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Our Position—Number 2

nmy last article, I said: “Our. first -
position is that men may be just such

ohristians as there were in the time of
the Apostles in all essential respects.” All
Such ‘people either then or now are chil-
dren of God, brethren in Christ. They may
a(iffer in their interpretation of some. of
h‘eiL‘ord’s sayings, whether these -apply
to ‘the past, present, or future. No two
brothers in the flesh, unless very weak
mentally, can be found to understand or
believe everything alike after they pass
carly childhood. This is too self-evident
~to need comment, yet we meet men who
-say that Christians must agree on every
detail of church work and see everything
~the Lord said in exactly the same. light.
- Such conclusions come from strained in-
_terpretations of passages that emphasize

uqity..,i Of: course, perfect unity on. every.
~question would be an ideal state if that

unity were based upon the Lord’s truth.
- But this condition among the believers
presupposes perfection in knowledge—a
state’ we. shall never reach in this life,
Wrobably not even in the life to come.
- From these observations, we conclude
- that differences of opinions are surer to
“--obtain among the Lord’s people. I am in-
clined to believe, however, that patient,
~prayerful, and persistent study of all the
" Lord said on a subject, in the light of other
subjects and the laws of reason, will tend
to bring contending parties closer togeth-
. -er, T a=1 sure that a disposition to cling to
- one’s own view while refusing to hear the
*“ other side of a question in dispute tends
to drive men further apart. But that in-
telligent men can ever agree perfectly on
every question that may be raised over
religion is a presumption that is not sup-
-ported by either human nature, human ex-
‘perience, on the limitations of divine reve-
‘lation., Not a single case is found in Holy
Writ where even inspired men were
brought together long that they did not

differ over something. Note for example’

.«the case of Peter and Paul or of Paul and
Barnabas. .
.~ From what I have said, it is clear that
fellowship, . brotherhood, in the Lord’s
work must be based upon a few funda-
mental things. These things make us
babes in Christ and leave us to grow to
manhood by feeding upon the Lord’s pro-
isions to that end. In this period of
wthy, the Lord does not feed all by ex-

- Dallas, Texas, January, 1933 .
who also .4d'i'ffyer in their attitude toward
many questions. . : o
- “But,” says one, “‘men must agree if

. they work together. If they differ, they

will be divided in sentiment if not openly.”

ctly the same menu every day. He leaves

ach:the selection: and use of that por-.

£l e‘jI@}*d’s.dbogntyg that “suits
e N .

This is exactly where faith, love, and
knowledge are involved. Faith ‘ unites

where all believe the same. Love compro- -

mises- where doubt beclouds the way.
Knowledge acquired by patient and pray-
erful study dispels the darkness and
makes 1ts possessors stronger in the Lord,

-Since it is evident that Christians may
differ and yet be brethren, may we expect
to find congregations of Christians all ex-
actly alike? 1 answer, No. The pictures
drawn in, New Testament writings of the
churches therein mentioned indicate that
cach had its peculiarities. These were due
to various things, such as location, char-
acter of membership, social customers, ete.

Kach had its problems and, no doubt, each -
~had some- peculiarities in itd"work that are”

not mentioned. Those things peculiar to
the church in Corinth or-in other places
that Paul discusses were the things he
considered important. ‘ : ‘
The idea that brethren should separate
because they disagree has been the pro-
lific source of all the divisions that have
cursed the church. Heresy, as men have
defined it, has driven. many thousands
away from the fellowship of their breth-
ren, to be followed in many instances by
persecution in its most cruel forms. Such
a course causes hatred and division where
love and union once prevailed. It is easy
to see that brethren who do not agree
often treat each other worse than they
would members of the denominations. This
shows a lack of that kind of brotherly
love that belongs to all true Christians.
New Testament Christians were disci-
ples, that is pupils, or- learners of Christ.
They were not supposed, even under in-
spiration, to know all things. Paul spoke
of some who knew things freely given to

“them of God (1 Cor. 2:12). Again, he men- -

tions knowledge as one of the, gifts of the
Spirit (1 Cor. 12:8). Nevertheless, he ad-
monishes Timothy to study, and Peter ex-
‘horts brethren to desire the sincere milk
of the word that they might grow thereby
(1 Peter 2:2). With such instruction be-
fore us, it seems strange that so many
men would insist upon making their ideas
of doubtful questions tests of fellowship
with others. This, however, is but a mani:
festation of human weakness. The child
thinks it knows better than its parents

“-what it' should do. The Freshman in col- :

ful and valuable of the Christiar
but it can never dwell in the sam
with conceit. ;

‘The point'I am trying to make is.t
Christians are all characters ‘who. havi
been molded after the same fashion:in
a likeness of subsequent growth, ‘they
differ on many religious questions:
yet brethren in the Lord. We do'no
Tieve that-such differences justify: ope
division and the foundation of sects. Ev.
line of reason in the premises opposes sec
tarianism, while both Scripture and: hu.
man experience teach that prayerful study
and self-denial tend to remove differences
Had childlike faith and true brotherly-
love tempered with reason and ‘moder:
tion, guided professed followers of - Chris
in past centuries, we should never hav
had either our denominational  bodies:or

~the existing  divisions ‘among: tho

call.themselves simply: disciples of Christ!
The extent. to which human opinion
drives zealous religionists is exemplified
by a doctrine I have recently heard go (
men advocate. It is that no man is Serij
turally baptized unless he believes certain
special things about the Sunday - school;
the cup question, etc. In other words
man’s views .on all manner: of questions
that pertain to the Lord’s work must-be
thoroughly settled. and correct before h
can obey the Lord in baptism. If this
true, we should lengthen the Confession
into something like the Methodist cat
chism and ask the candidate to confes
his acceptance of a creed absolutely ‘un
known to the New Testament.

In some parts of the country, able me
among us are making one's views on th
Second Coming of Christ a test of fellow
ship. A good old brother once warned
church against calling me for a meeting o
the ground that I was not sound on:th
Millennium. I have read several works o
these and allied” subjects. I have foun
that there is room for doubt on any posi
tion one may take on such subjects. I hay
my view of the whole matter. Of course
I believe that I am right; but I trust-tha
I shall never become so dogmatic as to. de=
clare disfellowship with a “brother ove
such questions. TR B e

I meet brethren who preach agains
what they call- “Sectarianism”

~their power yet they set-up certain thing:

as tests of fellowship with others:
inprinciple identical with those that
.others to found the bo

Such:-men' ha

of today
“anothe
ect ‘




.clusions, often from very uncertain prem-
-ises, has flooded the world in every age
~with false and ruinous - theories in every
.department of human study. - : .

S ... ~’U  N.L.CLARK.
-~~~ (To Be Continued)

- Send me one or more subs at once.

e ~ According to Ability

T oo In-delivering the one, two, and five tal-
7.7 ents unto His servants, Christ gave “to
~.-every man according to his several ability”
~ (Matt. 25:15). Since.a person who has no
“ability is irresponsible and cannot get into
‘the Church of Christ, everyone in the
‘church has some ability and therefore some
- goods, which he is expected to increase. A
- :-teacher (and we are still interested in ade-

" ‘makes the proper effort will increase his
.. -ability and the amount of goods entrusted
- to -him. The parable shows, furthermore,
oo - ~that one teacher cannot hire another to

~<.." 'do his teaching for him; for since a hired

' 'man cannot teach beyond his ability, he.

- .can do no more than use his own goods,
and must, therefore, leave the goods of his
employers unused and unincreased. We all

 know  what beeame of the man whose
oods were not increased. See Matt. 25:30.

When the whole church is come together,

and one may be employed to do the con-
gregation’s singing, to do their praying,

-and to do their eating of the Lord’s Sup-

< per, then one may also be employed to do
- .the - congregation’s teaching while the

. members listen, or sleep. No, each one

- ..must do his own singing, contributing, and

- teaching according to his ability, else his

.. goods will be unused and he will be lost.

It has been shown that every teacher
is expected to teach according to his abil-
ity but some may have overlooked the fact

~ that ome who tries to overdo his ability

i as a public teacher may get as far from
~". . his real ability, and, therefore, from the

. Lord’s will, as one who stops short of his

: . ability. A point three feet above a plane
¢y 18 just as far from the plane as is a point
“.- . .three feet below. It seems also that a

- .variation from the Lord’s will in one di-

.. rection is probably as hurtful as a varia-

' tion in another direction. One who stops

.~ far short of his ability ruins himself and

" injures the congregation; one who en-

.~ -deavors to go far beyond his ability some-

.. times almost ruins hoth himself and the

, ...congregation, One who has five talents

« 2= 0" may use only one, but the person who has
““.. " only one talent cannot use five. Many know
“ .~ how to talk to one who underestimates his

o S

. to say it to the one or two-talent man who
i ‘. -proceeds to act as though he has five tal-
. i ents? One should carefully study himself
. soasnot to place his estimate too high or
~ too low. “If we would judge ourselves, we
should not be judged,” and those who
-+ properly judge themselves may render in-
- valuable service by teaching according to
“their ability. : ' g
- Success in many and probably in all

. the performer’s knowing what he cannot
do as.upon his knowing what he can do.
It-is:said "that ‘Queen- Elizabeth, one of
England’s most noble sovereigns, owed her

t:she_could not d

take the place of What the Lord has said
-or fill in what He left out. Jumping to con--

.- quate teachers for every congregation) who -

ability, but who knows what to say or how-

great undertakings depends as much upon -

~;again,.'an_d“said, unto them, Children, how
hard s

greatness:largely to her ability to Trecog-.
‘nize wh Since she knew *

“that hér;"'strén'gthf »w'zi'sA in d‘ipl,or'na"cy. and

that she was weak in war, it is not sur-
prising that when her noble advisors be-
gan to-talk war, she repeatedly said, “No
war, my lords, no war.” In the church
likewise, much often depends on one’s rec-

ognizing what he cannot do. If a teacher is .

able to edify the church no more than ten
minutes, he should talk ten minutes, but
not forty. The brother who spent ten min-
utes in edifying or building up the church,
and then spent the next twenty minutes
in pulling it down with empty talk, surely
left the church lower than he found. it.
Would that he had talked “according to
ability.” One who has not really studied
his lesson should not think he can edify
the church. One is responsible for all the
goods that he has, but for not more. The
rest is given to others, and should be used
by others.

We do not expect a perfect estimate of
ability, or a perfect adjustment of serv-

“ice to ability. We are gratified, however,

with the realization that it is not the
slight but the marked deviation in either
direction from one’s ability which injures
the individual and handicaps the church.
What the churches need is a sufficient
number of zealous, unselfish teachers who
can and do use reasonabld judgment. The
co-operation of the church may sometimes
greatly assist one in estimating his ability
and in adjusting his service thereto. In
the selection of an elder-it seems that the
congregation should have a part, for some

human judgment is used whether the pros- .

pective elder is appraised by himself or
by the congregation. Since in teaching or
in selecting an elder, the use of only one
man’s judgment, and that regarding hini-
self, is sometimes very unsafe and opens
the way for demagogues, co-operation in
the use of judgment seems wiser. Instead
of a teacher’s being the sole judge, then,
regarding when and how much he should
teach, an elder or some other member
might assist him by inviting certain
teachers to speak at the various meetings.
Regardless of details, it is evident that
the members of a congregation should co-
operate in the endeavor to have each mem-
ber to sing, pray, contribute, help the
needy, or teach, according to the Word of
God and the person’s ability.

Without adequate teachers the work of
a congregation is discouraging, most of
the members remain babes, and friendly
and unfriendly observers from the world
consider the members as ignorant and un-
wworthy of serious notice. To function nrop-
erly or even respectably each church
should have adequate teachers who serve
according to ability.

P. C. KEY.

Why not renew now?

Riches

We all desire the riches of this world,
but all can’t receive them, but we all can
obtain the inheritance that is eternal and
laid up in heaven for us. Sometimes the
riches of this world choke the Word of
God out of our lives and we become un-
fruitful. ' ‘

“And Jesus looked round about, and
said unto his disciples, How hardly shall
they that have riches enter into the king-
dom of God. And the disciples were aston-
ished at his words. But Jesus answored

t-for them that trust in riches

“to enter into'the kingdom of God

10:23-24). The rich- man-in this passag
desired eternal life. He was a ‘good man
‘did not commit adultery, did not-kill,"did"
not steal, did-not bear false witness, did-:
not defraud, he honored his father:a d:
mother. Jesus loved this man, but when.
He told him to sell all he had, the man:
went away grieved, b
“Go ye now, ye rich men, weep and’
howl for your miseries that shall come;
upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and
your garments moth-eaten. Your gold and .
silver is cankered; and the rust of them
shall be a witness against you, and shall®
eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have.
heaped treasure together for the last
days” (James 5:1-3). PR
I am afraid we are more like this type.
of character than we should be. Jesus said,
“What shall it profit 2 man if he should"
gain the whole world and lose his soul”
(Matt. 16:26).
Jesus.did not say that riches would cor-«
rupt our souls, but trusting in riches, let-.
ting them rust, and letting them lay .up.
for the last days would corrupt our souls.:
Jesus watched how they cast money into
the treasury and those who were rich cast”
in much, and then came a cetain poo®
widow who threw in two mites (a very %
small amount of money). Jesus said, “She -
cast in more than they all, even her liv-
ing.” The widow did not lay it up for-the = :
last days, nor trust in uncertain riches, or E
let it rust in her hands. SR |
“For ye know the grace of our Lord -
Jesus Chyist, that, though he was rich, yet - {
for our sakes he became poor, that ye ;
|
i

through his poverty might be rich” (2.Cor. -

8:9). “For if there first be a willing mind, ¢

it is accepted according to that a man B |

hath, and not according to that he hath = § s

not™ (2 Cor. 8:12). C f
Jesus said where your heart is there f

where your treasures are, then let us lay

up our treasures in heaven where thieves . .

do not break through and steal and moth

does not corrupt. The Philippians helpcu" :

the Apostle Paul preach the gospel in [

Thessalonica. Paul was anxious that the

gospel be spread, also that the fruits of

their helping him might abound to their

account.

j
i
“I have shewed you all things, how that . i
so laboring ye ought to support the weak, ‘

)

and to remember the words of the Lord
Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to -
give than to receive” (Act 20:35). '
The Lord has not told us to give all we
have to the poor, nor give all our living,
nor to possess anything of this world’s
goods. He has “Charged them that are
rich in this world, that they be not high-
minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but ey
in the living God, who giveth us richly all .~ §%.
things to enjoy; That they do good; that
they be rich in good works, ready to dis-
tribute, willing to communicate; Laying =
up in store for themselves a good founda-- -
tion against the time to come, that they ;
may lay hold on eternal life” (1 Timothy .
6:17-19). B
Then let us all be about our Father’s -
business in as much as we know that our:
labor is not in vain in the Lord. That we
may lay up treasures in Heaven where we .
will never grow old, and we will possess’
all things through our blessed Lord whe
wé shall be with Him who loved us £
ever and ever, B S
‘ 0. .C. RIBBLE.

oy

. Don't wait; renew. toda

The past season’s work has been very
-interesting. It did not yield as many con-
"verts as 1931 did; but I enjoy the bitter
-years a swell as the sweet ones. I rarely
do ‘anything worthy of reporting. How-
ever, reports often strengthen the breth-
_ren. For this reason I submit this one.
©.I opened in April at Estelline, Texas.
The church there is having a hard fight
over innovations, We secured the theatre
_building, and labored for two Sundays.
One fine man was restored to fellowship
~which paid well for the efforts expended.
The latter half of April was devoted to a
meeting at Chillicothe, Texas. We have
some fine brethren there. Interest and
‘erowds were fine; and we were at the point
of ‘securing some converts when I took
“flu” and had to return home.

I went next to Enid, Oklahoma. The
church there has a hard fight with a city
of people that are not interested. Brother
L G. Lindell is their main leader, and he
is a real Christian. Following this I con-
ducted a mission meeting at King High
School near Chillicothe, Texas, which
slosed: without visible results,

. Hastings, Oklahoma, was next. In spite

.of the busy time there in late June, we
gathered a great harvest. Fine crowds and

- interest prevailed throughout: and we

- closed at the water’s-edge. Nineteen were

baptized and one restored.
From Hastings I went to South Burns,

“ near Dill, Oklahoma. This is where Brother

“J. J. Savage lives and is one of the finest

" - and most charitable congregations of its

size in the brotherhood. While there con-
ditions arose which called for my debate
“with C. A, Smith (Missionary Baptist) in
-"Cordell November 20, -
Late July was given to a meeting at
Pasche, Texas, which resulted in two
baptisms.

R August 6 to 21, inclusive, was devoted

In -serving the church at Ralls, Texas.
Some fine brethren live there; and our
meeting was a great success. There were
thirteen baptisms and ten confessions of
faults, The last day there we had a great
gathering of old Gunter friends. People
. were present from Lockney, Lubbock,

. TFloydada, Petersburg, Littlefield, Wood-

son and Rosston, Oklahoma. They all
seemed immensely happy.
. My next meeting was at Friona, Texas.
I always enjoy my work there, and espe-
cially my visits in Brother R. L. Chiles’
home, We baptized four of the finest young
men in that community and had one con-
fession of faults.
Roswell, New Mexico, was next on
‘schedule. One of the most beautiful spots
to be found. Although New Mexico is

.

 called the Sunshine State, it almost rained
- our Roswell meeting out. Only one bap-
. tism there. But the joy of spending two

weeks with Brother McGuffin and others
was great,

. Hagerman, New Mexico is twenty-five

"miles south of Roswell. I spent October 8
. 10 28, inclusive, there. A grand little con-

. gregation meets there. Some members are
*_strong, others weak. But all seem to have
-+ honest hearts. Many obstacles have con-
" “fronted Hagerman, but the church there
187 gradually overcoming them. We bap-

“tized “six- of the finest young men and
women to be found there. We are expect-

os from them, = .. o
Rosedale, near Manches-
just one: mile south’of the

ing great thin

~ (1 Timothy-1:16).

* Kansas line, A fine band of brethren meét,
‘there.-This church expects its male mem- -

bers to take an active part in the public

teaching, And they do. I have baptized

young men there during the week and the
next Lord’s day they read the Scriptures
and took part in the teaching. I have lost
the names of those baptized at Rosedale,
but I think there were six or seven.

I closed my year’s work with a debate
at Cordell, Oklahoma, November 20 to 23.
C. A. Smith (Missionary Baptist) was my
opponent. The Baptist regard him as one
of their ablest debaters. The discussion
was conducted in the city hall, and we had
fine crowds. Brethren regarded it as a
great victory for the truth. The day after
the debate, I baptized three into Christ.
One had been a Baptist, but influences
other than the debate hrought about her
~conversion.

After returning home from the debate,
I had my tonsils removed. I am recovering
rapidly, for which I thank God and take
courage.
(My article for December.)
VAN BONNEAU:

Bonneau-Smith Debate

This debate was held at Cordell, Okla-
homa, November 20 to 23, inclusive. Mr.
Smith is one of the ablest men the Bap-
tists can produce. Many consider him
cqual to Ben M. Bogard, Four propositions
were discussed; two on the establishment
of the Church of Christ and the Baptist
Church; one on the design of baptism, and
one on apostacy. Rest assured that the
truth triumphed gloriously. Brother Bon-
neau completely routed him on the Scrip-
tures, and Smith sought refuge in history.
Then Van replied by piling up about fif-
teen credible church historians on him;
and he beat a hasty retreat from history.
Greek was his next refuge, and Brother
Van was ready for him there. It was re-
garded as one of the most complete vie-
tories ever conducted in that section of
the country.

We shall mention only two or three ar-
guments under each proposition as space
forbids mentioning more. Smith quoted
Mark 4:28 and insisted that the Kingdom
had three stages of existence; namely,
the blade, corn, and full corn in the ear
stages. He also quoted Acts 1:21-26 as
proof that Judas was in the blade stage.
Brother Bonneau then submitted this
question: “Can one who has never been a
child of God be regarded by the Lord as a
bishop in the Baptist Church?’ Well,
Smith knew if he answered “No” that Van
would get him on Judas on the proposi-
tion of apostacy. So Smith answered
“Yes.” . Then Van showed that if one child
of Satan could govern the Baptist Church
by divine approval that the whole Baptist
Church could be demons, governed by
Beezlebub, and that all with God's ap-
proval. And Smith never did extricate
himself from this difficulty .

On baptism Smith tried to show that
the Greek preposition “eis” translated for
in Acts 2:38 means “because of.” Brother
Van then smothered him with the follow-
ing arguments: '

1. Repentance eis life (Acts 11:18).

2. Repentance eis remission of sins
(Luke 24:47). ‘ R ’

-+ 3.~ Believe on him

eis ‘life everlasting

* - 4. Believeth eis righteousness (Roman
10:10). e
~ 5. Shed eis remission of sins.
- 26:28).: S T
In each of the foregoing the same Gres:
preposition  is employed that is used in
Acts 2:38 and .verb repent in Acts 2:38°
would also be because of remission of sing
per Baptist arguments. Needless to say:.
that Smith collapsed” before these argu-
ments—as if a ton of brick had fallen on
him; and he made little effort to crawl out.
With respect to Apostacy Baptists teach
that the spirit of man cannot sin after
regeneration. Knowing this Brother Bon-
neau submitted this question: “Does God . -
chastise an innocent spirit that cannot
possibly sin?” Smith answered, “No. He :
sufters in the flesh for sins in the flesh.””
Then Van read Hebrews 12:8, “But if ye -
be without chastisement, whereof all are-
partakers, then are ye bastards and not -
sons,” and proved according to Smith that
the souls of Baptists are bastards and not -
sons.

Smith argued from John 10:5 and 27
that a regenerated person couldn’t follow
anyone but Christ: Later he stated that
a child of God could lie, steal, and commit
fornication; but that God would have .
mercy on his unrighteousness. Brother - -
Bonneau showed that it is the child of God -
that hears Christ daily that doesn’t fol- °
low a stranger. He then showed that ac-
cording to Smith that a Child of God is
following Christ when he lies and com- -
mits fornication; because Smith said the
regenerated child could not follow a
stranger. .
The writer moderated for Brother Van.
Everything went off fine. I consider it a*
grand -victory for the truth. Brother Van
baptized four next morning after the de- ,
bate closed. One of them was a Baptist. - ' .
Brethren, if you want the truth defended- . ° 5
just call on Brother Van; he is able to do
it in a nice Christian spirit. L
~ J. C. OSTERLOH. =

e~

When you receive notice that your sub
has expired, renew at once, please.

Quench Not the Spirit

This passage of Holy Writ is usually
misunderstood and therefore misapplied
by the religious world. People who rely
almost entirely on outward demonstra- -
tions and physical contortions as proof of
their salvation quote this passage to jus-.
tify their actions. They claim their: spirits
are so full of God’s power and presence
that they cannot restrain their feelings -
from these outbreaks of what they are °
pleased to call happiness and with them -
even any attempt to do so would be
quenching the Spirit. ; o

-To my way of thinking nothing could
be further from the minds of the Apostle -
as expressed in this passage of Scripture, -

Paul here has no reference to our own-
spirit. This is proven by the fact .that the.
word Spirit begins. with a capital letter. .
Without any doubt the reference is to..
the Holy Spirit of God, and not to ou
spirits. : o

The word quench means to extinguish-
or put out, as to quench—put out, a fire; .
ete. o T L

This passage is a.parallel to Acts T:b:
where Stephen says, “Ye stiff necked‘an

- "2~ (Continued on Page 8)
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- Things in Brief

~Each congregation will do well to have
‘a'few nights preaching during the next
“few weeks, .
*--The preacher cannot expect a full com-
_pensation in money. Pay his expenses and
“a little to pay on rents and utilities and
give the balance in eats. I know I had
rather preach somewhere every week.
‘Good will be accomplished if churches will
help keep the preachers busy. Three nights
-at a place, two places each week. will help
- the preacher and help the place visited.
.- Write the preacher and ask him to come
to your place on some preaching trip. He

““‘can save expenses, by arranging his own

" dates, and save driving.

. We have kept busy all fall visiting dif-
- ferent places in an effort to encourage
~-the faithful. On some of these trips we
‘failed to receive enough cash to pay our
-actual expenses, but being urged we
‘agreed to return. Some of the places we
:visited sent the family something to eat.
In most places the scarcest things seemed
‘to be money and meat.

_.-December 9, we left for Chillicothe. Be-
fore we were out of Dallas the rain was
freezing on the windshield. Feeling we
" could accomplish but little in such cold,
- sleety weather, we begged off from the
- "work we had promised at Chillicothe, Med-
.icine Mound, and Crowell, deciding to go
“South.’ Talked at Chillicothe Saturday
“night and Sunday morning, Crowell Sun-

day night and started for Bryan Monday

.to. hear Arceneaux-Johnson Debate. But
- the bad weather so delayed us we only
“heard the last session. The weather was
~.too severe for many to attend, as the
 house was hard to keep properly heated.
‘Brother Arceneaux was suffering with a
- cold in his throat. Brother Johnson had
just come out of six days’ debate, three
sessions a° day. Of course, no one can
measure. a debate by the last session. I
considered Brother Johnson’s rebuttals
‘to Arceneaux’s affirmatives were complete
but Brother Arceneaux didn't seem to try
~'to put out very much. He seemed nervous
-and “irritable. He had quite a bit to say
about Johnson meeting him elsewhere. I
wondered- why he did not put on more
debating then, as he was in the lead.
We .returned to Dallas Monday and
-ove “to Dublin Thursday to encourage
Brother Cowan and his supporters in their
ffort‘at having the gospel preached over
e:radio, which seemed to be a valuable

ostolicy,
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'listenérs“thére should be a meeting held
“and personal work: done.

R.F.D.

Many Thanks

The good letters, donations, and sub-

seriptions received are appreciated. We
fully realize the difficulties our readers are
having to contend with during these hard
times and the family, even the girl 10 and
the boy 7, are advised that we must do
without things we need that we may send
the A. W. on its way to encourage the
faithful, admonish the wavering, and per-
suade the weak. Christians desire to do
their duty at all times. Hence, many of
our readers show by their prompt response
they mean to do right by us. When we ad-
vise them that their subscriptions have
expired it is a source of encouragement
and a great help to the work when they
reply promptly. ‘We appreciate hearing
from all, even those who find it impossible
to renew. Such letters make it easier for
us to spend money for the paper which
belongs to the family and which they need
to supply needed food and scanty cloth-
ing.
We do not desire to send the paper to
any who dod not want it but we shall do
our best to get the paper to every one who
wants it.-

We have over 200 delinquents on our
list now; $1.00 from each of these would
relieve us greatly. In the next three
months we have some 400 more whose
subscriptions expire. With renewals added
to donations and what we receive for our
preaching we can pay past due bills and
get the paper out on time for the next
few months, ' ' _

We ave counting on the faithful to send
their part to help keep the good work

going.
R.F.D.

'Iiving of the Gospel

~“He that preaches the gospel should
live of the gospel.” “The laborer is worthy

of his hire.”

In 1926, on Thanksgiving Day, Brothers
Van Bonneau and Otis Jones hrought us
a truck load of “eats of various kinds.” Of
course we were thankful, but in the act
something higger than the benefit to me
and mine could be scen. Since that time
I have been urging with tongue and pen
that brethren help keep the preacher from
having to depend on cold storage and fac-
tory products with which to feed his
family.

The preacher who grives all his time to
preaching the gospel is dependent for his
support upon brethren who can supply his
needs. If those to whom he preaches ne-
glect him they deny themselves a major
portion of the henefit of such preaching.

I am not talking about the preacher
who is not entitled to support, neither am
I going to handpick the crowd. But T am
talking about and urging the need of con-
gregations and preachers honestly, anx-
iously, and faithfully at work, coming to,
and having, a better understanding of the
support of preaching the gospel.

There is a prejudice among members of
the church about discussing the preachers’

~ financial needs. The preacher feels embar-
- rassed if the subject is mentioned and the
i brethren shudder at the very thought of

- discussing the ,sqt)ject when a. frank talk

the leader h the preache

ing hi sfinancial condition. woul

S
d often e
of value to all concerned. * = "+

The financial side of every activity. re-
quires careful consideration and full co- .

~operation among all parties responsible for

its promotion and it would be no less prof-
itable to the church of Christ if the:
“ghosts,” “bugaboos,” and “silly ‘scare- -
crows” were all thrown aside and let the

brethren talk about the support of the gos- .

pel with the same straight-forward man-

ner that they would deal with the financial o

side of any other matter.

_ The preacher who gives all his time to

preaching the gospel expects the recipients
of his eflorts to sufficiently appreciate,
and compensate him to enable his family -
to live; not as beggars but as other people

who spend their time and ability in othemi-
activities of life. If the preacher preaches - .
without compensation, he and his must -

suffer the consequences. o
"The church wants preaching at hom
and abroad, the preacher wants to preach.

Most congregations could feced a preacher « o
and his family each year, not to preach

for them but in the “regions beyond.” If

cach farmer would put up from twenty- .

five to one hundred cans of fruit and veg-
etables, fatten and cure or can one hof™
half a beef, raise a dozen chickens; each
merchant give of his wares in proportion
as needed;,wage workers give money in
proportion, “each giving of what he has,”
the gospel could be preached to thousands
who are not now hearing it.

We write the foregoing to encourage
the brethren who are already in this line
of effort and to encourage others to em-
bark upon the plan of deciding and mak-

ing arrangements in advance to help have * .

the gospel preached.
: : R.F.D.

We are living in a day of bargains. Peo-
ple make a sacrifice for a bargain in the
material things of life. Then how much
more should we be willing to sacrifice to
secure things of a spiritual nature which
are offered in bargain lots. Many families
in almost every community would gladly
sacrifice to raise $1.00 or more to hedr
twelve sermons by either one of the gospel
preachers whose articles appear in these
columns. Yet some of these very brethren .
have not understood that they may have
more than one hundred sermons from
these regular and oceasional writers, be-
sides reports, announcements, bits of news
of general information and editorial com-
ment in each issue all for only $1 a year,

We are depending upon readers, writers,
preachers and active church workers to
call the attention of the brethren to the
foregoing facts and urge that each family
take the paper. The information and news
of activity is needed in every home. The
more readers the Apostolic Way has. in
any communily means more active work-
crs, greater results by preachers, the spirit .
of greater sacrifice on the part of the
members. '

Thousands of souls are starving for the o

“bread of life.” Pray, brethren, pray;
work and pray, until every family is thor-
oughly aroused to the activity so badly

needed in the furtherance of the gospel. =
- R. F_ ‘D.\L;V )

.I{undreds of men and women in this ' -

city are working almost continuopsly,.

without the hope of material reward in-an;
cffort to feed hungry mouths. Such effort

" are appreciated by all right-thinking peo
-coneern- ( weh ‘

ple. Thousands:of people.are. hungeri

.

the “bread of life,” nay millions, yet the
laborers who can and will work without
material reward are few. :

< It seems altogether proper and prudent,
therefore, that the A. W, use its columns
to-encourage all the unselfish workers and

~urge others to join the ranks of willing,
- sacrificing workers; not for material gain,
~but for the unmeasured satisfaction of
helping to carry the saving truths into

the hearts of men and women that souls

- may be gathered into the family of God.

~Faith has power only when in action;

‘;ho.pe' cannot be felt where there is no
*. faith. Christian influence and power for

‘good can only exist in proportion to the
‘individual’s activity who wears that title.
A faithless prayer is sinful. Faith with-

. out works is dead. Then may God help the
- :readers’of the Apostolic Way to increase
. their faith, to be more instant in prayer,

and work more persistently.
‘ . R.F.D.

Our Writers

. “If we only. understood.” Sometimes we
.Are made to wonder if our readers under-

tand that the regular writers to the
Apostolic Way are writing without com-
pensation or the hope of material gain, A
redlly worthwhile artiele of only a few
hundred words requires hours and hours
of prayerful thought; sometimes our best
writers write and rewrite their articles
several times, often spending hours in re-
search, going through records, manu-
seripts, books and files, encyclopeadias and
various translation of the Scriptures and
then pass on the information they have
gleaned through the A. W. to thousands

~ who do not have access to such records,
"~ books, translations, ete. This is why our

readers are showing so much appreciation
for many of the articles now appearing in
the Apostolic Way.

R.F.D.

I Affirm

I affirm that: Teaching the Word of
God is the basis of all religious training.
The home and the church are the only in-
stitutions ordained by God for religious
training. Whatever teaching we do should
be done as a member of the church or
home. When God established the relation-
ship between man and woman called mar-
ital, that such relationship makes the
birth of natural children legitimate. This
established relationship we call home.
(Some have no higher conception of the
word home than a literal dwelling house).
That when God established the church, his
family, that the birth of spiritual children

“is made legitimate through it. That it is

* as great a wrong to try to produce spir-

itual children through some other organi-

; - .zation- than the chureh, as it would be to

advocate some other institution than the
home for bringing natural children -into

the .world. That the responsibility rests

upon. the parents of training their chil-

~dren morally and spivitually. Then when a
" home functions properly, the children will

be subjects of gospel address by the time
.they .are accountable. That if the home
.does not function properly the correction
-should- be made .in the home and not by

uman. organizations. That the church
ich”-functions properly will ‘take care

vhich ' f S Y \ .
piritualtraining :and’ evangelism

&” Lord...That  if . the
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-

"chureh falls down on the job it should be "

corrected and put back on the job, and
not try to relieve the church of that re-
sponsibility by doing the work through
man-made institutions. The honest and
good heart is the only soil in which the
Word of God will bear fruit, and the par-
ents are the best qualified ones to prepare
such heart. That if they neglect this duty
during the early years of the child’s life,
nothing man can devise can atone for the
mistake.

1 affirm that the truth will win any
honest heart which retains it; and the
home which functions properly is entirely
adequate to prepare such heart. The force
of habit is stronger with a child than the
force of words. You may tell a child the
church is the best institution on earth, but
continually sending it to- Sunday school,
telling it there is nothing much for it at
church, that Sunday School is the place
for it to learn, and keep this up from the
time the child is three or four years of
age until it is fifteen or sixteen, and they
will love the Sunday school better than
the church. You may tell a child the Bible
is the best book in the world, but keep the
children studying the literature, telling
them the Bible is too difficult for them,
and by the time they go to Sunday School
ten years they will love the literature bet-
ter than they do the Bible.

1 affirm that the Bible is perfectly
adaptable to mankind of whatever age or
ability ; that God knew how to fix it, and
man has no authority to meddle with it.
Let the children and the adults ‘have a
copy of the Bible, look into its sacred
pages, get their lessons from it, become
tamiliar with its books, learn to go to it
directly for proof on any subject, and
they will love the Bible best of all books.
Bring your children up to attend the meet-
ings of the church, to respect her wor-
ship, to see her in action, and they will
love it better than any human institution.

Lastly, I affirm that if all the time, en-
ergy and means which are employed in
carrying on church auxiliaries were given
to building up the church, that the church
would be greater numerically, and greater
spiritually, and her influence more keenly
felt by the world, Christ would be honored
and God glorified in the church.

' J. N. COWAN.

1908 Eva St., Austin, Texas.

Dublin Radio Meeting

I began this series of broadeasts Decem-
ber 15, from Station KFPL, Dublin, Texas,
and at this writing T have only two more
days to broadcast. This will make ten ser-
mons of one hour each. The entire hour is
given to teaching. No musical programs,

vnor other entertainments have been given

any time. Many messages have been re-
ceived from every direction which is proof
that the sermons are being heard. These
messages have encouraged the work, and
made me feel that my efforts are getting
results. I have also received quite a few
questions from those who disagree with
me on the subjects presented which I have
answered to the best of my ability.

The reports I have received with the
ones received by the owner of this station

makes me believe much good has been ac-

complished. The subject matter has been
such as was never heard from any radio
broadeasting station. There:is a very fer-

‘tile field within the territory. reached by
this sta‘tipi}“f01ﬁh¢ so,_\v_i‘ng:the“see‘d of_(‘truth»‘;’ e

The position of :the:chireh

reached the ears of many w

would never have known’ what:we

for. Considerable comment about’the:se
mons is heard in the city of Dublin.:Brot
er Clarence Bryant, who is serving ing
capacity of pastor for the. Sunday. School

Church of Christ here, has been hearing

me every day, and he seems to. be.
perturbed over

v the influence . we' hay
wielded, and so, he has decided to follow:
me with a series of broadeasts in” orde
to patch up some of the holes I liave.sho
in his position. I may remark, there is’
loyal congregation within fifteen miles o
Dublin, and very few. within . seventy-fiv
miles. There are about 450,000 people wel
within hearing of this station, and if evel
tenth person heard the sermons we had a
audience of 4,500. I feel confident :th
meeting will start the work of the Lord'i
various parts of this territory. o

The first three sermons were directe
ai. Materialism in all forms. About three’
of the Fundamentalist Baptist predchers
are broadcasting from this station, and
they hold some very materialistic’ ideas
I received several questions from  that
source. . e

The next four discourses dealt with
ternal troubles of the church of Christ. I
think I pretty thoroughly sifted the Sun-
day School question, using the Christian
Church and its position with which to flog
the Sunday~School Church of- Christ. I
showed there was not a consistent reason
for the existence of these Sunday School
congregations, and that the Christian
Church was playing the part of wisdom
in remaining quiet and watching the Sun-
day School brethren come over to them. T
showed the Christian Church had pastors
Missionary societies, Christian Endeavor
societies, Ladies Aid societies and’ instru-
mental music. The Church of Christ (Sun-
day School) has located ministers who do
the same identical work the pastors do.
The Sunday School is a miniature Mis-
sionary society, the young people’s meet.’
ings are an exact parallell with the Chris
tian Eindeavor, ladies’ Bible classes were
a good ditto for the Ladies’ Aid society.
The only point of material difference is’
instrumental music. I argued that the
music may be put in the Sunday School:
as its advocates contend the Sunday Schoo
is no part of the worship, and an instru-
ment in the Sunday School Would not be
in the worship. RO

I am now on a series of three discourses
on the gospel plan of salvation. I had the’
pleasure of having Brother Duckworth-
with me on Friday, December 23, and he
gave us a fine inspirational talk, encour-
aging the work we were doing. I am sure
all who heard him felt like picking: up
courage and working harder for the Mas-
ter. T wish to thank all the brethren who
have made this meeting possible with their
donations. o L

Yours in Christ, e
J: N. COWAN.?

' The Second €Coming of Chrlst

The word second suggests a first, and.
deed, when we talk about the second con
ing of Christ our minds are earried back
to His first advent and to the most sublin
scene that mortal eye ever witnessed wth
ascension of our Master into heaven. (A¢

1) ; also the promise of  His return;

-We appreciate the promise. th

a
}‘Ja‘ck’,‘jnqst‘-‘ as. wé: appreci:
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first” coming.~If  the ‘first advent of our
:Lord-has been ablessing to our souls, the
‘next.one will be also. But if the first has
failed to reach and redeem us, the second
‘will bring condemnation and sadness.. =~
.+ We, therefore, will-study the first com-
:ing of -our Lord, by asking and answering
‘three questions, then the second in like
.manner. . g
1. Where did Christ come from?
2. Why did He come?
++3. Why did He go back?
. -'We note No. 1: Where did Christ come
.. from? We are told by some that Christ
.was_not ‘the Son of God until He was
raised  from the dead. When, then, did
‘God give His Son? (John 3:16).
- He was the Son when baptized (Mat.
_thew. 3:17).
* "He was with the Father before the
~ world was (John 17:5; Gen. 1:26).
. He was sent to this earth by the Fath-
. er, God Himself( John 8:42).
" He came from heaven (Jno 3:13; 6:38).
.. Now No. 2: Why did He come? Just two
- or three Scriptures will answer this: John
©10:10, that we may have life; Matthew
- -9:13, to call sinners to repentance; Luke
. 19:10, to seek and save the lost.
-~ No. 3: Why then did He go back to
heaven? (Acts 1:11). The same mission
‘that brought Him down to earth took Him
back to heaven: Hebrews 2:17, made a
High Priest to reconcile for sins; Hebrews
8:4, could not be a priest on earth; He-
brews 9:24, in heaven before God for us;
“John 14:2, “I go away to prepare a place
“for you.” Thus we can see where our Lord
- came from, why He came, and why He
.~ went back to heaven. Now can we not
+’love and appreciate a Savior like that? If
~ 550 we can look for His return to bring to
~* °. us more joy and gladness. So we ask, how
v . is' He coming? Why is He coming? And,
- when is He coming?

Acts 1:8-12: He is coming in like man-
.7 ner-as He went away; in a cloud. Revela-
.. tioms 1:7, coming with clouds. But what

© " kind of clouds? The kind that bore Him
“-away (Acts 1:8-12). Hebrews 12:1, we
=~ read of a cloud of witnesses. Matthew
c0m-27:52, many bodies of the saints arose.
+~ “But did they go to heaven with Him and
'~ were they the cloud that took Him away?
~Jude 14, He is coming with ten thousand
.- of His saints, but He is coming like He
- left, Matthews 25:31, He is coming with
- His angels. I conclude, therefore, He left
with a cloud-of witnesses, and is coming
o+ ‘back with them. But why is He to come
¢ back? Is it to establish His Kingdom?
.-~ No. he did that nearly two thousand
“years ago. Paul and the Colossian breth-
‘ten were in it (Col. 1:13-14). Daniel
. prophesied 600 yvears B. C., “In the days..

..~ 'of these kings (Romans) that God should

" "set up a kingdom” (Daniel 2:44).

. v~ ' So'in the days of these kings, Jesus
. steps out, saying, “The time is fulfilled,
: i the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark

.- 1:15). But Paul says, about twenty-five

“years later the second coming of Christ
is not at hand (2 Thess. 2:1-2). But the
i " Kingdom. was at hand and the disciples.
" ’were told to eat and drink in it—at the
‘Lord’s table (Luke 22:29-30), and were
to eat and drink until the Lord comes
gain (1'Cor. 11:26). -~ =
“Now.if .the Lord won’t have a kingdom,

T T T ST R PP

to eat it in-His Kingdom as per Luke
22:29-30, S '

" Paul delivered the table and supper of °
the Lord to the church at Corinth. But if
the church is another institution apart
from the Kingdom, why did he put it in
the church, since Christ said it should be
in the Kingdom? See Luke 22:29-30 and
1 Cor. first, tenth and eleventh chapters.

He is coming to judge all (2 Tim. 4:1-2).
He is coming to reward all (Matt. 16:27,
Rev. 22:12). He is coming to take venge-
ance on the disobedient (2 Thess. 1:8-10).
But when? Matthew 24: “Of that day . ..
knoweth no man.” (Acts 3:21: “Heavens
receive him until time of restitution of all
things spoken of by the prophets.” And
surely, brethren, that time is about ful-
filled. Are- we (this world) not due a
change? Less than two thousand years
and the flood came. A Jittle over two
thousand years again Jesus came—and
now it has been longer since the coming
of Christ, than from Adam to the flood.
A great change is sure on us—at hand.
Just what change it is, I won’t say. But
we know there must be a change. The
world has never seen a time just like this
before. I doubt if it can last this way ten
years more, The day of our Lord is surely

.at hand. Let us work while 'tis day, the

night will soon be here,

Dear Sinner, oh flee from your sins, in-
to the arms of Jesus, who is able to save
your poor soul. Let us all work, watch and
pray that we may be ready, when He
comes, to meet our Lord.

‘ ALVA JOHNSON.

Turkey, Texas.

If- you let your sub expire now you will:
miss some of the best reading that has
ever appeared in the columns of the Apos-
tolic Way. o -

Be Slow to Speak

If the above motto was always observed
it would save us, many a time, of being
objects of criticism, that cause us {o think
we should have sympathy instead of criti-
cism. I am made to think on these lines by
what I see of recent developments in so-
cial, political and religious lines. And if
there was ever a time that Christian men
and women should guard themselves
against disrespectful criticism it is now,
when the whole world is being remodeled
and remoulded into different lines. For
this reason it hehooves us as brethren of
the same grand fellowship, to renovate our
hearts and lives and remove therefrom
uncharitable spirits and selfish motives.

1 have recently come into possession of
a copy of two religious journals, that
seem to be entering into the reading fields -
of inquiring humanity, and that. too, as
championing the cause of purer Christian-
ity. To know just what the outcome of the
said journals will be is a thing that it
will take the annals of unwritten history
to tell. As the house must stand upon its
own foundation, so should every religious
endeavor stand upon its own operating
motive, if good it should have the good
will and co-operation of its brotherhood;
but if this be the product of an envious
and uncharitable motive, then it should be
repulsive to every true lover of the chil-
dren of God.. v L

.~ The Apostolic:Way has been for several®
- years published b

y. the brethren of. the
‘ag; 8" medium. through:

hurch of "Christ;

have been associated with it, and never

- God of peace shall be with you " (Phi

‘which fruth has been’ upheld, error-e
posed, and.the enemy successfully met and
victoriously defeated. This paper hasbeen
published at a bleeding sacrifice to all who

at any time resorted to secular adverti
ing to get its support, neither has it ever
at any time been its purpose to engage or
indulge in things that would not contrib-
ute to the edifying of the Body of Christ.

It is {rue both its publishers and those -

who have contributed to its columns, being
mortals, have made some mistakes for
which our human weaknesses are respon-
sible, and our desire for truth and hope in

Christ has caused us to repent of those -
mistakes. But shall we endeavor to pull

down and destroy it because there have

been mistakes made by its publishers and

contributors? It so, then how long “will *
those newer papers exist? For just as soon -
as we find in our own minds, a few mis- -

takes with their management or. contrib--

utors, we should endeavor to crish it out

of existence. . B
I here submit some of the statements
made for these newer journals, either in -
their columns or by their friends, and you

that read them can read and weigh themj’.

for their worth.

“The life of too many papers has de-

pended upon the help to be derived froin
donations, after begging the brethren until
they are disgusted.” And again: “It is not
to be our method to drum the brotherhood
for money, if the subscription can not take
care of the expenses then the paper will be
dropped and your money refunded.” And
another says: “We have a paper that is
paying its way as it goes. We do not have -
to keep up our publisher’s family, nor pay

_a stenographer.” The paper about which -

the last quotation is made contains '_che-.
following call: “Brethren, we are behind

with the printers, so, please don’'t forget B

to work for subs and donations. We do
not. want to miss another issue.”

From this we see that there are more""? 2

expenses to be met than just the .upkeep
of our publisher's family and paying the

stenographer, and it seems that the sub<

scriptions are not paying the printers. So
the alarm is sounded by the “Old Pathes
Advocate.” This editor is doing just what
Brother Duckworth has done, and will
have to do again if he continues to pub-
lish the Daper. Is this the last call that

will have to be made for this Journal or .-

is it not a fuct that these reminders will
be forced into the columns of that good
paper as long as conditions are as they
are? : '
But is it any worse for the life of a
paper, that is devoted to the spreading of
the gospel and the promoting of the cause

of Christ, to depend upon the means and -

money gotten by donations than it is for.
the extent of a man’s preaching the gospel
to depend upon the help from the brethren

by donations and contributions? Did Paul” " - e
deserve being scoffed at by the churches: ... ..
at Corinth and Galatia when he called on. |

them for donations? Did Paul do wrong.

when he robbed one chureh, taking wages

of them to do others service? The: fact
that Paul did those things cannot be de-
nied, neither can it be denied that Paul
tells us to do as he did: “Those; things,
which ye have both learned, and received;
and “heard, ‘and seen in me, do: and the

4:9).
. The

orners -heyond ‘our personal endeavors,
vith-both
re-they not'to be sympathized with rath-
r than criticized ?Should they not have
Jour~hearty co-operation rather than our
.darts? Are we free from that which we
~condemn in others? .

. When you remove from the lives of
Christians, the practice of supporting the

‘advancement of truth, with their contri-
‘butions and donations you take from them

‘publishing it in a paper: See 1 Cor, 9:14.
....Giving to" the cause of Christ.of our
means is as much our duty as Christians
‘as it was the duty of the Corinthians or
-the Galatians and Paul begged and per-
-suaded and even sent brethren to see that
the church was doing what he had asked
:them to do. I ask again, did Paul do wrong
in doing this? Or don't we have as much’
right to beg and persuade brethren to do

‘their duty along this line as along any
“~other-line? Or must we hoist the flag of
~truce to the ungodly and selfish, yes, and
. indolent bretherhood and pat them on
@ their backs and say, “I will spend and be
. spent in preaching.the gospel by word of
- -mouth and by pen and print, but you don't
.- have to help me in this work, and every

man that wants you to co-operate with
. him and help him to print papers, books,
- and tracts to help to educate the reading
. public in the way of truth has gone to the
. ranks of the unscriptural, and is unworthy
- of your support”? “Be ye followers of me,

even as I also am of Christ,” says Paul

(1 Cor. 11:1). ) ‘
.~ Here is another portion of a statement

made by a correspondent of one of those

.periodicals above referred to: “A paper

should be a private (individual) endeavor
¢~ just as much as a farm, a professional bus-
- iness, and should be a success according
: to its merits just the same as these other
! @ enterprises. A farmer has produced what

- others need, a merchant has wares that

- the farmer needs, the doctor has his serv-
ice to sell and all are benefited by the in-
dividual efforts of others.”

I can well agree with this scribe. If a
paper is published for the commercial
value and profit, then the publisher should
look to his own efforts to supply his own
.. individual needs, and his success must be

» measured by his financial gain which must

- depend upon the commercial value of his
product. But what religious paper is he-
ing published for the commercial profit
to be derived therefrom, and at the same
time refuse to accept commercial adver-

 tising? But ean't we see more in the
struggles of the publishers of the Apos-
tolic Way, the Church Messenger, and the

Old Pathes Advocate than a cold commer-

cial interest in humanity ? More love, more

sacrifice, more self-denial for the cause of
" our blessed Master and the salvation of
poor needy mortality, than can be found

. associated with any private agricultural,

“wrocommercial, or professional vocation of
life? Oh, God, may we watch!
If we are going to class the publishing

- of a paper that is entirely devoted to the

.. interests of the cause of Christianity,

. without any intention on the part of the
*publisher to derive any individual or com-
- mercial ‘profit for the support of himself
-and family therefrom; with agricultural.
ommercial “and professional pursuits, all
of which are followed only for their finan--
i Then why not bring do\

‘cinl’- benefits

dpacity” of publishers, ‘reaching far into

our efforts and theirs; I say, -

~what God has ordained they should do. No
difference if it is preaching the gospel or

¢

of the statesman's efforts, which are al-

ways followed for the reward of carnal

- things, and reject every man who is striv-

_ ing to preach the gospel and is unable to

do so at his own expense ? But will not the
farmer say that his farming is not part
~of his church work, and every merchant,
will he not say, “My mercantile business
is not part of my church work,” or will the
doctor say that he is devoting his service
to the salvation of human souls? Breth-
ren, is it not right to compare spiritual
things with spiritual things and not spir-
itual with carnal? o

There is no other body of people known
todaysthat has the right to announce
their-claims, as believing all of the Bible,
as those of the church of Christ. And at
the same time in some rispects, some of
those who claim to be such, have as little
respect for the teaching of the Bible as
any people living today. I am ‘made to be-
lieve that this is on account of becoming,
in some way, blinded to certain phases of
truth by a resentful spirit; which never
leads men into deep reasoning that they
may see the good in others that many
times will outshine their defects. I fear
that in too many cases where the truth
is . rejected, it is where the dollars and
cents are involved, and perhaps this is
more common than at any other place.
Why is this, if it is not on account of
stinginess, or perhaps it might be well to
call it selfishness manifested in the love

of money,
E. J. SMITH.
Crowell, Texas.

Announcements and Reports

W. C. Rice, Mountain Home, Arkansas:
“I'rom most all quarters the cry is heard
from our gospel preachers in many of our
papers, having to work with their own
hands to keep the wolf from the door and
preach as they find time. Well, brother, re-
member that many of the churches of
Christ today are very popular and have
locate dpastors,” orphan homes, and col-
leges to keep up and these are hard times.
Let others do as they may, I shall labor
for the great cause of our Lord, the
church.”

G. A, Bailey, 951 Spring Drive, Colton,
Calif.: *“Dear Brethren, I am anxious to
go out into the field again and preach the
gospel, as T once did. I have been debarred
from this privilege for the past ten years,
as my wife's health would not permit me
to leave her; but, alas, she has passed
away and left me alone, to mourn for my
loved one. I would like to go in Oklahoma
and Arkansas, where I preached the gos-
pel for many vears.”

C. R. Worsham, Nocona, Texas: “I am
preaching all that T have opportunity to. I
only have one appointment away from
home, which is at Ringling, Oklahoma.
Wish T could be busy in the Lord’s work’
all the time. There ave several places I
could visit around here but T am not able
to bear the expenses on such trips. [ am
doing all T can for the paper.”

Homer A. Curby, Graham, Texas: “I re-
ceived my Apostolic Way yesterday. T sure
do enjoy reading about the good work be-
ing done. If we would all sacrifice more -
for the cause of Christ we would be'blessed -

_more. What we need is more_faith; Some- -

the preaching” of the éoéﬁel’towthe Io{v level

o

times- we do too much’ planning for our:
homes on earth and not enough for God’s
~work and our heavenly home. If the breth-
ren would just put forth a small effort:
what great good could be accomplished for-
the cause of Christ. Oh, if we could get
every one to have the love they should
have for.one another, what a great work.
we could do.” ColE

I. A. Mullins, Point, Texas: “I began my"
summer’s meetings at my home congrega-
tion, Horton’s Chapel, six miles southwest
of Point, on July 2 and closed July 10, One -
baptized into Christ and fine interest was
shown. Began at Lunch School; six miles~
southeast of Lone Oak on night of July . -
10,; ten baptized, interest good and church ~:
greatly helped. At Morence, four miles :
northeast of Edgewood, July 22. Four bap-
tized, interest very fine, and church very -
much encouraged. Closed meeting July 31. -
At Cross Roads, four miles northwest of =
Grand Saline, August 6, closed August -
14; one baptized, goo dinterest. Back to"
Horton’s” Chapel August 18 to 25. Seven’ .
baptized, four restored; the very best of -
interest and church well pleased with re--
sults. At East Center, six miles southeast” -
of Grand Saline, August 27 to September - -
4: fine interest, good attention, no addi-
tions, church in fine working order.”

P. A. McCracken, Colony, Oklahoma: “I
received the Way today and was glad to
get it I lost my farm and all I had except * -
a few hogs and my household goods. I am' =
just home from the hospital; was there
two months. I have gastric ulcer in my
stomach ; cannot tell how long before I can -
‘work, but I have been busy teaching the
Word. While I was in the hospital I caused
four men to believe the truth and they '
said they were going to be baptized as soon
as they reached home. One of them wanted
me to hold a meeting at his home. I was -
66 last April, preached my first discourse Tl
in Scptember, 1893.” o

J. A. Hall, Cliffview, Va.: “T will make
a report of my work for the last twelve -
months. My work gave out on nre at Rocky
Mount, Virginia, October 30, 1931, and I
came to Galax, Virginia, and began a
meeting at Mount Pisgah church of Christ"
November 1, 1931, preached two weeks,
and Baptized 18 into the one body. They
were using “the read around” system in
their study. T only had to preach one ser-
mon to gel them straightened out on that
point, T used Col. 3:17 as a text and it did -
the work. I went from there to North Car-
olina near Moxville, preached in South
Rriver church of Christ. A new building
had just been finished. Brother Campbell
held their meeting this year but I'have not.
heard from the meeting. I went' from
South River back to Galax, Virginia, and-
began a meeting at “Disciples’ Church,”.
by the name of River Hill. They were us- . -
ing the organ, Sunday School,  eating:
crackers, drinking grape juice on .the-
Tord’s table and using individual cups.’
When I began to consider the use o fthese . -
things they began to get mad. Sonie of
them did not have Bibles so they bought .
them one and began to read and consider .
my preaching; .those that were” honest
with themselves came with me and when -
T felt there were between 50 and 60 who":
had made up their minds to suffer as a
Christian and not to:be ashamed by glor-
ify God on the behalf. (1 Peter 4:16): They
came out: of: Babylon and be WO

) gan: to: w




- The Ho]y Spult:“says to th
‘Repent and be baptized for the’ Tem
~of sins’ ?“,~'(Acts 2: 38) When -8

vt evSpmt}to ngé to:God’s caus cheer
fully and: ‘according to heir s
are ﬁxlso advised to ‘meet on:the firs

© Felix of old que‘ Spl‘
5 when he asked for a ore', onvenlen
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Our Position—No. 3

In this series of articles I am stating our
“views and responsibility as a religious
“people. T have advanced the doctrine that
*a man may no wbe in every essential re-
- spect just such a Christian as was Paul
~or any other New Testament saint. By the
~ term “essential” I refer to those things in
faith or action that make one in God’s
sight a Christian, Men have added many
"T:things to these simple requirements. In
~some instances, they have changed or

taken away the divine requirement. As a
result, we find several popular notions
among religious people concerning the
way of salvation. The Calvinist teaches
that man can do nothing. All the process
of salvation to him is by direct divine
...agency. The Armenian holds that God’s
Spirit co-operates in’ some way with mian’s
, spirit and that salvation is reached when
«+, the sinner believes on Christ. Other no-
" tions more or less akin to these are found
among the sects of Christendom, When
we raise the question, “How do men get
into the church?” we get a still greater
variety of answers.

Now it is self-evident that the Lord’s

P g plan for saving men and adding them to
;" ¥"the church is a very simple one on the
% human side, for the Lord knew human
Lo weakness. Again, the Lord’s plan, what-
e ever it is, conforms to man’s nature and
environment else God must be unjust.
Furthermore, if the Bible is God’s revela-

. tion it surely contains God's plan of salva-

tion, for this is the most important thing
that God could reveal to our fallen race.
These propositions are so self-evident

' that I have not thought it necessary to
quote Scriptures to prove them, The re-
sult of all man’s efforts for 19 centuries
to patch up God’s plan by injecting his
philosophy, adding his improvements or
otherwise changing God’s arrangement
has been to produce in our time a verita-
ble Babel of religious ideas, practices. and
organizations. To come out of this Baby-
lon into the clear light of New Testament
teaching and be the kind of Christians
. that lived in the days of the apostles is
our mission and aim as a people. Alex-
~ander Campbell and others saw this over
_a century ago and started a movement
that spread with unparalleled rapidity
throughout the country. But the spirit
- that appeared in Apostloic days and
~worked amon gthe churches til] it pro-
~duced the Babel of denominationalism in
~our times also seized some of the leaders
in this ‘more recent effort to purify the
hurch, This spirit among us has brought
Q?‘Q,};Vyi ion '.another, Some of the

oy
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leaders have erred on one extreme others
on the opposite; for some have sought to
remove from religious practice all Scrip-
tural restrictions while others have zeal-
ously sought to fasten upon us as laws of
God their own extreme interpretations of
uncertain passages.

Out of all this confusion, we can see
clearly certain fundamental ideas. The
first is that Jesus Christ was the Founder
of Christianity. Therefore, we must look
to Him and those who taught under His
immediate direction for the fundamentals
of the Faith.

Whatever Jesus or the Apostles clearly
taught forms the creed of Christianity.
We may have our opinions concerning
matters other than this, but such opinions
cannot properly be made matters of rule
or authority in the work or worship of
Christians. Yet by far the greater part of
the doctrines and practices of the church-
es of Christendom are derived only re-
motely, if at all,.from the teachings of
Christ.

One of the first questions that an in-
telligent man would ask about Christiani-
ty is “What is a Christian?” This ques-
tion properl yanswered reveals all that is
essential to the salvation Christ offers. To
understand easily the principles involved,
let us go to Nature for an iflustration.
God made the earth, air, water, food, ete.,
and adjusted man to their environment.,
He made man to eat and drink and created
the food and water for him, but He re-
quires man to seek, find, and partake of
these things. That is all. Man can-do no

more, but he must do this. He can not
even control the food after he has swal-
lowed it. Digestion and assimilation are
beyond man's control. The major portion,
then, of man’s living is the work of God;
but the small portion appointed for him to
do, he must do or perish. The application
is easy. God, by His love, grace and power
has provided for man’s spiritual well-be-
ing. His work is by far the major portion
of the process of salvation; but what He
appointed for man to do, man must do or
perish.

In Nature, man everywhere tries to fol-
low one rule: Observe what the laws of
Nature require, then obey these laws. In
the spiirtual kingdom. this means: Hear
what God has said, then trustingly and
lovingly obey Him.

N. L, Clark.

(To be continued)

Sister Tr'ott Writes

“Munday, Texas, Jénuary 30, 1933.
“Dear Brother and Sister Duckworth:
“I was just so delighted to get the (,
Apostolic Way, I could not read it - of
course, but was so glad to know it had
come again, I was a little bit disappointed

asked you to put it in the paper, but then
I knew that you had good reason why you
could not put it in the paper, and'I hope
you can have the space to put it in the
next issue.

“At last, after trying so long, I really
have got three subs for the paper, and
really got a few more that have promised
to give me the dollar, of course I am glad’
to get even one single one, but of course.I
do want more numbers so badly. ,

“Dear brethren and sisters, I want to
thank each and every one of you, for your.
kindness to me, in sending me donations
to help on the treatment of my eyes, I do
thank you more than words can express
or than you can have any idea of I am"
sure, I can't write much, can’t see to do
80, and as taking this method of thanking -
you I do appreciate your kind words and.
your good thoughts of me. I certainly -
need and appreciate everything from any
of you. I don’t feel like I have made any
mistakes in a finanecial way since my poor
dear Doctor left me, and really, if ecah of
you could know the condition that I was
left in I don't believe any one could think
so. However, by the help of our Lord and
managing the very best that I could know

now I have got along so far, and I feel like
if it had not been for this trouble with my
cyes I could have done better than I have,
but this came on me and I could not help
it. I want every one of my brethren and
sisters to pray for me, that I may be able
to go through with this operation and
that it may be a success and that I can be’
able to then read. It is so hard on me not:
to be able to read my Bible and the papers
so please remember me in your prayers
and I do thank you so much, one and al
and I pray the good Lord that no one wi
ever feel they have lost anything by wh
they have done for me. It will be rement
bered by me. I would love to see and tall
with each one of my dear loved ones, bu
as I can’t, must now say goodby. Thank
ing you again ever and ever for.
kindness in anyway, your sad, lonel
ter in hope of eternal life.
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 Resnancihili colonies Benjamin Frahk]in said, “We i i : e
. _Respon51b1hty of Teachers must all hangJ together, or we shail all be Dull Teaching Services tiresome, and unedifying, especially to the how often to talk and when to quit will end thercof are the ways of death .
| hanged separately.” It scems that the lit- In too many congregations the period Immature listeners. Patience and good make the teaching service both interest-  (pPpoverhs 14:12). The prophet foretold .
“My brethren, be not many masters tlg churches of Christ scattered inaworld yged for teaching is a dull hour. There is

Jjudgment are necessary in order that all ing and profitable, and will do much to-

. ‘ ! only one way. The Lord said that He was -
(teachers), knowing that we shall receive of fierce enemies should be impressed with not that life and enthusiasm in the teach.

teachers may so serve as to upbuild the ward developing a live congregation of . . ofnre o
the greater condemnation” (James 3:1). this vital principle. Surely he is a wolf in  ersand in the audience during this service  » . congregation, but seriptural elders have real Christians who wil] take pleas.ure m E?iﬁ;aﬁﬁggﬁegleo‘gz:\%:i'g }}]etﬁﬁ"ifc;jg“ggu”}g
Since teachers should teach according to sheep’s clothing who would rather see a which ought to be manifest, but a sort of this patience and good Judgment.. inviting the world to theijr assemblies. not be the one kway man has instituted his
ability, the purpose of this passage is not congregation break up, scattered, and die deadness and indifference tgo often pre- . Il a teacher appears too often, his toach- . own wavys. All of tl; ese are included in the
- to dissuade anyone from using his talent, while recognizing him as the principal  ygjls. Why is this? The failure of teach- . o g becomes rather ineffective and his P. C. KEY. broad \(\7'{; of Matthew '}.13 Only the nar-
but the purpose is to show the responsibil- teacher, than to see it co-operate and gpg tg prepare edifying lessons has been method monotonous. The average teacher Dear Brother Duckworth: We were very - ¢ ,‘13 ads unto life.
ity resting upon teachers and to show the prosper with others as chief instructors discussed in this and former articles, a runs Jargely In one rut, and too often re- sorry to hear of the sickness and death TOW Way ieads u J ¢
danger in a teacher’s carlessly using his and leaders. Teachers are responsible to  brief resume of which may first be given peats” himself in slightly varied forms. that have come to some of your relatives. ~ From the standpoint of 'the ]5}“’5 0
tongue to present ill-prepared and mis- God for any dangerous disagreement here. The failure to prepare may be caused How often should‘ a teacher appear before 1 peaqd your card at services here Sunday language we find our IGS'SO“ we]l.bome out. R
leading lessons, as though it makes little among themselves eithe rin doctrine or in by too much interest in worldly business, & given audience? Of course there 1S D0 night, and requested a special prayer in We understand that both the ,plophet and :
difference. It is a dangerous sin to use policy, and therefore a lack of genuine interest definite answer, for the teacher’s ability, youy hehalf. Brother Sam Lemley led the Chl‘lSE spoke ﬁguraglve]y. When Christ
one’s tongue and say, “He saith” when He Teachers, by virtue of their position, are in Christianity. A teacher may have a low the number of teachers in the congrega- prayer. Surely hope your family will be said, “T am the way.” He used metaphor,
has not said it (Jeremiah 23:31). A teach. responsible not only for themselves but ideal of what & teacher should be. He may . ,  tion, and other circumstances must be restored to health ere long. an implied likeness. In what way is the
er can easily misrepresent the Lord and largely also for the flock. If the teachers be intellectually lazy, and therefore unwil. considered. Most preachers, as illustrated , VAN BONNEAU.  way here spoken of like Christ? There is
i thereby mislead the people. One should disagree and devour one another, can we ling to study as a teacher should. The by located ministers, find their lessons be- Dodsonville, Texas. Just one way; there is just one Christ.
i not put himself up as a teacher without expect  the members to co-operate in teacher may not realize that the member- coming dull and ineffective after they 2. The truth, Christ prayed to the Fath-
i realizing that he is presenting himself as peace? The leaders are usually respon- ship is really starving for what the poor  °

" have preached every Sunday in a given  The spiritual discouragements we are g, “Sanctify them through thy truth; thy
place for a year or two. A teacher with 4 having to face in these times of de- Word is truth” (John 17:17). So if Jesus
less ability, then should hardly think it pression cause us to appreciate the more Christ is my creed, I believe the Bible, the
best for him to teach every Lord’s Day  the splendid articles that are now being  Word of God. Christ was the embodiment
year after year. In a congregation with published through the Apostolic Way and  of truth, for we read that the Word was
only two or three teachers where each one the unrelenting efforts of Brother and  made flesh and dwelt among men (John
must appear quite frequently, unusually - Sister Duckworth to keep it going during 1:14). But the Word is the truth, From
thorough preparation is necessary in or- these almost impossible times and in spite this we learn 2 most important lesson, that
der to prevent monotony and consequent of unusual difficulties. The bad weather o cannot believe in Christ without be-
dullness. It seems that such a congrega- prevented Brother Duckworth receiving lieving the Word of God, as is noted above.,

tion should determine to add or develop the usual assistance from congregations .
more teachers so that the teaching serv- visited and now his father seriously ill for What foolishness for men to say they

@ _icc may be given more variety and made wecks, o operations at Baylor Hospital ll?el‘e"? in Shrist, but that t,he}'.fé‘},,“gt e
“inore edifying, If any member feels sure and not out of danger at this writing. For ieve that He says “wor ‘g.g‘]m el g.‘e”
that the teachers of his home congrega- more than sixty years a member of the 1N Christ Is faith in the Bi e,'l'nc uding
tion are too few and that they appear chureh ind his faith in the all-sufficiency even the simplest commands. For instance,
monotonously often, he or she should feel o the Word of God has never wavered. th¢ gospel most surely includés bqptlsm i
bevsonally responsible for helping to get  Brother Duckworth g hovosy V3 with  (Mark 16:15-16). But the gospel is the
more and better teachers; and if such him constantly and then to add to his "W ord of truth” (Ephesians 1:13). From o
person temporarily fails, he should not heavy heart, the night before the second What' we have already learned, we can R
. &ive up and forsake the assembly, but operation on his father, his oldest sister easily see that one must be baptized to ac- s

a guide and that he is accepting a respon-  giple for church troubles, for they either teachers are not giving them. It may be
sibility for souls. It is too bad for any cap- instigate the troubles o criminally neg-  that by overestimating his own ability or
able person to destroy his own soul by ne- lect or refuse to settle them. “For the by underestimating the intelligence of his
glecting to study and to show himself ap-  Jeaders of this people cause them to err; audience, the teacher decides that he js
proved, but it is much worse for such a  and they that are led of them are de- sufficiently and quite permanently pre-
negligent student of the Bible to ASSUMe - stroyed” (Isaiah 9:16). The tragedy of pared for every occasion and that further
the responsibility of a teacher, and by his  TIsaiap’s doctrine is that the misled people preparation is superfluous. Lack of prepa-
unjustifiable yet sometimes hold conten- as well as the leaders are al destroyed. ration is probably the most common as
tions for bersonal opinions and NOn-essen-  Few nations have struggled in war except well as the most inexcusable cause of dull-
tial traditions to destroy not merely him- ey their leaders caused them to err. ness in the teaching service,
, self but whole congregations. Let us have Not the sacrificed young men of America, Let us consider another cause of
Lo a sufficiency of capable teac_hers, but.]et Germany, and France were to blame for dullness, for since the life is in the @
; each teachelj realize .that h eis responsible the late war; the leaders of one or more seed, or word, dull teaching servicos
to the Lord and that if he speaks carelessly nations led the people into error. The more produce lifeless congregations. Ama.
and stupidly, he will “receive the greater numerous and ambitious the leaders, the teur teachers must be trained and on.
damnatlou.” more danger there is of disagreement and couraged, but perhaps there is some
Another responsibility upon teachers js conflict. Since teachers are the leaders of misunderstanding among the young and
that they agree among themselves. “T be-  the people, James wisely urges them to be the old regarding these amateuy tecahers,
seech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, very careful in the use of their tongues. When a beginner, or any other inefficient
that they be of the same mind” (Phil, Al realize that unfaithful taechers are teacher, has made a fow efforts to teach .

. 3 h ) . N : e - to abide the e . " cept the gospel, or to accept Christ. S
4:2). Euodias and Syntyche must have responsible for much trouble, but some in a certain church, it seems that he and fh("ﬂd bf temp?"i‘]'.‘13;,_?.01“1?‘3"tTt}?]“?gg%‘gzg P"‘ébe(}{ on.” £ the difficulti ; 13 - g]ifé I’,astl . ‘I wipsh to point out Ea
been two teachers in the Philippian church  may fail to realize that a good teacher some others often get the idea that he ﬁ‘_’“ﬁ?q‘f‘fmeﬂ.o 18 ‘.'l.‘_’,,(‘:' ¢ bo . We knowing of the difficu 165 sent a : 1le" . ok v patter i. + oodl 2
who were inclined to disagree, and maybe whe is trying to be a peacemaker may at  thereafter has the same right to get up . teach .(If.COl(.l‘llg}' to ab’t‘}‘ cannot te}xn}- few cards to delinquent subscribers and J,GS,“S‘C“.‘St as our only lpfal ern (%1 gol' fy h
to contend sharply right in the assembly. the very time unwittingly be an agitator. and talk for thirty minutes, regardless of proved; and if this doctrine is accepted In- we appreciate thei rresponse and thank living here, and our only hope of a life !

Paul evidently knew they could be of the If g teacher or preacher believes that how dull and deadening his speech may
same mind, else he would not have So rec-  meeting in an upper room is non-essential, be, that the most capable teacher has.
ommended. Paul says, “I beseech.” “Be-  he should uniformly tell the people that it Surely this is a hurtful mistake, for the
seech” is a strong word, for it takes Is ‘non-essential, and should not say, “I time used is not in proportion to the
strong persuasion to get teachers who are personally do not really thing it essential, tecaher's ability. When amateurs o un-
a little selfish, egotistic, and ambitious for  but I believe we should all practice it for prepared teachers, regardless of how long

practice, it will determine how often and those who added donations to their sub. everlasting. Christ lived the only perfect
how ‘long each teacher should teach scriptions; above all appreciate the pray-  life. Even from the beginning life was in
whether the teachers in a given place are ers for the family. Surely under such bur-  Him, and the life was the light of men
tew or many. dens, the strongest of men need the pray-— (John 1:4). John 8:12 bears this out, and

How long may a teaching service con- ers of the brotherhood. We trust that oth. tells us that “he that followeth me shall
tinue without becoming dull? This again  gpg seeing this may find some way to as- not walk in darkness, but shall have the

; . cpr . ; . . . ; g . e . Q. .depends 2 quality h the gist in this time of need. light of life.”

the higher seats, to be of the same mind. ®'the sake of peace and the consciences of they have been trying to teach, choose to— @, - @ -depends pon the quality of bot ¢ sis o aae ig

But tf%ey can agree. The conscientious weak brethren ” Surely such teachers are occupy practically all the time, can we ’te.achel‘s‘andl Eht ag_dxlulcle. H] dthﬁ te“ﬂc}tl}el‘f C. A STATRTI\- Indeed, God so loved the world that He
teacher who lacks information regarding among the chief manufacturers of these wonder that the audience draws a sigh of are 'p(}ox‘, ]t 1€ per IO(t ts'lo]u ] ¢ 1‘; 1e; R. 0. CONNER. gave Christ, to the end that men might
any important matter appreciates instruc. weak consciences which so endanger the relief when the teaching service is over, bh(}’{t-‘ hm 1“?3_.““}39_ e‘alc. 1r°,?g al?'i‘t}'e” ) have everlasting life by believing in Him
tion, and he will not urge a divisive doc- peace of the church, The consciences of and goes away unedified and rather dis- Ol_"“‘{i t e,(_(fL une d,‘f?l“,?}!’ 0“‘? h }l.' My Cr eed—Jesus Christ (John 3:16). We have already learned the
trine or policy without previous thorough the church, in fact, are just about what couraged? Can they feel like giving an If the teachers are ab ¢ then the audi-

; Lutility of the claim that we can believe in
. (eigf(;:eelngll?mirh?15;:)33’“;21}1(:1(13)85 B‘fg"g’s‘icﬂgf . (John 14:6) o Him without behevin:g Hl.? wo%'c]l_sf Hen;:e,
logical time limit can be observed to some My creed is what 1 belle\je. 'll}e1 efore, H.]S. words become our source of life (John
extent in our schools, Fifty to fifty-five When I tell you lth’at I believe in J‘es.us 6:63). .
minutes is the average period for college what, in just a few words, does this in- If you have been following our study
" students. The average audience will likely clude? This can be answered n .““ €¢ SIM- yyjth your Bible open at John 14, you likely
be found a little below college students in ple words, contained in a saying of pllllSt have noticed the context of Jesus’ remark-
preparation and interest. It seems safe to Himself, He who spake as mnever man able statement that He is the way, the
conclude that a teaching seivice which Slm‘ke. ., truth, and the life. He is approaching the
continues more than an hour is almost 1 am the way, the truth, and the life”  tine of His going away, and comforts His
certain to become dull. A service of that (John 14:6). Let us study these three - sorrowing disciples, beginning with the
length is altogether certain to become dull  words for a little while to learn more about words, “Let not vour heart be troubled.”
it the teaching is poor. that of which my Cl'effd consists. He assures that there are many mansions :
The chief causes of dullness in the teach- 1. The way. God’s mspired prophet ; yyig Fathers house, and that He will
ing service, then, are the failure to pre- spoke and. fOthO]d }}.undreds“of years be: come again to receive them unto Himself.
pare edifying lessons, the over-use of am. fore the time of Christ that “an highway Doubtless the disciples wanted to 20 to

study. Get the spirit of Christ into teach- their teachers have made them. If all our enthusiastic invitation to their disbeliev-
ers, and they will agree before they de- bhest teachers, who are practically agreed, ing neighbors to go with them to church -
stroy a congregation. Anyone, of course, would regularly and plainly say that ques- next Lord’s Day? Train the immature,
who becomes a heretic and would break tions, such as those regarding wine and but in each teaching service there should
up a congregation by urging error, should grape juice, upper an dlower floors, one he some good teaching. Good teachers,
be dealt with as Paul directs (Titus 3:10). or two cups, and benedictions are incon- moreover, should use a reasonahlo portion

“We are lahorers together with God” sequential and inclined merely to gender  of the time, else the quality of teaching is
(1 Cor. 3:9). Clearly, then, teachers strifes, there would soon be no weak con-  out of proportion to the time uged, This
should not only lalor hut should labor to- sciences, and therefore no trouble, regard- is not to discourage the immature, but it
gether. But since teachers annot co-op-  ing such things. This list, of course, does s to encourage hoth mature and immature
erate or “walk together, except they he not include questions upon which the teachers to teach according to a ability,
agreed” (Amos 3:3), the Lord’s spokes- Lord has clearly legislated. Special cases for {hig is the best and only seriptural
men should surely agree. It is commonplace  of conscience may be handled by local over- way. We need more good clders whose
to say that if some build while an equal seers, but any teacher who undertakes to  good Jjudgment in directing and oversee-
number tears down, nothing will he ac- pass rules for the whole church where the ing the teaching will make the serviee
complished, But why wil Itwo leading Lord has not legislated, or to speak where more effective,

et i o o et

. Y : ax. ‘
teachers of the same congregation danger-  the Lord has not spoken are sure to be re- As _just shown, beginners are not the - *ateurs or other ineflicient teachers, the g‘fi d“}ﬁégyiﬁngweas\':sse co(lllflz:éltlilor?ot.hsa)t' tIlfg the Father’s }]ousg‘, or to heavel_l; hence o
ously disagree? Since the Bible is suffi. sponsible for much trouble and possibly only inefficient teachers. Some never get appearance of a teacher more frequently eves of the blind should be opened, the Thorp,z}s question, “How can we l}l}ow the b
cient teachers should, by their persistent for damnation of many people. above the beginner's level. Others become and longer than hls qblhty Justifies, and l-im\e should walk, the durb shonid si)eak way ?" Certainly all of’us W o}llfi 11]\9 to go .
and successful study, soon end any dan- Since teachers are held responsible for good teachers and later become inefficient +services too long for the amount of edify- It aw, . to heaven. Hear Jesus’ answer telling us

gerous disagreement. If one has developed their own safe and adequate preparation, by reason of age or some other disability.
an ambition to rule and also the bad habit for agreement and co-operation among No member of the church should fail to
of opposing any policy or idea suggested themselves, for guiding the people aright, give due honor to old and formerly good
by others. especially by certain others, and for developing healthy consciences, teachers, for if rightly used, they will
then the devil is in the church, and noth- one should be very serious when undertak- greatly aid the church, We know, how-
ing but exclusion or conversion and reded- ing the good though responsible work of ever, that older yet inefficient teachers
ication can stop disagreement and chronic a4 teacher and should conscientiously may consume so much time that the

ing material contained. It has not been etc. Then right in the midst of per{czmung how we might do so: “I am the way, the

forgotten that in the edification of the all such vouders as these Christ an- truth, and the life; no man cometh unto -
church much depends also upon the char. nounced. I am the way!” Could there be the Father but by me.”

4? acter and development of the audience. any doubting that Isaiah spoke of the G. B. Shelburne, Jr.
But the audience is such an important Christ? . Abilene, Texas ’

factor that it deserves at least one or two Now comes the question; from whence » LENAS.

article, to which we expect to give atten- came the multiplicity of ways that men

) P 1 N s R [ v 0 y o7 3 R
: : N Friva f ot R : P R i Ve should remember, however, that now advocate? The answer: “There is a Every new and renewal subscription
1, aking of the American strive to be worth yof his vocation, teaching service is thereh made dull, . tion. We sho ) ) \ R ‘
contention. In speaking of ¢ m y 5 ‘ Y e pious, well-prepared teachers who know way that seemeth right unto men, but the helps.
: [r“‘” \‘,
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Our Writers

We appreciate the good articles our
writers are giving us. Our readers are say-
ing, “The A, W. gets better each issue.”
“We appreciate the paper more and
more.” “I am urging brethren to sup-
scribe for the A, W., the best paper pub-
lished.” And on and on the expressions of
appreciation go. Sure, we are giving a
good paper. We have some of the best
thinkers and writers in the brotherhood,

" writing regularly and their articles show

they are studying and writing with care.
T}_ley think before they write then write
with a vim. R.F.D.

Expose Slander

The_ need for exposing, condemning and
rebulgmg the indulgence of slander is
growing more apparent.

During the last Texas regular election
the political “slander-pot” was kept boil-
ing. Candidates for county offices attack-
ed each other unmercifully. Some were
charged with major crimes and arrested.
After the election charges were dismissed.

Candidates for State offices made
charges the very publishing of which
had a demoralizing effect upon the
thought of the young and this practice
has continued until the general public
mind has been poisoned with the practice.

Here is a work for the church leaders
and for preachers. But, alas, some of them
have too often been found in the ranks
of the slanderer.

They, the very men who should con-
demn it, are found using it to avenge
themselves or using it with the hope of
elevating themselves while they drag
Someone else down.

In Firm Foundation January 24, 1933,
appeared an editorial from which we take
the following quotation:

The sin of slander is an inexcusable sin
—there seems to be no actual motive for
it except maliciousness. Said Shakespeare:

“Who steals my purse steals trash;
"Tis something—nothing—
"Twas mine, ’tis his, and has been
slave t othousands;

But he who filches from me my good
name robs me of that which not en-
riches him, and makes me poor in-
deed.”

To the slanderer there is no ‘material
profit in slander per se, but to the extent
that men and women accept his false ac-
cusations as truth, it is injury to the one
against whom the slanders are directed.
After all it is not strang that enlightened
nations have enacted legislation against
the slanderer, and it is not without reason

that he should receive the punishments
that are intended for him by the law of
the land. It is by no means a light thing
to engage in slandering any one. Every
good man regards his character as a
priceless treasure. 'All the sacrifices of
life have been made for the sake of char-
acter. His toils, privations, trials and la-
bors have all been executed and experi-
enced with a view to the establishment
and maintenance of his character, The vile
wretch who puts forth his efforts to de-
fame and malign this character, is steal-
ing away from the man with a good char-
acter, the most precious treasure this
man possesses. For my part, I would much
prefer that a thief would steal from me
thousands of dollars than that he would
utter or print slanders against me,

Someone has said, “Slander is perhaps
the only vice which no circumstance can
palliate as well as being one which we are
most congenial in concealing from our-
selves.” Another has said, “Slanderers are
most economical, for they make g little
scandal go a great way, and rarely open
their mouths except at the expense of
other people.” Another has said, “slander
is a poison which extinguishes virtue,
both in the slanderer and in the person
who listens to it ; 80 that a single calumny
may prove fatal to an infinite number of
souls; since it not only kills those who
circulate it, but also those who do not
reject it.” Said Basater, “Close thine ear
against him that would open his mouth
secretely against another. If thou receiv-
est not his words they fly back and wound
the reporter; if thoy dost receive them
they fly forward and wound the receiver.”
“When a mean wretch can not vie with
another in virtue, out of his wickedness
he begins to slander. The envious wretch
will slander the virtuous man when he is
absent, but when brought face to face, his
loquacious tongue becomes dumb.” Saadi,
in this seems to give one of the clearest
pictures of the heart of the slanderer. It
is almost the identical picture of the devil
as submitted to us in the Bible, the char-
acter that is the great enemy of the race
of men and especially of all that are good.
All slanderers are despisers of those that
are good. Those who have carefully
studied the subject seem to be united in
regarding slander as the most malicious
of all wickedness. Said Barrow, “Slander
is a compilation, the comprisal and sum
of all wickedness.” Said Johnson, “Slan-
der is the revenge of 3 coward, and dissim-
ulation of his defense.” The slanderer re-
ceives no regard from noble souls. Those
who are elevated in thought and devoteq
in their lives, live in an atmosphere far
above the disposition to receive or circy-
late slanders. Slander is a product of small
souls, a tribe of human kind that are con-
forming their lives into the image of the
devil himself.

Fine, Brother Showalter, half a dozen
such editorials in every religious journal
in the country with a dozen such sermons
from every preacher in the country would
do more to check this practice than any
legislation that could be passed by State
or Federal governments,

Guides to Truth

1. IT°S NOT IN MAN TO GUIDE HIM-
SELF: “O Lord I know that the way of a
man is not in himself, it is not in man
that walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:
23). Again, “not that we are sufficient of

ey

ourselves to think anything as of our-
selves but our sufficiency is of God” (2
Cor, 3:5).

2. THE GOOD WAY, WHAT THE
LORD HATH SPOKEN: “As for the old
paths, where is the good way, and walk
therein and ye shall find rest for your
souls.” “Thus shall ye say, every one to
his neighbor and to his brother, what
hath the Lord answered? what hath he
spoken?” (Jer. 6:16; 23:35). But the Lord
answered, “No man can come to me, ex-
cept the Father which hath sent me draw
him and I will raise him up at the last
day. ! ! ! And they shall be all taught of
God. Every man therefore that hath heard
and hath learned of the Father, cometh
unto me” (John 6:44, 45).

3. GOVERNED BY CONVICTIONS of
God’s Word’s teaching: “For I shall not
dare to speak of any of those things which
Christ hath not wrought by me to make
the gentiles obedient by word and deed.”
Again, “Let every man be fully per-
suaded in his own mind.” For whatsoever
is not of faith is sin.” (Rom. 15:18; 14:5,
23). “Faith comes by hearing God’s word”
(Chronicles 10:17).

4. WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE
NOT CARNAL: “For though we walk in
the flesh, we do not war after the flesh;
for the weapons of our warfare
carnal, but mighty through God to the
pulling down of strong holds; casting
down imagination and every high thing
that exalteth itself against the knowledge
of God, and bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ; and
having in a readiness to revenge all dis-
obedience when your obedience is ful-
filled” (2 Cor. 10:3-7).

5. THE APOSTLES OUR EXAMPLES:
“Be ye followers of me, even as I also am
of Christ.” Again, “Brethren, be follow-
ers together of me, and mark them which
walk 50 as ye have us for an example.”
Again, “We are of God; he that knoweth
God heareth us; he that is not of God
heareth not us. Hereby know we the
spirit of truth
(1 Cor. 11:1; Phil. 3:17; John 4:6).

6. WE PLEASE NOT MEN BUT GOD:
“But as we were allowed of God to be put
In trust with the gospel so we speak; not
as pleasing men but God which trieth our
hearts.” Again, “For do I now persuade
men of God? or do I seek to please men?

for if I yet pleased men I should not be °

the servant of Christ” (1 Thes. 2:4;
Gal. 1:10),

7. SCRIPTURE INSPI RED, CON- '
FIRMED AND ALL SUFFICIENT:
“Which things also we speak, not in the
words which man’g wisdom teacheth but
}vhlch.the Holy Ghost teacheth; compar-
ing spiritual things with spiritual.” Again,
“I speak after the manner of men; though
it be but a man’y covenant, yet if it be
confirmed no man disannulleth or addeth
thereto.” Again, “A]] scripture is given
by Inspiration of God, and ig profitable for
_doctrme', for reproof, for correction, for .
Instruction in righteousness; that the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good works” (1 Cor. 2:18; |
Gal. 3:15; 2 Tim, 3:16, 17).

8. WITH THESE THINGS CONSID-
ERED, and well in hand, we may fight for
eternal life, “Fight the good fight of faith,
lay hold on eternal life” (1 Tim. 6:12).

B. M. MASSENGALE.

Don’t fail to send your renewal and a .«

new subscription, if possible,
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For the Truth’s Sake

(2 John 2)

It is concerning “those things which
are most surely believed among us” that
we are to find those vita] verities which
alone are needful for us to know.

The lady (who is named Cyris accord-
ing to Thayer’s Lexicon, though also cit-
ing translations as the R. Tr. and others
render the words “lady”) calls for the
genuine love for the apostle because of
the abiding truth manifested in the lives
of the children.

“Let us choose to use judgment: let us
know among ourselves what is good” (Job
34:4). “For he that will love live and see
good days, let him refrain his tongue
fromevil , , ” (1 Peter 2:1),

Many of us are not gifted with those
characteristics which are esteemed so
much by worldly-minded, professed dis-
ciples of our Lord, But let us not become
discouraged.

“Though I speak with the tongues of
men and of angels, and have not charity,
I am become as sounding brass or a tink-
ling cymbal” (1 Cor. 13:1). “Beloved if
God so loved us, we ought also to love one
another” (John 4:11),

E. D. FOREMAN.

Be Slow to Speak

(Continued from January Issue)
There is, brethren, a little paper pub-
lished at Dallas, Texas, as we all know,
that has been fought by the ranks of

* truth’s enemies in every conceivable way

that their cunningness could devise, that
in their minds woud] inflict the deepest

* wound to both its publisher and its read-

ers. Not by sounding forth its defects, a
thing that it never claimed to be free
from, and especially as pertained to its
management, since it was run by human
beings; but by wilfull and unjustifiable
misrepresentations of both its policy and
through mediums
In whose columns never would admit the
Apostolic Way to anwser to the charge
made against it. This paper (I mean those
endeavoring to publish it) have gone
through many severe trials, in order to
uphold the truth that was being cried
. down by truth’s enemies: and that not
only without financial compensation, but
at a loss of both time and money and it
_looks like friends as well,

And now some of those who have been
helped into recognition by the brotherly
love of the editor, when they were not
known only in very small circles, to a
place that they seem to feel, so speak,
“Lord I can do my own advertising now
and I don’t care if you have to cease your
publication, I am done with it.”” And now
they are ready to fling slurs broadecast
over the land at its struggles by such ex-
pressions as: “It is not to be our method
»to drum the brotherhood for money.” “We
do not have to keep up our publisher’s
family, nor pay a stenographer.” Now it
js hard to think that we are ready to en-
dorse and encourage an endeavor as being
a defence and a support to the truth and
at the same time are unwilling to contrib-
ute anything to its support, except for
the measly little morsel that happens to
fall directly into our own old selfish hands.
But that seems to be the rising spirit to-
ward instrumentalities that have arisen
and stood firm for the truth and made it

Dossible for some of the worst errors to
be successfully met, vigorously exposed
and gloriously defeated.

And struggling brethren, some young

and some older, wh owere being held
down in the small radius of their per-
sonal acquaintance, and where in such
fields they had almost lost their power
to do good on account of thejr zeal for
truth and truth only; have been brought
out into wider fields of usefulness by the
help of the Apostolic Way. Can we now
or should we now, speak lightly of the
way it has been kept up during these
times of struggles, even if there has been
some mistake made, which we are all
ready, though regretfully and sorrowfully,
to admit. But the publisher of the A. W,
is just human. Are we more? And isn't it
a fact that this publisher has handled the
work better than we might have had we
been in his place? But that which is past
can be to us only lesson taught by that
hard instructor, Experience, by which we
might be better equipped for the battles
of future life.

Here is another quotation from a paper,
of which it is said by one of its editors
(it is run by its subscription solely) :
“Brethren, we are behind with the print-
ers, so don’t forget to work for subs, and
donations; we don’t want to miss another
issue.” We don't quote here Brother King
because we believe he did wrong in call-
ing on the brotherhood to come to his as-
sistance, in meeting the expenses of the
Old Pathes Advocate. But to show that
it is wisdom to not say too much till we
are sure that we know what we are talk-
ing about. Since it is not the experience
of publishers, that the subscriptions of
moderately priced papers will pay the
expenses and get the paper to the readers,
it is needful that these expenses be met
by other means. Therefore such papers as
the Apostolic Way, the Church Messen-
ger, and the Old Pathes Advocate, which
keep their columns free from secular ad-
vertisements and sanctify them to the
cause of heaven’s King, must be support-
ed by other means. And I want to here
ask, if there is any more scriptural way
for us to support and get support for
these mediums of truth than by sending
our money to them, to help those grand
and good men who have given and are
giving their lives to the upholding and de-
fending the truth to support them, and
their families and hel pto publish and get
these papers to the needy readers, And if
it is right to send it, and none will deny
that it is, is it wrong for those who are
serving to keep those being served in-
formed as to the needs, in order to do the
work expected of them? And that is all
that Brother Duckworth and Brother
King have done and will do again if they
are to continue to publish their respective
papers, and Brother Knight will likely do
if he allows his efforts to remain effective.
And I say, “Just keep calling, brethren, till
the call is answered.” If it is right for
brethren to publish papers in the interest
of truth, I say it is right that all fellow-
ship the work; if not, why not?

And now, if Brother Knight is in a po-
sition to publish a paper devoted to Bible
Christianity, and that at his own expense,
with only subscriptions to assist him, who
has any right to say that is wrong and
shouldn’t be done? While we believe it is
not best for himself and his family to do
S0, yet if he can and it is his desire to do
that, why not all rejoice that he is so for-

tunate as to possess enough of . this
world’s goods to enable him to contribute
his efforts to the good work and is will-
ing to spend his fortune in such a worthy
cause, then let us all rejoice with him and
pray that the name of Christ be glorified
thereby. But let us not be uncharitable to-

ward other brethren who have laid the

foundation for us to build upon, or'rather

have fought the enemies so successfully

that we can now serve in the army as tri-

umphing recruits.

And Brother King and those associated
with him can be so fortunate as t obe able
and willing to publish a paper that is
brother loving, truth proclaiming and
faith defending, with no financial support
other than the small amount of the sub-
scription, then why shouldn’t we all be
ready to almost shout glory to God and be
thankful that we have men in the church
that can do such wonderful service?

I have never seen the time when truth
had too many faithful proclaimers, neith-
er have I been made to believe there was
any danger of having the truth taught by
too many papers. The more sound and
faithful gospel preachers and papers we
have the more good we can do. But it ig
s0 easy to have too many both preachers
and papers that are not sound in the
faith,

And now, brethren, may we all rejoice
in our opportunities to give ourselves to
the advancement of the truth, either by
word or pen. And let us not forget to love,
forgive and pray for our brethren to make
our usefulness greater, let us praise God
for that wonderful blessing. But if mis-
fortune befalls our brother, don’t forget
to pray for him, love him and help him to
share his load.

May we all be one a sJesus prayed in the
Garden of Gethsemane, is the prayer of
your brother and fellow soldier in the
cause of truth.

It we all would do as Jesus said do, why
shouldn’t this prayer be answered ? There-
fore all things whatsoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye even so to
them; for this is the law and the prophets.

E. J. SMITH.

Crowell, Texas, Box 384.

Preach the Word

“I charge thee therefore before God, and
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge
the quick and the dead at his appearing
and His kingdom; preach the word; be in-
stant in season, out of season; reprove, re-
buke, exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine. For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine.” (2
Timothy 4:1-3).

“Preach the Word” was the charge Paul
gave to Timothy. This was a most solemn
charge, in that it was made “before God
and the Lord Jesus Christ” in view of the
fact that he (Christ) “shall judge the liv-
ing and the dead” when He comes again.

This solemn charge was not only for the.

young preacher Timothy, but for all
preachers of the gospel of Christ. Every
one will be held to strict account in the
day of judgment for what he preaches,
The Word is what men should preach, not
their opinions, nor their dreams, God has
not authorized any one to preach the doc-
trines—theories and dogmas of uninspired
men. To preach the Word is to preach the
gospel; for Peter tells us that, “this is the
Word by which the gospel is preached unto
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you.” (1 Peter 1:25), Peter, by the Holy
Spirit, admonishes: “If any man speak, let

him speak as the oracles of God.” (1 Peter

4:11). And Jeremiah, the prophet, by the
same spirit, speaking for God, says, “He
that hath my word, let him speak my word
Taithfully. What is the chafl to the wheat ?
said the Lord. Is not my Word like as a
fire? saith the Lord: and like a hammer
that breaketh the rock in pieces?” (Jere-
migh 23:28-29). But this is not all; the
hext verse (verse 30) says, “Therefore, 1
am against the prophets, said the Lord,
that steal my words every one from his
neighbor.” And the Lord is against the
preachers of this age that do as those
prophets did; that is, steal the words of
God from the people. And there is much of
such stealing going on in the land. How did
the prophets of olden time, and how do
preachers of to-day, steal God’s Word from
the people? Answer, by preaching their
own dreams, Imaginations, theories and
opinions and saying that such is the Word
of God when it is not.

“Sound doctrine” is that which God has
given—that which is written in the Book
of God—the Bible. Every other is unsound.
Titus, another young preacher, was exhort-
ed to use “sound speech,” and it “cannot be
condemned,” because it is of God, and
God's Word lives and abides forever (1
Peter 1:23). Men use unsound speech when
they preach their own ways, theories, and
opinions, or the doctrines of men. And
when such is tested it is condemned br the
language of the Bible—the Word of God.
And the true loyal preacher is 10 “raprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuifering and
doctrine.” False teachers are io be re-
proved and rebuked for their error, and 1o
be exhorted to preach nothing hut the
Word of God. We are required to “‘earn-
estly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.” (Jude 3).

I therefore, in the language of inspira-
tion, call aloud, “To the law and to the
testimony: if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light
in them.” (Isaiah 8:20).

John says, “Beloved, believe not every
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are
of God: because many false prophets are
gone out into the world.” (1 John 4:1),
How are the spirits to be tried? Answer,
by the Word of God given to us by the
apostles. The infallible rule by which to
try the spirits is specifically expressed in
the same chapter, verse 6: “We (the apos-
tles) are of God: he that knoweth God
heareth us; he that is not of God heareth
not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth,
and the spirit of error.” (1 John :86).

Whoever teaches and practices what the
apostles say on all questions of divine obli-
gation, as it is written without addition,

.Subtraction, or change, have the spirit of
truth, for they hear the apostles. But, on
the other hand, whoscever teaches or prac-
tices things not authorized by the apostles,
these have the spirit of error, because they
refuse to hear the apostles—refuse to
“speak as the oracles of God.”

Let us be faithful in preaching the Word
as it is written without addition, subtrac-
tion, or change, but let us do this with “all
longsuffering and doctrine.”

J. P. Watson.

Work in India

I gratefully acknowledge the following

support for the work in Indiy:
Receipts

November, 1932: ~
Mrs. J. M. Wright, Columbus, Ohio..$10.00
Jacob Isaac, Bartlett, Texas......__ 8.50
J. B. Watson, Detroit, Mich,......__ 1.00
December, 1932:

Through R. F. Duckworth, Dallas,

Texas.... ... ... 10.00
January, 1933:
Jacob Isaac, Bartlett, Texas..... 8.50
J. B. Watson, Detroit, Mich..... . 2.00
Fifth Church, Borger, Texas......... . 10.00
Local earning from friends ... 5.00
Total..oooooo $55.00
Disbursements
Support of workers for 3 months......$3:.50
Postage and stationery............. . 3,00
Touring ... e 12.50
Bible portions and tracts........._ . 1.50
Medicine for the POOY . 3.50
Tot11\5500

I thank you very much for your kind
support for the Lord's work in India. We
had a successful gospel tour and feel glad
to let you know that we had baptized 60
of the people, whom we Jeft unbaptized
some time ago. I could not trace the others
as they went 10 diferent parts of the coun-
iry in search of work. We feal extiremely
SorTY and regret very much for not doing
as Philip did in the ease of Eunuch. The
camps a1 several places are closed and the
people wre seeking for work. distress and
unemployment is the condition among the
poor.

We thank our dear Lord and Savior and
feel grateful 10 our Brotherhood for re-
sponding our greal need by kind fellow-
ship and praver. We are praying for every
sz2int. Kindly remember and pray for us
as we are having the hardest times that
we ever had from the past three years,

With Christian greetings and thanks.

Your Brother in Christ,
M. Vandanam.

Christ House, Purna, via Nanded P. 0.,
Deccan, British Indian.

Briefly Stated

Some things you never did hear and you
never will,

You never did hear of the downfall of
4 woman without some man being impli-
cated in it; and you never will,

You never did hear of a husband, who
loves his wife, flirting with the other man's
wife, you never did hear of a wife, who
loves her husband, flirting with the other
woman's husband; and you never will,

You never did hear of a Christian play-
ing cards, drinking “boose,” going to the
house of ill-fame, to the ball-room, race
track, pool room, swimming pool, where
men and women exhibit themselves, or any
place where the Lord will not lead; and
you never will. A disobedient child of God
will partake of these things, but a Chris-
tian is Christlike.

We read in Ecel. 7:14, “In the day of
prosperity be joyful, but in the day of
adversity consider: God also hath set the

one over against the other to the end that
man should find nothing after him.”

The day of prosperity has come and
gone. The day of adversity came and js
still here. 1t is high time for God’s people
to wake up and consider, Let us give this
matter some thought, During the time that
prosperity smiled upon us, were we joyful,
and thankful? Did we appreciate those
blessings, and how did we use our sub-
stance? Did any one tell us that Jesus way
hungry, thirsty, a stranger, nacked, sick
and in prison? If so, what did we do about
it? Matthew 25:31-46,

What kind of a spirit did we manifest
toward our neighbor when we saw him in
need? Luke 10:25-38. Did we remember
the words of the Lord Jesus how He said
it is more blessed 1o give than to recejve?

Acts 20:335, Our enemies who were hungry .

did we fed them, or when they were thirsty
did we give them drink? Romans 12:20.
When the preacher closed that three weeks
mecting, did we let him go _home empty
handed? 1 Corinthians 9:14. Did we lay by
in store upon the first day of the week as
God had prospered us? 1 Corinthians 16:2,
Did we believe what Paul said recorded in
2 Corinthians, 9th chapter? Did we forget
to entertain strangers? Hebrews 13:2. Did

we visit the fatherless and widows in their .
afflictions ? James 1:27. -@®

Let us make great efforts to redeem the
time and money we have wasted, and to
use what sustenance we have on hands to
the glory of God. Prosperity can smile upon
us to-day; and adversity can stare us in
the face tomorow. God also hath set the
one over against the other, to the end that
man should find nothing after him.

T. V. Nidey.

Christianity

The word Christianity as used in the
press of the country and by the religious
world is very elastic. It is like a piece of
rubber contracted or stretched to fit vari-
ous conditions and characters,

; o
They speak of this and other so-called

civilized nations as Christian, and at the
same time we have millions out of employ-
ment and all kinds of hunger on the one
hand and a surplus of goods and money in
the hands of a few, on the other. We have
too much of ever 'thing and not enough of
anything. Can one truthfully apply the
word Christian to such conditions?

There has never heen a Christian nation
on thisearth except the kingdom or church
of our Lord and Christ,

Peter says, “Ye are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, & holy nation: 2
peculiar people that ye should show forth
the praise of him who hath called you out
of darkness into hig marevllous light.” All
the nations of this earth were  estal-
lished and are maintained by force of
arms. While the Kingdom of Christ was
established and has been maintained with-

out the firing of a gun or the drawing of a-

sword. Paul says, “The weapons of our
warefare are not carnal.”

Men call schools “Christian” because,
they are financed by and taught by Chris-
tians. They say they are not church
schools, they are human arrangements
and not divine, still they call them “Chris-
tian.” The same parties contend in their
preaching and debating that divine things
should be called by divine names, It ap-
bears to me that their preaching and prac-
tice does not harmonize, ‘
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The denominational world, including the
Catholics, are all classed as Christians,
still- they are subjects of different laws
and rules. Thayer gives as the primary
meaning of “Christian, a follower of
Christ.” How then could they all he
Christians as per this definition of the
terms, seeing they all try to follow Christ
by observing different rules and regula-
tions? Paul of old asked, “Is Christ di-
vided ¥’

The term Christian as used in the Bible

always applied to the individual members

of Christ. See Actg 11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter

4:16. The word is no where used with ref-

erence to a church, a sect, state or nation.

I hold that we should use words in the
same sense they were used by inspired
men. We should call divine things by di-
vine names and human arrangements by
human names.

Christianity ought to mean to imitate
Christ. That He intended it to be nothing

less than this is clear from his language,
“If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily
and follow me” (Luke 9:23). He also says,
“I am the way.” This proves He is the
Christian’s standard in doctrine and prac-
tice. In order to imitate Christ it is highly
eseential that we know Him. We cannot
imitate one with whom we are not ac-
Qauainted. We learn of Christ and come to
know him through the Seriptures. The
Scriptures testify of Him, “God who spake
in times past unto the fathers of the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken
unto us by His Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2),

J. C. HAMILTON,

Renewals and new subseriptions help us

to keep going.

Shepherd and Flock

We find in the Bible that Jesus has

sheep and, of course it is the shepherd’s
duty to feed them. The Elders of the flock
are shepherds and Christ is the chief

hepherd.

S

R Last year I had some cattle on my farm
that I decided to feed out for the market,
I got the feed ready and left a shepherd

there to feed and oversee them. In this

case the man was the shepherd and I was
the chief shepherd. After some weeks I
returned and found the shepherd a faith-
*ful servant; he had fed the flock the way
that T had informed him to. If the shep-
herd had listened to other feed men in the
stervitory and fed my flock different to
what I suggested, because it was indorsed
by the universities, he would not have
been a faithful servant. Tt was my busi-
ness to say, and it was his duty to obey
orders, If T had suggested for him to feed
corn stalks alone, it would have been my
mistake and not his.

Christ. our chief shepherd, knew what

we needed, His orders were from the
Father of our spirits. “My sheep hear my
voice and I know them and they follow
me” (John 10:27). “And a stranger they
will not follow, but will flee from him for
they know mnot the voice of 2 stranger

{John 10:5).
Sheep believe all of their master's calls,

Christ said to the Jews, “You believe not
because ye are not of my sheep” (John
10-26). Christ made choice of His twelve
apostles to give us the words that the
Father had given Him (Jorn 17:20).

Christ tells Peter to feed his lambs, feed

the sheep, feed His sheep (John 21:15-18).

ay of Pentecost Peter tells three
how to hecome followers of the
pherd (Acts 2).

ame flock he tells them as new
desire the sincere milk of the
hey way grow thereby (1 Pet.
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0. C. RIBBLE.

Announcements and Reports

J. 8. Johnson, Oklahom
January 27, 1933:
day for months, Pr
work outside.
splendidly, good interest.”

W. C. Rice, M
“I leave hon
for Berry County,
about a week, then

a City, Okla.,
“I haven’t seen a well
cach some here but no

The church here doing

Iountain Home, Ark., Feb.
1e in the morning
Missouri. Will be there
go to Center near Car-
Mo. I hope to soon be free and out
field anywhere and everywhere a
door of opportuniyt is opened to me to
preach the Word. To my
in need of the gospel and laborers
hope t obe busy if possible.

W, L. Shelnutt, Wedowee, Al
1933: “I missed the Way last
not done much preaching sin
pression. I did most of the pre

mind the world is

a., Feb. 11,
year. Have
ce the de-
aching and

financing, too; the depression cut off the
financing part. How can they preach ex-
cept they be sent ?Have some time open
for this summer. Who wants me? Would
like to make a trip through’ Louisiana,
Mississippi, Arkansas, Texas, into New
Mexico, if it can be arranged satisfactor-
ily. Let us work for the Master so we will
not be ashamed when He comes.”

H. Hall (Col.), Fort Smith, Arkansas,
Jan. 26, 1933: “My report for 1932, I tray.
eled nearly over the State of Arkansas
and a part of Oklahoma, ] held my second
meetin gtwelve miles north of Stephens,
Ark., and baptized 82. Now we have 120
disciples there. They have built a meeting
house. T am the first one to preach the
truth there to my race. I found a Chris-
tian church at Ardmore, Oklahoma, and
I labored until I succeeded in getting
them to denounce the Christian Church
and accept the whole truth, I baptized two
there. Baptized one at Tillar so the total
number baptized is 85. I could do more if
I had help.

Hill H. Bearden, Douglasville, Ga., Jan-
uary 25, 1933: “I receive my copy of the
Apostolic Way Monday, glad to see it
coming regular now as I was afraid that
the hard times would force it out of the
field for good. The articles in this issue
are fine and encouraging in this time of
division, strife and discord among the
members of the church of Christ every-
where. The church here is about a thing
of the past as far as a congregation of any
size is concerned. All of our older breth-
ren have moved away or just quit. How-
ever, a few of us meet on the first day of
the week and worship. It has dwindled
down to a family affair now, but we in-
tend to keep at work and try to be ready
when the great day comes.

Brother Dennis preached two weeks last
summer with no visible results, but the
meeting ended with fine interest. We hope
to build a new church house as soon as
financial conditions will permit.

Please let me know when my subscrip-
tion expires and I will try to get the $1.00,
though times are hards, as I want to keep
the paper coming.”

G. B. Shelburne, Abilene, Texas, Jan.
26, 1933: “The Way gets better all along.
I especially enjoyed the last issue. Al-
though I am not a subscriber, I see the
Way every month that it is out. I hope to
be able to subseribe at an early date, and
pray that you might keep up publication.
Work at the Locust Street Church in Abi-
lene continues with increased interest. I
precahed at Locust last Sunday to fine
crowds both morning and night. Brother
J oeKelly is holding a short meeting from
Wednesday to Sunday nights, inclusive. I
am young in the work, but stay busy
every Lord’s Day. I am now ready to book
fummer meetings anywhere that T can get
to them. Also. T would like to hold some
mission meetings. What congregations
want to spread the gospel in this way?
Address me at Station A, Box 75, Abilene,
Texas.”

Van Bonneau, Dodsonville, Texas, Feb-
ruary 14, 1933: “Am arranging for a de-
bate with a Baptist at Roswell, New Mex-
ico. His name is J. F. Dew and is recom-
mended as a mighty able man, He is in-
dorsed by the Baptists of Roswell.”
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Passed On

Sister Adaline Rhoades, wife of Brother
J. L. Rhoades, was born in Coffee County,
Tennessee, October 31, 1863. Moved to
Bell County, Texas, in 1869, at the age
of six years. She married J. L. Rhoades
on September 25, 1884, and was his con-
stant companion for forty-sxi years. They
moved from Lampasas County to Coryell
County where they lived from 1905 to
1914. From there they moved to Young
County, where they have resided since.

Sister Rhoades departed this life Febru-
ary 1, 1933, at 2:45 P. M. She obeyed the
gospel about the age of 17 and was a loyal
and faithful member of the Church of
Christ for fifty-two years, or more than
a half century.

She was sn untiring worker for the
Lord and many souls have been led to
Christ through her teaching and influence.
Her life was a beautiful demonstration of
woman's work in the church. Being the
mother of four children. all of whom are
living and members of the One Body, she
demonstrated how to bring up children in
the npurture and admonition of the Lord
in the God-given way, without any human
organization with which to do it. She was
a lover of the Old Book and read it in her
sphere.

Brother Rhoades has been a subscriber
to the Firm Foundation ever since it be-
gan to be published, whic hwas, I think,
about 1884. He has also been a subscriber
to the Apostolic YWvay from its beginning.
There were a host cf relatives and friends
to mourn the departure of this good moth-
er in Israel.

The great confidence Brother Rhoades
and the children had in the promises of
God’s Word was a great source of relief
during the dark hours, and they have an
abiding hope of meeting her in the eternal
home of the soul. She has passed on. but
her works are following, and they will be
1?; great factor in the lives of all who knew

er.

The writer has been intimately ac-
quainted with the family since long be-
fore I obeyed the Gospel. My first efforts
to preach were under the care of Brother
Rhoades and others who were pillars in
the church at Kempner, Texas. {{ owe
much to the encouraging*words and deeds
of these good people which helped me to
make what little success I have attained.

For lack of room in our own church
building at Graham, we secured the First
Christian Church building in which to
conduct the funeral service, and it was
filled to its utmost capacity. Brother Mo-
line of the Christian Church and Brother
John M. Rice and Brother Oliff Ribble of
the Church of Christ assisted in the serv-
ices, all of whom were appreciated.

1 here say to all the loved ones, Sister
Rhoades has gone on to rest in the Sa-
vior's love and presence, and ere long we
can cross over the same dark river and
rest under the shade of the trees. May
God’s richest blessings be poured out on
vou. and keep you safely until we all meet
in.the sweet home where death and sor-

~TOW hever come.
Your brother in Christ.
J. N. COWAN,

~'Hilda Laverne McFadden, d4-year-old
" daughter of Brother and Sister Alner Mc-

. Fadden of Winters, Texas. was buried in

© . 'Tair View Cemetery at Winters, Novem-
- ber 15, 1932, after a short but severe at-

tack of diphtheria which physicians and
friends were unable to overcome. Quite a
number of friends and acquaintances were
present at the funeral. She leaves behind
father, ‘“Brother -Alner,” our beloved
young preacher, mother, three brothers
and two sisters, to mourn her going.

The writer undertook to speak the

words of comfort and encouragement to
the bereaved at the grave-side. May we
strive to live so that our eternal happiness
will be as sure as that of our little ones
who depart this life in their younger days.
OSCAR BRANNON.,

Winters, Texas. .

Brother George N. Lipe was born April
23, 1853, and passed on to await the resur-
rection morning, at his home in Concord,
North Caroline, December 3, 1932, He was
baptized into the body of Christ, of which
he remained a mmeber till death. Brother
G. W. McDaniel of near Woodleaf, N. C.,
and Brother L. D. Campbell of near Clem-
mons, N. C., spoke at the funeral at his
home, in the midst of sorrowing relatives
an dfriends. Brother Lipe is survived by
his second wife and the following chil-
dren: Joe Lipe and Mrs. Jim Tarlton of
this city: Mrs. Pearl Baker of Pennsyl-
vania; G. R. Lipe of Detroit, Mich.; J. P.
Lipe of Washington, D. C.; F. M. Lipe of
New York City, and Mrs. Ida Rile of Rock
Hill, South Carolina.

WILLIS PARISH.

Brother G.”W. Wolf was born July 9,
1866, and died at Houston December 23,
1932, after an illness which confined him
to his bed for a period of about two years.
He was preceded by his loving companion,
Sister Wolf, who passed this life on April
18, 1932, leavin ghim confined to his bed.
Brother Wolf is urvived by elevent chil-
dren who are left to fight the battles of
life. He obeyed the gospel when a young
man and devoted the major portion of his
life since that time in defending the truth
against all innovations, which truth all
who know him can testify. He has done
much good by his loyal efforts in uphold-
ing the truth and eternity will only re-
veal the much and lasting good that came
from his work, in the Liaster’s Vineyard.

H. L. REED.

What We Have—What We
Need

“We,” T am using to refer to Christian
people of the present time. There was a
time when the Gentile people were with-
out God, Christ or hope (Eph. 2:12), but
by the grace of God they were made right
by the blood of the cross. So, at this time,
we can say that we have God, Christ and
hope.

Using need in the sense of lack, we can
say we do not need God, Christ, etc., for
we have:them. If one says he needs $100,
we imply he hasn’t such a sum. Thus, we
enumerate some of the blessings that are
ours. As Creator all have God—one God.
Through God’s grace in that He loved us
s0, we have Christ, a Savior. We may or
may not need that salvation, depending on
whether we have it or not. Ife we have it,
we need to work it out. If we do not have
it we surely need it. If we want salvation,
here or hereafter, we need to meet condi-
tions required of us by the God who loved

us to the extent He gave his Son that
whosoever believeth on Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.” If we do
not believe, we need to believe. Belief is
based on testimony; the testimony is not
lacking for God has given us ample testi-
mony. Through His wonderful scheme of
redemption, He provided means to estab-
lish and preserve the proofs for us and to
us. God gave the testimony to us. It was
that concerning Christ in which we have
a Savior. It was through God sending
Christ into the world to die on the cross,
thus making atonement for sins, that sal-
vation was offered to a dying world.

Now, the sinner needs Christ, needs the
gospel, needs faith and salvation. He can
never be saved unless he believes; he can
never believe unless he hears. He must
“call on the name of the Lord.” ‘

“How can they call on him in whom
they have not believed ? How can they be-
lieve on him of whom they have not
heard? How can they preach except they
be sent?” (For?) Noj; the “for” is not
there (Romans 13:15). Dear reader, let
me pause here to sound a solemn warning.
Do you count yourself a Christian? Do you
have the privilege of a good congregation,
where you may sit together with them in
heavenly things? If so, you are blessed in-
deed, and it may be said “you have no
need,” but that church needs to send (nG
send for) the preacher that they whp have
not heard may hear; may believe; may
call on the name of the Lord; may be
saved. On the doing or not doing this
much is at stake: You may save yourself
and others. I know it needs to be done now.

Aside from the Divine personages: God, ,

Christ and the Holy Spirit that animated
the apostles, belief is the foundation of
salvation and is a condition. It can be in-
creased; can be added to. Then, if we be-
lieve, we need to add to it; add to your
faith, virtue; to virtue, knowledge; to
knowledge, temperance; to temperance,
patience; to patience, Godliness; to Godli-
ness, brotherly kindness; to brotherly
kindness, charity.

)

<t

Now, he that has not added these Chris«“‘»

tian graces, needs to do so. They who have
added them, have indeed been wise and
are near the mark of perfection. God will
give them abundant entrance into His
everlasting Kingdom.

W. L. SHELNUTT.

Second Coming of Christ

All who believe the New Testament may
know Matthew 24:37, “And as were the
days of Noah so shall the coming of the
Son of man be.’ This was Christ's own
version. Then how were the days of Noah ?
See Genesis 6:5-7.

"We learn from this reading that God
destroyed man when he no longer would
tolerate his wickedness; and Christ says
His second coming will be as this was (2
Thess. 1:7-9). ,

As it appears our present system of
government has broken down; something
else must take its place. N

Would it not be grand should this be thé
second coming of Christ? And the end of
this wicked, and corrupt false rule.

Oh, how loyal we ought to be to Him'
who spoke as never man spoke. Let us
watch. Matthew 24 :42.

J. S. JOHNSON.

1021 N. W. 6th St,,

Oklahoma City, Okla. .
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