For about two months, I have been reviewing the
Old Tesj;ament, picking up the HIGH LIGHTS
that point to the goodness and mercies, as Weli
as the vengeance of God, and have come to the
great and wonderful gospel prophet in review
and I suppose it would not be amiss to give thé
O. P. A. some of his sweet sayings to brush the
gﬁbvxlz{e_bs out of bymér minds, and put many to

inking more about what the Ancien
about the Shiloh of Israel. ents thought

Mgst people, when prophet is mentioned, have
the idea that you speak of one who tells of fu-
ture events alone. But such is not the case, for
a prophet is a teacher, and more frequent is found
teachmg, directing and reproving a people than
otherwise. But, this great prophet foretold of
many wonderful things which have since hap-
pened, that it seems good to repeat.

From all we can gather of Isaiah’s history, we
find that he taught mainly at Jerusalem for about
sixty-two years, during the reign of Uzziah, Jo-
them, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and was sawed into by
that wicked Mennassah, a son of Hezekiah, who
was far the meanest king that ruled in Judah.
Read about him in 2 Kings 21.

He begins by hitting the Jews for their indif-
fqrence. “The ox knows his master, and the ass
his masters crib, but Israel does not know, they
do not consider.” There are just plenty of peo-
ple today who do not consider, and are mere
“play-boys” waiting for eternity. )

B Speaking to these careless people, he says:

Wash you, make you clean, put away the evil of
your doings from mine eyes; cease to do evil;
Iee}rn to do well; come now let us reason together
saith the Lord. Though your sins be as scarlet
‘qhey s}}all be as white as snow; though they be red
h~ke crimson, they shall be as wool.” Such a beau-
tiful, and loving appeal, who could resist it? ILet
us 1oo_k to the ninth chapter for one of the most
bea'utlful specimens of his wonderful prophesy,
which for ages past God’s children had been long-
ing to hez_).r. “For unto us a child is born; unto
us a son Is given; the government shall be upon
His shoulders; and He shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Fa-
ther, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
Government, and peace there shall be no end, upon
the throx_le of David, and up on His kingdom,
to 01:der it and to establish it with judgment and
justice, from henceforth and forever. The zeal of
the Lord of hosts shall perform this.” (9:6, 7).
Again: “For thou hast been a strength to the

poer, a strength to the needy in distress, a r
lfrom the storm, a shadow from the héatl?ﬂffﬁgg
the blasg of the terrible one is as a storm égainst
the wall” (25:4). “Trust ve in the Lord forever
for the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength’;
(26:4). We find that the prophet is looking down
the stream of time and hearing John the Bap-
tist saying: “I am not he but am one crying in
the wilderness, and saying: Prepare ye the way of
ch Lord, make His paths straight, ete.”
gain in 45 we hear of that wonderfu -
g;;llloiCyrusdwhqnwillbbe] king of the great Iief;io;n
re, and will rebuild t
Dobire, and wil he walls and the Tem-
Did you ever think, my young frien
God we Americans have toyworgship'? dls—ie“;}slargo%
made of stone, but is The Greatest Spirit, who can
look ahead a thousand years, and arranée things
as He wants them, and for the good and happiness
of future generations.  He is loving, kind and
gentle, not willing that any one should perish, but
that all should turn from their idolatrous woréhip
and serve Him In the same spirit He serves us,
that we may enjoy His goodness and mercies’
through a long life here and live ETERNALLY
WITH HIM hereafter. Is that not a glorious
thought? A wise man has said, after trying all
the wicked pleasures of this life: “All is vanity
and vexation of spirit; Fear God and keep His
comn},andments, for this is the WHOLE DUTY of
man.” And, another, who loves us much better
than he, has said: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy sou), with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength; And thy neighbor as’ thy self;
for on these hangs all the law and the prophets.’;
The Spirit of God speaking through this great
prophet, speaks very eloquently; “How beautiful
upon the mountains, are the feet of Him that
brgngeth good tldil}gs, that publisheth peace, that
bringeth good tidings of good. that publisheth
sa}vatlon; that sayeth unto Zjon: “Thy God
reigneth. Thy watchman shall lift up the voice
‘s‘ﬁgll tshe vomettogether shall they sing; for thes;
ee eye to eye wh i
e y en the Lord shall again
“Seek the Lord while He may be found -
on Him while He is near; let the wicked’ gsigéllge
his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts
and let them return unto the Lord, and He will
hajve mercy upon them, and to our God, for He
will abundantly pardon” (55:6, 7). ’
) It seems that the Jews had gone so deep into
sin and wickedness, that almost in the “wind-up’”
of his prophesy he says to them in 65:14, 15:
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“Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of
heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and
shall howl! for vexation of spirit, and ye shall leave
your name for a curse to my chosen for the Lord
shall slay thee and shall call His servants by an-
other name: that he who blesseth himself in the
earth shall bless himself in the God of truth.”

—Emmett A. Lowry.

“CAN A CHRISTIAN TAKE IT?”
By Ervin Waters

I consider it my duty as a child of God and as
a minister of the gospel to write the following
statements. I pray that they will receive your

_ earnest consideration. At a time when our 'na-
tion has been engulfed in a gigantic struggle and
millions of men are being drafted into military
service, every child of God should prayerfully
strive to learn what is his duty to God and his
nation.

There are scuptmes which some men try fo
array against each other. The Bible does not con-
tradict itself. Paul said, ‘“Render therefore to
all their dues” (Rom. 13:7). Something is due
God and something is due our rulers. Christ said,
“Render therefore unto Caesar the things which
be Caesar’s, and unto God the things which
be God’s” (Lk. 20:25). Which has more author-
ity, God or civil rulers? Christ said, “All power
is given unto me in heaven and in earth” (Matt.
28:18). I hope therefore that nc one will ques-
tion Christ’s authority to command us and that
furthermore NO RULER has the authority to
command us to do that which is contrary to
Christ’s commands. If the ruler has such author-

- ity, then he has all authority, and Christ has a
secondary place. There are two kinds. of author-
ity, sovereign and delegated. = Christ has’'sover-
eign authority (all power) and no other ruler has
this. But Christ has delegated to others author-
ity. This delegated authority does not supercede
the sovereign. Christ didn’t set a speed limit for
automobiles. Our rulers have authority to set
it. “Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powers” (Rom. 13:1). We should drive within
the limit set by our rulers or we are disobeying
Christ also. Christ gave no law on sugar ration-
ing and our rulers can make rationing laws as
they see fit. It is our duty to abide by those laws.
‘Christ set no tax limits but our rulers tax us.
“For this cause pay ye tribute also” (Rom. 13:6).
We must pay our taxes. Our rulers have author-
ity over us as long as they do not make a law
which conflicts Christ’s law.

Christ said, “Freach the gospel to every crea-
tule” (Mk. 16:15) and the rulers of the Jews

“commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in
the name of Jesus” (Acts 4:18). Here was a con-
flict. Which one did the apostles obey? “But
Peter and John answered and said unto them,
Whether it be right in the sight of God to heark-
en unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For
we cannot but speak the things which we have
seen and heard” (Acts 4:19-20). This shows
that while we are to hearken unto our rulers yet
‘we cannot “hearken unto them.more than unto
‘God.” The apostles preached and were brought

before the council again and questioned, “Did not
we straitly command you that ye should not tedch
in this name? And behold, ye have filled Jerusa-
lem with your doctrine” (Acts 5:28). “Then
Peter and the other apostles answered and said,
We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts
5:29). When the two commands conflicted they
obeyed God’s. The early Christians in the first
century died by the thousands because they re-
fused to deny Christ and recant at the command
of the Roman government. They ‘“obeyed God
rather than men.” :

“Though we walk in the flesh, we do not war
after the flesh: “For the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal” (1 Cor. 10:3-4). “For we wrestle

not against flesh and blood” (Eph. 6:12). Chrlst_

sheathed Peter’s sword, “Put up thy sword again
into its sheath” (Jno. 18:11). “For all they that
take the sword shall perish with the sword”
(Matt. 26:52). Christ taught, “My kingdom is
not of this world: if my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight, that I should
not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my king-
dom not from hence” (Jno. 18:36). Christ said,
“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you,
dc good to them that hate you, and pray for them
that despitefully use you, and persecute you”
(Matt. 5:44). Could I obey the above and take
a machine gun and mow down my enemies? “Re-
compense to no man evil for evil” (Rom. 12:17).
“Avenge not yourselves” (Rom. 12:19). “There-
fore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst,
give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap
coals of .fire on his head. Be not overcome of
evil, but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:20-
21). “The fruit_of the spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, falth, meek-
ness, temperance” (Gal. 5:22-23).

I have taken the position for years that a
Christian could not kill out of the army or in the
army. The government has made provision for
those who object to killing and training to kill
and have ordered them to be put in non-comba-
tive military service in the army. Those eligible
for immediate service of such belief are to be
placed in Class 1-AO (the “O” means objector).
Some local boards are intolerant and refuse to
abide by the laws themselves. If you object to
combative service and this “0” is not on your
classifification card, then the army can place you
where they want you. I have contended that
Christians could perform some duties of a non-
combative type in the army such as in the ambu-
lance units, first aid, etc. But I have reached the
conclusion that a Christian cannot take the “Sol-
dier’'s Qath” which must be taken before they
would permit him to even perform those duties
that he otherwise could scripturally, perhaps, per-
form. With my present knowledge and under-
standing I could not take it at all unless it could
be modified or changed. And I am informed that
the government will permit no change or modifi-
cation of that oath. I beileve that the following
oath is word for word correct.

Uy e , do solemnly swear (or
affirm) that I will support the constitution of the
United States against all enemies, foreign and do-
mestic; that T will bear true faith and allegiance
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to the same; that I take this oath freely, without
any mental reservation or purpose of evasion;
and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of
the office on which I am about to enter. So help
me God.”

I could not say, “I take thls oath freely, with-
out any mental reservation.” My head would be
full of reservations; that I would not lie if com-
manded to lie, steal if commanded to steal, kill
if commanded to kill, ete. A Christian would have
to have “mental reservations.” To take the above
oath, and mean it, would be to give up Christian-
ity and be tied hand and foot in our life and ac-
tions. To take it, and not mean it, would be to
surrender our Christianity. If I couldn’t live up
to it, I wouldn’t take it. We don’t have to take
it, you know. We still have the lawful alterna-
tive of going to a Conscientious Objectors Camyp
and working under civilian direction. I still main-
tain that there might be duties a man could per-
form in the army of a .non-combative variety if
he could perform them without taking the above
oath. Brethren, let’s be honest with self, with
God, and with our fellowman. Let’s take our
stand and stay with it. Please consider what I
have written. It is my honest convictions.

“Through floods and flames if Jesus leads
Tl follow where he goes.

Hinder me not shall be my plea
Though earth and hell oppose.”

WATERS-WORSHAM DISCUSSION

The .2bove discussion was conducted at’" San
Diego, Calif., four nights, recently, by the above
brethren. The propositions were: i

No. 1. Resolved that the Scriptures teach that
an assembly of the Church of Christ, for the Com-
munion, may use a plurality of cups. (drinking
vessels), in the distribution of the fruit of the
vine.” Worsham affirmed; Waters denied.

No. 2. Resolved that the Scriptures teach that
an assembly of the Church of Christ, for the
Communion, should use but one cup (drinking
vessel) in the .distribution of the fruit of the
vine.”” Waters affirmed; Worsham denied.

In this discussion, Bro. Worsham took the po-
sition that. each time “cup’ is mentioned in refer-
ence to the Lord’s‘ Supper it has reference to the
fruit of the vine and that only "He said that in
those scriptures no literal cup is mentioned. - Still
he agreed. that the figure of speech that allowed
the fruit of the vine to be called the “cup” is me-
tonomy (the name of the container for the thmg)

Bro. Waters quoted that definition of ‘“cup”
from Thayer's Greek Lexicon, which said, “A
cup—a drinking vessel w1th or without a stem,
or with or without a handle.” Of course this defi-
nition can be agreed upon by all reasonable mind-
ed people. But the audience was a little surprised
when Bro. Worsham said that a bottle was a
“drinking vessel.” He said his wife uses a bottle
as a drinking vessel. Well, until he explained
that his wife takes her medlcme from a bottle by
putting her mouth to it, some of us didn't know
just what to think. Stlll just because Sister Wor-
sham drinks from a bottle sometimes doesn’t

mean that a bottle will be recognized as a d1 inking
vessel.

Since Bro. Worsham contended that there is no
literal container mentioned in the passages, Matt.
26:275.Mk. 14:23 1.k 22720; 1-Cor. 10:16; 11:25;
11:26-28, Bro. Waters set a cup of the fruit of the
vine before him and then asked him to take his
cup..(*fruit of the vine,” as he contended) with-
out picking up the container. He had to have a
gcntamer to contain the fruit of the vine.

Several times during the discussion assertions
were made by Bro. worsham of thousands’com-
ing together for the Communion. Assertions
were right, for he never produced Scriptural proof
for them. He has no proof that even two - -hun-
dred disciples ever came together in one agsembly
to commune. He continually wanted to know
what Brother Waters would do if he should have
a large congregation to serve with one cup. A
cup, large enough to serve six times as many as
Bro. Worsham’s largest non-Sunday school
church, was produced. Nothing in the Bible is
said about hundreds or thousands coming to-
gether into one assembly to commune, hut both
history and the Bible say that the early church
met in their homes for the “breaking of bread.”

I was asked to moderate for Brother Waters,
and I am glad I met Bro. Worsham. It is too bad
that he is not o the side of truth, fighting against
the innovation of a plurality of cups or “individ-
ual cups,” as hard as he fights against the “class
system” of teaching. Brother Waters put up
another good fight for the truth. May God help
us to always “fight the good fight of faith.”

—Paul O. Nichols, Hollywood Calif.

PASSED ON

Baker —Sister Myrtle Baker was born August
7, 1886, being 55 years of age; died April 26, 1942,
She was taken to the hospital Saturday and dled
Sunday, 4:30 a. m.

Sister Baker was an active member of the
Church of Christ, in El Centro Calif. She was
loved by all who knew her. Just a few hours be-
fore her death she said that she was ready and
prepared to meet God.

Sister Baker is survived by her husband -and
many other relatives. May they “sorrow not even
as others who have no hope,” for they ‘“who
sleep in Jesus will God bring . with Him.”

Funeral services were conducted by the writer.

—Ralph E. Mustard, Montebello, Calif.

High.—Brother George W. High, Berryville,
Ark., was born 1875; departed this life ‘April-25,
1942, being a little over 67 years of age.-

Brother High was a leader in the church at
No. Pane, being considered a devout Christian.

He leaves to mourn his passing, a wife, three
children, and a host of other relatives and friends.
Our sympathy goes out to Sister High and the
children.

Funeral services were conducted by the writer,
and the body was buried in the High Cemetery.

—W. J. Clayton, Berryville, Ark.

AT T
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HERE AND THERE
By Homer L. King

Friends of the OPA.—We are now entering the
jean season of the year for subscriptions to the
paper. Somehow, it has always been thus with
the OPA. During the next three months we have
always experienced a falling off in the number of
subscriptions and, of course, in the amount of
funds received. However, 1 believe this could be
avoided if all the preachers in the field would just
take enough interest in the welfare of the paper
to mention it publicly and privately now and then.
Some have been very zealous workers in this way,
and wé appreciate it much; while others seldom
ever send us a subscription. Hence, we know that
they do not work for the paper. However, I am
of the opinion that all these appreciate what the
paper does for them, or do they? Can we depend
on you as friends of the paper and the fight it is
making to stem the tide of digression in the
church? "If so, show your appreciation by help-
ing us put the paper into new homes. -

Change of Address. — Frequently someone
writes us that they failed to get their paper for
an issue or two, but that they changed their ad-
dress, and failed to notify us, giving both the old
and new addresses. Please, always do this im-
mediately when you change your address. We are
very anxious that all get their papers regularly.

Writers.—Send us your reports around the 15th
of each month. If you use a typewriter, always
double space what you intend for publication. If
you can have your articles (if lengthy) corrected
and written with a typewriter, it will generally
mean that you will see them in our columns soon-
er, than if written by hand.

Remittance.—You may send, at our risk, up to
five dollars in cash; or, 50c or less in stamps.
Send all to either the paper or the publisher.

Reports.—Some of our preachers are very care-
less about sending a report every month, but, re-
member, fellow-preachers, your friends look for
your name and reports in every issue of the pa-
per. If it is only a postal card, telling us that
you are still alive, working or not working, it will
bfa better than nothing. Let us all pull together,
“in love preferring one another,” instead of
against each other, motivated by preacher jeal-
ousy.

BROTHER HOMER GAY IN SERIOUS
CONDITION

Our beloved Brother Homer A. Gay, well known
editor and writer of the OPA, as well as a well-
known and much loved and appreciated preacher
of the gospel, is now in Lebanon, Missouri, under
a doctor’s care.

Late in April Brother Gay was working in
Neosho, Mo., as a carpenter, when a parcel of
saw-dust flew into one eye, which caused consid-
erable pain and trouble by ending in an infection
and finally an ulecer, which has endangered seri-
ously the eyesight, if not also his entire body.

May 28, I received this from Sister Gay, written
May 20: o

“PDear Brother King: — We took Homer to
Springfield and had his eye operated yesterday.
The doctor says that with good luck, they may
save 50 to 75 percent of the sight, but if the
operation doesn’t stop the spreading of the ulcer,
the eyeball will have to be removed. Homer has
suffered so much, but had a better night, last
night than since he took ill. The pain isn’t so se-
vere since the operation, and he has rested very
well today. He isn’t to have company for a few
days. Several came to see him but we couldn’t
let them see him. We are praying the worst is
over.”

Sister Gay, in a former letter, told me that the
company where Homer worked, was taking care
of his doctor and hospital expenses. But, remem-
ber that there are many other expenses piling up,
when one is out of work and under a doctor’s care,
since that does not take care of "groceries, etc.
And, while I have not been asked to make this ap-
peal, yet I think it only right that I suggest to
all his many friends where he is well known and

has labored that they remember him now in a

financial way to help bear the burden of he and
his Christian family. .All who know him and
them know they are worthy. Too, don’t forget
to send up a prayer for him: We need him much
in the fight. May the Lord speed his recovery
and help in this time of need, I pray.

—Homer L. King.

NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTIANITY
By Paul O. Nichols

On every hand we see people who claim to be
Christians by faith only; some by grace only;
some by blood only; and some by baptism. Can
one of these separate and apart from the others
make Christians of people? Luke says in Acts
11:26, “The disciples were called Christians first
in Antioch.” If you will notice, they were called
Christians, not some denominational or sectarian
name, but Christians. But, some may say, “Oh,
we are all Christians.” Are we? The apostle
Paul says in Rom. 6:17-18, “God be thanked, that
you were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed
from the heart that form of doctrine which was
delivered you. -Being then made free from sin,
ye became the servants of righteousness.” Ac-
cording to that scripture, there was a specific
doctrine to which they had rendered obedience, in
order to become the servants of righteousness.
All those people must have faken the same steps
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in order to become Christians. Paul says in that

_passage of scripture,” . .. You have obeyed from

the heart that form of doctrine ...” What doc-
trine had those people obeyed? In 2 Tim. 3:16-17,
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteousness: That the
man of God'may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works.” Then it must have been the
scriptures that they obeyed because of the scrip-
tures are the doctrine which makes one “per-
fect.”

The same things that were required to make a
Christian during the time the apostles were on
earth, are required to make a Christian today.
This is only logical and is bound to be agreed upon
by all honest people. The task that confronts us
is that of finding out what it took to make Chris-
tians during the first century, after the death of
the Savior.

The writer of the Hebrew letter says, “Without
faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that
diligently seek him” (Heb. 11:6). By this we
see that it is imperative that we have faith in or-
der to please God.

But, Paul says that “Faith cometh by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:
17). How do we receive faith? Paul says we get
it by hearing the word of God.

Christ says in Lk. 18:8, “I tell you nay, but ex-
cept you repent ye shall all likewise perish.” We
must repent of our sins or perish with the sinners
and the ungodly.

“Tf thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved. For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:9-10).

“For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ, have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). Notice,
the last scripture says “into Christ.”” To sum it
all up, the five steps that are required for a per-
son to take, that he might truly be called a Chris-
tian, in the New Testament sense, are to hear, be-
lieve, repent, confess that Christ is the Son of
God, as the Ethiopian eunuch did in Acts 8:37,
and be baptized for the remission of sins in the
name of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38). These require-
ments are not man’s wisdom, but they are found
in the Book of inspiration, the Bible. “Let God
be true, but every man a liar” (Rom. 3:4). If it
can be found in the Bible, it must be the truth;
and if it is the truth, we are duty bound to accept
it regardless of what man says. -

After complying with the easy and applicable
terms of the gospel in order to become a child of
God, a Christian, we then begin a new life (Rom.
6:4). Peter says in 1 Pet. 2:2, “As new born
babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye
may -grow thereby. That ye might walk worthy
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in
every good work, increasing in the knowledge of
God” (Col. 1:10). In 2 Tim. 3:17, we read that
the seriptures “furnish us unto all good works.”
Then it is in the scriptures that the child of God

must be fruitful. The writer of Romans says in
Rom. 12:1, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
11v1;1g sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.” .Peter says,
“Add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowl-
edge and to knowledge temperance; and to tem-
perance patience; and to patience godliness; and
to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness charity” (2 Pet. 1:5-7). If we take heed
to all of these scriptures, it will help us to be wor-
thy of the name, Christian. “Ye shall know the
grg’;};, and the truth shall make you free” (Jno.

FOURTH OF JULY MEETING
The Fourth of July meeting this year will be
hf:ld at Healdton, Okla. in accordance with the de-
cision made at Price Falls last year. We earn-
estly urge the preachers and the other brethren
to make a special effort to be at Healdton this
year. These meetings are designed to strengthen
the church by increasing our bonds of love and
fellowship and by helping us to “come into the
unity of the faith.,” I will be in a series of meet-
ings at Healdton June 21 - July 5. Some earlier,

if possible, and attend these meetings.’

- —Ervin Waters

E. Yarbrough, Cherokee, Texas, May 3.—We
have a loyal church at Llano, Texas, and they are
doing nicely. Let us stand fast for the “faith
once delivered to the saints.”

Tom E. Smith, Healdton, Oklahoma, May 3.—I
baptized two last Lord’s day at Healdton. Had
fine services today, with several visitors. We
enjoyed a good song service at the Bit Shop this
afternoon. Brother Ervin Waters is to begin our
meeting June 21. Remember the all-day meeting
at Healdton, July 4.

Lee R. Williams, 234 W. Cherokee, McAlester, -
Okla., May 18.—Brother Homer L. King will be-
gin our meeting July 5, and continue about two
weeks. We urge all brethren who can to attend.
We are doing very well in the church here, and
the prospects are good for baptizing some in the
near future. Let us work while it is yet day.

John Rogers, Davidson, Oklahoma, May 11.—
Brother Fred Kirbo closed our meeting April 22, -
after 10 days, with one addition, and we think the
church was made stronger by the good teaching.
We were glad to have Sister Kirbo and her mo-
ther for the last night, at least. We appreciated
the help in the singing by the Wichita Falls bre-
thren. May God bless all who are striving for
the truth.
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Mattie Loyd, 1073 W. 38rd St., Pomona, Calif.,
May 12.—I was with the church at 230 W. Ave.,
Sanger, Calif. They have a new church building,
paid for, and they seem very zealous in the work.
Some were away, assisting Bro. Cook in a new
field at Fresno, which is a very commendable
work. Let us all watch and pray in Jesus’ name
in these perilous and trying times. s

G. A. Canfield, (colored) Rte. 1, Marion, La.,
May 13.—Brethren Carlos and Sam Smith were
with the white brethren at this place last Lord’s
day. If I can get enocugh financial help.I intend
to go to Tennessee to help the loyal colored bre-
thren in a series of meetings this summer. I
stand one hundred per cent with and for the OPA,
if T have to stand alone without support.

~'B. F. Leonard, 1714 Jackson Ave., Huntington,
W. Va.,, May 19.—Brother Homer L. King has
just closed one of the best meetings in the history
of the church here, with two baptized and three
restored. Brother King’s lessons were among the
most spiritual ever delivered here. He should be
kept busy in the fight for the Old Paths and the
“narrow way.” )

Clarence Kessinger, Box 42, Spring Hill, w.

Va.,"May 17.—I have recently preached several
times at Mallory Chapel and Spring Hill, with
three confessions of faults. The work is pro-
gressing nicely in this part. Bro. Welch held -us
a two-weeks meeting at Winifrede, W. Va., with
four baptized and five restored. “We are looking
forward to our meeting at Stop 12, with Brother
King doing the preaching. This is my first time
to meet him, but I have learned to love him much.
Pray for us (Jas. 5:16).

Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood,
Calif., May 15.—I am now at Marysville, where
a new congregation has recently been established,
in an effort to strengthen and develop the new
members and to do more evangelistic work in this
part. We have some good and zealous people
here, who are striving to be steadfast and un-
movable in the work. I was recently with my
home church in L. A. and preached one night at
Mogtf'l%ello. The work continues to move forward
n Calif. ’ : o

R. L. Chapman, Hebbronville, Texas, April 25.
—We are continuing the true worship here, in
spite of the loss of a few members due to their
moving away. Yes, and we lost.a son, Jimmie,
by death last December 5, due to diphtheria. But,
we want to have another meeting ‘this summer,
in an effort to reach others with the truth. We
hope to have Brother King, if he can come.

Carlos B. Smith, Wesson, Miss., May 19.—Bro.
Sam Smith and I were at Marion, La., the second
Lord’s day, inst., with two services. The brethren
who had been using the fermented wine gave up
their contention and-came back, deciding to “keep
the feast, not with old leaven,” as Paul states in
1-Cor. 5. They are looking forward to Brother
Cook’s coming for a series of meetings in July.
I hope to send more subs. for the OPA soon.

W. L Blanton, 2934 Redwood, Stockton, Calif.,
May 17. —Brother Clovis Cook held us a short
meeting here recently, and we surely did enjoy
his preaching, and we learned to love him. We
hope.to have him back with us again sometime.
The church here is getting along nicely, and we
are trying to do the Lord’s will. We are planning
to get new song books in the near future, and we
may try “Songs of Zion.” .

J. B. Spradley, 3542 Ave. I, Fort Worth, Texas,
May 19.—The church at 2704 Vaughn Blvd;
seems to have improved in the past few months.
Some brethren, from Wichita Falls, have moved
here, and others seem more interested. We are
looking forward to a profitable meeting in June,
with Brother James R. Stewart doing the preach-
ing, beginning the 7th and continuing over three
Lord’s days. -We are assured that we are not la-
boring in ‘vain.

Clayton Fancher, 1304 N. 5th St., Wichita Falls,
Texas, May 18.—We are looking forward to a se-
ries of meetings by Brother King, beginning the
first Lord’s day in June, and we mean to continue
for a week or ten days, We invite all within reach
to attend. In July we are expeéting Brother Clo-
vis Cook for a series of meetings. We invite visit-
ing brethren to stop over with us for worship.
Pray for us and the work of the Lord.

Fred Kirbo, Davis, Oklahoma, May 18.—I be-
gan a meeting at the Carter church, near David-
sen, Oklahoma, April 12 and closed April 22, with
good interest and one baptized. I believe the
church was left in better $piritual condition. This
church is growing in grace and in the knowledge
of God, as well as in number. They read their

" Bibles day and might.” Do you read yours? I

preached at Sulphur, Okla., recently, and a young
Iady made the good confession. I am to hold
their meeting this summer, beginning J uly 5. Let
us all pull together, brethren.

'C. H. Lee, Rte. 2, Lebanon, Missouri, May 18.—
Since my last report, I was with the church, near
Richland, and although few in number they are
zealous in the Lord’s work. My next was with the
church in Lebanon, and I am glad to report they
are growing in grace and number. 1 was with the
Cable Ridge brethren the first Lord’s day in May,
then to Drury, where I found them up ahd doing
in the work of the Lord. The third Lord’s day,
inst., I was back to Cable Ridge, where I had the
pleasure of baptizing eight souls into Christ, all
heads of families, except two young people. T am
to be in Lebanon this week to complete arrange-
ments for a singing school to begin Thursday. I
}\Jris}é for all a prosperous year in the work of the

ord. )

James R. Stewart, Rte. 5, Temple, Texas, May
13.—I preached -at Axtell, near Waco, April .26.
They are doing nicely. Brother Byford is the
leader, and he is -carrying the work on nicely.
They meet in Bro. Warwick’s home. 1 enjoyed
being with them. I next held a series of meeting
at East Tth St., Austin, where I baptized six and
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restored two, among whom was a lady 65 years
of age, who had been a sectarian most of her life.
The church seemed greatly strengthened. My
next will be at Fort Worth; then to Equal Rights
and at Ardmore, both in Okla. We hope that
much good will be the results at each place. Pray
for me that I may remain faithful to the Lord and

His word.

W. H. Gill, Eola, Texas, May 14.—Seeing Bro-
ther Chappell’s report in the OPA on the condi-
tion of things in this part, I thought it well to
give a little more along that line. 1 have in my
possession two copies of the Gospel Tidings, in
which it is reported that all here had agreed, and
I want to tell all that there is one who has not
agreed. To my knowledge they have had a cups
man to preach there, and I am told that another
cups preacher wrote them that he could not hold
their meeting, but he recommended another cups
man for the job. If they have come out from all
this stuff, they have me in the dark. I told them
if they would come out from all this, I would meet
with them. I am commanded to “Prove all
things; hold fast to that which is good” (1 Thes.
5:21). Yours for sound faith and sound doctrine.

Ray Roe, Dougherty, Okla., April 24.—We have
just closed a series of meetings of a weeks dura-
tion. Brother G. B. Harrell, at the request of
Brother Fred Kirbo, came by and preached for
us. . While there were no visible results, yet there
was some wonderful preaching and I believe mpch
good done. We were hindered some by the rains.
Brother Harrell is a good preacher, although
handicapped by poor vision. This interferes with
his getting work in other lines, and he now de-
sires to devote his whole time to preaching. If
anyone can help him in securing meetings, I am
certain it will be appreciated. His address is Box
242, Bearden, Arkansas.

W. H. Reynolds, Rte. 2, Kinston, Ala., April 22.
—RBrother Palmer and I visited the little congre-
gation in Houston last Lord’s day. Bro. Palmer
preached three sermons. Brother Lesley Cato
and family, from Colquit, Ga., came over for the
morning and evening services. They are very
zealous Christians since their conversion two
years ago. Brother and Sister Franklin Jordap,
of Pansy, Ala., are also very much interested in
the study of the Bible, since I baptized them last
summer. The Lowery church is planning a con-
siderable amount of mission work this summer,
using Brother Palmer, myself, and possibly, some
of the other boys. We would like to borrow a tent
for this work if any are available, or we would buy
if we could get one right. Note my change of

" address above.

Barney Welch, Box 42, Spring Hill, W. Va., May
20.—The work at Spring Hill and Mallory Chapel
is progressing nicely, one being restored recently
at the latter place. T continued for two weeks
in a series of meetings at Winifrede, W. Va,
where a faithful few were meeting for'worshlp.
We baptized four and restored five, leaving them

with renewed zeal and courage to press on. I had
the pleasure of visiting Brother King in his meet-
ing at Huntington a number of times last week,
and I certainly enjoyed the hospitality of the
good brethren there. We are now enjoying the
fine preaching and association of Bro. King at
Spring Hill. We are looking forward to a great
day next Lord’s day. I am to begin a mission
meeting at Ashford soon. Pray for the noble
work of the Lord in this section.

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt Ave., LaGrange, Ga.,
May 12.—The church here is doing nicely, with
the attendance better the past winter than ever
before. One was baptized and one restored last
Lord’s day, and we look for others soon. I would
like to advise brethren who are drafted into the
services, that they do not oppose or refuse non-
combatant service of our country. For although
they can be exempted completely from army ser-
vice, yet they will be taken from their homes and
church and be placed in a concentration camp,
supported by Quakers, et al, and there work for
nothing. Hence, I think it better to apply for
Class One A-O-—noncombatant service, as there
will be no harm in helping save the lives of others,
when they do not have to bear arms, ete.

F. K. Reeves, Marion, La., May 17.—I am glad
to report to the good OPA readers that the truth
still prevails here. Since the debate on the wine
question last summer, the church here has been
divided. But, last Lord’s day Brethren Sam and
Carlos Smith visited us and preached for us, and
the fermented wine leaders, who stood with Bro-
Jones, came back and confessed their wrongs thgt
day. We rejoice to see them and their families
come back, and we look for others soon. We ap-
preciate the two Brethren Smith, for their good
work. They are good boys and are worthy of
our support. We are expecting Brother Clovis
Cook to be here the latter part of July for a week
or ten days. Let us continue to work for the
cause of our Lord. -

Homer L. King, Middletown, Ohio, May 25.—
May 17, I closed a series of meetings with the
faithful brethren in Huntington, W. Va., with 2
baptized and 3 restored. The interest and attend-
ance were good throughout, except ‘for a few
nights when the rain hindered. I enjoyed the as-
sociation very much. May 10, I preached at a
church over in Ohio, at Point Pleasant. .I was
asked to return at both places for meetings in
1943, My next was with the good bre};hren at
Spring Hill for a week, where we baptized one.
The interest and crowds were fine through'out.
The association was the very best. My old f}*lend
and pal, Barney Welch, is there now and _d9mg a
good work. It was a spiritual feast to visit and
sing with him again. I consider him among the
Lord’s best on earth. I met for the first time, our
young and esteemed Brother _Clarence Kessinger,
a gospel preacher, on this trip, and I learned to
love him dearly. I think he has talent to ’pecome
a real preacher, and I hope to have him with me
some soon. 1 had the pleasure of visiting with an
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old friend and brother, Frank Cope, Jr., now of
South Charleston. He, as our readers know, is not
with us in our fight against innovations now, I
am sorry to say, but it was a pleasant visit. "I am
now enjoying a visit with my daughter, Nola,
husband, and baby. I go next to Harrodsburg,
Indiana, for a short meeting; then home for a few
days,. en route to Wichita Falls, Texas, to begin
thiére June 7; continue two Lord’s days, and on
to Oklahoma,City June 21. Pray for. me and the
work. ’

Ervin Waters, 422 Whittier Blvd., Montebello, Calif., May
12.—April 19 Bro. Paul Nichols and I began a series of meet-
ings at Marysville, Calif.,, where I had established a congre-
gation in March. The meeting closed ‘April 26 with two bap-
tized and one restored. On the night of April 19, Bro. Frank
“Rhodes and I debated the Cups Question at Marysville for one
‘séssion. Formerly we had debated the S. S. Question two
sessions. Bro. Paul Nichols is with the Marysville church
now and will be with them for awhile to assist them in getting
more firmly established. April 28 we attended singing at
the Sanger church which has been improving. May 1 we be-
gan a meeting at ‘Corcoran which closed May 10. My wife
and I will never forget our stay with these brethren, especially
, our visit in the home of Bro. and Sister Allen. May 6§ we

heard Bro. Clovis Cook preach during his mission meeting
at Fresno. The brethren are enjoying his stay in the state.
May 24 1 am to start 2 meeting at Lubbock, Texas, and June
5, I am to begin a series of meeting with my old home church
at Temple. June 21, we will be at Healdton, Okla. to assist
tlre brethren there in a series of meetings. “Let us not faint
as do others.”

&,

)

; Clovis T. Cook, Hollywood, Calif.,, May 15—I closed the
eeting after one week of spiritual feasts. I made my home
with Bro. John L. Reynolds, and I learned to love all the
brethren there. My next was a few days at Stockton, closing
April 19; then to greenfield until the 29th of April. 1 began
at Fresno May 1, where innovators had evidently worked
against our efforts. Brother James W. Russell is a zealous

worker, and had done a good work in advertising the meet-.

ing. Should anyone be interested in -locating thers cec meet-
ing with them, they should get in touch with him, whose ad-
dress is Rte. 3, Box 4, Fresno, Calif. I am now in the good
home of Brother Carl Nichols, in Hollywood, preaching at
Siskiyou St., L. A. I mean to continue until May 17, taen the
next day depart for my home, in company with Bro. Waters
as far as Lubbock, Texas, where he is to begin a meéting
May 22. I have met many good brethren since I arrived in
Calif.,, April 12, They are doing a great work, and I pray
that brethren elsewhere will follow their example in putting
preachers into the field and supporting them to do mission
work. This is a systematic way to get the gospel before the
unsaved, and the work in Calif, is a living testimony of its
effectiveness.

Louis P. Howsmon, 949 Sierra St., Yuba City, Calif., May 4—
We were greatly strengthened by the help of God and the
financial efforts of the two churches, Montebello, Calif. and
Siskiyou St., Los Angeles, Calif, Two or three familics began
meeting for worship in our home in February of this year.
The latter part of March Bro. Ervin Waters, assisted by Bro.
Ralph Mustard held all day meeting at Marrysville, one mile
from Yuba City, and we learned the truth on the Communion
questions.' Eleven were restored during this meeting which
closed prematurely because Bro. Waters had to go to San
Diego to debate Bro. C. R. Worsham on the Cups Question,
Bro. Waters assisted by Bro. Paul Nichols held a second
meeting for us in Marysville April 19-26, resulting in two
baptisms and one restoration. While at Marysville Bro.
Waters discussed the S. S. question two nights with Bro.
Frank Rhodes and the Cups Question one night with him. We
thank God for the congregation established in Marysville.
We are arranging for Bro. Paul Nichols to remain with us to
assist us for several weeks. We meet for worship in the Wo-
man’s Art Club, 10th and D Streets-in Marysville, at 3:30 p. m.
on Sundays and one night during the week. May God bless

Bro. Waters, Bro. Mustard, Bro. Nichols, apd the churches
that helped in this battle for the right. Bless them in"their
future efforts for the cause of Christ. God has blessed us
wonderfully. Pray for us. "Success to the OPA. :

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT,

“I especially enjoyed the May issue of the OPA. “~Your ar-
ticle on ‘The Latter End Is Worse Than The Beginning’ was
of sterling worth. May God be with you ever.”

—Ervin Waters, California.

“Here is our renewal of the OPA, and I hope it reaches you
in time for us to get the next issue for we still look forward
to its arrival.”—Miss Inez Cope, Texas.

“I am sending my renewal, for I do not want to miss an
issue of the OPA. . We certainly enjoy reading it, €specially
the reports from the fields., May you and all the staff con-
tinue in the good work,”—W. I. Blanton, Calif.

“I am enclosing money for three new subscriptions to the

OPA and my renewal. It certainly is good, and I don’t want
to miss an issue of it.”—E. H. Miller, Ga.

“I am enclosing four new subs. and my renewal for the
OPA. "I certainly do wish you, Brethren Gay, Cook, and others
could be with us in our meeting.”—W. P. Perser, Texas.’

*“] stand one hundred per cent for and with the OPA, if I
have to stand alone without one penny of support, for the
truth is what I always have and always expect to stand for.”

: ~—G. A. Canfield (colored), La.

“1 eﬁjoyed the OPA for May very mucﬁ, especially the article
by Barney Welch, which was a warning to all in thesé tr%g
times. Let us watch and pray.”—Mattie Loyd, -Calif. -7

“I certainly did enjoy the OPA in May, and especially your
article on brethren departing from the faith for the sake of
innovations. I appreciate your stand for the truth. I am
wishing you the best of success and a long Christian life, and
when done here a home in Heaven.” Nimrod Case. Miss.

“We want to thank you for sending us the OPA this month.

~We think it is a fine paper, and we want to receive every )

issue. May the Lord bless you in the good work.”

~Jesse Miller, Calif.

“Here is my renewal and a new sub. The paper is getting
better, and I don't want to miss an issue of it.” p
Mrs. Minnie Foster, Texas,
“I hawe seen a féw ccpies of the OPA, and I like it very
much. I am sending you a subscription for it..”
James D. Burson, La.

“I am sending two subs. to the OPA. 1 certainly do enjoy
reading this paper. I think we should stand firm for the
truth in these trying times. I am wishing you and all others
good svuccess.”—E. Yarbrough, Texas.

OUR HELPERS

Below are the names of our helpers, who have
taken enough interest the past month to send us
one or more subscriptions to the OPA, and follow-
ing their names the number received by us. Check
this list carefully each time for your acknowledg-
ment. We thank you very much for your hearty
cooperation in assisting us to keep this paper
making its regular monthly visits. It now seems
to be the only paper in the brotherhood, making
a fight against all innovations that disturb the
peace.of God’s people, May we have your name
with a good list each issue. Publishers.

-W. P. Perser—35; Erwin Waters—5; Homer L.
King—5; B. H. Miller—4; Jesse Miller—2; Mrs.
Minnie Foster-—2; Mrs. Hayes—2; Mrs. J. F.
Cobbs—2; E. Yarbrough—2; Barney Welch—2;
C. I. Hill—2; Earl Williams—2; W. E. Shockley
—1; Clovis T. Cook—1; Frank Cobbs—1; James
D. Buison—1; Paul Nichols—1; Mrs. Lucas—
i é W. I. Blanton—1; Miss Inez Cope—1; Total—

<

Ye num’rous sects
which all declare
#Lo Christ is here.
Lo Christ is there.”
Your stronger proofs
divinely give
And show me where
the Christians live. l

OLD PATI
ADVOCATE

“Where is Thy Church,
0, Savior. where?”
I heard the cry,
and then I heard:
“Here iz My Church
where men still dare
To take Me at My word.

and ye shall 'find rest for your souls.”

to Dwell in.” (Isa. 538:12).

“Thus saith’the Lord, ‘Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the Old Paths, where is the good way, and walk therein,
(Jer. 6:16} “And they that be of Thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt
raise.up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer of Paths
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NATIONS THAT FORGET JEHOVAH
By T. F. Thomasson :

Jehovah has blessed this nation above any na-
tion under the sun. For one hundred-fifty years
we have had a freedom that no other nation has
ever had—freedom to worship Him. And he has
given us a rule to be governed by in that worship,
but instead of us using this freedom to establish
this God given rule, we have taken advantage of
it to introduce into that worship every God dis-
honoring, soul destroying, hell deserving practice
that the human mind can imagine, until it has be-
come a stench in His nostrils, and the peril that
we now face is a solemn reminder that this free-
dom can be lost.

Jehovah hag given man the wisdom and knowl-
edge to bring into existence the many wonderful
things we have, such as the printing press, auto-
mobile, radio, and thousands of other wonderful
things, when rightly used can be a great blessing;
but we have made them a curse by using them to
gratify cur lust; hence, the peril that now con-
fronts us—James 4:1-4.

When God made man He placed him in Eden, a
veritable Paradise (Gen. 2:7-8), but man did not
stay there long. - He disobeyed God and was cast
out—(Gen. 3:23-24). We follow man on down
through the ages to the present time and see h}m
in the beginning of many nations that began with
God’s.blessing. But, man soon turned these bless-
ings into a curse, and the nations went down.

Jehovah has blest this nation above any other;
no doubt, to try us out and test us as to how we
wotld treat these blessings, and alas man has
abused them, making them a curse instead of a
blessing—read the 28th chapter of Deuteronomy.
1t seems that man, in his poor, puny, puerile st.ate,
just will not appropriate Jehovah’'s blessings
aright. By cooperating with Jehovah we could
have a veritable Paradise right here. .

“Oh,” but somebody .says, “this nation is a
Christian nation. - Just think of the many relig-
ious people in the nation.” Yes, I know there is
much religion, but very little respect for God’s
rule. The old Roman Catholic Church and her
harlot daughters constitute the Babylon we read
about in Rev. 17th and 18th chapters. Jehoval’l,
says, Rev. 18:4: “Come out of her my ppop‘le.
But it seems that this has been reversed; m.stgad
of coming out they are going in. The Christian
Church at one time worked to get folks out of
Babylon, but are now in, lock, stock, and barrel.
The majority of the Church of Christ, that once
fought so gallantly to get folks out, and keep them

out of Babylon, are now at least half in. You can-
pot get close to a whirlpool without being drawn
in,

“Oh,” but somebody says, “this is no time for
Christians to be crying out against certain things
the Church is practicing.” The prophets of old
did not talk that way: The greater the danger
the nation was in the louder they cried against
the evil practice among the people and warned
them of the peril they were in. Please read Isa.,
Jer., Eze. I maintain that if there ever was a
time to cry out against evil, both in and out of
the Church, it is now. Perhaps a few souls may
be snatched from the burning—(Jude ver. 23),
and it may be that Jehovah can find as many as
ten righteous persons and spare the nation—
(Gen. 18:32). We should cry out against every
unscriptural thing in the worship—against breads
~—(1 Cor. 10:17), against cups (Matt. 26:27; Mar.
14:23%; Luke 22:17; 1 Cor. 11:25) ; against classes
—(1 Cor. 14:81) ; women teaching in the Church
—(1 Cor. 14:84-35, 1 Tim. 2:12) ; instruments of
music —Amos 6:5, Job 21:1-13) ; against women
usurping authority over man —(Isa. 3:12; 1 Tim.
2:12); against women attiring themselves like
harlots— (Prov. 7:10) ; and cutting off their hair
like men—(1 Cor. 11:15); wearing apparel that
pertain to man —(Deut. 22:5) ; and both men and
women taking up with the foolish fads of the
world (1 Jno. 2:15-16). Many Christians take
up with them, also introduce in their worship
Babylonish methods; that is why I am saying
they are pitching their tents toward Babylon and
instead of getting others out, they are going in
themselves. But I can hear you saying, ‘“now,
that fellow is a fool,” All right; just say it. I
am truly glad to be a “fool for Christ’s sake”’—
(1 Cor. 4:10). :

Think of the night life in our nation’s capitol:
the feasting, banqueting, revelling, and such like,
and this by the very persons, to whom the nation
has entrusted the steering of the old Ship of
State. Such doing can steer the old Ship on the
breakers. I love my country. I am truly glad I
can say I am an American. I appreciate its free
institutions, that is why I write thus; I fear we
may lose it. But, we have abused this freedom,
religiously, socially, morally. politically, and ev-
ery other way. We should begin to seriously
consider the fact that this freedom can be
lost. I do not believe that ships, tanks and guns,
alone, can win this war (Psa. 44:1-10): but it
will take, a turning away from the immodest, im-
moral, debasing, debauching things the nation is:
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practicing (Read 2 Chron. 36:11-21).

God is with us when we honor Him, otherwise,
He will give us over to our enemies as all history
shows. I believe by practicing the things 1 have
mentioned, with many others, we are dishonor-
ing God. Hence, I plead with all God-fearing,
liberty-loving, folks to give these things their
serious consideration. If God is for us, who can
be against us? But God is for us only when we
honor Him. We honor Him when we do His will.
When we practice the things I have mentioned we
are doing things opposite to His will. Somebody
says it is silly to talk about these things. If it
is, the Bible is silly, for the Bible talks about
them. I do not believe this war is Armageddon,
but just another war (Matt. 24:6-7) ; brought on
by nations forgetting Jehovah.

TAKING A CHANCE

God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden and
told them they could eat of every tree except one,
and they understood that they were not to eat of
that tree, lest they die. But, the devil told them
they ‘would not die. 'So, they took a chance. Re-
sult—They died.

God told the “man of God” not to eat bread or
drink water in Bethel, and he understood that,
but the old prophet told him that an angel said
bring him back that he may eat bread and drink
water there. So, he took a chance, went back, and
ate bread, and drank water in that old prophet’s
house. Hence, he was slain by a lion (I Kings
13 chapter).

God told Noah just how to build the ark, and
he understood it. Hence, he didn’t take any
chance and build some other way, but did accord-
ing unto all that the Lord commanded. Result—
he and his house were saved from the flood. -

God told Naaman through Elisha to go and
wash in Jordan seven times, and he would be
clean of his leprosy, and he understood, but came
very near taking a chance by not doing as Elisha
told him, however, he finally obeyed. Hence, he
was cleansed (II Kings 5).

God has warned all of us to obey Him, but sin-
ners take a chance and do not obey him. Result
—they will be punished (II Thess. 1-7-9).

God said: “He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved” (Mk. 16-16). People understand
this, but many take a chance saying, they are
“saved by faith only.”
tism” (Rem. 6:3-4). People understand this, but
many take a chance, and have a little water
sprinkled on their heads, and call it baptism. A,
B. C, and D, have all obeyed the gospel and have
added to the Church. ) .

God said to sing and “A” understands that we
are to sing (Eph. 5:19), but he takes a chance and
adds instrumental music to the worship (also S.E.
and Cups) = Results—(II John 9). “B” won't
have insturments; says it is going beyond the
word of God, but will have 3. S. and Cups.

God said: “Let your women keep silence in the
Church. (1 Cor. 14:34), and “B” understands
this, but is taking a chance by adding the class
method of teaching and placing women as teach-
ers over classes—several at a time (See 1 Cor.

God said “buried in bap- .

14:31-34; 1 Tim. 2:12). Results (II John 9; Rev.
22:18). -“C” won't have music or 8. S., saying,
“We are thoroughly furnished unto every good
work” (II Tim. 3:17). God said that “Christ
took The Cup and gave it to them, and they all
drank of it” (Mark 14:23), but “C” takes a
chance and has a plurality of cups on the Lord’s
table. Results (II John 9; Rev. 22:18). “D”
won’t have musie, S. S., or Cups; says, “there is
no scripture for them, that Christ “gave us all
things that pertain to life and godliness’ (II Peter
1:8); therefore, does not take any chances, but
sings (Eph. 5:19), teaches one by one (1 Cor. 14:
31), lets the women keep silence in the -church
(1 Cor. 14:34), uses just “The (one) cup” as
Christ did. Hence, no one will dare say he is not
following the Exampler, and, therefore, safe.

“The hour cometh and now is, when the true
worshipers shall worship the father in Spirit and
in truth,” and the “Truth shall make you free”
(John 8:32). What is truth? “Thy word is
truth” (John 17:17). What does the word say?
“Ye may all prophesy one by one” (1 Cor. 14:31);
“Let your women keep silence in the churches”
(1 Cor. 14:34). “I suffer not a woman fo teach,
nor to usurp authority over man, but to be in si-
lence” (1 Tim. 2:12); and “Christ took the cup,
gave thanks, gave to them, and they all drank of
it.” (Mark 14; 28).

“If you love me keep my commandments” (John
14:15). What are the commandments? “Let
your women keep silence in the church,” is one
command (1 Cor. 14: 37). “Keep the otrdnances
as I delivered them to you” is another (1 Cor. 11:
2). Paul delivered “The,” “This,” “That Cup’—
All singular (1 Cor, 11:25).

“If any man speak let him speak as the oracles
of God” (1 Pet. 4:11); The Oracles—"‘Let your
women keep silence in the Churches,” “He took
the Cup, gave it to them, and they all drank of it”
(Mark 14:23); “Mark them that cause division
and offences contrary to the doctrine which you
have learned” (Rom. 16:17). S. S. and Cups
cause division, for no one can find where Paul
used them; and Paul “Kept back nothing that
was profitable” (Acts 20:20); but ‘“declared. all
the council of God” (Acts 20:27). But, some will
say Paul was only speaking to the church at
Corinth, when he said, “Let the women keep .si-
lence in the churches.” If so, then God was a re-
spector of persons. And, some say the word “Cup”
(Matt. 26:27) means the fruit of the vine. If so,
what was the container called? One writer on the
Cups question said: “Did the wine of the com-
munior obtain the name “Cup” from a literal ves-
sel of that name? Absolutely so! But it did not
get name “Cup” from any vessel that Jesus used
the night he instituted the Lord’s Supper. In-.
stead, that figure had been used for centuries be-
fore Christ instituted the Lord’s Supper.” So,
if the name “Cup” clung to the wine by its having
been in a cup before, so could any other vessel that
it had been in. I find in Jer. 35:5 where “wine was
in Pots,” hence that name had as much right to
cling to the wine as “cup.” Also, in 1 Sam. 1:24,
we have wine in a “bottle,” so that narme could
cling to wine, too. If not, why not? Therefore,
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“gfter the same manner He took the cup (pot,
bottle, ete.), when He had supped, saying this
cup (pot, bottle) is the New Testament in my

" plood” (1 Cor. 11:25). 2 Pet. 2:1 speaks of some

that would deny the Lord that bought them. The
Lord, through Paul, said: “Let your women keep
silence in the churches,” but they say, “Let your
women teach a cless.” But if that class is not in
the church it is of the world (Matt. 15:18). Paul
said: “Keep the ordinances as I delivered them
to you,” but he delivered “The,” “this,” “that,”
“g cup,” but they say, “have all the cups you
want.”’ Paul said: “The things which ye have
both learned, and received, and heard, and seen
in me, do, and the God of peace shall be with you”
(Phil. 4:9). Whoever heard of Paul dividing the
assembly into classes and putting women teachers
over those classes? But, whoever “heard, learn-
ed, received, or saw” Paul using cups in the Com-
munior? Paul wanted us all to “speak the same
things that there be no divisions among us”_ 1
Cor: 1:10), and Christ prayed that “we all mlght
be one” (Jno. 17:21). “Faith cometh by hearing
and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17),
and “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Rom, 14:
23), but the S. S. and cups neither came by hear-
ing nor by faith, but of man. All will agree that
to sing without an instrument; teach one by one,
and that a man; use but one drinking vessel in
the Communion in one assembly; is Secriptural
and right; so why take a chance? We may lose
our home in Heaven! “Except the Lord build the
house, they labor in vain that build it” (Ps. 127:
1). Do not take a chance!

—E. 0. Evitt, Dublin, Texas.

PREACHED A DELUSION

“Rarly in the 19th century came a revival @n the
study of prophecy that was believed to point fo
the VERY near coming of the Lord .for the con-
summation of all things spoken by him, the Pro-
phets and the Apostles. But somehow the Scrip-
tures that gave the most definite, clear and com-
prehensive teaching on the time and 9qnd1t1ons
of the second coming in the whole Bible, were
overlooked or ignored. Hence false hopes were
created, and the eyes of many were turned from
the work assigned the church to the reward all
are anxious to receive.” —Adventist, in P. T. M,
Oct. 19, 1933. )

Reply : Yes, the preaching of this falsehood did
more to discredit the Bible than did that of the
attacks of all the infidels in the land. Do not say
of these plain Scriptures, “forgotten.’_’ They were
“ignored” by these “jmminent-coming” pljeac}.l-
ers. The Bible reads the same now that it did
then. After this delusive bubble burst, the
Whites (boosted by Ellen G’s vision) took up
“Sabbath keeping,” which they got from the
Seventh Day Baptists at first and later from a
“yigion,” and made this the burden of their ory.
_The others fell into “materialism,” and took “the
nature of man” as their shibboleth (test-word of
a party) in preaching. But many 0D both §1des
began to figure and tell us wherein Miller missed
it, and began to set.dates with no better outcome
than he did. —

But we are glad to note that some Adventists
are coming to their sober senses, and quote the
writer of the foregoing as evidence. He says
again: :

“To my mind a better and more Secriptural
teaching is to emphasize the FACT of Christ’s
‘Second Coming’ and then use our time and ener-
gies in witnessing to the truth of the Gospel and
carry it as fast as possible to every community
and to ‘Every creature’ in ‘All the world,” leaving
TIME of his coming with the Father, who alone
can know (Acts 1:7), with the assurance that he
will return according to his own statement (Matt.
24:14) when the Church has finished the work
assigned her in the ‘Great Commission” as quoted
at the head of this article. The Father alone must
be the judge when these conditions are fully met.”
I say, Amen. Had this sane course been taken,
what a mess of falsehood and disappointment
would have been avoided, besides the good that
might have been done by preaching the truth!

—H. C. Harper

PASSED ON

Phillips.—Brother John Thomas Phillips was
born at Collinsville, Alabama, May 29, 1863, and
died at Portales, N. M., May 20, 1942.

Brother Phillips obeyed the gospel in 1884 and
began to preach in 1896. He remained faithful
until the end as a2 minister of the gospel.

He is survived by his wife and eight of the
sixteen children born to them. May they mever
falter in the Christian life.

Funeral services were conducted by the writer
at Portales and words of consolation and encoutr-
agement were spoken by Bro. J. V. Speights at
the cemetery.—Ervin Waters, Montebello, Calif.

OUR HELPERS

Here is your acknowledgment of the subs. we
received from May 20 to June 20. Please check
this list carefully and report any errors to us at
once. Many thanks to all for the hearty response
to the call for more subs. The list this time is
very encouraging, and will you all not work
faithfully to even increase this each month? You
need the OPA, and it needs your support.

Homer L. King—18; Ervin Waters—9; Clovis
T. Cook—4: T. F. Thomasson—4; Miss Leslie
Beth Byford—4; Mattie M. Loyd—4; R. L. Baker
—3; Carlos B. Smith—3; L. N. Byford—4; Paul
Nichols—2: Mrs. W. L. Rawdon—2; Barney Welch
—2; H. E. Robertson—2; Mrs. Verdie Poteet—2;
J. E. Jones—1; J. J. Reece—1; G. H. Horton—1;
Mrs. Louise Lacy-~1; A. D. McNiel—1; Geo. J. P.
Masser—1: J. H, Sharp—1; D. A. Moore—1; Mrs.
Presha Turk—1; A. A. Patterson—I1; Dow Fan-
cher—1; Raymond Bray—1; Total 75.

DONATION TO THE OPA OFFICE FUND

Hugh Milner and Wife :
Many thanks to all for the interest shown in the

welfare of the paper. —Publishers
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“BUY THE TRUTH AND SELL IT NOT”

In Prov. 28:23, we have this proverb “Buy the
truth, and sell it not!” As I gaze upon the above
caption my mind runs back to many Christians
during ‘“peace times” who did not believe in war,
nor did they believe in being put into a condition
where they couldn’t go to worship on Lord’s Days;
such as jobs that would take them away from the
Church into a place where there is no Christian
fellowship, and demand that they work on Lord’s
days. Remember, brethren, that during those
days good paying jobs were not so plentiful, and,
perhaps, many thought that our country would
never be brought into war, or if it should, they
would take their stand, as a Christian, against
such, believing the Bible; “Thou shal: not kill.”

Brethren, I believe you were right. You “bought
the truth” on this matter, but I’'m wondering now
as I go from place to place, just how many have
“SOLD OUT”?

Jesus said; “I am the way, the TRUTH and the
life” (Jno. 14:6) To have the truth is to have
the Christ (“the Prince of Peace”—Isa. 9:6).
Judas, once had the Christ (the TRUTH) but he,
like many others. today, “sold out.” Perhaps, some
think, that they will sell now while prices are
high, and buy back later. It’s no wonder that re-
ligion is not respected, for the rulers can see that
we are not honest, when once we talk against a
thing and later, if we see that there is a chance to
make a few more dollars, regardless of where it
takes us, or of how many Lord’s days it may keep
us away from worship, we begin to talk for it.
T recently heard of a party that didn’t believe in
putting money in a bank, but when he was ask
‘why he had put a certain amount in the bank just
a short time before, he replied, “Oh well, we don’t
consider that we have that.” Then, he was ask
what he would do if the banker considered it the
same way? I believe there are jobs that a Chris-
tian can do and yet live the Christian life, which
jobs are vital to defense, both in the “Civil Ser-
vice” and in defense factories, ete. But, T would
not volunteer for these jobs, for when once you
are connected with them, there isn’t much you
can do, if they should ask you to go over-seas or
work on Lord’s Days. o

Wheén we get into this kind of work, and have to
work on Lord’s days, we, usually, begin to look:

for a way out, such as changing the hour of wor-
ship, meeting in the home, night Communion, ete.
It may be possible that this is permissable, but
when we alter things to suit ourselves it looks
like the class, of whom Jesus spoke, when he said,
“O ye of little faith” (Matt. 6:30). It looks as if
we “sold” the appointed hour of worship for work,
and are trying to “buy” another. We may live in
the same town, where there is a congregation, but
because we have a job that keeps us away from
the morning service, we “sell” it and try to buy
the night service. Since the cost of living has
gone up of late many have changed jobs for better
wages. I do not claim this is wrong as long as you
can worship God.

But, “what about the preacher ?” some one said.
Much about him. Can he “sell out” for a defense

job? The brethren have much to say, when it in-

volves.the preacher.
vanced for him, too.

The cost of living has ad-
Remember as it is the

preacher’s duty to preach, it is the brethren’s duty

to attend when he preaches. It'may be necessary
for some preachers to leave the field to support
their families, because so many have “scld out”
and have forgotten God, church, and the preacher.
How then can he carry on? His duties are virtu-
ally the same, the support very little more, if any,
and yet if he doesn’t take his family, sell his pro-
perty, and go where the brethren want him to go;
even though he would have preached just as
much and perhaps, in fields that need it worse;
they think he is unfaithful. The result is, usually,
when he gets there he finds some have gotten
“over-patriotic” and have “sold their time” to
some one else, hence can’t be at the Lord’s Day
worship, much less at all the other services.

I agree with Brother Waters, when he said
that he could not take the “Soldier’s Oath” as
quoted in the June issue of the O.P.A. under the
title. “Can A Christian Take It?” One might
serve in the non-combative branch of the service,
were it not for that oath. “Buy the truth, and sell
it not.” ~—Clovis T. Cook.

SONG BOOKS

Songs of Zion—is the title of our new 1942 all-
purpose song book. It has a wonderful reception;
9,000 sold to date. It contains 192 pages, 192
songs; about 90 new songs; the rest old songs,
hymns, and later songs. Satisfaction guaranteed
or money refunded. Price: 35c per copy; $3.80
per dozen; $7.50 per 25; $14.50 per 50; $28.00
per 100, prepaid to any address. Send all orders
to Old Paths Advocate, Rte 2, Lebanon, Missouri.

THE KING’S PILOT

This is the title of a good song book, compiled
by Frank Grammer and McClung, of recent publi-
cation, but a few years old. It is about the same
size as the Songs of Zion, containing both old and
new songs, suitable for all religious purposes. If
you have not already used this book, I think you
will like it for a change. The regular price is 35¢
per copy, but Bro. Grammer writes me they are
making a special price now of 15¢ per copy, any
number. Send all orders to Old Paths Advocate,
Rte. 2, Lebanon, Missouri.
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BROTHER GAY IMPROVING.
Since our last to the readers of the OPA about: .

(. Brother Gay’s condition he was very mear to

death’s door, according to reliable reports, and his
condition is still quite serious and questionabie.
Early in June he suddenly began a hemorrhage
of the stomach, which came near being fatal.
However, we are glad to report that he seems to
be improving satisfactorily, and it is believed that
he may soon leave the hospital for home. I visit-
ed him June 20, and he requested me to tell all his
friends through the paper that he is getting along
‘as well as could be expected, and that he appreci-
ates the kind letters and liberal donations re-
ceived, thus far. An acknowledgment of all do-
nations received is promised for the next issue of
the paper. We urge all the faithful to continue
'to remember Brother Gay and his family in their
prayers. —Homer L. King.

Clayton R. Fancher, Wichita Falls, Texas, June
16.—The church here at Kemp Blvd. and Ave. K
has just closed a good meeting, of one week, with
Brother King doing the preaching. There were
eight confessions of faults, and all were much
strengthened. The. crowds and interest were
good.

Fred Roberson (colored), Lawrenceburg, Tenn.,
June 9.—We are looking forward to Bro. G. A.
Canfield’s coming this summer to preach for us, if
the white brethren will assist him financially to
make the trip here, We are hungry for the word,
but few in number. We are still trusting in our
Heavenly Father.

. G. A. Canfield (colored), Marion, La., June 9.—

"1 plan to go to Tenn. to assist Bro. F. R. Roberson
in a series of meetings the first of August. There
are just a faithful few meeting there, and we are
trusting the white brethren to help us. I plan to
preach some in Miss. in July as we pass through
en route to Lawrenceburg, Tenn.

R. L. Baker, Cameron, Texas, June 14.—The
Sand Grove and the Gause brethren were with us
today, at Marlow, and we really did enjoy the asso-
ciation. The young preacher, Bro. Casterman,
taught the morning lesson, and I taught the even-
‘ing lesson. I am to be with the Gause brethren
next Lord’s day. We are looking forward to Bro.
King's meeting in September.

G. H. Horton, Hood River, Oreg., May 28.—-—We
are still meeting for worship in our home, with
some others meeting with us. We hope thaii we
can have another meeting in thi-s part sometime.
If: any of the brtehren are passing this way, we
shall be very glad to have them stop over with us

for worship. It is encouraging to see in the OPA
what the brethren are doing elsewhere.

Clarence Kessinger, Box 42, Spring Hill, W. Va.,
June 16.—I was with the faithful brethren at
Winfrede, W. Va., Lord’s days. May 31 and June
6. I certainly enjoyed their hospitality. June 14
I was with the church at Mallory Chapel. We
certainly did enjoy the preaching by Bro. King at
Spring Hill, and we think he is a wonderful
preacher. Pray for me and the work here.

J. L. Sims, Ada, Okla., June 15.—The church
here on West 6th St. has just closed a good meet-
ing of two weeks duration, with Bro. H. E. Robert-
son doing the preaching, which was forceful, log-
ical, and to the point, and we think he is a good
preacher. He endeared himself to the congrega-
tion here. Three were baptized and one restored.

Mattie M. Loyd, Pomona, Calif.,, June 14.—At
Monrovia today we had a fine sermon, delivered
by Bro. C. A. Trevillion, warning that if there
ever was a time when God’s people should stand
together it is now. Brother Ervin Waters cer-
tainly did well on his subject in the June issue of
the OPA. I am ordering more of the “Clark-King
Discussion” for circulation here.

T. F. Thomasson, Artesia, New Mex., June 16.—
The Lord willing, I shall be with the church at
Belton, Texas, for a meeting, beginning July 5,
and possibly other meetings in that part; then
home to be with Bro. John L. Reynolds in our
meeting, after which I go to McDonald, New Mex.
for a meeting, Aug. 16. The church in Trechado is
doing nicely. Bro. Z. Pate gave us a good lesson
last Lord’s day, when we had all-day services.

Lynwood Smith, Brookhaven, Miss., June 13.—
We are looking with much concern.to the coming
of Brother Cook to this part in the near future.
Brethren Carlos and Sam Smith are developing
into able teachers. Grafton Smith, also, is a good
teacher. We appreciate these boys very much. I
am doing what I can in the Master’s cause. We
have new song books and we meet each Lord’s
day afternoon to practice.

J. E. Jones, Temple, Texas, May 26.—We are doing fine at
present. Brother Ervin Waters is to hold our meeting next
month. It is sad, indeed, to note that “war news” has crowded
out religious matters largely, even in the church. But, this
is just another trial of the faithful in these perilous times,
which will carry away many of the weaklings. We regret to
hear of Brother Gay's being in a serious condition, and we
pray for his immediate recovery.

Fred Kirbo, Davis , Okla.,, May 26.—Now, brethren don't get
me wrong, and think that just because I plow a little in the
“corn field” that I have quit preaching. I put preaching first,
and I mean to preach the word, but it seems that a preacher
must have a side-line to make a go of it in the winter, when
the brethren crawl in their holes and hybernate. 1 preached
last Lord’s day at Sulphur, and I have a number of meetings
to hold.

Earl Johnson, 368 W. 6thSt., Ada, Okla., June 10.—Our
.meeting closed June 7, with Brother Robertson doing the
preaching. Three were baptized and one confessed faults.
The teaching gave us courage to press on the upward way.
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Brother Kirbo was with us the 6th. inst. We certainly do
enjoy Bro. Fred's lessons. We cordially invite all Yoyal breth-
ren to visit us and to worship with us.

W. P, Perser, Rte. 2, Lubbock, Texas, June 18.~Cur meet-
ings closed May 31, and was conducted by Brother Ervin
Waters. One was baptized and the little congregation was
encouraged to press on. Bro. Exvin gave us some good lessons.
Don’t forget our location for worship, 2012 3rd St. and Temple
Ave., when passing this way, for we shall be glad to have
you worship with us. Pray that we may always do the things
that are acceptable to the Lord.

C. H. Lee, Rte. 2, Lebanon, Missouri, June 18.—I was re-
cently with the brethren at the Fieldstone church, near Van-
zant, Mo. They seem to be more closely united since Bro.
King's meeting this spring. The next two Lord’s days I was
with the home church, assisting in the teaching and otherwise.
Last Lord’s day I was with Cable Ridge brethren. I found
about all at the post of duty. Let us work, wateh, and pray,
since we do not know the “day nor the hour” our Lord will
come.

~ Chas. D. Palmer, Kinston, Ala., June 18.—Recently Bro.
Reynolds and I visited the little congregation in Houston
County. The 5th Sunday in May we enjoyed an all-day
meeting with lunch at the noon hour, at Ponce De Leon, Fla.
Brethren Reynolds and Perdue preached at the morning ser-
vice and I in the afternoon. I was at Black, Ala., last week-
end, being my second trip there. We have one family there,
who would like to establish the cause in that part. I am to
be with the home chureh next Lord’s day.

Frank Grammer, 116% W. Truslow Ave., Fullerton, Calif.,
May 25—~Wife and I, with our two little girls, Elaine and
Joyce, have moved to the above address. We regretted to
leave our many friends in Texas and Arkansas, but we
thought a better opportunity for us was available here, and we
have found the field ripe for gospel preachers and singers. - We
hope for greater things, and we ask the brethren to note our
change of address when in need of singing schools. We shall
continue to. handle and publish gospel song books. Please,
include us in your prayers, brethren.

Clovis T. Cook, San Antonic, Texas, June 15—I left the
state of Calif, May 17th with’ Bro. Ervin Waters and wife,
after the night service, which was held at the Monrovia St.
church. I 'enjoyed the work in that part and hope that I can
return to do more preaching. I began a meeting at Fairview,
Texas, June 6th this being my sixth meeting there. We had
fair meetings, but due to “war and defense” many of the
members have been taken away. I am to begin a meeting with
the church in San Antonio, Tex., June 17th. Brethren, surely,
we can see the inevitable result, when “nations forget God”.

M. J. Buffington, 217 Hot Wells Blvd., San Antonio, Texas,
June 11.—Since my last report I had the pleasure of being
with the little congregation at Munday, Texas, which I en-
joyed very much. They seem to be very enthusiastic in serv-~
ing God. Recently I visited the Taylor and Waller St. church
in Austin, I am now attending a series of meetings at Fair-
view, Texas, conducted by Bro. Clovis Cook. We are enjoying
the fine lessons. We are ‘looking forward to his meeting in
the above place next week. These are trying times, but let vus
remember the Lord has said: “I will never leave thee nor
forsake thee’.

Joe H. Howard, Dora, Mo., June 14—Since my last to the.

OPA, I held a short meeting at Alta Vista, Xansas. I helieve
much good was done, The 8. S. and cups brethren in town
agreed to lay down all their scriptural practices, and the
loyal brethren agreed to meet with them. I was with the
brethren in Lebanon over Lord’s day, with two sermons and
lunch on the ground. Next Lord’s day I go to the Lund
School house, near Gainsville. July 11, I am to begin a
meeting at Claxton, near Lebanon. From there to Arkansas
and on to Tenn. Pray for me and the work .

H. E. Robertson, Phillipsburg, Mo., June 11.—I began a ser-
ies of meetings May 24, with the faithful brethren in Ada,
Okla., continuing over three Lord’s days. Although this church
was established but a short time ago, we now have a good

congregation there, Somie of the brethren are much inter-
ested in the work. We baptized three and one was restored.
We appreciated the visits by Bro. Kirbo in this meeting. I
am now at Council Hill, Okla, being hindered by the rains.
I go next to Seminole, beginning June 20. All are invited to
be with us there.

Barney Welch, Box 111, Spring Hill, W. Va., June 18.—After
the splendid short meeting at Spring Hill, conducted by Bro.
King I began a mission meeting at Rumble, continuing for
two weeks. The results were 4 baptized and 3 restored, and
a congregation being established, under the .able leadership
of Brethren Clifford Massey and Hermon Hudson. We re-
joice over the prospects of future work there. Next Satur-
day I am to go to Prenter to preach, and we may hold a series
of meetings there soon, if the prospects look good. By the
time this reaches the readers of the OPA, I shall have made
a trip to Texas, where wife and daughter are now visiting;
returning immediately to this part for more work. Bro. Bob
Skeens, a young man, who is a good prospect for a preacher,
assisted me in the work at Rumble. Pray for us.

L. B.Badgett, 648 DeQueen Blvd., Port Arthur, Texas, June
11.~I am just in home from a month of work in Louisiana,
near Bastrop. Attendance and interest were good, but only
two were baptized, but they were heads of families. Many
heard the gospel and were almost persuaded. We hope for a
harvest in some meetings there this summer and fall. We
have planned to hold other mission meetings nearby, too. As
time permits I mean to hold mission meetings in Ark, Okla.,
and Kansas. If those interested would assist me in buying a
new canvas for tent, I should be able to put in 7 or 8 months
of the year in destitute places, instead of 3 or 4. Too, we
should have some folding chairs for this work, I desire the
prayers of the faithful.

Paul 0. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood, Calif., June 15
—Since my last report.to the paper, I have done very little
preaching other than in and around Marysville. I have been
in this vieinity for over a month, doing evangelistic :work,

with the exception of four days I spent at home. While at.

home I witnessed the marriage of Bro. Ralph Mustard’s broth-
er, Fred, and Sister Evelyn Hoover. Bro. Chester King of-
ficiated. The congregation at Marysville is growing not only
in spiritunality, but in numbers. It is young, yet full of zeal.
We have three meetings a week for teaching God’s word, in
spite of the tire situation. One of these meetings is held at
a Farm Workers Camp near here. I have heen teaching sing-
ing. Brethren, let's train ourselves to use the sword of the
spi:;}t with accuracy. “If God be for us, who can be against
us?

Ralph E, Mustard, Montebello, Calif., June 13.——Recentl§f
I have been doing considerable preaching to the home congre-
gations. The need for more preaching in these perilous times
is certainly a necessity, when people are forgetting God. I
came to Fresno, Calif,, June 9, to begin some mission work in
this section. The Lord willing, I mean to stay six or eight
weeks. Tht place of meeting .is the corner of Ovange and
Ventura Streets. Anyone passing this way will find a hearty
welcome. We enjoyed the short stay of Brother Clovis
Cook in this state, and we regret that he could not stay
longer at that time, but we long for his return. May the
grace of our Lord he with you all.

T. R. Chappell, Eola, Texas, June 11.—After Brother Gill’s
report concerning the condition  of the church here, I believe
an explanation will be of value to our readers. From the
time I came to Eola until the effort to unite both congrega-
tions, there seemed to be expressions of hatred, malice, and
envy manifested. 'Too, we have had all along in our member-
ship some who thought the S. S. and two or more cups’were
all right, but this condition seemed to be satisfactory with all,
since the worship was in harmony with the Bible. Yes, and

"we used a disloyal preacher, from San Angelo. But, now that

we have the same form of worship in the other house;, and
all united on this (at least all adopted the same form), why is
it not satisfactory? Of course, we still have some who need
to be taught, but we cannot teach them by manifesting hatred,
etec. Instead of holding the light in a way that they might
see and believe, some seem to be disposed to want to blow
out the spark of light and lave by manifesting the wrong spirit,
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it seems to me. No, we have not had any so-called two-cups

" preacher to preach for us since coming together. One drop-
‘ped in one Sunday night to fry us out on a proposition of the

“hired pastor” system, but- failing, has not been back since.
Christ prayed that we all might be one. All Christians should
desire unity. But, if we are wrong may God bless us with
understanding, that we may do right.

Ervin Waéers, 419 West Ave. H, San Angelo, Texas, June 15.
—May 14 I preached at Monrovia, Calif. and then heard Bro.
Clovis Cook for three nights at Siskiyou St. L. A., and Mon-
rovia. We worshipped at Montbello May 17. Bro. Clovis came
with wife and I as far as Clovis, N. M., on our trip to Texas,
and we certainly enjoyed his company. My wife and I en-
joyed a visit of two nights in the home of Bro. Speights, at
Littlefield, Texas, and May 21 he took 'us to Portales, N. M,
where I conducted the funeral services of Bro. John Thomas
Phillips, a gospel preacher. May 22 I began a series of
meetings with the Lubbock church and continued through
May 31, with one baptism resulting. We made our home with
Bro. and Sister Perser, two fine Christians. Bro. Jack Bledsoe,
of Abilene, Texas, was in charge of the song services during
the meeting. He is a fine young preacher. We visited in San
Angelo, Texas, for four nights, and 1 preached one of those
nights in the home of my father-in-law, Bro. L. T. Cryer; to
a nice audience with one restoration. Several meet for wor-
ship at his home every Lord’s day. June 5 we began a series
of meetings with my old home church, at Temple, Texas.
These meetings closed last night, and we believe the church
is stronger than ever for the primitive faith. We will be at
Healdton, Okla., June 21-July 5; at Ottumwa, Iowa, and viein-
ity July 10-31, and at Lebanon, Missouri, August 2-10, the
Lord willing, Brethren, “who can separate us from the love of

God 7"

Homer L. King, Rte. 2, Lebanon, Missouri, June 23.—1t was
a pleasure to know that the churches in W. Va. were doing
so well, especially at Spring Hill. From there I went to Mid-
dletown, Ohio, for a visit with my daughter and family, and
on to Harrodsburg, Indiana, where I preached 5 days, baptized
one. It was good to meet the good people there again and be
associated with them. Coming via home for a few days, I
began a series of meetings with the faithful in Wichita Falls,
Texas, June 7, at corner of Kemp Blvd. and X Ave, We con-
tinued for a week, with eight confessions of faults. The
interest and attendance were good in spite of the rains.
These brethren were talking much of either buying a suit-
able building or of building ene. They are under the leader-
ship of Brethren Dow, Clayton, and Cleo Fancher, Clements,
Carson, Cleary, and possibly, others, I cannot recall just now.
Brethren, from the Healdton, and the Carter churches co-
operated nicely, also many from the 4th and Broadway con-
gregation attended regularly, which was appreciated much.
T am now with the faithful-in Okla. City, located on 28th St.,
having begun June 21. The meetings are three days old, and
three have confessed faults. The attendance is not as good
as we would like, but interest is fair. We are to continue
until over the 28th at least. After this meeting, I mean to go
via Healdton for the July 4 meeting, en route to McAlester,
Oklahoma, to begin- a series of meetings July 6 and continue
two weeks. The 4th Lord’s day in July I am to begin at Sep-
tinel, Okla., ‘continuing for two weeks. We urge brethren in
reach to make a note of the above meetings and attend all you
can. Brother Ervin Waters is to assist in a series of meetings,
beginning Aug. 2, at the new church in Lebanon, Mo. May all
be ready for their meetings and work faithfully for the sal-
vation of souls. When you pray, remember me and the work.

FROM A CIVILIAN PUBLIC SERVICE CAMP
By Batsell Moore

These camps are administered chiefly by the
Church of The Brethren, the Mininites, and the
Quakers; and they occupy former C.C.C. Carr}ps.
The occupants of these camps are the “conscien-
tous objectors” who are drafted, but who refuse
to serve in any branch of the army, or fighting
force.

The above threé denominations appropriate $35

per month for each man in such camps, whether
a member or not. Work done by these camps is
officiated by the government in such branches
as Soil Conservation and Forestry Service.

A more democratic way of life cannot be found
than the way of life in these camps, and a better
opportunity to develop leaders and teachers for
the church cannot be had. I pray God that men’s
eyes may be opened to the vast difference in serv-
ing the Lord freely and whole heartly, and in try-
ing to serve the Lord with a power ahead of his
Maker in his own mind. The Lord is first in the
Christian race and in these camps we have the lib-
erty of putting Him first. A man cannot enter
any branch of the army, without taking an oath,
and since the New Testament teaches us to “swear
not at all”; “neither by any other oath”, ete., I
think a Christian should consider seriously the
taking of such an oath.

Many times now de we hear the so-called glam-
our words of a “man dying for his country”, but
how often do we ever hear the almost forgotten
words, “a man living for his God”? If we are to
live for God, we must put Him first, while we put
everything else second or third, etc. Let us do all
we can for this wonderful America, which God
gave us, as a place of freedom and liberty, but let
us never forget that God is our Creator and the
Creator of America. In this life we may gain our
“olory” here or here-after. In order to gain it
here-after, we Christians must forget the “glory”
here, which comes as a result of worldly or tem-
poral achievement. Christians should realize by
now that this earthly life is filled yith trials, tri-
bulations, and persecutions. And, to escape these
in this life, one must go astray from the right
way. It is not my intentions to try to persuade
anyone to take the “minority stand” as the easler
course in life, which would be a delusion; for the
“minority stand” is by far the greater and more
difficult test. But, how could we expect the Chris-
tian life to be one of roses and without a test or
trial? I want all to know that persecutions will
come upon the “conscientious objector” time after
time, but we should, as the Christians of old, be
willing to “suffer shame for His name”, in honor
of ‘the One Who suffered shame for us in dying
for us on Calvary. Can.we not resolve to do any-
thing for our Lord says, no matter what the pubhc
may say or do? Why should we not be willing to
deny ourselves the “glory” () of being a .carnal
soldier, for the glory of being a Christian or
spiritual soldier?

Some of us Christian boys have been separated
from the home church but that is no reasom why
we should not keep up the good work. In.the
camp at Magnolia, Ark., about 11 of us worshlp;ed
each Lord’s day and one night each week. Win-
ning others from error is encouraging here. Our
talent in singing, teaching, and praying, has de-
veloped and increased more than we ever thought,
hence we should be physically, mentally, and

_spirituallyfit to establish and lead congregations,

when this upheaval is over.
Six of us boys of the Church of Christ have
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been transterred to Santa Barbara, Calif., and ‘we

"are carrying on the work as best we can, while the
others are doing the same. at Magnolia, Ark. May -

all our lights so shine that we might gain some
lost soul to Christ, and may what I have written
help other young men to take the right step in
this terrible conflict. We trust that your prayers
for us will strengthen us to persevere in this un-
godly world which seeKs to strangle the- last
breath of Christian life from its face. .

—Los Prietos, C.P.S. Camp, Star Route, Santa

Barbara, California.

Note:—Our ﬁrayers- and sympathy go out to

- Brother Batsell in his persecutions and trials, but" -

we thank God for such stalwart faith and courage
to stand up for his convictions, regardless of the
" conesquences... The trials of this time convinces
us that we have but few such Christians. "

—Publishers.

CLARK-KING DISCUSSION
If you are bothered with cups advocates in
your community, send for a supply of this neat
tract, containing a discussion of the number of
drinking vessels to be used by one assembly.
Price: 10c per copy; $1.00 per dozen, prepaid.
Order from Old Paths Advocate.

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

“The June issue of the Old Paths Advocate was
extra fine.”—Chas D. Palmer, Alabama. -

‘“Here is my renewal to the OPA. I don’t want
to miss an issue of it. I am trying to interest
others in reading the paper, as it helps to encour-
age friendship and furnishes one with important
news we need to know. We pray that Bro. Gay
gets well soon. Come to see us.—J. B. Jones, Tex.

. “My prayer is that the Lord may continue to
bless you in your labor of love.”—L. B. Badgett,
Texas. : -

“I enjoyed very much the article by Bro. Waters
in the June issue of the OPA. Let us digest it
thoroughly, as it is of much value to the Christian.
May God be with you ever.”—Raglph E. Mustard,
California. - ) -

“I have enjoyed reading the last two issues of
the OPA very much, even above others. I especi-
ally liked Bro. King’s article in the May issue and
Bro. Waters’ in the June issue, which gave me
- much light. We think of you brethren often.”

’ —Lynwood Smith, Mississippi.

“I have just been reading the good OPA, June
issue, and it is full of God’s wonderful love. May
He bless you and keep you in good health, that you
may keep the good work going.”

—Mrs. Verdie Potet, Oklahoma. -

“T am enclosing a subseription to the OPA, with
best wishes for all.—T. F. Thomasson, New Mex.

“I am enclosing a renewal to the OPA. We see
by reading the paper, and we certainly do enjoy it.

-Bible and meditate upbfp it.

“ Christian warfare with, “Here I .am Lord.

. 8O0 many l»enco'uraging things brethren are dding,

When-we read the paper, we feel that we.can al-
most hear the writers speak in person.. We wish
everyone could -have the OPA in their homes. We
wish you could come out.this way this summer,:
God’s blessings be with you.”—G. H. Horton, Ore.:

“T am sending subs. to the OPA, and I want to

do all I can for it. I anxiously await every issue.” -

—Carlos B. Smith, Mississippi.

“Here are three su}:;;_f;)—r—the OPA. I surély do |

enjoy reading it and of the good work being done.

I wish it could be in every home.”—R. L. Baker, -

Texas.

“T am sending four subs, to the OPA, and if the -

new subscribers love the Lord, they will enjoy the-

paper. May the Lord bless you in this good work .

and give you a home in Heaven.”
—fMattie M. Loyd, . .California

“I think the OPA is a very fine paper, and I love

to read it. I especially liked the article, ‘Can A

Christian Take It?’, by Bro. Waters in the June

issue. May we have more of that kind.” .
—Clarence  Kessinger, W, Va.

WHY WE ARE WEAK
By J. E. Phillips

In 1 Cor. 11:29, 30 we read, “For he that eateth

-and drinketh unworthily, eateth and - drinketh

damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s
body.. For this cause many are weak and sickly
among you and many sleep.” This teaches us
that partaking of the Lord’s Supper is useless and
even harmful unless we are really trying to live
the Christian life. We nfust remember the great
pain and sacrifice of Cglvary.” We must study the
Herein lies strength
the
I'm
willing to do everything you want me to do.” Then
study the Bible daily; the fight would be easier.

Sometimes we see Christiang. whose strength

and power. If every *person would enter

and steadfastness we admire. - Often we wonder .

how we can become stronger. The word of God is
to the spirit what food is to the body. It is Life.
Without it we die spiritually. We readily agree

that when food is denied the body a few days we™ -

begin to weaken.  The same is true of the spirit
when we neglect reading our Bibles. ;

Sometimes we hear people say, “I just can’t
understand the Bible.” 1t certainly would take a
wise person to read a few chapters and under-
stand all the sixty-six books reveal. It takes
reading and concentration and a sincere desire to
learn the truth. Then there are some things we
will never fully understand until time ceases to
be. But anyone who is willing to live as Christ
demands can learn how if he wants to learn.

So the easiest, best, and only way to be strong-
er Christians, is to give ourselves wholly to the
Lord’s service. Remember that life of purity our
Saviour lived, His death, burial, and resurrection,
when we partake of His body and blood. Read
your Bibles daily. This do if you would be strong.
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which all declare
“Lo Christ is here.
Lo Christ is there.” -

Your stronger proofs
y_divinely give

Anid show me where
Sthe Christians live.

-~
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Ye hum’rous sectsf‘ ! 01 i

) PT HS

“Where is Thy Church,
0O, Savior, where?”

I heard the cry,
and then I heard:

“Here is My Church
where men still dare
To take Me at My word.”

of Paths to*Dwell in.” (Isa. 58:12).

oo S N - .

] “Thus saith the Lord, ‘Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the Old Paths, where is the good way, and walk there-
in, and ye shall find rest f.or your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) “And they that be of Thee shall build the old waste places: thou
shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer
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{ $  PROI'HECY OF DANIEL 8:1-25
= - By H. C. Harper

Here Medo-Persia and Greece and the breaking
up of the Grecian kingdom are given, no doubt,
tor the purpose of setting forth the exploits of
Mohammedanism, which is pointed out under the
symbol of a “little horn” (v. 9) that sprang out
of one of the divisions of the Grecian kingdom.

The ram seen, had two horns, explained to typi-
fy the kingdoms of Media and Persia, and the
higher horn came up last, as Persia actually did.
Cyrus conquered Media and united the kingdoms,
putting Persia in the lead.

A goat was seen to attack the sheep, and con-
quer him, the goat having a great horn between
his eyes, said to represent the first king, who was,
as history knows him, Alexander the Great. By
and by this horn was broken, and then four
sprang up. And the history, true to prophecy,
testifies that on Alexander’s death, four of his
generals secured each a certain division of his
great kingdom, these four being Seleucus, Ptol-
emy, Cassander, and Lysimachus, making four
kingdoms. ’ .

“And out of one of them came forth a little
horn, which waxed exceeding great toward the
south, the east, and toward the pleasant land.
And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven
and some of-the host and of the stars it cast down
to the ground, and trampled upon them. Yea,
it magnified itself, even to the Prince of the host;
and it took away from him.the continual, and the
place of his sanctuary was cast down. And the
host was given over together with the continual
through transgression; and it cast down the truth
tko the ground, and it performed and prospered.”

v. 9)

Daniel speaks again of these four kingdoms, and
explains about this “little horn,” thus: “And in
the latter time of their kingdom, when the trans-
gressors are come to the full, a king of fierce
countenance, and understanding dark sentences,
shall stand up. And his power shall be mighty,
but not by his own power; and he shall destroy
wonderfully, and shall prosper and perform. And
he shall destroy the mighty and holy people. And
_through his policy he shall cause craft to prosper
in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his
heart; and in security shall he destroy many. He
shall also stand up against the Prince of princes,
but he shall be broken without hands.”

“And out of one of these” (Ptolemy’s) came
forth a little horn, “Mohammedanism” in Arabia,

the inveterate foe of Christianity and the de-
spoiler of the Jews. Mahomet claimed to be the
great prophet of God, and the final one, while
Jesus Christ was but one with Adam, Noah, Abra-
ham, Moses, and others. He, Mahomet, alone has
the final will from heaven for mankind. He was
born about the year 570 A. D., and truly ‘“the
transgressors” had come to the full. The Papacy
Lad long been developing; Christianity had faded
into formalism and “the commandments and doe-
irines of men.” True, many . bright stars were
yvet shining, in some places a whole galaxy of
them. “The only choice,” says Barnes, “given
the vanquished was the Koran, tribute, or death.”
They did not have the price for tribute; and the
nominal Christians preferred the Koran to death,
and were enrolled by the multiplied hundreds as
followers of Mahomet. However, those not afraid
of “them that. kill the body (Mt. 10:28) took
death.

The- “continuel” for Christ vanished as the
mosque for Mahomet was set up. The centers of
this great power were Mecca, Medina Mecca again,
Demascus, Bagdad, Cairo, Cordova, Constantino-
ple. Arabia, Palestine, and Syria fell; the East as
far as India; all of North Africa, Spain, and sou-
thern France; while Europe from the east suffer-
ed much, and Rome barely escaped.

Just before he died Mahomet exclaimed: “Lord.
destroy the Jews and the Chvristians. Let there
not remain any faith but that of Islam! “And
as an example of the devastation that followed.
the Mohammedan path, the historian says, “Thou-
sands of churches mear Antioch, Jerifalem, and
Alexandra were either destroyed or converted into
mosques; and twenty-one years after the death
of Mahomet, the rule of Islam extended over a
territory as great as the Roman Empire.” He
died in the year 632.

The flight (Hegira, they call it) of Mahomet
from his enemies at Mecca, to Madena, in 622 is
the year one in Mohammedan reckoning.

In 1058 the Caliph of Bagdad gave up his rule
to the Turks, whom he had called in as his body-
guard. The Turks soon became dominant under
their rulers, the Sultans, and they again scourged
the Jews and Christians more severely than the
Arabian Mohammedans had done, overrunning
the country and planting the religion of Moham-
med. They made Nicaea, a city in Asia Minor,
their capital. And after a long and bitter siege,
they finally captured Constantinople, a city on the
Bosporus founded by Greek colonists in 658 B. C.,
and named by them Byzantium. The capture of
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this city in 1453 laid Europe open from the East
to the inroads of the Mohammedans, who renam-
ed the city Istanbul; and from there they carried
tne Crescent as far as Vienna, the capital of Aus-
tria, to which city these Turks, two hundred
thousand strong, laid siege; but by the arrival of
king John of roiand with his army, the Turks
were pressed back in 1683 trom farther inroads
inte eastern Europe, just as Charies Martel at
the battle Tours, south of Paris, had _checxed’the
inroads of the Arabs (Saracens, or Moors) in.o
Europe trom the west, in 732. )

The Moslem rule now extended over territory
greater in extent than that of the Roman Empire.
All Moslems “‘held the great Prophet in the same
reverence, all maintained with equal zeal the sa-
ered character of the Koran, and all prayed with
their faces turned toward the holy city of Mecca.”

“The Sultan was not oniy lord of the.Turkish
realm in both Asia and Europe, but also the
caliph, or spiritual head, of all Islam.” He lived
secluded in his ““seraglio” in Constantinople, apd
his desire was to exploit and harrass the “Chris-
tian cattle” of his realm. He has made a but-
cherery of his “Christian cattle,” as he is wont
to call them, the last great slaughter being that of
the Armenians with the connivance of Germany
before her downfall in the World war.

Turkey had been tolerated in Europe with her
mistreatment of the Christian population over
which she held sway, mainly on account of the
disposal of her territory in case of her fall. Grad-
ually her territory had been slipping away; grad-
ually had the ‘“sick Man of the East,” as Turkey
was called been dying.

Finally, through the importunities and prom-
ises of Germany, the Sultan cast his lot with the
“central powers,” and made a bold flourish to as-
sert his authority over Islam by ordering a “holy
war,” world-wide. But the Arabs answered this

by joining “the Allies,” and the Moslems in India, .

Egypt, Africa, and other places turned to the
Aliies or remained paralyzed. Turkey struggled;
then fell. The Sultan was allowed to retain Con-
stantinople with the territory close around it, and
the district of Anatolia in central Asia Minor.
hz Sultan was finally deposed by Mustapha Ke-
mel Pasha, a dictatcr, who instituted a democracy
with its capital at Angora, in .Asia Minor; and
the Arabs “secured Mecca and Medina, the saered
pizces in Arabia, and cstablished the kingdom of
{ne Hejaz, which extends along the eastern coast
of the Red Sea,” their ruler being a decendent of
ifahomet. )

Kemel Pasha iz weaning his people away from
their customs, traditions, and religion as set
fcrth in the Sunna (traditions of Mahomet) and
the Koran.

Military operaticns were begun in 1096 for the
puipose of rescuing the “Holy Land” from the
JMohammedan pcewer. These are known as the
“crusades,” and lasted almost two hundred years.
Palestine is now under British control; but fre-
quent clashes are taking place between the Mo-
hammedans and the Jews and Christians.

The Fourth of July meeting this year was held

on the Texas Lease at Healdton, Oklahoma, dur-

‘g the series of meetings conducted by the writer

with the Healdton church, which added much im-
peius to the meeting. For several days preceding
the rourch, brethren and preachers were arriving
for the spiritual feast.. Never have I seen such
unity anu .ove as was manifested by the brethren
presen., wnd especially, by the preachers. This
1s wordhy of mention because when we preachers
pocsess such univy it is not so difficult for the
brotiierhood in general to possess it. We stood
togetier as a phalanx against sin and error. The
Pourci ot July meeting of 1941 at Price’s Falls
in Oklahoma had the most far reaching results
for good of any meeting, of its duration, during
the recent history of the church, as events since
have proved and continue to prove. Then we were
confronted with the task of dealing with the
“new order’ rebellion within our ranks, which was
admirably well accomplished, considering the fact
that it ended divisive work on their part among
the congregations. The Fourth of July meeting
this year was beneficial, in that we consolidated
our gains and really prepared for future service.

Services began at 10:30 A. M. First, we had
about rorty minuces oif the most soul stirring
singing I have ever heard. The song leaders led
one song around. The bass, the tenor, the al.o,
and the sopranc were ail wen represencated. Bro.
Tom E. Smith, being the home town preacher,
was our spokesman and e Incroauced  eacn
speaker in turn. I believe that there were eight
preachers present. rour or ctnese spoke in the
wcrming and four in the afternoon, after which
many of the leading brethren, trom the various
congregations represented, spoke.

Being the first speaker on the morning pro-
gram, L spoke on the “Man On The Other Side,”
taking my text from Obadiah 11, and showing
tnat when we refuse to assist the cause of Christ
in its dizdculties and lend our assistance to the
church in its batties we become definitely on “The
Other Side.” And, furthermore, that when we
reiuse to take a side we cannot be on the “Lord’s
side.” Bro. Homer L. King of Lebanon, Missouri
was the second speaker. He made a splend.d
talk to the preachers present on “envy, jealousy,
scrife, and rivalry” among preachers and show-
ing their devastating effects to the cause -of
Christ. He showed that they were the “works
of the flesh” (Gal. 5:19-21), and that they ‘“which
do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of
God.” He admonished that we should not “bite
and. devour one another” lest we “be consumed
one of another” (Gal. 5:15). Bro. Fred Kirbo of
Davis, Oklahcma, had a very timely subject, in
view of the fact that some of our boys are going
into the army. ‘It was “The Christian’s Duty To-
ward God And Toward Man In This Conflict.” He
showed that it is our duty to “Render to all their
dues” (Rom. 13:7), and that God is due some-

" thing: and the civil government something. That

we must “render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s, but to God the things that are God’s”
(Matt. 22:21). He showed that we must obey the
ordinances of man as long as they do not conflict
with the ordinances of God. “Thou shalt not
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kill” is positive and cannot be disobeyed without
reaping the penalty for disobedience. Bro. Kirbo
then secondeu my article on “Can A Christian
Take It” in the June issue of OPA and pleaded
with the boys and men not to take the “Soldier’s
Oath,” but to go to a Conscientious Objector’s
Camp if necessary. Bro. Barney Welch of Spring
Hill, West Virginia, spoke briefly on “Carnal
Warfare,” and then proceeded to teach a wonder-
1ul lesson on “The Home.” He referred especially
to Eph. 5:22-33, “Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands.” “Husbands, love your
wives.” We all needed that lesson.

After the morning service we all joined. in a
feast for the physical man. The delicacies present
bespoke the culinary efficiency of the women who
50 generously prepared it for us.

Av 2 P. M. we resumed our services with some
more good singing. Then Bro. Tom Smith spoke
on “Unity” and admonished us to all take a firm
svand for truth and work together instead of
fighting each other. It was very edifying. Bro.
J. B. Spradley of Fort Worth, Texas, spoke on the
value of such meetings as we were having and
their contribution toward helping us to present
a “united front” and to possess more feliowship
one with another. He insisted that there be more
cooperation between congregations. Bro. Clayton
Fancher of Wichita Falls, Texas, delivered a briet
admonition on “Mark them which cause divisions
and cifenses contrary to the doctrine which you
have learned; and avoid them” (Rom. 16:17). He
said that they had learned the necessity of obey-
ing that scripture by bitter experience at Wichijta
Falls, and had the Wichita Falls church obeyed
it in the beginning the present division there
would not now exist. Bro. E. J. Smith of Wichita
Falls, Texas, spoke on “Frofiting By The Past.”
He showed that we “know a tree by its fruits”
and that if the fruit is corrupt the tree is cor-
rupt. He showed where laxity in the. past had
led to evil practices which caused division. He
insisted that if we would examine a thing in its
fruition we could determine its nature. Many
others from over the brotherhood spoke. I think
that at least sixteen congregations were repre-
sented. We were there from California, Texas,
Oklahoma, Missouri, Ohio, and West Virginia.
We feel that we are better prepared than ever for
some real fruit bearing. Brethren, let us make
an effort to attend such meetings. The Lord
willing, in 1943 the brethren will meet at Wichita
Falls, Texas, on the Fourth of July for another
spiritual feast at the new congregation on Sixth
Street. “Behold, how good and how pleasant it
is for brethren to dwell together in unity.”

—Brvin Waters.

Sé)METHING TO THINK ABOUT
J. C. Falkner

On the second Sunday in June, 1942, I had the

. Pleasure of visiting the church at Springdale, Ark.
" An aged brother who manifested great faith in

God’s word, had been assigned to the teaching
that day. He quoted from 1 Cor. 11:26, which
reads as follows: “For as oft as ye eat this bread,

and drink this cup, ye do show forth the Lord’s
death till he comes.” And in as much as the
text contained the expression “for as oft,” our
good brother concluded that we would be justified
in having the communion service as “oft” as we
might see fit. Even every day in the week or
anytime when brethren might be associated, or
even families at home might engage in this ser-
vice at their will. ’

I did not know how to take it. - I had read from
Acts 20:7, “And upon the first day of the week,
when the disciples had come together to break
bread - - ,” and this statement caused me to
think that the custom of the early disciples was
to observe this service on the first day of the
week. I reasoned that each week had but one
first day, so I concluded that this service should
only be observed once each week.

When our beloved brother stated that this ser-
vice could be observed in the homes, each family
to themselves, I thought of Heb. 10:25, “Forsake
not the assembling of yourselves together - - .7
I then concluded that all should come to a place
of worship the first day of each week and com-
memorate the death of our Lord. It is true that
as “oft” as we observe this service we do show
forth the Lord’s death. The logical conclusion
however, is that we should observe this service
only once a week, and at a regular place of as-
sembly.

OUR HELPERS

Below you will find the names of those who
have sent us subscriptions and the number re-
ceived by us from June 20 to July -20. Many,
many thanks for the hearty response to our plea
for more effort upon the part of preachers and
others to help us increase our circulation. Will
vou not keep up this zeal until we again double
our mailing list? .

Fred Kirbo—21; Clovis T. Cook 10; Ervin Wa-
ters—9; Guy Mallory, Jr.—6; C. H. Lee—4; W.
E. Shockley-—4; Homer L. King—4; H. B. Hand
—38; John Rankin—3; L. N. Byford—3; Mrs. A.
B. Coble—2; Maud Kennedy—2; Carlos B. Smith
—2; Mrs. F. N. Newman—2; E. J. Smith—2; R.
L. Baker—2; W. J. Clayton—1; Francis Kimbler
—1; Wesley D. Ballard—1; Paul Nichols—1 In~
vin R. Boss—1; C. F. Everett—1; Clarence Snod-
grass—1; L. H. Stafford—1; J. W. Bowmer—1;
J. C. Falkner—1; A. J. Mason—1; Loyd L. Booth
—1; W. E. Covey—1; J. H. Smith-—1; Luther
Maddox—1; A. R. Russell—1; Mattie M. Loyd—
1; J. E. Spear—1; Geo. Hogland—1; Clayton Fan-
cher—1; James R. Stewart—1; Tim Dougherty
—1.

WANTED!

Preachers and Bible readers, I would like to
know where I can find the Scriptures that will
justify or allow a Christian to carry any kind of
insurance any line, personal or property. Does
the Christian need more insurance than the Lord
and His church offers?

—Lee R. Williams, 234 W. Cherokee,
MacAlester, Oklahoma.
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HERE AND THERE

Mistakes.—If all who send us subscriptions will
send them direct to the publisher, it will help us
to keep our record straight, avoid delay, and
neediess mistakes. Please, send all subscriptions,
reports, articles, and orders for books, to the pub-
lisher. If you know of any errors, or of any wno
are not getting their papers, notify us at once.

A New Publisher.—It is probable that we may
have a new publisher by the first of 1943. Decem-
ber, 1942, will have made 10 years for the present
publisher, and he feels that the sacrifice of labor,
worry, etc., has been sufficient upon his part, and
that it is about time that we were breaking in
one of the younger brethren, that the work may
be in efficient hands, when it is ours to make our
departure. If you readers, who have so loyally
and faithfully stood by us in bringing the paper
through the difficult times in its beginning, have
any suggestions to offer, or a man for the job, we
shall be very glad to consider them. TUntil the
last few years, we have had quite a struggle to

keep our financial obligations on the paper out of -

the red. But we are thankful to report that we
now have over ten times as many subscriptions
as were given us by Bro. Harper, and the paper
is in the best financial status of its history, and
the future for its growth and progress never
looked brighter than right now.

Enlarge The Paper.—Yes, I think that is the
first needed improvement, and if the subs keep
rolling in as they have the past two months, we
should soon be able to double its size, rather the
number of pages. Bro. Kirbo suggests that each
preacher obligate himself to send so many subs.
ecach month, which might be workable, but for the
present, let everybody continue to work for sub-
scriptions and send them to us. We went over
the 100 mark this month, and let us see if we can-
not beat that each month. The response to our
appeal for more subs. during the lean months, has
been more than we anticipated, and we thank you
all very, very much. —Publisher.

DUTY OF THE CHURCH
By C. 1. Hill .
The gospel of Christ was to be preached to “ev-
ery creature,” ‘“all nations” (Mk. 16:16; Matt.
28:18-20). This would. include the rich or poor,

high or low, from the kings to the peasant.

This commission was given to the Apostles and
was to begin on the first Pentecost after the death
of our rord. 1In less than 81 years “every crea-
ture” under the heavens had heard the gospel
(Lol 1:28). 'f‘oday through the modern means
it could be spread much faster, than in the days
of the Apostles. But, it is the duty of the church
today to see that the gospel is preached to every
creaure. The church is Christ’s help-meet, just
as Eve was the help-meet of Adam (Gen. 2:20),
or was his wife (bride) (verse 24)." Adam called
her “Eve” (the mother of all living), and from
this union came all mankind upon the earth. Con-
cerning Adam, Paul says: “Who was the figure
of Him that was too come” (Rom. 5:14). Hence,
Adam was the figure of Christ. Adam became
the federal head of mankind, the fountain of sin
and death by his offense. Christ became the
spiritual head of the church, a fountain of life
and righteousness, unto all that obey Him (Heb.
5:9). )

Christ came into the world to ‘“seek and to
save that which was lost” (Lk. 19:10). God
cpened Adam’s side and took a rib to make him
a helpmeet, even so Christ’s side was opened and
elements were taken from His side that were
used in making Him a help-meet. Now, since our
Lord’s mission was to “seek and to save the lost,”
and since the church is His help-meet, should not
the church have the same mission, which mission
is to “seek and to save the lost”? How can the
church be a help-meet, if it fails to help in saving
lost souls? It is high time the church awoke from
its slumbcr, realize its mission, and thus send
more laborers into the fields white unto harvest.
“How shall theyv believe in whom they have not
heard, and how shall they hear without a preach-
er, and how shail they preach, except they be
sent?’ (Rom. 10:14, 15). It is “by the church
that the manifoid wisdom of God should be made
known,” and “the church is the pillar and ground
of the truth.” Let us awake!

PASSED ON

Bavis.—Brother John T. Davis, of Madera,
California, formerly of Vinita, Oklahoma, passed
away May 22, 1942, being 59 years of age. He
was born in Cooper, Delta County, Texas. Bro-
ther Davis was baptized in 1912, by his father-
in-law, A. T. Davis. He was well known for hold-
ing fast to his convictions. He is survived by his
wife, four children, and seven grand children.

’ —dJames W. Russell, Fresno, Calif.

ACKENOWLEDGMENTS

The following donations have been gratefully
received by us:

Sent By Preachers
Ervin Waters and wife—3$8.00; Homer L. King
—$5.00; Barney Welch—$2.00; Fred Kirbo —

*$2.00; Clayton Fancher—$2.00; Tom E. Smith—

$1.00; E. J. Smith—3$0.50; W. H. Gill—2.00.

-Churches '
Washington, Okla.-—$10.00; Wichita Falls,
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Texas—$10.00; Fort Worth, Texas—$5.00; Sul-
phur, Okla.—$15.00; Siskyou St., Los Angeles—
$25.00; New Salem, Miss.—$15.00; Marion, La.—
$5.00; Temple, Texas—$10.00; Council Hill, Okla.
—3$13.00; Moberly, Mo.—$1.00; Clio, M0.—$10.00;
Commedore, Pa.——3$10.00; Sanger, Calif.—$10.00;
Axtell, Texas — $40.00; White Hall, Texas —
$50.00; Richland, Mo.—$5.00; Ottumwa, Iowa—
$25.00; Heartshorne, Okla.—$2.00; Flemington,
Pa.—$50.00; Shreveport, La.—$35.00; Carter,
Okla.—$15.00; Fairview, Texas—$12.00; Mans-
field, Ohio—$5.00.

Individuals

A Sister, Okla.—$25.00; Geo. Hogland--$10.00;
Mary Agee—$5.00; Mrs. J. H. King—$5.00; H. S.
Massie—$5.00; D. A. Moore—3$5.00; E. E. Thomp-
son—$5.00; John Spradley—$§2.00; E. O. Evitt
and wife—%$2.00; A. J. Bunderson—$3.00; Joe
Castleman and wife — $5.00; G. H. Turnbull—
$12.10; Sister Salone—$0.25; Boss Coble and
wife—$1.00; Sister Brazil—$1.00; Sister Beasley
—$1.00; Clyde Penner—$1.00; Maude Rydenhour
—8$1.00; W. C. Milner—85.00; Clarence Matthews
—$5.00; Sister Bray—$1.00; Bill Tate—$1.25;
Sister Watson—$1.00; Brother Ray—3$0.50; J. D.
FEillmore—$0.50; Mary Zimmerman —$1.00; Sis-
ter Huey Cook—$1.00; Sister Lindsay—§0.50;
Brother Bill Harmon—3$1.00; Brother Stubbs—
$1.00; Sister W. L. Randalph—$1.00; Brother A.
M. Graham—$1.00; G. C. Posey—$1.00; J. B.
Lasater—$2.00; W. P. Perser—3$2.00; J. H. Smith
—$0.50; Jim Stevens—$1.00; Glenn Bray—35.00;
A Brother—$0.50; Mattie M. Loyd—3$1.00.

Again we thank all for their liberal donations
and kind consideration of us in this time of need.
We especially want to mention Brethren Bill Van
Stavern, Franklin Meents, and my brother, Simon,
for their special attention and kindness, while we
were staying in Lebanon. And, too, we want to
thank all for the many cards, letters, etc., sent
{from all over the brotherhood. Words fail us as
we try in vain to tell just what your many prayers
meant to us, and we ask that you continue to pray
for us that we may always remain worthy of your
consideration, and that I may regain my health
that I may be able to help in the much needed
WOrkK.

—Homer A. Gay.

Elott.—I wish to acknowledge receipt of the
following donations, received since my last re-
rort to the OPA of the expense of my daughter’s
doctor and hospital bills:

The church at Clio—$12.50; Our home church
—$12.00. Many thanks to all for this kind con-
sideration.

—C. H. Elliott, Cassville, Mo.

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

“I am sending 6 subscriptions to the OPA. I
mean to work hard for this paper and for the
cause of Christ.” —Guy Mallory, Jr., West Va.

“I appreciate the OPA, and I wish it much suc-
cess, also the preachers who write for it. May

they have a long Christian life here and a home
in Heaven, when done here.” —R. L. Falvey, Miss.

“I am sending 21 subscriptions to the OPA. I
want to show you preachers how to get some sub-
scriptions. Better put me on that roll as a help-
er. Why don’t we preachers agree to send in 20
each, every month? Five of us alone would send
in 100 every month. Remember I love you a
whole bushel.”” —Fred Kirbo, Oklahoma.

“I am sending a sub. to the OPA, and I think
she will enjoy the paper as much as we. Xeep the
good work going.”—C. C. Snodgrass, Texas.

“I certainly do enjoy reading the reports in the
OFA. This part of the paper alone is worth the
price of it.” —Pete Howard, Missouri.

“The paper is fine. I wish it were much larger.
I especially enjoyed Bro. Waters’ article in June
issue.”—T.M.Hoover, California.

. “Here is a sub. for the OPA. I am doing all [
can for the paper. I enjoy every issue of it.”
—James R. Stewart, Texas

“BEnclosed is my subscription to the OPA. I
shall be more than glad to co-operate with this
paper, and I am glad to be in some way associated
with people who are contented with God’s way.”

—J. C. Falkner, Arkansas.

“I really did enjoy reading the last issue of the
OPA. May we all keep the good work going is
our prayer.” —J. T. Broseh, Texas.

“T wish all the preachers knew how much we en-
joy and look for their reports in the OPA. May
the Lord add his blessings to your good work.”

—Sam Smith, Mississippi.

“We certainly have been enjoying the OPA. I
was sorry to hear of Brother Whitten’s farther
departure. We.hope you and family are well and
happy.” —R. L. Chapman, Texas.

“We enjoy reading every bit of the OPA. Find
eneclesed two subs. with prayer and best wishes
for all.”—Myrs. F. N. Newman, Oklahoma.

“I am enclosing three subs. to the OPA. We
certainly do like the paper, and may you be able
to keep up the good work for the cause of our
Lord. We would like to have you pay us a visit
out here. We know and love Chester King very
much.” —H. B. Hand, California.

“I received the July issue, and it certainly is
fine.” —W. I. Blanton, California.

“1 am enclosing the money for our renewal to
the OPA. I hope you and yours are well and
happy.” —A. R. Russell, Oklahoma.

“We are enjoying the OPA very much, and
especially the article, ‘Can A Christian T.'?Lke 1t’°,
and the one from the brother in the objectors’
camp. Find enclosed two subs.” R. L. Baker, Tex.

“Tnelosed fine our renewal to the OPA. I .jus,t
cannot do without the paper. Am sorry I _dldn t
renew sconer.” —J. W. Bowmer, California.

s,

.
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“Is it not amazing how much more time some
folks would have to build up a reputation of their
own, if they would spend less time in trying to
injure the reputation of someone else.” -—Luther
G. Presley. .

~ “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and
whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise” (Prov.
20:1).

“We are enclosing our renewal to the OPA.
May the Lord bless you and yours in Christ.”
—W. J. Clayton, Ark.

“Here is my renewal. I don’t want to miss one
issue. I note in its pages the faithfulness of the
soldiers of the cross. May they ever keep work-
ing in the Master’s vineyard, especially in these
trying times, when the world is in such distress.
I am sorry to hear of Bro. Gay’s illness, for we
see the need of faithful men on every hand. My
prayer goes out for the church, that we all may
stand firm for the faith.”—Mattie M. Loyd, Calif.

“TI have been acquainted with the OPA for a
long time, and I think it is an excellent paper. I
enjoy it very much. If all the members would
take it, we would all ge more closely united and
have a better understanding. I shall try to get
more subs. in this part. May God bless you in
your great work. Best wishes and sincere love for
all.” —Franecis Kimbler, Okla.

W. E. Shockley, Box 95, Sanger, California,
May 28.—The church here is still pressing on in
the work. We think Brother Cock is a good
preacher, since his visit in this part.

W. I. Blanton, Stockton, Calif., July 8.—We had
Brother John L. Reynolds, of Crockett, with us
at Lodi, last Lord’s day night. We certainly
enjoyed his good lesson. He is a fine preacher
and should be in the field.

Lee R. Williams, 234 W. Cherckee, McAlester,
Oklahoma, July 17.—Our meeting closed July 15,
with Brother Homer L. King doing the preaching.
There were four confessions of faults, and we be-
lieve the church was made stronger by the les-
"sons. We were glad to have Brethren Barney
Welch and J. B. Lasater and families with us one
Lord’s day, also Bro. Sumpter and family.

Joe H. Howard, Grove Springs, Mo., July 14.—
I am at Claxton in a meeting with fair crowds
and interest. Bro. C. H. Lee is with me, assisting
in the singing, and I appreciate it very much. We
have some fine brethren here. We have had visit-

ing brethren from Lebanon, whom we appreciated
very much. I go next to Berryville, Ark., and
then on to Tennessee, August 15. Pray for me
in the work of the Master.

James R. Stewart, Rte. 5, Temple, Texas, June

.20.—We are grieved over Brother Gay’s illness,

and we remember him in our prayers, to the end
that he may soon be back in the fifield of labor.
We had a good meeting at Fort Worth, with one
placing membership. The crowds were small, but
the interest was good, and the church seemed
strengthened. July 4, I am to begin at Jacks-
boro, Texas, and on to Oklahoma for some work.

Clarence Kessinger, Box 42, Spring Hill, W. Va.,
July 14.—ILast month my brother and his wife,
my wife, son, and I had the pleasure of visiting
over one Lord’s day with Brother and Sister Hugh
Milner, Middletown, Ohio. We certainly did en-
joy it and we hope we may soon return to preach
for them. I-recently preached once to thé faith-
ful at Mallory Chapel and at Stop 12, with good
attendance at both places. Pray for me and the
work here.

Tim Dougherty, Rte. 2, Box 100, Lodi, Califor-
nia, June 26.—The church here may not be grow-
ing in number, but I sincerely believe it is grow-
ing in spirit, knowledge, and grace. The .readers
will note that I have moved here from Acampo,
Calif., just recently.

Geo. J. P. Masser, 418 Jeanette St., Abilene,
Texas, July 16.—I preached a week here, baptiz-
ing a man and his wife. I am to hold another
meeting here in September, and one at Cedar Gap
the first of September. Anyone desiring my ser-
vices may write me at above address, that we may
arrange the date, etc.

W. H. Jones, Alta Vista, Kansas, July 13.—
Brother Joe Howard recently held a short meet-
ing for us, delivering to us things of interest to
our- spiritual welfare. "We were invited to wor-
ship with the church in town, and we offered to
do so, if they would worship as God directs in-
stead of man, but we are still meeting at Moss
Springs, 3% miles out N. E. May we ever be
faithful and press on to the mark for the prize.

Chas. D. Palmer, Rte. 2, Kinston, Ala., July 14.
—1I have a number of meetings to hold this sum-
mer, including one at Milton, Fla., and one near
Colquitt, Ga. I would like to preach more, but
duties at home have hindered. I would like very
much to be with Brethren King and Cook in some
of their meetings this year, but if my brother is
called into the army I don’t know just what I can
do, as I shall have all the more work to do at home.

Geo. Rozzell, Okla. City, Okla., July 20.—Bro-
ther King closed our meeting June 28, with 4
baptized and 6 confessions of faults, and a cer-
tain controversy, which had been a drawback, was
settled. I believe all were very much strengthen-
ed by the good teaching, and we are very thank-
ful. Brother Ervin Waters preached for us July
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for us that we may remain faithful to the end.

J. C. Falkner, Wesley, Arkansas, June 29.—
As to the condition of the church in this part, I
shall have to say that it is pretty badly swallowed
up with digression (women teachers and classes).
I used to preach considerably when my health
would -allow it. 1 also used to write some for the
oid papers back in the twenties. I am very glad
to be associated with a people who are contented
with God’s way of doing things.

Sam Smith, Rte. 1, Wesson, Miss., July 8.—We
had a very good service today. Brother Carlos
Smith gave us a good lesson, and one returned to
the fold. He is making progress in the work at
home and elsewhere. We are determined to press
on here, but we anxiously await the coming of
Brother Cook in August for our meetings. We
would appreciate any of the other loyal brethren,
who may be passing this way. The Lord has
blessed me so far, leaving me at home in the work.

Lynwood ‘Smith, Marion, La., July 15.—I am
enjoying a visit with the Fair View Church of
Christ, near the above place. Bro. Clovis Cock is
doing the preaching. Five have been baptized to
date and more are expected. There seems to be
much interest in the meeting in the community.
The church is contending earnestly for the faith.
We ask the prayers of the faithful brethren ev-
erywhere, that we may stand fast in the truth.

C. H. Lee, Rte. 2, Lebanon, Missouri, July 18.—
Since last report I have preached at Cable Bidge,
baptizing one; Fairview, where we are trying to
establish the cause with a few members there;
then to Lebanon for two services, and Claxton to
assist Bro. Joe Howard in his meeting. Brother
Howard did some wonderful teaching. We have
a number of fine Christians there. I am to return
to Cable Ridge today for the week-end. Pray for
us.

J. T. Broseh, Dublin, Texas, July 9.—The first
Sunday in July, I preached at Ramsey, Texas,
where I found the church getting along nicely.
They are preparing for their rneeting, by Bro.
Snodgrass, beginning the first Sunday in August.
He will also preach for us a few nights after the
Ramsey meeting closes. May we all keep tl}e good
work going is my humble prayer. Pray for me.

C. F. Everett, Route 1, Maud, Oklahoma, July 7.—We meet
for worship in the Allen School house, 3 miles south and 1
mile west of Seminole. We have just closed a series o-f meet-
ings at this place, with Brother H. E. Robertson doing the
preaching. We had one added to our number, butv the con-
gregation was strengthened and the seed sown. We believe
Bro. Robertson is a good clean gospel preacher, who dogs not
shun to declare all the counsel of God, We continue in the
faith with love to the brotherhood.

R. L. Baker, Cameron, Texas, July 20.—We were with t.he
Gause brethren yesterday, Lord's Day, and we had a mice
crowd. We are looking forward to our meeting, beginning
September 4. Brother King is to do the preaching.v We‘urge
that all in reach attend as much as possible. We enjoyed
the articles in the OPA this (July) month very 11?uch. es-
peciaily the article by Bro. Waters, “Can A Christian Take
It
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-8, enroute to Iowa. We were very grateful. Pray

W. J. Clayton, Route 4, Berryville, Arkansas, July 20.—The
faithful few here are getting along nicely. Our meeting is
to begin August 1, with Bro. Joe Howard doing the preaching.
We ask the prayers of all the faithful everywhere.

James R. Stewart, Rte. 5, Temple, Texas. July 16.—The
meeting at Union Point, near Jacksboro, Texas, closed the
12 inst., with one baptized and a good interest. I enjoyed
the association with these good brethren very much. This
is the home of Bro. A. W. Fenter, a gospel preacher, and
1 made my home with them., Their home is one of hospitality.
The church here is loyal, free from innovations. I am to re-
turn next su..mer tor anotiner effort. I go next to Ardmore,
Okla. Let us keep the good work going.

A. J. Mason, Acampo, Calif., July 1.—The church work here
(Lodi) is progressing nicely. We are few in number, but we
have a strong defense line, and are fighting to keep the enemy
from penetrating it, using the Sword of the Spirit. We have
taken a firm stand for the truth, and we do not mean to re-
treat. There were five foolish virgins, who thought they
were right, until it was too late to prepare, Bretnren, let
us take a stand for the truth, and let it be our guide always.

Pete Howard, Dora, Missouri, July 10.-—We are still keep-
ing house for the cause of our Lord here. Although few in
number, I remember the words of our Lord in Matt. 7:13, 14,
how that but a few will find the strait gate. So, may we
strive to be among that number. We are looking forward to
our meeting the first half of September, with Brother Clovis
Cook doing the preaching. Let us in these trying times, be
faithful unto death, for to whom is the promise (Rev. 2:10).
Remember me when you pray.

Fred Kirbo, Davis, Oklahoma, July 16.—I am now engaged
in a series of meeting with the church in Sulphur. The
crowds have been better than anticipated, but no additions
yet. I began July 5, and am to continue until the 19th inst.
The OPA is meeting with a hearty response here in this
meeting, and we hope for much good. I had a call to go to
Long RBranch, near Lawrenceburg., for a debate with a di-
gressive, but Bro. Joe Howard can take care of that, as my
time is booked. I go next to Littlefield, Texas.

Frank Trayler, Chaplain, 20th Infantry, Ft. Leonard Wood,
Mo., May 27— would like a little space in the OPA to thank
the church in Lebanon, Mo., for entertaining 25 soldiers and
me at a basket dinner and services on Sunday, May 24. The
soldiers enjoyved the good things to eat, the fine hospitality,
and the good lesson by Bro. Joe Howard. Several commented
on the way he stayed with the Bible. Such kindness mani-
fested to the army will bear fruit in time. Too, Christians
can realize that as they are doing good deeds for some boy,
that somewhere some other Christian is doing for our own
boys. One was restored to duty at the Fort last Lord’s Day,
and we look for others next week. (We are sorry this was
overlooked last issue. —Publisher)

M. J. Buftington, 217 Hot Wells Blvd., San Antonio. Texas,
July 9.—We rejoice to hear that Bro. Gay is recovering. Bre-
thren, we.should not fail to remember him in our prayer.
I don’t believe there has ever been a time that we needed
true gospel preachers more than we need them now. “The
fields are white to harvest. but the laborers are few.” T am
to begin a series of meetings at Sand Grove, Texas, August
1; followed by a meeting at Gause, Texas. We plan on about
two mission meetings in that part, the Lord willing. I am
available for meetings during the month of September. Write
me s above, if interested.

Wesley D. Ballard, 2011 Spring St., Waco, Texas, July 17.—
Since my last report, I held a meeting at Patrick, 16 miles
N. W. of Waco. One was baptized and two confessed faults.
The following Lord’s Day, I preached for the church in Wil-
son, Okla. I found them carrying on in the Lord’s directed
way. I am to hold their meeting in August. I began a meet-
ing, near Hollis, Okla., July 1, and one was baptized. The
services were held in a school house. We encountered much
ppposition from the leader of the two cups people nearby.
But, we are thankful that we were able to leave some meet-
ing for the worship in a private home, using one cup and one
loaf, as the Lord directed. I am to preach at Wichita Falls
next Lord’s day. Pray for me.
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C. C. Snodgrass, Rte. 1, Tuscola, Texas, July 6—~The church
at Lewisville, T'exas, is doing nicely, continuing faithful to
tue Lord. i would to God we had more like it. The church
1 abilene, 759 Willow St., where we rented a building, just
cio.¢d a meeting, with' two baptisms. Bro. George Masser
diu tue preacning, The churcn 1s loyal and is growing. We
began with about 7 members, but now we have 20 or more,
and this since last summer. The members are zealous and
faithful., Any loyal preachers passing that way will be wel-
come. The church at. Cedar Gap is doing well, and they are
planning for a meeting later. They meet at 3:00 p. m. on
Lord’s Days. and every first Sunday, all-day services, with
good singing. July 18, I am to be in a meeting at Stamford,
'Lesas. August 1, I go to Ramsey, and on the 11th to Dublin.
Let us ever keep up the good work, contending for the Old
Facns., rray ror me. :

R. L. Falvey, Wesson, Miss,, June 22.—I am’ just a young
man (15), yet I see the need of training for the Christian
warfare and of working in the vineyard of the Lord. In Matt.
Z1:zs, £ hear these words: “*Son, go work today in my vine-
yard.” When should we go? Today. Where? In His vine-
yard. Whose vineyard? Christ’s. I notice that many of the
young folk who start to work in the Lord’s vineyard soon get
over the fence into Satan’s field and work for him. I see the
need for more preachers in the field, and I realize that we
younger men must prepare for it, since so many of the preach-
I am thankful for such

et al, who are willing to preach the pure gospel, and my
prayers are for them.

Barney Welch, Spring Hill, W. Va., July 18—The work ‘in
this section is progressing nicely. I recently preached once
at these places: Chapel Grove, Tenn.; Temple, Texas; Belton,
Texas; Healdton, Oklahoma (July 4). I think I never en-
joved a day of teaching. singing, and association with bre-
thren, so much in my life as July 4, at Healdton, Okla. The
good accomplished for the cause of Christ cannot be over
estimated. The bonds of love and unity were more closely
drawn, it seems. I visited in the homes of Brethren Kirbo,
Cook, and Gay. I was delighted to visit again with Bro.
Ervin Waters, my friend and fellow preacher. Visited Bro.
King at McAlester. I go July 20 to Commodore., Pa., for a
meeting. Let us be thankful for suech wonderful blessings,

Tom E. Smith, Healdton, Oklehoma, July 10.—Brother Ervin
Waters closed a good meeting here July 5 — 15 days duration.
One was baptized and three confessed faults. Brother Wa-
ters has developed into a strong preacher during the few
yvears he has been preaching. His wife is a typical preacher’s
wife, and will be a great help to him in the Lord's work. I
prediet a bright future for them in their labor of iove. May
God bless them in the noble work. The all-day meeting July
4, was a great success in every respect—good singing, good
preaching, praying, talks; uplifting fellowship and love pre-
vailed. There was a feast of good things to eat at the noon
hour. A good number of preochers was present. and con-
gregations from several states were well represented. It was
a day long to be remembered, and 2= bright anticipation in
view of the next one in 1943 at Wichita Falls, Texas.

Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood, California.
July 15.—After spending the most of the months of May and
June at Marysville, I returned home June 29.. The church
there was left in a spirit of z¢al and unconquerable determi-
nation to do the will of the Lord. July 5, I preached at my
home congregation in Los Angeles, and that evening I preach-
ed at Montebello. Last Lord’s Day, I preached 2t El Centro
for the first time in eight months. They continue in the
good fight of faith. The work in California continues to
grow in spite of the emergency, yet its effeets can be seen.
The tire situation makes it difficult for all to drive very far
to meetings, but the Lord’s people will manage someway to
ecarry on the work. May the good Lord strengthen us and
give us courage to always fight the Christian warfare.

Homer A. Gay, Rte. 2, Lebanon, Missouri, July 22.—Brother
King has told our readers of my condition thus far. At this
time I am much stronger and able to be up about all the time.
I am thankful that I have been able to attend the worship for
the past three Lord’s days. I will not be able to do much
preaching this year. This has been the longest time I have

-ton, Okla.

been out of the field of pre’ziching»in 31 years,: but' I have.:
enjoyed the reports of others, and I'pray that I'may soon be
well enough to be in the field again. The eye that was in<:
jured is about well, but I'am industrially blind. My other
eye is weak, but we think with properly fitted glass for it,
I'll be able to read some, by using large print. I am forced
to remain on a striet diet continually. I feel pretty well and
am gaining strength. I have had scores of visitors from
around this part, and we appreciated visits by Brethren Ervin
Waters and wife, of Calif.; Barney Welch and wife, of West
Va; and C. R. and Floy Stewart, .of Healdton, Oklahoma., I
appreciate the interest all have manifested in us in every way.

Clovis T. Cook, Rte. 2, Lebanon, Missouri, July 22.—I closed
a meeting in San Antonio, Texas, June 28, with three bap-
tized and good interest. Crowds were good throughout the
meeting. 1 enjoyed this meeting as I have enjoyed few
others. I closed a meeting at Marion, La., July 19, with
"nine baptized and restored. We had a fine meeting, and the
brethren asked me to return next year. Brother Lynwood
Smith, a young preacher, of Wesson, Miss., was with-me in
the above meeting. He has much ability and talent, and I was
glad to have him assist me. July 20, I preached for the
faithful in Shreveport, La. My next effort will be with the
good brethren, near Wesson,  Miss., the first half of August.
Atter this, to Summit, Miss., with Bro. L. L. Red in a series
of meetings, the latter part of August. In September, I go to
Dora, Missouri.

Homer L. King, Rte. 2, Labanon, Missouri, July 22.—1I closed
a series of meetings at the 28th St. Church of .Christ, in Okla-
homa City, June 28, with 4 baptized and 6" cénfessions of
faults. I enjoyed the meeting and association, in spite of
the obstacles in the way of attendance. We were sorry our
beloved Bro. McLemore was unfortunate to have .a serious
accident, breaking his arm in a number of places, during the
meeting. From here, I went via Washington, Okla., for two
nights of preaching. Was glad to be with all again. My next
was -one night in our beloved Bro. Kirbo’ home, which was a
real treat to me. Then, July 2-4 I was with another fine
young preacher, Bro. Ervin Waters, in his meeting at Heald-
I enjoyed a good visit in the Bill Milner home
there. July 4, was a day long to be remembered for its
pleasant and profitable association, singing. preaching, pray-
ing, and uplifting talks. I consider it one of the best of that
kind of meetings I ever attended. I closed at McAlester,
Okla., July 15, with 4 restored and the little church encouraged
to do more for the Lord, Brother Lee Williams is to be com-
mended for his untiring efforts there. I go next to Sentinel,
Okla, beginning July 26, for two weeks; after which I go
to Council Hill, Okla., for two Lord’s days. May all be
ready. Pray for me and the work of the Lord in these trying
times. .

Ervin Waters, 422 Whittier Blvd., Montebello, Calif., July
16— preached three nights, June 17-19, at San Angelo, Texas,
in the vacated Christian Church next to the Lakeview school
house. Two were restored and a congregation was established
there which meets regularly in the same building. If you
know of any loyal members in San Angelo, write Bro. L. T.
Cryer. Rt. 2. Box 154-B, San Angelo, Texas. June 21—July
5, I ascisted the church at Healdton, Oklahoma, in a meet-
ing which resulted in one baptism and three restorations.
I certainly enjoyed the visits of the many brethren from other
congregations during the meeting. especially those of my
preaching brethren, Homer L. King, Fred Kirbo, and Barnie
Welch. July 6, my wife and I heard Bro, Fred Kirbo preach
at Sulphur, Okla, during his meeting there and enjoyed the
hospitality of his home for the night. July 7, we visited the
church in Qklahoma City, where I preached that night. I
believe that this congregation will in the future help to
start systematic mission work in Oklahoma. July 8, my wife
and I visited our beloved ‘Bro. Homer A. Gay near Lebanon,
Mo., who is slowly improving in health, and stayed all night
with Bro. Clovis Cook and wife in their home. July 9, we
visited with brethren in Lebanon and July 10 we arrived in
Ottumwa, lowa, where I began a meeting that night. It is
our first visit to this cangregation. The meeting continued
with two restorations. Our next meeting is at Lebanon, Ma.,
Aug. 2-16. We intend to leave Lebanon and go by Texas on
our way back to resume the work in California. T hope that
the churches theer will be prepared for our return.  Let us
work while it is day.”

Ye nuni'rous sects
which all-declare

“Lo’ Christ is here.
Lo Christ is there.”

Your stronger proofs
divinely give

And show me where
the Christians live.

| “Where 'is Thy Church,
0, Savior, where?”

I heard the cry,
and then I heard:

S

“Here is My Church
where men still dare
To take Me at My word.”

of Patis to Dwell in.” (Isa. 58:12).

i i E 5 g 5 i rood way, and walk there-

“Thus saith the Lord, ‘Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the Old Paths, where is the goo .
in, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) “And they that be of Thee shall build the old waste places: thou
sh,alt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The Kepairer of the Breach, The Restorer
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“NO MAN THAT WARRETH ENTANGLETH
HIMSELF WITH THE AFFAIRS OF
THIS LIFE”

By Ervin Waters

Much has been said and much has been written
that is truth concerning the responsibility of the
church in giving, in supporting the gospel, and in
doing systematic evangelistic work. That the
brotherhood in general until four years ago had
done practically nothing in the way of effective
mission work is known to all who “walk circum-
spectly.” Brethren were so prejud_iced against
the pastor system that they thougnt it was wrong
to support a preacher in scriptural work, that 1t
was wrong to tell him what to expect for himself
and family, and that it was wrong to make plans
a year ahead like Paul said they had in 2 Cor. 8.

But some preachers and brethren had vision
enough to realize that too much ineffectiveness
marked our efforts, and that we needed to return
to the apostolic system of “sending” men into the
“fields white unto harvest.” California set the
pace by placing a man in the field (not of corn)
and telling him, “You go and preaclr} the gospel
where the opportunity seems to be ripe and stay
there as long as needed unless needed more else-
where. Don’t worry about support because we
will see that you receive sufficient support. We
all work, mostly on a salary, and we ]oeheve a
preacher should have a living.” Ip a little over
two years about a dozen congregations have been
established in California. IT CAN BE DONE.
West Virginia supports Bro. Barney Welch at
present. Missouri tired of ineffectiveness and is
getting ready to do something. I am thankful
to have the privilege of working with them next
year. Jowa has made plans for next year and I
hear that Wichita Falls, Texas, and @he Cgrter
church near Davidson, Okla., are talking of co-
operating with Sentinel, Okla., tp put a man in
that ripe field. They CAN do it and may (;}od
bless their efforts. Prejudice 1is .dlsappearmg
against such seriptural work even in the south-
west where churches for long have been so un-
balanced concerning the matter. The “one r{\’eet—
ing a year and that’s all we can afford to do” at-
titude is passing.

But ng)w. brethren, just when we .get the
churches in the notion of really doing something
and really supporting the gospel, there develops
a preacher shortage!!?? What’§ wrong? Cali-
fornia is having difficulty in getting ONE preach-
er (they need at least two) for _all of next yea?.
Iowa is having difficulty in getting one for. n_ex‘c

year and they will amply support him. Preachers
who have advocated systematic work and who
have tried to get the brethren ou% of the ‘“rut”
turn down that, upon which they know most of
our future progress depends. I believe_z that
preachers need some teaching on our duties and
responisbilities if we are to raise the church to a
higher plane. Too many preachers have failed to
heed the following passage of scripture.
“No man that warreth entangleth himself wi.th
the affairs of this life; that he may please him
that hath chosen him to be a soldier” (2 Tim.
2:4). Paul was writing to an evangelist concern-
ing his duties and warning him not to enta.ngle
himself so as to impede his activities. Wilson
translates this passage in different _words that
have the same meaning, “No one serving as a sol-
dier embarrasses himself with the occupations of
life, in order that he may please him who enlisted
him.” A soldier who enlists in the army must
leave all his other business behind. He can’t both
fight in the army and farm, etc. Paul draws from
this known fact a lesson for evangelists. No
evangelist can entangle himself with the.‘_‘occu-
pations of life,”” farming, store-keeping, m}-ﬁeld
work, air craft work, etc., and still do justice to
his preaching. Every one who has tried it knows
it. I am not trying to justify or condemn. I
know that years ago some preachers were _forced
to supplement their support from preaching by
work in order to “provide for their house.f’ The
brethren who let them be starved out will give
account before God if they do not repent. But
when a preacher can make a living (I speak not
of luxury) for self and family by preaching he
should say with Paul, “Have we not power to for-
wear working?”’ (1 Cor. 9:6). I believe that God
expects us to do what we are able to do. If I am
able to preach God’s word and turn from that to
something else which incumbers me, when bre-
thren are willing to support me and want me, am
T not doing wrong? I wonder if we are "‘seekmg
FIRST the kingdom of God and his righteous-
ness.” when we do that. I wonder if we are plac-
ing the material above the spiritual, and self
above Christ and others. The brethren made
grave mistakes in the past and helped cause the
prevailing condition. Preachers, let us not make
a bad mistake in the present for do not we all
want a better future? Here and hereafter. Two
mistakes will not make a right. .
Brethren, organize the work, make plans, count
the cost, and let’s do something! Reach over and
get such men as Bro. Tom Smith, of Healdton;,
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Okla., who should be preaching all of the time,
but who is working in the oil fiéld; agree to give
him a Lving wage and put him in the field. Get
John L. KReynolds, of Crocket, Calif., away from
his entangling job; agree to support him, and
send him out. Teach Fred Kirbo that no preach-
er in this time should be farming; convince him,
and support him. Let us all put the Lord first.
May God help us all to choose the best. “Consider
what I say; and the Lord give thee understand-
ing in all things” (2 Tim. 2:7).

o 422 Whittier Blvd.,

Montebello, Calif.

OBEY GOD

- (Deut. 11:26-28) “Behold I set before you this
day a blessing and a curse. A blessing if ye obey
the commandments of tne Lord your God, which
I command you this day; and a curse, if ye will
not obey the commandments of the Lord, your
God; but turn aside out of the way which I com-
mand you this day; go after other gods which ye
have not known.” Also, read Deut. 19:18, 19; 28:
1-11; Josh. 24:14-25. Which are too long to be
quoted here, but are very important to find out
how God’s people gained in material things by
cheying God and lost them by disobeying Him.

How much more important are the Spiritual
things WE enjoy, or lose in this life, and in the
life to come by obeying, or disobeying the same
Ged, ‘and Christ. (Heb. 11:4) “By faith, Abel of-
fered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying to his gitts, and by it he
being dead, yet speaketh.”

(Rom. 10:17) *“Faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.”

(Rom. 14:28) “And he that doubted is damned
if he eat, because he eateth not of faith; for what-

soever is not of faith is sin.” (2 Cor. 5:10) “For -

we must all appear before the Judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may receive the things
done in the body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad.” (Matt. 15:8, 9) “This
people draweth nigh me with their mouth, and
honoreth me with their lips, but their heart is far
from me; but in vain they do worship me, teach-
ing for doctrine the commandments of men.”
Col. 2:8) “Beware lest any man spoil you
through phylosophy and vain deceit, after the
iraditions of men: after the rudiments of the
world, and not after Christ. (20), Wherefore if
veé be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the
~world, why as though living in the world, are ye
subject to ordinances. = (21) (Touch not, taste
not. handle not; which all are to perish with the
using;) after-the commandments and doctrines
of men?” - : .

(Rom. 16:17) “Now I beseech you brethren,
mark them that cause divisions and offenses, con-
trary to the doctrine ye have learned, and avoid
them.” : '

(2 Thes. 8:6) “Now we command you brethren,
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ That ye
withdraw yourselves from every brother that
walks disorderly, and not after the traditions ye
received from us.” (2 Cor. 13:5) “Examine your-

selves whether ye be in the ‘faith; ‘prove 'your-
seives. Know ye hot your ownselves how. that
esus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates ?”

(Col. 2:16, 17) “Let the word of Christ dwell
An you ricaly in all wisdom; teaching and admon-
ishing one another, in psalms, hymns, and spir-
itual songs; singing with grace in your hearts un-
to the Lerd; and whatsoever ye do in word or
dzed do a4l in ..:e name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks 1o God the Father through Him.”

(1 Cor. 14:37) “If any man think himself to be
a prophnet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that
the things I write unto you are commandments
of the Lord.” .

(2 Tim. 3:15) “Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2
Tim. 3:12) “If we suffer, we shall also reign with
Him; if we deny Him, he will also deny us.” .

2 Tim. 4:12) ‘““Yea, and all who will live godly
in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution.” May
God help us to love, fear, and obey Him in alil
things.

—E. A. Lowry

I AM WHAT I AM

I regret that it becomes necessary for any gos-
pel preacher to make a statement as to his stand
on any point of doctrine or Scripture, just because
an error is taught by someone on the same; but
it seems that condition does exist. So, for the
benefit of all who are not acquainted with me, I
do hereby state my position on some points, on
which error is being taught to the destruction of
the unity of the body of Christ.

1. Breaking of Bread—“And when He had giv-
en thanks, He brake it, and said, take eat,”’ ctc.
(1 Cor. 11:24). I believe this and like passages
tedch that Jesus took the bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it. That is, He broke
off and ate of it, thereby showing the apostles
what to do with the bread, in rememberance of
Him, and how to do it. So I teach and so I prac-
tice. :

2. The Cup—(1 Cor. 11:25) I believe this pas-
sage teaches that Jesus took the cup, a drinking
vessel, which contained some fruit of the vine,
gave thanks, and when He had supped, He gave
this cup to the apostles, saying, “This do ve, as oft
as ye drink it, in rememberance of me.” And, to
do this worthily, in a worthy manner, is to do it
just as Jesus did. To do it otherwise, is to drink
damnation to the soul. So I teach and so I prac-
tice. '

3. Fellowship—(Acts 2:42) I believe this pas-
sage teaches that the early church in Jerusalem
continued steadfastly, well established in the doc-
trine, taught by the apostles, as well as enjoying
the fellowship. The one invited interest, being
partakers, with the apostles, sharing together
with them the joy and happiness of living as
Christians, loving one another as themselves.
That such a unity did exist was manifest, in that
“none said naught that he possessed was his own”
(Acts 4:32). Hence, this word “fellowship” in
this passage is not the contribution for the poor
saints, for there were no poor saints at that time

N

v “ ings i »  And may we all who knew her look forward to
ot e a§,all anhsvisalflilﬁehdm%gelenigg rgoilé’ that gregt reunion on the other side: I}fl fortunate
thegleedS%erZ:?cfhmand sol beliéve. enough to get there, I expect to ’rl‘noerfltE'eg 1?1%’?}111'].
4'ill)<;uld there be any other point or passage, _ - Sm
concerning my faith and practice and loyalty, %
stand ready and willing 1:,0 make myself clear.
pray for peace and love in the church for whom

Jesus gave His blood. —FE. J. Smith.
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JONES-SELLERS

July 19, 1942, T officiated at the ceremony, unit-
ing ig the bonds of matrimony, Bro. Jack Jones,
of San Antonio, and Sister Lenoura Sellars, 'oi_f~
Center Point, Texas; in the home of Brother

y rentruy onio. Both the bride and
HayesBrother J oo < Haye§ ey 'b?'lfn Fll‘gcl)lrg u;rl,e ii?y%gi r(Ehristians, and we pray thgt
Jamuary 2T, 1869},0 - Te%nesse:s; (c)lfe szag,rlelc ed this hite gGod will bless the union in the furtherance of His
, bein yea e.
Auggs]te:‘,fe]f;lg mour%l his passing his wife, four cause.
sons—W. R., of Guntefr ’C N. (f)., gt 1?\/{/%0?1}; 1,1 g%t(;rr's’ -
; . rawford;

o %iogﬁnzngoléeg,’oof Brady ; and Mrs. Iva Scott, TANKERSLEY-MULLEN )
Z)E Luk;b0ck~ twenty-eight grand children,‘ t_\\{enty- On July 19, 1942, Brother _C. L. T ank% ysl ey ar}d
seven great’ grand children, and a host ot friends. yicq Regina Mullen were united in mat‘1‘ imony, in
Bro. Hayes obeyed the gospel when a young Reno Nevada. They are making tzlen ?%Tle 11121
man, and his good “works do follow him.”  OWr gyelton, where they attend the Church 0d ! rist.
sym’pathy goes out to Sister Hayes, the children. Tpaiy many friends wish them a long and happy

and other relatives. married life. __Mys. Winfred Smith.

—-M. J. Buffington.
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al services were conducte;d by the writer,
anguxs body was laid to rest in thg Pendleton —
Cemetery. —James R. Stewart. OUR HELPER

i m at . - - workers for sub-
ich.—Joseph Duncan Fish was born at Walnut Relow are the names of our wor 1 -
Hi?l‘l lIIJ.a. J.?an? 26, 1861; departig thlsdhlff; g;‘}l}; scriptions from J&iy 20 rrlfge?t;gussutbgO’re?;?vgg%oy
’ " peing 81 years, 5 months, an site their names the nu . :
B ot oy 0 WAk B o kg o
! i nited in matrimoen o mistakes. Rep ¢
NII; 1’%‘2(a)k]:111'9-. glsghvvi‘gs Snion 10 children were ;C}Zn?%y We sincerely thank all for their lgy;“}i
b(;)lfn whose names are: Wygma, Agizcol{‘;t’ogomgfs’ to the paper and fo%'h Zhéairlcliﬁzlﬁgrtl manifested 1
" Loi bin, Manilla, Ora, ana Lil . helping us increase . -
&zilf)é’pI;:ése’der him in death in 1927, and one child "~ ot Cook—19; IlgarneVGWJelch;;lZ;rﬁwg?
i . ) . Waters—9; Homer L. King—0; Joe Howart=o »
ml%lisgk;eyed the gospel, being baptized into Christ John L. ReynoldsA_4B; rlé g\ll[e 1—%00};?11;1__83{6 vl;lSK...
. —3; Mrs. A. B. Coble—s; ) —
abg‘ut aa?’leggriigs were conducted by the writer, 12{?61:7/16;‘85. Minnie Foster—2; E. E. Wright—2; T.
du?eferment was in the Orr Cemetery. The T’ 'my jhascon—2; D. A. Jones—2; Mrs. J. E.
an nb ther was the father of Sister Strickland, P‘hillips—Z; John Spradley—1; J. S. Thomas—
i ldton, who is known by many of the readers 1.1 Uino"Cottrell —1; Mrs. C. G. King—1; C. W.
Oi_' gle: OP?X’ May the Lord help the family to en- J érnigan——l; Rertie Elkins—1; Mrs. Lena Trac_'.y
(c)lure the gr'ief in this hour of tréal. B Smith —1; Dan Sexton—1 },I J arnesS R:titev{ar%_i%;c(ﬂ:;_
. —Tom E. Smith. ence Snodgrass—1; Homer Smith—1; L. L. -
: : : . —1; G. A. Canfield—1; H.
: . Francis Miller was pell—1; Pete Howard—1; S ,
Francls.—2—8$ ulsélg;l a%aii}clkhart, Texas; departed . Robertson—1; Mrs. . V. Dinnington—1; Total
}gﬁf;l 1isfeep%u1y’ 20 1,942, at her home, near David- 92
son, Okla. In 1891. she was married to W. H.

. . . 1y % 'n— . . . L
Wil o whien uron fowr it e oty N g the sy v to e
finnie Ola a Y

i iber few more months, if possible.
i e, of Davidson, subscribers for a re 3 c l

e, %1:;1 (E?vlff sqclgg ’cﬁﬁgrgﬁwm, of David- Hencei v»;g askf alllgugo'év%zl;eéia‘? gglsahtﬁgls ox;feél.y
sarvis i 1 v Lampasas, special offer ol on , iLer,
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in 1983, since which e she made her rom® i Z‘lilzllsedo interest and the nice list of subs. sent

ber of the in th st these
her son, Clyde. She had been 2 mem ! ast three months, when in the pa

church for over 40 years. She was truely 2 mo ;So;}‘zﬁsphave been the lean season. Keep up the
ther in Israel.

» i k. and we shall be able to give:
iter duct the funeral tempo of this work, ) fo give
The writer W%f‘cﬁagﬁg l;cc())d;ovnvas laid to rest in you a better paper, a;ln(il b%s&dgsr,it:?;'xojx& énIc):1 cas
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NOTICE TO FRIENDS OF PAPER .
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FROM BROTHER MILLER

In “The OId Paths Advocate” of March, page 4,
columns one and two, is an essay from Brother
Lawrence H. Bee against Acts 2:42. Please per-
_mit to examine it with candor through “The 0ld
Paths Advocate.” Brother Bee has pursued the
same course as far as he has gone that all others
who oppose Acts 2:42 have. Hence, in replying to
him, is in principle, answering all who hoid with
him. .

Brother Bee thinks “Acts 2:42 is an imperfect
order” because ‘“There is no song mentioned in it,
and we are commanded to sing.” Col. 3:16, Eph.
5:19. According to this reasoning about all (if
not all) of the Word of God could be rejected, viz.,
Acts 2:38 does not “mention” faith or confession;
Mk. 16:16 mentions “faith (belief) ard baptism,”
(Not repentance nor confession). Per Bro. Bee's
theory, you would have to say they are an “im-
perfect order.” Should the above scriptures be
accepted as being a perfect “order,” you would
have two laws for the aliens to obey.

We should remember that the Word of God in-
cludes and excludes, viz., Christians are com-
manded to sing, Eph. 5:19, Col. 8:16. This ex-
cludes playing and whatever is necessary to obey
the command “sing” is included (books, ete.).

Bro, Bee says, “If singing is included in the
teaching as some contend, then the women take
part in the teaching of the public assembly, the
very things that is condemned in,1 Cor. 14 and 1
Tim. 2.” Neither of these scriptures “condemn”
women for singing in “the public assembly.” You
surely know Paul in the above scriptures, is talk-

ing about the public teaching or edification, and
says the brethren are to do that—1 Cor. 14:27-81.
And you are no doubt aware that “speak” in 1
Cor. 14:34 and “teach” in 1 Tim. 2:12 are used
interchangeably. Hence, has reference to a public
specch or talk. ne 1 Cor. 14:27-29, therefore,
has no referencz 15 “singing.”

The following indicates that Bro. Bee did not
“rightly divide the Word of truth,” 2 Tim. 2:15:

1. The public teaching, or edifying, is individ-
ual, 1 Cor. 14:26, and the brethren are to do the
public teaching (speaking) one at a time. 1 Cor.
14:26:31.

2. The singing is congregational (plural), Eph.
5:19, Col. 3:16. Therefore, - “women singing in
the public” is not “condemned in 1 Cor. 14, 1 Tim.

2, nor elsewhere in the Word of God. A

Bro. Bee asks, “But if teaching is not included

in Acts 2:42 then we wonder what number it is in

" the worship. Is it number 1—is it number 579’

Acts 2:42 says “and they continued stedfastly in

the apostles’ teaching, ete.” If you want to “num-
ber” or misnumber you can.

Bro. Bee refers to Acts 20:7-11, then Supposes
“the order was changed.” If the “suppose” is
left out Acts 20-7-11 is plain enough. Luke does
not say what they did first or last, bus only tells
what was done. I suggest that we do not tamper
with the “Sacred writings,” but if “events are not
always recorded in their chronological “order”
pernaps Acts 20-7-11 is one of those “events.”

Further Bro. Bee says, “I understand that this
(1 Tim. 2:1) is also held by some good brethren
as being the divine order of worship.” Yes, some
advocate the above order. When people want-
their own way they seem to justify themselves by
adding to and taking from God’s Word.

Bro. Bee wants to know, “How could we keep
in harmony with 1 Cor. 1:10 ‘that yve all speak
the same thing and that there be no divisions
among you’ ete., if we have in the same congre-
gation brethren contending for each of these as
the divine order of worship.” If brethren con-
tinue to teach their different theories and orders

throughout the brotherhood it is impossible for
“all to speak the same things,” etc., but should
we all “walk by the same rule” (Phil. 8:16—1 Pet.
4:11) we would then be ‘“speaking the same
things, ete.” .

Bro. Bee avers that “Events are not always
recorded in their chronological order.” (Acts 5-30,
1 Tim. 8:16). This would suggest that “zvents”
are sometimes “recorded in their chronological
order.” How does Bro. Bee know Acts 2:42 is
not one those “events recorded in chronological

-order ?”

The scriptures often mention things done and
to be done, then elsewhere explains how they are
to be done or observed, viz: “The cup of blessing
which we bless, is it not a communion. of the blood
of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not
a communion of the body of Christ?” 1 Cor. 10-
16.

The above teaching informs us what “the cup”

and “bread” are and speaks of “the cup” first and
“‘the bread” last, but when the instruction is given
how to partake Paul gave the order as Jesus did,
“The bread” first, “the cup” last.
1 Cor. 11:23-29,

Mt. 26:26-23.
Hence, Acts 5:30 and 1 Tim. 3:16 which ‘Bro.

Bee is relying on are parallel with 1 Cor. 10:186,
etc. They tell what was done but do not give the
order or way they were done; howbeit, Acts 5:30
and 1 Tim. 3:16 is not considering the worship
upen the first day of the week, however, Acts
2:42 is concerning the worship for Lord’s day;
therefore, Acts 2:42 tells what they did and how
they did it (worshipped). ‘

Thus it is written, “and continued (they had to

begin before they continued steadfastly in the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking
of bread and the prayers.” Acts 2:42, This has
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re all observed”—“no, certain order”—no

i ‘ fl};?/};r:;ing order” — misrep.resentm_g,h etc.i{ét}%?;
th‘cglty"Bee .aské further, “Does the word ‘fellow- can not “follow after the things which ma
shipl’.oi'n Acts 2:42 have referer{)ce tg the con’gi“lglo‘t)l’-y peace. — Joseph Miller.

i it ader meaning? o
tion 5.‘1‘01"9’1 t‘ng‘?vesv;g ?Vi\;ecint;gd for Acts 2:42 (You may look for ak.)lljeglyso)r the other side in
"23 ril‘(a)lg r?lsaintain tl"xat the “fellowship” in thebabove the next issue. —Publishers.

! ibution
ip has “reference to the 'contrl u

:Tgillzet’l}r%Bro. Bee thinks “it is questlonablg as to
whetﬁer the Jerusalem church h’?d a contrlbutlc;;n
upon the first day of the week,” and offers Acl(s1
9:44-45, “and had all things common, and sot
t};eir géods and possessions an,(} parted themh 3
all men as every man had need. ”After ’E}ney 3”
“sold their goods and possessions the}xxl dpigeil i

ol e something ! 1F ’ ‘ 18.—If anyone knows

(d1v1ded) them. t.o a thing? If not, why C. C. Rawdon, Decatur, [il., August - yone knows
W‘(’)tu"ld not they sHiheve sameTe O e e be Hamediburs, Ind, some Tof wor-
not? .

ings up Acts 4:34-37 and e_llleges, Ship,
“T%Z;' }?a? I?cf lgged tg)r a contribuglon, %wccllen;c)ll%
i i fter they had s
had nothing to contrlk_mte ad T :
i ght the price
their goods and possessions an ”rou  price
id i t.” It seems tha
and laid it at the apqstles fee U
ed here as the reading
some cogs have been 'JumI‘)‘ed . as the xeaoe
of Acts 4:34-37 signifies “For nei s there
: them any that lacked, for as many
gg;?;gsors of lands (f)rtﬁml}cf's :o%%attliggﬁ; :;‘i(é
brought the prices o e 1,ng ere sod
i les’ feet, and distri
and laid them at the apost Ject, and A ad
tion was made unto each according ) iad
he apostles war s
need, and Joseph who by the ostles wat Som
c preted,
named Barnabas (which is being i rpreted Sou
tation), a Levite, a man 0 v
giceE}ilhao\fing a ﬁ)eld, soldlit, a;ld ‘?}:oulgfh'il &iiﬁ?ﬁgi
7aid it at the apostles’ eet. t
-‘3;% lfar;gdle unto each ‘“‘according as gny(J)cne i}\ti‘?
"need” would not each one have something to give?
Aclgsu‘? :gv%y this quibble? The dNefcv g?:é?gle?ﬁ
i “ tinued stea )
informs us ‘“and they’ contini S i,
the apostles’ teaching a A
i(rlluzcth: 1fotr)eaking of bread and the prayers, Acts
e llowship as used
: writes “The Wprd fge ow ; :
in %ﬁgf I\llaeev?r Testament carries with it tgeoldgacc;g :
(1) A joint partition as inl Cor. 10: tﬁ haci
6:14.” ~Granted, however, it indicates “D‘e}iysribu-
something to give (distribute). (2) Distribu.
{' »_distribution was made to all. as e oLy e
'hlgé’: need,” Acts 4:35. Yes, and this enab Ae ostlels’
to “continue steadfastly in (not 01.1t)kt.he Og S
teaching and fellovzslélp 212 gheqpﬁ :; ﬁzg o L
ers,” Acts 2:42. Ih €
ﬁ)nv(vlsﬁ}ilg”pgzyoften as they had “the breaking of

never been changed, nor annulled by Divine Au-

= >

kton, Calif., July 22.—
J. W. Bowmer, Rte. 1 Box 602, Stoc » C  July 22—
With the help of Bro. Ervin Waters, a[li)out 1; membz;.‘;i;gt?n
N A m
w from the digressive brethren, an we began me
(zlxrel!)uilding in this place, but they keep trying in vain to get
us back.

i i August 8—1 just
'y Kirbo, R. F. D., Davis, Oklahoma, 1
reft::élly closed a meeting at Old Bula, near Littlefield, ‘;l‘ex%s,
with two baptized and we trust the church strengt};‘etne . My
next was with the church in Lubbock for a few nights.

g i cla., August 16.—We are still
hn Rogers, Davidson, Ol\la.,
woJroshxilpinggas the Bible directs in the Carter .church, am%i \\tr:
are progressing very nicely. We all are .lookmg fo;war o
our meeting, beginning the 4t_h §unday in September, ¢
ducted by Bro. King. All are invited.

t 19.-—Since the
, Rte. 2, Atlanta, Texas, Augus e
chg;cl}?.hiile]e:as put in the “old Bible class systen}: oj t::é:hl
i ‘ lace to worship near here,
ing,” a few of us have no p g D e that you, Bro-
Rodessa, La., most of the time.
%l:ext‘oKing, or some other loyal preacher can come to hold

us a meeting.

jms, Rte. 4, Ada, Oklahoma, Augus . : est
Gtg. S];- E}"Al::éh here is moving along sausfactonly,ct\:lxith ‘:{fle
terest ‘and devotion about as good as could b:, e::lpe an.d e
study the Bible chapter by chapt'erl}" each L;rt:lenz;y,seems he
i oun
i t seems to be growing. e youl 1
{)r;cegsjeloping rapidly. We hope Bro. King can be with us

this fall.

3 St. Louis, Mo., August
ard. 6780 Southwest Ave., S i
2011(—2-?:2120;‘;11 this wicked old city, working. If an%ozeitl‘n;(’?;;
of.q loyal church here or near here, II wou]dhbieg: e
i N the location, that may ha
Wi)ll }llf}f; r:rf I]::!?(;YS days. 1 was forced to leave my home at
wors 3

Dora, Mo., to seek work.

burg, Tenn., Aug.
-son (colored), Rte. 2, Lawrence o,
17F‘—e§%eni)vbei}es very thankful to have Brother G. A. Canfield

. While there were no ad-
ach for us a few days recently. TBile e e T eh.

We continue on in the

r
giteions, yet we were strengthened an

The seed was sown fully and well.

: Stl‘ o i i hes. e appreciate the
read.” If the “contimue ste ()ti; rved all of work and wors?np as the Bible teac W
serve one of those items, they Se Hat of the O ite brethren.
i i Aug. 19.—We are cer-
e that “In W ilson’s Em- Sentinel, Oklahoma, Aug. W

ta{]ri{;\' t?mtae:i?:i for the good meeting, closed here Aug. 9, by

i i i d 1 restoration. The
i ulting in 7 baptisms an T Fhe
B;s;cgl?vi’s l;1e‘lsuch strengthened by %he tea;;;ngb?:;dlgilrlwhz%
. i courage. . -3
c enewed zeal an 1 1
g :Do;v::;l:: y‘v;lt(}i‘ :ut » and we are trying to do more in the
ns out - »

i have the
i “ ’ i d. We are praying that others may
i ealing, Brethren rord’s vineyar :
Brothetr s?r%%eﬁ:éi}:xiswgid: I:‘f) no profit, but le’t;, zood results as we have
S . » e,
- i%sllgv?r after the things which make for ggg; >
gid to this I say, “Amen.” “If bg%ﬁ:ﬁcg T
eir opinions—"no di ]
;Pi?exgrg?c?h:hworship is attended to first just so

Bee informs us t Vilson’s Bim-
phgggzh%iaglott the word in Acts 2:42 is trans

ibution.” but does it not
sdistribution.” Very erll,
}ciﬁ “ccl:i)sntribution” also?. D_1d t}ae% not have to
contribute before they “distributed?

—Brother Fred
i Lubbock, Texas, Aug. 7. red
B B e b d sermons for us las
i reached two goo
Kirbo ca:nethlaika]?g ig a good preacher and able to diigndwi;};?
weet]}(\. g}foult; any of the loyal brethren be passing this v,
truth. 3

S

rodie

i
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we-shall be glad to .have‘ .you sto i '
| p over with us. W t James R.-
ye shall be gl ] e meet at es R. Stewart, Rte. 4
. ah\vl:yss“tror;{ayt}fnorBl}s that we may remain faithful and held a missionf m’eeting ,ﬂx:;col,&’l(‘lexas, ARl 121 zecently
ip the Bible way. sponsored by the church at Equali nﬁ?;ﬁ.ts()klla.;:h__w?ich- was
’ 2 ! . it was
botea] . = Very commendaule of these b interest i
Barbaﬁ;‘gjf&mk{;zs llauefiu;]ﬁi P. S'thca“”” Star Rte., Santa Mission work, and I would be r;li{lc;e:o ZZeb:hl'S; lr.lte’l‘ested Tt
s ., . 10— e another trip to Los Angel invade ever i our Tron” the
last week. The brethren ther i N R Ips Dretheen agree 1o maih
) . e certainly are at work. I S. 8. and hip wich we [ enjoreq
last_we the a2 rk. It cups brethren agree t i i j
hon];n;} t;loezsrdhellg};omz})‘tolv;\?t them, for it is next to going the good home with Bro.gEI?no:ew:rT(sihlfp “flth Uy monjoved
home. I heard . Pau ichols preach Sunday night. I be at Gilliland, Texas; then with ereratiay noxt will
year We h e among the strongest in the field in a few Antonio. On with the, ood ! # congregation near San
: S. e have bought us a good library here now. I was £ ot
glad to see the good response to Bro. Gay’s needs ’

Barney Welch, Box 111, Spring Hill, W. Va, Aug, 17.—

M. J. Buffington, Ss Our forces have been gre: i .
gton, Sand Grove, Texas, Aug. 12~—I am now against the enemy in &’t’;‘?;“:;ci?;r;for;eg andﬂare]holding fast
- ecently closed a very

in a good meeting at the z i 3d i
attendance so fal"g: };ut neo q\lr)i‘;‘i]lflg)]:ce’ 1wlth B rterestand  Dieasant and profitable two ecks o !
at Gause, Texas, Aug. 17. From t%S;‘tstet_' tI 271\/1111 to begin Pa. I found some very fine brset(;i meett}:ngs o oommodore,
3t Gause, Texas, du P.ra e go’ to Monroe, La. stored to the faith. Breth v e Bea yards ve-
z ay for me and the work. Lydie, and others are able lzzr:iefgawl" \ngoore’k I?Iee’ et
i 4 2 0! . S as i
C. L. Cawthon, Kinston, Alnr s, 12— We have | . Oct.obel for another effort. I am to begi ed to return in
one of the best meetings in the history of the ?:hJUSthci?sed SI}:”“] Shpam omight In an offort to plant gﬂ? : m;etlfn% o
with six baptized 3 lll‘c S vl oo, rank ‘ e expuct i
Sieh six | %hi]l' ang.dseveral \vand.erers returned to the fold. arrival of my fath ‘SI}{mve W olared: foe e expecting the’
bro. f;w {nore p?: hl' theBpre;chxng g turned to the fold. er, H. C. Welch, soon for'a visit in the East.
3 aching. rethren W, H. R i -
Palmer, and Jeter Whigham were with us sofnyenolds, Dewitt

John L. Reynolds, Box
s Box 249, Crockett, Calif
few brethren have moved into this part ‘and az-.é ;]nuelgtisz';it“l:

Clede Middick ) - the church at this ac g isi
ick, Davidson, Oklahoma, August 18.—The church Stockton and at IZOSIiue"I‘h;yl;crzngy i t};{e s at
. rowing in knowledge and

here is moving along nicel i
r y. Brother Kirbo held i

last spring, and we a i y (o anethor meat  netiva vanpmiss ureh s ' .
e i i et o aoaking forvard o anothes moet:  active cangolist b the prese, B vl il 02
L. King doing the preachi mber, with Brother Homer long until the return of Br ltors, and, too, wo are loking
days. We inv?te all gr?tl?;:xfe%chciﬁtﬂlf;ﬂ”; over three Lord’s forward to the comin; of laor;o‘t%(‘a:'mx:’m?n:l, too{ i G king
d. In the meantime w ildi o e in ithe work
e are building up the missi ;
father has not been well for sometirﬁe mlssmn' fund. My

hs}tl;. E Robertson, Phillipsburg, Missouri, Aug. 23.—Since my
6klale&o:tti.nlu'con%uctted a meeting at Bowlegs, near Seminole
. in - N s . ’

I found a markegd SiZg;‘;oe ‘zge:l(;; “;zcﬂll-tone baptized into Christ. our meeting the 19th with 9 baptized
which T appreciated very much }Z)Nea;ctl: %:‘among.t;”:ﬁhrsn here, Cook did some good preaching M;ndm;g ! r}?StO;’fd. Srother
at the Ellis School house nort.h of M tain € e e fergewhened. Ve b o win Tor another uf

v otntain Grpene b ) e ope to see him return for ot
two Lord's days. These faithf » Mo., over -fort sometime, B i man ren
: o bretpameain Gros P . rother Lynwood Smith, a
strong opposition since the; § een fighting Wesson, Miss.,, was wi v very gtad 1o home
v bogan contondiag feennEbt V o s with us, and we weréd ver 1

e e Bible him. We are expecti i % g"dd o have
omfield, Jowa, for some work., . us again soon anpd dlong;o]:r:? pa;'r;:c}?i;o' gal‘los Stk to Vst
and the good work of the Lord. g for us. Pray for us

F. K. Reeves, Marion, La., July 26.~Brother Cook closed

Homer A. Gay, Lebanon, Miss i
. ¥, s ouri, Aug. 23.—1 w
f;:il;o :;;,lt.gn%vmtost of f]}ro. Waters’ meeting, in Leba:znvi?:
. . Waters .is fast developing into a stron T .
eacher.
iw(z;ys able to do part of the teaching at Lees Sfmpmiztlclj;t
ord’s day—the first T have done since in April, when I had

_gluarx;incet}f{essmger, Box 42, Spring Hill, W. Va., August 13
Y, c}mfch e {)asst month I.have preached several times aé
Lo & e, S es a top 12, Spring Hill, and at Mallory Chappel
ccident. I am thankful to report that I am still improv- v mes T plan to make another p Middletown'

i

ing, but I still h Ohio, in the nea ,
I hope to dol " 1?&?eaplrc;r;gch'}\:1gy :loosio hto gett}}).acli(. to normal. cﬁ‘or;; to uphold rajgtizzpoita:ﬁ whole }lll_earted]y behind the
: . 'ome is fall. sti : A e preachin f .
follow a strict diet and T am not too active yet. My brIot;t(alll God, and may God give me and others g'thoe gsrgz?da:é-
f

S. J., baptized t - strength to do so. ©
Ridgé. P wo here yesterday, who came from Cable the end that thiocafsr:znfl;rpr::sszg the work in this part, to

G. A. Canfield, (colored), Rt

G.. , e. 1, Box 78, Mari
:7n Ilpreached two weeks in Miss. and ;ix a‘;';;r;, il;xa.;l‘;\nung.
r;n‘;ib:jgt r;gzlr‘lt. t‘}A;t the little church (colored), near Law.-'

r ) o ere are but six member eeti i
private home, but they are as i ® ot a3

' strong in the faith
ever saw. They have but one mal e
They made a erens e but onc e member to take the lead.
o have me come, but th
™e to return for another effort. 1 han o white
. brethren for helping me to ‘ w.ant b ok e white
. - make this trip. The ch ]
AuilIIQR()\g:ni]sgntlnel’ Oklahoma, August 5—From July 26 to ;ﬁ;gg?oz;]dM%, ther Bomir Y. e chareh at ees Su;c;lhm::
Hom.er’L ¥ 2 o very Eood gospel maetimn e om0 C(;ok; rother Homer L. King, $1.00. I enjoyed Bror
P <')f .1tng _dgmg the preaching, and he certainly did a s preaching. — '
; :
fine Job of s,e‘%;;n;gp:iszer:ioihr:gg r})ut the word of God. The T. R. Chappell, Eola, Tex
were glad to have visiting brethi-ei r;:toregl ‘:O'CﬂIe e, 5, progressing nic’ely .VVeel};:(sl. Auml]St GIThe e Sent
Wa S starl pe phave. visiting brethr om the Carter church. with Brother Hi " doi Cpreaching, THeing recently
g Sithfal hreihoey hier h 4 ! er Hilton doing the preachin H .
way to visit us. The church is . passing this  situation existing i i 5 o Do
Eroming men ol oing g in a splendid way. We had th i

nlease God. Pray for us th . . , Striving 10 and two_confession ing. ahout every
way tanght us oo Dee. Kingat we may continue in the good week-end. I recentslvoi)riaalllht:;i z}t a;zlmpl:a:h”}g 2’ll‘bou': e

. . have a fine congrega%ion at th Tkimg with mtorens

. t place. worki ith 1

Dan Sexton, Hollis, Okla., R j breach o i e chure, an
: ’ Rte L A . nce a month at San A i
Prxsedlz" hear from ;ne, but we are Ii:igr;gs‘in Yt'z:tnll?zydbef e poonch each 4th Sunday aatnM;]%;lg (I{szehz:,zw c:immh)’ e
now. ecently a preacher came into our ¢ i oreach ox on rarted there. Tmean to d : ime o prasch:
o the o Beeracher ct T community to preach ing in the £ « evote my full time to preach- .

Ying he wonld v oo 0. near future. “The harvest is whit
;;kmti}:\il:e to I}Q;t mde answer him, and they finally let ?rllg.e;.avi ers are few” Pray for me and my work. e e
: s, e admitted the cups were not i ’ : |
Law of Christ. I replied that i e e bed pY, the ot ‘
| : . b e . F. omasson, Trech g

v‘},191'e not of “faith” (Rom. 10 1’71) ::atlfwi?t ‘E:l;e’fa?:;}?”]’ ;‘:gey LS, pof Crockett eéa?iio' fl:ﬁv:d Biix}e‘:‘u}% 11'._125 ¥
they mast be. sin (Rom 14.233 M a1th,” then  planned, we were una.ble t "h ceting in eoom
things were said. We have no loyal any other -interesting' . and instead we just h day semiver on g5, 18 Trechado,
meet in our home for \Voi‘ship'rj? loyal church near us, hence I was with the Jchurcl?di:HBi?é’o:er;g: e e s dave,
Lord’s ‘days in’ July. Visible'res’u]ts wzr:v:;ot}gzpi;::dtw;

Joe H. Howard, Lawrencebur
s " rg, Tenn., Aug. 17.—M i
3\‘;: glaxtoq resulted in one baptism a,nd the churcsix n:i?fti‘:f
faumserry;txllfe}z; Ark..,t.I balptized three and five confessed theiz:
. 1s writing I am in a meeting at Cha 1
near the above address. I be net A
b . gan the 15th inst.
crowds and interest are good. I go next to Long Br’anz:}:d n:e}::-
,

here, with a pro i1
brethren. Prospect for a debate with the S. S. and cups
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niade my home with Bro. H. C. Welch and his good Christian
ramity.. He and the good faithful bretnren cooperating with
him are doing a great work, being strictly Scriptural in work
and worsmip. A spirit of brotherly love seems to permeate
tae entire group. They treated me royally and supported me
well. I visited in the homes of Brethren Tidlow and Ham-
rick, also one nignt with Bro. J. E. Jones, of Temple. 1 go
next to McDonald, N. M., the 16th inst. September 20 1 am
to go to-Lebanon, Missouri, for about three meetings. Pray
for mes

Burley F:. Black, 263 S. Moore St., Ottumwa, Iowa, Aug., 4—
Brother Ervin Waters ciosed a three weeks meeting at this
place, July 31. We rejoice over the results of the meeting.
Although additions were not great, there being one baptized
and four restored, we believe inestimable good was done. We
plan greater things for next year. One notad improvement
was that our coniribution doubled and is increasing. We
learned to love Bro. Waters and his good wife for their grav-
ity, sincerity, and sound speech that cannot be condemned.

C. W. Van Stavern, Lebanon, Missouri, Aug. 18.—Brother
Ervin Waters closed a good meeting here the 16th inst., em-
bracing three Lord’s days. One was baptized and one con-
fessed faults, and we are sure the church was made stronger
by the good plain teaching by Bro. Waters. The seed was
sown, and we look for a harvest in the future. We are glad
to have Bro. Albert Larew and family, Sister Nelson and fam-
ily, of Ottumwa, Iowa, visit in the meeting. Also, Bro. Wood-
ard Clouse and family, of Crane, Mo. A good part of the
Lees Summit church attended regularly, assisting in song and
otherwise. We are very glad to have them. We arve looking
forward to the arrival of Bro. T. F. Thomasson to hold meet-
ings in this part this fall, zlso the return of Bro. Waters and
wife next year for 8 or 9 months preaching. Let us press to-
ward the mark.

Carlos B. Smith, Wesson, Miss., Aug. 17—~—We had the pleas-
ure of hearing Brother Clovis T. Cook in another series of
meetings, at the New Salem church recently. He did his
part well in giving the church some needed lessons to “knit”
their hearts together on the things for which we have fought.
Too, he showed the danger of departures from the word of
God in the work and worship of the church and of “enjoying
the pleasures of sin for a season.” We regard Bro. Cook a
firm and uncompromising man for the truth. T am with him
now in a misgion effort, near Pine Hill, Ala., sponsored by the
New Salem and the Red Oak Grove churches. We are making
our home with Bro. D. A. Moore. The interest is unusual
among the denominations, due to the able manner of presen-
tation and kind reasoning of Bro. Cook.

T. M. Hoover, 200 N. 4th St, Montebello, Calif., July 27—
Early in the spring my family and.I moved from the north
part of the state back to our old home congregation, Monte-
bello. We regretted to leave the good brethren at Crockett,
whom we learned to love so much. The churches in this
state are doing very well, generally, but it seems they want
to hear a variety of preachers. 1 suppose, we need to move
to Missouri, where so many of our preachers are congrega-
t'ng. Brethren, let us not forget the young brethren, w}}o
are now in the Conscientious Objectors Camp, in prayers, In
_thought, and in a financial way. May the Lord be and abide
with all the faithful.

Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood, Calif,, Aug.
18.—Recently 1 visited the church at Monrovia, with a lesson
from the Bible. They centinue in the work of the Lord.
Since returning from work in the northern part of ﬂ.le state,
1 have been working with my home church, 3535 Siskiyou St.,
Los Angles, and with Montebello. Last Lord’s day we had two
additions at my home church. One of those baptized was the
brother of Sam Smith, cousin of Carlos Smit
Also, a man, formerly of Texas, placed memb
we are thankful.
tian boys (6) in the C. P. S. Camp,
soldiers of the cross, let us be all out for v

foe!

ership, for whom

John Snow, Gen. Del, Dublin, Te
are always calling preachers to preac
very seldom do they «gand” them. I see, however,
brethren in California have adopted this met d
fore are spreading the gospel. The will of the Lord is,
they went everywhere preaching the word.”

h, of Mississippi.

The Lord willing, I mean to visit the Chris-
near Santa Barbara. As
ictory over the

xas, Aug. 14—Brethren
h for and to them, but
that the
hod and there- Sant
w#pnd  trimony Bro. Cle

I suggest that

the loyal brethren of Texas put our preachers “in the field;

“send” them throughout tnis state, “preaching the word.” .
We can do this by each church contributing a certain amount

regularly for this work. One of the most able for this work,

that I know, is Bro. Clarence Snodgrass. He is loyal, able, and

worthy. Let us do our best, working te the end that the

gospel may' be preached to the lost; but, “how shall they

preach except they be sent.”

Homer L. King, Lebanon, Missouri, Aug. 24.—After two
weeks, embracing three Lord's days, I closed a series of
meectings with the faithful in Sentinel, Okla,, August 9. Al-
though Sentinel has for years been a very difficult place to
get crowds or additions, as many of our loyal preachers will
confirm, yet it seems the “ice was broken” this time. The
crowds and interest wers unusual for that place. Seven were
baptized and one was restored, and the church was aroused
ss I have never seen it before. 1 left them determined to
build or buy a new house, meet more irequently for song
practice and Bible teaching, give more freely of their means
for the cause of Christ, and to do more mission work, yea,
and to live closer to the Lord in general. It was my third
offort with them, and they asked me to return for another
next year. I am now in a series of meetings at Council Hill,
Oklahoma, and after four days, the crowds and interest seem
to be gaining each service. I am to continue next Lord’s
day. The first Lord’s day in September, I am to begin at
Cameron, Texas, .continuing over two Lord’s days, at least.
Then, to the Carter church, near Davidson, Okla., beginning
the last Sunday in September, We urge all in reach to at-
tend these meetings. Pray for me and the good work.

Ervin Waters, 422 Whittier Blvd,, Montebello, Calif., Aug.
14.—The meeting at Ottumwa, Yowa, closed July 31, with four
restorations and one baptism. We enjoyed our stay with
the brethren. I am thankful that I can report that during
the meeting plans were formulated for extensive evangelistic
work in Jowa next year. The meeting at Lebanon, Mo., be-
gan August 2 and continues at this writing, with one baptism
to date. The outlook in Missouri is bright and we look for-
ward to working in this state next year. We go from here
to California by way of Texas. Pray for us.

Clovis T. Cook, Lebanon, Missouri, Aug. 20.—I began a
meeting with the New Salem church, near Wesson, Miss,,
July 31, continuing eight days, resulting in one baptism and
three restovations. The crowds and interest were unusually
good. Aug. 9, I began at Red Oak Grove, near Summit, Miss.,
where Bro. L. L. Red is striving to build up the cause. Aug.
15, I began a mission meeting, near the home of Bro. D. A,
Moore, at Pope, Ala. We continued several nights, preaching
from the front porch of a store, with good erowds and interest.
We baptized two, and we look for others soon. They will meet
for worship in Bro. Moore’s home, and any faithful preacher
passing that way will find a welcome. The merchant, al-
though not a Christian, was kind to let us use his store for
the meeting. The Red Oak Grove church gave $10.00 for this
work, and Sister Moore gave me $3.00. Bro. Moore is making
a great sacrifice to establish the cause there. Bro. Carlos
Smith assisted me there.

Tom E. Smith, Healdton, Okla., Aug. 7.—I have just re-
turned from a vacation (15 days), given me by the Texas Co.
My family and I drove over to Wichita Falls July 11, and I
preached that night and on Lord’s day and night. We now
have a fine church in Wichita Falls, and we may expect some
great things from them for “they have a mind to work” (Neh.
4:6). On the 22nd and 23rd I preached at Tew Salem, near
Santo, Texas, to large audiences each night. July 26, I was
with the Vaughn St. church, at Fort Worth, Texas. A sister
was restored from the S. S. and cups brethren.

Ralph E. Mustard, 318% So. Heliotrope, Monrovia! Calif.,
Aug. 17.—Since my last report, I have preached considerable
at the home church. T baptized one and one was restored at
Monrovia recently. The second Lord’s day' in July we had
the opportunity of visiting with and pr_eachmg to a group of
fine Christian boys in the Conscientious Objectors Camp,
Santa Barbara, Calif. Our prayers continue to go out for
these boys who have the faith and courage to stanq up for
their convictions. We should do all we can to assist them
spiritually and financially, as they are in need of both. You
may contact them by writing Batsell Moore, C. P. S. Camp,
a Barbara, Calif. July 19, T united in the bonds of ma-
o Boek and Sister Edna Preston, in Youma,

Ariz. Please note my change of address as above.
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COMMENDED

In July of this year, I met for the first time
Brother G. A. Canfield (colored), of Marion, La.,

and I believe he is a faithful gospel preacher, able
to- do the work of an evangelist. But, like the
rest of us, he is a poor man in this Avorld’s goods,
making his living by farming. He is unable to
make the sacrifice that he is, but he continues to
do it without complaining. Brother Canfield is
doing a work that we white brethren cannot do,
for we cannot reach the colored people as well as a
colored preacher. I believe it is our duty to help
him stay in the field (not “cornfield”) preaching
te his race. This plea is unsolicited, but your sup-
port will be appreciated by him and by me.
—Clovis T. Cook.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTR
Since our last report on help received, we have
received from Flemington, Pa., $15.00; Greenfield,
Galif., $5.00; H. E. Thompson, Los Angeles, Calif.,
$5.00. :
Brethren, we thank you so very much for your
thoughtfulness and care for us in this trial.
—Homer A. Gay and Family.

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

“I enjoy every issue of the OPA; it gets better
all the time. Here is a sub. for it.”

—James R. Stewart, Texas.

“The fact that you have made so great success
of the OPA, and that eternity alone can tell the
good you have done for the cause of the Lord, is
the very reason we do not need a new publisher.
Why not get someone to help you? Perhaps, we
all could help lighten your load more than we do.
May God bless you in the noble work, and if it
ever becomes necessary to have a new publisher,
which I hope will be a long time, I will be thank-
ful if we can find another as good.” o

: —Tom E. Smith, Oklahoma.

“Find my renewal enclosed. I enjoy the paper
very much; the articles are always interesting and
very helpful. May God bless you in your great
work.” : —Mrs. C. G. King, Texas.

“Send me the OPA for another year. My love
to you all.” —Orville Cottrpﬂ, Oklahoma.

“I don’t want to miss an issue of the OPA; for

I consider it the best paper published in teaching

the faith. May God bless you in your work, as
well as all the loyal brethren.”

—J. W. Bowmer, California.

“I have just finished reading the OPA, and I
enjoyed it.”

—Elizabeth Byford, Texés.

“I trust this will find you and yours well and en-
joying the blessings of God. We hope you can be
with us again this fall.” —J. L. Sims, Oklahoma.

“I am writing you to let you know that I enjoy
the OPA. It cheers me up so much, when I am
discouraged over the condition of the church here.
I wish we could get you to hold us a meeting. I
hope you can make the paper larger. The reports
are fine.” +—D. A. Jones, Texas.
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*“I am sending my renewal to the OPA. I ‘es-
teem it very highly. I am yours for the truth on
all issues. Best wishes to you and.yours.”
o —C. W. Jernigan, Texas.
.. “I am glad to report. that about all the mem-
bers of the church here are now taking the OPA,
and all thoroughly enjoy the paper. We are hop-
ing it continues in the future as in the past.”
—Frances Kimbler, Oklahoma.
“Find two new subs. enclosed. I certainly do
enjoy the good lessons in the OPA. I want to get
more subs. for it, as it helps us stay in the right
way. May we be faithful to the end.”
—Mrs. Minnie Foster, Texas.
-“I am sending my renewal for the good old
paper, the OPA; keep sending it to my home as
you have been, and keep the good work going.”
—Pete Howard, Missouri.
“Here is a renewal for the OPA. Keep up the
good work, and may God bless you in your ef-
forts for the truth.” —Clarence Snodgrass, Texas.
“I am sending my best regards to you and your
family. May the Lord ever bless you and help
you to continue in the Vineyard.”
—Ferd Roberson (colored), Tenn.

“I received the OPA Saturday, and I am liking
it better all the time. I don’t think we could have
a better editor. I hope I can have something for
the paper later on that will help the cause. I en-
joyed your letter.” —Batsell Moore, California.

“I shall try to have a report for the OPA about-
every month. I am sorry I haven’t done that be-
fore. I am praying for you in your work that you
may have the results of saving souls as here.”

—Jim Stevens, Oklahoma.

“The paper is just fine, and how we have been
enjoying the writings of Brother Thomasson.
Here are two subs.” —John L. Reynolds, Calif.

“T enjoy the OPA each issue very much. Here
is my renewal.” —T. R. Chappell, Texas.

“Send me the OPA for a year. Bro. King, I
think of you real often, and I hope you and family
are enjoying good health and happiness. You
have my kindest personal regards. May the bless-
ed Savior keep you in His love.” :

—Dan Sexton, Oklahoma.

“T am sending two new subs. for the OPA. I
hope to be in your part in September, and I hope
that I may get to see you then.”

—T. F. Thomasson, New Mex.

“The paper is truely fine, especially the last two
issues. Find my renewal and two other subs.”
: —T. M. Hoover, California.

“We are sending our renewal, and we wish all
the workers for the OPA well. 'We hope Bro. Gay
is still improving.” —Mr. and Mrs. E. V. Den-
nington, Texas.

“Here are twelve subs. to the QPA, me feeble
mite for the advancement of the cause of Christ
by means of the OPA.” —Barney Welch, W. Va.

(Thanks a million, brethren, for your warm words of en-
couragement and your loyal interest in the paper. It is this
loyalty of our many friends that inspires us to greater effort.
By the grace of God we shall strive to give you 2 better paper.
-—Publishers.) P .

Ye num’rous. sects

“ which all declare

“L,o Christ is here.
Lo Christ is there.”

Your stronger proofs
divinely give

And show me where l
the Christians live.

“Where is Thy Church,
0O, Savior, where?”

‘T heard the cry,
and then I heard:

“Here is My Church
where men still dare
To take Me at My word.”

of Paths'to Dwell in.”” (Isa. 58:12).

“Thus saith the Lord, ‘Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the Old Paths, where is the good way, and walk there-
in, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) “And they that be of Thee shall build the old waste places: thou
sh’alt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt, be called, The Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer
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SOME BESETTING SINS
By L. N. Byford

We are to “lay aside every weight and the sin
that doth so easily beset us” (Heb. 12:1). In
our study of Bible characters, we ﬁng:l that human
nature has not changed much durl_ng the ages.
In the old Testament we find that jealousy, pre-

-sumption, greed, love of preeminence, cowardice,

and ignorance were common. The same is true in
the New Testament, yes, and in the church today.
Jealousy—*The fear of being supplan_ted by a
rival; suspicious fear’ — Webster. Th_ls awﬁul
state of mind had its origin with the guilty Cain,
in the first family that ever lived upon the earfch;
and being unbridled, ran its full course, resulting
in the murder of his brother, Abel—a bad begin-
ning! We find this evil state of mind again in
Jacob’s family, when Joseph's brethrer}, first con-
spired to murder him, but sold him into Egypt
instead; just because his jealous brethren were
“suspicious” of Joseph’s ability to surpass them.
This has wrecked many churches, having found
its way into the hearts of leaders. It has wrecked
homes. It has wrecked preache;rs. Whep you
find a preacher going about trying to ruin the
reputation of his fellow pregche;rs, you may be
sure of jealousy as the motivating influence be-
hind all such, and it is nothing more or less than
that same wicked state of mind that caused the
murder of Abel. Beware of Jealousy!
Presumption is another outstanding sin. N aQa:b
and Abihu presumed that just any kind of fire
would do to burn the incense, hence offered it be-
fore the Lord (Lev. 10). But, they lost their lives
for this sin of presumption. Mgny fcoday are mal;—
ing the same mistake in offering in the worship
unauthorized practices, such as instrumental mu-
sic, Sunday Schools, women teachers, cups, loaves,
. ee 2 Jno. 9). ) .
ethre(eSd, or coveto?;sness, is one of the crying sins
in the church today. In the New Tesfcament it is
listed with all the other condemning sins, yfa’g vefly
little is ever said about it from the pulpit or in the
press. This is the sin that turned the rich younI%
ruler away from the Good Master (Matt. 19). t
caused Judas to betray t}_xe Lord. It caqsgt
Ananias and Sapphira to lie to the Holy Splr‘ll .
They wanted to make a show before thg p}elop e,
and at the same timedsal:]insfy their greed, hence
ied a shameful death. .
'theTS;lg 1iove of Preeminence is portrayed in dt}%e
example of Diotrephes (3 Jno. 9), who refﬁse I(é
receive the gospel preachers anfi apos ?1; -
caused him to close his heart against hospitality

toward his brethren. We still have this difficulty
in the church teday, and it is doing much harm
to the cause of Christ. .

Cowardice did not pass when Peter denied
Christ. There are people who deny Christ every
day, for fear of what the people will say. We
also find the one talent man on every hand who
is afraid and has buried his talent.

Sincere Ignorance has led many people to do
wrong as in the outstanding case of the apostle
Paul. But after learning the truth he spent the
rest of his life in service to the Lord. When we
learn truths we can no longer be sincerely ignor-
ant. When we know and fail to do right we are
no longer honest. There is a way for us tg know
when we are right. We can measure our lives by
the Bible. g

Qur salvation depends upon a new birth. Nico-
demus heard it from Christ, but did not under-
stand it at the time (Jno. 8:3-5). Christ gave the
message first to his apostles to be preached to the
people, so all could understand and obey. About
three thousand souls heard and obeyed it at the
first gospel sermon Peter preached at Penticost.
(Acts 2). Cornelius learned the gospel .frpm
Peter and obeyed it (Acts 10). The Ethiopian
learned it from Philip and obeyed it (Acts 8). The
Phillipian jailer learned the gqspgel from Paul and
obeyed it. It made him a Christian just as it did
Paul when Ananias preached it to him and just
as it did all the others. Peter and Paul reformed
their lives and became outstanding characters of
the Bible. Cowardice and Ignorance were put out

heir lives. .
Ofévery Christian who has Heaven as hls.goal
will have to leave off or overcome these welghts
that so often beset us. Jealousy, preSumptlon,
greed, preeminence, cowatdice and ignorance of
fhe Bible. Love for the Lord and for each other
will crowd out all of these, and make us a people
the Lord wants us to be.

“GIVING AND RECEIVING” |
-istians everywhere could be made to real-
'lzeI E:h%hllarivilege of giving as well as the duty, the
Lord’s work would grow by leaps and bounds. Iﬁ
is my sincere belief that this subject has not b?fen
adequately taught, or the chuyches of Chusg
would be spreading the gospel in every nook an
COIi'«I‘liiIs"t, let us review briefly what the Lord de-
manded under the Law in regart_i to giving. Theyl
were to give a tenth of everytlf}mg, whether it b?:
the seed of the land or the fruit of the trees— T
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was the Lord’s — also a tenth of the flock (Lev.
27:30). Those tithes were given from the amount

at the beginning and not after a part was used or.

sold. In 1 Chr. 31:5-8, we read where the children
of Israel brought in abundance the first fruits of
all things. Here we pause to emphasize the
thought that these offerings or tithes were the
first fruits, that is, the best. This was their law
and in so doing we find that God blessed them.

The law governing us is quite different. We
are not commanded to give a tenth as they were.
Ours is a free will offering. As “God has pros-
pered us” and “as we purpose in our heart so let
us give.” Not of necessity. Surely, no true
Christian could think this means to give only that
which we do not need. That would be very selfish
and unreasonable. With such an imperfect law
as the old was, they had to give a tenth. Surely,
all who understand the supremacy of the new
would agree at least as much is required of us.

It is not because the Lord is in need that we
give. Truly, all things belong to Him. “The
earth and the fullness thereof.” The air that we
breathe, all are His. We are not judged by the
amount of dollars and cents each church gives,
put by the way we give individually. Our ability
and how we respond. Realizing he blesses us with
sufficient food and clothing and all the richness of
his love we wonder how we can give so little. He
has promised to care for us, and since “He is not
slack concerning His promises,” we should never
doubt His word.

We know that “all things work together for
good to them that love the Lord.” Sometimes we
are tried in a financial way, and I verily believe
poverty is good for us sometimes. It causes us
to realize the Lord has power to give and to take,
and to see the need of helping the poor. We should
always be thankful we have it to give.

Sometimes our brethren reason, “Well T owe a
debt and have to pay it. God requires me to pay
my honest debts.” Do we ever stop to think of
the debt we owe to that lowly man of Nazareth
who gave his all for us. Left His mansion in
glory to suffer on calvary. It is a much older
debt. It should be paid first, then the other. The
Master deserves our best.. If we are fortunate
enough to enter Heaven, He will give us his best.

God has power to make all things abount to-
ward us and we will not lose anything even-in this
life by giving freely, and think of the eternal
glories of a home in Heaven. :

Let us all give more liberally and trust in the
Lord that He will richly bless us.

—J. B. Phillips, ‘
Council Hill, Okla.

DESIRES FELLOWSHIP

This is to let all the preaching brethren, who
stand with the OPA, know that I am with you
one hundred percent in the fight for the right, and
that I desire to be more closely associated with
you in the work as a fellow preacher. I am now
situated so that I can devote all my time to preach-
ing the gospel, and I.am ready to go anywhere
into any field that I may be needed. - I still have
some time open for meetings this fall. - If you

need me for mission work let me know it. I am
doing all I can for the OPA. ]
. : —James R. Stewart, Rte. 4,
Waco, Texas.
Commended
We are glad to have this statement from Bro-
ther Stewart, and we are glad to know that he is
still with us on the issues troubling the church
today and that he is now able and willing to give
all his time to preaching the gospel and fighting
for the right. Brother Stewart is well known to
us and to many of the readers of the OPA, and we
believe that he is able to do good in preaching the
gospel, and especially in mission work. We be-
lieve, too, that he is worthy of the love, esteem,
and support of all loyal and faithful congrega-
tions. Hence, we insist that you call him out into
the much needed field. He will do you good. The
“fields are white to harvest, but the laborers are
few,” why then should any be idle? We are anx-
ious to help every gospel preacher, and we appre-
ciate their cooperation, love, and fellowship. Fel-
low preacher, will you not whole heartedly join in
this fight for truth and righteousness?
—Homer L. King and Homer A. Gay.

ROY B. MODGLING’S ADDRESS

Sister T. L. Modgling, of Woodlawn, Iil., sends
us her son’s address, with the request that all the
brethren sho know Roy Bill pray for him that
no harm may come to him, while over-seas. He
is in the noncombatant service. Write him as
follows: Pvt. Roy B. Modgling, No. 18084877, 51st
Service Squadron, 38th Service Group, A. P. O.
505 % Postmaster, New York City, N. Y.

Sister Modgling informs us that it takes air
mail about 8 days to reach him, and otherwise
about 80 days. Our prayers are for Bro. Bill, Mo-
ther, and the rest of the family.

—Homer L. King.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Since last reported in the OPA I have received
the following donations:

H. E. Thompson, Calif. $15.00
A. E. Cogburn, Texas . ___ 3.00
L.L.Red, Miss. 5.00
J. C. Buek, Missouri . _______ 2.00
C. W. Van Stavern, Mo. _________ . _._.__ 5.00
Hugh Milner and Wife, Ohio __________ 18.00
Jas. R. Stewart, Texas _ . ______ 2.00

We surely do appreciate the thoughtfulness of
all of our brothers and sisters who have contribu-
ted So liberally to us during my sickness. We
have tried to write each one, personally, and thank
them for their gift, and have acknowledged them
in the OPA; however, we may have missed some
one’s name in the paper and may have failed to
write to some one, personally. But if we missed
you, we thank you just the same, and I pray God’s
richest blessings upon all of you, who have been
so good to us. And, now, I believe you have sent
us enough. You have abounded in your love to-
ward me, and I feel that there are others who need
help, perhaps, more than I do. .

Since so many have shown an interest in my
condition, I feel that I should tell you that I just
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returned last week from Kansas City, Kan., where
I spent eight days going through the clinic of the
Bell Memorial Hospital. They made six x-ray
pictures and several other tests. They found that

* T was getting poison from some teeth, and ex-

tracted them, and also found an ulcer, which the
doctor at home had not found. They put me on a
very strict diet, requiring me to eat six times a
day and to take medicine six times a day. I am
to do this for three months and then return for

further examinations.
-—Homer A. Gay.

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

“] dor’t think we need a new publisher for the
paper, but we would certainly like to see the paper
enlarged. We think you are doing a fine work,
and we pray that you may continue this great
work.” —J. T. Broseh, Texas.

“«Enclosed you will find two dollars for two re-
newals to the OPA, and many. thanks for the
paper.” —Vallie Stone, Oklahoma.

“Find my renewal enclosed, and we thank you
for sending the paper on. I shall try to be more
prompt next time. I have been sick all the year.
T hope you all and Brother and Sister Gay are
well. We think of them a lot, too.”

—Mrs. Walter Cogburn, Texas.

“Here are two new subs. for the OPA. I like
the paper, and I appreciate its writers. I believe
they stand for the truth as taught in the good
Book. May the OPA and its writers live long, and

may God bless you in your great work.” )
—Nimrod Case, Miss.

“T am sending another sub. for the Ol:‘jA. In-
terest in the paper seems to be growing with each
issue.” —Frances Kimbler, Oklahoma.

“The QOPA certainly is good. Keep jt growing
with interesting and upbuilding material.”
—E. H. Miller, Ga.

“I am having the paper sent to ten boys in the
C. O. Camp. They need all the encouragement
they can get and more. I like the paper better all
the time, but I do think it should be larger. I
think your work on the paper cannot be excelled.
Where are those 20 subs. each month Fret wanted
all of us preachers to send? I tried and put my
heart into it, but where were Fred’s last month?”’
—Barney Welch, West Va.

“T did what I could for the paper in Tennessee,
but that wasn’t as much as I would like.” .
—Joe H. Howard, Missouri.

“I am doing all T can for the paper. I enjoyed
your visit with us, Brother King. Come back
soon.” —James R. Stewart, Texas.

“Here are two subs. for the paper. I hope they
enjoy it as much as we. We are keeping house
for the Lord in Pomona, 1022 W. 2nd St., at 10:30
a. m. May God bless you all and keep you press-
ing on in His love.” —Mattie Loyd, Calif.

“Change my address, for I do not want to miss

an issue of the paper. We think a lot of the OPA
and we consider it the best we ever saw. May the
good Lord bless you all is my prayer.”

—Jacob New, Ohio.

“L have just finished reading the OPA, and I
appreciate Ervin’s article very much. Thanks to
the OPA and its writers who have so faithfully
discharged their duty in teaching the church.”

—Tom E. Smith, Oklahoma.

“I am sending a sub. to the OPA. We still re-
member the good lessons you taught us, Bro.
King, at Fouke, Ark., and we often think of you.
May you live long to preach the word in its pur-
ity.”—John A. Barnes, Texas.

“A brother in St. Louis, Mo., came in contact
with a copy of the OPA, while in Ark., and gave
me his sub., and he wants a loyal church estab-
lished in his city.” —Pete Howard, Missouri.

“I am sending two subs. to the OPA. I am
looking forward to meeting you and hearing you
preach.” —M. J. Buffington, Texas.

“Find our renewal for the OPA, for we don’t
‘want to miss an issue of it. May God bless you
in-your work is my prayer.”—C. G. Simpson, Tenn.

“T am looking for the OPA to arrive tomorrow,
and that will be like-a letter from home. I cer-
tainly do look forward to its arrival. We would
like to hear you preach again.”—Sam Smith, Miss.

“The OPA came yesterday, and it certainly was
filled with good things. We hope you are enjoy-
ing good health.” —R. L. Chapman, Texas.

Notice of Place of ‘Worship

If anyone knows of any loyal Christians in or
near Houston, Texas, tell them to get in touch
with Robert Taylor, Route 13, Box 139, or John
Spardley, Jr., 1007 Terminal, both, Houston, Tex-
as, if they are looking for a place to worship God
“in spirit and in truth.”

—John Spradley, Jr.

SONG BOOKS

Songs of Zion—Our 1942 all-purpose book, 100
new songs, 95 old songs and hymns; 35¢ per copy;
$3.75 per dozen; $13.50 per fifty; $26.00 per hun-
dred, prepaid.

Victory Songs—1939 all-purpose book, 192
pages, both old and new songs; Special price;
$8.00 per fifty; $15.00 per hundred, prepaid.

Send all orders to Old Paths Advocate, Rte. 2,
Lebanon, Missouri.

“Clark-King Debate”

This is a neat tract, containing a discussion of
the number of drinking vessels, authorized by the
word of God, for one assembly. Price, 10c per
copy ; $1.00 per dozed. If bothered with cups ad-
vocates order a supply to hand out.

Qend all orders to Old Paths Advocate, Rte. 2,

Lebanon, Missouri.
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FROM ALEXANDER CAMPBELL
(In the September issue of the OP'A we pub-
lished a reply by Brother Joe Miller to Brother

Lawrence Bee on the “Order of Worship” ques-

tion, with the understanding that we would run

either a reply to Brother Miller or something on
the other side. To date we have received no word
or reply from Brother Bee, and as we have had
some requests for a reprint of this article by Bro-
ther Campbell, and as over half of our readers
have been put on our mailing list since we ran
this in 1936, June issue, we decided to run it in
this issue for your consideration. —Publishers).
ORDER OF WORSHIP

Our excellent and much esteemed Bro. Em-
mons, in his tract called “The Voice,” (one or two
numbers of which only ever reached my eye), and
also in some other publications, perhaps in this
also, has based an outline of the order of Christian
worship in the public congregation on the ar-
rangement of the words in Acts 2:42. “And they
continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in pray-
ers.” Luke, he endeavors to prove, set down
these things in the order in which they were ob-
served, and distributed all the worship of the
congregation on the first day of the week into
these several parts and order. Our beloved Bro.
Emmons is a great lover of good order, and is
precise in all points to a scruple; and therefore
an effort for a perfect system of order comes as
naturally from him as light frem the sun. It may
be our own misfortune, but so it is, and we may
acknowledge it candidly, never to have had a sin-
gle prepossession or conviction in favor of this ar-
rangement. And yet I do not like to differ—nay,
I am scrupulous of myself when I do differ much
from the good sense of my good Bro. Emmons.
But in this, notwithstanding all my learnings, par-
tialities, ete., efc., I must dissent from him. I
have no evidence whatever of the truth, reason,
or authority of such an arrangement, and regard
all that I have read from him on Acts 2:42 as
wholly illogical, inconclusive, and unsatisfactery.
But I must give reasons:

-1. Bro. Emmons takes for granted that Luke is
describing the worship of the Jerusalem church
on the first day of the week in full assembly met.
This is a pure assumption, and incapable of proof.
Jt is much more likely that it had respect to their

. any innovation or change.
“rangement of items a divine appointment is to

“being daily in the temple praising God,” as stated
in vs. 46, 47, or a general description of the way
‘and manner in which they religiously employed
their time when together. ;

2. It would give to the Christian worship a lit-
urgy, a ritual form like the Jewish, wholly incom-
patible with the genius of Christ’s religion, and
would make its meaning and utility to depend. es-
sentially upon arrangement. This, to my mind,
would be an intolerable idea, and hostile to the
spirit and scope ¥ " evangelical economy.

3. It would, wi. he stamp of divine author-
ity, condemn the worship of every Christian com-
munity among us, as the temple “divine service”
reprobated on the pain of the divine displeasure
To ascribe to any ar-

make every departure from it positively sinful and
inacceptable to God. For if all these things be
done in the most perfect manner and with all the
devotion of the heart, if they be numerically
wrong—if the first should be second, and the sec-
ond first, the whole worship is an innovation upon
divine authority, rebellion against the Lord, and
not to be tolerated. : ‘

But, 4th. It is all founded on the most capri-
cious circumstances — upon premises singular,
anomalous, and wholly unprecedented—upon the
mere collocation of the four words in verse 42.
Has the divine authority for any arrangement of
things ever before been gathered from such a
source! I say, never; never from the mere ar-
rangement of words in a sentence has the arrange-
ment of any religious observance, or its divine
authority, been instituted so far as I have read
the Bible. Let us have only a parallel in all Holy
Writ, where, without command, the mere numer-
ical order of the words of a historian established
the divine authority of any order of divine wor-
ship. It cannot be done. I say a second time, it
cannot be done—so far from it, that the simple
order of words in a sentence proves neither the
order of things in time, nature, or importance.
For example, when Paul says even in a way of ex-
hortation, “I exhort, therefore, that first of all
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks be made for all men”; does any one con-
clude that in every public address, or in any par-
ticular address to the Throne of Grace, that we
are numerically to place supplications first; then
prayers, or depreciations; then, third, interces-
sions; and end in the fourth place with giving
thanks! And this is a much stronger case than
the passage in Acts (2:42) ; for there it is the or-
der of a hastorian’s arrangements of words; but
here it is the arrangement of an apostle in tender-
ing an exhortation concerning public worship, and
the most important part of it. I conceive, then
that the order of words in Paul’s exhortation is
much more didactic and authoritative than Luke’s
narrative. And yet whoever thought that Paul
commanded us in all public worship to have first
supplications, then deprecations, then interces-
sions, and finally thanksgivings for all men, ete.!

Now in giving commands it is natural enough
to.do that first which stands first—as, “Repent
and be baptized”; “Repent and pray to God,” says

< thus:
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Peter to the baptized sorcerer; “He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved,” ete. But can any
one imagine that because this is so, and ought to
be so, that in all narratives, exhortations, and de-
scriptions, the things must stand in time, nature,
or importance, as the words happen to be ar-
ranged? _ ]

‘For example: “Add to your faith, courage; to
courage, knowledge; to knowledge, temperance;
to temperance, patience; to patience, Godliness;
to Godliness, brotherly kindness, and to brotherly
kindness,, love.” Must this addition proceed nu-
merically in this order because of time, nature,
necessity, or importance?

Again: “The wisdom that comes from above
is first pure, then peaceable, (primarily so), gen-
tle,, easy to be persuaded, full of mercy and good
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.”
Do these attributed, etc., follow in this order by
force of time, nature, or importance? )

Again: “The fruit of the spirit is love, joy,
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, fidel-
ity, meekness, temperance,” etc. Does nature or
time make them thus dependent?

Once more: Paul describes the Christian state
“You are come to Mount Zion the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an in-
numerable company of angels, to the general as-
sembly and church of the First Born em’ollegi in
heaven, to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits
of just men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator,”
ete.,” and to the blood of sprinkling.” ete. Is this
the order of time, nature, importance, etc.?

So little is to be confided in the mere arrange-
ment of words, or even of facts in sacred writings,
that uniformity in descriptions and narratives,
even amongst the historians, is not to be expected.
Moses, in deseribing the plagues of Egypt, §ets
them down thus: 1. The conversion of water into
blood. 2. Frogs. 8. Lice. 4. Flies. 5. Murrian.
6. Biles. 7. Hail. 8. Locust. 9. Darkness. 10.
Destruction of the first born. While David,,_ in
the 78th Psalms, put them down, blood, flies,
frogs, locusts, ,hail, etc., and in Psalms 105 he sets
them down darkness, blood, frogs, lice, hail, lo-
custs, ete.

The order of events, as connected in the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus, is not the same
in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. .Why, then,
found the order of Christian worship upon the
causual notice of Luke, Acts 2:42, and claim fO}:
this order the warrant of a “thus saith the Lord.
—1_9

The Jews and Christians entered God’s courts
with praise as all ancient tradition.salth — an
item, by the way, omitted altogether in .Agjcs 2:42.
David says, “Enter his courts with praise !’Su}‘e—
ly Christians have as good a reason on Lord’s day
morning to enter Christ’s house-with praise, as
the Jews to enter the temple or the synagogue.

And as the social prayers are of primary impor-
tance, why should they be last in the \vorshlp of
the Lord’s day, and why should our thanksgivings
be at the close of our prayers? )

Why should we tie up ourselves to formglanes
when the Lord has left us free as to the time of
day or night when, the house or place where, the

meeting shall be held? What we ought to do is
not left to our own option. We are to continue
steadfast in the apostles’ teaching, fellowship,
breaking of the loaf, prayers, praises; but as the

Lord has left it discretionary with us whether we -

shall meet at sun-rise, noon, or sun-set —under
an oak, in a garret, or in a synagogue—whether
we shall begin with singing, praying, reading,
teaching, etc.,—whether we shall stand or sit in
singing,—whether we shall kneel or stand in
praying—whether we shall sit around one table
or in our pews while we partake of the loaf —
whether we should have a chest fixed in some
part of the house called the “Lord’s treasury,” or
whether we should have reserved a plate or book,
etc.—I say, while it is obviously left without
either a single precept or precedent in all the New
Testament wholly discretionary with us, why
should we seek to impose any form upon all the
churches as essential to the acceptability of their
worship—as of divine authority?

It is pleasing, indeed, to see the brethren freely
unite in on harmonious and general outline of
worship in public assemblies, as is now generally
practiced ; such as singing, reading, thanksgiving,
teaching, singing, exhortation, praying, blessing,
breaking the loaf, contributing to the Lord’s treas-
ury, preaching the word, etc., as the oceasion may
require. But that all things may be done decently
and in order, it devolves upon the elders of the
congregation and the brethren to have an ungler-
standing upon the time and place for everything;
and then to have everything in its proper timg z‘tnd
place. The localities of particular communities,
as to country, village, or city residence, etc., must
be taken into account in the arrangements that
are most for edification, sanctification, and com-
fort; which, indeed, together with our usefulness
to the world, are the supreme ends and objects of
the Christian institution.

So much we offer in reply to sundry questions
upon the subject of order.

Alexander Campbell in Millennial Harbinger,
June, 1838.

OUR HELPERS
Here are the names of those, from whom we

have received subscriptions to the OPA from Au- -

gust 20 to September 20, and following each name
the number of subs. received. Many thanks to

all for the interest shown in the welfare of the -

paper. Please, keep working for the paper where-
ever you go. Wat . 1

arney Welch—10; Ervin Waters—8; Homer
L.BKing—y—Ll; J. W. Allsup—3; A. E. Cogburn—3;
A. F. Pruitt—2; John A. Barnes—2; Frank Cobbs
—9: Mattie Loyd—2; Vallie Stone—2; M. J. Buf-
fington—2; Clayton Fancher-—2; Nlmrogl .Case—-
2: Mrs. Presha Turk—2; Mrs. J. E. Phillips—1;
L. C. England—1; R. L. Chapman—1; James R.
Stewart—1; J. G. Smith—1; Joe Howard—1; C.
G. Simpson—1; Frances Kimbler—1; Madge Mur-
phy—1; Mrs. Walter Cogburn—l; Pete Howard
—i; J. F. Graham—1; W. W. W}lks—l; W. H.
Purlee—1; Jack- Bledsoe—1; Clovis T. Cook—1;
J. C. Moore—1; Total—63.
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L. B. Badgett, Hiwasse, Arkansas, August 20.—
Closed a two weeks meeting near this place the
16th inst., with large crowds in attendance and
much interest shown.

J. E. Jones, Temple, Texas, Sept."17.—~We had
a nice day last Lord’s day at the all-day meeting,
near Cameron, concluding Brother King’s meeting
there. If possible, we want to visit the Milam
County brethren again soon.

R. L. Chapman, Hebbronville, Texas, Sept. 10.
—We were unable to make arrangements for a
house for a meeting at this time, but we hope to
have a good meeting in the early spring. We ask
the prayers of the faithful.

Sam Smith, Wesson, Miss., Sept. 7.—We con-
tinue to press on here all the more. Since Bro.
Cook’s preaching here the interest and attendance
have been good. There is some talk of a debate
with the Baptists at Pine Hill, Ala., since the
mission meeting there. :

C. G. Simpson, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., Sept. 14.
—Bro. Joe Howard recently closed a meeting at
Long Branch, with one confession of faults. While
the crowds were small, yet the truth was well
presented. We were glad to have Brethren C. C.
Rawdon and Fred Orten and families with us
some.

W. D. Ballard, 2011 Spring St., Waco, Texas,
Sept. 8.—The churches in Waco are doing fine.
I recently held a short meeting at Tyson, with
two additions, one being baptized. I am now with
the faithful in Munday, Texas. We met in a
sister’s home last Lord’s day, .with 16 present.
They plan to build.

R. L. Baker, Cameron, Texas, Sept. 16.—Bro-
ther Homer L. King closed a meeting here lost
" Lord’s day, with two, baptized. The crowds were
rather small, but the preaching was good. We
think Bro. King is one of the best preachers we
" ever heard. We were glad to have visiting bre-
thren from Waco, Temple, Sand Grove, Gause, and
San Antonio.

John A. Barnes, Henderson, Texas, August 31.
—Brother J. W. King, of Rodesa, La., held our
meeting this year, baptizing 8 and restoring 1,
and we think he is a very able preacher. If able,
I want to go to Marlin, Texas, for treatment, as I
am an invalid, not being able to work for two
yvears. I ask an interest in the prayers of the
faithful that I may regain my health and remain
faithful. :

Pete Howard, 6780 Southwest Ave., St. Louis,
Mo., Sept. 11.—I am still in this city at work. ‘We

want to have a meeting here if we can rent a suit-
able building. I have been able to contact a Bro-
ther Crow here, who seems anxious to cooperate
in establishing a congregation, but we will need
a little help from other churches, to properly fi-
nance the meeting.

W. W. Wilks, Rte. 4, Dublin, Texas, Sept. 15.—
I preached for the brethren at 2704 Vaughn St.,
Fort Worth, Lord’s day morning and night. They
seem faithful and are doing a good work. We
worship in Dublin near the Santa Fe Depot, at
10:45 a. m. We have with us a faithful and ef-
ficient young preacher, Bro. J. T. Broseh. Call
him. I am willing to go anywhere people want the
word of the Lord, only.

Tom E. Smith, Box 893, Healdton, Oklahoma,

- Sept. 9.—~The church building at Pike City was

badly glamaged by a cyclone last spring, and after
repairing it, the brethren did not feel able to have
Bro. Robertson, from Missouri, so I assisted them
in a short meeting. The interest was fair. The
last night the crowd was large and one was re~
stored. I would have continued another week,
but my tires gave way, and I had to send them
away for repairs.

M. J. Buffington, 217 Hot Wells Blvd., San An-
tonio, Texas, Aug. 28.—I closed a meeting last
Lord’s day, at Gause, Texas, with one baptized
and one restored. This little church is still meet-
ing and worshipping the Bible way, in spite of
the innovationists who try to discourage them.
We thank God for their zeal to carry on. My next
will be a mission meeting at Monroe, La. Pray for
me and the work here.

Clarence C. Kessinger, Box 42, Spring Hill, W.
Va., Sept. 17—On Lord’s day, Aug. 28, we wor-
shipped with Brother and Sister Hugh Milner,
Middleton, Ohio. We certainly do enjoy our vis-
its there. September I worshipped with the faith-
ful at Smith Creek. I have preached one night
at a private home, where one was restored. Bro-
ther H. C. Welch, of Texas, held us a week of
meetings at Spring Hill, and much good was
done. We think he is a wonderful preacher. Pray
for me and the work here.

Clarence Snodgrass, Tuscola, Texas, Aug. 29.
—1I closed a meeting at Ramsey, Texas, Aug. 9,
with one baptized and the church strengthened.
I am to begin at stamford, Texas, soon. There is
no loyal church there, but we have a few loyal
members. I closed a short meeting at Dublin re-
cently, with one baptized and the attendance good.
I enjoyed being with all the brethren very much.
I ask the prayers of all the faithful brethren and
their financial help in this destitute field. “How
can they preach, except they be sent”? Let us
press the fight in these perilous times.

J. E. Phillips, Council Hill, Oklahoma, Sept. 14,
—Our meeting of ten days closed August 30, with
Brother Homer L. King doing the preaching. The
visible results were three baptized and five re-
stored, The church as a whole was much strength-
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ened and given inspiration to labor more faith-
fully. - If possible, Bro. King is to return for more
preaching in November. We were delighted to
have Bro. Fred Kirbo preach for us two sermons
Sept. 18. We should be thankful for such men of
God. May He give us courage and wisdom to help
them in His work. We welcome the loyal preach-
ers to stop over with us, when passing this way.

L. T. Cryer, Rte. 2, Box, 154 B, San Angelo,
Texas, Sept. 12.—In June of this year, Bro. Ervin
Waters assisted us in obtaining a building and in
establishing a congregation here. We meet in
the Christian Church building, next to the Lake-
view school building. We have 12 members who
meet regularly and we have been fortunate in
having visiting brethren from Eldorado and Eola.
Bro. Reed Chappell preaches for us each 3rd Sun-
day. We think he is a very able young preacher.
We expect Bro. Paul Nichols, from Calif., to begin
2 meeting for us the 23rd inst. We are anxious
to contact any loyal members in this part. Pray
for us. .

James R. Stewart, Rte. 4, Box 179, Waco, Texas,
Sept. 8. —The last week in August I held a meet-
ing at Gilliand, Texas, with five baptlzgd. This
was my first effort at this place, but I enjoyed t_he
association very much, also the good home with
Brother Oscar Miller. The interest and attend-
ance was good throughout the meeting. - The
Lord willing, I am to return for another effort
next year. I may go to St. Louis, Mo., soon for
some work, if arrangements can be made. I was
with Brother King in his meeting, near Cameron,
Texas, last Lord’s day, and I enjoyed h_is visit in
our home in Waco, following that meeting.

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt Ave., LaGrange, Ga.,
Sept. 1.—We are still “fighting the good fight of

-faith” here, and the church here is doing as well

as usual. I was in a meeting at Woodland, .Ala.,
the first week in August. Except for a few nights
when it rained, we had a full house of interested
listeners, but as most of them were members,
there were no conversions. But, I feel that m_uch
good was done in feeding the ﬂoqk, for 1 bel.lev'e
the plan of salvation is more than just first princi-
ples. I think it includes how to keep saved. May
all Christians learn more of that is my prayer.

T. F. Thomasson, Trechado, New Mex., Sept.
10.—I have just returned from a meeting at Me-
Donald, N. M., without visible results. I closed
at Portales the 30th of August, baptlzn_xg th}'ee
young people. The little church there is doing
nicely, after having experienced much tg’ouble in
the past. While few in number, yet 1 believe they
are now on a Scriptural basis, hence should with
the proper effort grow and prosper. I plan to
leave for Lebanon, Mo., September 22, and should
begin at Lees Summit, Stptember 26, and on to
other meetings in that part.

J. T. Broseh, Rte. 2, Dublin, Texas, Sept. 9.—
Brother C. C. Snodgrass held a fine meeting at
Ramsey, baptizing one. We are all thankful for

_ and interest.

his preaching in Dublin, baptizing one.- The
church was much strengthened. We now have a
public place for the worship, and we extend an
invitation to all, passing this way to worship with
us, especially loyal preachers. Our location is on
Highway 67, near Santa Fe Depot.

Paul Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood,
Calif., Sept. 17.—1 was with the good brethren in
Lubbock, Texas, for two services, Sept. 13, which
I enjoyed very much. I am making an evangelis-
tic tour through Texas and a number of other
states, including Mississippi, Alabama, and Mis-
souri. This will give me an opportunity to be-
come acquainted with many brethren and to meet
many, with whom I have been associated in the
past. I am now at Cedar Gap, Texas, the home
of Brother Clarence Snodgrass, a faithful gospel
preacher. The interest in the meeting here is
fair. My next is at Louisville, Brown County;
then to Delk. In October, I am to be in Missis-
sippi and Alabama. Let us labor on “that we may
rejoice in the day of Christ, that we have not run
in vain, neither labored in vain.”

Clovis T. Cook, Lebanon, Missouri, September
21.—1I closed a meeting with the church at Drury,
near Mountain Grove, Mo., September 13, with
good crowds. I was glad to meet these brethren,
and we appreciated the cooperation of the bre-
thren at Vanzant in this effort. September 18,
I began a series of meetings at Clio, near Cass-
ville, Mo., where I now am, with one baptized to
date (the son of Bro. John B. Hall, of Rogers,
Ark.) The meeting starts off with fine crowds
The brethren here are to be com-
mended for their zeal and firm stand for the truth.
I go next to a place near Mitchell, Indiana, for a
meeting or two, beginning the first Lord’s day in
October. The first half of November I am to be
in a meeting with the 6th St. church in Wichita,
Texas.

Joe Castleman, Rte. 1, Box 199 K, San Antonio,
Texas, Sept. 17.—It has been sometime since I
reported to the paper, but 1 have been preaching
somewhere every Lord’s day. I have thoroughly
made up my mind to “preach the word,” being
“instant in season and out of season.” I enJoye’d
very much being with Brother Klng last Lord’s
day, at Marlow, Texas, and being with Brethren
Stewart, J. E. Jones, and others, from at_ least
six congregations. I want to give all_ my time to
preaching next year, and I want to visit as many
churches as I can this year to get acquainted: I
believe in one loaf, broken jby :a.ll {I Cor. 11:23)_;
one drinking vessel in the distribution of the fruit
of the vine. I stand opposed to the S. S. or class
system of teaching, with its women teaghel‘c‘s, ete.
(I Cor. 14:31-34). I believe 1f_a11 will “speak
where the Bible speaks; keep silent where the
Rible is silent,” we would have that unity for
Wwhich our Savior prayed (Jno. 17 :20).

i i — I closed a

Welch, Box 111, Spring Hlll, W. Va.
5932??2 meetir;gs recently at Smith 'Creek, near her,e, re-
sulting in one baptism, two restorations, and Satan’s in-
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fluences sharply checked. I am now in a good meeting at
Spring Hill. My father, who has been visiting in this section,
preached for us the first week before returning to Texas. His
‘merciless teaching against ‘“ungodliness” was appreciated by
all. I visited and preached to the ten boys in the C. O. Camp,
Lyndhurst, Va.,, who are members of the church. They have
a wonderful opportunity to do a great work, as they are under
splendid management. I had a long talk with the superin-
tendent who seems to be fair-minded and very reasonable in
all his dealings with the boys. They are progressing nicely
in devoloping talent for carrying on the Lord’s work. Bre-
thren, everywhere, consider seriously the article in the last
issue written by Bro. Ervin Waters. It is certainly food for
deepest thought and strongest consideration. You stand “ac-
countable.” Let us work harder and pray more earnestly,
while TRUTH marches on. .

Homer A. Gay, Lebanon, Mo., Sept. 22— met with the con-
gregation in Lebanon, last Lord’s day, the 20th, and assisted
in the teaching service at both morning and evening services.
I was in Kansas City, Lord’s day, the 13th, and spoke to the
few members we have there. They found a building in which
to worship, while I was .there and moved into it. The loca-
tion is 4213 8. Troost. They will be very glad for any one
in reach to come and worship with them. If any of our
readers know of members in, or near, Kansas City, write them
to go there for worship. The time of meeting is 10:30 A, M.
and 8:00 P. M. If you wish to get in touch with them address
Leonard Hendrickson, 1101 Askew St., Kansas City, Mo. I
had hoped to get out and hold some meectings this fall, but
as it is I don’t believe that I should try it. I am hoping to
resume the evangelistic work next year and will book your
meeting if desired. Bro. T. F. Thomasson, of New Mex., be-
gins our meeting here Sept. 26th. I hope to be able to write
some articles on some much needed subjects soon.

Fred Kirbo, Davis, Oklahoma, Sept. 17—Recently T preached
two nights for the faithful in Lubbock, Texas. They have a
fine new building and a “mind to work.”” Brethren, let us
move out of these “mule-barns” into houses that do not re-
fleet upon the cause we have espoused, and be sure you don’t
locate the house in a back-alley or behind a dance-hall. My
next eflort was at Washington, Okla., with four baptized, and
the crowds and interest were fine. This meeting was adver-
tised. A preacher can do just about as much good in a “corn-

. field” as in a meeting, where the brethren are too lazy and
dead to advertise. The Washington brethren supported me in
a mission meeting at Longrun, Mo. But, when we arrived,
we found they had just concluded a meeting. I preached one
sermon under a walnut tree for them and returned home. Last
Lord’s day I preached at Council Hill, Okla., where I think the
church has a bright future. They asked me to return. To-
night T am to begin a short meeting at Ada, Okla. Then, to
Fruitland, Texas, for a mission meeting. Just because I live
on the farm, doesn’t mean that I am in the “corn-field” all the
time. Pray for me.

Joe H. Howard, Dora, Missouri, September 14—My meeting
at Chapel Grove,, near Lawrenceburg, Tenn., resulted in two
being baptized. I found a fine band of brethren there. My
next was at Long Branch, with one restored. There had been
some talk of a debate with the S. S. and cups brethren at
Long Branch, but it did not materialize. A preacher by the
name of North, boasted he would meet anyone on thése ques-~
tions. Perhaps, he would if he could get us to sign his un-
fair proposition, worded as follows: “Resolved that litera-
ture is as Secriptural as the American Christian Review.” But,
he refused to affirm the “class system” of teaching or women
teachers, also two:-or more cups, I left propositions signed,
with. the understanding that if the brethren could get him to
sign them, T would return for the engagement. Too, while in
that part, I preached one sermon for the faithful little colored
congregation, meeting in Brother Ferd Robinson’s home. I
enjoyed this service very much, as they are loyal and faithful,
though few in number.

Homer L. King, Lebanon, Missouri,, September 21~—We re-
cently enjoyed a visit in our home by Bro. Ervin Waters and
wife, also a number, from Ottumwa, Jowa. Early in Septem-
ber we had the pleasure of having Brother Frank Cobbs and
wife, also Bro, Sidney Barker and wife, from Spring Hill, W.
Va., visit a few days with us. Aug. 30, I closed a short meet-
ing at Council Hill, Okla., with three baptized and five re-
stored. Among the number restored was an able leader in
song and teaching. The interest was good, and the church

-~ Moore with us Sunday afternoon and night.

seemed to take on new life and zeal. September 13, I closed
a short meeting near Cameron, Texas, with two baptized, and
the little church more firmly established along Bible teaching
and practice, I believe. We closed with all-day services, and
we were very glad to have brethren from six congregations
in attendance. I was very glad to meet the young preaching
brethren, from San Antonio, M. J. Buffington and Joe Castle-
man and their wives. The two young preachers and Bro.
James Stewart made edifying talks in the afternoon, also Bro.
J. E. Jones, from Temple. The Byfords, from Waco were
with us the first Lord’s day. We are always glad to see all
these old true and tried friends. I was with the 4th St. church
in Waco on the nights of the 13th and 14th inst., preaching
one sermon. I was glad to see the interest in the work grow-
ing there. They are building a new house and have it almost
completed. I was glad to be invited to preach the first ser-
mon in it. This is the home of preaching brethren, James
R. Stewart, Cyrus Holt, and W. D. Ballard. My next will be
at the Carter church, near Davidson, Okla., beginning the 27th
inst. and continuing over the second Sunday in October. We
shall appreciate the cooperation of near-by churches in this
meeting. Pray for me and the work of the Lord.

Ervin Waters, 422 Whittier Blvd., Montebello, Calif., Sept.
15.—~The meeting at Lebanon, Mo., came to a close August 16.
We enjoyed the work with this congregation and the associa-
tion with fellow preachers and visiting brethren. My wife and
I came by Temple and San Angelo, Texas, en route to Califor-
nia. August 23, we worshipped at El Centro, Calif. and I
preached once that day. August 26, I preached at Siskiyou
St., and we were glad to be reunited with these brethren.
August 27, I preached at Monrovia where a few are still
struggling on. August 29-30, we were with the boys in the
C. P. 8. Camp near Santa Barbara, Calif. 1 preached three
times while there. All who go there to encourage and
strengthen these boys will be encouraged and strengthened by
them. I thank God that such faith remains on the earth. I
pray that other young Christian boys will soon be with these
in this camp rather than in the army. Living conditions are
splendid and religious freedom prevails. Sept. 2, I preached
at Siskiyou again and September 3, I heard our splendid young
evangelist, Paul Nichols, at Monrovia. September 6, we wor-
shipped at Siskiyou and enjoyed the singing there in the af-
ternoon. That night we began a mission meeting at Pomona
which continues at this writing with one restoration and one
baptism. The one baptized was a woman who had been a
Catholic all of her life. We had all day services here Sun-
day. We are establishing a nice congregation. They meet at
10022 West Second St., Pomona, Calif. Do you know of any
members in this vicinity? We were glad to have Batsell
At the night ser-
vice he and I preached a double header. “Stand fast in the
faith, my dearly beloved.” -

MORTAL OR IMMORTAL?

“The theory of the immortality of the soul is
without Bible proof.”’—L. in P. T. M. (Adventist),
6-13-35. '

Reply: That which is not mortal is immortal,
for im means not. Man has a “body” and man
has a “soul.” Bible proof: “And fear not them

that kill the body, but are not able to kill. the

soul.”—Mt. 10:28,

The body of man is mortal. Bible proof: “your
mortal body” (Rom. 6:12); “your mortal bodies”
(Rom. 8:11) ; “our mortal flesh” (2 Cor. 4:11) .

Man ecan kill that which is mortal; man can
not kill the soul; hence the soul is not mortal.
Then it is immortal. And this is Bible proof.

H. C. Harper.

Your pack of troubles has wearied you. You
have fretted and complained beneath the burden
of it. . And yet, if you had the power to do so, you
would not exchange your pack of troubles with
that?of any person in all the world. Isn’t that
true? . :

.Q‘

L

i

s it RN

Ye num’rous sects
which all declare |

“Lo Christ is here,
Lo Christ is there.”!

Your stronger proofs '
divinely give

And show me where
the Christians live.

FEn sy

"Wherg is¥ Thy Church,
0O, Savior, where?”

I heard the cry,
and then I heard:

“Here is My Church
where men still dare
To take Me at My word.”

of Paths to Dwell in.”” (Isa. 58:12).

“Thus saith the Lord, ‘Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the Old Paths, where is the good way, and walk there-
in, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) “And they that be of Thee shall build the old waste places: thou
shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer
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CHRISTIAN GROWTH
By Ervin Waters

Christianity is a growth, “In whom all the
building fitly framed together groweth unto an
holy temple in the Lord” (Eph. 2:21). We were
not ushered into this world as mature beings but
as babes, and there followed years of physical and
mental growth before maturj S rea Qed. No
one expects as much wisdo @Q)Qgégyand
ability of a child as they doof a man. hen I

X?S da Ic}‘éﬂgﬁéhstpzls{eaacsh?i dChl]}dZ Iﬂwn%m;ﬁtoi%%ﬂaabut of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4).

man, I put away childish things” (1 Cor. 13:11).
But people do expect us to grgw up eventuall
" We must be born again t.ov%)(ecomm,@.hrist' )
“Verily, verily, I say unto the€, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”
(Jno. 3:3).. Regardless of one’s physical age at
the time of .his obedience to the gospel he is a
babe in Christ, and there must follow growth and
development. We shouldn’t expect as much of a
babe in Christ as we do of one who is a veteran
in the gospel. Some seem to expect a babe in
Christ to be as strong as anyone. However, we
should expect that babe to grow, “As newborn
babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that
ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). It isn_’t a
shame to be a baby but it is a shame to remain a
baby.

While we don’t expect a babe to be skilled in the

word of God, we do expect him to become skillful

and develop. The writer of Hebrews wrote to
some whose growth was stunted and who refused
to develop, “For when for a time ye cught to be
teachers, yve have that one teach you again” (Heb.
5:12). They had been in the church long enough
to become teachers but they themselves needed
to even be taught the first principles again. The
writer exhorts us to not be satisfied with a knowl-
edge of the bare fundamentals of religion, “There-
fore leaving the principles of the doctrine of
Christ, let us go on unto perfection” (Heb. 6:1).
Peter shows that we don’t inherently possess the
Christian virtues but that we must “add to our
faith” (2 Pet. 1:5). R

One great difference between oqr_physical and
spiritual growth is that our spiritual growth
should continue as long as we live while our phy-
sical growth ceases at maturity. We may possess
the virtues mentioned by Peter but we have room

for growth, development, and expansion in each
- ‘one. ]
gain more knowledge as long as we live, “That ye

We may possess “knowledge” but we can

might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing;
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing
in the knowledge of God” (Col. 1:10). “But grow
in grace and in knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 83:18). We may possess
love but we can “abound more and more in love.”
To grow physically one must have proper food
and exercise. The same is true spirituaily. “De-
sire the sincere milk of the word, that ve may
grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). “Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth
The rea-
son that some do not grow is that they do not take
; spiritual nourishment by studying and meditating
{_on the word of God. We are careful to feed the
physical man several times daily. If we were as
careful for the spiritual we would sustain steady
and continuous progress.

But we must also have exercise to grow. We
get our exercise spiritually by obedience and by
putting into practice the things we learn from
God’s word. “But strong meat belongeth to them
that are of full age, even those who by reason of
use have their senses exercised to discern both
good and evil” (Heb. 5:14). “Exercise thyself
rather unto godliness” (1 Tim. 4:7). We could
study the Bible every day of our life but if we
were “forgetful hearers” and not “doers of the
work” (Jas. 1:22-25) we could never grow strong
“in the Lord and in the power of his might” (Eph.
6:10).

The brotherhood seems to be growing in some
things. We should give it credit for this growth
and not just rebuke the faults that exist. When
Christ wrote the seven churches of Asia he first
commended their good qualities before he men-
tioned the defects. I notice that churches are
cooperating more with each other. This is neces-
sary. A congregation should not draw in like a
turtle and isolate itself from others by refusing
to work with them. Congregations near each
other especially should try not to have meetings
simultaneously and should cooperate in mission
work. I notice that brethren are growing in the
grace of giving. More and more are trying to
give at least a tenth of their income. This is easy.
T have also noted an increase in prayer among bre-
thren. Our work will increase as we pray and re-
ly on God more. Preachers are working together
better with less backbiting and jealousy than
heretofore. This is growth on our part: Most of
us were unprepared spiritually for this war. Now
more and more young men realize their duty in
this conflict and are objecting to military service
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because they have learned that they cannot take
the oath and that they cannot afford to
“forsake the assembly” (Heb. 10:25). These
young men are going to stand by their objections
and go to the Conscientous Objector’s Camps to
be with those who are already there. God be vx_fith
them and grant them strength of purpose, mind,
and faith! God help us to stand behind them and
support them! I am thankful that some congre-
gations are beginning to send them help.

Let us ever face the “sun of righteousness’” who
will give us light and help us to sustain ourselves
amidst every adversity. Let us boldly declare,
“The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what
man shall do unto me” Heb. 13:6). Who knows
but what soon a stronger church will arise to bless
the world and make glad the city of our God! Let
us “quit ourselves like men” (1 Cor. 16:13) in
these perilous days when men’s hearts are ‘falh.ng'
them with perplexity and be strong in realization
that HE hath said, “I will never leave thee nor
‘forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5).

SOUNDING OUT THE WORD
By Carl N. Nichols

Brethren, what California can do any place can
do, in regard to building up the cause of Chl'lS:t,
because it is said by all to be the hardest place in
this country to preach the gospel. )

We have, by the help of God, about nlm_eteen
congregations in this state, worshipp.ing‘ in a
seriptural manner. The work we are doing in Cal-
jfornia is not being done because the brethren
here have any more financial ability than any-
where else, for that is not the case. But we sim-
ply felt that something had to be done abgut
spreading the word of God. So many are groping
in darkness, but “how shall they believe in him
of whom they have not heard? And how shall they
hear without a preacher?” (Rom. 10:14). The
Lord says that his word will “not return unto him
void,” so we decided to have the word preached. If
we could not preach it ourselves, we would he_lp
support someone, or others, that could preach it.
That is what we did; but not without meeting
with some opposition. The cooperation at first
was not one hundred per cent. Some of our own
brethren said that it could not be done here.
Some said that we could not finance the
work of keeping a preacher in the field a year at
a time, also that it had been tried before, but met
with failure. Let us say here that if it failed, it
was the fault of the preacher or the brethren, and
not God’s plan, for God’s plans always work. One
brother spoke up and said. “If we put cur hearts
into the work, the dollars will get there.” We
put our hearts into it, and the dollars did get
there. “Where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.” Very simple isn’t it? The best
of it is, that the support of the gospel has not
worked a hardship on the brethren. On the con-
trary, we have been greatly blessed, yes, far be-
yond our expectations.

In times past, the old established congregations
would send for the preacher, and have him preach
for about two weeks to them and he would na-
turally baptize some of the children of the mem-

bqrs, and possibly some member’s husband or
wife. But he would rarely reach out much far-
ther than that. True, they would support him
farely well for two or three weeks out of the year;
and then things would die down until the next
year. Then they would send for a preacher again.
This would go on year after year. It is all right
to call a preacher for a meeting, but that isn’t
enough. We are supposed to be lively stones (1
Pet. 2:5). There is no time to be asleep.

In Matt. 5:18 Christ says, “Ye are the salt of
the earth.” Just how are we the salt of the earth?
Because we have the gospel, and it is the power
of God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). When you
have a fresh piece of meat that you wish to save
by salting, you apply the salt all over it thorough-
ly—you do not put the salt in one place. If you
did, all of the meat would be lost. Let us spread
the saving power of God (the gospel) that Chris-
tians (salt) may cover the whole earth. We save
curselves by helping to save others. If we just
have the gospel preached to me, and my wife, and"
my son, John, we are going to be lost in that
final day.. The Bible teaches that we must save
others if we would be saved; and we do that by
sending the word to them.

Yes, the Bible says, “Go preach,” and it also
says, “How shall they preach, except they be
sent?” (Rom. 10:15). Notice the word “sent”
in this passage of scripture. Brethren what are
we doing to send the preachers out to preach the
gospel? If we are not doing all we should, we had
better get busy and do more.

The brethren in California feel like the work
hereis just getting started. It is true that when
we first began this work, it didn’t look so bright
from our .stand-point, but God said to trust in
Him, and that is what we did.

If you wish to spread the gospel—do it! Trust
in the Lord! ) :

This is the way the work started in California.
At first we secured the services of Brother Homer
L. King for about six months. He did some good
work and much was accomplished. By the time
he left here we had spent about all of the contri-
bution of the two congregations, that started this
work. But, we did not quit. A little while after
Brother King left, Brother Waters came to Cali-
fornia on a visit. After hearing him preach we
asked him to come back to stay for a time, .and
preach to others, (not to be a “pastor” for us).
He has preached to the congregations that started
this work very little compared with the length of
tilne that he has been here. He has gone where
he could, and preached to others where he could
get a building. Sometimes we would pay rent on
the buildings that he would secure; at other times
a few members would be located, and they would
have a place to meet. He would preach for them,
and search out other members that might be near.
All the time Brother Waters was doing this kind
of work he knew he was going to receive support.
Sometimes he would receive a good donation, and
sometimes he would receive a small amount. If
he didn’t receive enough for his support, we would
make up for what was lacking. But, at no time
has Brother Witers demanded any -certain
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amoﬁnt. He made reports regularly to the con-
gregations about his meetings and the donations
that he would receive.

The progress, that has been made is due to the
cooperation of all the faithful congregations in
this state. We are all one big family, working in
unity for the up-building of the cause of Christ]
Let us thank God for everything, because we can
do nothing without His helping hand. 1 am sure
that there is not a member in any of the congre-
gations who wants any glory for himself, but
wishes to give God all of the glory and all of the

praise. We are only doing our duty by the help .

of God.

Some do mnot believe in giving a preacher :
specified amount. We do not believe that the
preacher should specify the amount that he
should receive. If there is a better way to give
him the support that he should have, and not
decide on a certain amount, we fail to find it in
the scriptures.

Do we give to the cause of Christ as we have
been prospered? If we do, the cause will not go
wanting for lack of support. -Sometimes we think
that if we had lots of money, we would do more
for the Lord. But what we are ‘doing with our
dimes and our dollars is what we would do with
thousands, if we had them.

We have adopted a plan here at several of the
congregations, whereby we give a half of our con-
tributions to the spreading of the gospel; the
other half we keep back to help the poor and to
use for current expenses.

The half we have held back for the poor and
expenses has grown larger than it should be for
our spiritual safety, and something is going to
have to be done about that. Of course, more than
one half of the contributions could be given to
sowing the seed of the kingdom, if, after taking
care of the poor and expenses, the half saved for
that purpose was not used. Brethren, let’s allow
that which is contributed to the Lord’s work for
His cause, thereby laying up “treasures in Heav-
en,” (not fat bank accounts here on earth).

The “catch-as-catch-can” method of preaching
the gospel may be all right in some respects, but
when some of God’s ablest ministers are compelled
to stop preaching the gospel and spend a great
portion of the year making a living for themselves
and families, when the Lord knows, we could be
sending some of them out to save souls, the blame
will fall on us individually, the members of the
congregations throughout the country for “muz-
zling the ox that treadeth out the corn.” True,
Paul, the apostle, gave us a fine example by earn-
ing his living while preaching, but shame on us if
we try to force all preachers to do the same or
suffer, when Paul himself taught that if a man
preach the gospel he may also “live of the gospel.”
All preachers cannot take their work along with
them as they preach like Paul did. If a man puts
in his time preaching the gospel there is no time
left to earn a living. We should share with him.
Paul thought it best for himself to remain a bach-

ellor, but he did not teach all preachers to be bach-
elors, ’

Brethren, this work becomes suprisingly easy
as we become more determined to rejoice in the
Lord’s work, for Christ says, “my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light” (Matt. 11:30). He makes
it s0. We have really prospered in this work.

This article was written so all might understand
more fully how the work is being done in Cali-
fornia. Brethren, if we are the salt of the earth,
let’s save as much of the earth as possible by
spreading that saving power. -

T et

OUR HELPERS, NOTICE!

We appreciate the effort upon the part of many of our
friends and loyal workers for the OPA to try every month to
increase the circulation and usefulness of the paper, and we
thank you more than words can express. But, we have some
who work by spurts, they “blow hot and cold,” work “spas-
modically.” They will send a very encouraging list one month,
and then their name is conspicuous by its absence on our list.
We appreciate every effort, even if it is but once a year, yet
it is the faithful plodding that really counts in the long-run.
You will see the names of certain workers in every issue with
an encouraging list. We know they work in every meeting,
all the time, to help the paper. Of course, we all know, that
vou will hold meetings now and then, where you will fail to
get subs. no matter how hard you work, but when preachers
hold meetings after meetings, from place to place, and never
send in a sub.—well. we can’t help but wonder if they haven’t
forgotten to even mention the paper. We should have an
average of, at least 100 subs. every month, if we are to keep
growing. Brethren, let us have vour name every month with
one or more subs. to the only paper of its kind. —Publishers.
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—eee wo wie rank of brigadier-general in the

" Northern army, led his soldiers from the bloody

field of Chickamauga, to Atlanta, Georgia, and
helped make those red hills redder with human
blood. .

Was he within his “Christian rights” driving
the iron car of war over those lovely hills and val-
leys?

Let the mothers of Georgia answer, as they
weep over the graves of their brave and fallen
sons, who gave their lives as they fondly believed,
for home and country and the right.

Bro. Gano, a Christian preacher in the South-
land, rose to the rank of brigadier-general in the
Southern army; led his gray-clad troops through
Arkansas and Missouri, hunting blue-clad ene-
mies to butcher, by day and by night.

Was he within his “Christian rights” while
ready to slay his brethren in Christ if found in
enemy ranks?

The only reason these two eminent brothers in
Christ did not fly at each other’s throats in dead-
ly grapple, was that they never met in battle.

And you preach to me that a man can lead a
Christian life in the armies of this world? Never,
until we have a new Christ and a new Bible.

O the horror and the anguish of war’s dread
carnage! In the voar of battle, men cursing,
shrieking, mutilated dying, plunging into the
grave, filled with rage and hate, without one ray
of light to illume the blackness of the tomb.

When the citizens of Atlanta met General Sher-
nan and asked protection for the city, in three
vords he preached the greatest sermon mortal
nen have heard in a thousand years: “Gentlemen,
War is hell!” '

All of the want, woe, and suffering, noted above,
s the logical outcome of man’s attempts to gov-
>rn himself by the “vote.” v

(In the “Apostolic Way,” 1921, being an ex-
serpt of an article in reply to Brother McGary).-

OKLAHOMA MISSION WORK
By W. M. McLemore

We have but few established congregations of
the Church of Christ, that are willing to abide
by a “Thus saith the Lord” in the state of Okla-
homa. Now, why is this? Is it thé fault of the
preachers or the brethren in general? Christ
said: “Go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel” (Mk. 16:15), but since we ‘all are not
preachers, what shall we do about it? Christ gave
the commandment to go and to preach to every.
creature, but.if we do not do it, are we not falling
down on our duty? Furthermore, the church is
to be the “pillar and ground of the truth,” and
“by the church the manifold wisdom of God is
made known,” but “how shall they hear without
a preacher, and how shall they preach, except they
be sent?”’ That must be the solution—They must
be sent. Hence, if we cannot preach, we can and
should “send” the preacher into the “fields white
unto harvest.”

Learning our duty in this important work, the

‘question arises as to how we may be ables to

“send” the preacher out to preach to the lost. This
will involve some financial obligations upon the
part of the churches of Christ. We do not hesitate
to obligate ourselves to buy a car, radio, furniture,
home, etc., when it often takes a year or more to
pay for them but when it comes to the Lord’s
work and of saving souls, well—, we just do mot
feel able to finance it, and often we are not willing
to give Him a part of what we have left after bpy-
ing all these other things. Which is the more im-
portant? Are we “seeking first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness,” when we so act? It
seems that the brethren, generallly, have had in
mind that the responsibility and sacrifice was all
the preacher’s, but right here is where we have
been wrong. The preacher must be willing to
sacrifice, and he is sacrificing a plenty, even when
well supported, by leaving home and loved ones to
g0 into a strange community, not knowing what
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he shall encounter, nor how he may be received.
Just how many of us brethren would be willing to
leave home and loved ones, travel several hundred
miles to a job, and receive $45.00 or $50.00 for
two weeks of work? When we have kept the
preacher for two Lord’s days, we have used two
weeks of his time, for a Lord’s day, means a week
for him. He is out the time in traveling to and
from the meeting, and he is out his expenses for
travel—don’t forget that. His family (if he has
one) has to live at home. There are hills to be

‘paid, and we should consider the increase in the

cost of travel and living just now, and make al-
lowance for that, when we hand him our support.
Is it not time that we wake up to these obliga-
tions, and do a little of the sacrificing ourselves?

The Lord has required that we “give as
we purpose in our hearts,” but He didn’t
say for us to pay all of our bills, take care of the
luxuries, first, and then give Him a little of what
is left. But, the “first and great commandment,
is to love the Lord, thy God, with all thy heart,
soul, and mind (Matt. 22:87). Will we do it?

Brethren, let us get behind this mission work
with our hearts and pocket-books, and let us co-
operate together to put at least one preacher into
the mission work in our state? Others are doing
it with success, so why cannot we? Look at Cali-
fornia, West Virginia, and Missouri—they are
not only talking, but doing. Let us be “doers of
the word,” for we are to be “blessed in the deeds,”
in the doing of it, brethren. Read 2 Corinthians
8th and 9th chapters, and then let us all work
together in this great and good work of saving
souls, by sending the gospel to the lost.

OUR COLORED BRETHREN
By Carlos B. Smith

Our colored brethren of Brookhaven, Miss., have purchased
a let on which to build a2 permanent place of worship., They
have about $60.00 on hands to begin the building, but of
course, this is insufficient, and they are not able to finance
the building alone, and must look to the white brethren for
help. Not long ago the white brethren here helped in the
building of a house for the colored brethren in another com-
munity, and we expect to help with this one, but they will
need more. It will be appreciated if the brotherhood will
send donations to them for this purpose. Many of our white
brethren have met these colored brethren and they know
they are worthy. If in doubt about their loyalty, ask Brethren
King, Gay, Cook, and any of the New Salem brethren. Send
all donations to Alfred Walker, Box 146, Brookhaven, Miss.

(Note: Yes, I have met these colored brethren above men-
tioned, and I was very favorably impressed with their hu-
mility, loyalty, faith, zeal, and love for God and His way, and
I believe they are worthy of our support as mentioned by
Brother Carlos, and knowing Carlos as I do, I know that you
can depend on his word in the matter—Homer L. King).

OUR HELPERS

Here are the names of our helpers and the number of subs.
we received from them during September 20 to October 20.
Many thanks, brethren, for your interest in the circulation of
the OPA.

Ervin Waters—12; C. H. Lee—8; Clovis T. Cook—8; Homer
L. King—5; Clarence Snodgrass—4; H. S. Jackson—3; Ira
Baker—2; Carlos B. Smith—2; Mrs. Lila Phillips—2; W. H.
Jones—2; Denver H. Garrison—2; Amos Allen—2; Paul O.
Nichols—2; Clyde Penner—1; T. F. Thomasson—1; Mrs,
Anna Gay Middick-—1; Clint Sargent—1; W. H, Gill—1; E. O.
Baldwin—1; G. H. Horton—1; Ray Roe—1; Carl N. Nichols—
1: Mrs. J. E. Waters—1; Mrs. T. L. Modgling—1; Mrs. J. E.
Phillips—1; E. F. Case—1; Gerald Shannon—1; D. A. Moore—
1; A. R. McMullen—1; Total—T70.

F. R. Roberson (colored), Lawrenceburg, Tenn. September
29.—~We were glad to have Brother Joe Howard pz:each for us
the ﬁz:st Sunday in September. It was a wonderful sermon
and will never be forgotten by us. May the Lord bless him

G. .H. Horton, Hood River, Oregon, Sept. 21.—We are stili
meeting for worship in our home. We hope to be able to
have a meeting within the next vear. It is very encouraging
to read how the brethren are reaching out with the gospel.

W. H. Jones,AAlta Vista, Kansas, Oct. §.—We hope to have a
series of meetings before the gas rationing takes effect, as
one of our brethren has to drive 60 miles to services. We

continue to meet for worskip as the Bible directs, out in the
country.

. W. H. Gill, Eola, Texas, Oct. 8.—I have not written for some

tl'me, due to the illness of my wife. She has been very ill
since the ﬁl‘st of July, and they had to amputate one of her
fingers, being still in bed, but we hope she is on the road to
recovery. We were glad to have Bro. Paul Nichols preach one
night for us here, baptizing one.

Lynwood Smith, Rte. 3, Brookhaven, Miss., Oct. 4—We are

looking forward to Bro. Paul Nichols being with us. T am -

aflxious to meet him. I have been aiding in the teaching ser-
vices this year. Recently I was with the brethren at Bro.
Red’s, near Summit, Miss. Bro. Carlos and I visited the
church at Marion, La., where I preached twice.

E. 0. Baldwin, 344 -Clark St., Fresno, Calif., Oct, 8.~—I moved
here from Sanger, and I am now nteeting for worship with
Bro. Jim Russell, at 757 Orange Ave. Anyone passing this
way will find a welcome with us. Bro. Russell has been doing
real well in the work here. We hope to visit the brethren in
Sanger occassionally.

I. D. Russell, Cisco, Texas, Oct. 7—Our little band of
Christians meet for worship at Sister White’s, E. 2Ist St.
While all are poor in material things, yet we love the truth.
We read our OPA and then pass it on to other brethren here.
May the paper live long to do good.

Pete Howard, Dora, Missouri, Oct. 10.—Getting sick and
being unable to work, I came home from St. Louis. The
church here is still keeping house for the Lord. We ought
to have a series of meetings here, but some of the brethren
think -otherwise. However, we want to have one of the
preaching brethren with us over Lord’s Day soon, s

Ray Roe, Doughterty, Oklahoma, Oct. 15.—The church here
is still laboring for the Lord. We have failed to have a
meeting this year, due to sickness and tire rationing. Many
of our brethren have moved away, which, has thinned our

ranks considerably. But, we are out of debt on our house .

after so long, for which we are thankful. We hope to be vic-
torious in this struggle.

Carlos B. Smith, Rte. 1, Box 150, Wesson, Miss,, Oct. 10.—
Brother Lynwood Smith and I made a trip to Marion, La,, two
weeks ago, and enjoyed a visit with the good brethren there,
Brother Sam Smith and Lynwood, young men, are fast de-
veloping into good teachers. Bro. Sam plans to make a trip
into Oklahoma in the near future to visit some of the faith-
ful. I am making an appeal for the colored brethren in
Brookhaven elsewhere in this issue, und I hope brethren will

respond.

Burley F. Black, 263 S. Moore St., Ottumwa, Iowa, Oct, 9.— .

Brother H. E. Robertson held a tent meeting in Bloomfield,
Sept. 6 - 20 inclusive, without response to the gospel call.
Rain and cold brought the meetings to an untimely close. The
Jessons were splendid. Brother Ralph Mustard, of Monrovia,
California, preached for us over two Lord’s days recently. We
love him for his sincerity and determination to oppose all
evil, We plan to have him again. .

i
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C. C. Brown, Naches, Washington, Sept. 22.—There is no
Church of Christ here, so we are having the worship in our
home and doing the best we can to keep up the fight in this
place of 4,000 population. “The fields are white to harvest,
but the laborers few.” I wish that one of our evangelists
would come here to help establish a loyal church. I think,
we will be here for a year or more. Send me the OPA here.

Earl Johnson, Ada, Oklahoma, Sept. 22.—Brother Fred Kirbo
has just recently given us four nights of preaching, which
was good for the soul. I agree with Bro. Waters that Fred
needs to be in the field all the time. Brethren should read
Eph. 5:14 - 17; Rom. 10:13-17. Bro. Fred gave us a lesson
on the “Model Church.” I hope he writes an article on it for
the OPA. The church is progressing nicely, and we are look-
ing forward to a fall meeting. All loyal gospel preachers
will find 2 welcome here.

A. M. Graham, Rte. 1, Purcell, Okla., Sept—~Brother Fred
Kirbo held us a meeting at Washington recently. He did
some fine teaching and baptized four. Then, he and I went
to Long Run, Mo., for a mission meeting, but they had just
closed a meeting with one baptized. They are meeting for
worship in the school house at 2:00 o’clock p. m., and would
appreciate having any of the loyal preachers visit them and
preach for them.

Joe Castleman, Rte. 1, Box 199 K, San Antonio, Texas, Oct.
18.—Brother James R. Stewart is now conducting a series of
meetings at Catalina and Viendo Streets. We enjoy the les-
sons and his Christian spirit manifested. I held a short
meeting at Sabinal this month. I enjoy being with these bre-
thren. My next effort will be in mission work in Milano
County, the Lord willing. Brethren, pray for me that I may
be a useful servant in the Lord’s cause.

Fred Kirbo, Davis, Oklahoma, Oct. 18.—I clésed a mission
meeting at Fruitland, Texas, last Lord’s day, with three bap-
tized and one restored. About ten members will be available

for starting a congregation in that part, and they plan to

keep house for the Lord. The North 6th St. congregation in
Wichita Falls, have promised to send leaders out to help them
keep the work going. Brethren, this is a great work, and let
us all do our part. This meeting was supported by Wichita
Falls, Carter, and Washington churches. I baptized a fine
young man at Wichita Falls, On with the work!

Homer A. Gay, Rte. 2, Lebanon, Missouri, Oct. 21—We had
a fine meeting at Lees Summit with Brother T. F. Thomasson
doing the preaching. In addition to the two baptisms and two
restorations, I feel that a lot of good was done. I was very
glad to be able to attend every service. Since my last report,
T have received donations as follows: H. E. Thompson, Calif,,
—$25.00; Bro. and Sister LaRew, Iowa—3$10.00; and H. E.
Robertson, Mo.—a nice large print New Testament. I cer-

ainly do appreciate all this kindness, but as I said last month,
d believe you have given me enough, and there are others who

)a&d it worse.

James R. Stewart, Rte. 4, Box 179, Waco, Texas, Oct. 12—
recently preached one Lord’s day at White Hall, which I en-
inw very much with these good brethren. I held a shorxt
meeting at the N. 6th St. church in Wichita Falls, with fair
wds and interest, but no additions. From there I visited
iX Bro. King’s meeting at Carter, Okla. I enjoyed his good
lessons and met several old time friends. I love the brethren
there. I visited one night in Bro. Kirbo’s mission meeting,
near Bowie, Texas, where he was doing some good work. On
my way home, T preached one sermon for the loyal brethren
in Fort Worth. Last Lord’s day I was with the home church,
So. 4th St. Two confessed faults. The church here is doing
fine. We have our new house almost completed. I go mnext
to San Antonic for a meeting. Pray for me and the cause
of the Lord.

Clovis T. Cook, Rte. 2, Lebanon, Missouri, Oct. 20.—1 closed
a series of meetings with the brethren, near Mitchell, Indiana,
with two baptized and one restored. I love and appreciate
these brethren for their honesty and faithfulness to their
convictions. They have recently built a new house, and are
doing fine. Any true gospel preacher will find a welcome
with them, but I think they have had enough of “new ideas.”
I am to begin a series of meetings with the North Sixth St.
church, Wichita Falls, Texas, the first Lord’s day in Novem-
ber, continuing over the second Lord’s day.

G. A. Canfield (colored), Marion, La., Oct. 19.—Since my last
report Brother Robert Adams, Wesson, Miss., a young preach-
er, made his first trip away from his state to visit us with
two discourses. We enjoyed his lessons, and I think he is go-
ing to make a fine preacher. We have three more young
preachers in Mississippi, who are making good for young men.
We have eight or ten colored members in Brookhaven, Miss.,
who are striving to build a house for worship. They have a
lot paid out, but they are poor people in this world’s goods,
but they are loyal and worthy of any help the brotherhood
may give them. See the appeal by Bro. Carlos B. Smith in
this issue for further information about them.

Ralph Mustard, 221 E. Cleveland Ave.,, Montebello, Calif.,
Oct. 13.—O0n Sept. 27, I closed a meeting with the brethren in
Ottumwa, Iowa. I learned to love them, and I trust I shall be
able to return for more preaching in the spring. My next

‘was with the brethren in Lebanon, Mo., where I preached

several times, with one confession of faults. I had the privi-
lege of being associated with Brethren King, Gay, Cook, Ro-
bertson, Lee, and T. F. Thomasson. I am now with the bre-
thren in McAlester, Okla. and from here to Council Hill, Ada,
Sulphur, Doughterty, and Healdton. I am making this tour
to get acquainted and to book meetings. There is a shortage
of preachers, and I am willing to do what I can to relieve the
shortage. Wife and I are thinking of locating in Missouri or
Oklahoma. Let us insure our lives with the Lord instead of
worldly agents, and let us spread the gospel. .

E. J. Smith, Rte. 2, Box 108, Jowa Park, Texas, Oct. 1—The
chureh, North 6th St.,, Wichita Falls, is moving along very
nicely. I had the pleasure of preaching to a very appreciative
audience at that place last Lord’s day, Sept. 12. 7The taber-
nacle was pretty well filled. At the morning service we had
several visitors—some from Carter, Okla.; Bowie and Houston,
Texas. The brethren here are working hard to develop the
manifest talent in the young brethren into qualified leaders
and teachers, whom the church needs today and will, so long
as there is one on earth,

T. F. Thomasson, Lebanon, Missouri, Oct. 14—0n October
11, I closed a two weeks meeting at the Lees Summit church,
with a man and his wife baptized and two confessions of
faults. Preaching brethren in attendance a part of the mieet-
ing were H. E. Robertson, Clovis Cook, S. J. Gay, Ralph Mus-
tard, Arthur Wade, and Homer L. King. Homer A Gay and
Chas. Lee were with us all the time, which T enjoyed very
much. Bro. Gay seems to be improving fast, and we hope he
will soon be normal again. I visited in the OPA office and
saw the work being done to mail out the OQct. issue. Bro.
King and others are making a great sacrifice to put the paper
out. Bro. and Sister Lee brought me on my journey to Van-
zant, where I began October 11, after which I go to Cable
Ridge and to Lebanon for meectings.

Clarence Snodgrass, Tuscola, Texas, Oct. 11.—We have had
two short meetings this summer. Bro. Paul Nichols preached
four nights for us. He is a young preacher, but a very able
cne for his age, and we enjoyed his lessons very much. We
hope to have him with us again. Bro. W. W. Wilks held our
regular meeting, with three restorations, for which we were
very thankful. The church was strengthened. The third
Lord’s day in Sept., I was with the faithful brethren at Lewis-
ville. Brethren Wilks, Paul Nichols, and Jesse Broseh, were
there also and preached for us. It was a feast I seldom have

_ the opportunity to enjoy. May we -have more of them.

. Batsell Moore, C. P. S. Camp, Star Rte., Santa Barbara,
Calif., Sept. 24.—Brother Ervin Waters and wife paid us a
visit in the camp and gave us some good lessons. Ervin
seemed well impressed with the way we get along here, I
have made my third trip to L. A., and I plan to make another
within a few weeks. I could go twice per month if T just had
transportation. The environment here is much better than
in Ark., T think. The people generally have been very kind
and hospitable to us, renting us an apartment in town, where
we may spend the week-ends. We had a fine singing at Po-
mona the last time I was there. T met with the Siskiyou St.
church for the morning service and at Pomona afternoon and

night.

L. N. Byford, Bellmead, Texas, Oct. 1l.—Brethren Cyrus
Holt and Jim Stewart made good talks today, and what a fine
service it was, resulting in two confessions of faults, and we
In the construction of our new building we have

rejoice.
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been blessed in many ways. All have contributed L
faithfully in both labor and money. I.believe .tiu:1 cl}gg:ihyhir;lg
is now realizing its duty more than ever before. If we could
only realize that without the help of the Almighty we would
be as chaff before the wind, and that the earth and the full-
ness thereof belongs to Him, and that we are-only stewards
for Him, we would be more humble and would give -more .of
our time and money to His cause. Pray for us that we may
remain faithful to the end.

W. P. Perser, Rte. 2, Lubbock, Texas, Oct. 15.—The church
here, located at 2012 Third St., continues to worship God hum-
bly, praying that our feeble 'efforts will be accepted. Since
Bro. Waters’ meeting, which was well conducted and enjoyed
by all, we have been encouraged by a few moving in and
meeting with us. Bro. Paul Nichols recently preached twice
for us, and we were favorably impressed with him. Also
Bro. Fred Kirbo was with us two nights, delivering two ﬁné
sermons. We plan to have him with us in the near future,
if nothing hinders. Bro, Jack Bledsoe still preaches for us
once each month. Let us remain humble and faithful.

Barney Welch, Box 111, Spring Hill, W. Va., Oct. 18.—I
closed a short meeting at Mallory Chappel, Sunday night,
with one restored, who had been out of duty for many years.
Sickness in the community hindered much. We had visitors
from Rumble and from Winifrede, W. Va. I am to begin to-
morrow night at Huntington, W. Va., continuing over three
Lord’s days. I am to take up the work in California next
year, having been invited by the brethren there to spend all of
1943 in that state in the evangelistic work. As soon as I can
get the facts about gasoline rationing, I shall know just
when I shall depart for that state. I would like to visit as
‘many congregations along the way as possible. I mean to go
by our home, Temple, Texas, enroute.

C. W. Van Stavern, Lebanon, Missouri, October 16.—We are
looking forward to the beginning of our fall meeting by Bro-
ther T. F. Thomasson, who has just closed a very successful
meeting at Lees Summit, where a number of us attended a
part of his services there. We feel certain that we shall be
benefitted much by the able teaching of Bro. Thomasson in a
series of meetings here. We were glad to have Bro. Ralph
Mustard, of California, with us a few days. He preached four
times, giving us some good lessons, with one confession of
faults. We wish him much success, and we hope he can be
with us again sometime, We extend a standing invitation to
all loyal gospel preachers, who stay with the Old Paths, when
passing through, to stop over and preach for us. We need
it. You will find us meeting for worship at West Pierce St.,
each Lord’'s day, 10:30. .

-Marysville, Calif.

shall be at Lodi, and Oect. 18, we shall start a meeting at

Much must be done bef i-
fornia, December 20, efore we leave Cali

George Rozzell, Rte. 3, Oklahoma City, Okla., Oct. 13.—We
are striving here to continue to keep house for the Lord in
His appointed way, 4t 2933 S. W. 28th St. “Uncle Sam” has
almost crippled us here, as we have lost nearly half of our
membve.rs, including our beloved and able song leader, Glen
Bray, in the last 30 days. This has hurt us deeply, but we
are determined to carry on the good work with the ones left.
We have been unable to have a preacher with us for some-
tmhle. Possibly, some of them feel they cannot afford to wor-
ship with us in the “mule-barn,” back of the “dance-hall.”
But, we do thank God for a few Christians, who are humble
enough to worship God in any kind of a place until they can
do .bett:er. We hope to have a better house and a better Jo-
cation sometime. I think it would be better to encourage
such unfortunate congregations, rather than discourage them.
Such remarks might have a tendency to keep one in the “corn-
ﬁe}(.” Pray for us that we may have courage to continue
faithfully and overcome all obstacles. Any loyal preacher,
coming our way, will find a welcome with us.

Paul O. Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood, Calif., Oct. 13.
—At the writing of my report last month I was in Texas, one
of the states through which my preaching tour takes me. I
had to return home in order to comply with the wishes of the
clerk of my Selective Service Board. I believe that the busi-
ness is all straightened out now, and I will be able to con-
tinue my tour. While in Texas I met several of my preaching
brfathren, including Jack Bledsoe, C. C. Snodgrass, W. W.
Wllk§, J. T. Broseh, and M. J. Buffington. Also, 1 met and
associated with many of my old friends, and I hope I made
some new:friends, too. The hospitality shown me by the bre-
thren and *sisters was wonderful, and I appreciate it very
much. While in Texas I preached at the following places:
Lubbock, two services; Cedar Gap, a short meeting; Lewis-
ville, Brown County, one service; Pull Tight, one service. 1
was at Sangelo for a short meeting; Eola for one service,
baptizing one; Temple, for two nights; and San Antonio, for
four services. At the present I plan to return to Texas for
some preaching after I visit some of the congregations in
some of the other states. Since I returned home, less than a
week ago, I have preached at Monrovia and Montebello, one
service each. The eighteenth of this month, the Lord willing,
I will be with the faithful congregation in New Salem, Missis-
sippi, for a few nights, preaching. Let us continue to press
the battle, brethren.

“DEPARTED FROM THE FAITH”

I have just received a little folder from one Chas. F. Reese,
R. F. D. No. 1, Box 24, Yuma, Arizona, with headlines: “The
Old Paths Advocate has departed from the faith.”” This folder
clearly portrays the disposition of its author, and why it was
sent to me I cannot tell, but it was, and I think a few things -
said of its contents will not be out of place.

In this said folder the author names Bros. Fred Kirbo,
Homer A. Gay, Ervin Waters, and Homer L. King, men who
had the courage and faith when the truth of the scriptures
was seen by them to step out in its defense, not fearing the
assaults’ of the aspirants of the traditions of self-designing
men., I thank God that we have men, and young men, who are
not afraid to take the “sword of the spirit” and march on to
victory for truth and zrighteousness, fighting for the O01d
Paths, marked by the divinely guided pens of the Apostles.

I don’t feel that those faithful brethren, who in the above
named folder are named as having “departed from the faith”;
need me to take care of them, as I feel each of them is an

-~ able soldier in the cause of truth, but knowing the author as
‘I do, T feel my duty demands me to speak out in the behalf
i of the truth.
" and teaching the truth and opposing the flood of errors that
. have so engulfed the mind of the now reading public, that
i the truth of God’s word is not respected in this colossal dark-

When my brethren are attacked for preaching

ness, I am attacked also.

But now to the attacks direct: “What is the truth in wor-
ship?” “And as they were eating Jesus took bread and blessed
it and brake it and gave it to the disciples, and said Take eat:
This is my body” (Matt. 26-26). Brake—“To strain apart, to
lay open by breaking.” But this critic fails to tell us just
where this bread is to be broken, neither into how many
pieces this bread is to be broken. If at the center or near
one edge, in either case would it not be broken and is that
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not what the scripture says? But next “And as they were
eating, Kirbo took bread and blessed it, and pinch it and gave
it to the brethren and said, Take eat, this is my body. O0ld
Paths Advocate” “Pinch—to press hard -or squeeze as be-
tween the ends of the fingers.,” ~To all thinking people this
should serve as a fair example of a gross misrepresentation
or a demonstration of not having a capacity to discern be-
tween words and terms, To break means to separate but
pinch never means to separate, and I, herewith, deny the
charge that Bro. Kirbo or. Bros. Gay, Waters, or King, ever
taught or practised to pinch the bread in the worship of.God.
Neither does the Old Paths Advocate so teach. . :

1, with all those brethren herein named, with all the OPA’s
friends, teach and practise just the same as is taught in Matt.
26-26; Mark 14-22; Luke 22-19; the same as the Lord delivered
to Paul, 1 Cor. 11-24.

And, now in conclusion, I wish to pay my respects to a few
things found on the last page of the little folder, “So the
Old Paths Advocate preachers have departed from the faith.”
Who is this Yumaite talking about? Is it the brethren who
publish, read, write to, and support the “OPA,” because this
paper (“OPA”) is a medium through which the truth can be
taught and defended? If so, let him think again. Those
brethren, on the point that seems to be that so disturbs his
nerves, breaking the bread of the Lord’s supper, all. with
myself, teach exactly what Jesus taught in the example He
gave on the night of His betrayal, namely, the bread was
broken and eaten just as the apostles taught and practiced.
But, there is one thing we don’t teach. We don’t teach that
the one who officiates at the table on Lord’s day must break
the Lord’s body twice, and all others must break it only once.
The charge of teaching what this Yumaite calls “pinching”
the bread of the Lord’s table must have had its origin with
the author of the folder above mnoted.

“Let us not be desirous of vain glory provoking one an-
other envying one another” (Gal. 5-26).

May God help us work for peace, sweet peace.,

—E. J. SMITH, SR.

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

“Enclosed you will find my renewal and one other sub. The
interest you and others have shown in me has really been ap-
preciated. I hope to see you all in Missouri again this fall.”
—Paul O. Nichols, California.

“I am sending my renewal and three others. Send me some
sample copies. I am sorry that I am a little late.”” —Clarence
Snodgrass, Texas.

“I want to tell you how much I enjoy reading the OPA. It
is a wonderful paper, containing so many good lessons. I
have been reading my Uncle Clarence’s paper for years, but
decided to have it sent to me. It would be a blessing if it
could be sent to every home in America. Xeep up the good
work and I am certain you will be rewarded.”

—Miss Clara Snodgrass, Texas.

“Here are two subs. for the paper. We still enjoy it, and
we hope to see it in as many homes as possible. This issue
was fine.” —Ira Baker, Texas. .

“] am sending my renewal to the OPA. May God bless you
in your good work.” —A. M. Graham, Oklahoma.

“I am sending two subs. to the OPA. Like Bro. Tom Smith,

I think you should continue as our publisher, and I wish you
much success. I eagerly await the arrival of the OPA.”

-—Carlos B. Smith, Mississippi.

“Enclosed is our renewal. Let us all be diligent to finish
the work the Lord has given us to do.”—A, R. McMullen, Tex.
“Find my renewal to the paper. I like the paper fine.
Thanks for the past issues.” —Ray Roe, Oklahoma.

“T am enclosing my renewal to the OPA, and here is money
to send it to my sons in the Conscientious Objectors Camps.”
—A. E. Cogburn, Texas.

“Here is another article for the paper, that you may use
when you need it. I hope to have an article in the OPA every
few months, if desired. I know that you are kept very busy,

. but drop me a few lines when 'you can.” :

—Batsell Moore, C. P. S. Camp, California.

e P i s S N S

“I am sending a report.to the good OPA. I really enjoy
getting and reading the paper. Some want it larger, but I
prefer to have it come oftener, as it seems so long between
issues.” —W. P. Perser, Texas.

- “Will. you please send future issues of .the OPA to the
above address. I enjoy the paper very much, and I don’t want
to miss any issues. I hope others are as strengthened by it as
.” . —Wyvonee Perrin, California.

“Here is a sub. to the OPA., Let me say that I certainly
do think it is fine. Keep it as clean.as you can. I am yours
for sound doctrine.” . —W. H. Gill, Texas.

“I am sending check for my renewal to the OPA, as I do
not want to miss an issue of it.” .
—Mrs. T. L. Modgling, Illinois.

“] am sending two new subs. to the OPA. I really do en-
joy reading it.” ~—Denver H. Garrison, California.

“Find my renewal to the OPA. Reports make the. paper
better.” -7 —W. H, Jones, Kansas.

“I am looking for ﬂfe.arrival of the good old OPA. I hope
you have forgotten about changing publishers, because I do
not think we need another. I hope to be with you all some-

time. Pray for me.” —Lynwood Smith, Miss.

“We are sending our renewal to the OPA and for a dozen
copies of -the ‘Clark-King Discussion.’ We are getting much
good from the OPA, and much good is being done by it—it
is so very fine the way the brethren are reaching out.”

M —G. H. Horton, Oregon.

“We read the OPA and pass it on to other brethren to read.
I was told you have given your work on the paper for years
without financial reward. May the paper live long and help
reward the publisher.” —Mrs, I. D. Russell, Texas.

“Here is our renewal to the OPA. We enjoy reading the
good reports each month.” —Mrs, J. E, Waters, Oklahoma.

“I enjoyed the articles written by Brethren L.  N. Byford
and J. E. Phillips in the October issue. The OPA certainly is
spiritual food.” —Joe Castleman, Texas.

“Find my renewal to the OPA enclosed. We hope Brother
Gay is still improving in health.”—E. O. Baldwin, California.

Ye'num’rous sects © |

“'which all:declare. " - 1

“Lo- Christ: is here. " [}
~ Lo Christ is.there.” :

Your stronger proofs
“divifely give -

And-show me where * *° l
‘the - Christians. live.

“Where is: Thy Church,
" 0, Savior, where?' -
I heard the ery, -°,'\~
! and then I heard:

“Here is My Church
_where men still dare
~ To take Me at My word.”

i

of Paths to Dwell in.” (Isa. 58:12).

__ “Thus saith the Loxd, ‘Stand ye in"the'ways, and see, and ask for the: Old Paths, where is the good way, and walk there-
in; and ye(shgll find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) “And they that be of Thee shall build the old waste places: thou
shalt raiseé.up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be ealled,. The Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer
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THE LORD’S SUPPER

(Rom. 12:5),-“So we being many, are one body
in Christ, and every one members one of ancther.”
Then, why should we act as if we were separate
and distinet one from another? (12:9), “Let love
be without hypocracy. "Abhor that which is evil;
cleave to that which is good.” It is foolishness
for us to say we love each other, when our actions
belie our words.

(12:13), “Be kindly affectioned one toward an-
other with brotherly love in honor preferring one
another.” When by our-actions we are afraid of
each other, we cannot prefer oche another. If I
sheuld say I love my brother, but am afraid to
commune with him, I am certainly crossing up
things.  Because perfect love casteth out fear.”

(Rom. 14:23), “Whatsoever is not of faith is
sin.”  (Rom. 10: 17), “Faith comes by hearing
the werd of God.” Let some preacher please tell
us where we will find “CUPS” in connection with
the Lord’s supper, or any where else in the New
Testament? (Rom. 18:17) “Mark theth which
cause divisions and offences contrary to the doc-

" trine which ye have learned and avoid them.” Di-

visions are caused by substituting man’s word for
God’s word. Examples: Aaron putting up a gold
calf for the Israelites to follow, instead of Moses
whom God put up. Nadab and Abihu substituting

.strange fire, instead of that from the brazen alter.

Moses substituting his and Aaron’s authority in-
stead of God’s at the rock. David substituting a
cart to haul the Ark instead of four Levites, as
God commanded. ' Ananias and Sapphira-substi-
tuting a part, for the whole of .their money. Bre-
thren, you had better lookout for the end of this
abominable Idol, you have placed on the Lord’s
table.

Read again (2 Tim. 8:16, 17): “All scripture
given by inspiration of God is profitable for doc-
trine, for-reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness, that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good
works.” Let some Preacher tell us please where
we will find instruction for his good (?) substi-

tutes. )

(2 Tim. 43:2-4), “Preach the word; be urgent in
season and out of season. For the time will come,
when' they. will not endure sound doctrine; but
having ‘itching ears, they will heap to themselves
teachers .after their own lusts. And they shall
turn-away their ears from the truth, and shall
be turned unto fables.” If that time has not come

- in‘this ‘the 20th century, it will never come. The

doctrine .of -ordaining elders, deacons, to manage

the. Church, has been annulled. Any “OLD

THING” that wants to COME, and preach to them
as long as they will let him, and that is generally
till he can find a “more paying job.” AND most
churches have no use for a man who will preach
as the Bible reads.

“If ye love me you will keep my command-
ments” (John 14:15). “If ye keep my command-
ments ye shall abide in my love; even as I keep
my Father’s ccmmandments and abide in His
leve” (John 15:10). “Ye are my friends if ye do
what I command you” (John 15:14). Brethren,
there is nothing on earth that I desire so miuch
as to be a friend of Jesus Christ; but I know that
if T substitute my own will and ways for His, I do
not deserve His friendship, nor will I get it.

Listen to Paul (Gal. 1:8, 9): “Though we or
an angel from heaven preach any other gospel
unto you than that which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed.” Every law, example,
precept, and ordinance, embraced in this plan of
salvation, is the GOSPEL (Gospel—*a system of
religious doctrine”—Webster).

(2 Thes. 2:15), “Therefore brethren, stand fast,
and hold the traditions which ye have been taught,
whether by word or epistle.” (Eph. 5:6), “Let no-
men deceive you with vain words; for because of
these things cometh the wrath of God upon the
children of disobedience.” (Eph. 4:4-6) “There
is one body and cone spirit even as ye are called in
one hope of your calling. One lord, one faith, one
baptism.” As Christ gave his one body, and his
life upon the cross for all people, so He says, when
he took the loaf, “This is my body; and as he took
the cup, this is my blood (the blood is the life,
Deut. 12:28), so as Christ gave ONE body and
ONE life for us, we can use only one cup and one
loaf. :
(1 Cor. 3:18, 17), “Know ye not that ye are the
temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwelleth
in you? If any man destroy the temple of God,
Him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is
holy, which temple ye are.” What kind of a tem-

_ple are you building without any mortar (Holy

Spirit) to bind the stones together? You say and
act separate and individually in this matter, (I
came very near saying the “Lord’s supper,” but it
is “NOT the Lord’s supper” (1 Cor. 11:20). Please
read that and see why it is not. Nothing can be
“The Lord’s Supper,” but what He gave. .
(1 Cor. 11:28), “For I have received of :th
Lord that which I delivered unto you, That the
Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was be-
trayed took bread; and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and said, “Take eat; this is my body,
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which is given for you, this do in remembrance of
me.” - )
“And after the same manner also, he took the
cup (i. e. after giving thanks) when he had sup-
ped (after giving thanks he took a sup), saying,
This cup (poterion—Greek, ‘“a cup, a drinking
vessel”), is the New Testament in my blood: this
do ye as often as ye drink it, in remembrance of
me.” O brethren, how can you read this and
turn to that IDOL on the table, and give thanks
for the CUPS?? “We don’t give thanks for the
.cup ANY MORE, we give thanks for the con-
tents.” Had to change the wording of your pray-
er. MY, MY! “For as often as ye eat this loaf,
and drink this cup ye do show the Lord’s death
till he comes.” Here is the main ARGUMENT of
the CUPPERS— “We don’t drink the vessel.” My,
isn’t that a wise crack? But their main argu-
ment is TO KEEP ANY ONE FROM PREACH-
ING in their churches, if he wants things as the
Lord has them written. I am very sorry that this
is so0, but cannot help it, for they will not, if possi-
ble allow us the use of their houses, nor papers.
Stumbling Blocks

“QOur congregation is too large to use One Cup.
It would take a cup as large as a barrel.” “Study
to show thyself approved unto God a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of God” (2 Tim. 2:15). If you know of
any large congregation in the New Testament
taking the supper together, let me know, please.
I find the disciples “breaking bread from house
to house,” and a small congregation in the third
loft at Troas taking the supper, but at Jerusalem
I find them “in the Temple daily for preaching,
but nothing is said about their “breaking bread”
there. '
- If you will investigate, you will find that they
followed the plan of eating the Supper, like eating
the Passover—a few families together. And as
far as we can find out, they took it in their homes,
thus following the example of Christ. AND He
is a GREAT one to follow, is He not?

—E. A. Lowry.

DILIGENCE VS. NEGLIGENCE
By Batsell Moore

Although this is but the second article of mine
in the paper, I trust I might say a few words to
veu who are more at liberty than 1. and more able
to “be about our Father’s business” among the
public. We often take for granted that we have
more than ample time to convert the world and
therefore, “putting-off” the Lord’s work becomes
a common thing. When friends tend to bar us
from spiritual work, we should say as Christ did
in Luke 2:49, “Know ye not that I must be about
my Father’s business”? Although our years be
few in this vale of sin and tears, time is an im-
portant weapon in the battle of converting the
werld. Men study and prepare for years in order
to better this earthly life, but how long do we
prepare to discover our best talent in the work
of the Lord? In I Pet. 4:11, “If any man speak,
let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man
minister, let him do it as of the ability which God

giveth.” * God has given us abilities that we

haven’t developed because of "apathetic' disposi-
tions. ’

If a man’s left eye is lost, his right strengthens.
If his right arm is lost, his left strengthens. So,
is the case of the social and spiritual part of man.
Take away man’s social freedom and his spiritual
life will strengthen in order to gain mental con-
tentment. Do we seriously realize that the free-
dem we have, to serve and work for the Lord, is a
great blessing that could be taken from us? Be-
ing in a Civilian Public Service camp and only
having a taste of bondage, 1 often realize the neg-
ligence I have shown in my past life in “abound-
ing in the work of the Lord.” -I Cor. 15:58—
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast,
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is
not in vain.” As we enjoy freedom, if we could
only realize that our “labor is mot in vain,” and
that we are working for something worth striving
for, we could push the cause of Christ to a greater
degree than yet has been attained. “Lift up your
eyes, and look on the field; for they are white
already to harvest” (Jobn 4:35). Our eyes have
been closed to the mission fields. Do opportuni-
ties pass us daily that afford us a way to please
the Lord? If so, I'm afraid that we are not
abounding in the work of the Lord. Since the
small number of preachers are having to turn to
jobs for means of support, I'm sure that many
are letting opportunities pass to hit a blow at the
enemy of sin.

If we.were in bondage, I’'m sure that we would
turn our eyes to the Lord as is the custom of the
human race in time of trouble. As long as things
arz well with us, we tend to forget the Lord, but
let trouble come and the ground isn’t near enough
fcr a kneeling knee in prayer. No better time is
there to draw a line between the service of men

- and the service of God as is taught in Eph. 6:7.

Especially are men told to do some things by gov-
ernmental authorities today that should be re-
fused by Christians who want to serve God rather
than man. Brethren, aren’t we bold enough to
“buck the crowd” and show the outside world that
there is a war of sin to be fought rather than the
present type? Negligence isn’t the word for us
who have failed to drill into the boys’ minds the
horrors of carnal war and what it does to the
Church. “Wherefore we receiving a kingdom
which cannot be moved, let us have grace, where-
by we may serve God acceptable with reverence
and godly fear” (Heb. 12:28). The kingdoms
that are being fought for today are easily wipped
off the map, whereas the kingdom that we should
be working fcr, will never be moved. Although
the all important question of war has been neg-
lected. we should turn our time and efforts to
spreading the gospel -to the best of our ability.
‘“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor
knewledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou
goest” (Ec. 9:10). Let not the grave, another
war, nor so called important business catch .us
being as negligent in serving the Lord as some
of us have been in-the past. - '
If the few and scattered Christians were to lay
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their armors down, there would be no use for God
to permit this old world to carry on its bloody.
trail of life. Since we do have the privilege of
spreading peace even to a hardened world, we
should not forget that we are the only living tools,
left on earth, the Lord has to carry the gospel to
the lost. “For we are labourers together with
God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s build-
ing” (1 Cor, 3:9).
“Christ has no hands but your hands
to do his work today,
He has no feet but your feet
to lead men in his way:
He has no tongue but your tongue
to tell men how He died,
He has no help but our help
to bring them to His side.

We are the only Bible

the careless world will read,
We are the sinner’s gospel,

we are the scoffer’s creed,
We are the Lord’s last message

given in word and deed.”

Brethren, may each of us ask ourselves the
question: are we diligent or negligent in serving
the Lord? “I must work the works of him that
sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when
no man can work” (John 9:4). While we have
the time and opportunity, we should “put our
shoulders to the wheel” and work for Him who
rut us here to spread the gospel.

We are to love one another and be workers to-
gether in order to complete the circuit of gospel
workers. ‘“Be kindly affectioned one to another
with brotherly love; in honour preferring one an-
other” (Romans 12:10). We should prefer the
company of our fellow worker in Christ that we
will bear our yokes of burdens together in service
to God. While you brethren in the circle of Chris-
tian love and gospel fellowship are doing your
might to further the cause of Christ, either by
teaching or example, may you often make men-
tion in your prayers of us boys in these camps.
May our negligence, in guiding men in the right
paths in free life and also decisions of right in
time of draft, cease.

CONCERNING CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS
TO COMBATANT SERVICE

I want to commend Brother G. H. P. Showalter
for giving space on his page for the article by
Murrey W. Wilson, under the above title, and ap-
pearing in the October 27th issue of the Firm
Foundation. There are only 14 boys in the camp
at Magnolia who are members of the church of
Christ. Surely there are fourteen wealthy con-
gregations in the United States which could care
for the expense of these boys each month. It is
a shame that “leaders” in the church of Christ
will “drum up” help for (or allow it to be “drum-
med up”) the Red Cross, Community Chest, and
other human organizations made up of Jews and
other infidels, some of which even sponsor women.
wine and song) and refuse to support our young
men who have been taught to live and practice the
principles of him who is the Prince of Peace. Not

only have the congregations over the country re-

- Tused to support and care for these men; but ma-

ny “‘big” worldly, political, office-loving and office-
h.oldlng members have even frowned upon and
ridiculed these young men. Many congregations
made up of “world-affair-controlling” members are
ashamed of these young men. Many popularity
loving preachers have not only poked fun at these
young men, but have also caused those congrega-
tions which are able to support, and which other-
r;llse would have supported them, not to support
em. -

The boys in the conscientious objector camps
are not cowards, even though they have been
called “yellow” by a few men who called them-
se.ves preachers of the gospel—the gospel is a
gospel of peace. These young men, in the words
of Brother Wilson, are “having to stand up for
Christ, facing criticism of the world and the criti-
cism of many in the church.” A few preachers
talk about how “physically fit” they are, that it
“our war” (Christian’s war — another “Holy
War,” I suppose!), knowing all the time that
their services will be accepted by this country, if
they were to volunteer, yet they will not volun-
teer. I am not saying that a person like that is
“yellow,” that he is a “coward,” but he certainly
is in no position to call some conscientious objec-
tor a coward or refer to him as being “yellow.”

Yes, these boys have been taught to ‘“Bless
them that persecute you: bless and curse not”
(Rom. 12:14). “‘Avenge not yourselves but ra-
ther give place to wrath: for it is written, Ven-
geance is mine; I will repay. saith the Lord”
(Rem. 12:19). “For though we walk in the flesh,
we do not war after the flesh” (2 Cor. 10:8, 4).
“But I say unto you, Resist not him that is evil:
but whosoever smiteth thee on thy right cheek,
turn to him the other also (Matt. 5:39). “For this
is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward
God endure grief—Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his
steps” (1 Pet. 2:21-23). ‘“Be not afraid of them
that kill the body, and after that have no more
that they can do” (Luke 12:4). “We ought to
cbey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). “My
kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom
were of this world then would my servants fight.”
As Brother Wilson said, “We have taught them
right . . . We have many in the church of the
Lord who still believe the gospel of peace as given
us by the Prince of Peace . .. The boys in the
conscientious objector camp are a few of that
number. —Chester Estes, Longview, Tex.

(In Firm Foundation, Nov. 10).

IF YOU FAILED TO GET PAPER

Due to a mistake, evidently, not on our part,
our supply of copies from the printers was short,
and we were unable to send copies of the Novem-
ber issue to a number of our subscribers. We
were very sorry this happened, but there was
nothing we could do about it. But, you will not
lose an issue, as your time will be marked up a
month. We hope this will not happen again. We
hope to be able to send out more sample copies
now. _ ) -—Publishers.
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A CAUTION—LEST WE FORGET
J. N. Armstrong

We, the children of God, citizens of the king-
dom of heaven, must not be swept off our feet in
these times that try men’s souls, but must hold
a firm grip on ourselves lest we forget our place
in a time like this.

We must remember that we are not of the
world, but are “sojourners” and “pilgrims,”’
“strangers” on our way home. “If the world
hateth you, ye know that it hath hated me before
it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world
would love its own; but because ye are not of the
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore
the world hateth you” (John 15:18, 19). “I have
given them thy word; and the world hated them
because they. are not of the world, even as I am
not of the world. I pray not that thou shouldest
take them from the world, but that thou shouldest
keep them from the evil one” (John 17:14-16).
Notice how significant the words—“I pray not
that thou shouldest take them from the world

(Greek, out of the world). No, the Lord needs-

his disciples in this dark and dismal world.

So he did not pray for the Father to take them
out of the world, but that he would keep tham out
of the evil of the world, keep them separated from
the life of the world. “Come ye out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and

touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you” (2.

Cor. 17). .

Lest we forget, may I remind my readers too
that the Bible is the same book in every part of
the world and that it reads the same in every
country; that the thirteenth chanter of Romans
reads to the Christian in Italy or Japan, as it does
to the Christian in America. “The powers that be
are ordained of God.” “There is no power, but of
God.” “Let every soul be in subjection to the
higher powers.” “He that resisteth the power,
withstandeth the ordinance of God.” “For he
is a minister of God to them for good.” Thus the
Bible reads to every Christian in every country.

But the Christian cannot partake or share in’

the hating, the starving of men, women and chil-
dren, the bombing, the killing, and all the other
woevks that are essential to combative war. .
Every earthly government that has in its citi-
7~nship Christians recognizes the problem that
~this creates. - Qur own government is magnani-

mous in its efforts to protect its.Christian citizens
in this matter; I do not know of any other govern-
ment that has gone so far -to meet the require-
ments of the Christian conscience as our own gov-
ernment has done. This stirs us all with the deep-
est gratitude. For this magnanimous treatment of
the Christian’s conscience all Christians ocwe a
debt of unstinted loyalty to the government which
entails upon them obedience, limited only by their
censcience. . o

The Christian therefore, is always a willing,
obedient subject-—rendering obedience, for the
Lord’s sake, to his government. He shows honor
and respect to those-in authority; he is quiet, law
abiding, and faithful. This is the best position
and attitude of the Christian in whatever govern-
ment he may live. But he can never do that which

" his Lord forbids.

We in the United States hold in honor our gov-
ernment, we are grateful always to the govern-
ment and to God for the liberty and protection
that our Lord provides for us through the gov-
ernment. We are glad that it is our privilege to
make “supplications,. prayers, intercessions” for
our rulers in these perilous times. We are much
concerned too about the outcome of the present
conflict and pray daily for God’s overruling provi-
dence, that he may direct all to his glory and to
the relief of suffering humanity.

But that a man who has confessed Jesus “as
Lord” (Romans 10:9, 10) who has taken Christ’s
yoke (Matt. 11:28-30) ; who has become a citizen
of the kingdom of God, with citizenship in heaven
(Phil. 3:20; 2:10) who has been begotten of God
(1 Jekn 5:1), born again (John 3:5) whose very
bedy is a temple ¢f the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19);
who is a new creature (2 Cor. 5:17) who has been
beught, redeemed, purchased-—ransomed—Dby the
Lerd’s blood and therefore is not his own, but is a
bondservant (slave) of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 6:19,
20; 1 Peter 1:18, 19; Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 7:22, 23)
—that this man could share equally with other
citizens of an earthly government in responsibili-
ties and service to the earthly government; that
such a man as described above would be as free to
answer the “call of his country” and to comply
with all the demands of the government after he
is called as another citizen who has none of these
relations to God, and hence, owes none of these
cbligations to Heaven, is not even thinkable.

To us who have citizenship in heaven our Lord
says: “If thine enemy hunger, feed him.” “Render
to no man evil for evil or reviling for reviling.”
Christ “suffered for you, leaving you an example,
that ye should follow his steps; who did no sin,
neither was guile found:in his mouth. Who, when
he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffer-
ed he threatened not.” .

(See 2 Cor. 6:17; Rom. 12:20; 1 Peter 2:2, 25;
3:90

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou
shalt love thy neighbor and hate thine enemy.
But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you and
persecute you; that ye may be the children of
God” (Matt. 5:43, 45). . ;

. (In Firm Foundation, Oct. 20).
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MEET BROTHER BUFFINGTON

Brother M. J. Buffington, 434 Porter Street, San
Antonio, Texas, was born September 19, 1914, at
Colorado, Texas. At the age of 12, he “joined”
the Baptist Church. In the summer of 1939, he
obeyed the gospel of Christ, under the preaching
of Clovis T. Cook, thereby becoming a member of
the Church of Christ. In the summer of 1940,
he began preaching, and has conducted a number
of successful meetings during 1941 and 1942. On
November 27, 1941, Bro. Buffington was united
in matrimony to Miss Eupha Reynolds, who also
Qbeslf{ed the gospel under the preaching of Brother
Cook.

The readers of the OPA are familiar with Bro-

- ther Buffington and his work, as he has reported

regularly for this paper the past few years. Many
of our preaching brethren and others are personal-
ly acquainted with him. He has been associated
with preaching brethren, Homer A. Gay, Clovis
T. Cook, Ervin Waters, Barney Welch, James R.
Stewart, the writer, and others. All who know
him speak well of him as a Christian, singer, and
preacher. I was very favorably impressed by him
in our short acquaintance, and I see no reason why
he should nct become a very useful, faithful,
preacher of the gospel. I think you will find him
loyal and true to the truth as advocated by the
OPA, being opposed to all innovations, troubling
the church today. I hope the brethren will call
him out into the “fields white unto harvest,” as
he informs me that he desires to give all his time
to preaching. You will find that he has a pleasing
personality, as well as his Christian wife.
' —Homer L. King.

A GOOD SUGGESTION
By A. E. Cogburn
I have a son, Travis, who is in Camp Lyndhurst,
Va., and my son, Lewis, is in Camp Magnolia, Ark.
Now, if we are supposed to send contributions to
these camps, why cannot we select a loyal preach-
er to see after it for us? Should we depend on d‘1-
gressive or innovating brethren to look after this
business for us? . The camps above mentioned

have not asked the boys for any. aid, yet Travis
has been there since June 1, and Lewis since Sep-
te{nber 1. But, this set-up lasts only through
this year, and I think we should be looking for-
ward to 1943. '

NOTE: Yes, I, too, think it would be well for
us to select someone to look after this matter
either at each camp or for all the camps, or in
whatever way the proper authorities may re-
quire. I hope that we may be able to give some-
thing more definite in the next issue of the OPA.
We solicit suggestions or information concerning
the matter. —Publishers.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FRUITS

By Carlos Wilmoth
S—Sunday schoo! is like a tree,
U—Under which men like to be;
N—Never doubting what is taught;
D—Division is by Satan brought.
A—All trees are known by fruits they bear;
Y—You see, my friend, what kind is there.

S—=Such fruits, won’t you stop and think?
C—Cannot please God, but soon must sink;
H—How deep, my friend, no one can tell.
O—One thing we know a place called hell;
0-—O0ld Satan is the captain there;
L—Look out for fruits these trees do bear.

F—For when earth’s millions shall appear,
R—Remember what I tell you here;
U—Unto God’s word account we’ll give,
I—In which no human plant doth live;
T—There-in is found no Sunday School ;
S—So0, who on earth now is the fool??

Selected by E. H. Miller, LaGrange, Ga.

AN APPEAL

It is very difficult to find a suitable place here,
but we want to purchase the place where we are
now meeting, which can be obtained for $677.00.
It is necessary to have it paid out before we can
make alterations.

We are holding fast to the sound principles
taught us by Bro. Clovis T. Cook last May in his
mission effort here. We have met many adverse
conditions, but we refuse to compromise. We
have been steadily growing in number. If any
brethren think it a Christian act to assist us fi-
nancially to purchase this property, we shall cer-
tainly appreciate it. In the deed to the property,
we mean to insert clause to the effect that: Sing-
ing shall be by voice without the aid of instru-
ments; prayer shall be led by male members only;
the teaching by male members in one assembly,
one at a time; the Communion shall be of one loaf
of unleavened bread and one cup for the fruit of
the vine, the one presiding at the table giving
thanks and breaking (partaking of his portion)
and giving to the others; contribution on each
first dav of the week as we have been prospered,
of a willing mind, for the necessity of the saints
and the furtherance of the gospel.

Four men, Brethren Robert Lauder, Denver
Garrison, E. O. Baldwin, and James W. Russell,
have been selected to carry out these things.

—_James W. Russell, Rte. 3, Box 4, Fresno, Calif.
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- "OUR HELPERS

Many thanks to all for the encouraging list of
subscriptions sent us October 20th, to November
20th. We appreciate everything you do to help
us :ncrease the circulation and usefulness of the
OPA. Will you not try to send us a list every
-month?

Ervin Waters—21; Brethren, Huntington, W.
Va.—12; H. E. Robertson—5; Homer L. King—
4; Tom E. Smith—38; Clovis T. Cook—3; Paul
Ivichols—38; Mrs. W, Warwick—3; Barney Welch
—3; Lila Phillips—2; J. W. Allsup—2; Vera El-
more—2; Ira Baker—2; Mrs. Louie J. Early—2;
Mrs. Clyde Middick—1; H. E. Thompson—1;
Henry Young-—1; Junior Van Stavern—1; Mrs.
Hugh Hinton—1; John Spradley,.Jr.—1; Geo. W.
McCain—1; Leslie Cato—1; W: E. Murry—1;
Homer Smith—1; W. E. Shockley—1; Stella
Barnes—1; Mrs. Pauline Rowlett—1; W. E.
Stroud—1; Alfred Walker—1; Henry Crews—1;
Lizzie Boyle—1; F. K. Reeves—1; Mrs. H. G. Rey-
nolds—1; Mrs.. L. T. Cryer—1; Clarence Snod-
grass—1; Chas. D. Palmer—1; Mrs. Mae Sam-
mens—1; Geo. Rozzell—1; Jesse Smith—1; Total
—92.

NOTICE HELPERS
Yes, send us all the new subscriptions you can
at 50c per year. We are continuing this offer as
long as we can. If you have sent us $1.00 for
new subscriptions, recently, you may send other
names to take the place of the extra money. The
price to old or renewals remains the same, $1.00
the year. Please, keep up the work for the paper.
» —Publishers.

B. M. Massengale, 1310 Spruce St., Dunean, Okla,, Nov. 4.—
If anyone knows of a true church in. or near this place, please
notify me. I am 81 years of age this month, hence unable to
walk far. I am willing to turn from all error to the truth in
everything.

J. W. Allsup, Rte. 1, Richland, Missouri, Nov. 17.—We want
to get a church started in the town of Richland, and we
want to have some preaching there soon. We have a lot
promised for a new building. I recently met two families who
are interested in su¢h a move.

L. T. Cryer, Rte. 2, Box 154-B, San Angelo, Texas, Nov. 16.
—The new congregation here is getting along fine. Brother
Reed Chappell preached for us last Lord's day, giving us a
fine sermon. Brother Waters is to hold us another meeting
in next month, ’

E. H. Miller, 1003 Truitt Ave.,, LaGrange, Ga., Oct. 26—The
church here is doing fine at present—attendance and interest
good.” One young man was baptized last Lord’s day. . We have
raised. over $100.00 for a tent, but have been unable to find
one. Does anyone know of one about 36x50 feet? If so, let
me know, and what price.

Edgar Claywell, 587 W. 4th St., Pomona, Calif., Oct. 30.—
The little congregation at this place.is doing nicely. Brother
- ‘Ervin' Waters is holding a. short meeting at Montebello at
--this:time.. He is doing some wonderful preaching. Please,

this ‘address.

Timothy Phillips, Portales, New Mex.,, Nov. 1—If anyone

knows of a loyal preacher of the Church of Christ, or any’

members of this church, who would like to locate.in or around
the Portales Valley, please get in touch with me, and I shall
be glad to give you the desired information. Box 292.

A. E. Cogburn, DeLeon, Texas. — Brother Geo. Hughes
preached for us recently. His subject was “Unfinished Pray-
ér,” and all seemed to enjoy it. We are.glad to know that
Brother Gay is still improving, and we pray for his speedy re-
covery.

Chas. D. Palmer, Kinston, Alabama, Nov. 18—Brother E, H.
Miller was with us last week, and everyone seemed to enjoy
his lessons very much. I think we are all getting along very
well at this place. . I am sending my renewal to the Old Paths
Advocate. . '

M. Sammons, Premerton, Wash., East Park, Nov. 17— am
here visiting a son, and I expect to be here for the “duration.”
We have found but one Church of Christ, and they use the
cups, but we shall continue to look for a place to worship.
We hope to arrange for a preacher to come for a meeting.

Geo. Rozzell, Rfe. 3, Box 363, Oklahoma City, Okla., Nov.

19.—We were blessed on the 8th, to have Bro. J. R. Stewart -

preach for us. He gave us 2 good lesson. On the 15th, Bre-
thren Sam Smith and Paul Nichols were with us, and Bro.
Nichols preached until the 18th, with one baptized and ohe
restored. We were grateful for results. Pray for us.

James W. Russell, Rte. 3, Box 4, Fresno, Calif., Nov, 10.—
The church here is holding fast to the sound principles taught
by Bro. Clovis T. Cook last May, while in his mission effort.
We have met with many adverse conditions in the past few
months, but we refuse to compromise. We have been steadily
but slowly growing in number. We plan to purchase a place
of worship soon.

Homer A. Gay, Lebanon, Missouri, Nov. 22—We had good
services at the home church today. I recently received $5.00
from Bro. Frank Trayler. I appreciate the interest shown in
me by the brethren. I am doing fine and hope to be well
enough to resume evangelistic work soon. In these trouble-
sonte times let us not forget to read the Bible and pray more.
Don’t forgev to subseribe for the OPA and send it to others.

Alfred Walker (colored), Box.146, Brookhaven, Miss., Nov.

=~ 10—We are striving to continue in the faith of our Loxd and

Savior ‘Jesus Christ; ‘meeting each Lord’s day for worship
(Heb. 10:25); “But we are not of them who draw ‘back unto
perdition,-but 'of them who believe to the saving of the soul”
(Heb. 10:39).

W. H. Jones, Alta Vista, Kansas, Nov. 12—We recently had
Brother James R. Stewart with us for a short meeting, which
was enjoyed by all. We enjoyed his visits in our homes. The
crowds were small, but the interest was good. Pray that we
may ever remain faithful unto the end of our earthly life.

Roy Bill Modgling, (Somewhere in England), 38th Hg. &
Hg., Sq., 38th Service GP., A. P. 0. No. 637, ¢/o Postmaster,
‘New York, N. Y., Oct. 12—There is really very little I can
‘say, other than I am fine. England is a very prettry country.
T went through a church house recently, built in 1100. Eng-
land has a bumper crop. Write me. :

Geo. W. McCain, 242° W, Duarte Road, Monrovia, Calif,, Nov.
13—The church here is doing very nicely. We have good
crowds on Lord’s days, but not so good at nights. I moved
here from Montebello, and have been meeting here. since in
"July of this year. Will someone show by the Bible if it is
wrong for a man to wear beard? .

Allie Bixford, Hammeond, La., Nov. 10.—We enjoyed a short
meeting here, with Bro. Paul Nichols doing the preaching, We
were glad to have Brethren Carlos Smith and Robert Falvey,
of the New Salem, Miss., church' with us for a part of the
meeting, Bro. Falvey all of the .meeting. The results were
one baptized and one confession of faults and the seed sown.

W. E. Shockley, Box 95, Sanger, Calif., Nov. 8 —Though few
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in number, we are still pressing on in the work. The brethren

- in Fresno, Calif., are very much in need of financial aid to

arrange for a building, in which to worship. If brethren will
send them aid, it will be appreciated, and I think it is a just
cause. Read the report by Bro. Russell, this issue, concerning
the matter.

Tom E. Smith, Box 893, Healdton, Okla., Oct. 26.—We have
had one baptism here since last report. Bro. Raymond Bray
gave us a good lesson last night. We intend to go to Sul-
paur next Lord’s day to discuss mission work. Everyone
here is highly in favor of it, and everything seems to be
going good in this part.

B. F. Leonard, 1714 Jackson Ave., Huntington, W. Va., Nov.
12,-~We have just closed a very good meeting, with Bro. Bar-
ney Welch doing the preaching. One was added to the
church, and our attendance and collections on Lord's days
are better. Bro. Welch spoke at Point Pleasant, Ohio, one
Lord’s day, and they were well pleased. We hope to be able
to have Bro. King next spring, if he goes to Point Pleasant for
a series of meetings.

M. J. Buffington, 434 Porter St., San Antonio, Texas, Nov. 4.
—We have enjoyed a series of meetings by Bro. James R.
Stewart. His sermons were mainly to the church, and I be-
lieve the members were benefitted by them. We learned to
love Bro. Stewart, and we admire the humble manner mani-
feste.d. I preached at Fairview last Lord’s day, and was
sorry to find old Brother Finto very sick. Pray for him. I
mean to make a preaching tour through Arkansas, Louisiana,
Oklahoma, and Missouri, sometime this month.

F. K. Reeves, Marion, La., Nov. 15.— We continue here
against all innovations and for the truth. We have suffered
the lozs of our song leader, my son, Newton, who was sent
to the Conscientious Objector’s Camp, Lyndhurst, Va. He
writes that they meet to worship God on Lord’s days, which
is a fine thing for our boys, so they may not forget the Lord.
I am sending the OPA to him, that he may continue to read
of the good being done. Any loyal preacher will find a wel-
come with us.

Clarence Snodgrass, Tuscola, Texas, Nov. 10.—I recently
preached at Abilene and at Tuxedo. This was my first at the
latter place, but I found a good congregation with loyal wor-
ship. However, they have been using cups preachers. I hope
to preach there once each month. I visited with Bro. John
Snow, of Stamford. We plan to rent a store building there
for a place to worship. I received $5.00 from Bro. and Sister
Clouse, for mission work. Thanks, . We are looking for a
visit by Bro. Joe Castleman soon.

Clovis T. Cook, Lebanon, Mo., Nov, 20.—I closed a meeting
with the 6th St. congregation in Wichita Falls, Texas, Nov. 11,
with nine baptisms, all of whom were young folk. T really
think that the Church which meets on N. 6th St. has a chance
now. to grow and expand in a Bible way. I am sure the lead-
ers there do mnot intend to be selfish in being striet with
visiting leaders and preachers who do not stand wholly with
them. They learned a lesson in the past and do not intend
to let any preacher enter their ranks who is not true, but any

_ Gospel preacher true to the Book is welcome. I am to be-

gin a meeting with the 4th St. congregation, in Waco, Texas,
November 21, to continue over two Lord’s days: I hope to
meet many of my good friends while in that section.

Barney Welch, Box 111, Spring Hill, W. Va., Nov. 18I
closed a series of meetings at Huntington, W. Va., Nov. 2,
with one baptized. I enjoyed the meeting very much, During
this meeting T had the pleasure of preaching to a very large
audience at Point Pleasant, Ohio, across the river from Hunt-
ington, with one restored. I recently preached twice at Mal-
lory Chapel, once -at Rumble, a new congregation; once at
Winefrede. Both places are holding fast to “the faith.'.’ T
preached last Lord’s day at Spring Hill: visited in Hunting-
ton Monday and Tuesday. The Lord willing, we shall leave
for California, via Texas, December 14, where T am to do
mission work. Travis Cogburn and John Lancaster, of Camp
No. 29, Lyndhurst, Va., are to accompany us as far as Texas,
their homes. .

.Carlos B. Smith, Rte. 1, Wesson, Miss., Nov. 10.—We en-
"joyed a short meeting by Bro. Paul Nichols, Hollywoed. Calif.,
recently, at New Salem, with one baptism and one confession
offaults. “He held mission meetings at Wesson and at Ham-

mond, La., with one baptism.and one confession of faults. He
returned to New Salem for two other services, with one con-
fession of faults. His ability is remarkable for his age. We
pray that he may ever remain faithful.  Last Lord's day I
preached a double header with him at a large congregation,
near Independence, La, where they have allowed innovations
to come in. We taught against some of the things being
practiced and some were convinced. May they renounce the
unscriptural things and live closer to the Lord, we pray. ’

James R. Stewart, Rte. 4, Box 179, Waco, Texas, Nov. 11.—
Recently I was.witn the brethren in San Antonio, in a series-
Pf meetings. While there were no additions, yet I believe
it was one of the best meetings I ever held. I met many of
my old.friends and made new ones. This is the home of
preaching brethren, M. J. Buffington and Joe Castleman. I
was glad to be with them, and I enjoyed the hospitality of all
the homes I visited. These brethren are interested in mis-
sion work, and have been doing it. My next was at Alta Vista,
Kansas, for a short meeting. While few in number, yet they
are strong in the faith and true to the Book. They meet for
worship about 4 miles out of town. The support at both
places was good. En route home, I visited the church in
Oklahoma City. They are interested in putting a preacher in
the field in Oklahoma. Let us keep the gospel tide rolling.

T. F. Thomasson, Lebanon, Missouri, Nov. 16.—Oect. 11-25,
I was with the church at Vanzant, Mo., which was enjoyed
very much by me. I learned to love and appreciate them for
their faithfulness and loyalty to the truth. I made my home
with Bro. Clyde Penner, who seemed to be a pillar in the
church. They are doing a good work in holding up the serip-
tural worship. Oct. 26, I began at Cable Ridge, where I found
a fine church, built up mainly through the efforts of our be-
loved Bro. C. H. Lee. He has done a great work there. I
never preached to a more faithful and attentive people. My
next was with the faithful in Lebanon, November 4-15. We
have some fine people there, among whom is Bro. Bill Van
Stavern, who is certainly a live wire. I made my home with
him. My work with the churches in and around Lebanon was
pleasant, indeed. I met many good brethren I had never met
before and renewed acquaintance with many I knew in years
past. They treated me royally and supported me well. I
shall remember them.

Paul O, Nichols, 849 Wilcox Ave., Hollywood, Calif.,, Nov.
12,—A short meeting with the New Salem church, near Brook-
haven, Miss., resulted in one baptism and one confession of
faults. My next was a mission meeting at Wesson; then
another mission effort at Hammond, La.,, resulting in one
Laptism and one confession of faults. A second trip to New
Salem for two services resulted in another confession of
faults. While in that part, I preached one time to our colored
brethren meeting at Jerico, near Wesson. The faithful bre-
thren in Mississippi, are to be commended for their zeal, labor
of love, and generous giving to the support of the gospel. They
have helped in five meetings this year. May many more see
the need of “sounding out” the world. Bro. Sam Smith and I
are to leave tomorrow for Oklahoma City, Okla. Then, I am
to go on to lowa for a meeting and back to Missouri for some
preaching.

Ralph E. Mustard, 221 E. Cleveland Ave., Montebello, Calif.,
Nov. 6.—1 have been quite busy the past month. 1 preached
several nights for the brethren in McAlester, Okla,, making my
home with Bro. Lee Williams, and I was treated royally. They
are to be commended for their efforts. My next was at Ada,
Okla., preaching several nights. I am to return to Oklahoma
in the next few weeks for several mission meetings.  Let us
get behind the mission effort, and establish more congrega-
tions in destitute places. I am to hold a mission meeting in
a community of about 900 people—a good opportunity. I
continued five nights with the faithful in Hood River, Oregon,
recently. They continue in the Bible way.” The greater part
of next year, wife and I plan to make our headquarters in
‘Oklahoma, where I expect to be kept busy.

Homer L. King, Rte. 2, Lebanon, Missouri, Nov. 22.—Since
,coming in from Oklahoma, I preached once for the home
‘church, and I assisted in the teaching service at the Lebanon
church. I had the pleasure of listening to a good sermon by
Bro. T. F. Thomasson in his meeting at Lebanon. It was good
to hear him again. I am sorry I have been unable to return
to’ Oklahoma, for other work before mow. I have calls for
considerable preaching yet this year, but it is getting rather
late. and we may have to postpone it until next-year. 1 hope
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all my friends will pardon my seeming mneglect in answermg
your letters, but I have just been too busy with sundry duties.
1 shall, the Lord willing, write you as I have the time. I
taank you all so much for your many encouraging words and
p.ayers in these trying and perilous times. Yes, and thanks
t0 <i1 who helped me in a financial way this year to preach the
gospel in destitute places, among whom was our good Brother
Irvin R. Boss, Pekin, Indianz. May the Lord bless you all and
keep you in IHis love.

Ervin Waters, 906 So. 27th St., Temple, Texas, Nov. 16—I
‘preached at Lodi, Calif., Oct. 14, and Get. 18-25, held a meet-
ing tor the Marvysville church in Yuba City, Calif,, one mile
{from Marysville. The church there has sustained steady pro-
gress since its establishment last spring. I held a five nights
meeting at Montebello, Oct. 28-Nov. 1, with one restoration.
Nov. 2, we began a week's meeting at El Centro, which re-
sulted in six baptisms, three of whom were Baptists and one
a Methodist. This meeting was well attended. Nov. 9-12, I

preached four nights at Pomona, Calif., where I held a meeting

the first half of September and which is the youngest congre-
gation in California. Their contribution has not fallen under
$16 per Lord’s Day since the meeting and has even been almost
twice that. Yet only about 16 members meet for worship. We
began a meeting at Poplar, Calif., yesterday with three ser-
vices and basket lunch. November 29, the Lord willing, T will
be with the Lodi, Calif., church in a meeting. We plan to
leave California, December 20, and begin a meeting, December
27, at the Lakeview Church of Christ of San Angelo, Texas.

Louis P. Howsmon, 949 Sierra St., Yuba City, Calif., Oct.
27—Bro. Ervin Waters has been with us in an 8 day meeting,
closing October 25. We regret that he could not be with us
longer but realize that others need to hear the gospel as
well as we. May God bless Bro. and Sister Waters wherever
they may be, for we know that with the help of God he is
preaching the pure gospel and that she, through the life she
lives, is a good helpmeet. We still meet in the Woman’s
Club Bldg., 10th and D Streets, in Marysville. Whereas, we
have been meeting each Lord’s Day at 4 P. M. and Thursday
evening at 8 P. M., now we plan to begin meeting twice each
Lord’s Day, morning at 10:30 A. M. and evening at 7:30 P. M.

PASSED ON
Cobbs.—Sister Eva Cobbs was born August 13,
1902; departed this life November 10, 1942, be—

ing 40 years of age. She cbeyed the gospel 17
-years ago, and has been a regular attendant at
the worship at Mallory Chapel. She was the only

member of her family who obeyed the gospel, but -

oppositicn did not cause her to falter.

She leaves to mourn her passing, a husband, two
sons, and -a host of other relatives and friends.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to those who
miss her most. “Blessed are the dead who die in
the Lord” (Rev. 14:13). Funeral services were
cenducted by the writer.

—Barney Welch, Spring Hili, W. Va,.

Caffey.—Sister Dorthy Caffey, daughter of Joel
and Mina Carden, of Phillipsburg, Mo., was born
November 4, 1918; departed this life November
12,1942, being 29 years and 8 days of age. In
1939 she was united in matrimony to Ear] Caffey,
to which union a son was born, October.31, 1942,
She obeyed the gospel under the preaching of Bro.
T. F. Thomasson in 1931.

Sister Dorthy leaves to mourn. her pdssmg,
husband, infant son, father, mother, five sisters,
and a number of other relatives and friends. She
will be missed in the Lees Summit and Lebanon
churches, in the home, and in the community. We
extend our heartfelt sympathy to the bereaved,
and may they ‘sorrow not even as others who
have no hope.”

- = Funeral services were conducted by Bro. Clovis

T Cook and the Wmter g

o L ~ Homer ‘L.‘ King:

WORDS OF - ENCOURAGEMENT
. “I certdinly enjoyed the November issue of the '
OPA. -1 think the articles by Brethren Nichols
and McLemore will have far-reaching results.’
Bre. $mith demolished Bro. Reece’s sophistry.
You will find 21 subs. enclosed Pray for us.”
. —Ervin Waters, California.
“Find money enclosed for my renewal to the
OPA. Don’t ever let my sub. expire. I love you
much and think of you often.”
~—Chas. D. Palmer, Alabama.
“IFind money enclosed for a sub. to the OPA.
We certam]J enjoy the paper.”
—Mrs. L. T. Cryer, Texas.
“Here is a sub. The OPA is a fine paper, and
we enjoy reading it very much.”
—Alfred Walker (colored), Mississippi.
“I am sending our renewal to the OPA, for we
do not want to be without it.”
—Stella- Barnes, Arkansas.

“Send the OPA to us here. Iknow quite a num-
ber of the members of the Church of Christ, who'
take the OPA. and they like it. We have met
with a nimber of congregations in Texas and -
Calif.”—Murs. Mae Sammons, Washington.

“We are sending 12 subs. to the OPA. We
have not forgotten you, Bro. King, and we hope
you and family are enjoying health.”

—B. F. Leonard, W. Va.

“Here is our renewal to the OPA, and I wish I could send
more. I hope you can be with us again in a meeting.”

—W. E. Stroud, Oklahoma.

YHewn are twro svhs. for the OPA. We still enjoy it very
much.” —Ira Baker, Texas.

“¥ received mv paper today, and I enjoyed reading it very
much. I was sorry to learn that you ran short of papers
this time.”—Carlos Smith, Mississippi.

“T want to tell 211 the OPA readers that T enjoy reading.
this paper, because it contains so many good articles and re-'
ports, written by the faithful in Christ, and I belicve its
teaching is in harmony with the truth.”

—F. K. Reeves, Louisiana.

“Here is our renewal, for we don’t want to miss an issue
~f the OPA. We hope this finds you and family well, and
we are wishing you a long, happv, and useful life in the
services of the Lord. Pray for us.” —W. E. Murry. Calif.

“I send my renewal to the paper. I think the OPA is a good
little paper, and we are always anxious to sce it come each
month.” —Leslie Cato, Georgia.

“Pleace, change our address, for we arc always so anxious

“to receive our paper and look forward to it each month.”

—Daniel Moore, Alabama.

“Here is my renewal to-the OPA, which I have neglected. |
We have been waiting to hear if you could come for our
meeting.” —Pauline Rowlett, Oklahoma.

“I received the OPA today and was very glad to see an-
other copy of it. Here is wy renewal. May God bless you
in yonr work.,” —Geo. W. MeCain, Calif.

“T am :endmx: our renewal. 1 enjoy every issue.”

—Mrs. H. G. Reynolds, Texas.

“Here are two renewals to the OPA. May God bless you in
your work in these trymg times, is my prayer. Pray for us.”

—Mrs. Louie' J. Early, Alubama.

“Renew our sub. to the OPA., We certainly don’t want to:
miss a single issue of it. It seems that the November issue
was the.best yet. We hope you and family are getting along:
fine.” —Mrs. Clyde Middick, Oklahoma.

“I am enclosing two subs. to the OPA, and T would like to-
receive the November issue if possible.”

—Vera Elmme, Oklahoma.

The ability to say words is in no sense a measure of a.
man’s religion. Talk is cheap. It is ~easy to talk when we;
have nothing to say. .. R R
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