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' The Apostle Paul says, “’Lhere is. one body”, (Eph

'4:4) ; and also, “The body, the church”, (Col.-1:18);
hence, the. conclusion ‘is that there is. “ONE” church.

- The Lord intended that there should be one church

' ‘through all the ages, but contrary to that, we. ‘have many.
.. Christ prayed that his disciples should. be one, but instead
" of oreness the disciples of Jesus are divided.into hun-
. dreds of denominations, called churches These, divisions
‘are wrong. But what has caused them?  No doubt the

teachings of men. Jesus said, “In vain do ye worship me,
teaching for doctrines the- commandments of men’
(Matt. 15:9.) Agam did - he say, “Beware- of -false

' .prophets, who come unto you in sheep’s clothing, but in-
wardly they are ravening- wolves.” (Matt. 7:15.)

In the midst of this religious confusion,. many an

' earnest soul seekmg the light has cried, “How can I know
“'what the truth is?” The purpose of this book is to help

the reader to find the truth,—find the “one:body, the

*‘church”. The author has likewise tried to make. this
- 'work helpful to those who already know: the truth. Many
- Christians know. much truth on the Church which Christ
“established, but it. is not classified in thelr ‘minds. ~This
‘book is intended to give the Chnstlan clear and connected

1deas ‘of the Church of Christ, and to’ make it easier for

h1m to study the dx&'erence between truth and error. . It
: w111 help him to" glve a reason for the. hope within him.

“In the chapters on controverted questions, we. have'
ﬁrst given all the prmc:pal arguments of the denomma-
i




PREFACE.

tions in gencral have exammed them in, the light of the‘

. Bible, then have given what the :Bible teaches on those

_questions. Each position taken by the author in this
“book has been debated over and over again in his ‘mind

" in the effort to detect fallacy or misrepresentation in any
form. He has modified some arguments which he had
originally presented and he has left out some altogether,

on prolonged study of them, because they were not'en- o

tirely convincing to his mind. That the book is imperfect,

" ‘we must admit; for all that man’ does is imperfect. The o

' author assures the reader, however, ‘that 'the error is in

the head and not in the heart; and he will consider with - .

care any contrary position presented by the reader.

These articles were first published in the Octographic. -
Revxew, and the demand to put them' in permanent form

~ was so great that this book is the result. " The author has

-avoided “firstlies” and ° ‘secondlies” and the mult1p11c1ty‘ o
of sub-head';, ‘as_much ‘as possnble that stlﬁness mlght- ,
not result; but by using in the body of the matter capital -
letters for general divisions and italics in part for sub-

“divisions, he has tned to make ‘the book so - convenient
that by glancmg' over the pages the reader can easxly tell

: the subject under discussion. The chapters on’ Baptlsm,f '
‘ ',Instrumental Music, Cause of vaxsxons, and The Church @ '~
"' and the Lodge, will be put in ‘separate pamphlet form; .
~and if any ‘of the readers think that other chapters should |
~be put in"pamphlet’ form for general c1rculatlon please :

[ let the: aut’nor know. . i :

. ‘That these’ ‘pages’ may be usefuI to those who knowf
SR the truth and to " those who_know it not in’its ancxent”;*—
S purlty and stmphmty, is the eamest prayer of ‘ _
2 : . THEAUTI{OR S

"CONTENTS

CHAPTER I
THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE.

' - Prophecies (Isaiah 53)—Thc atonement in animal sacrifices

(Abkurd position to which a- denial "of the atonement
leads)—Unity of Bible (One natnon, one Person, one
thought in it) SR, Page 1

3

. .~ CHAPTER IL

‘THE ‘THREE DISPEVSATIONS OF RELIGION.

Patnarchal Jewish ‘and Chnstlan stpensatlons-—Two for-
_mer’ passed away—Difference between two latter—The
Ten Commandments—Usc of the Old Testament.Page 21°.

CHAPTER IIIL.
]ESUS CHRIST AS ABSOLUTE KING.

Chnst absolute King and Law-giver—Not councils—Nor con-"
science alone—Nor “the spirit of the times”—Nor par-
o ents i iemm , Page 32

(*I:IAPTER IV.

§ -R‘THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH, OR

KINGDOM, OF CHRIST

“"‘Txme when ngclom was Estabhshed—Some say in the

. days of Abraham—Others, in the days:of John the Bap-
¢ tist—Others, in the days of Christ hxmself—But not_till: -
aiter Christ’s death—On the day of Pentecost_--Page 41
v j .‘ . ~ :




CONTENTS.

CHAPTER V.

CONVERSION, OR THE NEW BIRTH, FROM A
DENOMINATIONAL STANDPOINT.

“Mystery” of New Birth—“Born of water”—What denom-
inations 'say “Born of Spirit” means—“Giving éxperi-
.ences”—The altar—The thief on the Cross—Lydia—The
Philippian jailor—Cornelius, and the reason the Holy
S?irit descended on him before baptism Page 50

CHAPTER VI.

'CONVERSION, .OR THE NEW BIRTH, FROM
THE NEW TESTAMENT STANDPQINT.

The Ncw .Birth Nccess;lry—_Bom of water—Born of the
Spirit—Many passages to show what Christ means
: . Page 66

CHAPTER VII.

NEW TESTAMENT EXAMPLES OF CONVER~
SION, OR THE NEW BIRTH.

Conversion of Samaritans—Corinthians—Ethiopian eunuch—
Saul of Tarsus—Pentecostians Page 74

NS
-/~ CHAPTER VIII.
THE EVIDENCE OF PARDON.

How d?es one know when he isipardoned?—Some say we
~can’t know—'O‘thers, ‘that we know by our reception of
the -Holy Spirit—Others, when we follow conscience—

Wé know -we are pardoned just as we know we have
sinned—By God’s Word. alone Page 83

CONTENTS.

o
CHAPTER IX.

THE THREE BAPTISMS OF THE NEW
TESTAMENT.

Water baptism prospective and retrospective—Re-baptism
of the Twelve—Baptism of the Spirit and Gifts of the
Spirit the same—Baptism of the Spirit not to convert
sinners—Nor to guide “all” Christians—But to make
infallible teachers for the Church—And to convince the
world of the divine commission of the first teachers—
It ‘passed away—Baptism of fire not the same as the
baptism of the Spirit—Water baptism, a command; Spirit
baptism, a promise; fire baptism, a threat Page 89

CHAPTER X.

THE DIFFERENT LINKS IN THE CHAIN OF
RELIGION, OR SALVATION.

Religion a chain of many links binding man back to God—
Grace—Christ’s blood—His name, or authority—The
Spirit—Faith—Works—Baptism, and many other things
—Subject illustrated by the saving of a drowning man

-— Page 103

A CHAPTER XI.

THE IMPORTANCE, THE DESIGN AND THE
SUBJECTS OF BAPTISM.

Pharisees rejected the counsel of God by not being baptized
of John—"He"that believeth and is baptized shall be
 saved”—Paul thanked God he had baptized but few—
“Except a man be born of water,” etc.—“Baptism doth
‘also now save us”—DPentecostians baptized same day;
jailor, same night; all others, immediately—Baptism a
form teaching Christ’'s death, burial and resurrection—
Baptized into Christ's death; hence, into his blood;




CONTENTS,

hence, into remission of sins—Infants cannot believe—
“Shapen in iniquity”—*By nature children of wrath”—
Household baptisms—Historian Neander:on infant bap-

Page 113

CHAPTER XTI.
THE ACTION OF BAPTISM.

* Two “examples” of baptism by pouring—The Philippian

jailor—“Sprinkle many nations”—*“Sprinkle clean water
upon you”—“Jordan too swift for immersing”"—Three
thousand baptized in pools at Jerusalem—“Much water”
—“Bodies washed”—“Baptized unto Moses”—*Buried
with Christ by baptism”—*“Born of water”—Christ bap-
tized in Jordan—Eunuch “went down into” and “came
up out of” the water—Lexicons, commentators and his-
" torians—Origin of sprinkling and pouring—The safe po-
sition Page 124

CHAPTER XIII.

THE NAME OF THE CHURCH .AND ITS
MEMBERS.

Names applied to ‘the Church and its members—Church of
Christ or Church of God—Disciples called Christians
first at Antioch—Many denominations name themselves
after some peculiar doctrihe——Many, after men—Wear-
ing names of men condemned by Paul—Wearing human
names causes and perpetuates division --Page 140

 CHAPTER XIV. ’
' THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH.
Work of an‘évangelis.t—ldentity' of bishop and elder—Thei

§hou]d not be appointed hastily—How chosen—Voting
in' church. affairs—Qualifications and work: of elders— °

Letters of commendation—Deacons Page 146

CONTENTS.

CHAPTER XV.
THE DISCIPLINE OF THE CHURCH.

Some are opposed to discipline but Scriptures teach it—
What things merit discipline~—Neglect of discipline works
evil on®evil-doer himself; on the church in morals, doc-
trine and spirit; and on the world—All subject to disci-

" pline, evangelists, common members, and elders—One
hindrance to exercising discipline—It should be exer-
cised with care Page 158

CHAPTER XVI.
THE WORK OF THE CHURCH.

Looking after temporal welfare of Christians—Spreading
of gospel by evangelists—By all others—Woman’s pub-
lic work in the church—Under plea of “larger work” the

- simplicity of the apostolic church is departed from

~—--Page 176

CHAPTER XVIIL
THE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH.

" Praying—Singing—Teaching and exhorting—Giving, and the
" -standard. by which we are to give—The Lord’s Supper,
and the frequency of its observance—Excuses offered for
‘not attending God’s worship Page 185

CHAPTER XVIII.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC IN CHRISTIAN
WORSHIP. A
'Sorié-book, tuning-fark, " etc., compared with instrumental

music—Greek word “psallo”—Instrumenta! music under
the old covenant—Did the apostles endorse it by going




CONTENTS.

into the temple—Harps in heaven—Such music in our
homes—“Nothing " against it in the Scriptures”—Such
music not used in the worship of Christians for hundreds
of years—Historians cited—Use of such music in the
worship rebellion against King Jesus : I:age 198

CHAPTER XIX.
CHRISTIAN LIBERTY.

Where Christian liberty lies—Place of baptizing—Place of
meeting—DBecoming member of local church—Order of
items of worship—Gathering money—Attitude in prayer
—Song-books and tuning-forks compared with instru-
mental music—Tracts, books and religious papers—
Missionary societies, conferences, and all such organiza-
tions except church not matters of liberty Page 212

CHAPTER XX.

TRINE IMMERSION, FEET-WASHING A\ID
“THE” HOLY KISS.

Trine Immersion and the Great Commission—Father, Son
and Holy Spirit one in mind and name, and a man can
not come into relation to one and not the others—Greek
word “baptizo” can’t mean “repeated dipping” in New

- Testament—Foolish argument for baptizing face fore-

most—Feet washing in New Testament was not church =

- ordinance—Nothing about “the” Holy Kiss in the New
Testament __ . Page 223

CHAPTER XXI.
THE KEEPING OF DAYS.

"Observance and origin of Easter and Christmas—Historians
- Kurtz, Socrates and Myers quoted on- Christmas and
Easter—First day of week only dav kept by early Chris-’
tians : ' 'Page 231"

CONTENTS.

CHAPTER XXII. N

'.DIVISIONS,—THEIR‘ SINFULNESS, THEIR
CAUSE AND THEIR REMEDY.

Excuses for divisions—But they are wrong—One cause is
. neglecting to take ALL the testimony on one subject-
Doctrines of holiness and conversion—Chief cause is
taking MORE than God’s testimony, or doctrines of men
—Human creeds—Human names—Importance, . design
-and ‘action of baptism—Government, work and worship

of the Church—Lesson of Obedience from King Saul

- —— Page 238

CHAPTER XXI11.
. THE ORIGIN OF THE CLERGY.

sttmct:on of clergy and laity greatest ' curse in Christian
world—Unknown in the New Testament—Study of the
,.development of the clergy—Full account by historian
' Gibbon—Means of destroying or forstalling kingdom of
clergy mmmmans Page 250

N CHAPTER XXIV.

THE PERPETUATION OF THE CLERGY
THROUGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES,
BIBLE SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES.

These schools unscriptural in purpose and support—Unneces-
sary—Unsafe—History of human learning among Chris-

~ tians—Evils which flowed from its introduction were
false interpretations of Scripture, mysticism and monas-
ticism, first general division among Christians, and par-
tial development of a clergy—Church School at Alex-
andrxa, Egypt, chief means of introducing this human

. learmng, hence, responsible—Church schools since sec-

ond. century chief means of perpetuatmg these evils
Page 263




" CONTENTS.

~

CHAPTER-XXYV. |
THE CHURCH AND THE LODGE.

Secret benefits—Social beneﬁts;—Lo&ge breakiﬁfg up the two- .
divine societies of family and church—Business benefits—=
Church accepts the weak and poor whom _ the lodge re-:

Jects—Rehgxous benefits—Lodge puts Chnst out - of
prayers, but He says, “No man cometh unto the Father
but by me”.

CHAPTER XXVI.
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST AND BABYLON

The development of Babylon—Roman Catholic Church the
“Mother of Harlots”—The harlots themselves are those
religious bodies who-imitate her in apostasy—The true

Page 309 o

Church of Christ can not endorse Babylon—God has a -

people in Babylon—But says, “Come out of her, my peo-’

ple ~Should those who come out  be re-immersed?

CHAPTER XXVII.
THE FAMILY

Marnage——Umon of God’s people \vxth Satans people con-’
demned—vaorce—Dutles of husbands—Of wives<~Bear-
ing chxldren—Trammg them in the right way--Page 329 e

) CHAPTER ~XXV]I[.
THE SIMPLE LIFE.

~Page 319

Pleasure and pndc cause of body-destroyxng and soul-damn- :

ing ‘strenuous life—Fine homes—Fine furniture—Elabo-

rate spreadmg -of ‘tables~—Fine houses of worshxp—ch :
dress—The simple Chrxstlan hfe—A dream-_._-_Pagc 348 ]

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.

CHAPTER L
THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE.

Prophecies (Isaiah 53)—The atonement in ammal sacrifices
(Absurd position to which a denial of the atonement
leads)—Unity of Bible (One' nation, one Person, one
thought in it.) ’ )

In considering the great question concerning the ori-
gin, duty and destiny of man, and concerning the Church
which. Christ established, the first thing to settle is that
respecting the divine origin of the Scriptures. If the

- Bible is not divine, it has no claim on man; if it is, it has
‘every claim. We lmmedxately set ourselves to the task

of proving from the prophecies, atonement, and unity of
the Sacred- Writings, that the Bible came from God be-
cause it could not possibly have come from man.

1. THE PROPHECIES OF THE BIBLE SHOW THAT IT IS A

DIVINE BOOK.

The prophecies of (the Bible have been produced from.
time to time to show that the writers of that book must
‘have been guided by some divine mind.. There .are
prophecxes in both the Old and New Testaments which
show beyond a doubt that the writers were inspired of

"God. It is not our purpose in this essay to notice all
" the_se prophecxes and their fulfillment, but we shall notice

1




2 ' THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.

one which foretells the main features of the gospel. ~The
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah is undoubtedly a prophecy of
Christ in his humility, sufferings and death, and can not
be successfully contradicted by the disbeliever in the
Bible. That this prophecy was written long before
Christ came into the world must be admitted by every
infidel who knows the facts in the case. A translation
of the entire Old Testament into Greek was made more
than two hundred years before Christ, and this transla-

tion called the Septuagint contains this chapter.. As no-

one so far as I have been able to tell has ever tried to
show that this prophecy of Isaiah was written after the
events which it portrays, I do not spend any time in try-
ing to show that this is the case. Let us go directly,
then, to the prophecy and note each verse to see if it does
not exactly correspond with the history of Jesus of
Nazareth. I follow the American Revised in the transla-
tion,

Verse 1. “Who hath believed our message, and to
whom hath the arm ‘of Jehovah been revealed ?””" Isaiah
here classes himself with the herald of Christ. The first

question here is rhetorical and brings out the idea of the’

«fewness of those who would accept the Savior. In com-
parison with the vast number who refused to'follow him
there were few. In the second question the expression

“arm of Jehovah” denotes his power. The idea is, Who
hath rlghtly perceived the omnipotence of God in sendmg
the Messiah into the world?

V. 2 “For he grew up before him as a tender plant,
and as a root out of a dry ground; he hath no form nor
comeliness ; and when we shall see him there is no beauty
that we should desire him.” This verse shows why the
people did not receive the divine message of Christ and
why they did not see in-this humble. man of Nazareth
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the Messiah. The conquerors of the earth crush down
everything that hinders their progress, but the Messiah
was to be as harmless as a tender plant. The Messiah’s
coming from humble parents like Joseph and Mary was
as unexpected as a root springing out of a dry ground.
There was nothing in the form and features of Christ to
recommend him to the people.

- V.3. “He was despised and rejected of men; a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from-
whom men hide their face he was despised; and we
esteemed him not.” It seems that it is hard to obtain
the exact idea of the original Hebrew in one part of this
verse. The rendering here, Jhowever, seems to be the
best, and some think that it is an allusion to a man who
has the leprosy, from whom the people turn away as they
will from Christ. He was despised because of his hum-
ble parentage. He was rejected of men in one instance
when because of his teachings the multitudes turned
away and he asked in sadness of his disciples, “Will ye
also go away?”’ He was a man of sorrows, for we see
him weeping over Jerusalem.

V.4. “Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried
our sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten
of God and afflicted.” The sins of the world- were
thrown upon Jesus, and for nearly two thousand years
his ‘followers have been throwing their sorrows upon
him, inasmuch as Paul has said that we should throw
our cares upon him, for he careth for us. Many of the
unbelieving Jews looked upon Jesus as he 'was dying on
the cross and considered that his death was a just retribu-
tion for his sacrilegious claim to be a messenger from
heaven. “If he is the Son of God, let him come down
from the cross and we will believe on him.” They con-
sidered that he was smitten of God. .

-
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V.5 “But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of
our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are
healed.” The punishment, or chastisement, was laid upon
Christ that we might have peace. In what stronger way
could the prophet express the atonement of Jesus?

V.6. “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid
.on him the iniquity of us all.” The Jewish people had
certamly gone astray when Christ came. They had sub-
stituted the doctrines of men for the commandments of
God. They were divided into proud sects,

V.7. “He was oppressed, yet when he was aﬂ’hcted
he opened not his mouth; as a lamb that is led to the

- slaughter, and as a sheep that before its shearers is dumb,
so he opened not his mouth.” Does not this exactly
portray Jesus in his trial before Pilate? He never
opened his mouth in defense of himself, trying to escape
death at-the hands of his enemies.

V 8. “By oppression and judgment he was taken
away, and as for his generation, who among them .con-
sidered that he was cut off out of the land of the living
for the transgression of my people to whom the stroke
‘was due?” This revised rendering seems to convey bet-
ter the thought of the original. By oppression and the

authority of the rulers he was condemned to die, and none .
of those who were instrumental in putting him to' death

considered that he was dying for .the people.

V.9. “And.they made his grave with the w1cl\ed
- and with a rich man in his death;; although he had done
no violence, nelther was any deceit in his mouth.” Jesus
died between two thieves and was finally buried in the
tomb of the,rich man, Joseph of Arimathea. He was
crucified with robbers although he had robbed no one
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rior done any other v1olence From the history of Jesus,
as found in the gospel records, no one can find that he
ever used any deceit or anything else unworthy of the
deity which he was.

V.10, “Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise hxm he
hath put him to grief; when thou shalt make his soul

~ an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong

his days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in
his hands.” When Jesus gave himself as a sin offering
he could think of the untold millions of children which

- would be given to him as his seed, washed in the blood

of the Lamb. Well could Jesus say, “Behold, I and the
children whom God hath given me.” (Heb. 2:13.) The
priests under the old covenant presented their offerings
for sin for a little while, but Christ will prolong his days
and be a priest forever after the order of Melchisedec.
What Jehovah wants to be done for men will be done
through Christ, for all authority in heaven and €arth
was given into his hands.

V.11, . “He shall see of the travail of his soul, and
shall be satisfied; by the knowledge of himself shall my
righteous servant justify many; and he shall bear their
iniquities.” Jehovah will see the sufferings of Christ
and be satisfied with the atonement. By a knowledge of

" Christ- shall many be justified.

V.12, ““Therefore will he divide him a portion with
the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out his soul unto death, and was num-
bered with the transgressors.” Jesus Christ occupies the
highest place among the great ones of the earth, and the

) _spoil. which consists of the strength of the nations has

been given to him in part, because he gave his life for
his cause and suffered. himself to be classed with the
evil ones of earth. Although Jesus is classed with the
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great ones of earth, it is not because of great earthly
things which he did, but because he took away the sin
of the world, and by his whole life and death interceded
“for the wrong-doers. . .
" Now as we look at this prophecy of Isaiah concerning
the humiliation, life and death of the Messiah, I do not
" see how any one can gather together in the same com-
pass more vivid language concerning the man of Naza-
reth. Does not this prophecy mean something? What
" are the unbelievers going to do with it? It is one of the

many rocks upon which they are falling and being broken -

to pieces. It is not sufficient ground to throw away the
Bible because one can find some passages which he does
not understand and which seem to be contradictory; the
skeptic must also show how it was that Isaiah could fore-
tell the things which we have just considered without
being inspired of God. This fifty-third chapter of Isaiah,
together with the many prophecies in both the Old and
New Testaments, show us ‘beyond a doubt that some
parts of the Bible at least must have come from a divine
being; and as it is impossible to separate these parts from
the rest of the Bible we certainly have good testimony
that the whole volume came from God.

iI. THE IDEA OF THE ATONEMENT AS EXHIBITED IN THE"

INSTITUTION OF ANIMAL SACRIFICES, SHOWS THAT
‘{ THE BIBLE IS DIVINE. ‘

The atonement of Jesus Christ has in the past.been a
stumbling block to many skeptics who boast that they are
governed by reason, and no doubt it will be a stumbling

block to many more in the future. The idea that one

being can die for the'sins of another, and that this idea
originated with the Supreme Being above who is well
pleased with such a sacrifice, is‘a thought which is ab-

)

‘THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE. 7

surd, says the doubter of the Bible, Now if it is true
that this doctrine of the atonement is unworthy of the
great God above, then there are some hard things for
the skeptic to explain. The idea of the atonement is
found in all the animal sacrifices which have ever been
offered, and if this thought did not come to the nations
from God by tradition, whence and how came it? The
idea has deceived all nations, for all have had sacrifices.
This is a subject worthy of our deepest consideration,
so let us enter it a little more fully.

The offering of animals in sacrifice to God was one
of the most prominent features of the Jewish religion.
From the beginning of their traditions, which is in fact
from the beginning of the Bible, the animal sacrifice is
pre-eminently conspicuous. The first mention of the
matter is in the story of Cain and Abel. It is not said
in that connection that God told these men to offer ani-
mal sacrifices, because, no doubt, of the concisenesss of
the history. The fact that God was displeased with
vegetables as a sacrifice shows that he must have told
these men what to offer. By reasoning from other parts
of the Scriptures, we learn positively that he told themw
what to present to him. “By faith Abel offered unto
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain”, (Heb. 11 1 4),
and as “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God”, (Rom. 10:17), it is evident that he offered his
sacrifice by hearing the word of God on the matter of
sacrifices and by doing it.

-But why, we may ask, did God command that the .
offering of animal sacrifices be the principal feature of
the ancient worship to him? It was niot according to a
whim of the deity that he did, but according to a well-
fixed plan. He wished these animal sacrifices to be types
of the great sacrifice which would be made in after-ages




IS

ST Lo e de b S

TR N SRS RN T

8 . THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.

in the person of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who
"would take away the sin of the world. The body of .
. every animal offered pointed forward to the body of

Christ which was to be mangled on the cross, and the

~ blood of every victim pomted forward to his blood which

was to be shed for the sins of the people. God was not
pleased with the vegetables which Cain offered to him

- because he had not commanded it, and because anything ~

in religious matters which he had not commanded marred
the unity in the parts of the great plan which he was
giving to the world.

The ancestors of the Hebrews offered animal sacri-
fices like Abel throughout the Patriarchal age; and
throughout the Jewish age we find the same kind of sac-
rifices being offered. Millions upon millions of animals
were slain by the Jews and their ancestors from the
beginning: of time till the days of ]eSus, and each sacri-
fice was a witness testifying concerning the great Sacri-
fice which God intended to send into the world. What a
wonderful plan was this which God was telling about in
the millions of slain animals on Jewish and Patriarchal
altars through four thousand years!

Whenwe read the history-of the other nations of
“antiquity we find that the central feature of their worship
has consisted like that of the Jews and patriarchs in
the offering of animals upon altars as a propmat]on
to their gods. No matter what nation we read. of in
ancient history, and in fact no matter what, settled heathen
nation we read of today, we find in them all the altar
and the sacrifice.’” The Chaldeans, the Assyrians, the
- Babylonians, the Egyptians, the Medes and Persians, the
Grecians, the Romans, etc., etc., all had their worship
to their gods, and in their worshlp had the sacrifice as

‘the nucleus of ‘all the rest. Some of the nations have.
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had such a high estimate of the animal sacrifice that they
have thought that they should offer that which was the
dearest to the human heart, and so some have offered
human beings as a propitiation to their gods. We have
read in the Bible of how some of the nations which sur-
rounded the Jews offered their children in sacrifice to
their god Molech, and how the Jews patterned after their
idolatrous neighbors and thus brought upon themselves
the wrath of God. We have read, too, of the Druids
in northern Europe who likewise offered human beings
in sacrifice to their gods. We remember likewise how
the Spaniards, when they came to America, found the
native inhabitants of Mexico offering human beings in
sacrifice. Even today in some foreign lands is human
blood shed to propitiate the gods of the worshippers.
In India the woman throws her child to the crocodiles,
thinking that the deity is well pleased with such a sac-
rifice, and the fanatical devotee of the god Juggernaut
throws himself under the turning wheels as his idol is
hauled along. Surely the idea of atonement, or propi-
tiation, is firmly fixed in the religion of nations when all
of them will offer animal sacrifices as the central featuré
of their worship, and some of the people in these na-

tions will offer their loved children or even themselves

in their fanaticism as an offering to their deity!

And now it is important, since we have seen the uni-
versality in religion of the animal sacrifice, that we in-
quire as to its origin. Did this idea of offering an ani-
mal in sacrifice to propitiate a divine being originate
with God or man? We must admit that it came from
one or the other. All nations have a religion, all relig-
ions of any great following have an animal sacrifice, and
all animal sacrifices bring out this idea of atonement.
Now this idea of atonement where one thing in religion
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dies for another, is a thought, says the skeptic, which
is absurd. Since, then, all nations have this idea, we
ask the infidel to explain to us whence it came. If it
did not come from God, as he will say, then it certainly
must have come from man. All nations have firmly
clung to this idea and must have been following their
own notions and reasoning when they first inaugurated
the system of animal sacrifices. Taking the horn of the
dilemma which the infidel must take, and putting to-
gether the facts which we have thus far learned, we have
the following propositions and conclusions: All na-
tions have had a religion; all religions have had the in-
stitution of animal sacrifice; all animal sacrifices have in
them the idea of atorement, or one thing dying for an-
other; this idea of atonement is absurd and did not
come from God and hence must have come from man;

man, when he inaugurated this system, was following

his reason; hence, our final conclusion must be that the
Reason of which the infidel boasts so much has deceived
practically the whole human race in teaching them that
there is atoncment in animal sacrifices when there is

none there, and hence it is unreliable as a guide to any .

man i any particular. When the infidel says that the idea
of atonement did not come from God, this is the logical
conclusion which he must reach. Let him, then, extri-
cate himself from the absurdities of his own position
before he asks us to throw away the doctrine of the

Bible that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the world.-

“If weak thy faith, why choose the harder side?” Far

easier is it to believe that the doctrine of atonement as

exhibited in animal sacrifices culminating in the great
-, sacrifice of Christ came from God and was scattered by
tradition among the nations of the world, than to be-
lieve with the infidel that the doctrine is absurd and un-

RN
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worthy of:the Divine Being above, and be forced with
him by this belief to the absurd conclusion that no con-
fidence at all can be placed in the reasoning of man.

I11. THE UNITY OF THE BIBLE A PROOF OF ITS DIVINE
ORIGIN.

If the Bible did not come from-God then it is in-
cumbent on the infidel to show how it comes that there
is a unity of design pervading the whole volume. There
is one family in the Bible, one Person and one though.
That family is the family or nation of Christ; that Per-
son is Christ himself, and that thought is the salvation
which he was to bring and did bring to the world, All
other families, persons and thoughts cluster incidentally
or designedly to these three. Everything in the Old
Testament points directly or indirectly to Christ, and
everything in the New Testament points back to him.
The Bible is composed of many books, yet it is really
one book having one theme. What is said of the states
of America and the Union as a whole may be said of the
Bible,—E Pluribus Unum, one from many. This unity
of design in the Bible can not be explained on any other
ground than that the Bible is divine.

Every book in the Old Testament treats directly or
indirectly of the Jewish nation. Genesis tells of the ori-
gin of that nation and of the entire human race. Abra-
ham, the father of the Hebrew people, and Isaac, his
son, and Jacob, his grandson, are brought prominently
into view. Exodus tells us how the Jewish people were
led out of their Egvptian bondage. Leviticus, Numbers
and Deuteronomy tell of their wanderings in the wilder-
ness, their laws and their obedience and their disobedi-

‘ence to God. Joshua and Judges tell of the entrance

into the promised land and of the faith and perseverence
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of the Hebrews through a period of about four hundred
years. The book of Ruth beautifully tells of the faith-
fulness of a Moabitish woman to her Jewish mother-in-
law, Ruth becoming an ancestor of Christ. ' The books
of Samuel tell of the prophet whose name is attached to
the books, and of Saul and David, the first two kings of
Israel. The books of Kings tell of the rulers of the
two kingdoms of the Jews from the time of David to the
Babylonian captivity, and the books of Chronicles are
records and history of the Hebrew nation from the be-
ginning of time till the destruction of Jerusalem. Ezra
and Nehemiah teil of the rebuilding of Jerusalem and
of the trials which the Jews had to undergo at that time.
Esther tells how these despised people while in captiv-
ity were saved from extermination by the efforts of a

godly woman. The book of Joh is Hebrew poetry and

tells of a patriarch of whom litde mention is made else-
where. Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song of
Solomon are the poetical works of this one nation.
Isaiah, ]eremlah Ezekiel and all the other major and
the minor books of prophecy tell of the men of God who
tried to lead Israel back to the law of Moses, and who
foretold future events in the life of the Jewish people and
kindred nations. Thus as we take a brief review of the
books in the Old Testament, we see that they all refer
directly or mdu‘ectly to the one nation through which
God was carrying out the great plan of redemption.
Now in this one nation portrayed in the Old Testa-
ment, there is one Person who is seen through it all. A
Deliverer and a Redeemer is seen throughout the his-

tory of the Hebrew people. No sooner had man sinned

than a promise was made of the Messiah. “The s;éd
-of the woman”, said God, “shall bruise the serpent’s
head”, meaning thereby, as commentators generally say,
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that a Savior would come in after ages who would over-
come Satan that old serpent. In carrymg out his great
purposes concerning Christ, God called Abram out of
his native land and made him the promise that in him
and his seed Christ, all nations of the world should be

blessed To Isaac and Jacob was the same promise given '

of a great benefactor. Moses looked forward to this
great leader and said, “The Lord your God shall raise up
unto you a prophet like unto me, him shall "ye
hear in all things which he shall say to you.”
Jacob when blessing his children, said, “The
scepter shall not depart from Judah nor the ruler’s
staff from between his feet, until Shiloh come.” (Gen.
49: 10). Isaiah looked forward to Messiah’s kingdom
and described it in these exalted words, “Unto us a child
is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall
be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, 1 \[iﬁhty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government
and peace there shall be no end, upon: the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold
it with justice and with righteousness from henceforth
even for ever” (Is. 9:6,7.) In Isaiah 53, a chapter
which we have already considered in detail, that prince
of prophets again speaks of the Savior in his life, suffer-
ing and death. And Malachi, the last of the Old Testa-
ment prophets, points the people to the “sun of right-
eousness” who would arise with healing in his beams.
What an array of prophetic testimony is this! Through
all the centuries preceding the advent of Jesus they

'looked forward with longing eyes to the great deliverer

who they believed would come. Even yet the orthodox
I ews are looking for a redeemer. We see, then, clearly
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that the object of the Old Testament is to portray one
nation and one person, Jesus a Savior.

And-now we come to the one thought pervading the
whole of the Bible. The idea of the atonement is an
idea running through the entire Jewish Scriptures. The
prophet Isaiah spoke graphically of Jesus as an offering
to God when he said, “As a lamb that is led to the
slanghter, and as a sheep that before its shearers is
dumb, so he opened not his mouth.” All of the official
animal sacrifices of the Old Testament:pointed forward

to the great Sacrifice. The body of the victim pointed

to the body of Christ which was broken on the cross, and
the blood of the victim pointed to his blood which was
to take away the sin of the world. Millions upon mil-
lions of sacrifices were offered on Patriarchal and Jew-

ish altars, and each one of them told of the coming of-

fering of Jesus. As we think of the millions of animals
sacrificed at the command of God, we understand what
the inspired man meant when he declared that Christ “is
a lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” He
was slain in type in the animal sacrifices from the be-
ginning of time. How fittingly did these sacrifices typify
- the sufferings and death of Christ upon the cross!
Since Jesus has died, the animal sacrifices have been
abolished in authority and in their place has been put
- the Lord’s Supper which points us back to the atone-
ment of Christ as the animal sacrifices pointed forward
_ to it. The bread when it is broken points back to the

body of Christ which was broken on the cross, and the -

fruit of the vine points back to the blood of Jesus which
was shed for the remission of sins. The Lord’s Supper
is seen today in every nation which can claim to be a
nation. ‘These two institutions—the sacrifice of the Old
Testament and the Lord’s Supper of the New—bring

-
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together at the foot of the cross the millions of believers

who lived before the tragedy on Calvary’s hill and the
miliions who have lived since that great event.

What a unity and symmetry is this which we find
in the parts of the Bible! Everything in the Old
Testament points forward to the cross, and everything
in the New Testament points backward to_it. In the
Old Testament there is one nation, the Jewish; one
Person, the Messiah; and one thought, the atonement.
Everything in the New Testament shows the fulfillment
of the things foretold in the Old. Through Adam we
lost an earthly paradise; through Christ we gain a
heavenly. Through the first man we lost the tree of
life on earth; through the second we gain it back in
heaven. Through the one came sin and sorrow and
death; through the other purity and joy and life. The
paradise lost and the paradise regained is the theme of
the gréatest epic poem in the English language as well
as the theme of God in the Bible. Milton sang:

Of man’s first disobedience, and the fruit
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste
Brought death into the world, and all our woe,

With loss of Eden—till one greater Man
Restore us, and regain the blissful seat.

This unity in the Bible should be sufficient to con-
vince any reasoning man that the book is divine. And
yet there are some who say that the Bible did not come
from God, although they will admit that it is a good
book. Now we must recognize, dear reader, that there
is no middle ground which we can occupy in our belief
concerning the Bible. We must admit that it came
from God or that it came from the prince of evil. Hun-
dreds and perhaps thousands of times the expression, or
its equivalent, “The Lord spake unto me, saying,” is
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found in the Bible. Now if it is true that the Lord
did not speak to these men, then they were the greatest
- set of falsifiers the world has ever secen. The infidel
. cannot regard the Bible as a good book, if he says that
it did not come from God.

See what further difficulties the skeptic encounters
when he denies that this unity of the Bible shows that
it is divine. His position is practically this: About forty
men, some of them living 1,500 years apart, and most of
them mever having heard of the others, all separately
and accidentally write books which when they are put
together form one grand harmonious whole, with one
natwn, one Person and one thought standing out proms-
mently in the united volume; and all thus conspire to-
gether without a conspiracy to deccive the whole world
and to give mankind @ systens of morals and religion
which is better than all the other systems combined; all
of these men showing at the same time a willingness to
die, and some of them actually doing it, for the deception
they are palming off on the world. He that can believe
this should not talk about the credulity of the Christian
or any other religious character in all the world. When
the reasonable man thinks of this unity of the Bible and
remembers that the book was written by so many differ-
ent men in different ages of the world, his only conclu-
sion can be that the Bible is the work of God because it
could not be the work of man.

CONCLUSION.

Now as we are about to close our talk on the divine
origin of the Bible, it is well that we take a general sur-
vey of this book which Christians say has come from
God, And is it not, after all, dear’ reader, the general
view of relwlon or any’thmg else, whlch is the most

’
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important of all? The man who in business, art, war,
politics or anythmg else is able to see the fundamentals
of his work and is able to support them by the parts of
the whole is the one who will move forward to success.
The successful business man is not the one who is able
to understand thorouohly some. particular part .of - his
affairs, but the one who is able and often does view his
business in general and sees the relation of the .parts to

- the whole. The successful landscape painter is not the

one who can most vividly paint a tree, a house or a

.cloud; but the one who can bring these together as a

whole and make a general pleasing impression on the
beholder. The great politician is not the man who can
make an oratorical speech before a great crowd, stir-
ring them up to great enthusiasm for the moment, but
the oné who can gather and hold together till after the
election at least, heterogenous masses of voting material.
The great general is not the one who can make a dashing

* charge and route the enemy at a particular place, but the

one who sees things in general, as his name signifies,
and can as a unit march against the enemy. And so
as we take a view of the professions and occupations as
we see them about us, we notice that the man who makes
his business a success is the one who views his task as
a2 whole and is able to cause the parts to work for the
general purpose which is in the mind of the one who is
planning all.

What is true of any particular profession or occupa-
tion is true also of life as a whole. Too many people
are viewing life from the valley instead of the mountain
top. While down between the hills we cannot see far,
but are confronted continually with stones and thickets
and briars, but.from the hill-top these fade away and we
see in the distance the beautiful country toward which
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“we are making our way. How often a great sorrow
will - come upon a man, and he will brood and worry
over this one event in his life till he loses sight entirely
of his existence as a whole, and in his despair’ will take

his own life! He forgets all about the joys which will

come to him in the future if he will only overcome as
a man his great sorrow. That man makes the most of
life who wili not permit physical, financial nor social
disasters to discourage his spirit and cause him to lose
sight of his existence on earth as a whole. '
Now, why, dear reader, should we not use the same
common sense in looking at the Bible, which has come
down to us through the centuries? If we are willing
to viéw the Bible as a whole and the Christian religion
which it teaches, the little stones and briars and thorns
of difficulties will pale into insignificance. Compare for
a moment belief and unbelief and see the happy effects
of one and the baleful effects of the other. What has
‘unbelief done for the world? What has it built up which
is good? On the other hand, see what belief in Jesus

has done for mankind. See the difference between the °

civilization of belief and unbelief! When unbelief is
carried to its full end, men will believe that there is no
hereafter and no punishment for evil doing, and-hence
many of them will lead vicious lives, making this earth
a hell. Christianity, however, if carried to the full end
will make this earth a heaven. Is not this general view

sufficient to cause you, dear reader, to regard the Bible '

as at least the greatest of all books?

Do not forget, dear friend, the grand general argu-
ments in favor of the divinity of the Bible, which we
have presented. The great theme of this book is the
atonement, and this grand idea is not only found in
“the animal sacrifices among the Jews but in all such sac-
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rifices among all the nations, tribes and families of an-
tiquity. Whence came this idea of one thing dying for
another to propitiate the anger of a deity? The antiquity
and universality of this idea shows that it must have been
revealed to man in the beginning. And why should we
pass so lightly over the prophecies of the Bible? Have
we not seen that prophecies written long ages ago have
been and are still being fulfilled? These prophecies alone
should cause us to ask the solemn question, Shall T cast
away as the work of man a book which has such strong
evidence of inspiration? And what are we going to do
with the grand unity which pervades the Bible? Do we
treat that, too, with lightness? Now when we see that
in the Bible there is prominently one nation, the one in

which Christ was bormn ; one Person, the Messiah of the

Old Testament, and the Christ of the New; one thought,
the reconciliation of the world to God; and when we re-
member that these books were written by about forty
different men, some of them living 1,500 years apart,
and most of them never having heard of the others—our
only conclusion can be that there was a divine mind be-
hind it all, guiding those men and telling them what to
write.

There may be things in the Bible which may seem to
be contradictions; but what of that? If I knew perfectly
the original languages and all the ancient customs,
geography, topography, etc., these all no doubt would
vanish. There may be things about the atonement, prayer,
origin of sin, freedom of the will, etc., which I do not
understand, but why should these make me an unbeliever?
There are mysteries in unbelief just the same as in be-
lief. Why can we not say that it is the general view of
the Bible and the Christian religion that is the wisest,
just as we say that it is the general view of life which is
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the best? . Hé that rejects the Bible because he cannot
understand everything- about the atonement, miracles,
prayer, etc., is like the man-who loses the general view
‘of life and commits suicide because of some particular

sorrow. When we are willing to lose sight of the small

difficulties we encounter in the Bible and are ready to
see the grand theme which binds its many books into one
great harmonious whole, the only reasonable conclusion
we can reach is that THE BIBLE IS A DIVINE PRO-
DUCTION BECAUSE IT CANNOT BE A HUMAN
ONE; IT CAME FROM GOD BECAUSE IT COULD
NOT POSSIBLY HAVE COME FROM MAN.

CHAPTER IT. -
THE THREE DISPENSATIONS OF RELIGION.

Patriarchal, Jewish and Christian Dispensations—Two for-
mer passed away—Difference between two latter—The
Ten Commandments—Use of the Old Testament.

The Bible is a revelation of three religions which
God has given to man,—the Patriarchal, the Jewish and
the Christian.. The first of these began with Adam and
ended, so far as the ancestors of the Jews are concerned,
when the law was given on Mount Sinai. The Jewish
religion began with the giving of the law at Sinai and
continued till the days of Christ and his apostles. The
Christian religion then came into force and has con-
tinued till the present time. These three different relig-
ions mark the unfolding of the plans of God; and the
one who does not have these three different dispensa-
tions clearly separated in his mind, has not learned the
first principles of the Oracles of God. '

It is sad, yet it is true, that the religious people as a
whole do not have a clear conception of these three relig-
ions. ‘That is one reason there is so much’ confusion
in the Christian world. They mix these three religions

and thus wrongly divide the Word of Truth. They

have the idea that because the Bible is the Word of

God- they can dive'into it anywhere and apply to them-

selves what scriptures they happen to read. There can

not be an idea more disastrous than this to the under-

standing  of the Word of God. The Roman Catholic
- 21 -
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tirns to the old covenant and because he finds there a
. priesthood, he thinks he has found scriptural author-

ity for the priesthood of his church. He finds the in-

cense, too, the burning of lights, the robes, the miter,

the high priest, etc., etc., and concludes hence that his -

church exists by the authority of God. His religion is

a mixture of Judaism, heathenism, worldlyism and Chris--

tianity. Protestantism, too, is not guiltless of the charge
of mixing the three religions of God which he has- 'dis-
tinguished one from the other. When we find no author-
ity for some of our practices in the New Testamert,
some of us go to the Old, and think that because they
are mentioned 'there they are acceptable to God. In view
of the fact that so much confusion has been produced
because of the ignorance of the difference between these

three religions of God, it is important that we apply our- °

selves dxhgently to the study of the Scnptures on this
subject. -
The PATRIARCHAL DISPENSATION is so
named because the prominent religious men of that age
are called patriarchs, “father rulers”.  These men were
so named because they were the prophets, priests and

kings in their respective families. The family altar. serv- -

ice, where sacrifices were offered to God, seems to ‘have
been the most prominent feature of the worship of this
age. ~Prayer, intércession, thanksgiving, and the pro-
nouncing of blessings, seem also to have been practised
in’ the rehglous life. A detailed account of the religion
" of this age is not given, and so all we can learn concern-
ing it is from the incidental remarks here and there in
the book of Genesis. All the rites and ceremonies in the

‘Patriarchal rehglon which God intended for the He-

~ brews to cbserve in the ]ewxsh relxgxon were ‘brought
aver and put into it. :
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The JEWISH RELIGION was an outgrowth of the
Patriarchal, and while it is true that it superseded it so
far as the Jews were concerned, still it is not true re-

specting the other nations. The Jewish religion was given i

to the Hebrew people alone and was not intended for the
others, hence the Jews did not make an effort to prose-
Iyte. The “law was added because of transgressions,-till
the seed should come to whom the promise was made,”’—
which seed referred to Christ. The Jewish religion,

- given to the Hebrew people only, did not supersede the

Patriarchal ' religion given to all tribes. While it is
true that God watched over the children of Abraham in
a special way, inasmuch as in that family the Messiah
was to be born, still he did not utterly pass over the”’
other nations. The Patriarchal religion was soon cor-
rupted by the nations outside the Jewish, and the chief
relic of it which has come down to us through the cen-
turies is the institution 'of animal sacrifice. As this
Patriarchal religion is mentioned only slightly and inci-
dentally in the book of God, we shall now proceed to the
two religions, the Jewish and Christian, which are men-
tioned in all their details, and notice the comparison
and ‘contrast between these two systems which God has

" given.

The Jewish religion began with the giving of the law
on Mount Sinai and contivived till Christ died. The
knowledge that this \system with its rites and ceremo-
nies has passed away is necessary to a proper conception
of the Church of Christ. = Listen to Paul as he tells of
the passing away of the old law, “Who [God] also hath
made us able ministers of the New Testament; not of

+the letter, but of the spirit; for the letter [law] killeth,

~.but the spirit [gospel] giveth life. But if the ministra-

tion of death [the Jewish law] written and graven on




23 4 - ' 'vHE CHURCH OF CHRIST.

Y

stones, ‘was glorious, so that the children of Israel could

not "'steadfastly’ behold the face of Moses for the glory -

of his countenance; which glory was to be done away;
how shall not the ministration of the spirit [the gospel]

_be rather glorious? For if the ministration of condem-';
nation hath glory, much more doth the ministration of

righteousness exceed in'glory. For even that which was
made - glorious hath no glory in this respect, by reason
of the glory that excelleth. For if that which is done

away [the law] was glonous much more that which re- -

thaineth [the gospel] is glorious.” (2 Cor. 3:6-11.)

The purpose for which Paul wrote the Galatian let-
ter was to convince those brethren that the Jewish law
had passed away and that they should not go to it for
their practices. One conclusion of his reasoning he ex-
presses thus, “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster
to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by
faith [that system which has faith as its foundation].
But after that faith [the gospel] is come, we are no

longer under a schoolmaster.” (Gal. 3:24, 25.) In

Galatians, the third chapter, Paul compares the two laws
~fo the two wives of Abraham,—Sarah and Hagar,—and
the Christian and Jewish people to their two sons, Isaac
and Ishmael. And as Hagar and Ishmael were sent
away by- Abraham, so, reasons Paul, the Jewish law and
the _Tew1sh people were cast aside by God. “Neverthe-

less what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman.

and her son; for thé son of the bondwoman shall ‘not
be heu- with the son .of the freewoman. So, then,
brethren, we are not children of ‘the bondwoman but
of the free” (Gal. 4130, 31.) ‘

" In Galatlans the’ fifth chapter Paul again shows the
passmg awdy of the Jewish law, and also the great dan-
‘ger in’ frying to “uistify ourselves by some of the prac-
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tices which are found there, He says, “Stand fast there-

“fore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free,

and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.
Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised,
Christ shall profit you nothing. For I testify again to.
every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do
the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you,
whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen
from™ grace.” (Gal. 5:1-4.) In addition to this Gal-
atian letter, almost the entire Roman letter was written
for the purpose of showing thdt there is a difference be-
tween the law and the gospel, and that the former has
passed away and is no longer the system of laws which
is to govern us.

Besides the Galatian and the Roman letters, there is
the Hebrew epistle, which also brmgs out the difference
between the law and the gospel, and shows that the law
has been fulfilled and has passed away. Hear Paul again
in unmistakable words, “But now hath he obtained a
‘more excellent ministry, by which also he is the media-
tor of a better covenant, which was established on better

. promises. For if that first covenant had been faultless,

then should no place have been sought for the second.
For finding fault with them he saith, Behold, the days
come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah; not

'accordmg to the covenant that I made with their fathers

in the day when I took them by -the hand to lead them

“out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in

my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.
For this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel, after those days, saith the Lord; I will
put my laws into their mind, and write'them in their

‘hearts; and I will be to them a God and they shall be to
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me a people. And they shall not teach every man his
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know
the Lord; for all shall know me, from the least to the
greatest. For I will be merciful to their unrighteous-

ness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember

‘no more. In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath
made the first old. Now that which decayeth and
waxeth old is ready to vanish away.” (Heb. 8:6-13.)
What a difference there is between the law and the
gospel, and yet how few there are in the Christian ‘world
who have this difference clearly in their minds! The
law went forth from Mount Sinai; the gospel went forth
from Mount Zion, or Jerusalem. The law was given
to the Jewish people alone; the gospel was given to all
nations. The law was given as a tutor to lead the peo-
ple to Christ; the gospel is the teaching of Christ him-
self. The law was the old covenant; the gospel, the
new, and “in that he saith, A new covenant, he hath
made the first old.” The Scriptures could not make it
plamer than they have that the old covenant is not bind-
ing on us.. Nor could they make it plainer that it is
dangerous to mix the law with the gospel When. the
Galatian brethren were bringing circumcision into the
gospel. from the law, Paul told them plainly that they
were “fallen from grace”. Concernmg the men who

- thus brought over into the gospel things which belonged
to the law, Paul said that they were perverters of the-

gospel, and then added, “Though.we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other: gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

As we said before, so say I now again, If any man
preach any other gospel than that ye have received, let.

him be accursed.” (Gal. 1:8,9.)

But perhaps you say that if the old covenant is done '
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away,; then’ the ten commandments too are done away,
inasmuch-as they are the nucleus of the old law. Here
-is a thought which needs our careful consideration.
When we examine the Scriptures aright, we find that it
is certainly true that the ten commandments as such are
not binding on us. The Christian world, however, has
laid as much stress on the ten commandments as any
other part of Holy Writ, and has talked much about
keeping and breaking the ten commandments. The chil-
dren are taught them in their catechisms, lesson-leaves
and Sunday-school papers. The preachers discourse upon
themi and exhort their hearers to keep them. Noth-

. ing is more firmly fixed in the minds of religious people

generally than the thought that the ten commandments
are binding on the Christian; and the statement that this
code as such has passed away, ‘seems like blasphemy to
many.

But let us see, dear reader, if you-yourself must not
admit that the ten commandments as the ten command-
ments can not apply to us. One of those commandments
says, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” Now
what day did God here have reference to? The connection
shows that he referred to the seventh day of the week,
which is equivalent to our Saturday. Now if that law

. is binding on’ us, then we should be Sabbatarians and

keep the seventh day of the week. There is no escap-

-ing this conclusion. But perhaps you say that we have

a different day now. Yes, I know that the disciples came
together on the first day of the week to break bread and
to worship God, but the command in the decalogue, “Re-
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy”, was not used

_with reference to the first day of the -week, but the
seventh. By what authority, then, do you twist the
meaning of that laﬁgﬁage and apply it to the first day?

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































