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In considering the great question concerning the ori- 
gin, duty and destiny of man, and concernsing the Church 
which Christ established, the first thing to settle is that 
respecting the divine origin of the Scriptures. If the 

. Bible is not divine, it has no claim on man; if it is, it has 
every claim. We immediately set ourselves to the task 
of proving from the prophecies, atonement, and unity of 
the Sacred Writings, that the Bible came from God'be- 
cause it could not possibly have come from man. 

I. THE PROPHECIES O F  THE IIlBLE SHOW THAT IT IS A 
DIVINE BOOK. .' 

The prophecies of the Bible have been produced from. 
time to time to show that the writers of that book must 
have @en guided by some divine mind. There .are 
prophecies in both the Old and New Testaments which - 
show beyond a doubt that the writers were inspired of 
God. I t  is not our purpose in this essay to notice all 
these prophecies and their fulfillment, .but we shall notice 

1 
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one ~vhich foretells the main features of the gospel. The 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah is undoubtedly a prophecy of 
Christ in his huinility, sufferings and death, and can not 
be successfully contradicted by the disbeliever in the 
Bible. That this prophecy was written long before 
Christ came into the world must be admitted by every 
infidel who knows the facts in the case. A translation 
of the entire Old Testament into Greek was made more 
than two hundred years before Christ, and this transla- 
tioli called the Septuagint contains this chapter. As no 
one so far as I have been able to tell has ever tried td 
show that this prophecy of Isaiah was written after the 
events which it portrays, I do not spend any time in try- 
ing to show that this is the case. Let us go directly, 
then, to the prophecy and note each verse to see if it does 
not exactly correspond with the history of Jesus of 
Nazareth. I follow the American Revised in the transla- 
tion. 

Verse 1. "Who hath believed our message, and to 
whom liath the arm'of Jehovah been revealed?" Isaiah 
here classes himself with the herald of Christ. The first 
question here is rhetorical and brings out the idea of the' 

: fewness of those who would accept the Savior. I n  com- 
parison with the vast number who refused to follow him 
there were few. In  the second question the expression 
"arm of Jehovah" denotes his power. The idea is, Who 
hath rightly perceived the omnipotence of God in sending 
the Messiah into the world? 

V. 2. "For he grew up before him as a tender plant, - and as a root out of a dry ground; he  hath no form nor 
comeliness; and when we shall see him there is no beauty 
that we should desire him!' This verse shows why the 
people did not receive the divine message of Christ and 
why they did not see in this humble man of Nazareth 
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the Messiah. The conquerors of the earth crush down 
everything that hinders their progress, but the Messiah 
was to be as harmless as a tender plant. The Messiah's 
coming from humble parents like Joseph and Mary was 
as unexpected as a root springing out of a dry ground. 
There was nothing in the form and features of Christ to 
recommend him to  the people. 

V. 3. "He was despised and rejected of men ; a man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief;  and as one from. 
whom men hide their face he was despised; and we 
esteemed him not." I t  seems that it is hard to obtain 
the exact idea of the original Hebrew in one part of this 
Gerse. The rendering here, -however, seems to be the 
best, and some think that i t  is an allusion to a man who 
has the leprosy, from whom the people turn away as they 
will from Christ. H e  was despised because of his hum- 
ble parentage. H e  was rejected of men in one instance 
when because of his teachings the multitudes turned 
away and he  asked in sadness of his disciples, "Will ye 
also go  away?" H e  was a man of sorrows, for we see 
him weeping over Jerusalem. 

V. 4. "Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried 
our  sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten 
of God and afflicted." The sins of the world. were 
thrown upon Jesus, and for nearly two thousand years 
his followers have been throwing their sorrows upon 
him, inasmuch as Paul has said that we should throw 
our  cares upon him, for he  careth for us. Many of the 
unbelieving Jews looked upon Jesus as he was dying on 
the cross and considered that his death was a just retribu- 
tion for his sacrilegious claim to be a messenger from 
heaven. "If he is the Son of God, let him come down 
from the cross and we will believe on him." They con- 
sidered that he was smitten of God. 

, 
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V. 5. "But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed." The punishment, or  chastisement, was laid upon 
Christ that we might have peace. I n  what stronger way 
could the prophet express the atonement of Jesus? 

V. 6. "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid 
on him the iniquity o f  us all." T l ~ e  Jewish people had 
certainly gone astray when Christ came. They had sub- 
stituted the doctrines of men for the commandments of 
God. They were divided into proud sects. 

V. 7. "He was oppressed, yet when he was afflicted 
he opened not his mouth; as a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep that before its shearers is dumb, 
so he opened not his mouth." Does not this esactly 
portray Jesus in his trial before Pilate? H e  never 
opened his mouth in defense of himself, trying to escape 
death at  the hands of his enemies. 

V.8. "By oppression and judgment he was taken 
aw&; and as for his generation, who among them .con- 
sidered that he was cut off out of the land of the living 
for the transgression of my people to  whom the stroke 
was due?" This revised rendering seems to  convey bet- 
ter the thought of the original. By oppression and the 
authority of the rulers he was condemned to die, and none 
of those who were instrumental in putting him to death 
considered that he was dying for,the people. * 

V. 9. "And, they made his grave with the wicked, 
and with a rich man in his death ; although he had done 
no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth." Jesus 
died between two thieves and was finally buried in the 
tomb of theirich man, Joseph of Arimathea. H e  was 
crucified with robbers, although he had robbed no one. 

nor done any other ,violence. From the history of Jesus, 
as found in the gospel records, no one can find that he 
ever used any deceit or  anything else unworthy of the 
deity which he was. 

V. 10. "Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he 
hath put him to grief; when thou shalt make his soul 
an offering for sin, he  shall see his seed, h e  sl~all prolong 
his days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in 
his hands." When Jesus gave himself as a sin offering , 

he could think of the untold millions of children which 
' 

would be given to him as his seed, washed in the blood 
of the Lamb. Well could Jesus say, "Behold, I and the 
children whom God Iiath given me." (Heb. 2: 13.) The 
priests under the old covenant presented their offerings 
for sin for a little while, but Christ will prolong his days 
and be a priest forever after the order of hlelchisedec. 
What Jehovah wants to be clone for men will be done 
tllrough Christ, for all a~~ thor i ty  in heaven and Garth 
was given into his hands. 

V. 11. . "I-Ie shall see of the travail of his soul, and 
shall be satisfied; by the knowledge of hinlself shall my 
righteous servant justify many; and he shall bear their 
iniquities." Jehovah will see the sufferings of Christ 
, and be satisfied with the atonement. By a knowledge of 
' Christ- shall many be justified. 

V. 12. "Therefore will he divide him a portion with 
the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out his soul unto death, and was num- 
bered with the transgressors." Jesus Christ occupies the 
highest place among the great ones of the earth, and the 
spoil which consists of the strength of the nations has 
been given to him in part, because he gave his life for 
his cause and suffered himself to be classed with the 
evil ones o f  earth. Although Jesus is classed with the 



6 THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

great ones of earth, it is not because of great earthly 
things which he did, but because he took away the sin 
of the world, and by his whole life and death interceded 
for the wrong-doers. 

Now as we look at  this prophecy of  Isaiah concerning 
the humiliation, life and death of the Messiah, I do not 
see how any one can gather together in the same com- 

I pass more vivid language concerning the man of Naza- e 

reth. Does not this prophecy mean something? What 
are the unbelievers going to do with i t? I t  is one of the 
many rocks upon which they are falling and being broken 
to pieces. I t  is not sufficient ground to throw away the 
Bible hecause one can find some passages which he does 
not understand and which seem to be contradictory; the 
skeptic must also show how it was that Isaiah could fore- 
tell the things which we have just considered without 
being inspired of God. This fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, 
together with the many prophecies in both the Old and 
New Testaments, show us .beyond a doubt that some 
parts of the Bible at least must have come from a divine 
being; and as it is impossible to separate these parts from 
the rest of the Bible we certainly have good testimony 
that the whole volume came from God. 

11. THE IDEA OF THE ATONEMENT AS EXHIBITED IN THE 

INSTITUTION O F  ANIMAL SACRlFICES, SHOWS THAT 

' 11 THE BIBLE IS DIVINE. 

The atonement of Jesus Christ has in the past been a 
stumbling block to many skeptics who boast that they are 
governed by reason, and no doubt it will be a stumbling 
block to many more ,in the future. The idea that one 
being can die for the sins of another, and that this idea 
originated with the Supreme Being above who is well 
pleased with such a sacrifice, is a thought which is ab- 

that this doctrine of the atonement is'unworthy of the 
great God above, then there are some hard things for 
the skeptic to explain. The idea of the atonement is 
found in all the animal sacrifices which have ever' been 

' offered, and if this thought did not come to the nations . 
from God by tradition, whence and how came i t ?  The 
idea has deceived all nations, for all have had sacrifices. 
This is a subject worthy of our  deepest consideration, 
so let us enter it a little more fully. 

The offering of  animals in sacrifice to God was one 
of the most prominent features of the Jewish religion. 
From the beginning of their traditions, which i s  in fact 
from the beginning of the Bible, the anima! sacrifice is 
pre-eminently conspicuous. The first- mention of the 
matter is in the story of Cain and Abel. I t  is not said 
in that connection that God told these men to offer ani- 
mal sacrifices, because, no doubt, of the concisenesss of 
the history. The fact that God' was displeased with 
vegetables as a sacrifice shows that he mnst have told 
these men what to offer. By reasoning from other parts 
of the Scriptures, we learn positively that he told them. 
what to present to him. "By faith AbeI offered unto 
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain", (Heb. 11 : 4), 
and as  "faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God", (Rom. 10: 17), it is evident that he offered his 
sacrifice by hearing the word of God on the matter of 
sacrifices and by doing it. 

But why, we may ask, did God command that the . 
offering of animal sacrifices be the principal feature of 
the ancient worship to him? It was riot according to a 
whim of the deity that he did, but according t o  a well- 
fixed plan. H e  wished these animal sacrifices to be types 
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it1 the person of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who 
would take away the sin of the world. The body of 

- every animal offered pointed forward to the body of 
Christ which was to be mangled on the  cross, and the 
blood of every victim pointed forward to his blood which 
was to be shed for the sins of the people. God was not 
pleased with the vegetables which Cain offered to him 
because he  had not commanded it, and because anything 
in religious matters which he had not commanded marred 
the unity in the parts of the great plan which he was 
giving to the world. 

The ancestors of the Hebrews offered animal sacri- 
fices like Abel throughout the Patriarchal age; and 
throughout the Jewish age we find the same kind of sac- 
rifices being offered. Millions upon millions of animals 
wcre slain by the Jews and their ancestors from the 
be'ginning of time till the days of Jesus, and each sacri- 

, fice was a witness testifying concerning the great Sacri- 
fice which God intended to send into, the world. What a 
wonderful plan was this which God was telling about in . the millions of slain animals on Jewish and Patriarchal 
altars Lhrough four thousand years ! 

When we read the history-of the other nations of 
antiquity we find that tlte central feature of their worship 
has consisted like that of the Jews and patriarchs in 
the offering of animals upon altars as a propitiatio~l 
to their gods. No matter what nation we read of in 
ancient history, and in fact no matter what,settled heathen 
nation we read of'today, we find in them all the altar 
and the sacrifice' The Chaldeans, the Assyrians, the 

. Babylonians, the Egyptians, the Medes and Persians, the 
Grecians, tlte Romans, etc., etc., all had their worship 
fo  their gods, and in their worship had the sacrifice as 
'the nucleus of all the rest. Some of the nations hi;e 
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had such a high estimate of the animal sacrifice that they 
have thought that they should offer that which was the 
dearest to the human heart, and so some have offered 
human beings as a propitiation to their gods. W e  have 
read in the Bible of how some of the nations which sur- 
rounded the Jews offered their children in sacrifice to 
their god Molech, and how the Jews patterned after their 
idolatrous neighbors and thus brought upon themselves 
the wrath of God. W e  have read, too, of the Druids 
in northern Europe who likewise offered human beings 
in sacrifice to their gods. We  remember likewise how 
the Spaniards, when they came to America, found the 
native inhabitants of Mexico offering human beings in 
sacrifice. Even today in some foreign lands is human 
blood shed to propitiate the gods of the worshippers. 
I n  India the woman throws her child to the crocodiles, 
thinking that the deity is well pleased with such a sac- 
rifice, and the fanatical clc~~otee of the god Juggernaut 
throws himself under the turning wheels as his idol is 
hauled along. Surely the idea of atonement, or  propi- 
tiation, is firmly fised in the religion of nations when all 
of them will offer animal sacrifices as the central feature 
of their worship, and some of the people in these na- 
tions will offer their loved childrcn or  even themselves 
in their fanaticism as an offering to their deity! 

And now it is important, since we have seen the uni- 
versality in reiigion of the animal sacrifice, that me in- 
quire as to its origin. Did this idea of offering an ani- 
mal in sacrifice to propitiate a divine being originate 
with God or  man? W e  must admit that it came from 
one or  the other. All nations have a religion, all relig- 
ions of any great following have an animal sacrifice, and 
all animal sacrifices bring out ti+ idea of atonement. 
N o w  this idea of atonement where one thing in religion 
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dies for another, is a thought, says the skeptic, which 
is absurd. Since, then, all nations have this idea, we 
ask the infidel to explain to us whence it came. If it 
did not come from God, as he will say, then i t  certainly 
must have come 'from man. All nations have firmly 
clung to this idea and must have been following their 
own notions and reasoning when they first inaugurated 
the system of animal sacrifices. Taking the horn of the 
dilemma which the infidel must take, and putting to- 
gether the facts which we have thus far learned, we have 
the following propositions and conclusions : All na- 
tions have had a religion; all religions have had the in- 
stitution of animal sacrifice; all animal sacrifices have in 
them the idea of atonement, o r  one thing dying for an- 
other; this idea of atonement is absurd and did not 
come from God and hence must have come from man; 
man, when he inauguratecl this system, was following 
his reason ; hence, our final conclusion must be that the 
Reason of euhiclr the irzfidcl boasts so mrrclt has dcceived 
practically the whole Ittintan race irr tcachirrg them that 
there is ato~rmzcrtt irt arrirrral sacrifices zalrerz tlrere is 
nolte there, ajld 1ze1tcc i t  i s  tmreliable as a p i d e  to ally 
nrccrc iu ally particdar. When the infidel says that the idea 
of atonement did not come from God, this is the logical 
conclusion which he must reach. Let him, then, estri- 
cate himself from the absurdities of his own position 
before he asks us to throw away the doctrine of the 
Bible that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the world. 
"If weak thy faith, why choose the harder side?" Fa r  
easier is it to believe that the doctrine of atonement a s  
exhibited in animal sacrifices culminating in the great 
sacrifice of Christ came from God and was scattered by 
tradition among the nations of the world, than to be- 
lieve with the infidel tha t  the doctrine is absurd and un- 

h i m  b y  this belief to the abnwd comlusio~r that no c o w  
fidence at all colt be placed irr t!ze reaso&g of man. 

111. THE UNITY O F  T R E  BIBLE .\ PROOF OF ITS DIVINE 

ORIGIN. 

If  the Bible did not come from God then i t  is in- 
cumbent on the infidel to show how it comes that there 
is a unity of design pervading the whole volume. There 
is one family in the Bible, one Person and one though:. 
That family is the family or  nation of Christ; that Per- 
son is Christ himself, and that thought is the salvation 
which he was to bring and did bring to the world. All 
other families, persons and thoughts cluster incidentally 
or  designedly to these three. Everything in the Old 
Testament points directly or  indirectly to Christ, and 
everything in the New Testament points back to him. 
The Bible is composed of many books, yet it is really 
one book having one theme. What is said of the states 
of America and the Union as a whole map be said of the 
Bible,-E Plr~ribrrs U~rttrrz, one from many. This unity 
of design in the Bible can not be explained on any other 
ground than that the Bible is divine. 

Every book in the Old Testament treats directly or  
indirectly of the Jewish nation. Genesis tells of the ori- 
gin of that nation and of the entire human race. Abra- 
ham, the father of the Hebrew people, and .Isaac, his 
son, and Jacob, his grandson, are brought prominently 
into view. Exodus tells us how the Jewish people were 
led out of their Egyptian bondage. Leviticus, Numbers 
and Deuteronomy tell of  their wanderings in the wilder- 
ness, their laws and their obedience and their disobedi- 

' ence to God. Joshua and Judges tell of the entrance 
into the promised land and of the faith and perseverence 
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of the Hebrews through a period of about four hundred 
years. The book of Ruth beautifully tells of the faith- 
fulness bf a Moabitish woman to her Jewish mother-in- 
law, Ruth becoming an ancestor of Christ. The books 
of Samuel tell of the prophet whose name is attached to 
the books, and of Saul and David, the first two kings of 
Israel. The books of Kings tell of the rulers of the 
two kingdoms of the Jews from the time of David to the 
Babylonian captivity, and the books of Chronicles are 
records and history of the.Hebrew nation from the be- 
ginning of time till the destruction of Jerusalem. Ezra 
and Nehemiah tell of the rebuilding of Jerusalem and 
of the trials which the Jews had to undergo at that time. 
Esther tells how these despised people while in captiv- 
ity were saved from extermination by the efforts of a 
godly woman. The book of Job is Hebrew podry and 
tells of a patriarch of whom litile mention is made else- 
where. Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song of 
Solon~on are the poetical works of this one nation. 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and all the other major and 
the mino;. books of prophecy tell of tile nlen of God who 
tried to lead Israel back to the law of Moses, and who 
foretold future events in the life of the Jewish people and 
kindred nations. Thus as we take a brief review of the 
books in the Old Testament, we see that they all refer 
directly or indirectly to the one nation through which 
God was carrying out the great plan of redemption. 

NOW in this one nation portrayed in the Old Testa- 
ment, there is one Person who is seen through it all. R 
Deliverer and a Redeemer is seen throughout the his- 
tory of the Hebrew people. No sooner had man sinned 
than a promise was made of the Messiah. "The seed 
of the woman", said God, "shall bruise the serpent's 
head", meaning thereby, as commentators generally say, 

and upon his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold 
it with justice and with righteousness from henceforth 
even for ever." (Is. 9: 6,7.) In Isaiah 53, a chapter 
which we have already considered in detail, that prince 
of prophets again speaks of the Savior in his life, suffer- . 
ing and death. And Malachi, the last of the Old Testa- 
ment prophets, points the people to the "sun of right- 
eousness" who would arise with healing in his beams. 
What an array of prophetic testimony is this! Through 
all the centuries preceding the advent of Jesus they EM 
looked forward with longing eyes to the great deliverer 
who they believed would come. Even yet the orthodox 
Jews are looking for a redeemer. W e  see, then, clearly 
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that the object of the Old Testament is to portray one 
nation and one person, Jesus a Savior. 

And now we come to the one thought pervading the 
whole of the Bible. The idea of the atonement is a n  
idea running through the entire Jewish Scriptures. The 1 

prophet Isaiah spoke graphically of Jesus as an offering 
to God when he said, "As a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep that before its shearers is 
dumb, so he opened not his mouth." All.of the official 
animal sacrifices of the Old Testament )pointed forward 
to ' the great Sacrifice. The body of the victim pointed 
to the body of Christ which was broken on the cross, and 
the blood of the victim pointed to his blood which was 
to take away the sin of tlle world. lLIillions upon mil- 
lions of sacrifices were offered on Patriarchal and Jew- 
ish altars, and each one of them told of the coming of- 
fering of Jesus. As we think of the millions of animals 
sacrificed at the command of God, we understand what 
the inspired man meant when he declared that Christ "is 
a lamb slain from the foundation of the world." H e  
was slain in type in the animal sacrifices from the be- 
ginning of time. How fittingly did these sacrifices typify 

.. the sufferings and death of Christ tipon the cross! 
Since Jesus has died, the animal sacrifices have been 

abolished in authority and in their place has been put 
the Lord's Supper which points us back to the atone- 
ment of Christ as the animal sacrifices pointed forward 

. to it. The bread when it is broken points back to the 
body of Christ which was broken on the cross, and the 

w 

fruit of the vine points back to the blood of Jesus which 
was shed for the remission of sins. The Lord's Supper 
is seen today in every nation which can claim to be a 
nation. These two institutions-the sacrifice of the Old 
Testament and the Lord's Supper of the New-bring 
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together a t  the foot of the cross the millions of believers 
who lived before tlle tragedy on Calvary's hill and the 
miliions who have lived since that great event. 

What a unity and symmetry is this which we find 
in the parts of  the Bible! Everything in the Old 
Testament points forward to the cross, and everything 
in the New Testament points backward to-it. I n  the 
Old Testament there is one nation, the Jewish; one 
Person, the Messiah; and one thought, the atonement. 
Everything in the New Testament shows the fulfillment 
of the things foretold in the Old. Through Adam we 
lost an earthly paradise; through Christ we gain a 
heavenly. Through the first man we lost the tree of 
life on earth; through the second we gain it back in 
heaven. Through the one came sin and sorrow and 
death; through the other purity and joy and life. The 
paradise lost and the paradise regained is the theme of 
the greatest epic poem in the English language as well 
a s  the theme of God .in the Bible. Milton sang: 

Of man's first disobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe, 
With loss of Eden-till one greater Man 
Restore us, and regain the blissful seat. 

This unity in the Bible should be sufficient to con- 
vince any reasoning man that the book is divine. And 
yet there are some who say that the Bible did not come 
from God, although they will admit that i t  is a good 
book. Now we must recognize, dear reader, that there 
IS no middle ground which we can occupy in our  belief 
concerning the Bible. W e  must admit that it came 
from God o r  that i t  came from the prince of evil. Hun- 
dreds and perhaps thousands of times the expression, or  
its equivalent, "The Lord spake unto me, saying," is 
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that the object of the Old Testament is to portray one 
nation and one person, Jesus a Savior. 

And now we come to the one thought pervading the 
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prophet Isaiah spoke graphically of Jesus as an  offering 
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fering of Jesus. As we think of the millions of animals 
sacrificed at the command of God, we understand what 
the inspired man meant when he declared that Christ "is 
a lamb slain from the foundation of the world." H e  
was slain in type in the animal sacrifices from the be- 
ginning of time. How fittingly did these sacrifices typify 
the sufferings and death of Christ upon the cross! 

Since Jesus has died, the animal sacrifices have been 
abolished in authority and in their place has been put 
the Lord's Supper which points us back to the atone- 
ment of Christ as the animal sacrifices pointed forward 
to it. The bread when it is broken points back to the 
body of Christ which was broken on the cross, and the 
fruit of the vine points back to the blood of Jesus which 
was shed for the remission of sins. The Lord's Supper 
is seen today in every nation which can claim to be a 
nation. These two institutions-the sacrifice of the Old 
Testament and the Lord's Supper of the New-bring 
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together a t  the foot of the cross the millions of believers 
who lived before the tragedy on Calvary's hill and the 
millions who have lived since that great event. 

What a unity and symmetry is this which we find 
in the parts of the Bible! Everything in the Old 
Testament points forward to the cross, and everything 
in the New Testament points backward to-it.  In  the 
Old Testament there is one nation, the Jewish; one 
Person, the Messiah; and one thought, the atonement. 
Everything in the New Testament shows the fulfillment 
of the things foretold in the Old. Through Adam we 
lost an earthly paradise; through Christ we gain a 
heavenly. Through the first man we lost the tree of 
life on earth;  through the second we gain i t  back in 
heaven. Through the one came sin and sorrow and 
death; through the other purity and joy and life. The 
paradise lost and the paradise regained is the theme of 
the greatest epic poem in the English language as well 
as the theme of God in the Bible. Milton sang: 

Of man's first disobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe, 
With loss of Eden-till one greater Man 
Restore us, and regain the blissful seat. 

This unity in the Bible should be sufficient to con- 
vince any reasoning man that the book is divine. And 
yet there are some who say that the Bible did not come 
from God, although they will admit that i t  is a good 
book. Now we must recognize, dear reader, that there 
is no middle ground which we can occupy in our  belief 
concerning the Bible. W e  must admit that it came 
from God o r  that i t  came from the prince of evil. Hun- 
dreds and perhaps thousands of times the expression, or  
its equivalent, "The Lord spake unto me, saying," is 
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found in the Bible. Now if it is true that  the Lord 
did not speak to these men, then they were the greatest 

* set of falsifiers the world has ever seen. The infidel 
cannot regard the Bible as a good book, if he says that 
it did not come from God. 

See what further difficulties the skeptic encounters 
d ~ e n  he denies that this unity of the Bible shows that 
it is divine. His position is practically this: About forty  
me12, s o ~ ~ t e  of them liviitg 1,500 years aport, and ~rzost of 
them ttevcr havillg heard of the otlrers, all separately 

' 

a ~ t d  accidenfally rwrite books rwhicli wkeu  they are put 
toget l~er form o m  grand l~annor~ions rwlzole, w i th  o m  
 tati ion, o m  Perso11 atld one tko~rgllt statrdillg out p r o w  
itlently itt the 1r1tifed v o l ~ r a ~ c ;  artd aN tlzvs cottsPire to- 
gether zwitl~ol~t a cotrspiracy to deceive the whole world - aud to give iicattki~td a qvtenn of worals and religiott 
rwl~iclt i s  bctter thml all the otller sysfests  contbitled; all 
of tltcse ii~cil s11oztGng at tltc sui)tc tilite a -dllirzgt~ess to 
die, and sorrte of tltena actually doing it, for the decefitio1t 
they arc paliiriitg o f f  0 1 1  tltc rworld. H e  that can believe 
this sl~oulcl not talk about the credulity of the Christian 
or any other religious character in all the world. When 
the reasonable man thinks of this unity of the Bible and 
remembers that the book was written by so many differ- 
ent men in different ages of the world, his only conclu- 
sion can be that the Bible is the work  of God because i t  
cozdd not be the rwork of mart. 

CONCLUSION. + 

NOW as we are about to close our'talk on the divine 
origin of the Bible, it is well that we take a general sur- 
vey of this book yhich Christians say has come from 
God. And is it not, after all, dear reader, the general 
view of religion, or anything else, which is the most 

important of all? The man who in business, art, war, 
politics or anything else'is able to see thk fundamentals . 
of his work and is able to support them by the parts of 
the whole is the pne who will move forward to success. 
The successful business man is not the one who is able 
to understand thoroughly some particular p ,~r t  .of his 
affairs, but the one who is able aqd often does view his 
business in general and sees the relation of the parts to 
the whole. The successful landscape painter is not the 
one who can most vividly paint a tree, a house or a 
cloud, but the one who can bring these together as a 
whole and make a general pleasing: ,impression on the 
beholder. The great politician is not the man who can 
make an oratorical speech before a great crowd, stir- 
ring them up to great enthusiasm for the moment, but 
the one who can gather and hold together till after the 
election at least, heterogenous masses of voting material. 
The great general is not the one who can make a dashing 

' 

charge and route the enemy at a particular place, but the 
one who sees things in general, as his name signifies, 
and can as a unit march against the enemy. And so 
as we take a view of the professions and occupations as 
we see them about us, we notice that the man who makes 
his business a success is the one who views his task as 
a whole and is able to cause the parts to work for the 
general purpose which is in the mind of the one who is 
planning all. 

What is true of any particular profession or occupa- 
tion is true also of life as a whole. Too many people 
are viewing life from the valley instead of the mountain 
top. While down between the hills we cannot see far, 
but are confronted continually with stones and thickets 
and briars, but from the hill-top these fade away and we 
see in the distance the beautiful country toward which 
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we are making our way. How often a great sorrow 
will-come upon a man, and he will brood and worry 
over this one event in his life till he loses sight entirely 
of his existence as a whole, and in his despair'will take 
his own life! H e  forgets all about the joys which will 
come to him in the future if he will only overcome as 
a man his great sorrow. That man makes the most of 
life who wili not permit physical, financial nor social 
disasters to discourage his spirit and cause him to lose 
sight of his existence on earth as a whole. 

Now, why, dear reader, should we not use t h e  same 
common sense in looking at  the Bible, which has come 
down to us through the centuries? If we are willing 
to view the Bible as a whole and the Christian religion 
which it teaches, the little stones and briars and thorns 
of difficulties will pale into insignificance. Compare for 
a moment belief and unbelief and see the happy effects 
of one and the baleful effects of the other. What has 
unbelief done for the world? What has it built up which 
is good? On the other hand, see what belief in Jesus 
has done for mankind. See the difference between the 
civilization of belief and unbelief! When unbelief is 
carried to its full end, men will believe that there is no 
hereafter and no punishment for evil doing, and.hence 
many of them will !ead vicious lives, making this earth 
a hell. Christianity, however, if carried to the full end 
will make this earth a heaven. Is  not this general view 
sufficient to cause you, dear reader, to regard the Bible 

- as at  least the greatest of all books? 
. Do not forget, dear friend, the grand general argu- 
ments in favor of the divinity of the' Bible, which we 
have presented. The great theme of this book is the 
atonement, and this grand idea is not only found in 
the animal sacrifices among the Jews but in all such sac- 
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rifices among all the nations, tribes and families of an- 
tiquity. Whence came this idea of one thing dying for . 
another to propitiate the anger of a deity? The antiquity 
and universality of this idea shows that it must have been 
revealed to man in the beginning. And why should rve 
pass so lightly over the prophecies of the Bible? Have 
we not seen that prophecies written long ages ago have 
been and are still being fulfilled? These prophecies alone 
should cause us to ask the solemn question, Shall I cast 
away as the work of man a book which has such strong 
evidence of inspiration? And what are we going to do 
with the grand unity which pervades the Cible? Do we 
treat that, too, with lightness? Now wl:cn we see that 
in the Bible there is prominently one nation, the one in 
which Christ was born; one Person, the Messiah of the 
Old Testament, and the Christ of the New; one thought, 
the reconciliation of the world 'to God; and when we re- 
member that these books were written by about forty 
different men, some of them living 1,500 years apart, 
and most of them never having heard of the othcrs-ow 
01113' coitc111~ion con be thnt there nuas a d k i ~ t e  milid be- 
hind it d ,  guidi~lg those weri and tcllirtg tlwtir wlmt to 
write. . 

There may be things in the Eible which may seem to 
be contradictions; but what of that? If I knew perfectly 
the original languages and all the ancient customs. 
geography, topography. etc., these all no doubt would 
vanish. There may be things about the atonement, prayer, 
origin of sin, freedom of the will, etc., which I do not 
understand. but why should these make me an unbeliever? 
There are mysteries in unbelief just the same as in be- 
lief. Why can we not say that it is the general view of 
the Bible and the Christian religion that is the wisest, 
just as we say that it is the general view of life which is 
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the best? He' that rejects the Bible because he cannot 
understand everything about the atonement, miracles, 
prayer, etc., is like the man who loses the general view 
of life and commits suicide because of some particular 
sorrow. When we are willing to lose sight of the small 
difficulties we encounter in the Bible and are ready to . 
see the grand theme which binds its many books into one 
great harmonious whole, the only reasonable conclusion 
we can reach is that THE BIBLE I S  A D I V I N E  PRO- 
DUCTION BECAUSE I T  CANNOT B E  A HUMAN 
O N E  ; I T  CAME FROM GOD BECAUSE IT COULD 
NOT POSSIBLY HAVE COME FROM MAN. 

CBAPTER II. 
THE THREE DISPENSATIONS O F  RELIGION. 

Patriarchal, Jewish and Christian Dispensations-Two for- 
mer passed away-Difference between two latter-The 
Ten Commandments-Use of the Old Testament. 

The Bible is a revelation of three religions which 
God has given to man,-the Patriarchal, the Jewish and 
the Christian. The first of these 'began with Adam and 
ended, so far as the ancestors of the Jews are concerned, 
when the law was given on Mount Sinai. The Jewish 
religion began with the giving of the law at Sinai and 
continued till the days of Christ and his apostles. The 
Christian religion then came into force and has con- 
tinued till the present time. These three different relig- 
ions mark the unfolding of thk plans of God; and the 
one who does not have these three different dispensa- 
tions clearly separated in his mind, has not learned the 
first principles of the Oracles of God. 

It is sad, yet it is true, that the religiotis feople as a 
whole do not have a clear coaceptio~z of these three relig- 
ions. That is one reason there is so much'confusion 
in the Christian world. They mix these three religions 
and thus wrongly divide the Word of Truth. They 
have the idea that because the Bible is the Word of 
God  they can divesinto i t  anywhere and apply to thern- 
selves what scriptures they happen to read. There can 
not be an idea more disastrous than this to the  under- 
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ions mark the unfolding of thk plans of God; and the 
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first principles of ,the Oracles of God. 

I t  is sad, yet it is true, that the religious People as a 
whole do not ltave a clear cot~cepfiort of these three relig- 

, ions. That is one reason there is so much confusion 
in the Christian world. They mix these three religions 
and thus wrongly divide the Word of Truth. They 
have the idea that because the Bible is the Word of 
God  they can dive-into it anywhere and apply to them- 
selves what scriptures they happen to read. There can 
not be an idea more disastrous than this to the under- 
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turns to the old covenant and because he finds there a 
priesthood, he thinks he has found scriptural author- 
ity for the priesthood of his church. H e  finds the in- 
cense, too, the burning of lights, the robes, the miter, 
the high priest, etc.,, etc., and concludes hence that his 
church esists by the authority of God. His religion is 
a mixture of Judaism, I~eathenism, worldlyism and Chris- 
tianity. Protestantism, too, is not guiltless of the charge 
of mixing the three religions of God which he has dis- 
tinguished one from the other. When we find no  author- 
ity for some of our practices in the New Testament, 
some of us go to the Old, and think that because they 
are mentioned'there they are acceptable to God. In view 
of the fact that so much confusion has been produced 
because of the ignorance of the difference between these 
three religions of God, it is important that we apply our- 
selves diligently to the study of the Scriptures on this 
subject. 

The 'PATRIARCHAL DISPENSATION is so 
named because the prominent religious men of that age 
are called patriarchs, "father rulers". These men were 
so named because they were the prophets, priests and 
kings in their respective families. The family altar serv- ,, 
ice, where sacrifices were offered to God, seems to have 
been the most prominent feature of the worship of this 
age. Prayer, intercession, thanksgiving, and the pro- 
nouncing of blessings, seem also to have been practised 
in the religious life. A detailed account of the religion 
of this age is not given, and so all we can learn concern- 
ing it is from the incidental remarks here and there in 
the book of Genesis. All the rit'es and ceremonies in the 
Patriarchal religion which God intended for the He- 
brews to cibserve in the Jewish religion were brought 
over and put into it. 

The JEWISH RELIGION was a.n outgrowth of the 
Patriarchal, and while it is true that it superseded ii so 
far as the Jews were concerned, still it is not true re- 
specting the other nations. The Jewish religion was given 
to the Hebrew people alone and was not intended for the 
others, hence the Jews did not make an effort to prose- 
lyte. The "law was added because of transgressions,-till 
the seed shoutd come to whom the promise was made,"- 
which seed referred to Christ. The Jewish religion, 
given to the Hebrew people only, did not supersede the 
Patriarchal religion given to all tribes. While it is 
true that God watched over the children of Abraham in 
a special way, inasmuch as in that family the Messiah 
was to  be born, still he did not utterly pass over the 
other nations. The Patriarchal religion was soon cor- 
rupted by the nations outside the Jewish, and the chief 
relic of it which has come down to us through the cen- 
turies is the institution of animal sacrifice. As this 
Patriarchal religion is mentioned only slightly and inci- 
dentally in the book of God, we shall now proceed to the 
two religions. the Jewish and Christian, which are men- 
tioned in all their details, and notice the comparison 
and 'contrast between these two systems which God has 
given. 

The Jewislz religion began with the giving of the law 
orr Mourrt Sinai and coatinrced till ~ h r i s t  died. The 
knowledge that this 'system with its rites and cererno-. 
nies has passed away is necessary to a proper conception 
of the Church of Christ. Listen to  Paul as he tells of 
the passing away of the old law, "Who [God] also hath 
made us able ministers of the New Testament; not of 
the letter, but of the spirit; for the letter [law] killeth, 
but the spirit [gospel] giveth life. But if the ministra- 
tion of death [the Jewish law] written and graven on 
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stones, Gas glorious, so. that the children of Israel could 
not' stkadfastly'behold the face of Moses for the glory . 
of his countenance; which glory was to be done away; 
how shall not the ministration of the spirit [the gospel] 
be rather glorious? For if the ministration of condem- 
nation hath glory, much more doth the ministration of 
righteousness exceed in'glory. For even that which was 
mahe glorious hath no glory in this respect, by reason , of the glory that excelleth. For if that which is done 
away [the law] was glorious, much more that which re-. 
rilainetl; [the gospel] is glorious." (2  Cor. 3:  6-11.) 

The purpose for which Paul wrote the Galatian let- 
ter ivas to convince those brethren that the Jewish law 
hid passed away and that they should not go to it for 
their practices. One conclusion of his reasoning he ex- 
presses thus, "Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster 
to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith [that system which has faith as its foundation]. 
But after that faith [the gospel] is come, we are no 
long& under a schoolmaster." (Gal. 3 :  24, 25.) In  
Galatians, the third chapter, Paul compares the two laws 

- fo tl?e two wives of Abraham,-Sarah and Hagar,-and 
the Christian and Jewish people to their two sons, Isaac 
and Ishmael. And as Hagar and Ishmael were sent 
ajvay b y  Abraham, so,'reasons Paul, the Jewish law and 
the Jewish people were cast aside by God. "Neverthe- 

. less what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman 

. . and her son; for the son of the bondwoman shall not 
be heir with the son of the freewoman. So, then, 
brethren, we are not'children of the bondwoman, but 
bf :the free." (Gal. 4:.30, 31.) 
..' in,<;alatiaits, the'fifth' chapter, Paul again shows the 
'pissing sky of the ~ewish'  law, and also the great dan- 
'kef ih't'rying td:'fhktify ourselves by some of the prac- 

THE THREE DISPENSATIONS OF RELIGION. 25 

tices which are found there. H e  says, "Stand fast there- 
' fore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, 
Christ shall profit you nothing. For  I testify again tc 
every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do 
the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, 
whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen 
from- grace." (Gal. 5: 1-4) In  addition to this Gal- 
atian letter, almost the entire Roman letter was written 
for the purpose of showing that there is a difference be- 
tween the law and the gospel, and that the former has 
passed away and is no longer the system of laws which 
is to govern us. 

Besides the Galatian and the Roman letters, there is 
the Hebrew epistle, which also brings out the difference 
between the law and the gospel, and shows that the law 
has been fulfilled and has passed away. Hear Paul again 
in unmistakable words, "But now hath he obtained a 
more excellent ministry, by which also he is the media- 
tor of a better covenant, which was established on better 
promises. For if that first covenant had been faultless, 
then should no place have been sought for the second. 
For finding fault with them he saith, Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah ; not 
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers 
in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them 

'out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in 
my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. 
For this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel, after those days, saith the Lord; I kill 
put my laws into their mind, and write. them in their 
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me a people. And they shall not teach every man his 
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know 
the Lord; for all shall know me, from the least to the 
greatest. For  I will be merciful to their unrighteous- 
ness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember 

. 'no more. I n  that he saith, A new covenant, he hath 
made the first old. Now that which decayeth and 
tvaxeth old is ready to vanish away." (Heb. 8: 6-13.) 

What a differeuce there is betweett the law atzd the 
gospel, and yet how few there are in the Christian 'world 
who have this difference. clearly in their minds ! The 
law went forth from Mount Sinai; the gospel went forth 
from Mount Zion, o r  Jerusalem. The law was given 
to the Jewish people alone; the gospel was given to all 
nations. The law was given as a tutor to lead the peo- 
ple to Christ; the gospel is the teaching of Christ him- 
self. 1 1 e  law was the old covenant; the gospel, the 
new, and "in that he saith, A new covenant, he hath 
made the first old." The Scriptures could not make it 
plainer than they have that the old covenant is not bind- 
ing on us. Nor could they make i t  plainer that it is 
dangerous to mix the law with the gospel. When the 

. Galatian brethren were bringing circumcision into the 
gospel from the law, Paul told them plainly that they 
were "fallen from grace". Concerning the men who 
thus brought over into the gospel things w@ch belonged 
to the law, Paul said that they were perverters of the 
gospel, and then added, "Though .we, o r  an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel *unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
As we said before, so say I now again, If any man 
preach any other gospel than that ye have received, let 
him be accursed." (Gal. 1 : 8,9.) 

But perhaps you say that if the old covenant is done 

away, then the ten commandments too are done away, 
inasmuch.as they are the nucleus of the old law. Here 

. is  a thought which needs our careful consideration. 
When we examine the Scriptures aright, we find that i t  
is certainly true that the ten cominattdnze~tts as s~iclz are 
not b i ~ t d h g  on 11s. The Christian world, however, has 
laid as much stress on the ten commandments as any 
other part of Holy Writ, and has talked much about 
keeping and breaking the ten commandments. The chil- 
dren are taught them in their catechisms, lesson-leaves 
and Sunday-school papers. The preachers discourse upon 
them and exhort their hearers to keep them. Noth- 
ing is more firmly fixed in the minds of religious people 
generally than the thought that the ten commandments 
are binding on the Christian; and the statement that this 
code as such has passed away,.seems like blasphemy to 
many. V 

But let us see, dear reader, if you.yourself must not 
admit that the ten commandments as the ten command- 
ments can not apply to us. One of those comn~andments 
says,  e em ember the Sabbath day to keep it holy." Now 
what day did God here have reference to?  The connection 
shows that he referred to the seventh day of the week, 
which is equivalent to our Saturday. Now if that la\+ 
is binding on. us, then we should be Sabbatarians and 
keep the seventh day of the week. There is no escap- 
ing this conclusion. But perhaps you say that we have 
a different day now. Yes, I know that the disciples came 
together on the first day of the week to break bread and 
to worship God, but the command in the decalogue, "Re- 
member the Sabbath day to keep i t  holy", was not used 
with reference to the first day of the week, but the 
seventh. By what authority, then, do you twist the 
meaning of that language and apply it to the first day? 






















































































































































































































































































































































