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PREFACE

WHY 1 WROTE THIS BOOK

Two salesmen came dashing through the gate at
the railroad station, and busily engaged in conver-
sation, boarded a railway passenger car sitting on
the track. When they had placed their sample cases
in the rack overhead, and had adjusted themselves
in the seat, a train porter came through the car. He
asked, “How come you gentlemen are in this car?
Wheah you all goin’?” ‘One of them replied, “We're
going where this car goes!” -The colored man re-
plied, “Then, boss, you're not goin’ anywhere, be-
cause this car ain’t goin’ nowhere!” “What makes
you so sure of that?” asked the salesman. “I know
what I’'m talkin’ about,” replied the porter, “This car
is not goin’ anywhere because it ain't got no engine.
It’s not hooked on to anything!” - B

That’s the reason a lot of churches are not getting
anywhere. .They are not hooked on to anything.
They’'ve broken the coupling of love and: faith be-
~tween$themselves and the Lord Jesus Christ, and
they are powerless and inert spiritually. Not long
ago, I was riding one night on a streetcar. As we
negotiated a sharp curve on the line, the lights sud-
denly went out, the car ceased to throb with energy,
and came to a dead stop. 1 did not know what the
trouble was, but the motorman did. Going outside -
and to the rear of the car, he took hold of the guy
‘rope for the trolley pole and fished around with-it,
until he brought the trolley once more’ in contact

b
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with the overhead wire. Instantly the lights came
on, the car began to pulsate with hidden power, and
we were soon making forward progress. The power
-had been there all of the t1me but we had just lost
contact with it.

All the power there is in the church comes from

that great central dynamo of heaven. Like the trol-
ley car, the church gets its power from above. There
is enough energy provided to drive the church for-
" ward as a conquering jnstitution which can overcome
all obstacles, but in too many cases, the trolley pole
has jumped off the line. We need to have constant
contact with Jesus, through prayer and the Bible,
if we are to “turn the world upside down” as did
the early church. Yes, it is true that the church is
often held back because it has lost contact with the
- One who has gone ahead.
- Sometimes, though the church is stopped in her
tracks, because she is attempting to drag too much
of a weight behind her. - Perhaps you have heard of
the man who borrowed his friend’s boat one dark
night, in order that he might row across the river
to his home. Clambering in, he picked up the oars
from the locks and began to toil and pull on them.
He could make no progress, although he bent to the
“task and the perspiration burst out upon his brow.
Finally,.he gave up and sat down on the bank of
the stream to wait until daylight. ' With the dawn,
he learned that the boat was chained to a dead Iog,
which he could not see in the darkness. He could
get nowhere because he was trymg to drag too much
dead timber. - :
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Many congregations are at a stand-still. They
make no growth in the spiritual life of the member-
ship. The community accepts the church much as it
does the sectarian bodies about them. The church
has become just another denomination in the eyes
of the world., The sad feature about all of this is
that many of those in the church of Christ “love to
have it so.,” Unless we cease to try and make the
church what the world wants it to be, and make of
it what Jesus expects it to be, we forfeit our right
to exist as a people. We must be right not only in
doctrine, but in practice.

The subject of discipline of a corrective nature
is ignored by dozens of congregations of believers!
They profess to love Jesus and yet refuse to obey
the command to put away sin from among them.
With an earnest desire to avert division and strife
in the future; to build up and edify the church in
the present; and to help correct some of our mis-

-takes in the past, I have written this book.

I acknowledge freely my inability to make this
volume what I would like for it to be, and although
it sets forth my deep convictions upon this important
matter, T ask that those who review it do so without
sparing me. Let the truth be known! If error is
contained in the reasoning set forth in these pages,
let it be refuted, and that in such a manner as will
keep men and women from being led astray by it!
I will appreciate it greatly, if the spirit of those who

« ‘review it, be charitable and friendly, but let us

forget the attitude of those who criticize and learn
from their criticism. So I plead that all feeling for
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the writer be banished, and the subject-matter be
exposed to the searchlight of God’s Truth. '
I beseech all of the brethren, humbly and sin-
cerely, to think upon the things set forth in these
pages. . May God be with and bless those who read,
that they may be led to search the scriptures daily
to see if these things be so. And may all of us be
influenced to a closer walk with God, so that the
church may grow and prosper, and the Cause of
- Christ be strengthened throughout the world. Let
us all “follow after the things which make for peace,
and things wherewith one may edify another.”
“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly;
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body
be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” . . '

—W. Carl Ketéherside‘

SIN IN THE CAMP

The bodies of the thirty-six dead soldiers lay
crumpled on the hillside before the city gate. The
leaders of God’s army were sore afraid. The “hearts
of the people melted, and became as water.” Joshua
and all the elders of Israel fell to the earth before
the ark of God, and put dust upon their heads.

Then it was that the voice of God spoke. “Get
thee up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face?
Israel hath sinned and they have also transgressed
my covenant which I commanded them . . . therefore
the children of Israel could mot stand before their
enemies . . . neither will I be with you any more,
except ye destroy the accursed from among you.”

Only a few days before the armies of Israel had
finished their thirteenth circuit of the city of Jericho.
The priests had sounded a blast upon the rams’ horn
trumpets, the people had given a lusty shout, and
the walls had fallen down. Because all of the first
fruits belong unto the Lord, including those of con-
quest, the order had been given, “All the city shall
be devoted, even it, and all that are therein, to the
Lord. ... All the silver and gold, and vessels of brass
and iron, are consecrated unto the Lord: they shall
come into the treasury of the Lord.” To the best
of the knowledge of Joshua, the command had been
carried out fully. -

Then the time came for the attack to be launched

- against the second city, Ai. In characteristic fash-

ion, Joshua sent men to spy out the city and to
determine the best strategy to follow in deployipg
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his soldiers. The spies returned with the report that

the full army would not be needed. The population -

of the place was negligible, and it was suggested
that only about three thousand armed men go up in
the foray. Joshua hearkened unto the advice of his
spies, but something unforeseen happened. The men
of Ai poured from their city gates, and the men of
Israel could not stand against them.  They turned
‘their backs upon the enemy and fled in the wildest
* disorder. Three dozen of the soldiers paid with their
lives for the attack.

Joshua went to his knees in prayer! Then it was
that God told him to get up and revealed that it was
not a time for prayer, but for action. He demanded
that the congregation put away the sin that was
among them, and stated, “Thou canst not stand be-
- fore thine enemies; uniil ye take away the accursed
thing from among you.” The next day, Joshua de-
termined that one of the members of the tribe of
Judah, Achan by -name, had stolen a Babylonish
garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge
of gold.  He had hldden the sp011 under the ﬂoor of
his tent. '

‘Messengers were sent to bring the stolen booty.
It was displayed in the presence-of all Israel that
there might be no question as to the guilt of Achan.
Having established beyond question the sin and the
sinner, the whole congregation took the guilty man
and his‘family down into the valley of Achor and
there stoned them to death. The record of the event
closes  with -the s1gmﬁcant words, “So the Lord
tumed f'rom the fierceness” of his anger.”

SIN IN THE CAMP 11

_ A LESSON FOR THE CHURCH

Of the events which transpired in the life of
ancient Israel, the apostle Paul declares, “Now these
things were our examples, to the intent we should
not lust after evil things, as they also lusted” (1
Corinthians 10: 6). We need to consider such nar-
ratives of God’s dealings with his people, for “they
are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends
of the world are come” (1 Corinthians 10:11).
Again we read, “For whatsoever things were writ-
ten aforetime were written for our learning” (Ro-
mans 15:4). The apostle again referring to an
expression from the Old Testament says, “For our

sakes, no doubt, this is written” (1 Corinthians 9
10)

10),

In view of all of these statements, we may well
look for the enunciation of some of the principles
upon which God bases his association with his peo-
ple, in the story of Achan. Let us enumerate a few
of them, in outline.fashion.

1. It is possible for sin to exist in the congrega—
tion - of God’s people without the leadership being
aware thereof. Joshua did not know of the trespass
of Achan. This fact does not justify toleration of
sin, when it is known to the leaders.

2. Sin in the church often affects others than the
sinner, and may even cause those who have not
been guilty, to stumble and fall. There were thirty-
six men who died as a result of the sin mentioned

' in our text. That is one of the grievous results of

sin. It has an influence over others who may not
even have been involved. '
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8. When sin is known to be in the congregation,
it is ‘a time for action rather than for prayer. It
"is true that we are to pray always, and in all things,
but it is never true that prayer is a substitute for
another command. When God informs an  alien
sinner to be baptized for the remission of sins, he
cannot obtain remission hy praying to God. When
God instruets the church to withdraw from those
who are disorderly, we cannot pray them out, but
‘we must take formal action.
"4, The church can only stand against her enemies
when she lives up to the profession she makes.

Unless the lives  of the members preach the same

kind of sermon as the tongue of the speaker, the
church will be in disrepute. The prophet Nathan
asked David, “Wherefore hast thou despised the
commandment of the Lord, to do evil in his sight?
. By this deed thou hast given greal occasion to
the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme” (2: Samuel
12:9, 14). «
‘Paul condemns the Jews for their hypocn’cmal
. pretence, and tells them that they preach a double-
standard, one for those who hear and another for
themselves, and as a result declares, “For the name
of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles: through
you” (Romans 2: 24). Of sinners in her midst, the
church may say as did old -Jacob to his murderous
sons, “Ye have troubled me to make me stink among
.theinhabitants of the land” (Genesis 34:30). Often
~. we are forced to turn our backs unto the enemy
when they fling the cruel darts of accusation about
the lives of the members. "No power on earth can
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face the church and overthrow it when all of the
members are following holiness, without which no
man can see the Lord!
. 5. God’s people should not postpone action essen-
tial to purifying and cleansing the church. Many
times there are those in the number of disciples who
are fearful and fainthearted, They do not want sin
condemned publicly in positive terms. They do not
want the church to take action about which the
world will hear. They would prefer that the world
know the church is tolerating sin than to have it
learn that the church is made up of those who are
living consecrated lives. The Lord said, “You can~
not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away
the accursed thing” (Joshua 7:13). It is note-
worthy that “Joshua rose up early in the morning
and brought Israel” (verse 16) and we too should
bggin at once to cleanse the congregation.
6. The steps leading to sin are outlined in the
confession of Achan. “I saw ... I coveted ... took
.« hid” (verse 21). If we would not look upon sin-
ful things we would always be free from sin. How-
ever, if we do see them, we sheculd not covet them.

- “Every man ts tempted when he is drawn away of

his own lust and enticed. Then lust when it has
conceived bmngeth forth sin” (James 1:14, 15).

Slp produces a guilty conscience, a desire to hide!
It is interesting that the first sin followed the very
same steps mentioned by Achan. Satan has not

‘changed the bait on his hook from that day to this.

7. The proof of guilt should always be well estab-

:lished before any public discipline is administered.
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Joshua was not content with the mere acknowledg-
ment of the sin, but sent messengers to the tent, who
found the stolen items and brought them to Joshua
and all of the children of Israel, and laid them out
before the Lord. This would preclude the poss1b111ty
of any member of Israel later affirming that an inno-
cent man had been punished.

8. The pumshment was administered by the en-
‘tire congregation. It was not the work of Joshua
- and the elders alone. They guided the body of people
in ascertaining the guilty person, the nature of the

crime, and the correct penalty. But the discipline
was the act of the entire group. “All Israel stoned
him with stones” (Joshua 7: 25).
This was in exact conformity with the law. God
had stated through Moses, “If there be found among
. you ... man or woman, that hath wrought wicked-~
* mess in the sight of the Lord thy God . .. you shall
stone them with stones until they die. ... The‘hcmds

of the witnesses shall be first upon him to put him -

.to . death, and - afterward the hands of ALL THE
PEOPLE. So thou shalt put the evil away from
among you” (Deut. 17: 2-7). Incidentally, in this

passage is found another statement of the care that

should be exercised in determining guilt before ac-

- tion is taken. God said, “If it be told thee, and thou

" hast heard of it, and enquired diligently and, behold,
it be true, and the thing certain.” No man can be
seripturally - disciplined upon -mere " hearsay, but

- when there is a question, diligent inquiry must be

‘made into the facts of the case, until the truth and
certainty of the accusationibe established. It was
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a matter of Gbci’s law of justice that no person

‘should be condemned upon the testimony of one man,

but two or three witnesses were required to estab-
lish an accusation. That principle has been carried
into the New Testament.

9. God’s wrath is kindled against his people when
they knowingly tolerate sin among them. The only
way to set aside that wrath is by getting rid of the
sin. The church cannot prosper as long as it places
a low estimate upon sin. It must realize that God's
people are to be a holy people. There is much in
the little word “So” as used in the Bible. After
describing in detail the method by which Achan
and family received punishment, the record declares,
“So the Lord turned from the fierceness of his
anger” (verse 26). This means simply that in the
manner described was the Lord turned from anger.
Let us not forget that the anger of the Lord was
directed to the congregation which tolerated the
sinner as well as to the guilty person. This is made

- plain in the first verse of the chapter under con-

sideration. .

The question is sometimes asked, “Why did God
demand the punishment of the family of Achan as
well as the head of the house?’ The law established
the fact that one who had knowledge of a trespass
and refused to make it known, would bear his in-
jquity (Leviticu§-5:1). Those who uphold evil-
doers, even of their own kindred, are as guilty as

'the ones whom they defend, and should be subjected

to the same punishment. In the case of Achan 2all

~of his physical properties and personal possessions
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were completely covered with the heap of stones,
that they might be a witness of the guilt of this
man who lost the right to share in the glories of the
promised land because of his covetousness.

In the days of Joshua, God dealt with Israel as
“children of the flesh” (Romans 9: 8), but now he
deals with spiritual Israel. If the law that he gave
to them was so rigid in its requirements, can we
be justified by setting aside or frustrating his spir-
itual law in these days? Will God recognize a con-
gregation that tolerates within its number those
who are covetous, fornicators, idolators, liars, and
otherwise guilty of {respass and transgression? Can
we be saved if we emphasize the command which
brings people into our fellowship when worthy, and
disregard the one by which they should be removed
when unworthy? Does God mean it when he com-
mands us in the name of Christ to withdraw our-
selves from every brother that walketh disorderly?
If we keep the whole law and yet violate this one
point, can we please our Maker?

WHAT IS DISCIPLINE?

" American educators have had to change their
minds within the past few years. They have come
to the conclusion that the psychological ideas which
have been foisted upon them in years gone by have
worked to the detriment of the schools and have
actually contributed to juvenile delinquency. You
see, up to the time when these vain speculators began
to inject their wild theories, teachers were given
authority to punish recaleitrant pupils, and did so.
Then some one evolved the idea that children should
not be curbed or repressed, but rather permitted
freedom of expression. It was thought that a refusal
to permit a child to do as he pleased might develop
certain inhibitions and complexes. As a resuit of
this hypothesis, the teachers were forbidden the
privilege of punishing the disobedient students.
With the disappearance of authority from the
schoolrooms of the nation, a disrespect of all govern- -
ment crept in. At last we have aroused to the fact
that you cannot maintain an institution such as a
school without law and discipline.

- Virtually the same condition existing in the edu-
cational institutions of our land has also been in
effect within the domestic circles of the homes of the
nation.. The country has heard much about the move
to “free the women” and the wives and mothers have
assumed a prominent place in the political life of
the' commonwealth, often to the neglect of their

. homes. and marital responsibilities. Has the dis-

regard for the word of the husband produced happi-
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ness? Has the so-called “equality basis for the
sexes” brought about the joyful Utopia which it was
predicted would be ushered in?  On:the contrary,
our divorce courts are filled with cases, and broken
homes are so common that sympathy is no longer
extended to those who have made a failure of the
most intimate union known to'the world. A home
cannot exist without authority and discipline. If
everyone is the “head of the house” no one is!
When children tell the father and mother what
to do, and make them do it, there comes about an
overthrow of God’s order. The result is chaos and
suffering. Most of the difficulties in this life arise
from the fact that someone gets out of his proper
place.  As long as everyone stays in his allotted
sphere and improves himself within it, happiness
will- obtain. Children are to be in subjection to
parents, and not the parents to the children. Homes
cannot contmue unless discipline is recognized.

. No army can weld itself into a strong fighting ‘

unit without discipline. If each member of the ranks
- is permitted to do as he pleases without consulting
or considering the rights of others, morale would
go down to nothing, and:inefficiency would under-

mine every attempt against the enemy. The officers -

of the army demand respect, and they receive it.
Even the privates who grumble about their superiors
. admit they would be at sad loss without someone
to issue orders.

The church is the school of Chrlst Here it is that
we attend as pupils.to learn the most important
lessons of life. If every pupil could do as he pleased
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without recourse to the instruetions laid down by
our superintendent, Jesus Christ, it would militate
against the best interests of all. The word church
means “called out” and it is made up of those who
are called out of the world. If, after having been
summoned from the world to live on a higher plane,
the members can continue to compromise with the
former life which they lived, it is evident that the
church will be reduced to a mere worldly institution,
The church needs discipline!

It must be recalled also that the church is God’s
house. It consists of his family. Instructions are
issued for the conduct of those who are members
of that family. Paul said, “These things write I unio
thee, that thou mayest know how thou oughiest to
behave thyself in the house of God” (1 Timothy
3:15). TUnfortunately all of God’s children do not
behave themselves as they are taught to do by the
Holy : Spirit. Under such circumstances they must
be chastened. “For whom the Lord loveth, he chas-
teneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.
If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as
sons” (Hebrews 12:5, 6).

Too, the church is the spiritual army of God.  No
other representative figure is used more frequently
by the apostle to describe the relationships of the
church. We are told to “war a good warfare” (1
Timothy 1:18)7and to “endure hardness as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Timothy 2:3). God’s

‘army is divided into congregational units, and faith-

ful men who are qualified are to rule over these and
to exercise authority according to the “manual of
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arms” laid down for us by the captain of our salva-
tion. Every soldier is expected to be a member of a
local unit, or congregation, and subject to its dis-
cipline. It is just as foolish to think that members
may be “free lances” in the spiritual army of God,
as to-think of someone in the United States army
without proper identification with a company or
branch of service.
" Some there are who think that because they are
- members of the Church of Christ, they may be “at
home where their hat’s off,” without congregational
allegiance or responsibility, but this is not according
to the Scripture. The mere fact that a man is a
soldier in the United States Army, does not mean
that he will not be assigned to a specific company
“and subject to his immediate officers. Any other
arrangement would soon bring. disorder and confu-
sion into the armed forces. The same will occur

within the church if such a condition is tolerated. '

DDFINITION OF DISCIPLINE

" A short time ago, a young man said to me, “I do
not think that preachers ought to. spend their time
preaching on discipline.. I do not believe in disci-
pline!”- The speaker demonstrated that he did not
know what he was talking about. Under such cir-
cumstances, it is not to be wondered at that he did
-not know what the preachers were talking about.

Many - individuals think  that" discipline in the
church ‘has to do exclusively with the withdrawal

of fellowship from the ungodly. This is a sad mis-

take. It is true that excommunication from the
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fellowship is a part of discipline, but it is a very
small part of it, and is only the ultimate of discipline,

_or, that is, discipline carried to its final act, insofar

as the church is able to administer it.

Discipline means, “Mental or moral training; edu-
cation; subjection to control; regulation; chastise-
ment.” If you are ever inclined to make such a
sweeping statement as did the young man referred
to above, just glance at this definition. Do you
believe in mental or moral training? Do you believe
in education? Do you believe in control or regu-
lation? Then, you believe in discipline.: '

The guardhouse does not constitute the only dis-
cipline to which the soldier must submit. It is only
for those who will not submit to discipine in general!
Even the routine affairs of the soldier’s life con-
stitute a part of his discipline. He learns to arise
at a certain time each morning; he learns to make

~his bed; he learns to use his weapon; to march in

unison; to work in harmony with others.

Just so, every act of our Christian life, is a part
of the discipline to which we must submit. Our
attendance at the worship service of the church, our
participation in the edification meetings, our study
of the Word even when we are tired, our conquest
of evil habits which, have formerly held us in their
grasp: these are all part of our training, our mental
and sp1r1tual education. It is only when men will
not study the Word, when they refuse to attend the

- sérvices of the church, when they maintain the evil

habits of their worldly days, that they become sub-
jects of the public discipline of the church. It should
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be remembered always that PUBLIC DISCIPLINE
is applied only to those who will not PERSONALLY
DISCIPLINE themselves. There could be no public
discipline administered if all were careful to dis-
cipline themselves.

' : OUR SUBJECT
This book is not intended to be a “Book of Dis-
cipline” for the church. There can be but one book
" of discipline, the inspired Word of God. In it God,
through-the Holy Spirit, has revealed unto us all
that is essential to doctrine, reproof, correction, and
instruction in righteousness (2 Timothy 3: 16).
We do not intend herein to cover every phase of
the discipline of the Christian life. To do so, we
wouid need to reproduce the New Testament in its

. - entirety, and without alteration, modification, addi-

tion or subtraction. - This would be absurd, since we
already have the New Testament.
We shall deal primarily with the corrective phases
of discipline.” God has laid down for us certain great
 and abiding principles. He has not always given
_us the minute details for application of these to
_each specific case. In such matters, we must utilize
the judgment and intelligence, with which ‘we have
been furnished. We cannot legislate, we cannot
make laws. But we must apply the laws of ‘God in
a way consistent to the Christian walk, always bear-
ing in mind such scnptures asl Cor1nth1ans 14: 40 H
Romans 14: 22, and kindred passages.” ' .-
In order to be faithful to God, the church must
. obey the commands that have been given to it; not
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just those which are easy to fulfil, but ALL of
the commands. No congregation can merit God’s
approval unless it cleanses itself as far as possible
from sin. It must remove from its fellowship and
communion those who refuse to walk orderly be-
fore the Lord. A refusal to do this, means that the
Lord will disfellowship the congregation, that is,
he “will remove the candlestick out of its place.” -

* It is with a fervent desire to see the churches of
Christ merit the approval of our Father above, that
we send forth these messages. It is obvious that
we cannot answer all of the questions that will be
asked on this important subject. Perhaps the dis-
cussions which will be provoked by the things herein
written, will work for good by causing many to
“search the Scriptures daily to see if these things
be s0.” Such an attitude is characteristic of the
nobility of God. Let us diligently pursue our study
of what God demands of each of us. Then let us
put into practice the divine requirements.
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- PERSONAL OFFENCES

The New Testament teaches that there are two
kinds of offences which become matters of church
discipline. These are public and private oﬂe!{ces
The manner of handling each of these is prescribed
in principle, and because of the nature of them,
the methods differ in their incipiency. The' terms
“offence” and “‘trespass” are used interchangeably

“in Luke 17:1-4, thus it is scriptural to refer to

“public and pnvate offences” or to “public and per-
sonal trespasses.”

Private offences are those which dlrectly affect
individuals only, and such as are known to mdwu}-
uals only in their origin. When a private injur_y is
made public and becomes known promiscuously and

. generally, it passes from the realm of a private to
" that of a public offence. Herein lies the wisdom of

the Father in making such a definite distinction in
the two, for all of the regulations with reference
to private offences have been given in order to keep
them from becoming public.

The reasons for limiting private oﬁences in scope,
and of providing. for their settlement before they
reach the public notice, are these:

I/ (1) To make for ease of adjustment of the diffi-

culty. The more people who become entangled in an
aﬁalr, ‘the more’ involved it becomes. 'Further, hu-
man nature being what it is,:the great danger of
partiality and factionism entermg to offset a per-
manent settlement increases according to the ratio

of those who are informed:secretly by each of the

PERSONAL OFFENCES 25

principals in the case. Two men might get together
and settle a case of offence in a few minutes, but if
even their families have been informed of the tres-
pass, many complications could arise. Inasmuch as
it is the purpose of God to have us dwell together in
the unity of the Spirit, and keep the bond of peace
(Eph. 4:3), that method which most quickly pro-
vides for the forgiveness of an injury is best. i
v (2) To limit the influence of the trespass on the
lives of weaker brethren. The church is made up of
both strong and weak. In every congregation there
are those who have recently accepted Christ. Their
knowledge is limited and they are still in the swad-
dling-clothes of their initial obedience. Qur desire
in all things should be to build them up. Anything
which would not be for their edification should be
avoided. In order to carry out this idea, considera-
tion must be given those who are immature in the
Christian life. “We then that are sirong ought to
-bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please
ourselves. Let every one of us please his neighbor
for his good to edification” (Romans 15:1; 2). Our
duty toward the fainthearted is to extend comfort,
. and toward the weak to lend support (1 Thess. 5:
14).. We, should carefully avoid anything which
might discourage them until they are strong enough
to bear the full measure of Christian responsibility.
In almost every case of church trouble, there are '
those who have become disheartened, and have fallen
- out by the way. They reason that if brethren who
have been in the family of God for so many years
‘cannot adjust their differences and show a spirit
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of brotherly love, there is little use of them attempt-
ing to manifest the life of the Master. It is quite
apparent that if every private injury were made
the subject of public discussion and trial, the church.
would be continually in an uproar, and few indeed’
would be able to keep confidence amidst such a con-
sistent storm. It is a truly wonderful provision
which has been made for settling private offences
in private.

.~ (8) To keep the church from being distracted
from its major task of saving humanity. The mis-
sion of the One Body is the same as that of its
founder, it is “to seek and save the lost.” While
Jesus was on earth, “one of the company said unto
him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the
inheritance with me. And he said unto him, Man

. . who made me a judge or a divider over you?” (Luke
" 12:18, 14). It appears that the church in many

instances has spent years and exhausted its efforts

in attempting to adjust difficulties, many of which

should never have been called to its attention.
When a matter of private offence is broached to
the overseers of the church it is not their duty or
privilege to inquire into the matter immediately.
Rather, it is their obligation to inquire if the scrip-
tural procedure has been followed by the aggrieved
party. If it has not; he should be forthwith in-
structed to carry out the commands relative to serip-

tural adjustment of private injuries, and until those

commands are obeyed, the matter is not the concern
of the church as such.
+»~ (4) To keep the worldi from blasphemmg ‘the
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gospel of Christ. The enemies of the church are
constantly on the alert. They are watching the con-
duct of the members, not for their good, but for the
overthrow of the gospel. Nothing pleases Satan
more than to be able to sow discord among brethren,
‘and to create confusion among those who have pre-

.viously worked together in one accord. While it is

true that it is impressive upon the world for the
church to exclude someone who is guilty of a public -
sin, it ig just as true that it is harmful before the
world for members to parade their petty accusa-
tions against each other in public. It is affirmed by
the Scriptures that “tattlers and busybodies, speak-
ing things which they ought not” tend to “give occa-
ston to the adversary to speak reproachfully” (1
Timothy 5: 18, 14). One of the reasons for the regu-

“lation of the private conduct of all of us, is “that the

word of God be not blasphemed” (Titus 2:5). ‘
God’s arrangement being what it is, he who makes

..puhblic a private offence, without applying all cor-

rective remedies, violates God’s law and thwarts the
divine purpose. His sin may become greater than
the original offence against him. It is amazing how

" members of the Body will side-step the divine pro-

visions. Only those who love the church more than
personal vindication _will suffer in silence.

/ We know of a sister in the church who called up

at least six persons on the telephone, and told them
everyone the details of what had been done toward

- her by another sister in the church. In every case,

she closed her conversation with the warning, “Don’t

' _tell anyone about this yet, because you know it’'s a
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private offence, and I suppose I'll have to talk with
her about it first.”

This case is not more ridiculous than that of the
preacher who wrote up one of his brethren in a
religious paper and circulated it far and wide to
members, non-members and sectarians. When ap-
-proached on the matter by some of the brethren, he
told them that it was none of their business, for it
was a. personal affair between himself and the
-brother, although he had never previously spoken
to the brother about most of the accusations he made.
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action is mamfested in two Words, “Go” and “Tell.”
The direction of the action is from the offended to
the offender, that is, it is made obligatory upon the
offended to go to the offender, and when he arrives,
to tell the offender of his fault. This is very plain,
and rightfully so, since all may become offended at
some time in their lives, and the law governing the
action must be specific and couched in no ambiguous
terms.

The method of adjustment is set forth by one
word “alone.” This forbids positively the circulation

of the fault by the offended, prior to the time he
has gone to his brother and told him of the matter.
How many times this has been violated in the past.

_—
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.~/ * 'THE LAW FOR PERSONAL OFFENCES
“Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against

ooy

thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him
alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy

, . brother.

But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee
one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three
witnesses. every word may be established.
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As always, when God’s law is trampled upon, suffer-
ing must result!

The purpose of the action and method is expressed
in the words .“gain thy brother.” Of utmost im-
portance is it to remember that this motive should
be ever predominant in our negotiations. Whatever

TR

therefore is necessary to gain our brother without
compromising God’s Word, should be empioyed. This
necessitates love, kindness, forbearance, and the
other virtues which are so much a part of the Chris-

“And if he shall neglect to-hear them, tell it unio
the church: but if he shall neglect to hear the church,
let him be unto-thee as an heathen man and a pub-
lican” (Matthew 18: 15-17).

N

Inasmuch as this is the basic law govermng ad-
justment of personal injuries, it will be well - to
analyze it.' Correct analysis demands that we deter-

mine the subjects, action, direction of the action,’
method and purpose.  All of these are set forth in -

* the very first sentence. The subjects (persons) in-
volved ‘are brethren in'relationship, and they are
two in number: the offender, the offended. The

S

“tian life. - When you gain a brother you make a

friend ; when you lose him you make an enemy.

It may Dbe asked a5 to what is expected of the

offender in order to make proper adjustment of
the-case, and to restore a feeling of amity with the

. “offended. This depends upon the nature of the fault.

Sometimes it occurs that offence is the result of mis-
understanding. This requires only a thorough
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EXPLANATION producing a consequent under-
standing. . ‘
One of his neighbors reports to A, that Brother B
told him that A had not read his Bible all summer.
The neighbor adds that B surely does not have
a very high regard for the status of A, as a Chris-
tian. Upon hearing this, A goes to B immediately,
and asks if it is true.that he told the neighbor. that

he had not read his Bible all summer. B readily -

- acknowledges that he did so, and adds, “I told him
that you had not read your Bible all summer b_ecause
the condition of your eyes would not permit it, and
I also expressed my regret, because I know how
much comfort the Word has been to you in the past.
However, the thing I'had in mind especially was the
fact that we miss your public teaching so much, al}d

. I have always-had the highest regard for your abil-

" - ity in explaining the teachings of the Book.” Cer-

tainly such an explanation should correct any false
impression, and be acceptable without even a request
for forgiveness, since B is not really at fault, but
the offense was actually in the construction placed
- upon his words by thé neighbor." . o
. Often, however, the case demands genuine repen-
tance upon. the part. of the offender; for Where.an
obvious fault exists, there must be a reformation
and request for forgiveness. Let me state an actual
case which came under my observation: C
A and B were members of the same congregation,

" and both were members of the local schoolboard for

a rural district.. When the time came to secure a
teacher for the coming year, A was very insistent
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that the wife of his brother be given the position.
B, having known of the inefficiency of the woman in

- & previous school, and realizing that she had been
dismissed because of her lack of ability to maintain
discipline, opposed the suggestion of A very strenu-
ously. With the aid of the third member of the
board, who was not a Christian, ke secured another
teacher.

This action incensed A to a high degree, and re-
sulted in his writing an insulting letter to B, who
took it and went to the home of A to effect some sort
of reconciliation. He requested an acknowledgement
of error from his brother, but was arrogantly re-

~ fused. In this instance, a change of heart followed
by a request for forgiveness was certainly in order.’
I regret to say that it was not thus adjusted and
eventually A had to be excluded from the fellowship
of the church, by reason of his conduct.

.~ Where a direct loss results to the offended through
a fault of the offender, restitution is required. A
mere acknowledgment of wrong without subsequent
restitution is not sufficient. It is true that the
offended may waive the restitution, or suffer himself

- . to be defrauded, but it is a belief of the writer that

true repentance includes restitution where such is
demanded. It is a part of the “fruits worthy of re-

~ pentance”. (Matthew 3: 8).

.~ Brethren X and Y live on adjoining farms. Y -
sends his son to borrow a tractor from X to use in
-his fall plowing. The son breaks a part on the
tractor but returns it to the premises of X without
informing him of the fact. When X goes out to use



















































































































































































































