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The Case for “Sola Scriptura” 
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Old Testament 

• “The Law of Moses” (Josh 8:32) 
 

• It was given only to Israel (Dt 5:2-3). 
 

• It was not given to Gentiles (Rom 2:14-15). 



Old Testament 

Deuteronomy 18:18-19 

18  I will raise up for them a Prophet like you 
from among their brethren, and will put My 
words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them 
all that I command Him.  

19  And it shall be that whoever will not hear 
My words, which He speaks in My name, I will 
require it of him.  



Old Testament 

Deuteronomy 18:18-19 

18  I will raise up for them a Prophet like you 
from among their brethren, and will put My 
words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them 
all that I command Him.  

19  And it shall be that whoever will not hear 
My words, which He speaks in My name, I will 
require it of him.  

• This Prophet is Jesus (Acts 3:22-23). 
 

• Dt 18  when Jesus comes, men must do 
what He says. 
 

• The commandments of Jesus would 
replace the commandments of Moses. 



A New Testament 

Jeremiah 31 

31  "Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when 
I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah —   

32  not according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to 
lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which 
they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the 
LORD.  



A New Testament 

Jeremiah 31 

33  But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 
put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  

34  No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and 
every man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for 
they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the 
greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will forgive their 
iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."  



A New Testament 

This explains why we should not have: 

 

• Animal sacrifices 

• Circumcision 

• Execute offenders by stoning 

• 7th day Sabbath 

• Forbidding pork 

• Instrumental music 



Old Testament  ENDED 

Galatians 3:24-25 

24  Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to 
Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  

25  But after faith has come, we are no longer under a 
tutor.  

 



Old Testament  ENDED 

Colossians 2:14 

14  having wiped out the handwriting of requirements 
that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He 
has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the 
cross.  



What makes murder wrong? 
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What makes murder wrong? 

Old Testament 

“Thou shalt not murder” 
(Ex 20:13)??? 

New Testament 

“Whoever is even angry with 
his brother without a cause 
shall be in danger of the 
judgment"  
(Mt 5:21-22) 
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What makes adultery wrong? 

Old Testament 

“Thou shalt not commit 
adultery” 
(Ex 20:14)??? 

New Testament 

“Whoever looks at a woman to 
lust for her has already 
committed adultery with her in 
his heart"  
(Mt 5:28) 



New Testament 

Colossians 3:17 

17  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him.  
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New Testament 

Colossians 3:17 

17  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him.  

 

• Jesus Himself 
 

• Some official representative 

 



“Ambassadors” 

2 Corinthians 5:20 

20  Now then, we [apostles] are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we 
implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.  
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New Testament 

Colossians 3:17 

17  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him.  

 

• Jesus Himself 
 

• Apostles (ambassadors – official representatives) 

 



“All Truth” 

John 16:12-13 

12  "I still have many things to say to you, but you 
cannot bear them now.  

13  However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He 
will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His 
own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; 
and He will tell you things to come.  



7 Passages 

• The writings of the apostles and NT prophets 
are complete. 
 

• These writings contain all the truths which the 
Spirit revealed to them. 
 

• These writings are understandable. 



Passage #1 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

15  and that from childhood you have known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

16  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness,  

17  that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.  
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Passage #1 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

16  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness,  

17  that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.  

• Every doctrine a Christian needs to know  … 
 

• Every good work … 



Passage #1 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

• “All scripture”  includes NT scriptures 
 

• “Complete”  
 

• “Thoroughly equipped” 
 

• “Every good work” 
 

• Written scriptures  all-sufficient 



Passage #2 

James 1:25 

25  But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and 
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer 
of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.  
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25  But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and 
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer 
of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.  

   
parakuvptw – "to look carefully into, 
inspect curiously" (Thayer); "bend over and 
look" (Gingrich) 



Passage #2 

James 1:25 

25  But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and 
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer 
of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.  

   
a)  This law gives liberty. 
b)  Can be seen (looked at). 
c)  Accessible to all Christians. 



Passage #2 

James 1:25 

25  But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and 
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer 
of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.  

     
tevleio$ – "brought to its end, finished; 
wanting nothing necessary to 
completeness; perfect" (Thayer) 



Objection (?) 

James 1:25 

25  But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and 
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer 
of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.              

Revelation 2 
1  "To the angel of the church of Ephesus 
write, … 
 
7  "He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. …   



Passage #2 

James 1:25 

 

• “Look into”  NT scriptures in written form 
 

• “Perfect law of liberty”  complete, all-sufficient 
 

• Everything needed  supplied by the written scriptures 



Passage #3 

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 

8  Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, 
they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will 
cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.  

9  For we know in part and we prophesy in part.  

10  But when that which is perfect has come, then that 
which is in part will be done away.  

11  When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood 
as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a 
man, I put away childish things.  
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tevleio$ – "brought to its end, finished; 
wanting nothing necessary to 
completeness; perfect" (Thayer) 

   



Passage #3 

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 

8  Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, 
they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will 
cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.  

9  For we know in part and we prophesy in part.  

10  But when that which is perfect has come, then that 
which is in part will be done away.  

11  When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood 
as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a 
man, I put away childish things.  

“perfect law of liberty” (Ja 1:25) 
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8  Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, 
they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will 
cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.  

9  For we know in part and we prophesy in part.  

10  But when that which is perfect has come, then that 
which is in part will be done away.  
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Passage #3 

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 

12  For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to 
face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I 
also am known.  

13  And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but 
the greatest of these is love.  



God’s word  “Mirror” 

James 1:23 

23  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, 
he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;  



Passage #3 

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 

 

• NT scriptures  being written 
 

• Once completed  miracles end 
 

• Everything needed  supplied by the written scriptures 



Passage #4 

2 Peter 1:12-15 

12  For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you 
always of these things, though you know and are 
established in the present truth.  

13  Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to 
stir you up by reminding you,  

14  knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as 
our Lord Jesus Christ showed me.  

15  Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always 
have a reminder of these things after my decease.  



Passage #4 

2 Peter 1:12-15 

12  For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you 
always of these things, though you know and are 
established in the present truth.  

13  Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to 
stir you up by reminding you,  

14  knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as 
our Lord Jesus Christ showed me.  

15  Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always 
have a reminder of these things after my decease.  

 
1 Timothy 3:14-15 
14  These things I write to you, though I 
hope to come to you shortly;  
15  but if I am delayed, I write so that you 
may know how you ought to conduct 
yourself in the house of God, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth.  



Are the scriptures sufficient? 

Isaiah 55:11 

11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; 

It shall not return to Me void, 

But it shall accomplish what I please, 

And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.  

 



Passage #4 

2 Peter 1:12-15 

 

• NT scriptures remind us  apostles’ teachings 
 

• NT scriptures  to guide in absence of apostles 
 

• Everything needed  supplied by the written scriptures 



Passage #5 

2 Peter 1:19-21 (NIV) 

19  And we have the word of the prophets made more 
certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a 
light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts. 

20  Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of 
Scripture came about by the prophet's own 
interpretation. 

21  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, 
but men spoke from God as they were carried along by 
the Holy Spirit. 
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Passage #5 

2 Peter 1:19-21 (NIV) 

19  And we have the word of the prophets made more 
certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a 
light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts. 

20  Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of 
Scripture came about by the prophet's own 
interpretation. 

21  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, 
but men spoke from God as they were carried along by 
the Holy Spirit. 

   
John 12:28-29 
28  [Jesus said] Father, glorify Your name." 
Then a voice came from heaven, saying, "I have 
both glorified it and will glorify it again."  
29 Therefore the people who stood by and 
heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, 
"An angel has spoken to Him."  



Passage #5 

2 Peter 1:19-21 

 

• NT scriptures  “more certain” than oral instruction 
 

• Everything needed  supplied by the written scriptures 



Passage #6 

1 John 2:27 

27  But the anointing which you have received from 
Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone 
teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you 
concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and 
just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.  
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Passage #6 

1 John 2:27 

27  But the anointing which you have received from 
Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone 
teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you 
concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and 
just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.  

  
Verse 24 
24  Therefore let that abide in you which you 
heard from the beginning. If what you heard 
from the beginning abides in you, you also will 
abide in the Son and in the Father.  
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27  But the anointing which you have received from 
Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone 
teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you 
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just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.  

  
Verse 26 
26  These things I have written to you 
concerning those who try to deceive you.  
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Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone 
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Passage #6 

1 John 2:27 

 

• NT scriptures  we learn the apostles’ teachings 
 

• “No need that anyone teach us”  “all things” revealed 
 

• “No need that anyone teach us”  understandable 
 

• Everything needed  supplied by the written scriptures 



Passage #7 

Jude 3 

3  Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you 
concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary 
to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for 
the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.  
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Passage #7 

Jude 3 

3  Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you 
concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary 
to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for 
the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.  



Passage #7 

Jude 3 

 

• NT scriptures  constitute “the faith” 
 

• “The faith”  “delivered once for all time” 
 

• Everything needed  supplied by the written scriptures 



Conclusion 

1) 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

2) James 1:25 

3) 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 

4) 2 Peter 1:12-15 

5) 2 Peter 1:19-21 

6) 1 John 2:27 

7) Jude 3 



Oral teachings = Written scripture 

2 Corinthians 10:10-11 

10  "For his letters," they say, "are weighty and 
powerful, but his bodily presence is weak, and his 
speech contemptible."  

11  Let such a person consider this, that what we are in 
word by letters when we are absent, such we will also 
be in deed when we are present.  


